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Jkoita iHoBO U Ouira, tfosdmB^ enar hiU^t aquemu libros, qu$ 
Jm gwiero cwr. Que me t^aee, ratpondid el, y wtremdo m eu apoemUo, 
eacd dU vna fruUdilla vigja cerrada eon una oadewUla, y abrUndola kaU6 
en ella tree Ubros pvndee y wmo poupeUe de may buena lelra eeerUoe de 
mam, — Don Quixote, Parte L Oapitnlo xxxiL 

It is mighty well, said the priest ; pray, landlord, bring me those 
books, for 1 hare a mind to see them. With all my heart, answered the 
host ; and going to his chamber, he broni^t out a little old doke-hag, 
with a padlock and chain to it, and opening it, he took out three large 
▼dnmes, and some maaoscript papers written in a fine character.— 
jABTia’a Trandaikm, 
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INTBODUCnON TO 


fiwt of nm Hie olear in^era of Hie CSodeo, utee Hm^^ 
hnrten to Hie eweeping NiHi, 

WImw diatant loaiiag awaBa and &’a. 

As mj Utohen and psrloar were not very ftr distsait I (Hie day 
went in to pnrohase some Hiiokens from a person I heard offer- 
ing thmn for sale. It vas a litHe, rather stont-looking woman, 
who seemed to be between seventy and eighty years of age : 
she was almost wvered wiHi a tartan plai^ and her ow hwl 
over it a Uaok silk hood, tied under the a piece oi dress 
still mpoh in use among elderly women of Hmt nu^ of lifo in 
SooHand; hor eyes were dark, and remarkaUy livi^ and in- 
telligent. I entered into oonversaticm with bw, and began by 
askug how she maintuned herself etc. 

'She said that in winter she footed stookinga that is, knit 
foet to oonntry people’s stockings, which bears about the same 
relation to stocking-kmtting that cobbling does to shoemakini^ 
is of course both less profitaUe and less dispoified; she 
likewise tau^t a few ofaildron to read, and in summer she 
whiles reared a few chicJcens. 

*I said I could venture to guess from her fooe she had never 
bemi married. She laudlied heartily at this, ami sud,"! maun 
hae Hie queeriest fooe mat ever was seen, Hmt ye could jmess 
that Now, do tell me, madam, how ye cam to tUidc aae f” I 
told her it was from her oheerful cUsengaged eouatmunoe. fflia 
sud, “ Mem, have ye na for mair reason to be bnjqty Hum me^ 
wi’ a mde husband and a fine &mi^ o’ ba^s, plenty o’ 
evwraiingt For me, rmihepuiresto'a’puirbo^os^andoan 
hanuy oontiive to keep mysell alive in a' mae wee Ws o' wm 
I hae tHI’tye.” After 8(Hue mote ecmversatien, during vdiidi I 
was more and mote i^eased with Hie old woman's sansilda eenr 
vatsation and the naHvetfot her nmaric^ die lefw to go away, 
when I asked her name. Her eountenaaee suddenty 4ond<^ 
and she sud giavety, rather o<4onri%, “My name fo 9slsn 
Walker; hut yow hnahand kens weu ahotd me." 

< In Hie evening I related liowmu(foI had been ptopmd, and 
inquired wfaat was eictinordlnary fn the his^ ef the peer 
Hmpb were peijMBs few mono fwnm tyi ll a 
pmle Hum Helen Warner, fflie been )eA ap oiphan, wilh 
Hm Huoge of a sister oonndenldy younger Am Inesslf ind 
X was^uoatod and mainty^dVksr^a^^&M 
to her Iw so i^y ties, therefiwa it wffl not ha easrto aanee i ae 
her foduigs when die foond Hud Has onty s iste r muek he tried 



TTrw mtAXv ^ UBXiMMASt Jl 

ty tiw Ihw of faw ooMrtiy i>t ai M ww ii w^ ^ 
flaBaA M *P^ Ibt ^te 

told^Uttty llttift if ihii oiiyd t IImI^ ki^ 




any Mntaon <»» ^ mlMli » rtatHiiBt wMm^ 

li0f liiifip’f Jttpji ii hIm^ wm pn?ioy<J witiiMiii Mjfa# 

BbIik aaii ^ h ifMafiWirfcf "»e i» mwr te.iTwaSli ^ 
niMitvm mif ly ifmgmwv 

to nnr oo&aeifiiioo*” 

^ Tli^ triid m. iiiidi tN «p^ 
liiminiiii • Im jn ttZ IROm nWit euiMIt 1)6tW0W tM 

aontfliMio sod tbo azoontioBa and Suuoii WaiMt avaiiad hoiMia 
of it The very day of her sister’s oondwanatioo, s))e gi^ » 
petiliioD drawn Qp> statuig the paoaliar oinmsistimees of the 
oaaa^yd that very tic^t mi pnt tu fixd to London. 

* withont introdaohon v racoonneodMaon, with her 
periiaiw ill-e^essed, petition, drawn ^ hy scsne inferior oIb» 
oS the opart she presented lunell in her taitsn pieid and 
eoantiy attjrt to the late Pnhe <« Argylt who inmediatd^ 
proonnd the pendm dm pedtioned %> end Helen rtdnmed 
with it (m feot just in tinm to save her ewter. 

*I was so strongly interested hy thi» nnmvtlvt tht^t I d^<- 
Bsined immediately to pcoseonte my aeoe mnta ne e with Helen 


«rimb 


idi ii>riiioi>t}CT[<^ Ttr 

aanamwit dioiikl ham heeo. eteoted to'ooiaiMBiWB(t« 
ao iwmwfcable » ohaaaoi^ bnt I now ^e£nr kayinw it to yoa to 
penpetoate her memory in « m<H« dnmble manner/ 

1%e reader is now aUe to judge how &r the Author has 
un{«OTed u^<», or &Uen dbort o^ the pleasing and interesting 
dketdi of mgh principle and steadj affection displayed 
Hden Wa&er, tiie ^totype of the fictitionB Jeanie Deans. 
Mrs. Ckildie was mmirtunately dead before the Author Imd 
^en his name to these rolum^ so he lost all opportimity of 
tiianking that lady for her higlily valiuble eommunioati^ 
But her daughter, Miss Goldie, obliged him with the following 
additional inmnnation : — 

‘Mrs. Goldie endeavooied to oolleot further particulars of 
Helen Walker, particularly concerning her journey to London, 
but found this nearly impossible ; as the natural dignity of her 
character, and a high smise of nunily respectability, made her 
so indissolubly connect hw sister’s disgrace with 1^ own exer- 
tions, t^t none of her neighbours durst ever question her upon 
the snlgect One old woman, a distant relation of Helen’s, and 
who is still living, says she worked an harvest with her, but 
that she never venturra to ask h«r about her sister’s trial, or 
her journey to London. “ Helen,” she added, “ was a lofty 
body, and used a high style 0 ’ language.” The same old 
woman says that eve ry y ear Helen received a cheese from her 
sister, who lived at Whitehaven, and that she always emit a 
Hberal portion of it to herself or to her fother’s fomily. This 
foct^ thou^ trivial in itself strongly marks the affection sub- 
sisting between the two rist^ and me complete oonvicti(m on 
t^ mind of the criminal that her sister had acted solely from 
high principle^ not from any want of feeling, which another small 
Imt duiaoteristio trait wul furth» illustrate. A gmtlmnan, 
a relation of Mrs. Goldie’s, who happened to be travmling in the 
North of England, on coming to a small inn, was ehown into 
the parlottr ly a female serva^ who, after cautiously shutting 
the door, said, I’m Nelly WailBers sister.” Thus practically 

sowing that she considered her sister as better known ly her 
high conduct than even hersdf by a different kind of cehhrify. 

‘Mrs. Goldie was extiremely anxious to have a tombstone 
and an inscriptum upcm it erected in Irongray chunhyasd; 
and if ^ Wuter 8e^ anil condescend to wnte the las^ a 
littie snhsoripthm could he eaaly raised in the immediide 
htighhourhood, and Min. GdtSe’s wish he thus felSlled.’ 



THE HB&BT m MHSXmm&N m 

It !■ BOMody neoBwtiy to add, tint tiw no^ «i MUa 
GoMm viU be most irilliai^ eoia^ed wito, «m vitoovt tbe 
neoeeuty eay tec oa tbe peUio. Kor is tiwie jguwh 
oooasMHi to tepeet bow mooh toe Atttoor oonoeives biiiunlf 
obliged to b» vaSaumk oraieqxaideat^ wbo tons mq^piied bim 
wito a toeine afford^ soldi a ^eesma view of toe moNd dkputgr 
^ vutoe, tlraiub unaided by bii4^ oeaa^, or tslenb u toe 
pietnre bas stated in toe ezeoaticHi, it is from toe &iltoe of 
tl^ Antoor’s powers to present in dte^ toe same siii^ and 
striking portzut eocbilntra in Mrs. Goldie’s letter. 

AnoTSTOBD, JpfH 1 , 1880 . 


Althotoh it would be impossible to add modi to Mrs. Goldie’s 
pictnresqne and most interesting account of Helen Walker, toe 
prototype of the imaginary Jeanie Deans, toe Editor may be 
pardoned for introducing two or three anecdotes respecting 
toat excellent person, which he has collected from a volume 
entitled Sketehee from Nature, by John M^Diarmid, a gentle* 
man who conducts an able provincial paper in the town of 
Dumfries. 

Helen was toe daufdtter of a small &mer in a place called 
Dalquhaim, in the parish of frongtay ; where, after the death 
of li^ fttoer, she continued, with the nnassuming jnety of a 
Scottish peasimt, to support her mother by her own unremitbed 
labour and privations ; a case so common that e^ yet, 1 am 

S Tond to say, few of my countrywomen would shrink from toe 
uto. 

Hdmi Walkw was held among hm equals 'peney,' toat is, 
proud or conceited ; but tbe fecfe brought to prove uus accusa- 
tion seem only to evince a strength of character snperimr to those 
around her. ^ Thus it was remarked, that vhen it thundered, 
she went with her work and her Sible to the front of ^ 
cottage^ alleging that the Almighty could smite in the city as 
wdl as in the field. 

Mr. MTiiannid mentions more particularly the misfortote 
of her oston which he supposes to have taken pdaoe mevioim 
to 17SA Helen Walker, declining e/ten proposal of saving 
her telatimi’s life at toe expense m tirute borMwed a snm^ 
mtmey suffiment fer her journey, walked the whcde dkteles 
to London barefoot, and nmde her way to Jton Duke of Aigyie. 



idv 9HB BKABT OF MmxmOAN 

HM baaid to mj tiiat» \f ik» iJaui^iy’* ttoeogA, Ae 
bftd htttk toiMUt tlislTOkB ii^ tiia laort oiitiottl 

lAdel^ it lortk i*oaId ham 4oa«m the inentohle fiaftitam el 
ly iif dietec^ fiia 

laabaha, or TiUi^ V^lhar, sttmd firan tike fete niidi im- 
Mii4ed ow h«r, naa eMrited hf the peran bed moiWMl 
nar (named Wtn^), end Kvm hiq^y fer peat pert m a 
oanti^, odlnmlv aohnoidedgiBg the ezbaormaaip aSeotkm 
to wludi ahe owed her pMeorvation. 

Helen Waite died abcmt the mid &{ the ymt 1T91| 
her rmnaina are interred in the chonshyaid of her native 
parish of Irongray, in a romantic oemete^ on tiie banks of 
the Cum. That a oharaeter so distingoished for her undaunted 
love of virtne lived wd died in poverty, if not want, serves 
<Hi]^ to show us bow insignUicant, in the sight of Heaven, are 
our prindpal objects of ambition upon earth. 



td IBB iarit otf RLnali% 

A FLBAiED AND INDUDOBNT BEAIMBBi 

JED&DIAH GLElSlSEBOtHAM 

wnBm axAiaB^ abb Aill> iAlftCiWlIxliT 


CdtnMntJB Vi&ksant, 


Botat of all besa^eth hita Bhcw liin naa bMB davdM to 
iagtrodang yonaiavirtne and fat hamAite M&jtff fL 
foi»haveI<Aogen. itothU^h>laffomeni%t6niilaa<ltiiyb i<^Aii 4tf 
thanks at tiqr Aet for tbs foyonr witli whk^ tW tukit Ited^ 
cnttttamed tho TcJm <tf tny Gtitsii, 

oknokled ovOr their foOSlioas abd nsttwiis d6M8foli6IA <t 
th]^ Oihid filled tnth ^leastoe at the stMi^ ahd ' Wf Wt 

of finrhme «faich the^ fooovA Vtn^, 1 have alio gittp««M BhAh 
I hehdd a ^nd isith atSidS, that his IhA MtiS 

of inr small (hmuode at GabdafofotiA the t>ait hatifiir bash 
^lehaad pn^ooneed K DaaednlaiVb#t9hai>^ia<g ^^» - 
^ sndi anefovation. NorluMithe^ir 9 lfoiit«le 6 |ia^iilt 
I have ettdoed a neBoOat (siMiff-hlotm, ai^lt^ d^dlb^aiMdL 

he&iitB, BheMof leemVed Wn^h^ lihA 

inn^^ t^ab^ hi^ a heveaifcaie hrtnat m^ 




inn^peot that a beir iimt 


bew tale and aa old SdbA fo isUteot ^atlb 
be ei^iBMed the lot^ vt^ aiul 2l 
veheea s tee. And how shoiM tt he so em 
botib words only, Int ib efek a^ ^htedri 
and (fiiUag ell 


eaitaie b^ 


ik>>m 



INTEODUCnON TO 


d«sb (»r pdik of land oalled the OariineBeHrft^ lying e^jM^ntto 
my gazoen, and measuring seren aotes, tfaiw roods, and fear 
penmes, that I have oommitted to the era of those who thon^ 
wdl of the fermer tomes, these fear addititmal volomee of the 
TaJaqfmif Landlord. Not the lees, if Peter Pzayfort be minded 
to sell the said poffle, it is at his own bhoioe to say so ; and. 


nnn> wee m jiaraoaiar, ana onto we paouo w genmai, snau 
have lost their feyoor in thine eyes, whereof 1 m no way 
c&twstfaL And so mnoh oonfidenoe do I repose in oon- 
tinoed feyoaj^ that, should thy lawfel oooamons call thee to 
the town of uander^ug^ a place finqnented hy most at one 
t^e or other in &eir Hves, I will enrich thine eyes wi& a 
sight of those piecions manasmipts whence thou hast derived 
so mach deleofetion, thy nose with a snaff from my moll, and 
thv palate with a dram from my bottle of strong waters, 
oalled hy the learned of Ganderdengh the Dominie’s Dribble 
o’ Drink 

It is there^ 0 highly esteemed and beloved Header, thon wilt 
be able to bear testimony, through the medium of tbine own 
sense^ against the ohildien of vanity, who have sought to 
idenl^ thy friend and servant with 1 know not what mditer 
of vain febles ; who hath cumbered the world with his devices, 
but shrunken from die responsibility thereof !lhnly, this hath 
been well termed a generation hard of feiA ; sinoe what can a 
n^ do to assert his property in a printed tome^ savW to put 
his iiame in the title-page thereof with his description, or 
designation, as the lawyers term it, and place of abrae 1 Of 
a surety I would have such sceptics consider how they them- 
selves would brook to ^ve weir works ascribed to otheis, 
thdr n^es and professions imputed as forgeries, and their 
very ezistenoe brought into qu^on ; even althon^ ptarad- 
venture, it may be it is or little consequence to any but 
themselves, not only wh^er they are hving or dwi^ tot 
even whether they ever lived or no. Yet have my malign- 
eis carried their nnotoritaUe censures still ferther. Ihese 
oavdlets have not only doubted mine identity, althoufh thus 
tiairdy proved, but wey have impwohed my verm^ and 
the anthei^raty of my historical narratives! Verpy, I can 
01 ^ say in answer, that I have been cannons in quoting 
sriM au^orities. It is tnis^ indeed, that if I had hearinmM 
intn ooty one ear, I micht have reheoraed my tide irith 


THB HEAsr 


man •ooeptiitkiii froa tbow idw km to liear kst Mf lito 
trato. It kt ft iui,t W not altogtohir to th* ^itonlit of 
oar kind^ nataon of Soraand, thatm amo^ totok»an ifr< 
terast^ mim, jm partial, in uw deeds and mmtiinimts of out. 
ftcefimim. He inimn me admeariee deoeiibe ai » aiQvnd 
Ikelatist, is desiioiu that his ^redeeesacna idioald.;1b|e'lMld 
moderate in their power, and just in their exeeatioB ef fte 
prinlege& when, tray, the nnimpasaoned peraser of toe 
annals of those tunes shall deem them sangoinary, yklen^ 
and tjntannioaL 

Aga^ the representatiTes of the snffering nonoonfonaists 
desire that their anoeetors, the Gamwooians, shall be repre- 
sented not simply as honest enihasiasts, oppressed &x o(m- 
soienoe sake, but persons of fine breeding, and valiant heroes. 
Truly, the nistonan oannot gratify these ^edileotions. ^ He 
most needs describe the Cavahera as prond and high-siMrited, 
emel, remorselesa and vindictiTe ; the sofieringputy as honour- 
ably tenacious of their opinions under persecution, their own 
tempers being, however, sullen, fiei^ and mde^ th^ opinkms 
absi^ and extravagant, and thmr whole oontse of oonduot 
that of persons whom hellebore would better have suited than 
prosecutions unto death for high tremKm. Nathdess, while 
such and so preposterous were the opinions on mther sid^ thme 
were, it oannot be doubted, men of virtue and worth on both, 
to enritle either party to claim merit from its martyrs. It has 
been demanded of me^ Jedediah Cleishbotlu^ by what rij^t 
1 am entitled to constitute myself an impartial Judge of twr 
discrepancies of opinions, seeing (as it is stated) that 1 must 
neoessuily have descended from one or other dt the oontohding 
parties and be^ of course, wedded for better or fiw worsen 
aooodUng to the reasonable practice of Scotland, to its dogmata, 
or i^inioni^ smd bound, os it were, by the tie matrimonial, w, 
to speak without metaphor, wjure tangviau, to maintain them 
in pi^toenoe to all others. 


But, noth^ denying the rationality of the rnl^ which oslls 
on all now living to nue thmr politiou and relj^ons (^lioas 
to those of tfamr great-grandfitiheis, and inevimle as seems 
the one or the other h<m oS the diltmima betwixt vddcit say 
advosaries conoeive they have mnned me to tiie mlL I 
spy some means refuge and claim a privilege to wm end 
sp^ of both parties with inmortiahfy. Fo^ O ye pawns of 
kgiot whmithePrdatistBanaFtestotariansn imtmMSwaBil 
togethn by the ens in this nnlnolgr ooatttnr, aoj 

VObVU— e • 



THE HBABT 09 MWUfSmm 

<-r<ir«Mtotod 1» liis BMMfeyl-- nw (mt «f At jgnpb oftBd 
ind feniM MnMftliaBdUBg ftoa «!«& lUe, «««a 
to ^ etilanutian of Ui yttN aaA the inoTO— tiOh of liii 
pMdii* _ ^ 

Cbtriag tlgr p mA m, gialio B eoit r^ filr tfate Imt irariB 
oeneanH^ mo aoi aim% 1 aeat» oa oJtooo tyioimd, thy oia 
aad didigMod ftieadt 

J.Q. 

tiift 

* |K» fitilft liMl»iil ’ll tit <lt Ullttfll lIMo L 
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HEART OF MIDLOTHdt^lf 


CHAPTER I 
Bang Introdut^ny 

8o dam Oar UH, rauatfe Aibbonn, i^Uw 
Tlw Dtrtyoillj, eHi7ta« rix iBdd«k 

tvmm, 

T ie tiiDM lunw olutttg«d m — mfeOovM 

m were mutt the maniuor^ of Peter PeteSMon— 
thun in the 1*1^ oonvmnoe of intelligeiioe end oon* 
mnnioetiaii betwixt one pert ot Sootlei^ end enoll>er> It is 
not ebove twenty or thirty yeeis, eooorcbng to &e erideiiM of 
meny otediUe witneaeee now elivei onoe • Bttle jmieerebie 
hone-oeitk perfonning with difSonlty e jonmm; of thirty mSss 
per dimn, oeiried onr meila from the oepitel ol Bootiaad to ito 
extremity. Nor was Sootlead much more defioient la thsee 
eooommodations than our richer sister had been about ei^^ity 
years bc^re. Fietdinm in his Tom Jotm, end Ferquher, in • 
little fiooe called the atoffo-Cgaek, hare ridionled the abwBeas 
of these Tehides of puUic accommodation. According to the 
letter authority, the nigfaest bribe oould (mly induce tale ooaeh* 
man to promise to eatimpate tyr half an how the nsnel tm of 
his erriw at the Bull and Mouth. 

But in both countries these endmitk dow, end sure ntodsi of . 
oemreyanoe are now alike unknown : mail-coach moss agpltei^ 
mail-ooach, end hiA'^ty against h^-fiyer, throui^ the moill 
remote diriaiots 01 Britain. Ai^ in onr 
po8fe-60Mbe8| ud four ootMthat with mea Md wmMk 
eaModOi tilumdor Ibrouj^ tfaa atroete aaob day» Md idfal 

and nmae tbe myaiitioii of tibe cdbbwtod iftiigAi e. 

Dmmm M, qid a imboa at non imitibCb la faiMji, 

Jba at iMnpdi|Midia&i i tiaiitbia tp 



t THE HEABT OF MIDLOTHIAN 

Now and then, to o(»i^ete the leaemWance^ and to oonoot 
the pfeann^on of the veotuona diarioteen, it does happoi 
that the oaieer of these daalwg mala of Salmoneoa meets 
with as andesinhle and violent a teiminatitm as that of their 
uotolTpe. It is on sroh. aenmtm that the ‘inades* and 
ipi|e«' to as* the amn^utevehionlar phza^hnfeieaeiin^to 
roe the ezchai^ M tlm slow and saih moti<ni of the amnent 
fly-ooaches, whi<h, compared with the diariots at Hr. Pahmer, 
so ill deserve the name. Ihe anciant vehicle used to settle 
quietly down, like a shi^ sonttied and left to mnk by the 
g^nu influx of the wat^ while the modem is smashed to 
pieces with the velocity of the same vpsel hurled against 
Dieakms, or rather with the foiw of a bomb bursting at the con- 
clusion of its career through toe ait. The late ingenious Mr. 
Pennant, whose humour it was to set his ftos in stem opposi- 
tion to mesa speedy conveyances, had ooflec^ I have nei^ 
a formidable hst of such casualties, which, joined to the im- 
pcwition of innkeepers, idrose charges the passengeza bad no 
^e to dispute, the sauciness of the coachman, ana the uncon- 
trolled and deaths authority of the tyrant (^ed the gusad, 
held flnth a juoture of horror, to whira murder, theft, fiaud, 
and peiHilatiqn lent all their dark cdouring.^ But that widch 
gratanes the impatience of the human dispositaon will be prac- 
tised in the teeth of danger, and in defiance of admcmilaon ; 
and, in. deq>ite of the Cambrian antiquan, mail-coadheB not 
only roB their thnndms round the base of Penmen-Maur and 
Oaohr-Sdria but 


Mg^rtad SIdddaw Imm* ibr 
Hn isttUng of tkoBBKTtludMm 

And petfam the echoes of Ben Nevis may soon be awakened 
by the br^^ not of a warSke chieftain, but of the guard ei a 
i^-coaiidi. 

*f It was a &e summer day, and our fitideaohoel had obtained 
a half heyday, 1^ the mteroesrimi oi a goed-htaaeured virito.^ 
l esp e eted by the ooaeh a new nnudber m an mterestiQg pmied- 
ieal pu^cation, and walked fbrward (m the h^hway to meet it^ 
with the imparimiee idikh Gbwper has deeomed as aotmring 
the resident in the eounkty whw fcngiBg fer inteffigrace Iram 
flw mart of news; 

torZlvmtobopradss 



TBB HBA»3r i 

n* p«Mkr lM«Mgoa» tl« tat 
Ite kgio, ata ta imdiMiW md tM wit ^ 

iMi^- 1 kta «> taMr dM»«lt| 

I tan to ta ttatapriaoBM wna|^ fkta 
And 1^ flwm fota «ad atawa w ■yta. 

It was in<]i saoh feaUogs that I 4 j«d the agpioMh of ^ka 
new ooaoh, lately eeteUiahed m our imd, and Known I 7 thi 
name of w Smereeti idiidt, to aay troth, pommm eigne 
intereet for me^ even when it oonveya no mob u^Ortaafe 
infomtotion. l%e dktant trannlooe eonnd of ite whede waa 
heaid just as I gained the snnunit of the gentb aaoeztt^ oa^ 
the Qo^ biae, from whieh ^ oommana an estemdTe view 
down the valley^ of the river Ckuader. The pahho road, whioh 
oomes np the side of that steeam, and eroasee it at a hridge 
about a quarter of a mile from the place whne I was Sta nd i ng, 
mns paray throo^ inolosnxes and nlantatawia, and paru^ 
throng opmi pa^re land. It is a onildiah amnsement per* 
haps — but my lift has been roent with d^dien, end wlqr 
should not my pleasures be like tnmrs t — diihiish as it is, thm, 
1 must own I have had neat pleasure in watdbing the a^^[noaah 
of the carriage, where the opmiings of the road permit it to be 
seen. The gay glancing or the equipage, its mmuihfoed^end 
toy-like appearnoe at a distance, contrasted with the rapidity 
of its motion, its appeannoe and disappearaime at intervals, 
and the progreesivmy inoreadng sonnos that annoanee ihi 
nearer approami, have all to tim idle and listless sp ectator, who 
has nothing more impcutant to attend to, something ci awikeah 
mg interest. The ndioole may atta^ to me, wmoh is flung 
upon many an honest oiticen, who watdbes from the window in 
his villa the passage of the stage-coadh ; but it is a wnraatnai 
sonroe of amusement notwithstanding, and many itf those idto 
|mn in the laugh are polups not unusM toreernttoit inseonli 
- On the present oooadon, Imwever, fito had decreed tfaah I 
idumldnot erijoy the oonsommataon in the amassment by iwifiiiig 
the ooaoh ra^ past me as I sat on the tar( and haini^ flMi 
hoarse mtiegvmoeof the guard as hesldmined ftcthito 
grasp the expected packet^ without the carriage shesidnf tai 
oonise frn an instant I had semi toe velusle toundltf 
toe hill toat leads to tlm bihke with mere toatt' its inanA 
inmetnoeity, glittering all the wtote ta flatoes Asm * cisniy 
tatoinaote itf toe dM which bad end leaving * fosiii 

brfdad it <» toe-tead lUMnblhigft ileeaitonf ' " 
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But it did not sroear on tiie top of tl^ nearer bank vHlun tlie 
tunal space of tozee nunotes, whidi fieqnent oibaervaition bad 
oaabled me to aeoertain vas tiie medium lame fca etosang the 
Inidge and moimtiDg the ascent. When double that space 
had elap^ I became alaim^ and walked hastily £}nrard. As 
I came in sight of the bridge, the cause of delay was too 
manifest, for the Somerset h^ made a summerset in good 
earnest, uid ovOTtumed so completely, that it was litemlly 
resting upon the ground with the roof undermost, and the 
four irae^ in the air. The ‘exertions of the guard and coach- 
man,' both of whom were gratefuUy commemorated in the 
newspapers, having succeeded in disentangling the horses by 
cutting the harness, were now proceeding to ^tiioate the ‘ in- 
tides 'by a sort of summary and Cmsarean process of delivoy, 
forcing the hinges from one of the doors whitii they could not 
open otherwise. In this nuumer were two disconsolate damsels 
set at^ liberty firom the womb of the leathern conveniency. As 
tiiey immedutely began to settle their clothes, which were a 
litue dmmg^ as may be presumed, 1 concluded they had re- 
ceived^ no i^ury, and did not venture to obtrude my services 
at their toilett^ for which, I understand, I Imve smoe been 
reflected upon by the frdr sufierers. The ‘outsides,’ who must 
have bem discha^ed from their elevated situation by a sh^k 
resembling the springing of a mine, escap^ neverthtiess, with 
the usual allowance of scoatohes and bruises, excepting three, 
who, having been pitched into the river Ghmder, were dimly 
seen contending with the tide, like the relics of iEneasa 
shipwreck — 

Bari apparent nantea in gnrgite vaato. 

I applied my poor exertions where they seemed to be most 
needed, and with the assistance of one or two of the company 
nho had escaped unhurt, easily succeeded in fishing out two of 
the unfortunate passengers, who were stout active young fellows : 
and but for the prepoti»rou8 length of their greatcMts, and 
the equally fashionable latitude and longitude of fhtir Welling- 
t(m trousers, would have required little assistance fi»m any one. 
The third was tiddy and elderly, and might have perished but 
for the efforts used to preserve biim. 

When the two greatooated gentlemen had extricated them- 
selves from the nver, and shmren their ears Kke huge water- 
dbga a violent altaoation misned betwixt them and ^ 
OOSMCmman and guard, concerning the cause of thtir overthrow. 
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]b ^ ootane (tf the aqiuUble^ 1 i>bs«rv«d tiMtlbo^ n^jMW m- 
quintaaoes bdonMd to the kw, and tibat tktir^pKiibHioBdi 
dianMea ma lik^ to piova an ovetiaaiti^ Sir. tub mnp 
official tone (dUiegiiardiaaB (dtlMTdubk. Ite .dinnto onaed 
in gnaid asanring the paBaengeig that tiuQr mtud hatt 
seats in a hea'vy coach which would pass that in lOM than 
luJf an hoar, providing it were not {olL (%aace soomed to 
kvonr this ammgementt for when the expected vdikde arrived, 
there were only two plaoes oocapied in a carriage wlnA piei< 
fei^ to carry six. the two ladies who had been dhnntarred 
oat of the fiulen vdiiole were readily admitted, hut positive 
okeotions were stated bv those previously in possession to the 
admittance of the two lawvars, whose wetted eaiments bong 
modi of the nature of wdl-soaked spungy tnere was every 
reason to believe they would reiimd a oonmaomble part of the 
water they had oolleoted, to the inocmvenienoe of tadr fellow* 
passengers. On the other hand, the lawyers rejected a seat on 
the rooC alleging that they had only taken that station for 
pleasure for one sta^ but were entitled in all remeots to free 
egrm and regress nnm the interior, to whidi their omtraot 
positively referred. Alter some alteroaticm, in whidi something 
was said upon the edict NmUa, eaupmet, steAubtrii, the ooadu 
went off, leaving the learned gentlemen to abide by wdr artion 
of damages. 

They immediately applied to me to guide them to the next 
villam and the best inn ; and from the account I gave them of 
the Wallace Head, declared they were modi better pleased to' 
stop there than to go forward upon toe terms of that impudmt 
scoundrel the guard of theSomerset All that they now wanted 
was a lad to cany their travelling bags, who was eaaly pn- 
cuied from an adjoining cottage ; and they prepared to walk 
forward, when they found there was another passenger in toe 
same deserted situation with themselves. This was toe ddetof 
and sickly-looking person who had been predpitated into toe 
river along with toe two younglawyers. He^itseems, Irndbeen 
too modest to push his oto plea against the ooadnnan when be 
saw'toat of his betters rejected, mid now renudned behhtd whto 
a lode of timid anxiefy, plainly^ intonating toot he was 
in those meuis of recommendation which are neoesssiy pasiperti 
to toe ho^itality of an inn. 

I ventured to cah toe ottentom of toe two daAiag yonwr 
blades, for swh th^ seemed, to ^ desolate otmdiliett dr toi» 
ftUow-feaveller. l%ey todc the bint whh ready gosdeutona 
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* 0 , tna, Mr. Dnnorer,’ said ooe of tbe yoongstei^i *700 
amstiiofcTCauunoathejwii/Iiera; ^ nrast go and haTesomo-^ 
d<"nwr iritii 08 ; Halkit and I mart oavoa port-ohaise to go <m, 
at aU erents, and tve will art yon doim idureveir suits yon 
best’ 

poOT man, for snob bis dnas, as well as bis diffideaae, 
bespoke bim, made tbe sort of adamwledging bow by idiidi 
says a Sootdunaa, ’ It’s too mnob bonoor mr tbe like of me ’ ; 
and followed humbly behind bis gay patrons, all three be- 
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moistDie of their di^W garments, and ediibiting ^ im- 
gttlar and somewhat ridioalons appeanmoe of three persons 
suffering from the opposite extreme of humidity, while the 
summn sun was at its height^ and everyth^ else around them 
had the expression of heat and drought The ridicule did not 
escape &e young gentlemen themsmTes, and they had made 
what might be received as one or two tolerable jests on the 
8abj|^ mfore they had advanced &r on their perwrinatioa 
‘We cannot ocnnplain, like Cowley,’ said one of thmn, ‘ that 
Gideon’s fleece remains dir, while all around is moist ; this is 
the reverse of the miracle.^ 

‘ We ought to be received with gratitude in this good town ; 
we bring a supply of wlmt they seem to need mort' said Halkit 
‘ And distribute it with unparalleled generosity,’ relied his 
oompanicm: ‘performing the part of thim water-carts for the 
benefit of tneir dusty rmuls.’ 

‘ We oome before thmn, too,’ said Halkit, ‘ in fiill profiimonal 

force — counsel and agent ’ 

‘ And client,’ sud the yoi^ advocate, looking behind him. 
And then added, lowering his voice, ‘ that looks as if he hod 
kept such dangerous company too long.’ 

It was, indeed, too true, that the humble follower of the gay 
young men had the threadbare appearance of a wom-ont liti- 
gant, and I could not but smile at the conceit, though anxious 
to conceal my mirth fimn the olneot of it 
When we arrived at the Walhoe Inn, the elder of the £din- 
bu^h ^tiemen, and whom 1 understood to be a barrister, 
insutod that I should ranun and take part of their dinner ; 
and their inquiries and demands raeedilr put my Landk^ and 
his whole fomily in motion to produce the nest (heer whkh the 
larder and cellar afforded, and proceed to code it to the best 
advanta^ a scienoe in wfakh our entertainers seemed to be 
ly skilled. In other reqieotB th^ were liv^ youqg 
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nyeb is oomamn to wa lii^m okiMt of - 
ban^ and ufaidi aeoilj raaonUai tiMkoftiwj 
in tta dns of Storio aad AddHoa Aa dr ] . 

Quito tiiodbMMter of am of fiabtoa oad laom^floiiotito 
aits. A fine gentlomaa. fared in the thoroa^ hSaMM •wi 
inuuty of ponoit, whm I nndoratend ia afanlQtelv aeoeaaarj 
to the dianoter in petfeotion, afight in e& ]p«obamfity have 
taaoed » tinge of nrofeaaioDal pedantiy whidi mamd ihe 
bemster in fl|Hte of me efiiMta, and eoMOthiiv of Mtiee bafak 
in bis onnpanion, end woold oertdnly heee ortaeted anae than 
a fiodiionable mixtate of infimnafaon and animated intenat id 
the tangnage at both. Bat to me, oho had no paetaomma to 
be 80 eri^al, mv oompanionB a ome d to film a am 
miatare of good-oieeding and libaal infarmatinn, «m a dta* 
podtioQ to uvelj ratde^ pun, and ieet amnaing to a gtaee maii» 
Deerase it ia vlmt he himaelf oan mat eaailp eonunand. . 

The thin pale-firnd mao, whom tiwir food-amtoM had 
broui^t into tiieir sooiety, looked mit of daoe, aa well aa oat 
of apirita, sate on the edra of his seat, and ke^ ^ dhahr at 
two feet diatooa firom m tal^ thus inoommot&ig h^— I# 
oonaderably in oonweying the rimab to hia mootk aa if Im 
way of panaaoe tat pwtaaang of them in the oonpray of Im 
aapai<»a A short time aAn dinner^ dadining all aatnaif to 
partake of the wine, wfaieh dioolated finely nrand, ha 
himself of the boor a^en the ohaiae had ba«i<n^im to oittsad^ 
and saying ha would be in nadiaaaa, modealfy witihdbow ftom 
the apartamt. 

‘Jaw,’ said the barrister to hia eosqMnion, * I : 
poor fellow’s feoe ; you qpoka mors fawy thra jroa 
of; he really is one of my oBostd poor man.’ 

‘Poor asral’ eehoed uaBdi sopposa yon 
your one aad <nily diantt’ 

‘That ’s not nnr faafak dnek.' n^wd the 

diaeoTeied was Haidm. ‘TonoMto^vei 

Toa know: aad if yoa hare nonai, the laaaned i 
ktiows nothing ora ooBW of Mtlai«,' 

‘Ton seem to hare bron^t sororihing to nodikg Ulmodlb In 
thaoaaeof^honartimaa. Haloohsaatflmweailpfatafetmt 
to hraoar with hm saaidenoa the Hog or ov 
‘Toaaiemmtakea: j— * -^-lirirnril frmn ft tllir tflwiil 
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Ime IooIbi for an emboatioiL I^, lb. P fc tt iea o i i, Itam jum 
iMan in Edinbaii^ t ' 

1 aasirerad in the affinaaim. 

* l%ea yon mast have paaaed, ooeaskmally at laaBt» tho«^ 
probaldf not so fiuthfnlly as I am domned to do» witMigh a 
narrow intricate passage^ leading oat of the nortb-west oorner 
of the Fariiament Sqaaie^ and paaang hy a hij^ and antiqae 
bnildinib witli tnnets and iron iprates, 

Mating good the aoTing odd» 

Hoar tiie oharoh and far from Ood* — 

Mr. HaOrit brdce in npon his learned oonnsel, to oontribnte 
his moiety to the riddle — 'Having at the door the sign of the 
Bed Man ’ 

‘And being on the whole,’ resnmed the oonnseilori inteimpt- 
ing his Mend in his turn, 'a sort of place where misfiMnne is 
happily oonfoonded widi guilty where all who are in wish to get 
out ’ 

'And where none who ^ve the good Indc to be out wish to 
get in,’ added bis oompanimi. 

‘1 oonoeive you, gentiemen,’ rqilied I: ‘you mean the 
prison.’ 

‘ The prison,’ added the young lawyer. ‘ Yon have hit it — 
the very reverend tolbooth itsrif; and let me tell yon, yon are 
obliged to ns for describing it wi& so mn<fo modesty and brev- 
ity ; for wirii whatever amnlifioatimis we mij^t have chosen to 
deomrate the subject, yon lay entirety at our mert^, since the 
Fadmm Conscript of onr <n1^ have obcieed that the venmable 
edifice its^ shall not remain in eristence to confirm or to 
ooirfote ns.’ 

‘l%en the tolbooth of Edmboii^ is called the ]%oit of 
Midlothian t’ said L 

‘So termed and reonted. I assnre von.* 

‘I thmh^’ said 1, with the bashfolmffi^nce with wfaidi a man 
lets slip a pnn in the presence of bis superiors, ‘the metropolitan 
oonnty may, in that eas& be said to have a sad Imart’ 

‘Bight as my glove, Mr. Fatriescm,’ added Mr. Hatdie; ‘and 
ft dose heart, and a hud heart Keep it np, JadL' 

‘And a wicked heatb and a poor hearb* answered Hslktb 
doing his beet 

'Mid yet it may be called in aosne sort a stra^ heart and 
ft hig^ heut’ rejoined the advocate. ‘Yon see 1 can pot yon 
both ont of heart* 
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*1 liKfe ^Ted all mj haaitib’ Mid At 

'Than mH havt anoAer laad»' aoawand Idi 
'And aa to Ae old and omdamnad toQiooAb 'mai pllgr Ae 
aaaMhoBoar oaanot ba done to itaa liaa baea dona to auay 
of ito inmatea. Why Aoold not Aa t<dbooA hava Ha **l<att 
^a^ Gcmitoak^ and Dviaff Words " 1 Dia <dd stoMamrald 
bo jnat aa oonadooa of Aa bonoor aa maiw ikWxt davil lAo 
baa danglad lika a taaaal at Aa vast tm of adiila Aa 
bawkera vera Aontiiig a eonlbaaion Aa oabrit bad nevar 
beard of' 

*lamafi»td,*aaidl, *ifl laif^t praaome to fliiw my 4^biion, 
it would be a tale of nuTaried aomm and gnih/ 

‘Not entirely, my jfiriand,' said Ehrdie; ‘a prism is a world 
within itself and baa its own burin^ gne6, joya, peculiar 
to its cin^ Its inmatea are someAnes Aort-Uw^ biH so are 
soldiers on aanrioe ; they ate poor tdatindy to Aa world wiA- 
out but there are de^pees of wealA and poTerfy among Aem, 
and so some are relatiTely rich also. They cannot stir Aroad, 
bat neiAer can Ae samaon of a besieged forf or As crew of 
a ship A sea; and Aay are not under a dispenaation quite ao 
deqwiato aa mther, for Aqr may have aa much food as they 
haTC money to buy, and are not obhged to wodi ebathar they 
baTe food or not* 

‘But what variety of inoidenf’' said 1, not wiAont a aeeret 
view to my p resen t tarit ‘ooiAi poasiUy be derived from sneh 
a work as you are pleaaad tq^taflc oft ’ 

'InfouA* rqdied Aa young advooata. ‘Whatever of nilf 
crime, imposture^ folly, anbeaid-<tf mtofortunet and nnkelBed* 
for Aange of fr>rtanek.eaa be found to obequer lilt my laut 
SpeeA <n Aa TolbooA shmld iUnstrata wiA esamples sufri- 
ownt to mnge avmi tlm paUie’s aJl>devonriag oppatito for Ae 
wondsAu tad horriUa. The inventor of fotiti^ nanatnes 
has to laok bis bruns for means to diver^ his tafo and after 
aU con hardly hit upm chaiacters or inoidaiits wbko have not 
been used agam andagam, until they are fomiliar to Ae eye 
Aa reader, so that Aa daveloinaei^ m lhm i mt, Aa despaieto 
wound of wfaioh the hero never dim Ae burning ftvM frmn 
which Aa heroiiia is sure to reoovwj baooma a mare uMttor of 
co ur s e. I join wiA my hmast friend Oeshbe^ a^ haes an 
mdueliy propensity to h^ when hope H loaf bm to rely ttyon 
Ae eorkdadkef wfaioh oorries Aa heroes of ronumOi aufo 
Arongfo aUAe Inllows of affiriion.* Ha Am daAAwMd An 
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liiQowiiig puMga^ xallMr in& too maoh than too little ran* 
pluuns: — 

Maeh hvn I iNuc^dt bat $m no move aAniidi, 

Wb«& mie dbiKe boMitj, \ff tome wretch 
it dmim om^ sodi digtsMted mod* 

1%«I iriionstkfoitM a dratdfnl deed. 

KotoodoL Let ioUd oralk impoand 
Tho ceptire iidre and dig a moat aronad ; 

Let tiiM be bmaen loen and ban of etod. 

And koepon oroel, indi ae nerer M . ; 
yfi&L not a ilimle note tim puna anp|d7» 

And wben ehe oegs, let men and maids deny; 

Be windowe there Lorn which the dare not fbll, 

And hdp so distant, *tb in vain to call ; 

Still meaiM of freedom will aome Power devise^ 

And from the baAed roffian snatdi his prise. 

‘The Old of nnoertimly,’ lie ooneladed, ‘is ttie death of in- 
terost ; and l»noe it hapMns that no one now reads novels.’ 

‘Hear him, ye godsT letumed his oominiuon. ‘I assnte 
yon, Mr. Pattiescm, yon will hardly visit this kmimd gentle- 
hot yon are likely to find the new novel most in repute 
lying on hu table — snugly intrenched, however, hmreath Stair’s 
Iiutittitea, or an open volmne of Morison’s Decimom! 

‘Do 1 dmy it 1’ mud the hopeful jurisconsult, ‘or wherefore 
should I, since it is well known these Delilahs seduced my 
wisets and my beht^f May thOT not be fonnd lurking 
amidst the multiplied memorials of our most distingui^ed 
counsel, end even peeping fi»m under the cushion of a judge’s 
am-ehwf Our senum at the bar, within the bar, and even 
(m the bendi, read novdb ; and, if not bdied, some of them 
have wiit^ novels into the heigain. I only say, that I read 
fima haUt and finm inckdenoe, not from real mterest; thah 
like Anoieat Pistol devouri^ his leel^ I read and swear till I 
get to the end of the oaiiataTO. But not so in the reid records 
M human vu^es, not so in the State TViah, or in the JBocdkt 
<tf AijowmaC, where every now and then you r^ new pages 
ttie human hearty and turns <£. fortune ^ beyond wnat the 
boldeBt novelist evm attenqitod to ^!oduoe firam the odnage of 
hulnain.’ 

‘ And ^ sach narmttves,’ 1 a&ed, ‘you siqipoee the histoty 
of the prison of Sdinhumh mi^t afford m^ropriaite nuLfawiaU f ’ 
‘In a de(^ nnmnuifiy am^ my dw sk/ said Bardie. 
‘Fill your ^asa, however, in the BMBiiwhde. Was it not for 
many yearn Ihe plaoe mi^ the Padiamei^ met^l 
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Wm it not James’s ^bue oi irtnb inftwwij % 

a se^ow weadisa^ iRolrn fixrth <m him sri^ dm 4aieB;«f 
smnd of the Ixnd sad of Qideim ; bnxtg &rth th«^mdbsdfiEiUiaiL*’t 
Snoe that time how many heuts hinm thrahlwd whihia thme 
irnHs, as the tolling <rf the ndgyxmring bell aimonaoed to them 
how &st ^ sands of thmr 1 i£b wen ebbing ; how maay iMtst 
have sank at the soniui how many wen supported by staUtom 
pride and dogged resolation ; how many by the oonstdaiagns e( 
region t Have then not been some^ loddng hade (m the 
motives of their erimee, wen soane aue to nndmetand how they 
i^oald have had snoh temptation as to sedooe them from virtim l 
and have then not, perhaps, been others, who, sendde of their 
innooeno^ wen divided between indignation at the nndeserved 
doom whidi they w«re to undergo, consciousness tiiat they h^ 
not deserved it and raoldi^ anxiety to discover some way in 
which they might yet vindicate themselves t Do yon suppose 
any of these deep, powerful, and agitating feelings can be 
recorded and pernsea without exciting a oorretmnfflng ^p^ 
of deep, powet^ and agitating interert t Oh I do but wait till 
1 publish the eatues eftmres of Caledonia, and yon will find no 
want of a novel or a tragedy for some time to come. The true 
thing will triumph over the brightest inventions of the most 
ardent imagination. eat veritas, at preevaUbH’ 

* 1 have imderstood,’ said 1, encouraged by the afifebility 
of my rattling entert^er, ‘that less of this intmest must 
attach to Scottish jurisprudence than to that of anv othm 
country. The general morality of our people, their seW and 
prudent habits ’ 

‘ Secure them,’ smd the barristear, ‘ agiunst any great increase 
of professional thieves and depreoatoi^ but not againdt wiU 
ana wayward starts of feiuy and passion, pr^ucing crimes of 
mi extraordinary desoriptii^ which are precisely tmise to ^ 
detail of which we listen with grilling interest &:^[^aad has 
been much longer a highly dvilised conn^ ; Imr subjects have 
been very stripy amenable to laws administered wnhout fimr 
or fevom ; a complete diviskm of labour bos takou jdaee among 
her subjects ; and the very thieves sad robbors form a diti&ot 
claeB in sod^, subdivided among themsdves accordhBg to the 
sulgeot of then* depredations, and the mode in wluih thew mazy 
thm on, acting upon regular hal^ and ptindples, wlmfir Oils 
be oalonlated antidpated at Bow Strej^ Hatten Chidea^Or 
the Old Bmley. Our sister kii^dmn is like acuftivahed 
the fetmm ^eots that^ in i^te of all bis oai% a okcMni 
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(rf iroeds wQl rise vitli tha com, and oan joa beforobuid 
&eii names and appeamnoe. Bat Scotland is like <»e her 
own Highland gflens, and the moralist who reads the records of 
her criminal jansprudenoe will find as man^ onripns anonoalons 
&ot8 in the histwy of mind as the botanw will detect rare 
specimens among W dingles and diffs.’ 

‘And ihat’s all the good yon have obtuned firom three 
perus^ of the C<mmentarie» on Seottiah Criminal Juriapm- 
dencef* sud his companion. ‘1 snppoee the learned author 
very little thinlra that the &ots which his erudition and acute- 
ness have accumulated for the illustration of legal doctrines 
might 1)6 Bo arranged as to form a sort of appendix to the 
half-bound and slip-shod volumes of the oiroulatmg library.’ 

I ’U bet you a pint of claret,’ said the elder lawyer, ‘ that 
he will not reel sore at the comparison. But as we say at the 
bar, “ I beg I may not be interrupted ” ; I have much more to 
say upon my Scottish collection of eauaea edUbrea. Tou will 
please recollect the scope and motive given for toe contrivance 
and execution of many extraordinary and daring crimes, by 
toe long civil dissensions of Scotlwd; by toe hereditary 
jurisdictions, which, until 1748, rested toe investigation of 
crimes in judges, ignorant, parti^ or interested ; by toe habits 
of toe gentry, shut up in toeir distant and solitary mansion- 
houses, nursing toeir revengeful passions just to keep toeir 
blood firom stwnating; not to mention that amiable national 
qualifioatioi^ t^ed toe jperfervidum ingmium Scotomm, which 
our lawyers join in allemng as a reason for the severity of some 
of our_ enactments, v^en I come to treat of matters so 
mjrsterious, de^ and dangerous as these circumstances have 

E 'ven rise to, the blood of each reader shall be curdled, and 
s epidermis crisped^ into goose-skin. But, hist ! here comes 
the Iwdlord, wito tidings, I suppose, that the chaise is ready.’ 

It was no such thi^: toe tidu^ bore, that no chaise 
could be had that evening, for Sir Fetor Plymn had carried 
forward my Landlord’s two pairs of horses that morning to the 
ancient royal borough of Bupbleburgh, to look after his interest 
there. But as Bubbleburgh is only one of a set of five boroughs 
whidi club their shares for a member of Parliament, Sir Peter’s 
adversary had judiciously watched his departure, in order to 
commence a canvass in toe no less royal borough of Bitem, 
whici^ as all toe w(^ knows, lies at the very termination 
of Sir Peter’s avenue, and been held in leading-stirings 
him and has ancestors for time immmnorial. Now Sir P^ier 
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ms tfans ^aced in ^ sitoniaon an amMtiom sunwndib 
after banns oonunenoed a daxins undid into bis. eneaues’ 
territories, is saddenly recalled 07 fa iay$mm of Ins oms 
hereditary dominicHis. He ms oUissd in oonsei|Qenoe to 
retain firom the half>won boroaph of Bnldblebiugfl^ to kdc 
after the half-lost borough of Bitem, and tbs two puts of 
horses which had ouried him that morning to Bubmebn^ 
were now ftioibly detained to taansport him, his agent, uu 
vdet, hiiHester, and his hard-drinker across the country to 
Bitem. The cause of this detention, which to me was of as 
little consequence as it may be to the reader, was impcntant 
enough to my companions to recondle thmn to the delay. 
Like eagles, they smelled the battle a&r off, ordered a magnum 
of oluret and at the Wallaoe, a^ entered at foil career 
into the Bubbleburgh and Bitem politics, witii all the probable 
‘petitions and complaints ’ to wmoh toey were likely to give 
nse. 

In the midst of w anxious, animated, and, to me, mort 
unintollimble discussion, concerning provosts, bailiei^ deaconsL 
sets of boroughs, leets, town-oler^ burgesses resident and 
non-resident, all of a sudden the lawyer recollected hinmalf, 
‘Poor Dunover, we must not forget nun’; and the landlord 
was despatched in quest of the pamre tonteiac, with an earnestly 
civil invitation to 1^ for the rest of the evening. I could not 
help asking the young g^tlemen if they knew^ the history 
of this poor man ; and we counsellor applied himself to his 
pocket to recover the memorial or brier firom whiibi he had 
stated his cause. 

‘He has been a candidate for our rmedium mttembih,’ said 
Hardie, ‘commonly called a cestio bonortm. As there are 
divines who have doubted the eternity of future punishments, 
so the Scotch lawyers seem to have thought that the (uime 
of poverty might be atoned for by something short of perpetual 
impiisomnent. After a month’s confinement you must Iokiw^ 
a prisoner for debt is entitled, on a safodent statement to 
our Supreme Court, setting forth the amount of his fhncb, ai^ 
the nature of his misfortunes, and surrendering ^ his effa^ 
to his creditors, to daim to be dischaiged fimm prisom’ 

‘ I had heard,’ 1 ^lied, ‘ of such a humane legnlatton.’ 

‘Tes,’ said HalMt ‘and the beauty of it is, as toe 
fellow said, you may get the ceeeio when the bonortww. ass |dl 
spent. But what, ue you pussliim in your potoeto to em 
your only memoml among old play-lnm^ letters 
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» neeilai^ ctf tite &iQtih]r, rales <i tike ^e^distiTd Sedel^, 
sjrlbliQB (^leetnues-^ sH misoelbuieotis o^ttrats of & Toai« 
sdvooaile’s poddst^ whidt e^tains eveiyduiig but briea and 
bank-notes f Gan you not state a oase of esanb vithcmt yonr 
memotM t Wby, it is done erexT Satnrday. . 7%e emits feUov 
eadi other as regnlariy as dook-wcork, and one form of oon- 
desoendenoe might snit evay one of them.’ 

‘IMs is very nnlike the variety of distrem ^oh this gentle- 
man stated to &11 under the considMalion of your judges,’ 
aaid L 

‘True,* repEed Halkit ; ‘but Hardie qioke of criminal juris- 
piudenoe, and this business is purely civil I could plead a 
eesaio mmlf without the inspiring honours of a gown and 
three-tailed periwig. Listen. My cEent was bred a journey- 
man weaver — made some Ettle money — took a fiurm — (ror 
oonduot^ a like driving a rig, comes by nature) — late 
severe times — induced to sign bills with a friend, for which he 
received no value — lemdlord sequestrates — creditors accept a 
oompositiim — pursuer sets up a pubEc-house — &ilB a second 
time — is incarcerated for a debt of ten TOundi^ seven shillings 
and smience — his debts amount to blaiu — his losses to blank 
— his ^ds to blank — leaving a balance of blank in his Eivour. 
Ihera is no opposition ; your lordships wiU please grant com- 
mission to take his oath.’ 

Hardie now renounced his ineffectual search, in which there 
was pmhaps a Ettle affectation, and told us me trie of ^r 
Dunover’s distresses, with a tone in which a degree of ^1- 
ii^, which he seem^ ashamed of as unprofessional, mingled 
with his attmnpts at wit, and did him more honour. It was 
one of those tales vhioh seem to argue a sort of iU-lu<h or 
fatality attached to the hero. A weU-infbrm^ indastrious, 
and blamele^ but pocS‘ imd bachiul, man had in vain essayed 
aU the usual means by which others acquire independence, yet 
had never succeeded DOTond the attainment of bare subsistmoa 
Buriim a brief gl^um oi hope, rather than of actual prosperity 
he had added a wife and mmily to hie cares, but the dawn was'"* 

r dily overeaet. Evervthing retrograded with him towaniB 
verge of the miry Slough of Bespond, w^^ yawns far 
ins()lvent drintors ; and after catching at each ta% and experi- 
encing^ the jnotracted agony of feeling than one by one «nde 
bis graep,^ he aotuaEy suidc into the iimy pit whenee he had 
exraoated by tw profesacnml exerthms c^ibnEe. 



rm MEMm <» mautmum 


u 



•Jad, I inpsM^ nm yaa 1mi»» 4i«g|^ tiiu !«» 4inS 
adxM^fimirm leavs hm aatf iwhtit onai# biMitlai 
ibrIumseffr’BaidHattit 

<ihiiig ia Us ear, of vMeb tbe MM^ntiiig aiiiii 
iror^ *lDteirMt with mj krd,' abme leadMd mm^ 

‘It is pmkm mnn^pH,* said EEar^ laagjmig, *to piiMtide 
fcr a milled eiieBt; bat I was tMokiag ol what yoa aieaitiiM, 
provided it oaa be managed. But Imh 1 hen heoamsa’ 

The reoent relatioii of the poor man’s misfortunes had given 
bi™, I was pleased to observe, a daim to the attention ai^ 
respect of the young mei^ who treated him with i^t civility, 
and gradually engaged hm in a oonvemtimi, whioh, much to 
my satis&ction, again turned upon the oatMSs eil^tres of 
Scotland. Emboldened by the kmdn^ with whidi he was 
treated, Mr. Dunover b^ian to contribute his share to tlm 
amusement of the evening. Jails, like other places, have thmr 
ancient traditions, known only to the inhabitants, and handed 
down from one set of the melanoholy lodgers to the next who 
occupy toeir cells. Some of these^ which Dunover meiitioned, 
were mteresting, and served to illustrate^ the nanafaves or 
reinarkable tri^ which Hordie had at his finger-ends, and 
which his companion was also well skilled in. This sort of 
conversation passed away Ihe evening till the early Imur when 
Mr. Dunover chose to retire to rest, and I also retieatod to 
take down memorandums of what 1 had learned, in ordra to 
add another narrative to those whioh it had been ^ cUdf 
amusmnent to collect, and to write out in detail Tne two 
young men ordered a broiled bone, h^eira negus, and a padc 
of cards, and commenced a game at pioquet. 

Next morning the travellers left Gai^deroleugh. 1 aftor- 
wards learned Sxnn tire papers that both have bem since 
engaged in the great politic cause of BtibblebuKh and ffitom, 
a summary case, and entitied to particular <mq>atdij but 
which, it is thought^ neverthdess, may outlast the duration d 
the parliamwt to whudi the ocmtest rerars. Mr. HaUd^ as tii0 
"new^pers informed me, acts as agent or scdidtor : Ife 

Harme opened for Sir Peter Plyem with singular ability, md 
to suifo goc^ purpose, that I understand he has once had 
fower play-bills and m(ne briefo in hu podret. And both tte 
young gentlemen deserve tl^ good nntoim ; fi» X learned 
finnn Dunover, who called on me smne weeks aAerwaid% aad 
ooimunioated tiie intdligenoe with tears in his ^yei^ that 
thmr interest had availed to obtain him a snmB iat thi 
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deoMit maintwumoe of his ; and thai^ after a tnjn 
obnataat and aainterrapted mkrortane^ he ooald trace a dawn 
of prosperity to his having the j^ood fortune to he finng from 
the tc^ of a mail-ooaoh into the river Oander, in oon^anjr with 
an advocate and a writer to Ihe dgnet The readerwiU not 
perhaps deem Umself equally oblige to the aoddent^ dnoe it 
brings ap<m him the following narrative, founded upon the 
oonversataon of the evening. 



CHAPTER II 


Whoe’er '■ been at Puis mnst needs know the Qihv% 

The fttsl letreat of the nnfortnnste hrare, 

When h<moar and jnstice most oddly oontribote, 

To ease heroes’ pains by an haltu and gibbet. 

Then death Ineaks the shaokles which fone had rat on, 

And the hangman completes what the jndoe but began ; 

Thus the squin of the pad, and kniw m the post, 

Bind their pains no morn baulk’d, and their hq^ no mma otoae’d. 

Fbiob. 


A oesdi(maptriiat is now oalled Oxford Road. ibiEdiabii^^ 
a large open street, or rather oblong square, snrrouiuled bjr li]|^ 
houses, (^ed the Ghrassmarket, was used for the same melai^ 
<fool^ puroose. It was not ill chosen for sndi a aoene, bong ol 
oonad^ble extent, and therefore fit to aoeommodate a giaatt 
number of spectators, such as are usually assembled W tUa 
melancholy spectacle. On the other hand, fisw of the noasea 
whudi surround it were, even in early times, inhabited by 
persons fiuduon ; so that those like^ to be offended or over 
demly affected by sudi unpleasant exhilntioDS were not in 


deq;tly affected by sudi unpleasant exhilntions were not in Hie 
way m having their quiet disturbed by them. houses m 
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yet the {dace is not without some foatures of grandeur, bdsff 
overhung \n the southwn nde of the hi^» row on whidi the 
castle shmoi, and by the moss-grown batuements a^ tnimtaid 
walk of that andent fintress. 


It was the oustom, until within these thirty veais- or thsnh 
abouts, to use this eqilanade fat the soeim of jMiwo exoB^SPiiK 
Ihe dw was announoed to the puUic by ths ^ ^ 
qS a huge l&ok gallows-tree towards the eairtesn e^ iff 
GiaaSsuahek !I%u ill-amened apparitien was dT gieiff: " * 
with a scaffold summnding tt| and « double ladder 

vouTO— a 
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flfBiiigt itk £» the aeoeot oi the xoBhamf oniaiial and ti» 
e3Eeeiiti(Hiec. As ^ appamtos ma almja anaju^ befine 
dawB, it Beamed as if t£e gallom had grown oat <d the earth 
in tlm course of (me nigh^ like ^ jwodaetitm of some fool 
demon ; and 1 wdl rememba the finsht inth whi<di the echool- 
bom when I was <me of thm number, used to regard these 
ominous si^ of deadly prepuation. On the night aftmr the 
exeouticm ^ ^ows'wap diaa||)eaiei|],,aad was oonveyed in 
silenoe and darkness to me place where it was usually deposited, 
wfai<^ was one (^ tire vaults under the Parliameot Jliffiuse, or 
ooTirts of jiustioe. This .mode of amcuticm is now exchanged 
fox one aimilaT to that in front of Newgate^ with what 
beneficial effect is imoertain. The mental sufferings of the 
oonviet ate indeed shorteDed. He no longer stalks between 
the attendant etergymen, dressed in his giave-cdothee, through 
a considerable part of the ei^, lookii^ like a moving and 
walUn^ ompse, while yet an inhaintant of this world ; but, as 
the (titKoate purpose of punishment has in view the prevention 
of crimes, it may at least be doubted whether, in abridging 
the melancholy , oeremony, we have not in part drminished that 
amiallii^ effect upon the Epeetat(»s which is t^ useful end of 
aflj saeh iriflkjtions, and in coosidetation of 'fdiich akme, unksss 
in ii«iy >pBttionlaar cases, capital sentences can be altogether 
justified. 

V >Qn the 7th day of September 1736 these ominous piepa- 
ntions frir easeouticn were descried in the place we have 
deseribed, and at an early hour the space around begun to be 
ooei^ed by several groups who gued on the scaffold and 
g^bm with a stem uid vindictive show of satisfrkotion rexy 
aehdem teetiSed hjr the populaoek whose good>natnre in most 
esses frniietB the erinte of the condemned per8(m, and ({«eUs 
c^won ltis misery. But the act of which Hm expected eul^rh; 
had (been, convieted was of a descriptkni calculated needy and 
ohjaafy jto moken and kritate the lesentfiil fedings of &e 
mbltitikk IXhe tale -is .well known; yet it is neossssty to 
lu e umtiulii te >hs ^leaifing iobeumstanoes, for the better unto-, 
standing what is to follow j and the nanative may mve 
hid 1 tnist not munterestang, oim to tiiose who have heud 
its geneml wraa.; - At >a^ rate, some detail is neoeesay, 
eito to srender intaiygi&l the snbseq^t eve^ of triur 
Bmaktivb. ■ ■ '■ ' 

tnukk timiu^pt’StRkecwt’thAfdct of J^toniate 
|mmmmefrt».bymBM(»ahiig.on itsiseemues^^tiii^^ kytitee 



uid:ddbatte£tt'i^'XB^ ‘tif 'iMM tii)gii||(^1k 
it» {0 ndi ii^uDjr focJceS iip(m, tal|E^ibri^&^ 

in a vwy lu^u' point df -new; ‘On 
m l^toae ooQiktrieH whore it prevaflii,'the dtewreati hudieih'am 
most inteSige^ of Ihe peksui^-m «igm 

’ ilfew t transaotaons, and ts^ (^ften witibi tiie saniotion ^ J1£e 
fitimeis and infMor gentry. Smugding was almost nnitiiiaal 
in Scotland in tiie reigns m GeoigaL and II ; fat the pOO^ 
unaccoatomed to imposts, and regaiding them as an mgdSt 
aggression qpon their andent liomtaeB, made no sorujda to 
emde them whenever it was TOssible to do so. 

The connty of Kfe, bonndea by two firths on the son& and 
north, and 1^ the sea on the east, and having a ntunber*of 
small seaports, was long fiuned for muntaining snocessfolly a 
contraband trade ; and as there were many seaforing men re- 
siding there, who had been pirates and ouooaneers in their 
youth, thwe were not wanting a suffideht number of daring 
men to oai^ it on. Among th^ a follow called Andrew 
Wilson, originally a baker in tiie viB^ of Pathlmad, was par- 
ticnlarly obnoxious to the revenue officers. He was possessed 
of great pepional strength, courage, and cunning, was pw- 
footly acquainted with the coast, and capable of oonaucring the 
most desperate ente^rises. On several ooeadons he succeeded 
in baffling the pursuit and researches of the king’s offioers ; but 
he became so much the object of their suspicuMis and watdbial 
attention that at length he was tota^ mined ly repented 
seizures. Ihe man beo^e desperate. He considered hhUielf 
as robbed and plundered, and took it into his head that he 
had a right to make reprisals, as he could find opportunity. 
Where the he^ is prepared for evil opportunity issddom 
wanting. This Wilson leanfod that tlm collector the ottstiuns 
atEirkoaldyhad come to Pittenweem, in the course of his of&M 
round of duty, with a oonrideraUe sum of public money in 
custody. As the amount was greatly within the yriiw af'0b»' 
goods which been seized fom him, Wilwm folt ho 
of cousdenoe in resolving to reimburse himself fofr hit lotweif^ 
the expense of the eolleOtor and the revenue. He assbhh^ 
with mmsetf one Bohertson and two other idfo yifoiig 
hhom, hying herii oonoemed in the saami ilBsa, 
peaunaded to view the tnuasetion in tire same jhrilhfoih'iykt 
m whfoh he himself eonrideted it. Th^ whtobed' ^ 
ol’ . the oc^fector; tifoy tmoke fint^y' nffioi, tlfo 'hiigiie tmw 
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lioilectot'fi apadaamf^ vldle Bobertson,^ the ^xiri^ kept midi 
at the door vith a imtm oatlass in lus hand. offieer of 
tiM ooston^ oonodviiw his life in danger, esoaped ont of his 
bedroom window, and fled in his shirt, so that ^ plxmdema 
with mnoh ease^ possessed themselves (tf abont two hundred 
pounds of public money. This robbery was committed in a 
very audacious manner, fer serial persons were passing in the 
street at the time. But Bobertson, representing the noise they 
heard as a dispute or feay betwixt the collector and the peo- 
ple of the house, the wormy citizens of Pittenweem felt them- 
selves no way called on to interfere in behalf of the obnoxious 
revenue officer ; so, satisfying themselves with this very su]^- 
floial account of the ma^r, uke the Levite in the parable, wev 
passed on the opposite side of the way. An alarm was at length 

S 'ven, military were called in, the dmredators w^ pursued, 
le booty recovered, and Wilson and Bobertson tried and con- 
demned to death, chiefly on the evidence of an accomplice. 

Many thought that, m consideration of the men’s erroneous 
opinion of the nature of the action they had committed, justice 
might have been satisfied with a less forfeiture than that of 
two lives. On the other hand, firom the audacity of the feot^ 
a severe example was judged necessary ; and such was the 
opinion of the government When it became apparent that the 
sentence of death was to be executed, files, and other imple- 
ments necessary for their escape, were transmitted semetly to 
the culprits by a friend firom without By these means mey 
sawed a bar out of one of the prison windows,^ and might have 
made their escape, but for the obstinacy of WUson, who, m he 
was daringly resolute, was doggedly jrartinaoious of his opinion. 
His oonmMe, Bobertson, a young and slender man, proposed to 
make the exroriment of p^ii^ the feremost through the gap 
th^ had made, and enlarging it firom the outidde, if necessary, 
to allow Wilson fiee passage. Wilson, however, insisted on 
making the first er^rimen^ and being a robust and lusty man, 
he not only found it impossible to get through betwixt the bars, 
but, by his struggles, he jammed himself so fest that he was 
unable to draw ms bod:^ back again. In these circumstances 
discovery became unavoidable ; and sufficient precauti^ were 
taken by the jailor to prevent any rqietition of the same at- 
tempt. Bobertson utis^ not a word of reflection ^ his com- 
panion £» the oonseq|wnoes of his obstinacy : but it appea^ 
ztmn the seq^uel that Wilson’s mind was deeply improisM with 
the reocdlectum that, but for him, his comrade, over whose miiid 
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he exenssed eonsideraUe infloeDoe, ifo^ ttofc here cffiinged in 
the mminitl entet^ise idiMdi had tmnioated thus ; and 
that BOW he had beoome his destroyer a seocmd time, tinoe, Imt 
£» his obetinaOT, Robeitsmi might haire effected ok eec«^ 
Mind s like Wilron’s, even when exercised in evil imctmes, 
Bmetimes retain the power of thinking and resolving wi& 
entimsiastio gcmerosity. His whole thoughts were now heBt 
on tile possil^ty of saving Bobertson’s life, without tiie least 
xei^ieet to his own. The resolution which he adopted and the 
manner in which he carried it into effect, were striking and 
unusual 

Adjacent to the tolbooth or city jail of Ethnhurgh is one of 
three churches into which the cathedral of St. Wes is now 
divided, called, from its vicinity, the Tolhootii Church. It 
was the custom that criminals under sentence of death wen 
brought to this church, with a sufficient guard, to hear and join 
in public worship on the Sabbath befon execution. It was 
supposed that the hearts of these unfortunate persons, however 
haraened befon against feelings of devotion, could not but be 
accessible to them upon uniting , their thoughts and voices, for 
the last time, along with their fellow-morials, in addrening 
their Creator. And to the r^ of the oongr^tion it was 
thought it could not but be impressive and affecting to find 
their devotions mingling witii those who, sent by the doom of 
an earthly tribunal to appear when the whole eartii is judged, 
might be considered as beings tnmbling on the verge of eternity. 
The practice, however edifying, has l^n discontinued, in con- 
sequence of the incident we an about to detail 

The clergyman whose duty it was to officiate in the Tol- 
booth Chunh had oonduded an affecting discourse, of 
which was particularly directed to the unfortunate men, Wilscm 
and Robertson, who wen in the pew set apart for ^e persons 
in their unhappy situation, each secured b^wixt two soldieraof 
the City Guard. The deigyn^ had reminded them that 
next congregation thev most join would be that of the inst or 
of the unjust ; that the psal^ they now heard must oe ex- 
changed, m the spa^ of two brief days, for eternal hedldtyalis 
or eternal lamentations ; and that this fearM altmnative mtitii 
d^end np<Hi the state to which they might be d>le to bring 
thmr minds befon the moment of aww pr^karation that tb^ 
should not deroair OB account of the suddmmess of the sumaiftniL 
but tathnr to md this comfort in their misery, that^ . iiS; 

who now lifted tim vimie, or bent the knee, in eonjanotion 



tfr 

brooder jBaia%eimtea|oe<of;oer^ , 

h«4. the ed^ta^ of kiu|irii« ^ Goeeise.noiafint.aft lit 

ewoid be ezeooted ittHm ‘iSrarefive^’ ni^g^.tlw good 

maa»lde Toioe traml^ irit^ ^i^itunv ;&e t^%atT 

Qobeppy hreduen, erfaidi is jret : wd lenember that, muk. 
. the giaoe <jS Him to /wbom space mwi tame are but as aothwife 
salTadim maj pet be aasoi^ even in the pittance of delap 
'wbidi the ■la'es w your coundy.alford yom’ 

Bobertson was observed to weep at tlmse wcwds,; but Wil- 
son seesaed as one whose brain had not entirely received tbmr 
meaning, or whose thoughts were deeply impressed with some 
diSerent subject ; an eipression so ns^nxal to a person in his 
utuation that; it excited neither suspician nor surprise. 

^e benediction was pronounced as usual, and the congrega- 
tion was .dionissed, many lingering to indulge thmr curiosity 
with a more fixed look at the two criminals, who now, as ww 
as their guards rose i^>, as if to depart when the crowd should 
permit them. A murmur of compassion was heard to pervade 
the spectator, the more general, perhaps, on account of the 
alleviating oiioumstanoes of the case ; whm all at once, Wilmm 
who, as we have already noticed, was a very str^ man, seized 
two of the soldiffls, one with each hand, and calling at ^ same 
time to his oompanicn^ ‘ Eun, Geordie, run ! ’ threw himself on 
a third, and fiistened his teeth on the collar of his coat. Eobert- 
son stwd for a second as if thunderstruck, and unable to avail 
himself of the oj^rtnnity of escape ; but the cry of *Enn, run I’ 
being edioed from many around, whose feelings surprised them 
into a very natural intorest in behalf he wook oS the graro 
of the remaining soldier, threw himself over the pew, mixed 
with the dispersing congregation, none of whean felt incmed to 
st(^ a poor wretch taking this last chance for bis life, gained 
the door of the rdmreh, am was lost to all pursuit. 

The gmerous intr^idity which Wilson had displayed on 
this occasion angmentm the feeling of compassion wm^ at- 
tended his fidie.^ The puMic, where thmr own prejudices are 
not conoomed hmng easuy enWed m the side of disinterested- 
ness and humanity, admired ^ilspn’s behaviour, and ^oioed 
inEobratson’s ctoape. This general feeling was so great that 
it exmted a vague re^port that Wilson would be resc^ at the, 
place execution, edhiff Iqrthemob or bysomeof bis dd asso- 
dates, mr by smae. seoofid .extraordinaiy.and. mueaqpected fomr 
tien (tf stiev^ and ooupCP m his ownpsrk ^jnsii^sbates . 
thongbt E w»hr duly topavvide againdi tibe ppisd^dilyjol.duh 
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tmlMooeL ordoed oot» for {noteetaon tit tiie wnoatimii of 
the aeatenoe, the greater part their o«a CSty Goard. aoder 
the oommaad ot Cnptain Fortewte, a men irlmee name Decnaie 
too menunable fiom the m^bachdy (dnmmata&oea of the day 
and sobc^nent events. It may he neoessaiy to sav a Hmd 
about this person and the ooips which he oommanudL 
the subject is of iibpdrtatioe^ ttdhdiebfc'to deserve another 
chapter. 



CHAPTER III 


And tbon, grwt god of aqna-Tite I 
Who iwtya the empiie of this city, 

(When fott we ’re sometimes ospenudty). 

Be thon prepsred, 

To ssve ns free that black banditti. 

The City Guard t 

FBRausoN’s Dafi La^ 


C APTAIN JOEIN POBTEOUS, a name memotaUe in 
the traditions of Edinburgh, as well as in the records of 
oriminal jorisprudenoe, was the son of a oitisen of Edin- 
bniwh, who endeavoured to breed him up to his own medumioal 
trade of a tailor. The you^, however, had a wild and itre- 
dbimable prq>ensity to diraipaticm,^ which fin^y irait him to 
serve in tiie omps long maint^ed in the service of the States 
of Holland, and oallM the Scotch Dutch. Here he learned 
military dii^pline ; and returning afterwuds, in the course of 
an idle and wandering^ life, to his native city, his services were 
required by the magistiates of Edinburgl^ in the disturbed 
year 1715, for disciplining their City Guar^ m which he shortly 
afterwards received a captain’s commission. It was only by 
his mflitaiy skill, and an alert and resolute bharaoter as an 
officer of police, that he merited this promotion, for he is said 
to have bMn a man of profligate habits, an unnatural son, and 
a brutal husband. He was, however, useful in his station^ and 
his hanffi and fierce habits rendered him formidable to rioters 


or disturbers of the public peace. ^ 

The c om in which he held his command is. or perhaps we 
should rather sav vm, a body of about one hundred and twenty 
soldiers, divided into three companies, and 
doth^ and emb^ed. Hiey were chiefly vetmans idio enlisted 
in this corps, having the benefit of worki^ at their trades when 
thOT were off duty. These men had the charge of preserving 

C '") ordw, r^ressii^ riots and street robiraries, actingj in 
as an armed policy and atiendii^ m all publm ooeasions 
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wtiete ocmfiuaoa or yapuktit dktaiaooe «i|»0Qtoi^ 

Poor Fofgtisoii, idioM uroralaiiiieB aoneMtimes led Im mto 
mu^aaaiiit renoon^ with thoBe militaxy ocmsemtors pioidia 
Older, and who maitiiHtft tiiem m often that he mtf be tenqued 
th^y poet lauieate^ ihuB admoniBhes his readers, wiumd doubt* 
less own ea^erienoe : 

Gnde folk, «• jt omB fne the fidr, a 
Bide yoat ine this hbok soasd ; 

There *• use sic saya^pes elsewhere 
AUow’d to weu^ cooked. 

In ftot, the soldiers of the Gty Guard being, as we ha^e 
said, in general discha^^ed veteran^ who nad str^igth enough 
remaining ibr this municipal dat3r, and being, moreover, for the 
greater Highlanders, were neither by bir^ education, or 
former habits trained to endure with much natimioe the insmts 
of the rabble, or the provoking petulance ot truant schoolboys, 
and idle debauches of all descriptions, with whom their occupa- 
tion brought them into contact On the contrary, the tempers 
of the old fellows were soured by the indignities witii 
which the mob distin^ished them on many occasions, and 
fteouentl^ might have required the soothing strains of the poet 
we nave just quoted — 

Osoldien! for your sin dear sskes, 

For ScoUand's love, the Land o* 0^ es, 

Gie not her bairns aio deadly paiks, 

Nor be aae rade, 

W firelock or Loohaber aze, 

As their blnid 1 

On all oooasions when a holiday licensed some riot and 
irregularity, a skirmish with these veterans was a fovoorite 
recreation with the rabble of Edinburgh. These pages may 
perhaps see the light when many have in fresh reooUection 
sudi onsets as we allude to. But the venerable corps with 
whom the^ contention was held may now be ccmsidered as 
totally esctinot. Of late the gradual diminution of tiiese drib 
soldimrs reminds one of the abatemmit of King Learns handler 
knights. The edicte of eadii succeeding set of magistrates faaia& 
lite those d Gk>nenl and diminished thin vmieraUiebMiM 
with the s imil a r question, * What need we five and twenty 
tmif — or fivet ' And it is now nearly come to, ‘ Whst wed 
onet' A ipeotre may indeed here and tiibotaatlll sesB,af 

^ See Bdinlmrgh Olty Opard. Note Z 5 f 
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ita <toifrey4ieadaiit«jri{igMy-beMdedrj^g<iUMAk“, iiwfe 
mMa fad/ona, bat bmfe doraie by -ia old-^ 

fti^onad ootnod fa»^ boand intb wMte tarn instsad lof lolirer 
laoe^ and in ooat^ aairtcoaitk and imeito tn n'mnddy-'Oaionxi^ 
Fad^ beamii^ in ^imibaBad hand Jot aacieiit weapon,- eaMed>a 
Lo^httaze^ a long pole, namely, wi& anaxe-at tae extxemity- 
and a book at the Imk^ of the hatchet* Such a phantom 
of fonner da]^ stiH oree^ I haim bben informed, round the 
statue of Charles the Sawmd, in die Parliament ^uare, as if 
the image of a Stewart wwe the last refege for any memorial 
of our ancient manners j and (me or two odiers^ are suppo^ 
to gUdO around the door of the guard-house assigned to thiem 
in the liUidcenboothB when their ancient refuge in the High 
Street was lud low.* But the &te of manuscnpts bequeathed 
to Mends and ezeoutors is so uncertain, that the narrative 
containing these frail memorials of the old Town Guard of 
iklinburgh; whc^ with their grim and valiant corporal, John 
Dha, the fiercest-looking fellow I ever saw, were, m my boy- 
hood the alternate terror and derision of the petulant brood of 
the Hiid* School, may, perhaps, only come to light when all 
memoir of the Institution has &dra away, and then serve 
as an iilustratxon of Kay’s caricatures, who has^ preserved the 
features of some of their heroes. In the preceding generation, 
when there was a popetu^ alarm for the plots and activity 
of the Jacobite^ some pains were tidcen by the ma^trat^ 
of Edinburgh to keep this corps, thou^ ccnnposed always of 
such materials as we h&ve noticed, in a more effective state 
than was afterwaids jud^ necessary, when their most danger- 
ous smioe was to skirmish with the rabble on the king’s bi^- 
dayi Ihey wwe, therefore, more the objects of hatred, and less 
that iff scorn, them- they were afimwards aooounteiL 

To Obtain John rarteouB the honour of his command- and 
of his cca]M seems to have been a matter of hi^ interest and ' 
iuportaeoe. He was ezeeedii^ly incensed agamst WQeon for 
the t^fhnit 'vdiich> he oonetaniM him to have put upon his 
siddieni^ iB the eSbrt -he -ma^ for the liberation of ms ooni- 
paaiim^ - end' ej^ret^ ■ hhnseif tnost ardently, on ^ subject. . 
m was no law indiOTaBt at the repprt that there was’ an : 
intentitm te fescue ' Wlsoa faiinself' fima the gdlows,- ai:^ 
ntteradinwny threWsB -and impreeatioaiB 'upon- wat subject,' 

* 8m i4wt icardt (rf tlM CUy QuaiUv Nolsa,' 
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£»(» if ft^ood daal oS detasBiiairaKwd 
Pdrtoooa, in one ieq>eot> fit to «(»nmena . |wiide'dea^^ 
^pcen pmmlar eomiaola^ he 

bem dieqaailified fi« a duige so deUoete I7 »iioti «iidiaw[||P- 
tempeiv uwa^e too wt^ to orate to blom and’ violteO0|) .«f 
dianctor void of piinoiple, and a. dispoeition to «9|!aidl 
nbhk^ idio aeldont &i]ea to regale him and hia aoldmn^adih 
sraie marhs of their diepleaeure, as dedaied raeimas, apen' 
winmi it was natural and rortifiaide that ha dtoaM a^< 
(^rartnnities of vengeanoa. nei^ hovoTer, the most aetifB ‘ 
am trustworthy among the oaptuns of the City Guard, he was 
the penmn to whom the magistrates orafided the ooraznaBd of 
the soldiors a^inted to ke^ the peaee at the tame of Wilson^ 
execution. He was ordered to guard the gallows and soaffidd, 
with about eighty men, all the disposable foioe that ooaM be 
spmred for that duty. 

But the msjsistrates took &rther precautions, wfaidi i^eetod 
Porteons’s pride very de^ly. ^ey requested the assistance 
of part of a regular mfimtOT regiment, not to attend upon the . 
ezeontion, but to remain wwn np on the primnpd street dP 
tiu) city, during the time that it went forward, in order to 
intimirate the multitude, in case thty should be dityosed to 
be unruly, with a displ^ oi force which could nd> be retistod 
without desperation. It may sound ridiculous in onr< earis, 
oonsiderii^ the fidlen state of this ancient dvw corps, that 
its (^oer should have felt panctiliousiy jealous of its nonouXi 
Tet 80 it was. Oaptaia Porteous resented as an indigiuty .the'- 
introducing the Welsh Fusileem within the dty, and dramra 
them up in the street idiere no drums but his own were aUinm 
to be sounded without the special eomnund ra peEmiadoiiijdr>. 
the magistrates. As he could not diow 1 ^ Ul'lnunour to his ; 
patrras the magistrates, it increased Us indigimtionandldsdesuei ^ 
to be revenged ra the unfortunate criminal Wilson, imd aB wim; • 
fevoored him. These internal emotions of jealoaty aBd.iiaaei. 
wrought a change ra the man’s mien and betraig, - 

who saw him on the fiital morning when Wilson was i^poihitoii :< 
toBU&r. Porteons’s ordinary appeaiame was rather ityonihlk 
He was about the middle dse^ stout and weU nmdbi 
mfirtary air, and ydi rathm a i^tle and' mild eomdWMMwilJ 
His oomidmDim wss brown, his fime somra^t 
the soars ^ the nnall-poz, ms tya».ntiim:latigsM<tiym 
or fierce. the present oocasmBi howasns^ it 
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idhb 8S)r Kan as if Ke wero a^tated bv soma aril demmi. Bis 
Sim was itr^folar, his vcdoe hollow and boken, his ooantenuioe 
pal^ his ares staring and wild, his speech imperfeot and donfosed, 
and his whole appearance so disoromed that many renuuked he 
seemed to be a Scottish e^nession, meaning ^ state of 
those nho are dnven on to their impendmg &te by the strong 
ismnlse of soma iaesistible necessity. 

One part of his oondnct was trmy diabolical, ii^ indeed, it 
has not neen exaggerated by the general prejudice entertained 
agunst his memoir. Whm Wilson, the unhappy criminal, was 
d^vered to him by the keeper of the prison, m order that he 
might be conducted to the place of execution, Porteons, not 
satisfied with the usna^reoautions to prevent escape, ordered 
him to be mai^led. This might be justifiable firom ^e char- 
acter and bodily strength of the malefimtor, as well as finm the 
^prehensions so generally entertained of an expected rescue. 
Fat the handcuffs which were produced being found too small for 
tlm wrists of a man so big-boned as Wilson, Porteons proceeded 
with his own hands, and by great exertion of strength, to force 
them till the;^ pla^d togemer, to the exquisite torture of the 
unhajqiy crinmiaL V Wilson remonstrated against sudi barbuons 
usage, aedaring that the pain distracted ms thoughts from the 


subjects of mecGtation propw to his unhappy condition. 

‘It signifies Httle,’ replied Captain Forteous; ‘your pain 
will be soon at an end.’ 

‘Your cruelty is great,’ answered the sufferer. ‘You know 
not how soon you yourself may have occasion to ask the meny 
whidt you are now refusing to a fellow-creature. May God 
fomve you 1 ’ 

These words, long afterwards quoted and remembered, were 
all that passed between Porteons and his prisoner ; hut as they 
took air and became known to the people, wey greatly increased 
the populw oompi^on for Wilson, and excites proi>ortionate 
degree of indignataon again^ Porteons, against whom, as strict, 
aim even violent^ in the disdiaige of his unpopular ofiBoe, the 
common people had some real, and many imaginary, causes of 
COTmlaint. 

Whmi the punfol procession was completed, and Wilson, 
with the escort had arrived at the soaffdd m the Grassmarket, 
there appwred no signs of that attempt to rescue him whh£ 
had occasion^ sudi precautions. The multitude, in gmeral, 
looked <m with deeper interest than at todinaay executions; 
and there m^^t be seen <m the countenances tn many a stem 
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and iodkoamt eapraedoo, li]» ^aJk mtlt idiid^ 

OtuneKHuaiis inig]].t be saroosed to witoew tine Aseootibtt <9 
tl^ bretittoi, imo gktrifiea the Coveiuait aatibeeajmoooatn^ 
uitd at the same epot. Bot there mte no attonpt at 
Wilson himsdf seoned (Bsposed to hasto over the tqiaoe i^t 
divided time from eternity. The devotioxu proper oettHl 
<m snoh oooasionB vrere no sooner finished than he submitted to 
his fiite, mid ^e sentence of the law was ihlfiilled. 

He had been siupended on the ^bbet so long as to be 
totaQy deprived of lii^ when at once, as if oooaeionM by sonm 
newly-teoeiTed impulse, there arose a tumult among the multi- 
tude. Many stones were thrown at Porteous and nis guards; 
some mischief was done; and the mob continued to press 
forward with whoops, slmeks, howls, and ezdamations. A 
young fellow, with a sailor’s cap slouched over his &oe^ rorung 
on the scaffold and out the rope by which the orimiw was 
suspended. Others approached to cany off the body, either to 
secure for it a decent grave, or to try, perhaps, some means of 
resuscitation. Captain Porteous was wro^ht, by this appear- 
ance of insurrection against his authori^, into a rage so 
headlong as made him forget that, the sentence having been 
fully raeouted, it was his duty not to engage in hostilities with 
the misguided multitude, but to draw off his men as fiwt as 
possible. He mrung from the scaffold, snatched a mudcet fisom 
one of his soldiers, commanded the i^y to give fire, and, as 
several eye-witnesses concurred in swearing, set them tiie ex- 
ample by discharging his piece and shooting a man dead (m 
the spot ^vend soldiers obeyed his command or foUowed his 
example; six or seven persons were slain, and a great many 
were hurt and wounded 

_ After this act of violence, the Captain proceeded to withdraw 
his men towards their guaM-house in the PQgh Street 
mob were not so much intimidated as incensed by what had 
been done. They pursued the soldiers with execratoms, aoocmi- 
panied by volleys of stones. As they pressed on them, the 
rearmost soldiers turned and again m»a with frdal aim 
execution. It is not accurately known whethmr Pinrtai^M 
commanded this second sMit of violmwe; but of oontse^lw 
o£nm of the whole transactions of the fiital ^y attadh^ jto 
him, and to him alone. He arrived at the gtiatd-^i>ipf^ 
dismissed bis soldiers, and went to bis rqm^ to iiie 
mamstrates concerning the unfortunate events of the d|^/ ' 

J^^armitiy by tins time Captain Piteous had bc^^ ^ 
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iiud ‘witb frcMii die magistmtOB irtu saw as to make mm still 
iedro anxioos to ^oss it over. £fe dm^ tliat be 'Imd MreD 
tridess to fixe; be denied be bad fired with Ms ovn baam; he 
even prodnoed tiie fusee vthsdi he okrtied as an offieo* finr 
examination : it vras found stiU loaded. Of tiuee oartri^es 
vMch be eras seen to put m his TOUob tlmt morning, two were 
still there ; a white ban&exehiei was thrust into the mumle of 
the pieoe^ and returned unsoiled or blackened. To the defence 
founded on these circumstances it was answered, that Porteous 
bad n^ used hk own piece, but bad bemi seen to take one fiKnn 
a soldier. Among the many who bad been killed and wounded 
1^ tiie unhappy fire, there were several of better rank; for 
even &e humanity of such soldiers as fired over the heads of 
'Ae mere rabble around the scaffold, proved in some instances 
&tal to persons who were stationed m windows, or observed 
;^e melancholy scene fixnn a distance. The voice of public 
incfignation was loud and ^eral; and, ere men’s tmupms had 
time to cool, the trial of Captain Porteous took place before 
the High Court of Justicia^. After a long and patient 
hearing, the jury had the dmcult duty of balancing the 
positive evidence of many persons, and those of respectability, 
who deposed positively to the prisoner’s commanding ms 
soldiers to fire, and himself firing his piece, of which some 
swore that they saw the smoke and fia^ and beheld a man 
drop at whom it was pointed, with the native testimony of 
others, who, though w^ stationed for seeing what had passed, 
ntitoer heard Porteous give orders to fire, nor saw him fire 
himself; but, on the contrary, averred that the first shot was 
fired by a soldier who stood close by him. A great part of his 
defence was also founded on the turbulence of the mob, which 
witnesses, according to their foelings, their predilecticms, and 
their opportunities of observation, rwresented differently: 
some dmcribing as a formidable riot what others represented 
as a iding disturbance, sudh as always used to take place rm 
the like oooaramuL whoi the executioner of the law and the 
men commissioned to protect him in Ms task were generally 
ei^osed to some indi^ties. The verdict of the jmy simleientiy 
tiiowB how the evidmoe pr^ndmated in thor minds. It 
declared that John PorteoUB fired a gun among the pet^e 
ussahhled at the execution ; that he mte orden to Ms sMdieis 
to fire^ by wid^ many pwsons were fctiled aiM wormdtil ; 

"vt fim 'same ihne; fbat the parisoncr and ‘Ms'.gaainl ittvd >hemi 
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vonoded Mid besten by stones l^rova at iiun ^ ^ aniitt* 
tilde. Upon this veiaio^ the Leeds of Jostiaaijr pined 
sentence tiS death a^punst Oaptain Jdin Foeteoiis, M^odipng 
him, in the common foim, to be hanged <ni a mbet at tihe 
common ^soe of execatioo, on Wemaesdav^ 8to flqptember 
17S6, and all his movable pnmerty to be formited to the hug’s 
nse^ acooiding to the Scottish law in oases of wilM mnider. 



CHAPTER IV 

The hour 's comoi but not the sum.^ 

O N the day when the unhappy Porteous was esq^eeted to 
suffer the sentence of the law» the place of execution^ 
extensive as it i^ was crowd^ almost to suffocation. 
There was not a window in all the lofty tenements ^und it^ or 
in the steep and crooked street called the Bow, by which the &tal 
procession was to descend from the High Street^ that was not 
absolutely filled with spectators. The uncommon height and 
antique appearance of these houses, some of which were formerly 
the property of the Knights Templars and the Knights of St 
Joh^ and still exhibit on their fronts and gables the iron crora of 
these orders, ^ve additional effect to a scene in itself so striking. 
The area of &e Qrassmarket resembled a huge dark lake or sea 
of human headi^ in the centre of which arose the &tal tree, tall, 
black, and ominoui^ from which dangled the deadly halter. 
Every object takes interest firom its uses and associatums, and 
the erect beam and empty noose, things so simple in themselveSi 
became, on such an occasion, objects of terror and of solemn 
interest 

Amid so numerous an assembly there was scarcely a word 
imoken, save in whispers. The thirst of vengeance was in some 
degree allayed by its supposed certainty ; and ev^ the populaoeL 
wi& deeper feelmg than they are wont to entertain, suppressed 
all clamorous exmtation, and prepared to eigoy ^e scene of 
retaliation in triumph, silent and decent though stem and 
relentless. It seemed as if tiie depth of their hatred to the 
unfortunate criminal scorned to cuimlay itseV in anytibing 
resembling tiie more noisy current of their ordinary fiaelinM 
a stranger oonsultea only the evidence of his ears, ne 
might have supposed that so vi^ a multitude were asaemUed 


' See the Kelpte’e Voice. Note 4. 



IBB HBABT UaOJOfmUii 


fbr MiM ponon iriiidk afferted tiMB intii tlM 
and g(3Ied tuow noiwi whidi. <m all Mt^aaqp^, oeeMiokii» wom 
from nuA a ooBoomw j batifa 0 liadnaadnpQB.mfl^|iioM p* 
would havo beea instantiy undeonTod. Tba oo ppWB i od liiib 
Uw bent brow, the stem and fiaahing ej9 oi almoet ofwy one 
on whom be boked, oonToyed the exineasion of man omne to 
^nt their with trinin^^t leTon^ It ia probable thidi 
the i^peaniwe d the eriminal mu^t nave amnewbat ohai^gad 
the tamper of the popnlaoe in hia mvoor. and that they might 
in the numient of death have forgivon the man againat whom 
their reaentment had been so fiercely heated. It 1^ howeTOi^ 
hero deetined that the mutalnlity of their aentimenta-waa not 
to be expoaed to thia triaL 

The nanal hour for {oodnoing the criminal had been peat fiv 
many minntea, rot the apeotatora observed no aymptom of hia 
appearanoe. ‘ W oold^ they ventore to defined pubho jtutioe t ' 
was the qneation whioh men began anxioualy to aak ^ eadi 
other. 1%e first answer in every caw was bold and positive — 
* They dare not’ Bat when the point wm farther oanvaaaed, 
other (pinions were entertained, and varioas canses of doabt 
were soggested. Pbrteooa had been a &voarite offioor of the 
magistraoy of the dty, which, being a nnmeroua and finotnating 
boefy, re^ioires finr its sopport a degree of energyin its fiinotion- 
ariea which the individoalB who compose it cannot at all times 
alike be sappoaed to possess in their own pwaona. It was 
remembe^ that in the information for Portroos (the paper, 
namely, in which his case was stated to the jnd^ of the 
criminal coartlhe had been described by his ooowel asthepw* 
Bcm on whem the magistrates chiefly relied in all emergencies 
of anoommon diflhsol^. It was aigaed, too, that his cemdne^ 
on the unhappy occasion of Wilsons execation, was capafale of 
bdi^ attribntw to an impradent excess of seal in the execution 
d his duty, a motive £» which those under whose authenity he 
acted might be sappos^ to have n^t sympathy. And as 
them oemsiderations might move the magistiates to malBB a 
frivoimtible rquesmitation of Porteous’s case, th^ were ttd 
wanting others in the higher departments of govemineot ihhh 
would make such sufflestions fiivcnuaUy listwed to, 

Tto mob of Edinburg when thcroudi^ exc»te4 hod bean, 
at all times cme c^ the fieroeet wbioh cxNihl be found m Ent^e j 
and of Iste yean they had rismi repeatedly aipijmat thegovwa., 
mentt *nd som e ti m ea not without temporary sooosifc ' 

wora <)onsdoa% theiefine^ that thny were iw fiivotostof ^ 

vobvn->t 
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jtSiSlclt of tib period, and ti)at> if Oaptaan Pottooaa’a VKdenoe 
ww not altogmwr r^iaided as good serrio^ it mJg^ OMtainljr 
be Hwttgbt Oat to vwt it iritb a ospital pomimaimt wooM 
lendeir it botb deviate and danspoas for foture offieets, in Ibe 
same tdirmoatattees, to act aim effiMst in irqnessiBg tomtiMa. 
There is alln a natbal foeling, on the part of all earaiben of 
gotemiBeutt for the apiaal maintenanoo of anthraftp ; and it 
seenned not nidikeljr &t what to the relatires of the snlforers 
Mpeated a wanton and nnproToked massaetek should be other- 
viewed in the oalfoxet of St Jaaoes’a it m^t be th^ 
sapposed thwt, ^n the wkde nxattet, Oi^rtain Potteons was 
in me etendse of a trast delegated to him bv the lawfol dvii 
anthority; that he had been assaulted hr me popnlaoe, and 
seretal of his teen hurt ; «id that, in foiaily tepoling foioe by 
forao his oobdoet ootdd be foMy hnpated to no otfaei* motiwe 
than eetf-de^ioe hi the diseharge of his duty. 

Theee eonsiderationa of themsdwes very powerfol^ induoed 
the (peotatots to a^ir^nd the posofoSityitx a revere; and 
to me variotts oanses whioh mkiit intereb the rulen in hk 
fovoar the loW)^ part of the rabble added one idinfo was peon- 
liariy weU adaptM to their oomp^mracm. It Was averr^ m 
older to inotease the odinm a^dnst Porteoas, that, while he 
repessed with the utmost soTeti^ the lightest etoesees of the 
pop, he not only otetiooked the license of the yom^ n<^des and 
gmit^, but wae weiy willing to lend them the eoantenamoe of 
his offioki authority hi execution of saoh looce pamkii as it was 
chiefly his duty to nave testraiaed. Ibis saspiokm, whkh was 
pethe^ tMch mtaggerated, made a de^ impressioii on the mtn^ 
of the pepnlacie ; and when several of the higher taidc joined in 
a petitton reoottfoeiMUng Pmrteons to the nim<p of the mown, 
it was generafly sapposed be owed their fovosr not to any eon- 
viethm of the luudmip of his case, bat to the foar of ionag a 
convenient aoosttpliise in their debsud^es. It is seateely 
neoesaasy to say how inaeh this suspioioB augmented the pee-, 
pie’s detestation of this oboexioaB ciimina], as watt as their 
of Ms osca^ng the sstttetiee prononneed ae^dstftMm. 

WMle meise atgoments were stated and r^^ied to, and 
canvassed aolsap^alied, the hitherto sieeAtttpMtatkm of the 
pepde beeaitts t&itnged into that deep and aptothsg tnanaur 
wbioh is sOnh fortii the ooeaa before the tmnpeet bs^ns to 
howl The crowded pOMlaee, as ff toteir motacms had eoive- 
sponded the nnsottlod State of thMr miiidB, tnclMatod to 
and foe witlaad eery vMlie oatito of iinpalB^ ^ the agilaiton el 


vtm mAset m il 

Am imtaM tidied bfaailom^^ 

llie aianiAntes had ahnosfc hemtatied to oomiBiiiaMilil^ 
ireto^eMth aimontned, aid apttHd aaio^ 
atapdily luce hghtiuiijj* A repdere ftoniiiw Seetidaijr AiffiUilt^a 
offiob, under the hand of hk waoe Ilia Bake of NofiMMrtieb had 
amvod, mfamatuu the pleaauie of Queen Oarc^e (regent tn dbe 
Idngdtm during the abmnoe of George n. on1heGoQti&diiit), ti>at 
the ezeention of die sentenoe of dem nronooneed agaisat Jdm 
Porteous, lata Gaptain-Lientenant of the City Guard of Bdhk* 
bnrg^ present prisoner in the tolbooth of that dty, he respthd 
for six trades fic^ the time amiointed for his ezeoutioa. 

The assembled speetators or almost all degrees, iriiose minds 
had been wound up to the pitch tdiich we nare deaoribed, ut- 
tered a git^ or rather a roar of indication and disappointed 
reyenge, similar to that of a tiger from whom his meal Irns 
been rent by his keeper when he was just about to deyour it. 
This fierce ezolamation seemed to finebode some immediate 
explosion of popular resentment and, in &ot^ such had been ex- 
pected by the magistrates, and the necessary measures had been 
taken to repress it But the shout was not refuted, nor did 
any suddmi tumult ensue, such as it appeared to annonime. 
The populace seemed to be adiamed of having ei^ressed th«hr 
disappomtment in a vain clamour, and the sound changed, m)t 
into the silence which had preceded the arrival of these stim- 
ning news, but into stifled mutterinjgs, which eadi group maitt- 
tained among themselves, and whmh were blended into one 
dew and hoarse murmur which floated above ^ assemUy. 

Yet still, though all ezpeotarion of the execution was orisir, 
the mob remains assembled, stationary, as it were^ throimh 
very resentment, garing on the preparations to death, wUdi had 
now been made m v^ and stimulating thor foeium by 
calling the various claims which Wilson might have had on royat 
morcy, from the mistaken motives on wmeh he acted, w wnB 
as fromthe geneiosi^he had delayed towards Us 80C(»apltot 
'This man,^tiiey said, *the brave, the resoliiteL the feoMitou 
was executed to death without mengr for stealing a penle df 
g(^ which in some sense he mi^to conridm is amir rem|iil| 
while the profligate satellite^ who todc advantage rif a 
tumult, insepaxude from snmi occasions, to shed tim hleoaW 
tiran^ of hiB ^ow-eitiseus, is deetbed a fitting toltill 
eXBBcise.of the rcTal WBitimtirB of maey, b ws totoltolliit 
Wcihld bur fidhm navenome itf An nnt ^ ttte toMlI 
SttosiMn and b ni g faer e of Bdinbiog^r 
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The officers of jost^ began now to zemoye the scsJbld and 
other piepamtionB which had been made for ^ execution, in 
hopes, by doiim sa to acoelcmte the dispersion of the multitude. 
The measure nad the desired ^DEect; for no sooner had the 
fotal tree been unfixed from the large stone pedestal or socket 
in which it was secui^ and sunk slowly down upon the wain 
intended to remove it to the place where it was usually de- 
posited, than the populace, after givi^ vent to their feelings 
in a second shout of ra^e and mortificati^ began slowly to 
diimerse to their usual abodes and occupations. 

The windows were in like manner g^ually deserted, and 
groups of the more decent class of citi^ns formed themselves, 
as if waiting to return homewards when the streets should be 
cleared of toe rabble. Contrary to what is frequently toe cas^ 
this description of persons agre^ in general with toe senti- 
ments of their inferiors, and considered toe cause as common to 
all ranks. Indeed, as we have already noticed, it was by no 
means amongst the lowest class of toe spectators, or those most 
likely to be engaged in toe riot at Wilson’s execution, that toe 
fetal fire of Porous’s soldiers had taken effect. Several per- 
sons were killed who were looking out at windows at the scene, 
who could not of course belong to toe rioters, and were persons 
of decent rank and condition. The burghers, therefore, resent- 
ing toe loss which had fallen on their own body, and proud and 
to^ious of their rights, as toe citizens of Mmburgh have at 
all times been, were greatly exasperated at toe unexpected 
reraite of Captain Porteous. 

It was noticed at t^ tone, and aftervmrds more pa^cul^ly 
remembered t^t, while toe mob were in toe act of dispersing, 
several individuals were seen busily pasiWRi? place and 

one group of people to another, remaining long with none, 
but whispering for a little time vdth those who appeared to 
be declaiming most violently against toe conduct of govern- 
ment. These active agents had the appearance of men fr:om 
toe country, and were generally supposed to be old friends 
and confe^rates of Wilson, whose mmds were of course highly 
excited against Porteous. 

I^ however, it was the intention of these men to stir toe 
multitude to any sudden act of mutiny, it seemed for the 
time to be fruitlW The rabble, as well as toe more decent 
part of toe assembly, dispersed, and went home peaceably ; 
and it was only by obs^ving toe moody discontent on toeir 
brows, or cattoing toe tmior toe conversation they htid 
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vitih each otb^ihMi a sttangw oanld eitiDittIti 
»JiAir minda We iviU nve the leader tl^ lidi^Hii^Ee^ ' 
associatinff otinel'ves viu one the nunialditt 
were pud^dly asoendii^ tlM steep de^vily of libe W^ 
to letom to ww dwellinffl in the Lainunareet. 

‘ An nnoo thine this, Mrs. Howdn^* said old P^dier FltiM' 
to his nei^bonr t^ ronping-wife, or saleswoman, ae hie 
offered her his arm to assist her in the toilsome asomitv *to bm 
Ihe mrit folk at Imnnon set their fooe against law and go^e^ 
and let loose sio a reprobate as Porteoos upon a peaoeimte 


wOWH I 

‘And to tbink 0’ the weary walk toey hae gien ns, ^weteo 
Mrs. Howden, with a grow | ‘ and sic a oomrortable window as 
I bul gotten, too, just withm a pennystwe oast of the soaffdd 
— I could hae heard erei^ word the ministm said — and to pay 
twal pennies for my stancL and a' for naethine 1 ’ 

‘I am judging,' said Mr. Plumdamas, ‘that tins reprieve 
wadna stand gude in the auld Soots law, when the ku^dom 
was a kingdom.’ 

‘ I dinna ken muokle about the law,’ answered Mrs. Howden •, 
‘ but I ken, when we had a king, and a dhancellor, and par- 
liament men 0’ our ain, we could aye peeble them wi’ stones 
when they werena gude baims. But naebody’s nails can reach 
the length 0’ Lunnon.’ 

‘ Wea^ on Lunnon, and a’ that e’er came out o’t I ’ «dd 
Miss Grizel Damahoy, an ancient seunstress ; ‘they hae toM 
awa our rarliament, and they hae oppressed our trade. Ouir 
gentles wul hardly allow that a Soots needle can sew ruffles on 
a sark, at lace on aO owerlay.’ 

‘ Ye may say that, Miss Damahoy, and I ken 0’ thmn that 
hae gotten raisins mae Lunnon by mipits at ance,’ reqxmded 
Plumdamas; ' and then sio an host of idle T^ gHsb gaugers 
exfdsemmi as hae come down to vex and torment ni^ that ah 
honest man canna fetch sae muokle as a bit anter e’ bnm^ 
fiae Leith to the Lawnmarket, but he ’s like to be rabbit 0’ 
very gudes^ he ’s bought and paid for. Wed, I wuina jash|tr 
Andrew WilMn for pitth^ hands on what wasna his ; but if fim 
took nae nuur than ois ain, there’s an awfn* difference betw§^ 
that and the foot this man stands fon’ 


‘ If ye speak about the law,’ said Mrs. Howdem ‘hate CCiiA 
Ifr. Saddletree, that can settle itas weel asin^oh 
fflm party she mentioned, a graVe eUai^^ herat^' 
supeib petiwift dressed in a deomitBuit ^i^-oohhawdo£ben. 
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mm m as aba b^cSo, and ooarteoQeily gave his am to Mm 
Ovisel Samalioy* 

It may be neoessaty to meataoa lliat Mr. BaitoHne Saddle- 
tree an exodlent and bi^y-esteemed dhop for harness, 
saddl^ eta et^ at the sign of the QoHm the head of 

Bess 'Wynd. nis genios, however (as he himself and most of 
his nmghbonrs conoeived), lay towa^ the wmghtaer nmtters 
of the law, and he huled not to give fireqnent attendauoe upon 
&e pleaduDgs and aigoments of the lawyers and judges in the 
nmwboaring square, where, to say the kut^ he was oftenmr to 
be found than would have oomii^d rnth his own emolument ; 
but that his wife, an aotive painstaking person, could, in his 
absenoa make an admirable snift to please the customers and 
scold the journeymen. good my was in the habit of 

letting her husband take ^ way,^ and go on improving^ Im 
stock of legal knowledge without interruption ; but, as if m 
requital, she insisted upon having her own wiU in the domestic 
ana commercial departments whkm he abandoned to her. Now, 
as Bartoline Saddletree had a considerable gift of words, 
which he mistook for eloqumio^ and conferred more liberally 
upon the society in which he lived than yra» at aQ times 
gracious and accejptable, there went fo^ a sajdng; with which 
w&m used sometunes to interrupt his rhetoric, that, m he 
had a ^Iden nag at his door, so he had a grey mare in his 
shop, ^niis reproach induced Mr. Saddletree, on all occasions, to 
assume rather a haughty and stately tone towards his good 
woman, a droumstanoe by which she seemed very little affected, 
unless ne attempted to ezerdse any real authority, when die 
never &iled to fly into open reb^on. But such ezti^es 
Bartoline seldom provoked ; for, like the gentle King Jamie, he 
was fonder of talking of authority than really exerdsing it 
This turn of mmd was on &e whole lucky for him ; since his 
substance was increa^ without any trouble on his jiart, or 
any mterruption of his fovourite studies. 

ms word in e:q>laiiation has been thrown in to the reader^ 
while Saddletioe was laying do*^ with great predsion, the 
law utKm Porteous’s case, by which he amved at this conclu- 
sion, ^t, if Porteous had fired five minutes sooner, bdPore 
'W’ilson was cut down, he would have been mwms m 
engaged, titat is, in a lawful act, and on^ liable to be punished 
prater easeemm or for lack of disoreti^ whidi mi^ have 
mitigated the punidnoLent to gmm 




^Pitoretkmr 

Wsi^poaedL w)» fawtaw m *Wi ! ( yw )> wi# ir~~ 

•mgr, ^wim Iwd Poi^ems awlw* 
maanent . 

'Bat Mn.%wd4%' aM4 Sadw^’’-^ ,. 

'Ana L* wid Wm Bwawof. ' bus 4 whm- ili* WOm W r ly ' v " ' ! ' . . 

'Miss BamohOT,’ entimted &e intemuM . 

'And V laid Ha m da m wi ‘»i*d whan lua ww-w^’ . , 

'Mr. I%nnduiim--IMbs. Hondm-'MiMi Jkmkffr,* *mm 
impWd ^ orator, ‘nind the dirtino ii fMB, aa Co vn iip ir 
CroennTloof sajs — • " I,” aigra )m> “ take a di*tuM5*M»»,” Kwr, 
tile bo<^ of the oriminal heiiiig ont dovn* and tho aaaotitip 
ended, Porteona ana ho longer effi^; tiha aot vhiah w eame 
to protect and gaud heog doiM and andath h» mw hh hatAvr 
thim cttim tie pmpvh' 



mtii 

the . , _ , 

tiuMi iiiomwt oanMi bdund thorn «b th» ^ 

ottered. 

'Whatai^pufiesmterraptii^ine^ Mr. Batiort-^-hat I ani^ 



tiye, I woold have oroaaed ii$ loaf rritb a tiii^ laathem a^> 
Mr. Saddletaree ; there ia aot a hojr on tto heohsp fimn lAt 
shoold have been aoourged &or anm a aoleeiam in gramaar.* 

' I qpeak Latin like a lanrer, Mr. Butler, and not ww n 
sdioohnaater,’ r^xvted Saddletrea. 

'Souoe Uke a athoolbiqv I think,’ r^oiaed Bntlet, 

'It ut^ten littia,’ aaid B a r toli n e; 'all I mean to Pf ia, 
that Porteona haa hecomoi hahie to the Msna ae^ ^ — 



hadinpbu|getogiiaid unplain^dnd, 
of the pnlibo troat hnpoaea ui maai* m ^ 

'Ba^ Mr. Saddletree,’ said Plirmdamae, 'do ye Z8 bB|I.Mi1c 
P wteoua’a oaaa haei benhettet if h!» W feimr" ’ 

before ony atanea here flung at a t 
'bdaad do L iieidbihnr ;&ih^ 

oonfidratiy, 'he being then in pinnt <a troat and at {M«al> 
powor, tile execation behig but induate^ ot, at ]eai4)^|i|^||> 
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ot finally ended; but after Wikm irae out down ft 
ime ft* oirer ~ he waa dean exanotorate, and had nae a<ib 
hut to get ftwa wi* hia^ Gkiaard np this West Bow as &st as if 
there ^ been a caption after nun. And this is kw, for 1 
heard it laid down by Lord ^^oovinoenton.’ 

^ Vincoyinoentem ! Is he a lord of state or a lord of seatt* 
inquired Mrs. Howden.^ 

‘A lord of seat — a lord of session. I fesh mys^ little wi* 
lords 0 * state ; they vex me wi’ a wheen idle questions about 
their saddles, and curpels, and holsters, and norse-ftmiiture, 
and what they *11 cost, and whan thev *11 be ready. A wheen 
galloping geese I my ’^e may serve tne like o* them.* 

^ And so might she, in her day, hae served the best lord in 
the land, for as little as ye think o* her, Mr. Saddletree^* said 
Mrs. Howden, somewhat mdignant at the contemptuous way in 
which her gossip was mentioned; ‘when she and I were twa 
gilpies, we little thought to hae sittmi doun wi* the like o* my 
auld Davie Howden, or you either, Mr. Saddletree.* 

While Saddletree, who was not bright at a reply, was cud- 
gelling his brains for an answer to this home-thnist^ Miss 
Ikmahoy broke in on him. 

‘ And as for the lords of state,* said Miss Damahoy, ^ ye suld 
mind Ae riding o* the parliament, Mr. Saddletree, m the gude 
auld time before the Umon ; a year*s rent o* mony a gude estate 
gaed for horse-graith and harnessing, forbye broiaerea robes and 
foot-mantles, that wad hae stude by their lane wi* gold brocade, 
and that were muckle in my ain lina* 

*Ay, and then the lusty kmqueting, with sweetmeats and 
comfits wet and dry, and dned fruits of divers sorts,’ said Plum- 
damas. ‘ But Scotland was Scotland in these days.’ 

^ I *11 tell ye what it is, neighbours,' said Mrs. Howden, ‘ I *11 
ne*er believe Scotland is Scotland ony mair, if our kindly Soots 
sit doun with the affront they hae gien us this day. It *s not 
only the bluid that is shed,, but the bluid that might hae be^ 
shed, timt *s required at our hands. There was my daughter's 
wean, litde Eppie Daidle — my oe^ ye ken, Miss wizel — 
played the teuiuit frae the school, as oaims will do, ye keu, Mr. 

^And for whidi,’ int^ected Mr. Butler, ^th^ should be 
soundly scourged by their well-wishers.’ 

‘And had just cruppen to the gallows* fi)ot to see the hang- 

r -A^noblemaii WM called a I^rd of State, rht Sanatora of tSe College 
of Justice were termed Lords of Seat, or of the SeSslos. ^ 
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tag, &3 'VOS natural for a irean ; abd ifliat for ra^jto ara 
been diot as veel as the rest o* ^era and 'wiim 
haebeenthent I wonder how Queen Oarliaa-*-; if 1kWnai|rt M 
Ouhne — wad hae liked to hae 1^ ane o’ her aia baintf ia fne 
aroitaieY’ 

’Report says,’ answered Bailer, ’that such a ohoumstanee 
would not have distressed her Muesty beyond endutanoe.' 

’ Aweel,’ said Mrs. Howden, ’tiie sum o’ the matter ia that^ 
were I a m^ I wad hae amends o’ Jock Poiteous, be the up- 
shot what like o’t, if a’ the carles and oarlines in England hM 
sworn to the nay-say.’ 

‘ I would claw down the tolbooth door wi’ my nails,’ said 
Mias Ghizel, ’but I wad be at him.’ 

’Te may be very right, ladies,’ said Butler, 'but I would 
not advise you to speak so load.’ 

’ Speak 1 ’ exclaimed both the ladies together, ’there will be 
naetning else spoken about frae the Weigh House to the Water 
Gate till this is either ended or mended" 

The females now departed to their respective places^ of 
aboda Plumdamas joined the otiier two gentlemen in drink- 
ing their ‘ meridian,’ a bumper-dram of brandy, as they passed 
the well-known low-browed shop in the Lawnmarket where 
they were wont to take that refreshment. Mr. Plumdanws 
then departed towards his shop, and Mr. Butler, who bwpeoed 
to have some particular occasion for the rein of an old brii& 
— ^e truants of that busy day could have antaoipated its ap^- 
oation — walked down the Inwnmarket with Mr. £bddiet(ee, 
each talking as he could get a word thrust in, the one cm the 
laws of Scotland, the other on those of syntax, and n e ith ff 
listening to a word whidi his companion uttered. 



CHAPTER V 


Eb^diair he oolde right weel lajr down tiie lawt 
Bat is hhi hMU^ m* meek w is « dew. 

IHtIB LlDDBikT. 

* / I ^HERE has been Jooh Brivn', tiie earner, here, spewing 
I about bis new giuth,’ said Mrs. Saddletree to her 

A. hosband, as be orossed bis tbreshdd, not with the 
purpose^ by an;^ means, of eonsnltiag him upcm bis own afiain, 
but merely to intimat^ by a gentle recapitulation, how much 
duW ^e bad gone through in his absence. 

‘ Weel,’ rrolied Bartoline, and deimied not a wc»d more. 

'.Ajid the Ibaird ^ Girdumburst has had bis running foot- 
man hwe, and ea’d himsdl — be 's a civil pleasant young gmitle- 
man-^to see wbmi the broidered saddle-clotli ^ bu sorrel 
horse will be ready, for he uwts it again the Kelso races.’ 

‘Weel, awed,’ replied Bartdine, as laconically as before. 

‘And his lorddi^, ^ Earl of Blazonbury, Lord Fladi and 
Rame, is like to be dean daft Gtat the harness for the dz 
ffanders mean, wi’ dm wests, coronets, bouanga and mount- 
ings conform, are no aoat bame aeoonlmg to pcomiae fpon.’ 

‘ Weel, weel, wed — weel, weel, gndewife,’^ said Sradletiee, 
‘if be gimgs daft, 'U ^ him o(^osoed — it’s a’ vwy weel’ 

' It ’s wed that ye think sae, llu. Saddletree,’ answered Ipe 
hdpmate^ rather nettled at the indifference with which hw 
report was received ; ‘ there ’s mony ane wad hae thought 
themsdves affironted if sae mony onstomers had oa’d and 
imebody to answor them but women-folk; for a’ the lads 
were aff, as soon as yonr back was tamed, to see Porteons 
hanged, that might be counted upon ; and sae, you no bdng 
at name ’ 

‘Honts, Mrs. Saddletree,’ said Bartoline, with an air of 
ODnseqaenoe, ‘ dinna deave me wi’ your nonsense ; I was under 
the necessity <ff being elsewhere : non omnia, as Mr. Orossmy- 
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jSSTSatibr’a em. bQt it mmiis. “ 
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imve Tout to 1^ after yoang gentLemen’i, eMdBknt iM 
loidles, when ye gang to aee a maa that never dia ye P 

**^\^oman,’ said Saddletree^ assuming an elevatod towa to 
whi<^ the ‘ meridiaa ’ hi^ somewhat o^tribnted, * denstk — Isiy 
forbear, from intromitting with a ff a ir s toon oanst not nnd^* 
stand. D’ ye tbmt 1 was born to sit here broggin an elduo 
through bend-leather, when sic inen as Duncan Forb63 and 
tW, oth« Amiston c^d there, without muckle mnaater Puto, 
if the close-head speak true, them myselL mann be presid«^ 
and king’s advocates, nae doubt^ and wha bat th^ t Whwtoa 
were &voar ^uaJly distribute, as in the days of the wight 

Wallace- ‘ , , . . iw 

‘I ken naething we wad hae gotten by the wight Wa,., 
said Mrs. Saddletree, ‘ unless, as I hae heard the aald foSt ' 
they fought m thae days wl’ bend-leathw guns, «md it ’s a 
chance but what, if he had bought them, he might have forgot 
to pay for them. And as for the greatness of your pa^ 
Burtley, tiie folk in the dose-head maun ken nuur about 
them I do, if they make sic a report of t^sou’ 

‘ I tdl ye, womeuo,’ said Saddletree, in hi^ dudgeonf ' that 
ye ken neMthing about these matters. In Sir William WsH^’t 
days there was nae man pinned dovn to sb a slavieh wsjw aa 
a idler’s, for they got (my leather graith that thrgr hfto hte 
for ready-meule out of Holland.’ 

‘We^’ said Butler, who was, like many of his pto&s^ii* 
scunethi^ of a humorist and ^ joker, ‘if ^t he the Am 
Mr. Sad<fletree, I think we have changed for the better ; 
we make our own hatoasr^ and only mmert our laiyei^. 
Holbmd.’ ; 

‘It’s ower tra& Mr. Butlm:,’ answered Bartoliiiie!^ 
sigh ; ‘if I had had the Im^^or rsitber, if iny hi^ .l|yi 

t& sense to send me to Leyden and Htr^i to 

SubtUtMtes and Pemdm ’ • > , - , . 

' Ton meap the IwtUutef- 
treet’ said Bntiier, 

'Institutes and suhstitutes are 
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and nsed iadiffetently aa saeh in deads of tsOzie, as 
yon may see in Balfonr’s PraeHquett or Dallas of St. Martin’s 
^les. I ondeistand these thii^jptetty weel, I thank Gktd ; 
but I own 1 should have studied in Holland.’ 

‘To comfort you, you might not hare been flurtha forward 
than you are now, Mr. Saddletree,’ replied Mr. Butler ; ‘ for 
our Swttish adrooatM are an aristocratic rac& Their brass is 
of the right Corinthian quality, and Non emvis eontigit adire 
Corinthtm. Aha, Mr. S^dletree 1 ’ 

‘ And rfia, Mr. Butler,’ rejoined Bartoline, upon whom, as 
may be well suppose^ the jert was lost^ and all put the sound 
of the words, ‘ ye said a gliff syne it was guivis, and now I 
heard ye say eutvia with my ain ears, as plam as ever 1 heard 
a word at the fore-bar.’ 

‘Give me your patience, Mr. Saddletree, and I ’ll e^lain the 
discrepancy m three word^’ said Butler, as pedantic in his own 
departoent, though with infinitely more judpoient and learn- 
ing, as Bartoline was in his self-assumed prot^ion of the law. 
‘ Give me your patience for a moment. You ’ll grant that the 
nominative case is that by which a person or thing is nominated 
or desired, and which may be called the primary case, all 
others being formed from it by alterations of the tennination 
in the learned languages, and by prepositions in our modem 
Babylonian jargons t You ’ll grant me that, I suppose, Mr. 
Saddletree r 

‘I dinna ken whether I will or no — ad aviaandum, ye ken — 
naebody should be in a hurry to make admissions, either in 
point of law or in mint of ^t,’ said Saddletree, looking, (nr 
endeavouring to look, as if he understood what was said. 

‘And the dative case,’ continned Butler 

‘I ken what a tutor dative is,’ said Saddletree, ‘readily 
enon^’ 

‘l^e dative case,’ resumed the grammarian, ‘is that in 
which anything is mven or assimed as properly belonging to 
a person or thi^. Yon oamot d^y that, I am sure.’ 

‘ I am sure I Id no grant it tiiough,’ said Saddletree. 

‘Then, what the deevU d’ ye hue the nominative and the 
dative oases to be 1 ’ said Butier, hastily; and surprised at once 
out of his decency of ezpreraion and aocnracgr of prcmunciadon. 

_‘I’ll toll you that at leisure, Mr. Butler,’ said Saddletree, 
with a yery knowing look. ‘ I ’U take a day to see and answer 
every artide of your ocmdesoendenoe, and then I ’ll hold you to 
ConfsBs or deny, as accords.’ 
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^Ooine^ ocnne, lb. Saddl6teee»* ai^ hk xifiv 1*0 

eon&aaons «nd oemdeapend eD oes hon^ tefc <||Ba jaMK la wt0 
BCHTt o’ mros tliat are paid fer tbsn; th^ toH il3w» $ike O' W 
as ill as a demi-pique saddle wooldsoha 
‘Aha! ’ said Mr. Batter, ‘Opta< hot jMyw% aombg 

new onder the son. But it vas a air ait. of we. fladd h tree^ 
hovever.’ ;v 

‘ And it trad &r better become ye, Mr. Saddletree,* (xmtaniea 
bis helpmatCL ‘since ye say ye bae dteel o’ the law, to try if |a 
can do ony tning for Effie Deans, pair thing, that ’s lying op m 
the tolbooth yonder, caald, and hungiy) and oomfortl^ A 
servant lass of oars, Mr. Butler, and as innocent a lasa to my 
thinking, and as osefu’ in the chop. When Mr. Saddletree 
gangs out — and ye ’re aware he ’s raldom at hame when there ’s 
ony o’ the dea-houses open — pair Bffie used to hdp me to 
tumble the bundles o’ barkened feather up and down, and ranm 
out the gudes, and suit a’body’s humours. And tacoth, she 
could aye please the customers wi’ her answei^ for she was 
aye civu, and a bonnier lass wasna in Auld Beekia And when 
folk were hasty and unreasonable, she could serve than better 
than m^ that am no sae young as I hae been, Mr. Butler, and 
a wee bit short in the temper into the bargain ; for uhmi there ’a 
ower mony folks crying on me at anes, and nane but ae tongue 
to answer them, folk maun speak hastily, or they’ll ne’er get 
through their wark. Sae 1 miss Effie daily.’ 

‘De die in diem,’ added Saddletree. 

*I think,’ said Butler, after a good deal of hesitataoiL ‘X 
have seen the girl in the shop, a modest-lookini^ fidr-haiied 
girir 

‘Ay, ay, that ’s just pair Effie,’ said her mistress. ‘ How she 
abandoned to hmsell, or whether she was smdtli w p o' the 
sinfu’ deed, God in Heaven knows; but if she’s be^ guilty, 
she ’s been sair tempted, and I wad amaist talm my Mbfo aith 
she hasna been hersell at the time’ 

Butler had by this time become modi agitated ; he fidgeted 
up and down the diop, and diowed the greatest agitatioa th^ 
a person of such stri^ decorum could be supposed to |OTe tray 
to. ‘Was not this girl,’ he stud, ‘ the daughter of IkTid Deiisii 
that had the parks at St Ijecauurd’s tokmif aad hai^atd^ 
sistcart’ .■'•k.;?'' 

‘ In tioto has she-— pair Jeame Deans, tel yeawaB^ ii^ 
hersell ; she here ^raetanga wee while syne tdtnrt llepMi, 
And what could I say to.hei; Imt that she hehoved 
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imeak to Mr. Saddletree irben he 'was at haiaet It waaoa 
that I thonj^t Mr. Saddletree ootdd do her or ony other body 
iBa<^e gade or ill, hat it wad am serre to keep the pair thiag’s 
heart ap for a wtie while; and let sorrow oome wnea sorrow 
maon.' 

* Ye ’re mistam though, gadewil^’ sakl Saddletree, soornfally, 
‘ for I oonld hae gien her great satisfoction ; 1 could hae provra 
to hor that her sister was indicted apon the statute 1690, 
dmpter !•— for the midr ready prerention of ohild-muxd«:, 
for oonoealing her pregnauOT, and gi'ving no account of the 
child wfaidi ^e had homo’ 

‘I hqpe,’ said Butler — ‘I trust in a gracious God, that she 
can cleu* berseE* 

‘And sae do 1, Mr. Butler,’ replied Mrs. Saddletree. *I am 
sure 1 wad hae miswered for her as my ain daughter ; but, wae ’s 
my heart, I had been tender a’ the simmer, and scarce ower the 
dkm o’ my room for twal weeks. And as for Mr. Saddletree, 
he might be in a lying-in hospital, and ne’er find out what the 
women cam there for. Sae 1 could see little or naething o’ her, 
or I wad hae had the truth o’ her situation out o’ her, I’se 
wanant ye. But we a’ think her sister maun be able to speak 
something to dear hw.’ 

‘The haill Parliament Hous^’ said Saddletree, ‘was speak- 
ii^' o’ naething el^ till this job o’ Porteous’s put it out o’ 
head. It ’s a bmutifol point of presumptive murder, imd there ’s 
been nane like it in the Justiciar Court since the case of Luokie 
Smith, the howdie, that suffered in the year 1679.’ 

‘ ]^t what ’s the matter wi’ you, Mr. ^tler t ’ said the good 
woman; ‘ye are looking as white as a sheet; will ye take a 
diamt ’ 

‘By no means,’ said ButW, compelling himseE to f^ieak, 
‘I 'walked in finm Dumfiries yesterday, and this is a warm 
day.’" 

‘Sit down,’ said M^ Saddletree, laying hands on him kindly, 
‘and test ye^ ye’ll kill yoursdl, man, at that rate. And ate we 
to wish you joy o’ getting the scale, Mr. Butler 1 ’ 

’Yes— no — I do not know,’ answered the young man, 
Vaguely, ^t ll&s. Saddletree kept him to the ixnnt, partly 
eat of iatearest, partly from curiosity. 

Ye d mna ken whether ye me to the fiee socle o’ Bum- 
fricB at M», after hmgu^ on and teaoUi^ it a’ the simmer f’ 

‘ No, Mrs. Saddletree^ I am not to have it,’ tmdied Artier, 

laarooefiaotedtyi 'TSmladidQfBlaek-at^he-Baaehadwna 
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thafe liad a puir m a fMma ttm nmaa 

etoaugh maA, And y« ^ odttia tb 
irait dead xaeii’e anooii f and, fat ae fiail te Uh wlaiA* 

beam is, be may live as laag as yoa, that are his aiai i t ml iiid 
saooessor/ 

* Vary l^’te»lied Butler, itith ft *1 do not kffloiT if I 
Bhoold Tiish It ouifirwiee.’ 

‘Nae donbt it’s ft very teziiig thing,* ouitinaed th6 good 
ladr, ‘to be in Ibat dependent stftlaon ; and ^n that hae 
and title to sae mndde better, I tronder how ye bear tiieae 
crosses.’ 


‘Quot diUgit castigat,’ answered Batter; ‘even tite $egen 
Seneca ooald see an advantage in aflintion. Hie beatibiens oftd 
their pldloscmhy and the Jews their revelation, Mrs. Saddletree, 
and mey endaiira their disteesses in their dalr. Christaaaa have 
a better dispensation than either, bat doaboess—- — * 

He stoi^pM and signed. 

‘ I ken what ye mean,’ said Mrs. Saddletree, ioddng toward 
her hosband ; ‘there ’s whiles we lose patienoe in qiite Of baith 
book and Bible. But ye are no gaan aira, and looking aae 
poorly ; ye H stay and take some kad wi’ ns f ’ 

Mr. Saddletree laid aside Balfour’s Practigim fovouite 
study, and much good may it do him), to join in his wifo’s 
horoltable importuxuty. But the tefttdier decSmed aS entrealy, 
and took his leave upon the spot. 

‘ There ’s something in a’ this,’ said Mrs. Sad(Bett<0a, foohi&g 
after him as he walkM up the street. ‘ I wonder wlmt malEes 
Mr. Butler sae distressed (wutBffie’s misfortune ; thetewasnah 
aequaintance atween them that ever I saw or heora but'AlQ^ 

wm neighbours when David Deans was on the Laird or Dnmbib* 
dikes’ kmd. Mr. Butler wad ken hw fo&w, or some o* nnr 
foBc Get un Mr. Saddletree : ye have set yoniwU down on 
the very breoham that wants stituiing : and liM’s Ifttie 
the prentice. Ye little rintherout mu that ye are, vAat ^ikes 
you raking throng the gutters to see hai^tl ll^; 
wad ye like when it comes to be your ain gg t 

ensure ye, if ye dmna mend your tnaancRnt And wLftlt 
maunderi^ and greeting for, as if a wood were bHMlt^ iatf 
banes t Gang in five. aaM beab^ter Bidtn 
ted Peggy to gie yea Incikar o’ btodi, for ye’ll be aa Regain 
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l^ed, I’se wanaat m It ’0 a fitthorkBS baint, Mr. Sfkddletr^ 
and motherless, miilk in some oases may be vanr, and ane 
W(mld taJce care 0 ’ him if th^ could : it ’s a Gbristaan duty.’ 

‘ Very brue, fodewife,’ said Saddletree, iu rei>ly, ‘ we ate tn 
loeo parentis to liim dni^ bis rears of pupillarity, and I bae 
had thon^ts of applying to tne court for a commission as 
&otor loeo tutori^ seeiitg tnere is nae tutor nominate and the 
tutor-at-law declines to act ; but only I fear die espense of the 
procedure wad not be in rem veraam, for 1 am not aware if 

TlTMt?- 1 ^1 ^ xl J •l-X > 




He oondud^ this sentence widi a self-important cough, as 
one who has laid down the law in an indisputable manner. 

* Effects I ’ said Mrs. Saddletree ‘ what effects has the puir 
wean 1 He was in rags when his mother died ; and the blue 
polonie that Effie made for him out of an auld mantle of mj 
ain was the first decent dress the bairn ever hi^ on. Fair 
Effie ! can ye teU me now really, wi’ a’ your law, will hmr life be 
in danger, Mr. Saddletree, when they arena able to prove that 
ever there was a bairn ava % ’ 

‘Whoy,’ said Mr. Saddletree, delighted at having for once 
in his lira seen his wife’s attention arrested by a topic of legal 
discussion — ‘whoy, there are two sorts of murdrum, or mar- 
dragivm, or what you popvdariter et vulgariter call murther. I 
mean there are many sorts; for there’s your mvrthnm par 
vigilias et insidias and your murthrum undBr trust.’ 

‘I am sure,’ replied his moiety, ‘that murther by trust is 
the way that the gentry murther us merchant^ and whil^ 
make us shut the booth up; but that has naething to do wi’ 
Effie’s misfortune.’ 

‘The case of Effie — or Euphemia — Deans,’ resumed Saddle- 
tree, ‘ is one of those oa^ of murder presumptive, that is, a 
muraer of the law’s inferring or construction, being derived firom 
certain indieia or grounds of suspicion.’ 

‘ So tbat^’ said we good woman, ‘unless pair Effie has com- 
municated her situatioi^ she ’ll be hang^ by the neck, if the 
bairn was still-born, or if it be alive at this moment 1 ’ 

‘Assuredly,’ said Saddletree, ‘it being a statute ma(k 1^ 
our sovereign Lord mid l^y to prevaat the horrid delict of 
bringi^ forth children in secret. The crime is rather a 
ffivourite of the law, this species of murther bring one of its 
am oreataon.’ 

‘Then, if the latr makes murders,’ said Mrs. Saddletrae, 'ihe 
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lair dMMiM be hanged hr them; or if tiiof used bai^p * lanier 
iaatead, ibe oonntiy wad find me fibot.’ 

A sammom to tbeir frogal dinimr intemq^ted the fiotiher 
piogrees of the oouTeraation, which wae dbearwise iOBB to take 
» tain mndi lees &Tonnhle to the saenoe of jaxirorodenoe ai^ 
its ^&8a<ns than Mr. Bartoline Saddletree^ tae nnd actaihnr 
of both, had at its opening anticipated. 
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CHAPTER VI 

But np then raise all Edinhnrgh, 

They all rose np by thousands three. 

Johnie Armstrong's Goodnight. 

B utler, on his departure from the sign of the Golden 
Nag, went in quest of a fnend of his connected with the 
law, of whom he wished to make particular inquiries 
oonoeming the circumstances in which the unfortunate young 
woman mentioned in the last chapter was placed, having, as the 
reader has probably already conjectured, reasons much deeper 
tiian those dictated by mere humanity for interesting himself 
in her fisbte. He found the person he sought absent from home, 
and was equally ui^ortunate in one or two other calls which he 
made upon acquaintances whom he hoped to interest in her 
stoiy. But everybody was, for the moment, stark mad on the 
pbject of Porteous, and engaged busily in attacking or defend- 
ing the measures of government in reprieving him ; and the 
ardour of dispute had excited such umversal thirst that half 
the young lawyers and writers, together with their very clerks, 
the class whom Butler was lookmg after, had adjourned the 
debate to some fevourite tavern. It was computed by an 
experienced arithmetician that there was as much twopenny ale 
consumed on the discussion as would have floated a first-rate 
man-of-war. 

Butler wandered about until it was dusk, resolving to take 
that opportunity of visiting the unfortunate young woman, 
when ms doing might be least observed ; for he had his own 
reasons for avoiding the remarks of Mrs. Saddletree, whose 
shop-door opened at no great distance firom that of the jail, 
though on the opposite or south side of ihe street, and a little 
higher up. He passed, therefore, through tiie narrow and 
p^y covered passage leading feom the north-west end of the 
Parlimnent Square. 
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He stood BOV befi»e die Qotliio mdsMtoe of eanent 
priaon, vliicii, as is vdl kuovn to all moiL ieankiid>> «fiOmt 
ffont in the veiy middle of the High Stieett mnaiig. as it vwe^ 
die tcaminadon to a huge pile of huildinge called dm leu^en- 
booths, which, for so^ uuxmoeivabte reeson, our axioeBtois had 
jammed into the midst of the principal street ol die town* 
tearing for passage a narrow strMt on the north, wd <m the 
soudi, into whioE the prieon opens, a narrow crooked lancL 
winding betwixt the hi^ and somlm walls die tolbooth and 
the adjacent houses on the one side, and the buttresses and 
projections of the old Cathedral upon the other. To give some 
^ety to this sombre psesage, well known by the name of ^ 
E^mes, a number of little booths or shops, after the hudnon 
of cobblers’ stalls, are plastered, as it were, against the Gothic 

□ ‘actions and abutmenta so that it seemed as if the traders 
occupied with nests, bearit^ the same proportion to the 
building, every buttress and coign of vantage, as the mardet 
did in Macbeth’s oastla Of later years these booths have^ de- 
generated into mere toy-shops, where the littie loiterers chiefly 
mterested in such wares are tempted to linger, enchanted 
by the rich display of hobby-hors^ babiea and Ihitoh to^ 
arranged in artml and gay confusion; yet half-scared by the 
cross looks of the withered pantaloon, or spectacled old lady, 
by whom these tempting stores are watched and superintended. 
But in the times we write^ of the hosiers, the glover^ Ihe 
hatters, the mercers, the milliners, and all who dealt in the 
miscelUmeons wares now tmmed haberdashers’ goods, were to 
be found in this narrow i^ey. ^ 

To return from our digression. Butler found the ontor 
turnkey, a tedl, thin old man, with long silver hair, in the act 
of loclong the outward door of the jail He addressed himsdf 
to this person, and as^ admittance to Effie Deans, oonflned 
upon accusation of child-murder. The turnkey looked at hi™ 
earnestly, and, civilly touching his hat out of respect to Butler’s 
bkw^ coat and clerical appearance, replied, 'It was impoarible 
any one coirid be admitted at present.’ 

'You shut up earlier than usual, probably on account si 
Gaptoin Porteous’s affiurl ’ stud Butler. 

^e turnkey, with the true mystery of a poson In office^ 
gave two grave nods, and withdrawing from t^ wardii )a 
p<mderotts key of about two feet in length, he proceeded to 
a strong plate of sted iriiioh folded down shove the kej^il^ 
and was secured hy a sted s]^ing and catch. Butler sto^' iriili 
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iastiootiTely while iiie door waa made Rsf^ mid tlMgaloo]i^ at 
his watoh, wdked biiskly ap the streett mattedng to hinwalf 
a^ost nnooiuoioiiify — 

Porta adreraa, ingnu, aoUdoqne adanumte oolanauB ; 

Via ut nuDa vin^ non ipri axacindm fraio 

Oceliooha ralaant. Stat foma tania ad aataa, «to.* 

Haviaf wasted half an hoar m<ne in a seocmd at- 

tempt to find his legal fnend and adviaw, he thoapht it time to 
leave the dtjr and return to his place oi residmoe m a small vil- 
la^ about two miles and a 1^ to the southward oi Edmhux^L 
metropolis was at this time surrounded b;^ a hi^ wall, with 
battlerawts and flankmg projections at scnne intervals, and tiis 
access was throu^ gates, callM in the Soottidi lai^;aag;e ‘ports,’ 
whit^ wwe regmarfy shut at night. A small fee to the keepms 
would indeed procure egress sm ingress at any time, through 
a wiidcet left tor that purpose in the large gato hut it was of 
some importwce to a man so poor as Butlm to avoid evmi tins 
slight pecuniary mulct j and fearing the hour of shutting the 
gates might be near, he made for that to which he found bims^ 
nearest, ^though by doing so he somewh^ Iragtl^ed hk wahc 
homewards. Bristo Port was that by which his direot road lay, 
but the West Fort, which leads out of the Orasnnmrket, was the 
nearest of the city gates to the pIbm whme he feund himself 
and to that, theretore, he directea his coarse. 

He readied the port in ample time to pass the oirouit of the 
walls, and enter a suburb called P(»tsbmgfaj ohi^ inhalntod 
by the lower order of citizens and meehenics. Here he was 
unezpertedly interrupted. He had not gone hu: from the 
gate before Im heard the sound of a drun^ mid, to hk great 
surprise, met a number persons, suffident to oeoupy the 
whc^ front of the street^ and form a oonsidemble mass 
bdiind, moving with gr^t speed towards the gate he had 
just como from, and Imving in front of them a mrum beating 
to arma While he considered how he should esoam a party 
assembled, as it might be ^^esumed, frsr no lawM purpose^ 
they oame friU on him and stoi^ed kirn. 

‘Are you a dergyman t * <»e questumed him. 

Butlttr re^ed ^t ‘he was in ordme^ but wae not a piaoed 
ministm.’ 

‘It’s Mr. Butler from liberton,’ said a voiee fican behind; 
‘he ’ll disdtaigB the as wed as , — ' 

> See TrmMatten. WotaS. 
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*Ym mast tom bade iritk as, mt,’ si^ ^ fast Bpkker, 
m a tona civil bat paenqrtiQgrjr. 

‘ F<ar idutt pmpose^ geatiesafia t ’ aa^ Mr. Baltor. * I Eva 
at seme distance from townj tlie roads ate oasafe I7 
jrea trill do me a setiens ingniy by stopping me.' 

*Yoa ciiaU be smiit aafidy bo^ no manduJl tow&abair 
<^yoar head ; Imt yoa most and shaU oosne along^ trEE os.' 

‘ Bat to what porpom or end, i^tiemen t ’ sud Batien *I 
hope yoQ trill be so civil as to explain that to me 1 ’ 

'Ton diaE know that in^ good time. Gome along, for come 
you most, by force or &ir means ; and I warn you to kxdc 
neither to the right hand nor tim left, and to ^e no notice 
of anv man’s face, bat consider all that is passing before yon 
asa oream.’ 

' I would it were a dream I could awaken from,’ said Butiw 
to himself ; bat having no means to oppose the violmioe with 
which he was threate:^, he was compiled to turn round and 
march in front of the rioters, two men partly supporting and 
partly holding him. Baring this parley the insargento had 
made themselves masters of the West P(^ roshing upon Ihe 
waiters (so the people were called who had the charge of the 
gatesl and possessii^ themsdves of the keya They holted 
and oorred the foldu^ doors, and commanded the person 
whose duty it usually was to secure the wicket, of which 
they did not understand the fostenings. The man, terrified 
at an incident so totally unexpected, was unable to perform 
his usual office, and gave the matter up, aftmr several attmnpts. 
Ihe rioters, who seemed to have come prepared for everjr emer- 
gency, oallra for torches, by the_ Eght of which they nwed up 
tire wicket with long nails, which,, it appeared probable^ they 
had provided on puipose. 

while this was going on, Butler could not, even if he had 
been willing, avoid making remarks on the individuals who 
seemed to lead this singular mob. The toroh-Eghl^ while it 
aa. their forms and left him in the shad^ gave him an 
opportunity to do so wiihout their observiim^ him. Se^ral 
th^ who seemed most active were dressedin sailors’ jackets, 
trowsers, uid sea-caps ; others in large loose-bodied greatcoats 
and sbndied hats ; and there were sevend who, judgiim from 
th^ dress, should have been called wommi, wl»)se toug^ dfom 
vi^es, uncommon sue, and masculine depoitinent and mods 

waUdng, finhade them bmng so interpreted. moved 

as if Igr some weE-oonemted plan of aaangmnent. They had 
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rnpuHB wliiidi ilief knew, and nidEnamee which they 
dutaiupiuuied, each other. Bntler lemaxlced that die name of 
Wilcme was need among them, to whidi one stmit amaam 
seemed to rq>ly. 

The rioters left a small party to obsmrre the West Port, and 
directed the waiters, as they valued their lives, to remiun within 
their lodge, and make no attempt for that night to repossess 
themselves of the gate. They then moved with rapidity along 
the low street called the Gowgate, the mob of the city every- 
where rising at the sound of their drum and joining them. 
When the multitude arrived at the Cowgate Port, they secured 
it with as little opposition as the former, made it ftst, and 
left a small party to observe it It was afterwards remarked 
as a striMng instance of prudence and precaution, singularly 
combined with audacity, that the parries left to guwd those 
gates did not remain starionary on their posts, but flittered to 
and fto, keeping so near the gates as to see that no efforts were 
made to open wem, yet not remaining so long as to have their 

E ersons closely observed. The mob, at first only about one 
undred strong, now amounted to thousands, and were increas- 
ing every moment. They divided themselves^ so as to ascend 
with more speed the various narrow lanes which lead up fium 
the Cowgate to the High Street ; and still beating to arms as 
they went, and calling on all true Scotsmen to join them, they 
now filled the principal street of the city. 

The Netherbow Port might called the Temple Bm of Edin- 

bui^h, as, intersecting the High Street at its termination, it 
divmM Edinburgh properly so called, from the suburb named 
&e C^on^te, as Temple Bar separates London firom West- 
minster. It was of the^ utmost importance to the rioters to 
possess themselves of ihis pass, because there was quartered in 
the Ganongate at that rime a regiment of in&n^, commanded 
by Golond Moyle, which mi^t have occupied the city by 
advancing through this gate, and would possess the power of 
totally defeating rireir purpose. The leaders therefore hastened 
to the Netherbow Port, iduch they^secured in the same manner, 
and with as little rirouble, as the other gates, leavii^ a party 
to warih it, steong in proporrion to the importance of the poet 
_ Ihe next o^eot of these hardy insurgents was at cmoe to 
disarm the City Guard and to procure arms for themsdves ; 
for scarce any weapons but staves and bludgeons had been yet 
sera among thmn. The gua^-honse was a long, low, ugly 
building (r^oved in 1787^ which to a fiuunftd imaginat^ 
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mi^i bave mgeBBtedl Hw idaa ci • bsw UMsk anil atandii 
ap ihe laiddle^ the Street, and aefenanag iteheMtil 
ec^laoa^ IbiaforiaidalmuiaaiTeetiinhadbeaaaotuMncpeQtcd 
th^ there ▼ere no mote dun the ordinary aemant'i doisd ef 
tile dty corps upon dnty; even these ▼ere ▼itmiiit aa^ 

<3i powder and tiall ; and semdUe enough what had raised tM 
stcnm, and whioh way it was rolUng, oould hardly be supposed 
very desirous to expose thonselTes by a Taliant denom to 
the smimosity at so numerous and dasporate a mob, to wimm 
they were on the present occasion much more than usually 
obnoxious. 

Tbrae was a sentinel upon guard who, that OM town-guard 
soldier might do his duty on that oTentiol eyening, presented 
his piece, and desired the foremost of the rioters to stwd o£ 
young amazon, whom Butler had obserred particularly 
active, sprung upon the soldier, seized his musket, and_ aftw a 
straggle succeeded in wrenching it from hm, and throwing him 
down on the causeway. One or two solihers, who ^mdeavouied 
to turn out to the support of their smitind, were ui t^ same 
manner seized and disarmed, and the mob without difSoulty 
possessed themselves of the guard-house, disarming and turn- 
ing out of doors the rest of the men on duty. It was rmnarked 
tlmt, notwithstandii^ the city soldiers h^ been the instruments 
of the slaughter whioh this not was designed to revenge, no ill- 
usage or even insult was offered to them. It seemed as if tiie 
vengesmce of the people disdained to stoop at any head meanee 
than that whioh they considered as the source and origin cff 
their injuries.^ 

On poss^sing themselves of the guard, the first act of the 
multitude was to destroy the (hums, by whioh they supposed 
an alarm might be conveyed to the garrison in the Gaustle; ffur 
the same reason they now silenoed tl^ own, which was beatrat 
by a young fellow, son to the drummer of Portsbuxgfa, whcnn 
they had forced upon that service. Their next busiaess was to 
distiibute among the boldest of the rioters the guns, bayimets, 
partisans, hal^ds, and battle or Loehaber axes. Until tlli 
period the principal rioters had preserved silmioe on the 01(3“ 
mate object of thmr riring, as being that which ^ knew, but 
n<Bie expressed. Now, howevw, having acoomplithed oU the 
preliminaiyparts of their design, they raised a tramcsidiOHto 
shout of ‘Porteousl Porteousl To the tolboothi To |he 
tolbooth ! ’ 

They proceeded with the same pradeDoe when the cigeet 
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Mdand to be uMify in tlwir gnaae tkegrlMd done biilMVto 
min swMM WM BKne debtotu. A strong petty <rf the rio t e« % 
dmtm vep in front of the Lsdenbooths^ end failing dam the 
e tee e< » pnvented ell eoeese from the eee twe id, end iho wet 
mi m defile formed ty the Imohenboothe me seeneed in 
the seme menner; so that the toibooth me ooewletelj snr- 
nnnded, end those who andvtook the teak of bieekii^ it open 
dFeotaelly saonred against the risk of interroptioD. 

l%e maeistretes, m the meanwhile, had taken the elans, 
and essemlued in a tav^ with the purpose of nds^ some 
strength to subdue the rioters. The deacons, or p^dmite of 
tile trades, were iqmlied to, but dedared there was Uttie chance 
cf thmr authority being respected Ity the orafinnen, where it 
was ^ olqect to save a man so obnaxioua Mr. Idndsay, 
member of puliament fat the city, Tolunteered the perilons 
task of canTing a verbal message from the Lord Provost to 
Colonti Moyle^ the oconmander of the r^nunest lyi^ in the 
Oanoi^ate, requesting him to force the Netherbow Port, uid 
ootw the oit^ to put down the tumult. But Mr. Im^sa^ 
defined to ohaige nimself with any writt^ order, whkdL if 
found on his person by an enraged mol^ might have cost him 
his life; and the issue of the application was, tiiat Ckdonel 
Moyle, having no writtmi requisition from the mvil anthoritiee, 
and imving ^ &te of Forteous bel^ his eyes as an ezampfo 
of the sevme oonstruotion put by a jury on the prooeedhnra of 
militaiy nm acting on their own remicmsibility, dediued to 
moounter the ritir to which the FrovosPs verbal oommunioation 
invited him. 

More than one memromer was desmtehed by Afferent mys 
to the Gastle, to require the oommanding dBbier to march down 
hu troo^ to fire a few cannon-shot, or even to throw a shell 
among tile mob, for the purpose of clearing the streets. Bat 
so stnot and watchful were the various patrols whom the riotme 
had estaldkhed in different parts of the streets, that none of ^ 
emiasanes of the magistrates oould reach the gate of the Gastia 
l%ey wace, however, tnnmd bade witiiont eitiier ii^ary or 
iasmt, and with noth^ mere of menace than was necessary to 
deter than ficom again attempthig to aooon^itii thdr enaiid. 

The aaora vigilanee was used to iwevent evoyboty of the 
Mghar, and tb^ whidi, in tins oaae^ might be demaed t^ 
mote so^dimjiL ordets of society fiKun appetumg in the street, 
and obsmving the movement^ or dmtdnguishing the pmsomi, of 
tlw notos. Every penep m the garo of a genowian was 
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Btol^pid by smaH putia* ci two or ^am oiihemokiAd fagffy 
etSAted, puHy xeqnived (rf tlura, Art Aay iMoatd lelim to 
the tdoee am lAenoe Aey oame. Ifamyaqaadxfflotrtloiaui 
epo^ A»t monuHoUe evoodog ; for the eedtuB-chainof loAe^ 
e/rea oi Ae higimt nsk, iraie intemiptad ia Aek peaBegc 
Am one point to anoAer, in sfate of As keed fboteiea am 
UsB^ flainbeMix This ms unitoimly done wiA a defennoe 
and attention to As feetings the tonified femaka vhkh 
oonld hardly hare been expected from the Ti(kttes a mob ao 
deaperaite. Those nho stopped the chair usnally made the 
exenae Art Aere mta mnA disturbanoe on Ae streets, and 
Art it was absolutely neoessary for Ae lady’s safety that Ae 
Aair Aonld Am ba(^ They offered AemselTes to escort Ae 
vehicles whiA they had Ana mteimpted in their progress, feom 
the ap^hension, probably, that some of Aose who hm oasnally 
nnitM Aemselves to the riot might disgrace Aeir systematic 
and determined plan of vengeance^ by Aom acts of general 
insult and license whiA are common (m similar oocasiona 

Pmcms are yet living who rmnember to ^ye heard fixnn 
the months of ladies thus interrupted on Aeir journey in Ae 
manner we have described, that Aey were escorted to Aeir 
lodgii^ by Ae young men who stoppA them, and even handed 
out of their Aairs, wiA a polite attenticm &r beyond what was 
ocmnstent wiA Aeir dress, which was apparendy that of 
journeymen meAanics.^ It roemed ae if the conspiratme, lOre 
those who assassinated Cardinal Beatonn m fermer da3r8, had 
entertained Ae opinion that the work about whiA A^ went 
was a judgment of Heaven, which, Aough nnsanotio^ by 
the uam anthoritiea, ought to be proceeded in wiA <nder am 
giaviA. 

While- Aeir outposts continued thus vigilant, and sufficed 
Aenudves ndlAer fipom fear nor curiosity to ne^eot that part 
of the duty assigned to them, and while Ae main guards to Ae 
east and west secured them against interraption, a sdeot body 
of Ae rioters Aundered at the door of the jmI, and demanded 
instent admission. No one answered, fiir the outer keeper had 
prudent^ made his escape wiA Ae keys at Ae oommawement 
of the riA and was nowhere to he fisund. The door was lartaad^ 
asmikd wiA sledgehammers, iron crows, end Ae eoii^arB of 
ploughs, ready provided fer Ae purpose, wiA whiA they pebeA 
^ved, and battered fi>r some Ane wiA little effiset; nr Am 
dm, hmdes, bring of doulde oak ^aoki, rianohed, boAoaA- 


> eeeKotee. 
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long and atfawarL witii Inoad-lmded aaik^ ms so haag asd 
•Msaied as to yim to bo means oi fiwomg, 'without the eaimi- 
£tate of mnch tiam. l%a rioteis, however, i^eared detw- 
mmed to gain admittaaoe. Gang after gang rdieved each 
other at the eaaraiae, for, of oonise, only a few oonld work at 
onoe I but gag after ^g retired, ezbansted with their violoit 
exntions, vrithoat maadng mnoh progress in fordi^ Ae prison 
door. Batter had been 1 m up near to this the prino^al scene 
of aotioB ; so near, indeed, that he was dmost opened hy the 
onoeosing dang of the heaTV fore-hammers ag^st the iron- 
bound portal of the prison. He began to Mtertain hopes, as the 
task seemed protracted, that the populace might give it over 
in despair, or that some rescue might arrive to disrarse them. 
There was a moment at which the fetter semed probable. 

The magistrates, having assembled their officers and some 
of the cituMns who were willing to hazard themselves for the 
public tranquillity, now sallied forth from the tavern where 
they held their sitting, and approached the mint of da^er. 
Their ofihsers went before them with links and torches, wim a 
herald to read the Riot Act, if necessary. They easily drove 
before them' the outposts and videttes of the rioters ; but when 
they approadied the line of guard which the mob, or rather, 
we should say, the conspirators, had drawn across the street 
in the front of the Ludcenbooths, they were received vrith an 
unintermitted volley of stones, and, on their nearer approach, 
the pikes, bayonets, and Loohaber axes of which the populace 
had possessed themselves were presented against them. One 
0 $ their ordinary officers, a strong resolute fellow, went forward, 
seized a rioter, and took from him a musket ; but, being un- 
supported, he was instantly thro'wn on his back in the street, 
and disarmed in his tom. The officer was too happy to be 
ptpsitted to rise and run away without receiving any feilher 
uguty; which afforded another remarkable instance of the 
mode in which them men had united a sort of moderation 
towards all others with the most inflexible inveteracy against 
toe ohjeot of their resentmMt. The magistrates, aftmr vain 
attempts to make themselves heard and oMye^ possesmitg no 
means of miforoW their authority, were (xmskainM to ifoandon 
toe field to toe rioters, and retreat in all qieed from toetoowers 
of missiles toat whistled around their ears. 

The passive resistance of toe tolbooto gate ^miscd to do 
num to baffie the purpose <ff the mob than toe active inter- 
ference of toe magistrates. The heavy sfedge-haaomers cm- 
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ianped to din wamat it witiK^ut intemisdoiL and irith a noiaa 
whioiL eohoed from the lofl^ buildi^ aroana the aeemed 
epoum to have ahurmed the garriaon in the Came It mm 
ciiotwted among the rioters ihat the troops would hiaidh down 
to disperse tiiem, unless they could execute their purpose witli- 
out loss of time : or that, eren without quitting the fortress, 
the garrison might obtain the same end oy throwing a bomb 
or two m>on the street. 

Urged by such motiyes for apprehension, they eagerly re- 
lieved each other at the labour of assailing me tolbooth door ; 
vet such WM its stirength that it still defied their efforts. At 
length a voice was hearo to pronounce the words, * Try it with 
fire.’ The rioters, with an unanimous shout, ce^ed for com- 
bustibles, and as all their wishes seemed to be instantly supplied, 
they were soon in possession of two or three empty tar-barrels. 
A huge red glaring bonfire speedily arose close to the door of 
the prison, sending up a tall column of smoke and flame against 
its antique turrets and strongly-grated windows, and illuminat- 
ing the ferocious and wild gestures of the rioters who surrounded 
the plac^, as well as the ]^e and anxious groups of those who, 
from windows in the vicinage, watched me progress of this 
alarming scene. The mob md the fire with whatever they 
could find fit for the purpose. The flames roared and cracUed 
among the heaps of nounshment piled on the fire, wd a terrible 
shout soon announced that the door had kindl^and was in 
the act of being destroyed. The fire was suffer^ to decay, 
but long ere it was quite extinguished the most forward ox 
the rioters rushe^ in their impatience, one after another, over 
itp yet smouldering remains. Thick showers of sparkles rose 
hign in the a^ as man after man bounded over the glowing 
embers and disturbed them in their passage. It was now 
obvious to Butler and all others who were present that the 
rioters would be instantly in possession of meir victim, and 
have it in their power to work their pleasure upon him, what« 
ever that might oe.^ 


* See The OIU Tolbooth. Note t. 



CHAPTER VII 


liw 0Til |<Oll ietdl !!•> we will exeonid; and it flhall go bard but wo 
will bettor the instruction. 

Merehant qf Veniee, 

^HE onhappy obiei^ of this tmarkahle distubanoe had 
been that day deUyeTed from the aptarehension of pub- 
A lie exeoaticm, and his joy was the greater, as he had seme 

leascm to question whether ^vemment would have run the risk 
of unpopumrity by interfmng in his &your, after he had been 
legally oonyiotM, by the verdict of a iury, of a crime so vay 
obnoxiona Bdiievra from this doubtful state of mind, his heart 
was merry wit^ him, and he thought, in the emdmtic wrards 
of Scripture (m a similar oooasicm, that surely the mttemess of 
death was past Some of his friends, however, who had watched 
manner and b^yiour of the crowd when the^ were made 
aoqoidnted with the reprieye, were of a different opmioiL They 
augured, from the unusual sternness and silence with which 
they bore their disappcHutment, that the populace nourished 
some aobmne of sadden and de^rate y^eanoe ; and they 
advised Porteous to lose no time in petitioaing the proper 
authorities that he might be oony^ed to the Gastde under a 
sufficient amard, to rmncdn there in security until his ifftimate 
ffite ehonld be cletramined. Habituated, howevm:, by his office 
to overwtre the rabble of the city, Porteous could not sn^eot 
them (ff an attempt so andacions as to storm a strong and 
defensible prison ; and, despising the advice by which he might 
have been saved, he spent the utemoon of the eventful clay in 
living an entertainment to some friends who visited hm in 
several of whom, by the indulgence of the captain of the 
tolbooth, with whom he had an old mtinuuy, arising from their 
official oemnedon, were even permitted to remain to supper with 
him, though oonixary to the rules of the jail 
It was, therefore^ in the hour of nnauoyed mirth, when this 
unfortonate wretch was ‘ full of bread,^ hot with wine, end 
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in mktibded ifl*gfoiis^d0d oosIMttOQ^ iliti 
alf hsa Bins ML blomi, tiie AtsI tUrtanfe dual! ' w 

tioten Bun^^ed wilA tlM an^ mennaeat and saleBBfsatmMi 
1%e hnrriM call the jaibr to tbe gaests. r^au^ then 
instantlT to depart, md hie j«b mote hastr latimatiaB tint a 
dieadfoi and deteimined mob Imd posseesed themaelTae of the 
mly gates and goaxd-hoase, jsore ^ fimt eiptanation oi these 
feanhl okmoais. 

Porteoas mii^t, hoverer, have daded the fitrv from idhieii 
the ^oe of authoritf wold not pioteet him, had be dtonght of 
slitting on some disguise and Inving i^e prison alonf( «im his 
gunts. It is inohaime that tlm jail<» m^ht have connived at his 
esoai^ or eyen that, in the huny of this alarming oontingenOT, 
he might not have (hserved it. But Porteoos aad bis nienas 
alike wanted preseoee of mind to suggest or ezeonto soohaplaa 
of esoi^ latter hastily fled m»n a plaoe iHhere oieir 
own safety seemed oompromised, aad the mnnec; in a state 
resembling stape&etkm, awaited in his apartramit ^ termina- 
tion of the miterpriae of the riotos. The cessation of the dang 
of the instruments with whidi they had at first attempted to 
force the door gare him momentary relief Ihe fiattering 
hopes that the military had marched into the dty, either from 
the Castle cw firom the suburbs, aad that the rioters were 
intimidated and dispersing, were soon destroyed by the l«oad 
aad ^ring li^t of the flames, whida, iliuminating through the 
grated wimow eyety comer ^ his apartmmit, phunly mowed 
that the mob, determined on their fiitu purpose, had adoj^ed a 
means of fbrdng entnaoe madly desperate and oertun. 

The sudden glare of light suggested to toe sti^ufied ami 
astonished object of populw hatim the possibili^ m oonoeah- 
meat or esoc^^ To rush to toe chimney, to aseend it at the 
ride of snffomtioii, were the only means whidi seem to bane 
ooooired to him ; but his pBrnress was speedily ati^iied by one 
id those iron gtatings wfaidi arev for the sake of seeuaty, 
usoatty placed a« 08 S toe yente of boildii^ designed for im- 
priwmmmit. The bats, howeyer, which impeded his fraiher 
progress, served to sv^ort bun in the sitaatien which he had 
gained, and he seised them with the tenaefonsgra^ of one 
esteemed himself clingmg to his last hope^ ezistence. 'Ihe 
lurid which had fi&d toe apartment kwmed end tM 
away; ^ sound of shouts was hem within the vradib omI op 
too naivow and wmding stair, whtqh, eased, wfitima <»» -oftoto 
tmets^ gave acoesa to toe ivper apartaeata of tow fisMO. 
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3li0 hiiEza of the riotexs wias answered by a Amt wild aasd 
doq>eTate as their own, the cry, namely, of the imprisoned 
who, expeotirtg to be liberated in the general confusion, 
welcomed me mob as their deliverers. By some of these the 
apartment of Portias was pointed out to his enemies. The 
oostacle of the lock and bolts was soon overcome, and from his 
hiding-place the unfortunate man heard his enemies sepch 
every comer of the apartment, with oaths and maledictions, 
which would but shocK the reader if we recorded them, but 
which served to prove, could it have admitted of doubt, the 
settled purpose of soul with which they sought his destruction. 

A pla^ of concealment so obvious to suspicion and scrutiny 
as that which Porteous had chosen could not long screen him 
from detection. He was dragged from his lurking-place, with 
a violfflce which seemed to argue an intention to put him to 
d^th on the spot More than one wearan was direcl^ towards 
him, when one of the rioters, the same ^ose female disguise had 
been particularly noticed by Bulter, interfered in an authori- 
tative tone. ‘ Are ye mad ? * he sai^ * or would ye execute an 
act of justice as if it were a crime and a cruelty ? This sacrifice 
will lose half its savour if we do not offer it at the very horns 
of the altar. We will have him die where a murderer should 
di^ on the common gibbet We will have him die where he 
spilled the blood of so many innocents I ’ 

A loud shout of applause followed the proposal, and the c^, 
* To the fl^ows with the murderer ! To the Qrassmarket wim 
him ! ’ echoed on all hands, 

*Let no man hurt him,’ continued tiie speaker; ^let him 
make his peace with God, if he can ; we will not kill both his 
soul and body.’ 

*What time did he give tetter folk for preparii^ their 
account I ’ answered sevem voices. * Let us mete to hSa with 
the same measure he measured to them.’ 

But the opinion of the spokemnan tetter suited the temper 
of those he addressed, a temper rather stubborn than imj^uous, 
sedate tiiou^ fer^oui^ and desirous of colouring tiieir crud 
and revengeml action with a show of justice and moderation. 

an instant this man quitted the prisoner, whom he 
oonti^ed to a selected guard, with instructions to pmmit him 
to give his money and property to whomsoever he pleased. A 
person confined m the jail for debt received this last deposit 
frmn the ti:mnlding hand of the victim, who was at the same 
time pmmitted to make some other Isrim aixangements to meet 
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to laaTO tiia ^jail, wen now at foU liberty to ^ so; hot tiwt 
their libeiation made any part of the settled potyoaa ei the 
liot^ but it followed as almost a neoesaarr ooaaeqiieooa of 
forcing the jail doors. With wild cries jnfaidee tibty jmiMd 
the mob, or disappeared amo^ the narrow lanes to seme out 
the hidden reoeptaoles 6 f vice and in&my where tbty were 
accustomed to lark and conceal themselTes from jnsti^ 

^ Two persons, a num about fifty years old and a nrl about 
^hteen, were all who continued within the fatal walh^ except- 
ing two or thrm debtors, who probably saw no advantam in 
attempting their escape. The persons we have mentioneid re- 
mained in the stroi^-room of the prison, now deserted I 7 idl 
others. One of their late oomp^ions in misfortane <»dlea ont 
to the man to make his escape, in the tone of an acquaintance. 

‘ Bin for it^ Batcliffe ^ the r(^ ’s clear.’ 

‘ It may be sae, Willie,’ answered Batclifie, composedly, ‘ but 
I have taen a foncy to leave aff trade, and set up for an honest 
man.’ 

‘ Stay there and be hanged, then, for a donnard auld deevil I ’ 
said the other, and ran do^ the prison stair. 

The person in ferine attire whom we have distinj|[nished as 
one of the most active rioters was about the same tune at the 
ear of the ^oung woman. ‘ Flee, £ffi& flee 1 ’ was all he baa 
time to whuper. She turned towards him an eye of min|^ 
fear, affection, and imbraiding, all contending with a sort Of 
stupified surprise. He again repeated, * Flee, !^e, flee, for the 
sake of all that ’s good and dear to you ! ’ .^ain she gazed on 
him, but was uname to answer. A loud noise was now heard, 
and the name of Madge Wildfire, was rq>eatedly called freun the 
bottom of the staircase. 

‘lam coming — I am coming,’ said the person who answered 
to that appell^ve; and then reiterating hastily, ‘For God’s 
sake — for your own sake — for my sake, flee, or they ’ll take yomr 
Ufo r he left the strong-room. 

7%e girl gazed aftm* him for a moment^ and then foinfty 
mattering, ‘ Better tyne life, since ^t is gude feme^’ she smsK 
her head upon her hand, smd remained seemin^y unomaseiow 
as a statue of the noise and tumult which passed arenrad heK» 

qimt tumult was now transferred firom the iamde to the 
outside of the tolbooth. The mob had brought their deslia# 
victim finih, and were about to conduct him to the pemum 
place of execution, which they had fixed as the soenia eff Us 
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featk !i!h» iMdor irhom th^ cKsti a g nidia l ^ tiba mm <af 
Madge ?^ildfiie had bem siunmoDed to aaaist at the p raee a ri oia 
^ toe in^tient slmtB of his con^erates. 

‘1 will »i8ure yoa five hosdtad potmcb,’ said the Tudn{^]r 
graining Wudfiie’s hand — ‘ five hmultiad pooads tat to 
save my life.’ 

The otow aeswffled in toe same nnde^ne, and tetonuBg 
his gnusfi 'with (me equally oonvnlsiTe, ‘Five hundredweight (» 
coined gold should not save you. Beinember Wilson 1 ’ 

A deep pause of a minute ensued, when Wildfire added, in a 
more o(»aposed tone, ‘ Make your peace with HeaTen. Where 
is tlm (dergyman } ’ 

Butler, who, in great terror and anxiety, had been detained 
within a few yards of the tolbooth door, to wait toe event of 
toe search after Porteous, was now brought forward and com- 
manded to walk by toe prisoner’s side, and to pr^are him for 
immediate death. His answer was a supplioatacm that the 
rioters would consider what they di(L ‘ You are neitoer judges 
nor jury,’ said he. ’ You cannot have, by the laws of God or 
man, power to tthe sway toe life of a human creature,^ however 
deserving he may be of deato. If it is murder even in a kw- 
fhl magistrate to execute an offender otoerwise toan in toe 
place, tune, and manner which toe judges’ stotence prescribes, 
what must it be in you, who have no wansmt for interference 
but your own wills 1 In toe name of Him who is all merer, 
show mercy to this unhappy man, and do not dip your hanw 
in his blood,, nor rush into toe very crime which you are desir- 
ous of avmiguig I ’ 

‘ Cut your sermon short, yon are not in your pulpit^’ «i- 
swered one of the rioters. 

‘ If we hear more of your ckvers,’ said anotoer, ‘we are like 
to hang you up beside him.’ 

‘ Pe^ I huto 1 ’ said Wildfire. ‘ Do toe good man no harm ; 
he discharges his conseimice, and I like him toe better.’ 

He then addressed Butler. ‘Now, sir, we Imve patiently 
heard you, and we just wish you to understand, in the wa^ of 
answei; that you may as well argue to toe ashler-work and mm 
stanchels of the tolbooth as think to ohaege our purposa 
Blood must have Idood We have sworn to e^ other tlm 
deepest oaths ever were pled^^ed, that Porteous sbaB hie toe 
death he -deserves so richly ; therefore, s^e^ no mere to os, 
kit ^epam hha fordeatoas well as the bnefitess of his ohaa|^ 
will peonit.’ 
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1:1^ lukd asl^ned 1 k» wdSutaMite BortMiM to f^ «» hu 
r^t^ynx and slippen, as be had thrown off liseesfeitiyi Asss 
in ovdw to fe ei l itate bis attesofted esei^ 1 ^ the ofabasMgiri In 
this faib he was now aMKintM <» ^ htods e(F two of ifti* 
liote^olasped so as to Ibm trhat is oallei in Sbeb^ 

land ‘Ihe K^’s Guidon.’ Butler was tiaoed el^ 
and repeatedly urged to p«fenn a duty always tire most pajiiM 
which ean he imposed on a alergyman deserving of the namsi 
and now tmidmed move so ^ peculiar and horrid ouoaia* 
stances of the crinunal’s case. Pocteous at first utteced some 
snppUcatums for mercy, but when he found that there was no 
dm^ that these would be attended to. Us military educatioi^ 
and the natural staibbornneBS of his diq^KMdtion, oombiaed to 
8app4vt his spirits. 

^Aro you prepared for this dreadfiil endt’ said Butler, in a 
foltarmg ▼(»e& ‘ 0 turn to Him in whose eyes rime and s^ace 
have no existence^ and to whom a fow minutm are as a li&tome, 
and a liforime as a minute.’ 

‘ I bdisTO I know what you would say,’ answered Porteous, 
suHmdy. ’ I was bred a soldier ; if they will murder me with- 
out thne, let my sins as well as my blood lie at their door.’ 

‘Who was it,’ said the stem Toice of Wildfire, ‘that smd to 
WihKm at this very i^t, whmi he could not pray, owing to 
the galling agony of nis fetters, that his pauffl would Boon 
be ovmrt I say to you, take your own tale home; and 
if you cannot profit by the good man’s lessons, Uame mrt 
tiiem that are srill more meroifal to yon than you were to 
others.’ 

The procession now moved fcnrward with a dow and deter- 
minM pace. It was enlightmed by many Uazing links and 
torches ; for the actors of this woric were so for fixma affecting 
any seoi^ on the occasion that thw seemed even to oen^ 
cheervaricm. Their piinci^ leaders kept dose to the perstm 
of the Tffisonm, whose pallid yet stubborn foatures weee semi 
distincuy by the toroh-hght. as Us person was nuscd isomsiAee* 
ably above the concourse which thronged around him. Those 
who hove swmnis, mudkets, and battle-axes mardhed en each 
as if fisming a remlav guard to the proosmion.^ The 
windows, as they went iuong, were filled with the inhabitaseti^ 
vdmse slnmbero aad been brdmn by this nnuseal diafcndMiDoe. 
Some of ^e spectators muttered accents of en c o n r affl meBt; 
he# m graeanf they were so much a^paBed h^ a He 
atm^ and audadou^ that they hxhed oh vnth j|| 
Toavn— # 
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stadfied jMtoiushmeiit No ooe cdfegrad, Igr ael or word, llie 
iidimted intemipticm. 

l^e rioters, cm thdr pert, ooi^aed to act mtili rite same 
air of deiibeiate oonfidenoe and secorit^ kad marked all 
their prooeedings. Whmt the object of ritrirresenrinentdrcmped 
one m bis slippers, they stopp^ soi^ht for it, and repla^ 
it UTOn his foot with ^reat dmibetaricm.^ As they descended 
the Bow towards the ratal spot where they designed to com- 
plete thrir pnrpo^ it was sn^ested that there should be a 

r kq)t in readiness. For this purpose the booth of a man 
dealt in cordage was forced open, a ooU of rope fit for 
their purpose was selected to serve as a halter, and the dealer 
next morning found that a guinea had been left on his counter in 
exchange ; so anxious were the pei^trators of this daring action 
to show that they meditated not me slightest inong or infrac- 
tion of law, excepting so fiur as Porteous was himseli concerned. 

Leading, or carrying along with then^ in this determined 
and regular manner, the object of their vengeance, they at 
length reached the place of common execution, the scene of 
Ms crime, and destined spot of his sufferings. Several of the 
rioters (if they should not rather be describe as conspirators) 
^deayoured to remove the stone which filled up the socket 
in wMch the end of the frital tree was sunk when it was erected 
for its &tal purpose ; others sought for the means of construct- 
ing a temporary gibbet, the ple^ in wMch the gallows itself 
was deposited being rqiorted too secure to be forced, without 
much loss of time. 

Butler endeavoured to avail himself of the delay afforded 
by these circumstances to turn the people firom their desperate 
design. ' For Ood’s sake,' he exclaimed, ‘ remember it u the 
image of jrqnr Creator wMch yon are about to deface in the 
pms(m of mis unfortunate man I Wretched as he is, and wicked 
as he may be, he has a share in evei^ promise of Soripti:^ wad 
you cannot destroy him in impenitence without bfott^ his 
name from the Book of Lifo. Do not destroy soul and body ; 
give time for pr^)atation.’ 

‘What time Iim they,’ returned a stem voice, ‘whom he 
murdered on this very spotl The laws both of Cm and iw*n 
call for Ms death.’ 


‘ But what^ my fiiends,’ insisted ^tler, with a generous 
' nil UtUe inetdcnt, duuracterlst^ of tiM cstrome coaiposiiie -of mis ex- 
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duaMgaid to Us own what Itatb iMastitBited |«« his 

jud^l’ 

' Te are not bis jad|^' relied the same penoa ; ^ 

been alreadv jnd^ aad ooadenmed hy lawM aatbmiy. ^ We 
are those whom Heaven, and our rigbtMns anger, baw eiined 
np to execute judgment, when a corrupt govranment would 
bare protected a murderer.’ 

‘I mn none,’ said the unfortunate Porteous;^ 'that whkh 
you charge upon me fell out in self-defence, in the lawfbl 
exercise of my duty.’ 

‘Away with him — away inth him!’ was the mneral cry. 

‘ Why do you^ trifle away time in making a eadlows t t^t 
dyester’s pole is good enough for the homicida’ 

Ihe unhappy man was forced to his fete with remorseless 
rapidity. Butler, separated from him by the press, escaped 
the last horrors of his struggles. Unnoticed W those who 
had hitherto detained him as a prisoner, he fled £rom the 
fetal e^t, without much caring in what direction his course 
lay. A loud shout proclaimed the stem deUght with whidh 
the agents of this deed r^arded its completion. Butlm: then, 
at the opening into the Tow sixeet called the Gowmte, cast 
back a terriflea glimce, and by the red and dusky li^t of ^ 
torches he could discern a firare wavering and^ slnmggUng as it 
hung suspended above the heads of the multitude, and could 
even observe men striking at it with their Loohaltor axes and 
partizans. The sight was of a nature to double his horror and 
to add wings to his flight 

The street down which the fugitive ran opens to one of the 
eastern ports or gates of the city. Butler did not stop till he 
reached it but found it still shut He waited nearly an hour, 
walking up and down in inexpressible perturbation of mind. 
At Imigtii he ventured to call out and rouse the attention of 
the terrified keepers of the gate,^ who now feund themselves 
at liberty to resume their office without interruption. Butler 
requested them to open the gata They hesitated. He toM 
them his name and occupation. 

‘ He is a preacher,’ said one : *I have heard him preadi m 
Haddo’s Hok’ 

‘ A feie preaching has he bemi at the night,’ said anothw > 
'but maybe least said is sunest mended.’ 

Opening then the wicket of the main gpte, the keeport 
sufficed Butlmr to depart, who hastened to casry 'his 
and W beyond the waUs of Edinbui^ His first popose 
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vna instaa% to talc» ^ toad tiomenauRt: Init c^ka ftan 
and cares, ocmneoted mth tlie news he had learned m that 
msoarkalde day, indooed him to lio^ i& the am^iboiidbood 
of Edinbiugh until daybreak. More uian one gioi^ of petaoBs 
passed him as he was whiliim away the hoars of datim^ that 
yet remained, tdunn, from the stifled tones oi tiidr disoonise, 
the nnwcmted hoar vhmi they traveled, and tiie hasty paoe 
at which they walked; he coqjeetnxed to have been engaged in 
the late &tal transaction. ^ 

Certain it wa^ that the sadden and total dispersion o£ the 
rioters, when their vindietiTe purpose was accomplished, aeemed 
not the least remarkable feature of this singular afiair. In 
general, whaterer may be the impelline motive by which a 
mob is at first raised, ^ attaiiunent of their ohjeot has usually 
bemi only found to lead the way to frurther excesses. But ^t 
BO in the present case. They seemed oom^eWy satiated with 
the vengeance they had prosecuted with such stanch a^ 
sagacious activity. When they were frilly satisfied ^t life 
had abandoned their victim, they dumersea in every direction, 
throwing down the weapons which they had only assumed to 
enable them to cany through their purpose. At daybreak 
tiiere remained not the least token of the eymits of the ni^hti 
excroting the corpse of Porteous, which still hung suspended 
in the place where he had suffered, and the arms of various 
Muds whkh the rioters had taken firom the city guard-hou8& 
which were feund scattered about the streets as th^ 1^ 
thrown them firom their hands, when the purpose £» which 
tb^ had seised them was aoocnnplished.^ 

The ordinary magisti»tes of the city resumed their j^wer, 
not without trmbliug at the late experience of the fragility of 
its tenure. To maiw troops into me ci^, and commence a 
severe inquiry into the transactions of the preoedii^ night, 
were the first marks <d retoming energy which they displayed. 
Bat these evmts had been oonduoted cm so secure and well- 
caloulated a plan of safety and secrecy, tiiat thme was little or 
nothing learned to throw light tqmn the anthors cm princa^ 
actors m a scheme so midaeious. An ea^mess was dee^tehed 
to London with the tidings, where they excited great indicBa- 
tion and snmrise in the oonnch of tegmuy, and particular in 
the bosom of Qneen Oarchneb who oonsiderM her ownanthmity 
as exposed to contempt ly the success of this angular emi- 
f^xacy. Nchlung was q?cdm<dfer some tone save tMiwamm 
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of vvi^oaiioe niiidi shoiild be takea, not onljr <m l3ie utm 
Ibis tn^y, bo sooa as they Bhonld be disoOTored, bat upon 
ma^pstrates oho had soffeied it to take pla<^ and npra tin 
city which had been tiM scene whete it was exhibited. On '^£1 
oocMon, it is stiU recoided in TOpnlar tiadildon lliat her 
Majesty, in the height of her displeasure, told the cdebrated 
Jo^ Bnke of Aigyle, tibat, sooner than submit to snch an 
inanity she would make Scotland a himting-field. ‘In tiist 
case, Madam,’ answered lhat high-spirited nobleman, witii a 
profound bow, ‘ I will take leave of vour Majesty, and go down' 
to my own country to get my hounos ready.’ 

The imTOrt of the rep^ Iim more than met the ear ; and as 
most of the Scottish nobility and g^tiy seemed actuated by 
the same national spirit, the ro^ displeasure was necessarily 
checked in mid-volley, and milder courses were recommended 
and adopted, to_8ome of which we may hereafter have occasion 
to advert 



CHAPTER VIII 

Artliur’s Seat shall be mv bed. 

The sheets shall ne’er be prm’d by me ; 

St, Aston’s well shall be my drink, 

Sin’ my tme-love ’s forsaken me. 

Old Song. 

I F I were to choose a spot from which the rising or setting 
sun could be s^n to the greatest possible advantage, it 
would be that wild mth winding around the foot of the nigh 
belt of semicircular roc^ called Salisbury Crags, and marking 
the verge of the steep descent which sloms down into the glen 
on the soutii-eastem side of the city of ^inburgh. The pros- 
pect, in its general outline, commands a close-built^ high-piled 
city, stretchi^ itself out beneath in a form which, to a romantic 
imagination, may be supposed to represent that of a dragon ; 
now a noble arm of the s^ with its rocks, isles, distant shores, 
and boundary of mountains ; and now a fair and fertile cham- 
paign countiy, varied with hill, dale, and rock, and skirted by 
the picturesque ri^e of the Pentland Mountains. But as 
the path gently circles around the base of the cliffs, the 
prospect, composed as it is of these enchanting and sublime 
obje^ chaimes at every step, and presents them blended 
with, or divided from, each ol^er in every possible variety 
which can gratify the eye and the ima^nation. ^en a 
piece of scenery so beautiful, yet so varied, so exciting by 
its intricacy, and yet so sublime, is lighted up by the tints 
of momix^ or of evening, and displays all mat variety of 
shadowy c^th, exchanged with partial brilliancy, which gives 
characti^ even to the tamest of landscapes, me effect ap- 

E roaohj^ near^ to enchantment This path used to be my 
ivourite ev^iing and morning resort^ when eng^ed with a 
fevourite author or new subject of study. It is, I am in- 
formed, now becmne totally impassable^ a circumstance whidb. 
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if trae, rafieofes Utile credit on the teste of 0ood^Tcnm 
its leemrs.^ ’ ■ 

It ms from tiiis & 8 omstaii 2 jpaili — tiie scene to >Bie ol so 
mndi deUcioQS mnsiiiff, Ti^en nie ms yoo^ and preineMd to 
be bawy, that I bave Deen onable to pass it ovw iiiyloat ea 
episooiou desoription — it was, I say, from this lomautio path 
that Batler saw the moming arise the day after the mnrdev 
POTteous. It was poariUe for him with ease to have fonnd a 
madi shorter road to the house to which he was direotiiighii 
course, and, in foot, that which he chose was extremely dr^ 
cuitoua But to compose his own spirit^ as well as to while 
away the rime, unril a proper hour fra visiting the frunily with- 
out surprise or disturbance, he was induced to extend his cir- 
cuit by the foot of the roc^ and to Unger upon his way un^ 
the rnomii^ should be considerably idvanced. While, now 
standing with his arms across and wuring the slow progress 
of the sun above the horizon, now sitting upon one of toe 
numerous fragments which {^rms had detached from the 
rocks above hun, he is meditoring alternately upcm the horrible 
catastrophe which he had witneraed, and upon the mdantooly, 
and to him most interesring, news which he had learned at 
Saddletree’s, we wiU give the reader to understand who Butler 
was, and how his fote was connected with that of Effie Beans, 
toe unfortunate handmaiden of the careful Mrs. Saddletree. 

Reuben Burier was of EngUsh extraction, though bom in 
Seoriand. His gremd&toer was a trooper in Monk’s army, and 
one of toe party of dismounted dragoons which formed the for- 
lorn hope at toe storming of Bundee in 1651. Stepb«n Batler 
(oaUed, from his talents in reading and expounding, Scripture 
St^faen and Bible Buriar) was a stanch Ind^ndent, and re- 
ceived in its fullest oomprtoension toe promise that toe aunts 
tooukl inhmit toe earto. As hard Imo^ were what 
toi^y follen to his shue hitoerto in toe division of this omnoMm 
propc^, he lost not the opportunity, which toe sriwm and 
plu^r of a commercial plara afforded 1^ to appnpiate 
huge a shure of the bettm things of this world as be ooi^ 
p^ifoly compass. It would seem that he had succeeded in- 
diffuently weU, for his exterior citeumstanoes appeuec^ hi 
ocmsequenoe of this event, to have been much memuoL 

troop to wfaidi he belonged was quartered at the viU^ 


> A bwntHal and MUd naihway haa, wtbilB a fa» yaan, Mae lart sa d ' 
anmad tbese romantte rocks ; and tha Anthor has tte niaaaara to tblM 
that the paasace in tba tact gava rise to tha nndartalaag^ 
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•f IMQoeii^ m fimiaw the hodj-gowd Monl^ «bo^ m IliB 
ei^adtijr of genenl for the Gommonweahh, resided in the iRd^* 
betainff oaroe. When, <«i the ere of the Bestaratioa, the 

It n m • 


sent with sooh important ocoaequenoes, he new-m 
troops and move eapedalljr those immediatrij abont his per- 
son, in order that wot mi^ht consist entirely individaals 
devoted to hinmdi On this oooasiini Soriptnie Steidm vas 
WMflhBd in the balanoeiaDd found wantiOT. It was sapposed he 
fidt no mdl to any ea^edition whi<h mi^t oidanger we le^ 
of the military sain&ood, and that he d«l not omuader him- 
sdf as free in oonsoienoe to join with any parly which might 
be likdy nltimately to acknowledge the intmest of Cha^ 
Stewi^ the son of ‘the last man,’ w Ghiffles 1. was &miliarly 
and ineTerently termed bv them in their oommcm disoonrse, 
as well OT in their more emborato predioatiow «md haiangnes. 
As the time did not admit of cashiering sadi (hssidents, Stephm 
Sutler was mily advised in a friendly way to give up his horse 
and aoooatxements to one of Middleton’s old troopers, who pos- 
sessed an accommodating oonsoienoe of a milita^ stamp, and 
which squared itself chiefly upon those of the colonel and pay- 
master. As this hint ctune recommended by a certain sum cf 
arrears presently payable, St^hen had car^ wisdcsn amugh 
to embi^ the prc^osal, and with grwt indiffermioe saw & 
old corns depart for Coldstream, on th^ route for the south, to 
establiw the tottering government of ^i^^d cm a new bams. 

The ‘sone’ of the ez-ta»oper, to nse Horace’s phrase^ was 
weichty enough to purchase a cottage and two or three fields 
(stiU known ly the name of Beecsheba), within shout a Soc^huh 
mile Dalkeith ; and there did Stqihw estahlih hims^ with 
a yoothfol help-mate, chosen out of the said village, whose dis- 
position to a oomfintable settlement on this side c^ the grave 
leooncnied her to the srnff manners, serious temjM, and weather- 
beaten feataiee c^ ^ martial mitbusiast ot^hmi did not 
long survive the fitUing on ‘evildays and evil tongues,’ c^iriiieh 
MiHon, in the same predicament eo mournfully oomxdBtns. At 
bis death his ocmscwt vemaiaed an eariy wicW, with a asala 
oluld ci three ysMs cdd, whidi, in the solniety wherewith it 
demeuied its^ in the md-fiuhicmed and even grim east ef its 
foatnros, and in its sententioiiB mode of ecmtessing itsch^ would 
suffioioitly have vindieated the honour of the widow, of Bew- 
ahSia, had any one prc^ to ehaUeoge the hihe’e 

deeoent from mble Butler. 
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Ki^or's priadplM bad not deaoended to Ids or «•« 

toodod ibemsd'voB amoag bis n^bbours. Ibe air of SotHlaBd 
was a^ to toe growth of Indepeadeney, bowwrw&weaiable to 
fiuuttioisiii under other colours. But^ neTertosleaa^ toegr were 
n^ forpotton: and a certain ne^bourii^ lairdi ^too i^oed 
himeelfapon toe loyalto of his principles ‘ in the worst of titoes.' 
(toouj^ 1 never heard toey exposed him to more p^ toast 
that of a hrol^ headj (» a night’s lodging in the main gaaidt 
when wine and Gavalierism predominated in his npper stoiyX 
had found it a oonvenimit toing to rake up all matter of so- 
option against the deceased St^hen. In this pumetation 
his religious principles made no small figure, as, indeed, toey 
must Imve seemed of the most exaggerated miormity to one 
whose own were so small and so fidnuy traced as to be well- 
nigh imperceptible. In these circumstances, poor widow Butlmr 
was supplied with her full proportion of fines for nonconformity, 
and all the other oppressions of the tone, until Beertoeba was 
fiurly wrenched out of her hands, and became the pr(q)erty <d 
the laird who had so wantonly, ae it had hitherto appew^ 

S ecuted this poor forlorn woman. When his pnrptm was 
y achieved, he showed some remorse or moderation, (w 
whatever the r^er may please to term it, in permitting hw to 
occupy her hnsbend’s cott^e, and cultivate^ on to very heavy 
terms, a croft of land adjacent. Her son, Bemamin, in m 
meanwhile, grew up to man’s esta^ and, moved b^jr toat bn- 
pulse whim makes men seto maniajge even when its mtd can 
only be toe perpetuaticm of misery, he wedded and brought a 
wif^ and eventually a son, Beuben, to share the poverty ei 
Beertoeba. 

Ihe Laird of Dumbiedikes * Imd hitherto been moderate in 
his exactions, petoaps because he was ashamed to tax too h^^y 
toe miserable means of support whito renuditod to toe widow 
Butler. But when a stout active young fellow aj^eued as ^ 
labourer of toe en^ in question, Duinbietolms heipu to toiah 
so broad a pear of tooulom might hear an additiotml bud^ 
Bfe regulated, mdeed, his mamigemaat of his dqmndeuts {itoi 
fertunatdy were but few in number) much upon the 
of the carters whom he observed loading toeir carts et> 
neighbouring eoal-hill, and w1k> never feim to elt^ «a adds- 
tkmal Inaoe of hnndiedwmghts on their burden, so seen 91 
by any means they had oompassed a new horse ^ aeuMwlaii 
Bupemr strength to toait wmto' hsd brohen torww toe di^ 
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befora. Hcnrever leacKmable ihis vaei&od tipfeasoi to tiie 
Tjmt A of Bumbiedikes, he ooght to &&▼» ofaeerrM that it may 
be oTodone, and that it inii^ as a matter of coarse, the de* 
s^otion and loss of both horse, oa^ and loading. Even so it 
b^Jl ehen the additional ‘ prestations ’ omne to be demwded 
of Beigamin Bnttor. A man of few words and few ideas, 
bat attached to Beersheba with a feeling 1^ that whidli a 
vegetehle entratains to the spot in whiw it chances to be 
planted, he neither remonstxatw with the Laird nor endeaT- 
oared to escape from bjtn, bat^ toiling ni^ht and day to ac- 
complish ^e terms of his taskmaster, fell into a bumn^^ fever 
uid died. His wife did not long survive him ; and, as if it had 
been the fete of this femily to be left oipluins, our Reuben 
Butler was, about the year 1704-5, left in the same oiroum- 
stanoes in which his fether had bmn placed, and under the 
some guardianship, being that of his grandmother, the widow 
of Monk’s old trMper. 

The same prospect of misery hung over the head of another 
tenant of this hara-heorted lord of me soil This was a tough 
true-blue Presb^rian, called Beans, who, though most <fe- 
nozions to the Laird on account of principles in church and 
state, contrived to maintain his ^und upon the estate by 
regular payment of mail-duties, mii^ amage, carriage, dry 
muture^ look, gowpen, and knavesbip, and all the vmous 
exactions now commute for money, and summed up in the 
emphatic word BEirr. But tiie years 1700 imd^ 1701, long re- 
membered in Scotiond for deartir and gwieral distr^ subdued 
the stout heart of the amcultural Whig. Citations by the 
ground-officer, decreets of the Baron Court, sequestrations, 
poindings of outtide and inside plenishing, flew about his ears 
as fest as tiie Tory ballets vdustied around those of the Cov- 
enaateiB at Pentiand, Bothwell Brig, or Arid’s Moss. Stiruggle 
as he might, and he stimj^led gallantly, ' Bouoe Bavid Beims ’ 
was roatM horse and feo^ and lay at the metey of his grasp- 
ing landlovd just at the time that Beigainin Bu^ died. The 
feto of eadi mmily was anticipated ; but th^ vdto prophesied 
thmr eopulffltm to beggary and ruin were duiappomtod by an 
aotidentid mrcmmstanoe. 

On the very term-(fey when timir ejection should have talcen 
place, when all their Bm|hh<x>ra prepared to pity and not 
one to assist them, the ministar of the parish, as well as a 
doctor femn Edin^x|^ teotived a hai^ summona to attmid 
the Jiaird of Bumbiedikes, Both were sutptieed, fer his con- 
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tempt for both fooulties had bemi pretigr ompspojly 14» themii 
over an extra bottle, that is to say, at least ixam eyetr 
The leech for the seal and he for the body a^ld^ted itt tnfr; 
court of the little old manor-house at ahnor^ the aame timej 
and when they had £^ued a moment at eadb ot^ 

Buiprise, they in the same breath expressed their omvwtioA 
that Dumbi^kes must needs be very ill indeeA sinoe he sam-^ 
moned them both to ^ presmioe at once. smrvutt 

could usher them to ^ apartment tbe^ party was augmmited. 
by a num of law, Niohil Novit, writing himseu proraiator befoi^ 
the sheriff court, for in those days there were no solicitors. This 
latter personage was first summoned to the apartment of the 
Laird, where, after some short space, the som-curer and the 
body-outer ware invited to join him. 

Dumbiedikes had been by this time transported into the best 
bedroom, used only upon occasions of death and marriage and 
called, from the former of these oocupationi^ the Dead JELoom. 
There were in this apartment, besides the sich person himself 
and Mr. Novit, the son and heir of the patient, a tall gawky 
silly-looking boy of fourteen or fifteen, and a housekeeper, a 
good buxom fi^re of a woman, betwixt forty and fifty, who 
had kept the keys and managed matters at Dumbiedikes since 
the lady’s deatL It was to toese attoadants that Dumbiedikes 
address^ himself pretty nearly in the following words ; tcm« 
noral and spiritual mattery the care of his health and his af&its, 
being strangely jumbled in a head which was never one of the 
clearest : — . 

‘ These are sair times wi’ me, gentlemen and ne^hbouxs i 
amaist as ill as at the aughty-nine, when I was rabUm by ^ 
ooUegeaners.^ They mistook me mnckle: theyca’dme aPwistk 
but there was never a Papist bit about me, minister. .Joch, 




Niohil Novit that will tell ye 1 was never gnde at pa3ring debte 
in my lif& Mr. Novit^ ye ^11 no fo^t to draw the aiuapm 
that’s due on the yerl’s band; if 1 pay debt to other folk, jt 
think they sold pay it to me — that equals aqmJs. Joek, whip 
ye hae naethii^ elifo to do, ye may be aye sticking in « tosej 
it will be growing, Jock, when ye’re sl^ping.*^ My&thwtaa^ 
me sae forty years rin’, but I ne’er &na fame to nand,hhll|^ 
ne’er dnnk brandy in the mmming, it foes tlm stsini^ 
sair ; gin ye take a morning’s draught, let it be aqua 
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J«iiny iine ioudBea it iweL Beotor, ay bina^ is _ 
soaotasaliialett-imuied piper’s, irbett oe has |4syadlbr 
and tw«a):ty boors at » panoy-veddiiii^ Jetmy, pit the ood 
amatib mj head ; but ft o a’ neetfiessl Mass J<no, ooold ye 
<hinlr o’ rattiing over some lot short prayer ; ft oraddo toe gode 
maybe, and keep some qoeer thoughts out o’ my head. Say 
semi^hiiig, man? 

*1 eannot use a prayer like a ratt-riiyme,’ answered the honest 
elmgyman ; ’and if you would have your soul redeemed like a 
preymm we ibwler, Laird, yon must needs show me your state 
of mind.' 

’ And afaonldna ye ken that without my telling you 1 ’ answered 
the patient. * What have I beem paying stipeid and teind, par- 
sonage and vicarage for, ever sin’^the aughty-nine, an I oanna 
j^t a spell of a prayer for ’t, the only time I ever asked for ane 
m my life % Gang awa’ wi’ your Whiggety, if that 's a’ ye can do ; 
auld Curate Eiltstoup wad hae read mdf the Pmyer nook to me 
W Ihft time. Awa’ wi’ ye ! Doctor, let 's see if ye can do ony 
tn^ better for m&* 

The Doctor, who had obtained some information in the mean- 
idiile fixun the housekeepmr on the state of his complaints, assured 
him the medical art could not prolong his life many hours. 

‘ Iben damn Mam John and you baith 1 ’ cried the furious 
and intractable patient. ‘Did ye come here for naething but 
to me that ye canna help me at the pindi f Out wi’ thmn, 
Jenny — out o* the house I and, Jock, my curse, and the curse 
ci Cromwell, go wi’ ye, if ye gie them either fee or bountith, <x 
sae muckie as a black pair o’ oheverons ! 

The (dergyman and doctor made a speedy retreat out of the 
apa^ent, while Dumbiedikes fell into one of those tran^rts 
mvident and pro&nelangui^ which had procured him the sur- 
name of Damn-me-dikes. ‘ Bring me the brandy bottle, Jenny, 
ye b " he cried, with a voice in which passion oontendM 
with pmn. * I can die as I have liv^ without feshing <my o’ 
them. Bat thffle ’sae thing,’ he said, sinking his voice — 'tfaim’s 
ae feaifol thing kings about n^ hemt, and an ankmr ot Inaady 
winna wash it away. Ihe Deanses at Woodmid! I seques- 
tnfted them m the aau ypaxB, and now they are to ffit, tl^ H 
starve ; and tiiat Beerdteba, and tiiat aula trooper’s wife and 
fam oe, they ’ll starve — they ’ll starve ! Lookout, Jock: s^t 
kjndo’n^ntis’tt' 

‘ On-db^ o’ maw, &thm,’ answered Jock, aftmr having opmed 
the window and lodted mit with ^preat oan^osara. 


» €fhweron§ — gloyet. 
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pa&ik easld! bttk be Iwfe tite 

be tea&’ 

Tbis last obBarTatio& was made eadm braaitb, aad itt a tme 
niiikdi made the rtxf attemeT dmdder. He tried bos baad aflb 


ghostly advice, pr^Uv for the first tisie in his life^ and leeiM- 
mmided, as an (^iate for the agcnoised oonsoienoe ca the Lai^ 
reparatum of tim unnries he Imd done fo Aese distressed foa^iej^ 
midi, he observed by the way, the myil law celled rastdatse aa 
•nte^wtwN. Bat Mammon was strumHiig with Eemotse for r»- 
taimng hk place in a boscmi he hadro long possessed ; and he 
p^y succeed, as an old tyrant proves often too strong finr 
nis insurgent rebels. 

*1 canna do’t,’ he answered, with a voice of despair. ^ ‘It 
would kill me to do’t; how can ye bid me my back oiler, 
vdien ye ken how I want it t or dis^ne Beersheba, when it lies 
sae weel into my ain plaid-nuik t Nature made Bambie^m 

and Beersheba to be ae man’s land. She did, 1^ Niohil, 

it wad kill me to mrt them.’ 

‘But ye maun cue whethw or no, Lain^’ said Mr. Novit; 
‘and maybe ye wad die easier, it’s but trying. 1 ’ll scroll the 
dis^ition in nae time.’ 

‘Binna speak o’t, sir,’ replied Dumbiedikes, ‘or I ’U fling the 
stoup at your head. But, Jock, hu^ ye see how tiie waild 
warstles wi’ me on my death-bed ; be kmd to the pair areatares^ 
the Deanses and the Butlers — be kind to them, Jodc. Binna 
let the warld get a mp o’ ye, Jock ; but ke^ the gear th^thn I 
and whate’er ye do, dispone Beersheba at no^ rate. Let tlm 
mnatures stay at a moderate mailing, and hae bite and soup ; it 
win maybe be the better wi’ your fother wbare he ’s saui^ laa.’ 

Aitw these contradictory instructions, the Lurd fmt his mind 
so mnoh at ease that he drank three bumpers of Inmdy oonttnu- 
ous^, and ‘ soughed awa’,’ as Jenny expressed it, in an attempt 
to sing ‘Beil stick the minister.’ 

ffis death made a revolution in fovour the dkt tees e d 


fomilies. John Bumine, now of Dumbiedikes, in his own rigM^ 
seined to be dose and selfish enough ; but wanted the gn^ 
ing spirit and active mind of his i|^mer; and his gUM^^ 
ha]^aned to agree with him in opinion that his fother^ 
leeommmidation should be attended to. The tenants, theeipl^ 
wme not aotnaUy tamed out of doore among the snow wndii||| 
and were allowed whoewith fo procuie batfeer-mflk essl pMMi 
bePDochs, wUdi ^y ate uuiar &e fivte of 
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malecUeAba. 1!3» cottage of Deans, called WoodeDd, nas not 
yery distant frtnn that at Beersheba. Fmmeriy there had been 
but little intercourse between the &milies. Deems was a sturdy 
Scotiduium, with all sort of prqndioes against tiie Sonthem, 
and the spawn of the Sonth^n. Moreover, Deans was, as we 
have said, a stanch Presbyterian, ^ the most rigid and nnbend- 
ing adherence to what he conceived to be the only possible 
stnwht line, as he was wont to express himseli^ between right- 
hand heats and extxraues and left-hand defections ; and, there- 
fore, he held in high dread and horror all Independents, and 
whomsoever he supposed allied to them. 

But^ notwithstanding these national prejudices and religious 
professions, Deans and the widow Butler were placed in such 
a situation as natura% and at length created some intimacy 
beween the &milies. Thev had shmed a common danger and 
a mutual deliverance. They needed each other’s assistance, 
like a company who, crossing a mountain stream, are compelled 
to dmg close together, lest the current should be too powerful 
for any who are not thus supported. 

On nearer acquaintance, too. Deans abated some of his 
{Hejudioes. He mund old Mrs. Butler, though not thoroughly 
grounded in the extent and bearing of the real testimony against 
we defections of the times, had no opinions in &vour of the 
Independent party ; neither was she an Englishwoman. There- 
fore, it was to be hoped that, though she was the widow of 
an enthusiastic corporal of GromwelTs dragoons, her grandson 
might be neither sohismatio nor anti-national, two qualities 
concerning which Goodman Deane had as wholesome a terror 
as against Papists and Malignants. Above all, for Douce Davie 
Deans had his weak side, he perceived that widow Butler 
looked up to him with reverence, listened to Ins advice, and 
compounded for an occasional fling at the doctrines of her de- 
ceasw huslrnd, to which, as we have seen, she was by no means 
wannly attached, in consideration of the vcduable oounsds 
which the Presbyteurian afforded her for the m a n agement of 
her little farm. Ihese usually concluded with, ‘iliOT may 
do otherwise in Englan^ neighbour Butler, for aught I ken’j 
or, ‘ it may be different in foreign parts ’ ; csr, ‘ they wha think 
differently on the great foundation of our covenanted refor- 
mal^m, overturning and misg^gling the government and dis- 
cipline of the kirk, and breaking down the carved work of out 
!h<m, might be for sawing the wi’ aits ; but I say pease 
peiaae.’ And as his advice was shrewd and sensible^ though ooit' 
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ontedly giveo, it iru reodved iritb garfsto^ «itd idloirail 
vith lespeob 

Hie interooaise iriiioih took place betwixt the fioi^ee «t 
Beendieba and Woodend beoame strict and intimalie, at a 
early period, betwixt Eenben Bntler, witii wh<»n tha reader is 
alroacfy in some deg^ acquainted, and Jeame Beans, the oi^ 
child of Douce Davie Det^ by his first wife, ‘that sinsolar 
Christian woman,’ as he was wont to express himseli^ ‘inmee 
name was savou^ to all that kn^ her for a desirable ptofeemr, 
Christian Menzies m Hodunagirdk.' The manner of whidi 
intimacy, and the oonsequenoes thereof we now proceed to 
relate. 



CHAPTER IX 


Benben aad Baehel, thougb u fond aa dona, 

Wen yet diaereet and cantiona in their Iona, 

Nor wohtd attend to Cnind's wild oommanda, 

Till cool reflection hade them join their hands. 

When both were poor, they thought it argued ill 
Of Imsty lore to make them poorer still. 

Cbabbb’8 PariA Begiiler. 

W HILE widow Butler and widower Deans struggled 
with poverty, and the hard and sterile soil of those 
‘parts and portions’ of the lands of Dumbiedikes 
which it was their lot to occupy, it became gradually apparrat 
that Deans was to gain the strife, and his ally in we conflict 
was to lose it. The former was a man, and not much past the 
prime of life ; Mrs. Butler a woman, and declined into the vale 
of years. T^, indeed, ought in time to ^ve been balanced 
by the circumstance that ^uben was growing up to assist his 
grandmother’s labours, and that Jeanie Deans, as a girl, could 
be only supposed to add to her Other’s burdens. But Douce 
Davie Deans imew better thin«, and so schooled and trained 
the young minion, as he called her, that from llie time she 
could w^ upwards, she was daily mployed in some task or 
other suitable to her age and capacity ; a circumstance whidi, 
added to her &ther’s daily instructions and lectures, tended to 
give her mind, even when a child, a grave, serious, firm, and 
reflecting cast. An uncommonly strong and hecdthy tempera- 
ment Am from all nervous affection and every other inegn- 
larity, which, attacking &e body in its more noble function^ 
so often influences the min^ tended greatly to establish this 
fortitude, simplioity, and decision of cnaracter. 

On the o^er ha^ Reuben yraa weak in oons(atnta(m, and, 
though not tanud in tmnper, mi^t be safely pnmouneed annona^ 
doubtful, and apprehensive. He partook ci ^ tonperametdi 
of his motl^, two had died of a consumption in early aga 
^ was a pale^ thin, foeMe^ tnddy boy, ara smnewhat la^ 
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£»» an aocMant in early vooth. Be traa, besMei^ Jhe e|ij||d ef 
a doting nandmotiMT, iraoee too sc^oltirae 
soon taugM him a sort of diffidmiee infaimeeli intii a:i£)l|KNKtion 
to oivenate his own importanoe, which is <me d ifOtd 

ocmsMuenoes ihat diilaren deduce finmi OTer-induk^noe.^ 

Still, however, the two children dung to each <^6r*e80<»ely, 
not more from habit than from taste. They heeded togetliK 
the handful of sheep, with the two or three cows, whidi their 
parents turned out rather to seek food than actually to frted 
upon the uninclc^d common of Bumbiedikes. It was t^» 
that the two urchins mght be seen seated beneath a blooming 
bush of whin, their littie faces lend close tewether under 
shadow of the same plaid drawn over both weir hea^ while 
the hmdscape around was embrowned by an overshaaowing 
dond, big with the shower whidi had dnven the children to 
shelter. On other occasions they went together to schMl, the 
boy receiving that encoun^ment and example from his com- 
panion, in crossing the little brooks which intersected their 
path, and encountering cattle, dogs, and other perils upon their 
journey, which the male sex in such cases usually oonsidw it 
as their prerogative to extend to the weaker. But when, seat^ 
on the benches of the school-house, they began to con thm 
lessons together, Beuben, who was as much superiw to Jeanie 
Beans in acuteness of intellect as inferior to her in firmness of 
omistitution, and in that insensibility to fetigue and dan^ 
which depends on the conformation of the nerv^ was able 
fully to requite the kindness and countenance with which, in 
other ciroiimstanoes, she used to regard him. He was deddemy 
tile best stmolar at tiie little parish school ; and so g^tie was 
his tempmr and disTOsition, that he was ratiier adnured than 
envied by ^e littie mob who occupied the noisy mandmL 
although he was the declared fevourite of the mastw. Sevenu 
drk, in particular (for in Scotland tiiey are taught with the 
boys), longed to be kind to and comfort the sickly lad, who 
was so much devermr than his companions. The (maiaotor d 
Beuben Butier was so calculated as to offer soc^ both fer thdr 
qrmpathy and their admiration, the feelii^ periuqis, through 
vdiiSi tiie female sex, the more deserting part d thm at 
is nu^e eatify attached. 

But Beuboi, natural^ resmved and distant, im^oved ncsie 
of these advantages ; and only beoune more attachMl to Jieaida 
Deans, as the enthumastio approbation <ff Ms mae^ aswlim 
^ fRoqteets in futiixe life, and awakened his amb ij waft. 
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lb msao&Be^ entj «dnmo6 diat Beaben Bade in kam- 
ing (and, ocnBlering hu <^{portaoitiea, di^ wero moonUBmily 
neat) Mudned him lesa ewaUe attending to the domeetio 
datiaa ot hia gteaniinodtera fiom. While atiufying the poiu 
atinorum in Saelid, he anffoed every ' caddie ’ upon ue oomnum 
to teeapaas anon a laige fidd ci pease hdon^png to the Laird, 
and nothing oat the active exertions c£ Jeanie Leans, idth her 
little dog Loatiefeot, oonld have saved great lorn and ocmse^aent 
panishmmit. SKmiln miscarriages marked his progress in hia 
dassioal studies. He read Yirgu’s Cteorgies till he did not know 
hear fiom harley ; and had new^ destroyed the oro^ of Beer- 
^eba while attempting to onltivate them according to tiie 
practice of Colmndla and Cato the Censor. 

These blnnders occasioned grief to his grand-dame, and dis- 
concerted the good opinion which her neighbour, Davie Deans, 
had tor some time entertained of Benhen.^ 

*I see nimthing ye can make of that silly callant, ndghbonr 
Batier,’ said he to the old lady, ‘onless ye tiain him to the 
wadi o’ the ministry. And ne’er was there mair need of poorto’ 
preadiers than e’en now in these oauld Gallio dam when men’s 
nearts are haidmied like the nether millstone, tiu they crane to 
regard none of tiiese tlungs. It’s evident tins pair callant of 
yonrs will never he able to do an useto’ day’s wark, rmless it Iw 
as an ambassador from onr Master ; and I will make it my bnsi- 
ness to mocrire a Uoense whm he is fit for the same, trusting 
he wffl be a sbidt (deanlv polidmd, and meet to be used in the 
body of the kirk, and that he shall not tom again, like the 
sow, to widlow in the mire of heretical extremes and ^^feotions, 
bat (toall have the wings of a dove, thooih he hath lain among 
thepots.’ 

The poOT widow gulped down the afirtait to her hnsband’s 
princiides mpUed in tins oantioa, and hastened to take Butler 
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mathenmtios and divinity, the only ^ysics and 
(haaeed to be in toshion at the time. 

Jeanie Deans was now econpeUed to -part firora the oomr 
panitm of her labwir, Im study, and her pastime^ and it was 
with momthuKhildm fading that both ohiklien regarded the 
separaticm. But th^ wme young, and lu^ was hig^ and 
tio^sepBated like those who bt^ to meet again at a nmre 
au^dous hotet 

while Eeuben Butte was acquiring at the UnivBady of St 
Andrews the knowledge neoees a i y tor a ctegyuiaD, apd meosp* 
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’ Ids bo<i^ in& griwtiwM lAkfc iw»noB0iiiMy Id wdc- 
iog lood fin: Kis nmL Ids fnoil-dsaaas beeaM leas ilis k» 
steog^e intii bar liras fiui^ fmd TSas si ]«DjK& old^^ to l&ow 
it ap to the nsw Laiid of D^lnsdScea. lint gi^ pMSodine 
ms no sbeolate Jew, and did not oheat her in maldaff lie 
faazgain moie tlwa was tcderaUe. He even i^ve bnr peenmMjte 
to tenant the hoase in whidi she had Hved with hw htudwo^ as 
long as it should be ‘tmantable*; <»d 7 Ira protested agput 
paying for a &rthing of lepiiis, any benerolenoe wfaiw hd 
posses^ being of the passiTe, but by no meaira of the aotiTe 
mood. 

In the meanwhile, from superior shrewdness, skill, and other 
ouonmstanoes, some of than purely aooidental, Davie Deans 

S lined a iboting in the world, the possession of some wealth, 
e reputation of more, and a growing (risposition to preserve 
and increase his store, for wMoh, when he thon^t anon it 
seriously, he was inolinM to blame himself From his knowl- 
edge in agriculture, as it was then {naotised, he became a sort 
of &vounte with the Lai^ who had no great pleasure either 
in active sports or in society, imd was wont to mid his daily 
saunter by calling at the coth^ of Woodend. | 

Being himself a man of slow ideas and ccmfused atteraiio& 
Dumbiedikes used to sit or stand for half an hour with an old 
laced hat of his father’s upon his head, and an empty tobaooO- 
pipe in his mouth, with his eyes following Jeanie Deana or ' riie 
lassie,’ as he called her, through the course of her daily domesrio 
labour ; while her fother, after exhausting the subject of bestial, 
of ploimb^ and of harrows, often took an opportunity of going 
frill-ssuf into controversial subjects, to which discussions t^ 
dignitary listoied with much seeming patienoe^ but without 
m^ng any reply, or, indeed as most people thought, without 
understancung a smgle word of what the orator was sayiog. 
Deans, indeed^ denied this stouriy, as an insult at once to ms 
own taloitB frsr expounding hidden truths, of whi<h he was a 
little vain, and to the Laird’s oapaoi^ of understanding them. 
He said, ^Dumlnedikes was nane or these flaehy goiues, vff 
laoe <m their skhts and swords at their tails, that wnra triithar 
fat riding on horseback to hell than gang^ barefooted'; to 
Heaven. He wasna like his fothw — nae ptofone conmi^- 
kespa, nae swearmr, nae drinl^, nae fieqiwntar <MP 
cx murio-house, or daaunng-house, nae Sahhstih-lilieeBmR^'r^ 
hi^OBer of aiths, or bonds, or demw of Hberty to ^ 

Ha ohm to the wudd, sad the waadd’s 
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bat l^ea time ym aom bteatioB^ of » gale ajKm his qiirii^’ 
eto. eto. AUtiuslmieBt Davie aaid and r '" " 

It is not to be saj^oeed that* a &tiier and a man of 
sense and obemati<m, the constant direction of theLaiid’s eyes 
towards Jeanie was altogetiier nnnotii^ 'Diis ciroomstanoe, 
however, made a mudi greater impresaion nron another mmnber 
of his &mily, a second helpmate, to wit, whom he had chosen 
to te^e to bis bosom ten years aftm we death of his first 
Some people were of opinion that Douce Davie had been rather 
surprised into this step, for in general he was no fnend to 
marriages or giving in marriage, and seemed rather to regard 
that state of sometv as a necessary evil — a thing lawful, and 
to be tolerated in the imperfect state of our nature, but which 
dipped tiie wings with which we ought to soar upwards, and 
tethered the soul to its mansion of day, and the creature- 
oomfisrts of wife and bairns. His own practice, however, had 
in this material point varied firom his prindples, since, as we 
have seen, he twice knitted fiir himsdf this dangerous and 
ensnaring entmiglement. 

Bicbec^ his spouse, had by no means the same horror of 
matrimony, and as she made marriages in imagination for ev^ 
neighlraur round, she fiiiled not to indicate a match betwixt 
Dumbiedikes and her stepdaughter Jeania The goodman 
used regularly to frown and pshaw whenever this topic was 
touched upon, but usually ended by ti&in^ his bonnet and 
wdking out of the house to conceal a certain gleam of satis- 
fisction which, at such a suggestion, invduntarily diffused itself 
over his austere features. 

The more youthful put of my readers may naturally adr 
whether Jeanie Deans was deserving of thm mute attention of 
the Laird of Dumbiedikes •, and the historian, with due regard 
to veracity, is compelled to answer that her personal attiactions 
were of no uncommon descri^ion. She was short, and rather 
too stoutly made for her size, nad grey eyes, hgbt-ooloured hair, 
a round good-humoured much tanned with the sun, wd 
her only peculiur charm was an w of inexpressible serenity, 
wfai(^ a good oonscimioe, kind feelings, cont^tod temper, and 
the reguhur discharge of all her duties, iroread ov^ her features. 
There was nothing, it may be suppoi^ very appalHng in tiie 
form or maoners of this rustic n^di^ j yet, v^^er finmi 
dieepish badifuhiess, or fi»m want of dedston and imporfeot 
k^wledge<ffhis own nm^rrn the subject, the Laird of Duntine- 
dfloBB, with his old laeed l»t and en^y tofaaooo-|nP<e^ came and 
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fl^ojred ^ beatific vimoat <3i Jeamter Berim ^ iHor ili^ji tN^ 
aft» week, year after yew, witiioat mapoi^ig to aoeaUq^ah 
any tite pnmhedes of the Bteposotow. 

This good JMy hegm to grow donUy impatient on fihn 
snUeot when, after having hem scnne veaia nmitied, lidn: Wir- 
aeli presented Bonoe Davie with another danghtor, wte> tnis 
named Enphemia, by oormption, Effie. It waa then that 
Bebeom began to tom impati^t with the slow pace at whkh 
tim Laird’s wooing proceeded, jnchcionsly arguing tiiat, as Ziady 
Bnmbiedikes womd have but little occasion mi tocher, the 
principal part of her rademan’s substance would naturally 
descend to the (hild by the second marriage. Other step* 
dames have tried lew laudable means for clearing the way to 
the succession of their own children ; but Bebeoca, to do her 
justice, only sought little Effie’s advantage through the pro- 
motion, or which must have generally been accounted suc^ of 
her elder sister. She therefore tried every female art within 
the compass of her simple skill to bring the Laird to a point .; 
but had the mortificaticm to perceive that her effort^ like 
those of an unskilftil angler, omy segued the trout she meant 
to catcL Upon one occasion, in particular, when she joked 
with the Lmrd on the propriety oi giving a mistress to the 
house of Bumbiedikes, he was so effectually startled that 
neither laced hat, tolMOOo-p^, nor the intelligent proprietor 
of these movables, visited Woodend for a fortnight. Bebeoca 
was therefore compelled to leave the Laird to proceed at his 
own snail’s pace, convinced by experience of the grave-digger’s 
aphorism, that your dull ass ^ not mend nis pace for 
bating. 

Beuben in the m^tirne pursued his studies at the uni- 
versito, supplying his wants by teaching the younger lads ^ 
knowkiidge ne himself acquired, and thus at once gahting 
the means of maintaining himself at the seat of learning and 
fixing in his mind the mements of what he had already ob- 
tun^ In this manner, as is usual among the pooror stu- 
dents of divinity at Scottitii universiti^ be contrived not only 
to maintain himself according to his simple want^ but even to 
send oontideiable assistance to his sole remaining paier^ » 
sacred duty of which the Scotch are seldom neghgent. WM 
progress in knowledge of a goieral kind, as wch as ib the 
studies propw to fam ptofestion, was v^ 0(»8iderabhi^ ' tot 
was little remaiked, owu^ to the retired modesto of 
position, which in no reis^ect quahfied him to set his 
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to tlw iMMt adTiatagab A;^ tibai, bod Ritlor bom o saan 
givan to make ocmi^iiiata. he had ma tale to tdL like othen, 
ofuiqastpro&teBoe8,faadindk,mdhaidiiaagei Ob them sab- 
jeots, ho^TW, he vas haHtoauy sUmt^ peraaps from mode^^, 
perhaps fixua a toaoh of msde* or peth^ fi<(m a o(«yaaotkm 
ofbolL 


He dMaiiied his lioeiiae as a praadier of the Qocpel, with 
some ocHsplimeata from the ^esbyteiy by whom it was be- 
stowed ; bat this did not lead to any pmermmt, and he found 
it necessary to malm the cottage at Beersheba bis reudenoe 
for some months, with no otiier income than was afforded by 
the pieooiioas occupation of teaching in one or other of the 
neimboui^ fiuuUies. After having greeted his aged gtwd- 
momer, his first visit was to Woodmd, where he was received 
by Jeanie wiib warm cordiality, arising fir^ recollections 
wbi(fo had never been dismissed firom her mind, by Bebecoa 
with j^ood-humoured hospitality, and by old Deans in a mode 
peculiar to himseU 

Highly as Douce Davie honoured the dergy, it was not 
upon each individual of the cloth that he bestowed his apmo- 
l«tion; and, a little jealous, perhsps, at seeing his youmfiil 
acquaintance erected into the (ugnity of a teacher and preacher, 
he instantly attacked him upon various points of controversy, 
in ordmr to discover whether he might not have foUen into some 
of the snares, defections, and desertions of the time. Butler 


was not only a man of stuch Presbytcnnan principles, but was 
also willing to avoM givi^ pain to his old firieud by disput- 
ing upon points of little imtwrtanoe ; and therefore ne might 
have nopm to have come like refined gold out of the &- 
naoe of Davie’s interrogatories. But the result on the mind of 
that daiot investamtor was not altogether so fovouiable as 
might have been hoped and anticipated. Old Judith Butlar, 
who had hobbled that evening as nr as Woodend, in <»dw to 
epjoy the oongratulations of her neighbours upon Beuben’s 
return, and upon his high attaininmits, whhdi she was her- 
self not a litlle prouA was somewhat mortified to find that 
her old firiend Dams did not enter into the sulneot with the 
warmth she eipeoted. At first, indeed, he seemed rather, silent 
than dissatisfim ; and it was net till Jndith had essay^ the 
subject more &an <moe that it led to the following dialogne : — 

‘Awed, suabat Deans, 1 timujdit ye wad liae been glad to 
see Beabm among us ^lain, poor mUow.’ 

‘I am ghsl, Ihn. Butler,’ wm tire neig^how^s ooneue aaswan 
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‘Smm be haa knfc hk gnnd&tiitt sod 
be Him tbat giveth and tafcethi'^l km JiaA fiieBid bi» JtM m 
dm morid ibat’a bean aae like a &d>er to kim .aa: dto ail o’ 
ye, Beibw Deana.’ 

*Qodia the only Fathor of the & d > M iBae,’aaMl l)eai>a» tcwA-; 
iiiglus bmnet aim lookiDg t^warda. ‘Qi^ honour tobim ilk 
due, gudewife, and not to an unworthy inatrument’ 

‘Awed, diat ’a your way o’ tuntii^r it, and nae doulk ye km 
beet. But I faae kmd 3 re^ Davie, amd a forpit o’ meal to Bem^ 
ahdm whm there waana a bo w Imt in the meal-ark at Woodmd ; 
ay, and 1 hae kend ye ’ 

‘Gudewifa,’ amd Davie, interrupting hot, ’these are but 
idle tales to tell me, fit for naething Imt to puff up our 
inward mm wi’ our ain vain acts. 1 atude b^ide oleBsed 
Alezmder Peden, when I heard him call the death and testi- 
mxmj of our hmpy martyrs but draps of bluid ami soarts of 
ink m respect of fitting discharge of our duty ; md what suld 
I think of ony thing the like of me can do t ’ 

‘ Weel, neibor Deans, ye ken best; but I mann say tlwt X 
am sure you are glad tosee mybum aga^ The halt’s gme 
now, unless he has to walk ower mony miles at a stietdi ; and 
he has a wee bit colour in his dieek, that glads mj aula em 
to see it; md he has as decent a black eoat as tim minister; 
and ’ 

‘I am very heartily glad he is wed md thriving,’ said Mr. 
Itoans, with a gravity that seemed intended to out short tire 
siilneot ; but a womm who is bmt upon a point is not eai^ 
pumed aside from it. 

’And,’ continued Mrs. Butler, ’he cm wag his head in a 
pulpit now, neibor Deans, think but of that — my ain oe — and 
a’body mann sit still md listen to him, as if he were the Paip 
of Bom&’ 

’llw whatt the who, wommt* said Deans, witii a ste^ 
ness fitr beyond his usud gravity, as som w tiieae ofimrive 
words had struck upon the tympmum of his ear. 

’Sh, guide us ! ’ said the p^ womm ; ‘I had fingot what 
m ill ww ye had aye at the Iwp, md saeoad my pair go de n a m 
Stephen Butler. Mony m afternoon he wed sit and^^teke up 
hkteriamony again the Fdp, and again baftiring of baiiaii|.||ito 
thehke.’ 

’Woman,’ rmterated Deans, ’ekfaer qieak about wkw^. ye 
km sometiung o’, or be silent I say that Indepradencf j|i « 
find hereqr, Anahaptism a damnable md deoitytof dirar* 
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wliiQc sold be rooted oat of tihe Isnd ni’ Uie firo e’ Hie ifoiteal 
and ^ 8W<«d o* tberavil magiiHnrte.’ 

‘ WedL wed, aeibor, I ’ll no aay dutt ye mayna be zi^bt,’ 
answerea ibe sabmissiTe Judith. *1 am sme ye an tight 
about the eawisg and the maw^, the ahearing and tee leM- 
ing, and what for add ye no be right abontkirk-wate, toot Bat 
oonoerning my oe, Beaben Balder ’ 

‘ Beaben witier, gadewife,’ add David wite aolmnnit^, ‘ ia a 
lad I wiah heartily weel to, even aa if he were mine am aon ; 
bat 1 donbt there will be oata and ina in tee track of hie walk. 
I mnoUe fear hia gifta will get the heela of hia grace. He haa 
ower mackle homan wit and learning, and teinka aa mackle 
about the form of tee bicker as he doea about the healaomeneaa 
of tee food ; he maun broider tee marriage-garment wite 1^ 
and paaamenta, or it ’a no gude enough for him. And it ’a like 
he ’a aomething proud o’ hia human gifta and leatn^, whilk 
enablea him to dreaa up his doctrine in that fine airy dresa 
But,’ added h^ at seeing tee old woman’s uneasiness at his 
discourse, ‘affliction mav gie him a jagg, and let tee wind out 
o’ him, as out o’ a cow ^t’s eaten wet clover, and tee lad nuijjr 
do weel, and be a burning and a shining light ; and 1 trust it 
will Ito yours to see, and ms to feel it, and that soon.' 

Widow Butler was obliged to retire, unable to make anything 
more of her nemhbour, whose discourse, thou^ tee did not 
cmnprehend it, mled her wite undefined apprehensions on her 
grandson’s account^ and greatly depressed tee joy with white 
tee had welcomed him on his retu:^ And it must not be 
concealed, in justice to Mr. Deane’s discernment, that Butler, in 
their oonference, had made a greater display of hia 
than tee occasion called for, or than was likdy to be aooep^ 

able to tee old man, who, aocustcnned to consider himste as 

• 1 ? 1 




subjects of controversy, felt rather humbled and morrified 
when learned auteoriries were placed in array agiunst him. 
In foot, Butler had not escaped tee tinge of pedantry white 
natui^y flowed firom his education, and was apt, on many 
occasions, to nutee parade of his knowtedge, when there was no 
need<tf sate vanity. 

Jeanie Deans, however, found no fimlt wite this di^lay oi 
learning, but, on tee oontnry, admired it ; pmdiaps cm tee 
same score that hmr sex are said to admire men of ocmzaga^ 
acooimt of teter own deicisnoy in' teat qualifioatem 
droumatanoea of thek fiunilies throw tee young peo^ eon* 
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tMUt togrth» ; tiielx dd a^&naef im iMMiredi 
» ibotaag Mttor adapted to tiidr aM; eadit beomM ai 
Qiklend;^ betwixt thou tl»t their union dibiild be ddmM 
no longer thmi ndal Butler should obtain stHoe rteaufy nieii^ 
of Bupmnt, however humble. This, however, was not emaciidr 
eneediV to be aooomplidied. Plan after plan was fetSMi^iied 
]^an amr plan fidled. ^e good-humourraohedcof Jeanie feet 
the first muh of juvmiile nWhneas; Beuben’s brow aasuaSed 
the gravity of mt^ood ; yet the means of obtaining a settle- 
ment seemed remote as ever. Fortunsdely fijr the lovers, thdr 
passion was of no ardmit ot enthusiaBtio oast; and a sense 
of duty on botb sides induced tbem to bear with patient 
fortitude the protracted interval which divided them firrna 
each other. . . 

In the meanwhile, time did not roll on without effectini^ his 
usual changes. The widow of Stephmi Butler, so long the prop 
of tire fomily of Beersheba, was ga&ered to her fotoers; and 
Rebecca, the careful spouse of our M^d Davie Deai^ was also 
summrmed from her pl^ of matrimonial and domestk eoonom;^. 
The morning after her death, Reubra Butler went to offer hu 
mite of consolation to his old fiiend and bene&otor. He 
witnessed, on this oo(^on, a remarkable stiruggle betw^ tihe 
force of natural affection and the rdigious stoicism which the 
sufferer thought it was incumbent upon him to maintain under 
each earthly dispensation, whether m weal or woe. 

On his arrivm at the cottage, Jeanie, with her eyes over- 
flowing with tears, pointed to the little ordiarcL ‘in whidh,’ 
she whirred with broken accents, ‘my poor fothor has been 
since his misfortune.' Somewhat alanned at this account 
Butler entered the orchard, and advanced slowly towards his 
dd friend, who, seated in a small rude arbour, am>eared to be 
sunk in me extremity d his afSiotion. He liftm his eyoB 
somewhat stmnly as Butler ai^roached, as if offended at tie 
interruption ; but as the young man hesitated whether he 
ouf^t to retreat or advance, he arose came forward to 
med him with a self-possessed and even dignified afr. 

‘Young man,' said the sufferer, ‘lay it not to heart thoejBpi 
the righteous perish and the merciful «e ronoved, seeing^ It 
nmy wdd be said, that they ore taken away from the evOs to 
omne. Woe to m^ were I to died a teu for the wife 

boamn, whm I m^ht rivme of water for t^s 

^juch, cursed as it is with carnal seeken and with the 
of hea^* 
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Batier, yw oan£ngs( yoor fsinito 
affiotum in your ngud for puUie daty.’ 

‘F<n!g^ Benbent’ acdd pow Beaiu, pattaag his baadkar- 
d^toliuayM* ‘Saa’a to be foigottea <m tiik ffide of 
time ; bat He timt girea tbe wound oaa aend tbe ointmeot. I 
dedaie Ibere bare timea daring tbia nigbtwhen my medi- 
tatioB baa beoi ao wrapt timt 1 tmew not of my heavy loaa 
It baa been with nte aa with the w(atby John oalled 

CaiB^iam np<m a Uke trial : I have been tbia ni|^t on 
tbe banka of Ub^ plnddng on apple here and there.' 

NotwHbatanding the aaanmed fortitade of Deana, whioh he 
oonoaived to be tiie diachaige of a great Cbriatian dnty, be had 
too 0 ^ a heart not to anffw deeply undm this h^yy loaa. 
Wooded become altogether diataateral to him ; and aa he had 
<fotaiaed both anbataaoe and experienoe by his management of 
that little form, he leaolved to employ them aa a dai^-former, 
or oow-foedfflr, M they are called in Scotiiaad. The aitaation 
be ohoae for hia new aettlement waa at a place called St. 
Lemiard’a Oraga, lying betwixt Edinburgh and the mountain 
oalled Arthur’s Seat, and a^oining to the extenaiye sheep 
pasture still named the King’s Park, focnn its having been 
formerly dedhcated to tbe preservation of the royed g^& Here 
he renim a snudl lonely houses about half a mile distant from 
tbe nearest point of the city, but the site of which, with all the 
adjacent ground, is now occupied by the buildings whidi form 
the soutb-eac^em suburb. An extensive pasture-ground a^oin- 
ii^, which Deana rented fimn the keeper of the Boyal Park, 
et^ed him to feed his milk-cows ; and tbe unceasing indus- 
try and adavity of Jeanie, his eldest dau^ter, were exerted in 
malriiig tbe moat of tbeir produce. 

^ had now leas frequent ^portanities of semng Beubmt, 
vdu) bad been obhged, aftw various disappcnntmmi^ to accept 
tbe Bubordiiiate sttuation of aasistaat in a parodbial acbool of 
some eminfln^ at three or four miles’ distance frmn tbe ci^. 
Here he du^i^ubed himad^ mrd became acquainted wim 
several reqteotolde burgesa^ wha on account of health or 
other leaamia, ^oee that thmr ohildrmi should omnmenoe tb^ 
edhmotion in tbklittb village. HU proapeete were thus giadn- 
ally br^tmik^ and upon ea^ vwit wUcb he peM at Sh 
Leonanfa he had an oppmtanitjr ol |d>ding a faint to thU por- 
poae into Jeaame's eat. xheee vmita were aeoesaariiy very railed 
cm aoooimt UT the denenda whiA the dntiee tlm sehiKH aede 


» emMote u. 
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Botin’s 4i»6. N<ffdidlM dam tossstMtlMte.)!l^^ 
^4lier BO fteqaeot as tbesS wrooatMffis sroiidd {MnsiNi.: IniMi 
leodnred him m&k oiviiit^ iodsed, and ovsn with brndailWi^^ 
Baoben, as is nsoid m sodi oase^ tmagiiiod that ht nsA inS 
jipppoae in hm eyes, and was a&sdd too fiteasiatam m 
tioD oa the sutneot would dxaw down Ins pomtive dimiqpiovah 
Upon tile whole, therefore, he jndeed it i^rodmt to eaU at 
St Lecmaid’s jnst so foeqaentiy as md aoqnaintanoe and nmgh* 
bcmtiiood seemed to authorise, and no oftmor. There wsa 
another npun sdio was more regular in his vinta. 

Wlmn jDavie Deans intimated to the Laird of Dnmhiedikee 
his purpose of ‘ quitting wi’ the land and house at Wooden^’ 
tile Laira stared and said notiiing. He made his usual visita 
at the usntd hour without remark, until the da^ h^re the 
term, when, obserring the bustle of moving furmtuie alzea^ 
oommenoed, the great east-country ‘ awmrie^ dra^^^ out of ite 
nook, and stand^ with its shoiuder to the oompan 3 r, like an 
awkward booby about to leave the room, the Laixd a^^ stared 
mightily, and was heard to ejaculate, ‘ Heglv sirs 1 ' Bvm after 
the day of departure was past and gone, tiie Laird of Dumbie- 
dikes, at his usual hour, iwoh was that at whioh David Deans 
was wont to ‘loose the pleugh,’ presented himself before the 
closed door of the cottage at WoodencL and seemed as mndi 
astonished at finding it shut against his approadi u if it was 
not ezaotiy what he had to expect. On this occasion he was 
heard to ejaculate, ‘ Qude guide us I ’ which, by those who knew 
him, was considered as a very unusual mark of emotion. From 
that moment forward, Dumbiedikes became an altered mai), 
and the regularity of his movements, hitiiwto so exemplary, 
was as totmly disconcerted as those of a boy’s watch whmi he 
has broken the main-spring. Like the index of the smd watch, 
did Dumbiedikes spin round tiie whole bounds of his Uttie 
proMrty, whioh may be likened unto tiie dial of the tim^ieoe, 
with unwonted velocily. There was not a cottage into idiidi, 
he did not miter, nor soaroe a maiden (m whom he did not stare. 
But so it ma, that, althoi^ tiime were betier fiim-honaes o«t 
the land than Woodend, and certainly much prettier girls than 
Jeanie Deans, yet it did stnatiiow bc^ that tim blank in tbs 
Imird’s time was not so pleasantly filled up as it had beat^' 
ThmewasnoseataooinnmodatedhimBOwellastiie ‘banker’at 
Woocfond, and no &oe he hived so mndh to on^as Jeai^ 
Deans’s. So, after tgnnn^ round and tonnd Ins Bttie 
ai^ tiien remaining stationary for a week, it se e ms to hstik 
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oeemrod to 1dm tkat bo mu not piaiiod dom to dnmhto m 

0 inv^ like tiie hands of the vat^ bat jpossessed pomr 

01 shifdng Us oentml point and extmuhng his oiide if he 
tiiongfat proper. To realise vUoh privilege of oh^e of pl^ 
he bought a pony from a Highland drover, and with its assist- 
ance am (xnnpany riiqiped, or rather stumbled, as &r as Sh 
Leonard’s Cta^ 

Jeanie Bems, though w murix aocnstomed to &e Laird’s 
staring that she was sometimes scarce conscious of his presence, 
had neverthriess some oocarional fears lest he shoidd ^ in ^ 
organ of speech to back those egressions of admiration whidi 
he bestowed on her through his eyes. Should this happen, 
fiuewell, she thought, to all chance of a^ union with Butier. 
For her &>ther, howOTer stout-hearted and independent in civil 
and religions principles, was not without that respect for the 
laird of the land so deeply imprinted on ^e Scottish tenantry 
of the period. Moreover, if he did not positively dislike Butler, 
yet his fond of carnal losing was often the object of sar- 
casms on David’s pa^ which were perhaps founded in jealousy, 
and wUdx certainly indicated no partiality for the p^y against 
whom they were laumhed. And, lastly, the match with DumUe- 
dikes would have presented irresistible charms to one who used 
to complain that he felt himself apt to ti&e ‘ ower ^t an armfo’ 
o’ the warld.’ So that, upon the whole, the Laird’s diurnal 
visits were disa^r^ble to Jeanie from apprehension of future 
conseq^nences, and it served much to console her, upon removing 
from me ^t where she was bred and bom, that she had seen 
the lart of Dumbiedikes, his laced hat, and tobacco-pipe. The 
poor girl no more expected he could muster courage to follow 
her to St Leonard’s Cra^ than that any of her apple-trees or 
cabbages, which she had left rooted in the ‘ yard ’ at 'Woodenc^ 
mold ipontaneously, and unaided, have undertaken the same 
journey. It was, ^refore, wilh mucfo more surprise than 
pleasure tho day after their removal to St 

Leonard’s, she beheM Dumbiedikes arrive^ laced hat, tobacco- 
pipe, and all, and, with the self-same greetmg of * How ’s a’ wi’ 
ye, Jeanie 1 Whure ’s the godmnan V assume as nearly as he 
cordd the same poririon in me cottage at St Leonard’s which 
he had so long and so regulaxly occupied at Woodmid. He 
was no sooner, nowever, seated man, with an unusual exertion 
of his powers of conversation, he add^ ‘Jeanie — Isay, Jeanie, 
wcanan ’ ; here Im extended his band towards Imr tiioulw witii 
aUthe foagocs spread out as if to olnteh it but in so bashfol 
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and aidcwaid a manner when dw idddead bepdf begrMid 
ita lea^ the paw repoouned soqteaded in the air with^ pi^ 
op^ like the daw of a heialdio griffin, ‘JeanM,’omiiiHGMiathe 
Bwain, in this moment of inspiration — ‘ I say, Jeanie^ it ’s ahnnr 
day ontrby^ and the roads are no that ill mr hoot-hose.’ 

‘The deil ’s in the daidling body,’ mattered Jeanie between 
her teeth ; ‘ wha wad hae thought o’ his daikering oat this 
length t ' And she afterwards confessed that she throw a little 
of mis angraoioas sentimmit into her accent and manner ; for 
her &ther being abroad, and the ‘body,’ as she irrovermitly 
termed the landed proprietor, ‘looking unco gleg and canty, 
she didna ken what he might be coming oat wi’ next.’ 

Her firowns, however, acted as a complete sedative, and the 
Laird relapsed from that day into his former taoitam habits, 
visiting the cow-feeder’s cott^e three or four times every week, 
when we weather permitted, with apparently no otheriparpoM 
than to stare at Jeanie Jeans, while Douce Davie poured forth his 
eloquwoe upon the controversies and testimonies of the day. 



CHAPTER X 


Her air, her maimers, all who saw admired, 

Ccmrteoos, though coy, and gentle, though retired ; 

The joy of youth and health iter eyes dirolay’d. 

And ease of heart her eyery look convey^ d* 

Crabbs. 

T he visits of the Laird thus again sunk into matters 

ordinary course, from which nothing was ix> be ez|>^ted 
or apprehended. If a lover could have gained a &>ir one 
as a snake is said to fiiscinate a bird, by ]^rtinaoiously gazing on 
her with ^eat stupid greenish eyes, which began now to be 
occasionally aided by spectacles, unquestionably Dumbiedikes 
would have been the person to perform the feat. But the art of 
&scination seems amo^ the artes perditce, and I cannot learn 
that this most pertinacious of starers produced any effect by his 
attentions beyond an occasional yawn. 

In the meanwhile, the object of his gaze was gradually attain- 
ing the verge^ of youth, and approacning to what is called in 
fei^es the middle di^e, which is impolitmy held to begin a few 
years earlier with their more fragile sex than with men Many 
people would have been of opinion that the Laird would have 
done better to have transferred his glances to an object pos- 
sessed of ^ superior charms to Jeanie’s, even when Jeanie’s 
were in their bloom, who began now to be distinguished by all 
who visited the cottage at St. Leonard’s Crags. 

Effie Deans, under the tender and affectionate care of her 
sister, had now shot up into a beautiful and blooming giri. 
Her Grecian-shaped head was profusely rich m waving nn^ets 
of brown hair, which, confined a blue snood of sffk, and 
shading a laughing Hebe countenance, seemed the pi^ure of 
health, pleaemre, and contoitment. Her brown russet diort- 
gown s€t off a i^pe whicfii tim^ perhaps, mi^t be expeded 
to render too robust, the frequent objection to Soottush muty, 
but in her present early age, was dender and tap^, wi& 
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sweep 

faea)ia aod beantiM po(peilk» of pMte. 

'ISMse gtoiriiiff cbunu, in all wair jwpnale pralbrio^ bad 
no power to ebale the stoadfitat mind, or ditert <ba fiaod- gimv 
of w constant Laird o{ Dtiaildedikea. Bat dMie wm seai^a 
another eye that oonld behold this Hrixw pietme of faoaUh ion 
beanly withont pansing on it with ptounie. The trasaBav 
st(^;^ed his veaiy horse on the eve of entering the oitj whkh 
>as the end dT his wnmey, to gaee at the eylm-like form tiat 
tripped by him, wim bar nulk-pw poised on her head, bearing 
her^f so erect, and stepping so light and free under her barden« 
that it seemed rather an <nnament than an aununbnmoe. The 
lads of the noghbooring suburb, who held their evening rendes- 
vous for putting the stone, casting the hammer, laying at 
long bow^ and other athletic exermses, vnddied tfo motions 
of Effie Beans, and contended with eatm other whidi should 
have the good fortune to attract her attentkm. Even the rigid 
Presbyterians of her fother’s persuarion, who l^d each imml- 
gfflioe of the eye and sense to m a snaro at lea^ if not a crime, 
▼ere surprised into a moment’s delight while gasing on a 
creature so exquisite — instantly checked by a rigb, rqiroaching 
at once their own weakness, and mounung that a creatnie so 
Mr should diare in the common and hmeditaiy guilt and 
imperfection of our nature. She was currently ootitied ^ 
Luy of St. Leonard’s, a name whibh die deserved as much by 
her guileless purity of thought, speech, and action as by bw 
uncommon lovelincm of fooe and person. 

Yd> there were points in Effie’s ofaaiaoter which gave rise 
not 01^ to strange doubt and a^ety on the paart of Douce 
David Deans, whose ideas were rigid, as may easily be suppoMd, 
upon the rabjeot of youthfrd amusements, but even of serious 
amrehension to her mcne indulgent sistor. Ihe chilhKm of 
the Scotch of the infmior classes are usually spoiled by dn 
early indulgenoe of their jparents ; bow, wherefore, and to what 
cfog^ the livefy and mstruotive nuiarive of die soodble 
and accomplisheci authoress ^ of Gktdmrtm has saved me uhd 
all future scribblers the trouble oS reeording. ElSe had had 
a double shore of this inocmsiderate and miqac^pSd kindnsss. 
Sven the strictness erf bw fother’s prineii^es oonld not eohdsHm 
the sports of in&nqr and ^ildhocid ; aM to the good old iaum 
hk yoni^ dau^ter, the child of his old sge^ sowied a dM 
for some years met die attsined hbe years m vrooMtheodl 
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si3i ettU^ tiw ‘Mt laaeid ’ and SSa.’ ttad ma petBiittod 
to run up and down unoon^aroUed, onleea npcm tiie S«^{>atli ot 
at the tmes of &mii}r wordbip. Her dstw, with all tlw love 
and care of a mother, could not be snppo^ to posa^ the 
same authoritatiTe influence : and flhat which sl^ had hitherto 
exercised became g^ually limited and diminished as Effie’s 
adTaneing vears entitled her, in her own conceit at leut, to the 
right of independence and firm agency. With all the innot^nce 
and goodness of disposition, therefore, which we hare describe^ 
the Lily of 8t. Leonard’s possessed a little fund of self-conceit 
and (fl>srinaoy, and some warmth and irritability of temper, 
partly natural perhaps, but certainly much increased by the 
unrestrained freedom of her childhood. Her character will be 
best illustrated by a cottage evening scen& 

The careful mther was absent in his well-sto<^ed byre, 
foddei^ those useful and parient animals on whose produce 
his living depended, and the summer evening was beginning to 
close in, when Jeanie Leans began to be very anxiouB for the 
appearance of her sister, and to fear that she would not re^ 
home before her frther returned from the labour of the evening, 
when it was his custom to have ‘frmily exercise,’ and when 
she knew that Effie’s absence would give him the most serious 
displeasure. These apprehensions bung heavier upon her mind 
because, for several preceding evenings, Effie h^ disappeared 
about the same time^ and her stay, at firat so brief as scarce to 
be noticed, bad been gradually protracted to half an hour, and 
an hour, and on the present occasion had considerably exceed 
even this last limit. And now Jeanie stood at the door, with 
W hand before her eyes to avoid tiie rays of tiie level sun, 
and looked alternately along the various tracks which led 
towards their dwelling, to see -if she could descry the nymph- 
like form of her sister. There wm a wall and a st^e which 
separated t^ royal domain, or King’s Park, as it is called, 
from the public road; to this pass she frequently directed 
her attenaon, when she saw two persons appear there some- 
what suddemly, as if they had walked dose by the side of the 
wall to screcai tiimnselves from observation. One of fhmn, a 
man, drew badi hastily : the other, a female; crossed the sf^ 
and advanced towuds hmr. It was Effie. She met her sister 
witii that affected liveliness of manner which, in her ranl^ 
and Bom^mes in those above it; females oooadonally as- 
smne to hide soipriae or eonfriaiQni and die eaidkd aa she 
oame — 
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* Tbe «llo itibt tii6 

Imfn gf«im bQ&B7» file b 
Asd by thcie o«m« lUUiig ft Iw to gay, 

And wt diKamgftng dom to tbft Stow 

V V ' , -r, 

* Whisht, Effie,’ said her sister; *otir oqqq^ dtti V 

the byre.* The damsel stinted in her eoiig* * Where hae 3n 
been sae late at e’enl* 

* It ’s no lat^ lass,* answered Effie^ 

*It ’a diappit eight on eyery olodk o’ the town, and the sun 
non down wint the Gorstoipbine Hills. Whare can ye had 
been sae kteT 

* Nae gate,’ answered Effie. 

^ And wha was that parted wi’ you at the stilef ’ 

^ Naebody,’ renlied Effie once more. 

* Nae gate ! Naebody ! I wish it may be a right 
a right b^y, that keeps folk out sae late at e’en, Iffia 

^What needs ye be aye speering then at folkt’ retorted 
Effie. * I ’m sure, if ye ’ll ask nae questions, 1 ’ll tell ye nae lees. 

I never ask what bnngs the Laim of Dumbiedikes glowering 
here like a wull-oat — only his een’s greener, and no sae gleg — 
day after day, till we are a’ like to gaunt our ohafts affi’ 

* Because ye ken ve^ weel he oomes to see our ffither,’ said 
Jeanie, in answer to this pert remark. 

^And Dominie Butler — does he come to see our &iher, 
that ’s sae taen wi] his Latin words Y ’ said Effie, ddighted to 
find that, by oarrying the war into the enemy’s country, she 
could divert the threatened attack upon hers^ and wi& the 
petulance of youth she pursued her taiumph over her prud^ 
dder sister. She looked at her with a sly air, in which thmw 
was something like irony, as she chanted, in a low but madbed 
team, a scrap of au old Sootch song — 

*71mnigb the kirkyard 
1 met wi* the Iiaiid ; 

The fldUy pair body he eeid me use harm. 

But just ere ’t was dark, 

I met wi’ the clerk* — 

Here the songstress sto]^ped, looked fell at her sktec^ and, 
observing the gather in h^ eyes, she suddenly flung hag , 
arms round her ne<^ and kissed thmn away. Jeanie, tbdtajg^ 
hurt and displeased, waa unable to remst thn caxeaaaa ^ 
untaught tffiild of nature, whose good and evil aeinned. 

jftom impulse than ftom reflection. Bat as dm ibitewiil 
voifcvn— 7 
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tbe sisterly kiss, in tolcea of perfect xeoiHioilieiiaG^ oonld 
not snppress l3ie gentle remoof — ‘Effiei if ye irill leaxn fiile 
Bangs, ye m^t main a Imuier^ nse of th^* 

'And BO I might Jeanie,’ continued &e ^I, olm^^ to her 
sister’s radc; ‘and 1 itish I had never learned ane o’ them, 
and I vish we had never come here^ and I wish my tongue 
had been blistered or 1 had vexed ye.’ 

' Never mind ihat^ Effie,’ relied the affectionate sister, 'I 
oanna be mnoUe vexed wi’ ony thing ye say to me; but 0 
dinna vex our fether ! ’ 

'I vnll not — I mil noV replied Effie; ‘and if thwo wwe m 
mony dances the mom’s night as there are merry dancers in 
the north firmament on a frosty e’en, I vinna budge an inch 
to snng near ane o’ the^’ 

‘Eamoe I ’ echoed Jeanie Deans in astonishment ‘ 0, Effie, 
what could take ye to a dance!’ 

It is vem possible that, in the communicative mood into 
which the Lily of St Leonard’s was now surprised, she might 
have given her sister her unreserved confidence, and saved me 
the pain of telling a melancholy tale ; but at the moment the 
word ‘ dance ’ was uttered, it readied the ear of old David Deans, 
who had turned the comer of the house, and came upon his 
daughters ere thev were aware of his presence. The word 
‘pr^te,’ or even the word ‘pope,’ could hardly have. produced 
so impaUing an effect upon David’s ear ; for, of all exercises, that 
of dancing, which he termed a voluntary and regular fit of dis- 
traotioiL he demned most destractiye of serious thoughts, and 
the readiest ^ettoallsortsof lic^tiousness ; and he accounted 
the encouraging, and even permitting, assemblies or meetings, 
whether among those of high or low degree, for this fimtastio 
and absurd purpose, or for that of dramatic rwresentations, as 
one of the most flag^t proofe of defection ana causes of wratL 
The pronouncing or the word ‘ dance ' by his own daughters, and 
at his own door, now drove him beyond the verge of patienca 
‘Dance I ' he exclaimed. ‘Dance — dance, said ye ! I daur ye, 
limmers that ye are, to nme sic a word at my door-cheek I It ’s 
a dissolute profime pastim^ practised by the Israelites only at 
tiieir base ami brated worship of the Golden-Calf at Bethel, and 
by the unhappy la» wha danced aff the head of J(hn the 
inptist, upon wnilk duptw 1 will exmoise this ni^t few your 
fiutmer instradaon, sinoe ye need it see muokie, notiiing doubt- 
ing that ehe has eause to me the day, lai^ or tins tim& that e’er 
ifee mid hae diook a limb «i sic an errand. Better'^ her tQ 
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hae been bom a a^d carried fiae door to doctv fibo aald 

B^ie Bowie, beg^u^ bawbees, tbaa to be a Idng'e datigjblef; 
fiddlixig and flinpng ihe gate she did* 1 hae oman w<HMbtea 
that ony ane that eyer bent a knee for the right purpose 
ever danr to oroc^ a hough to ^ke and flii^ at pipe’s wind 
and fiddler’s squealing. And 1 bless God, witih that sixigiiliar 
worthy, Peter [Pa^<*] Walker,^ the padman, at BristoPiwrt 
that ordered my lot in my dancing days so that fear of my bm 
and throat, drejEul of bloody rope and swift bullet, and l^nchant 
swords and pain of boots and thumkins, cauld and hunger, wet- 
ness and weariness, stopped the lightness of my head and the 
wantonness of my feet. And now, if I hear ye, quean lassies, 
sae muckle as name dancing, or think there ’s inc a thing in 
this warld as flinging to fidd^’s sounds and piper’s springs, as 
sure as my fiither’s spirit is wilh the just, ye shall no moie 
either charge or concern of mine ! Gang in, then — gang in, 
then, hinnies,’ he added, in a softer tone, for the tears of both 
daughters, but esnecially those of EBfie, began to flow very 
ftst — 'gang in, dears, and we ’ll seek grace to preserve us ftae 
all manner of pro&ne folly, whilk causeth to sin, and pro- 
moteth the kingdom of darlmess, warring with toe kingaom 
ofUght’ 

The objuration of David Deans, however well meant, was un- 
happily timed. It created a division of feelings in ^e’s bosom, 
and deterred her from her intended confidence in her sister. 
'She wad hand me nae better than the dirt below her feefc,^ 
sdd Effie to herself 'werelto confess I haedan^wi’himibur 
times on the green do^m-bye, and ance at Magde Macqueen’s ; 
and she’ll maybe hingit owermy headtoatsbe^tellmyfMl^, 
and then she wad be mistress and mair. But I ’ll no gang back 
toereagsdn. I ’m resolved 1 ’ll no gang back. I ’ll lay in a leaf 
of my Bible,* and that ’s very near as if I had made an aito, 
that I winna gang back.’ And she kept her vow for a we^ 
during which she was unusually cross and fretful, blemh^ 
which had never before been observed in her temper, except 
during a moment of oontmdiction. 

There was sometoiim in all this so mysterious as comuder- 
aUy to alarm the pruomt and affectionate Jeanie, toe mom so 
as she judged it unkind to her sister to mention to toehr fiitoer 
grounds of anxiety which might arise from her own imaginafiiai. 


^ s«e PatHck Walto. Note IS. 

* TUt cttstom, of making a lOark hr foraing a leaf in Uia pat 
mhm a solemn resolution Is formed, ia stiU keld to tie. In mm 
appeal to Bearen for liis or ker sincmritp* 
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Bendea^ bar rMiwoe tbe good old dkl aot pzeremk her 
fnan bwig amure that he was both hc^tsmpraed and positiyev 
and dhs somefamea suspected that he earned his dialihe to 
youthful amnsemeuts beyond the vei^ that idigion ud reason 
denumded. Jeanie had sense enough to see that a sudden and 
sevoe <»ub upon h» sister’s hithwto unrestrained freedom 
he rather prodnotave of harm than g(^ and that Effie^ 
in the headstrong wilfulness of youth, was lil^y to make what 
might be ovetstaained in hm: frther’s precepts an ezouse.to her- 
self fcHT neglecting thmn altogether. In the ^her classes a 
damsel, howeyer giddy, is stUl under the dominion of etiquette, 
and suigeot to the surveillanoe of mammas uid chaperons ; but 
&e country ^1, who snatches her moment of j^ety during the 
interyals of labour, is under no such guardianmip or restraint^ 
and her amusement l^omes so much the more hazardous. 
Jeanie saw all this with much distress of mind, when a cir- 
cumstance occurred which appeared calculated to relieye hor 
anxiety. 

Mrs. Saddletree, with whom our refers haye already been 
made acquainted, chanced to be a distant relation of Douce 
Dayid Deans, and as she was a woman orderly in her life and 
conversation, and, moreover, of good substance, a sort of ao- 

S intanoe was formally kept up between the ftmiUes. Now 
careful dame, about a ^ear and a half before our story com- 
mences, chanced to need, m the line of her profession, a better 
sort of servant, or rather shop-woman. ‘Mr. &uldletree,’ die 
said, ‘ was never in the shop when he could get his nose within 
the Parliament Hoi^ and it was an awWard thing for a 
woman-body to be sj^ding empng bundles o’ barkened leather 
her kme, selling saddles and bridles ; and she had oast her eyes 
npim her &r-awa’ eousin Effie Deans, as just the very sort of 
lassie she would want to keep her in countenance on su(^ 
oooanons.' 


In this i»(poBal there was muih that pleased old David: 
there was b^ board, and bountdth ; it was a decent situation; 
the lassie womd be under Mrs. Saddletree’s ey^ who had an 

S ' ht walk, end lived close by tiie. Tolbooth in whitdi 
b stall be heard the oon^irtiim doctrines of one of tiuiee 
few ministers the Sark of Scotland who had not Wt the 
fame unto Baal, eooo(ding to David’s eiqnesiniHi, or beocmie ac- 
cessory to the oonrse national dMections -^umon, fajwwtinn 
' onager aada Iwmdle of prelatroal Ekastian oatto whithlma 
tioposedtm tfaeohordi smoe ^ Bevohrtioi^ 
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lioly in the rrign of *1iie lets woHuiii,’ as he 
the last tibat anhimpy reoe<tf StoWts. hi ^ 
seimiity ooBoemihg the soondneae of the theologiw tkMxiRe 
tfhkh Mb datij^ter eras to hen, he eras notiuM distanhed ^ 
aooOont of the siuaes of a different Mad to whira a ereatea ee 
beaotiffil, foong, and irilfhl might be exposed in thi oeittte of 
a popolons and ooimpted city. The is, that he 
'With so much horror on all approadiesto irtegnlaiitieB of tlw 
nature most to be dreaded in such eases, that he would as soon 
have suspeeted and guarded against E^’s being indneed to 
become guilty of the crime of murder. He only regretted that 
she shomd hve under the same roof mth such a vorldly-iriBe 
mw as Bartoline Saddletree, irh^ David never suspected of 
being an ass as he was, bat considered as one really endowed 
with the legal knowledge to which he made pretension, and 
only liked him the worse for possessing it The lawyers^ espe- 
oiaUy those amongst them who sate as ruling elders m the 
General Assembly of the Kirk, had been forward in promoting 
^e measures of {ntrona^ of the abjuration oath, aOd others, 
which in the opinion of David Deans were a bretdang down of 
the carved work of the sanctuary, and an intrusion upon the 
liberties of the kirk. Umn the dangers of listening to ti^ 
doctrines of a legalised rormalist, such as Saddletree, David 
gave his daughter many lectures ; so mudi so, that he had time 
to touch but slightly on the d^ers of chambning, company- 
keeping, and promiscuous dancing, to which, at her time of lifo, 
most people would have thought ^e more ei^sed than to 
the risk of theoretical error in her religious 
Jeanie parted from her sister with a mised feeling of regret, 
and apprehension, and hcpe. She could not be so ooradent coor 
oeming IWe’s prudence as her fritber, for she had observed her 
more nahnwly, mui more sympathy with h^ fodings, and could 
better estimate the temptations to wMch she was exposed. On 
the other hand, Mrs. Saddletree was an observmg, direi^ 
notable womait, entitled to exerdse over the fhlTantheEi^ 
of a mistress, and likely to do so strictiy, yet with kind ness. 
Her rmnoval to Saddletree’s, it was most probably would also 
serve to break off some idle acquaintanoes whidt Jeanie soi- 
neeted her sister to have formed in tiie neighbouriiig stiln^ 
Up(m the whole, thm, ehe viewed her departure from; 
Itecmasd’B with pleasai& and it ties not until the vmr 
ofthelr|»rtingfor tibenrsttimein thehr H'ves, thsrti stmfrlhtiiB 
frtfl force of sist^ sornw. Whde tb^ r^eatedlf kxasedi edfo 
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ether’s diedcs and wmag eadi other’s hands, Jeaide tp<^ that 
moment of affeetionate sjno^thy to press np<nt hn sister the 
necessity ci the utmost oantion in her oondnot while re»dii» in 
E^bnigh. Bie listened, without once raising hm laa^ ewk 
eyelashe^ fix>m which the drops fell so fest as almost to re- 
semble a fountain. At the conclusion she sobbed again, kissed 
her sister, promised to recollect all the good counsm ^ had 
given her, and they parted. 

During the first few weeks, Effie was all that her kinswoman 
expected, and even more. But with time there came a relaxa- 
tion of that early zeal which she manifested in Mrs. Saddletree’s 
service. To borrow once ^gain firom the poet who so correctly 
and beautifully describes living manners — 

Sometbing there wee, — whet, none preenmed to any, — 

Clouds passing, on a summer’s day ; 

Whispers and hints, which went Arom ear to ear. 

And mix'd reports no judge on earth could clear. 

During this interval, Mrs. Saddletree was sometimes displeased 
by Effie’s lingering when she was sent upon errands about the 
fhop business, and sometimes by a little degree of impatience 
which she manifested at being rebuked on such occasions. But 
she good-naturedly allowed tnat the first was very natural to a 
girl to whom everything in Edinburgh was new, and the other 
was onl^ the petufenoe of a ^iled child when subjected to the 
yoke of domestic discmline fer the first time. Attention and 
submission could not be learned at once ; Holy-Bood was not 
built in a day ; use would make mrfect. 

It seemed as if the considerate old lady had presaged truly, 
ike many months had passed, Effie became almost wedded to 
hmr duties, though she no longer discharged thmn'with the 
laughing cheek and light step which had at first attracted 
every customer. Her nustress sometimes observed her in tears ; 
but they were signs of secret sorrow, which she concealed as 
often as she saw tnmu attract notice. Time wore on, her cheek 
grew pal& «md her step heavy. The cause of these changes 
could not Imve escaped the matronly e^e of Mrs. Saddletree, but 
she was clu^y conlmed bv indisposition to her bedroom for a 
oonmdemUe time during the latter part of Effie’s service. 
interval wae maaked by symptoms <n miguish almost amounting 
to deiqiair. The utmost raorts d the pocu girl to oommiina 
imr fits of l^sterieal agony wme often totally unavuling, and 
the mistakea whiob rhe nwde in the ah<^ tiie while woe so 
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daring bk wife’s iunes^ was oldwed to tain eloNur mKM or 
the busiiiees than otmsurtad with nis stu^ of rins wtipdiu 
matters of the law, lost all parieooe wirii me a^ wlm m Jbk 
Jaw Latin, and without mndi xespeot to geac^,.' he oadmed 
ought to be oognoseed by inquest m a jury, tM/xtwu, 
and wOumliUr tdiota. Nei^boms, uso, and fidlow-senmats, 
xmnarked, with malicious curiosity or degrading pity, Ihe dk- 
figured mape, loose dre^ and pale cheeks (rf the <mce beaurifiil 
and still interesting gkL But to no one would she grant 
bm confidmoe, answering all taunts wiih bitter sarcasm, and 
aU serious expostulation with sullen dmial, or with floo^ of 
tears. 

At length, when Mnt Saddletree’s recovery was likdy to 
P|»mit her wonted attention to the regulation of her household, 
£ffie Deans, as if unwilling to feoe an investigation made by 
the authority of her misriess, asked permission of Bartoline to 
go home for a week or two, assigning mdisposition, and the wish 
of trying the benefit of r^se and the diange of air, as the 
motives of her r^uest. ^Snatp-eyed as a lynx, or conoeiring 
himself to be so, in the nice shkrp quillets of le^ disoasaicm, 
Bartoline was as dull at drawing mfetenoes firom the ocourrenoes 
of common life as any Dutch professor of mathematics. He 
suffered Effie to depart without much suspicion, and without 
any inquiry. 

It was afterwards found that a period of a week inter- 
vened betwixt her leaving her master s house and arriving at 
St. Leonard’s. She made her appearance befi»e hm sister 
in a state rather resembling the spectre thsm the living sub- 
stance of the gay and beautiful girl who had left her fethm’s 
cottage for the first time scarce seventeen months before. Ihe 
Ik^graing illness of her mistress had, fer the last few months, 
given her a plea fer confining hmself entirely to tiie dusky pre- 
mnots of the shop in the Lawnmarket, and Jesmie was so much 
occupied, during the same period, with the concerns of her 
fitiher's hous^old, that she hwi ramv fo^ Insure for a waht 
into the city, and a brief and hurried visit to her skttt. The 
young women, tknrefere, bad scarcely seen eadi other fer snvead 
mon^ nor had a sin^ scandabus surmise reached the seaM 

tiie secluded inhabitants of the cottage at St LerisMdki 
Jeanie, therefore, terrified to death at hm asWs i^peseieBeti 
at first overwhehned her witii inquiries to which the unfinhs* 
sato ymmg wemmn xetittned fer atime iimcherent and 
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gmmm, mi fiiudfy M mi» 4 instmul fii BendeMi to* 
aartaia of Iwr Bister's mii^vtaaek Jeuue kad noir the dxaedM 
idtewurtiye <tf <CTin«inOTdangh« n to her fttiber erof eaideet- 
<»siBg to ooBOSkl it fiKHn lii& To all qQesthmsooBaenaiitftlw 
ume or nok of her sedaoe^ and the &ie of the bong to iraom 
hear fidl bed birth, BGm renuiuied ea mote as the ^ve^ 
to ^rtikfa she seemed barteamg; and indeed the least allmBon to 
either seemed to drive 1^ to mkractioQ. Her raster, in -distren 
and in deifqiair, ivas alxmt to repair to Mrs. &tddletr6e to oon- 
wait her expermnoe, and at the same time to obtain what li^^ts 
rite conld upon this most unhappy affiur, nhen she vas saved 
that troabie a new stroke of &te, whirii seemed to oaxtjr 
misfortune to we uttermost. 

Bavid Deans had been alarmed at the state of health in 


which his dan^ter returned to her paternri residenoe: 
but Jeanie had contrived to divert him mom particular and 
speoifio inquiry. It was, therefore, like a clap of thunder to 
the poor ma man when, just as the hour of noon had brought 
the visited the Laird of Dumbiedikes as usual, other and sterner, 
as wril as most unexpected, gtmsts arrived at th« cottage <rf 
Leonard’^ These were the officers of justice, with a warrant 
of justiciaiy to seardi for and amrehend Enpberaia or Effie 
Dews, accused of riie crime of ra^-murdrar. The stonniug 
weight of a blow so totally unexpected bore down the old mam 
who had in his early youth resisted the brow of miHtaiy and 


civil tyranny, thoow backed with swords and guns, tortures 
and miihets. fie 1^1 extraided and senseless upon his own 
hear^f 'atnd the men,^ happy to escape £n>m the scene of 
awahpiung, raised, mth rude humani^, the object d their 
WHwnt her bed, an^laoed her in a coach, which they 
^ IjBOaiM them. hasty remeffies udnrii beanie had 
•'infSed to bring back her &thw’s senses were scarce be{^ to 
, cerate when the nmse of the wheris in motion recall her 
attentwm to her miseiahle sister. To nm sbijridng after riw 
carriage was the first vmn effort of her distiaotion, rat rim wsa 
stepped one or two franale neiri^nrs, asseinhled by the 
extmordiimry appearance a corah in that sequestered pko^ 
who shnost nirera hor badk to brar &ther’s house. 1%a 
aM qunpathiBtao affiiotioa of these poor pewle, by whom tiis 
little fiumly at St. Leonard’s were arid in huh teg^nd, filled 
the house with lameutatkm. Even DuodbiedueB urtt moved 


fKm Im wontdi apathy, ami^agvoping fer his pi^ se he 
eiaeulatecl, ’Jeanie^ woeaan Jeaniei, woman 1 daaafwefc itw 





Miiivadc; but silier vSl itt’ adt Iw ool Ids 
^i^ke. 

V. old man had now nised himself item tim ^eoaod ttpdi 
. kK)3tmg ahoat him as if he missed scHsethuig, seenm gndiu^ 
to teooTer ihe sense of his wietdiedness. ^ Wheset*' he S(ii4 
with a voice Ihst made the roof ting — ‘wh^isthevilehadbt 
that has disgraced the blood of an honest man t Where ie ihe 
that has no place among ns, but has come foul with her 
like the Evil One, among the children of God t Where is sh& 
Jeanie 1 Bring her before me, that 1 may kill her with a won! 
and a look 1 ’ 

All hastened around him with their appropriate sources 
of consolation — the Laird with his purse, J^eanie with burnt 
fathers and strong waters, and the women with their exhorta- 
tions. ‘0 neighlraur — 0 Mr. Deans, it’s a sair taial, doubt- 
less ; but think of the Book of Ages, neighbour, think of the 
promise!’ 

‘And I do think of it, neighbours, and I bless God that I 
can think of it, even in the wrack and ruin of a’ that ’s nearest 
and dearest to me. But to be the fother of a castaway, a profli- 
gate, a blood;;^ Zipporah, a mere murderess I 0, how will the 
wfoked exult m the hi^h places of their wickedness ! — the prel- 
atists, and the latitudinarians, and the hand-waled murderers, 
whose hands are hard as horn wi’ handing the slaughter- weapons ; 
they will push out the lip, and say that we are even such as 
themselves. Sair, sair I am grieved, neighbours, for the poor 
castaway, for the child of mme old age ; but sairer for the 
stumbli^-blook and scandal it will be to all tender and honest 
souls 1 ’ 

‘Davie, winna siUer do ’t t ’ insinuated the Laird, still proffer- 
ing his green purse, which was foil of guineas. 

‘I t^ ye, Dumbiedikes,’ said Deans, ‘that if telling down 
my haill sul^noe could hae saved her frae this black mare^ I 
wad hae walked out wi’ naethiiur but my bonnet and my staff 
to beg an awmous for God’s si^ and ca’d mysell an happr 
man. But if a dollar, or a plack, or the ninetemith part w a 
boddle wad save her open guilt and open shune nae K»en 
punishment, that purehaise wad David De^ never nu^ Nil 
na; an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, life for lifo^ ^xoa 
for blood : it’s the law of man, and it’s the law of God. Leate 
me, nrs — leave me; I maun warstle wi' this tri^ in ]^vaef 
and on my knees.’ , ^ 

Jeani^ now in senne degree restored to the power of 
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joined in iiie same xeqnast The neit da; finind the fidlier 
and daughter still in tiie deptii oi affliction, but t}» &th.ar 
stomly his load of ill throngh a proud sense of 

ieligM>aB wfy, and daughtra ansous^su^tessi^ W own 
feelings to avoid agtm awa&ening his. Thus vras it with the 
afflicted unt^ the mommg after Porteons’s deatili, a 

pntiod at vl^ ve ate now airived. 



CHAPTER XI 


Ib all the eouneel that we two have ihaxedt 
The osteiB’ towb, the hours that we have spent 
When we haye cldd the hasty-footed time 
For partiug os — Oh I and is all forgot ? 

Midsfwmmer NigMa jDrsom. 

W E have been a long while in oonduoting Sutler to tlie 
door of the cottage at St Leonard’s ; yet tbe sp^ 
which we have occupied in the preceding narratiTe 
does not exceed in length that which he actually spent oh 
Salisbury Crags on the morning which succeeded the execution 
done upon Porteous by the rioters. For this delay he had his 
own motives. He wished to collect his thoughts, strangely agi- 
tated as they were, first by the melancholy news of Deans’s 
situation, and afterwards by the firightfm scene which he had 
witnessed. In the situation also in which he stood with resp^ 
to Jeanie and her £»ther, some ceremony, at least some ohoioe 
of fitting time and season, was neoessa^ to wmt utou tbrna. 
Eight in the morning was then the ordinary hour for break- 
and he resolved tiiat it should arrive bmore he made his 
appearance in their cottage. 

Never did hours ^s so heavily. Butler drifted his nlaoe 
and milarged his circle to while away the time, and^ heard ^ 
huge bell of St. Giles’s toll each sucoestive hour in swdling 
tones, which were instan^ attested by those of the othm 
steejues in succession. Be had heard seven struck in, this 
manner, vdien he b^^ to think he might venture to appHNwh 
nearer to St. Lecmara’s, from whidi he was still a mile 
Aocordindy he descended from his lo% station as low as tiie 
bottom of the valley whidi divides Salisou^ Crags firoia tibose 
small rodra ^ch take their name frcnn St. Lecnard. It i% 
as many of my readers may know, a de^ wild. gtasQr walky, 
scattoed witii hum rodm fisa^euts idiioh haine deaOtlmea 

fiom the oUfGs and steep ascent to the east 
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reoort <a tiie gaUants of tiie time vho bad affiun of boaonr to 
discosa with tiw swotd. Duds were then Ytaj commcm in 
Scotland, for the gentry were at once idle, haughty, fierce^ 
divided b;^ ftotion, and addicted to intemperance, so that there 
lacked nmther provocation nor inclination to resent it when 
given; and the sw<»d, which was part of every gentieman’s 


enoes. When, ih«e£»e, Butler observed a youi^ man sknlk- 
ing, apparenftiy to avoid diservation, amcmg the scattered rocks 
at some distance from the fbot^th, he was naturallv led to 
suppose that he had sought this lonely spot upon that evil 
errand He was so stron^y impressed with this that, notwilh- 
s^ding his own distress of mind, he could not, according to 
his sense of duty as a clergyman, ^s this person without 
^peddfig to him. ‘ There are times,^ thought he to himself 
^when we slightest interference may avert a great calamity — 
when a word spoken in season may do more for prevention 
thaw the doquence of Tully could do for remedying evil And 
for my own grie^ be they as they may, I shall feel them the 
lighter if they divert me not from the prosecution of my duty.' 

Thus thinking and feelmg, he quitted the ordinary path 
and advanced nearer the object he bad noticed. The man at 
first directed hie course towards the hill, in order, as it appeared 
to avoid him ; but when he saw that Butler seemed disposed 
to fiiHow lum, he adjusted bis hat fiercely, turned round and 
c^e forward, as if to meet and defy scrutiny. 

V' Butier had anm^rtunity of accurately studying his features 
as they advanced slowly to meet each other. The stiang^ 
seemed about twenty-five yeare old. His dress was of a kind 
whidi could Imrdly be said to indicate his rank with certainty, 
for it wee such as^ 3 ronng gentiemen sometimes wore uhim 
on active ezensse in the mormsg, and which, ther^re, was 
imitated Ify those of the in^or ranks, as young cledks and 
tiadesmeiL beoause its cheapness rendered it attmnable, while 
it a^roamted more neatly to the afpard of youths of feshion 
than any o&er whitii the rnannme of the tunes permitted thmn 
to tvear. If his air tod manner oonid be tirosted, however, 
this Iwrsoa seemed ratiier to be dteeeed under thto above hfe 
t^; for Ms carriage was bold and someahat 8i!i^)e»aikina, 
hn stqp easy and free; Us mannw daring and unotostitoaed. 
lEBs stature was of the mid& sise, m latiimr above it, his linfos 
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irafl-pcopcotioii^ not JO W to i«jbr 
dniBsmess. Hia fiwtutes ireie aaooiaia<^yfaa>W)W^ 
aimot him would bava boeu intonetin^ «od vmgomumftg^, 
fer that indesaibaUe expeasiou which halutpt diiwiyittiawi 
raves to the oouateuano^ jmed a oerteiu audaoi^. iu 
fook aad nuumOT, ci <hat tood whkh is often assouBked ae a 
mask &x oonfosiou and a|ipi;dbienaon. 

Bttdm: and tiie strange met, surveyed eaoh other; whoa, 
as the latter, subtly touching his hat, was about to pass by 
him, Butler, while he returned the salutalhm, observed, * A 
morning, «r. You are on the hill early.’ 

‘ I have business here^’ said the young man, in a tone meant 
to repress further inqui^. 

‘ I do not doubt it, sir,’ said Butler. ‘ I trust ]rou will for- 
give my hoping that it is of a lawfol kind!’ 

‘Bir,’ said the other with marked suqiriBe, ‘ I never forgive 
impertinenoe, nor can I conceive what title yon have to hope 
anything about what no way concerns you.’ 

‘I Mu_a soldier, sir,’ saia Butler, ‘and have a ohaige to 
arrest evil-doers in the name of my Master.’ 

‘ A soldier I ’ said the young man, stepping back and fiercely 
laying his hand on his sword — ‘ a soldiw, and arrest me ! Bid 
you i^kon what your life was worth before you took the 
oommission upon you!’ 

‘ You mistake me, sir,’ said Butler, gravely; ‘neither my war- 
fiire nor my warrant are of this world. I am a preacher of the 
Gospel, and have power, in mv Master’s name, to command 
the peace upon et^ and good-will towards m^ wfai(fo was 
proclaimed with the Gospel’ 

‘ A minister 1 ’ said the .stranger; carelessly, and with an 
expression approaching to scorn. ‘ 1 know the gentlonmi^ of 
your (dotil^ in Scotland claim a strange right of intermeddling 
with men’s private affairs. But I have been abroad, and know 
better than to be priest-ridden.’ 

‘Sir, if it be true that any of my cloth, "ot, it mig^ be 
more decently said, of my oaU^, inteifore inth mm’s p^in^e 
a&irs, for the grataficatum either of idle curiosity or for Worse 
motives, you cannot have learned a better lesson abroad^ fhan 
to contWn such praotaces. But, in my Master’s work, k ae| 
oalled to be busy in season and out of season ; aad^ otettefo^ 
as I am of a pure motive, it were better for me to 
omtenpt fiir qteakmg than the oteection of 
iRt bcmg aileat.’ - : ■ ; 
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*In ^name of tiio doril 1 * said theyoaag num, impatieDilTV 
'say i^t yaa have to say, then ; thoo^ whom you taWo 
for, or what earthly ocmoem you can have with m^ a stnmgmr 
to you, or with my aetions and motiyes, of whi^ you can 
know BOthin& I cannot ooujecture for an instant.’ 

‘ You are about^' said Butler, ‘to violate one of your country’s 
wisest laws, you aro about — whidb is much more dreadM — to 
violate a law which God Himself has implanted within our 
nature and written, as it were, in the table of our hearts, to 
wMch every thrill of our nerves is responsive.’ 

‘ And what is the law you speak of t ’ said the stranger, in a 
hollow and somewhat disturbed accent 

‘Thou shalt do no mubdeb,’ said Butler, with a deep and 
solemn voice. 

The young man visibly started, and looked considerably 
appalled. Butler perceive he had made a fovourable im- 
pression, and resolved to follow it up. ‘ Think,’ he said, ‘ young 
man,’ laying his hand kindly upon the stranger’s shoulden 
‘ what an annul alternative you voluntarily choose for yourself 
to kill or be killed. Think what it is to rush uncalled into the 
pres^oe of an offended Deity, your heart fermenting with evil 
passions, yova hand hot from the steel you had been niging, 
with your best skill and malice, against the breast of a fwow- 
oreature. Or, supmse yourself the scarce less wretched sur- 
vivor, with the gout of (kiin, the first murderer, in your heart, 
with his stamp utou your brow — that stamp, which strudk 
idl who Msed on him with unutterable horror, and by which 
the muraem is made manifest to all who look upon him. 
Think ’ 

The stranger gradually withdrew himself firom under the 
hand of his monitor ; andt pulling his hat over his brows, thus 
interrupted him. ‘ Tour meraing, sir, I daresay, is excellent, but 
you are throwing your advice away. I am not in this place 
with violent intentions against any one. I may be bad enough 
— youpriests say all m^ are so — but I am here for the purpose 
of savmg lifo not of tsddi^ it away. If yon wish to ^nd 
your time tather in doing a good action than in talking s^ut 
you know not whai« I will give you an opportuni^. Do you 
see yondm* crag to we ri^t^ over which ajpears the chmau^ 
of a fone Imnse i Go thiwmr, inquire for one Jeanie Deans, the 
dau^iter al tin goodman ; let her know that he she wots of 
xen^ihied here firm ^ybreak till this hour, expecting to see 
heo^ and that he can alnde iu> longer. Tell her ^ meet 
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me at tiw Himtet*a Bog as tile moon nsea fcdind 

Anthony’s HilL onr ^ maim a cbi^etate maai ^ iSi.' 

‘Who or vhat are yoo,* replied Ba^, exeeeditigly’ laid 
most unpleasantly surprised, ‘who ohaige me with ww mi 
errandt’ 

‘ I am the devil I ’ answered the young man, hastiik. 

Butler stq>p^ instanotively and eommended hiBWldf 
internally to Heaven ; for, though a wise and strong-nmided 
man, he was neither wiser nor more strong-minded tl^ these 
of his age and education, with whom to disbelieve witcheraA 
or roeotres was held an undeniable proof of atheism. 

llie stranger went on without observing his emotion. ‘ Test 
call me Apofiyon, Abaddon, whatever name you shall <hoose, as 
a clergyman acquainted with the upper and loww circles of 
spiritual denomination, to call me l^, you shall not find an 
app^tion more odious to him that hems it than is mine own.’ 

This sentence was spoken with the bitterness of self-up- 
braiding, and a contortion of visage a^lutely dmnoniacsd. 
Butler, though a man brave by principle, if not by constitution, 
was overawed ; for intensity of mental distress nas in it a sort 
of sublimity which repels and ovmawes'all men, but espemidly 
those of Iwd and s^pathetic dispositions. Ihe stranger 
turned abruptly from Butler as he spoKe, but instantly retnn^ 
and, coming up to him closely and Wdlv, said, in a fierce^ de- 
termined tone, ‘ I have told you who ana rriiat I am ; ^o and 
what are you t What is your name t ’ 

‘ Butler,’ answered the person to whom this alnrupt question 
was addressed, suiprised into answering it bv the sudden and 
fierce manner of tne querist — ‘Beubcm Butler, a preadierof 
the Gospel’ 

At this answer, the stranger again plucked more deep over 
his brows the hat which he had thrown nack in his former agita- 
tiim. ‘ Butler 1 ’ he repeated, ‘ the assistant of the sdioolmaster 
at Liberton t ’ 

‘ The same,’ answered Botier, compoi^y. 

The stranger covmnd his fime with his hand, as if on raddmt 
reflection, and then turned away ; but stomiM vAea ^ 
WBdked a few ptmes, and seeing Butler f^w him with hm 
eyes, <»lled out in a stem yet suppressed tone, just as if he had 
exactly c^cidated that his accents should not be heard a yard 
beyoim the spot on which Butler stood. ‘ ^ your way and 
do mine errand. Do not look aftw me. n either desbiind' 

^onj^ the bowels of these rocks, xm vanuh in a fladi 
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and yat tiie «{y« tha^ seeks to tzaoe mj vaoiami sbaB have 
xeasoa to onne it was ever shrouded W ^idid or eyelasL 
Begoae, and look not helund you. Teu Jeanie Deans that 
when the moon rises I shall ocpect to meet her at Niool 
Musohat’s Cairn, beneath St. Anthony’s GhapeL’ 

As he uttmed these words, he turned uid took the road 
against the hi^ with a haste that seemed as peren^tory as his 
tone of authority. 

Dreading he knew not what of additioiud misery to a lot 
rdiioh seemed li^e capable of r^iying augmentation, and 
desperate at the idea that any living man should dare to send 
so extraordinary a request, couched in terms so imperious to 
the half-betrothed object of his early and only affection, Butler 
strode hastily toward the cottage, in order to susoertain how 
&r this daring and rude gallant was actually entitled to press 
on Jeanie Dimuis a request which no prudent, and scarce any 
modest, young woman was likely to comply with 

Bntier was by nature neither jealous nor superstitious; yet 
the feelings which lead to those moods of the mind were rooted 
in his he^ as a portion derived from the common stock of 
humanity. It was maddening to think that a profli^to gallant, 
such as the manner and tone of the stranger evinced him to be, 
should have it in his power to command forth his future bride 
and plighted true love, at a place so improper and an hour so 
unseasonable. Yet the tone m which the stranger spoke had 
nothing of the soft half-breathed voice proper to toe seducer 
who Boucits an assignation ; it was bold, fierce, and imperative, 
and had less of love in it than of menace and intimidation. 

The suggestions of supmetition seemed more plausible, had 
Butler’s mmd been very accessible to them. Was this indeed 
the Boasi^ lion, who goeto about seeking whom he may 
devour t ^uiis was a question which pressed itself on Butler’s 
mind with an earnestness that cannot be conceived V todse 
who live in toe pr^nt day. The fiery eye, toe abrupt de- 
meanour, toe occasionally harsh, yet studioudy subdued, tone 
of voiw; toe features, l^dsome, but now clouded with pride, 
now disturbed by spspicimi, now inflamed wito passion ; those 
duk hand eyes whito he smnetimes shaded with his cap, as if 
he were averse to^ have tomu seen while toey were oocnmed 
with keenly observing the motions and heariog of othnra^ — tl^ 
eyes that wmenorr tnrbid mto mtouuholy, now gleaming with 
sDom, and now sparkling wito feity — was it toe passions of a 
mWL vmM’ they or toe emotoms of a fiend, whq 
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aedos, and seeks in mn» to oonoeal his fiendish designs under 
the borrowed mask of manly beauto t The wfade partocA of 
^ mien, language, and port of the ruined azdbsi^tel j and» 
imp^ectly as we naye b^ able to deseribe it^ toe effeet df 
toe interview upon Butler’s nerves, shaken as were at 
time by toe horrors of toe preoedbg night, was grea^ todn 
his unaerstanding warranted, or his pride cared to submit to« 
The very place where he had met this singular person was 
desecrated, as it were, and unhaUowed, owing to many violent 
deaths, boto in duels and by suicide, which hM in former times 
taken place there; and toe place whito he had named as a 
rendezvous at so late an hour wm held in general to be accursed, 
from a frightful and cruel murder which had been there com- 
mitted, by the Tnretoh from whom toe place took its nmne^ upon 
toe person of his own wife.^ It was m sudh places, aooorcBng 
to toe bdief of that period, when toe laws against witchcram 
were still in fresh observance, and had even mtely been acted 
upon, that evil spirits had power to make toemmves visible 
to human eyes, and to practise upon toe feelings and senses of 
mankind. Suspicions, founded on such circumstances, rushed 
on Butler’s mind, unprepared as it was, bv any previous course 
of reasoning, to deny that which all of his time, oounl^,^ and 
profession Itelieved ; but common sense rejected these vain ideas 
as inconsistent if not with possibility, at least with toe general 
rules by which the umverse is governed — a deviation from 
which, as Butler well argued witn himself ought not to be 
admitted as probable upon any but the plamest and most 
incontrovertible evidence. An earthly lover, however, or a 
young man who, from whatever cause, had toe right of exer- 
cising such summary and unceremonious authority over toe 
oUe<^ of his long-settled, and apparently sincerely iretumed, 
smection, was an object scarce less appalling to his mind than 
those whito superstition suggested.' 

BSs limbs exhausted with frtigue, his mind harassed with 
imxiety. and with painful doubts and recollections, Butler 
draggea himself up toe ascent from toe vaQ^ to St LfepnapTa 
Crags, and present himself at the door of Beans’s habitation, 
wito feelings mudh akin to toe miserable reflections and ftars 
of its inhabitants. 

« See Huic]iat*s Calm. Note 14. 
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CHAPTER XII 


nmi die fltretcli’d out her lily hand* 

And for to do her best ; 

*Hae ha<^ thy fdth and troth, Willie, 

God gio thy aoul good rest 1 ’ 

OtdMLlad. 

IB,* aBBweved the low and sweet-toned voice he 
f loved best to hear, as Batler tapped at the door of the 
Vw>4 cottage. He lifted the latch, ana feund himself under 
the roof of aSliotion. Jeanie was unaUe to trust herself wi& 
more than one glance towards her lover, whmn dm now met under 
oifoumstanoes so agonking to her feelings, and at tibe same time 
so humblmg to hcmest pride. It is weU known that much 
bodi of what is good and baa in the Scottish national oharaoter 
arises out of the intimacy of tlmir &mily oozmexions. * To be 
oome ci h<mest fdk,’ that is, of people who have borne a fidr 
and unstained r^utation, is an advantage as highly prized 
amonff the lower Scotch as the emphatic connteroart^ ^ to be of 
a good &mily,* is valued among their gentir. ^e worth and 
respectability of one member of a peasants ftmily is always 
accounted by themsdves and others not only a matto of hon^ 
prhie, but a guarantee for the good conduct of the whde. On 
the contrarv, such a melancholy stam as was now flung on one 
of the childm of Beans eztmii^ its disgrace to all connected 
with him, and Jeanie felt herself lowered at once m her own 
^66 and m those of her lover. It was in vain that she re- 
pressed tys feeling, as fer subordinate and too selfish to be 
railed idth hen: smow fer her sistmr’s oahunity. Nature pre- 
va^M ; and white she shed tears hr her sister^s distress and 
danger, thm mbgted with ttem bitter drops of giief for her 
own degpradaticm. 

As Butler entered, the old man was seated by the fire with 
hk wdl-wom ^ket BiUe in his hands, the companion of" the 
wimderings aid dangars of hk youth, and bequeathed to him 
on the sSbffdid by one of those who^ in the year 1686, sealed 
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tiinr cnthnoaslb i^nadplsa irith %tos4. !I!1 m not Mfit 
its la^ tfarooi^ a omu aindow at tins aid aw^ monIi 
* shining mott^ tbroi^ the ndc,’.to oh the a apwm i o ii of a 
hard of that tune and eoimh^, iilaasined Ihe my hun the 
old man and the snored pam nfluidi he stodied. His feateaSi 
fu firom handsoBse, and Iatha^ harsh and seTSie, had yet^ fnm 
their expression oS habitual gravity and oontempt ht earthy 
Ihii^, an expresimm of sttncm dimty amidst thek sternness. 
He ooMted, in no small deg^ ^ attribates which Soatl^ 
ascribes to the ancient Scandinarians, whcna he terms ‘finn to 
inflict and stubborn to endure.’ The whole formed a picture, 
of which the lights might have been given by Eembrand^ but 
toe outline wouti have required the force and vigour of Michael 
Angela 

Deans lifted his eye as Butler enter^ and instantly with- 
drew it, as from an object whito gave him at (moe surprise and 
radden pain. He had assumed suto ^h ground with this 
oamal-witted scholar, as he had in his pride term^ Butler, toat 
to meet him of all men under feelings of humiliation aggra- 
vated his misfertune, and was a consummation like that of the 
dying toief in the old ballad — ‘Earl Percy sees my fell 1 ' 

Dwuis^ raised the BiUe with his left hand, so as partly to 
screen his fece, and puttiim back his right as fer as he could, 
held it towards Butler in toat position, at the same time tid- 
ing his body from him, as if to prevent his seeing toe work^ 
of his oountenanoa Butler clasped tiie extended hand which 
Imd supported his orphan inflinoy, wept ov« it, and in vaia 
endeavoured to say more than the words — ‘ God comfert you — 
God comfort you I ’ 

‘He will — He doth, my friend,’ said Beans, assuming firm- 
ness as he discovered the rotation of his guest j ‘ He doto now, 
and He will yet more, in lus own gude tim& I have been ower 
proud of my suflerings in a gude cause, Beul^ and now I am 
to be tried with those whilk will turn my pride and gl<»y into 
a reproach and a hissing. How mu(^ better 1 hae tooi^bt 
mysefl than them that lay saft^ fed sweet, and tonnk de^ 
when I was in the moss-h^ and moors, wi' ipreoious Donaia 
f>inwrfm, and worthy Mr. Backadder, called Guessagma; and 
how proud 1 was o’ made a spectacle to men and asgsht 
having stood on thtor i»lh»y at the Ctoiai^te afore I waa ifteen 
years for the cause of a National Oovenantl To toMlw 
Iteubei^ that I, wha hae been see houniied and exalted in jmy 
nay, when I vma hnta haffl^aa calbn^ and ^hs»h<imi 
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testimony again tiie defections o* the tim^ yearly, monthly, 
d^y, hourly, minutely, striving and testifying wxtii uplift^ 
hand and voice, crying aloud, and s{»ring not, a^ai^ all 
great national snar^ as the nation-wasting and chmm-sinldng 
abomination of union, toleration, and ^tronage, imposed by 
tile last woman of that unhappy race of Stewa^ ali^ against 
the infringements and invasions of the just tK)wers of elder- 
ship, whereanent I uttered my paper, called a “ Cry of an 
Howl in the Desert^” printed at the j^w-head, and sold by 
aU flying stationers in town and country — and new — ^ 

Here he paused. It may well be supposed that Butler, 
though not absolutely coinciding in all the eood old man’s 
ideas about church government, had too much consideration 
and humanity to interrupt him, while he reckoned up wiA 
conscious pride his suffermgs, and the constancy of ^ testi- 
mony. On the contrary, wnen he paused under the influence 
of the bitter recollections of the moment^ Butler instantly 
threw in his mite of encouragement 

‘You have been well known, my old and revered friend, a 
true and tried follower of the Cross ; one who, as St Jerome 
hath it, infamiam et honamfamam grasmri ad immortali- 
raich may be freely rendered, “who rusheth on to 
immortal life, through bad report and good report” You have 
been one of those to whom the tender and fearful souls cry 
during the midnight solitude — “Watchman, what of tlm 
night ? — Watchman, what of the night ? ” And^ assuredly, this 
heavy dispensation, as it comes not without Divine permission, 
so it comes not without its special commission and usa’ ^ 

‘I do receive it as such,’ said poor Deans, retuminff the 
gmsp of Butler’s hand; ‘and, if I have not been taught to 
read the Saipture in any other tonme but my native Scot- 
tish (even in his distress Butler’s Latin quotation had not 
escaped his notice), 1 have, nevertheless, so learned thes^ that 
I trust to bear even this crook in my lot with submission. 
But oh, Reuben Butler, the kirk, of whilk, though unworthy, I 
have yrt been thought a polished shaft, and meet to be a pillar, 
holthng, from my youth upward, the pl^ of ruling elder — - 
what will lights(nne and pro&ne wink of the guide* that 

x 1 J! “Lli A !11 XV. 




take up tkeir aong and tkeir reproach, uWi they sm that t£e 
children of profiamns axe Ikble to as fool ba c taJ i ding as tibe 
offspring Belial 1 ]ltot I will bear my cross 'witk the oom&n^ 
that whatever Showed like goodness in me or mine, was Imt 
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like ^ H^t that dunes ftae cneq^ insects, m the fafaMjde, 
in A dark xiight : it kythes bright to the ee, beoaose aU is dark 
axoimd it ; but ^en the mom comes on Ihe momitaiii% it is 
bat a pair craidiiig kail-worm after a’. Azsi sae it diowi wi^ 
mj of human righteousness, or formal law-wodc, lhat we 
may pit round us to coyer our shame.* 

As he pronounced these words, the door again opmied, and 
Mr. Bartoline Saddletree entered, his three-pointed Imt set fiyr 
back on his head, mth a silk handkerchief beneath it, to keep 
it in that cool position, his gold-headed cane in his hand, and 
his whole deportment that of a wealthy burgher, who might 
one day look to haye a share in the magistracy, if not actuwy 
to hold the curule chair itself 

Eochefoucault, who has tom the veil from so many foul 
gangrenes of the human heart, says, we find something not 
^together unpleasant to us in the misfortunes of our best 
friends. Mr. Saddletree would have been yery angry had any 
one told him that he felt pleasure in the disaster of poor Effie 
Deans and the disgrace of her family : and yet there is great 
^[uestion whether the gratification of playing the person of 
importance, in^iring, investigating, and laying down the law 
on the whole affair, aid not offer, to say the Ic^t, full consola- 
tion for the pain which pure sympathy gave him on account of 
his wife’s kii^woman. He haa now got a piece of real judicial 
business by the end, instead of teing obliged, as was bis 
common case, to intrude his opinion where it was neither 
wished nor wanted : and felt as happy in the exchange as a 
boy when he gets nis first new watch, which actually goes 
when wound up, and has real hands and a true^ dial^j&te. 
But besides this subject for legal disquisition, Bartoline’s brains 
were also overloaded with tne affair of Porteous, his violent 
death, and all its prohaible consequences to the city and 
community. It wae what the French call VemboArm deg 
ridieggeg, me confusion arising from too much mental wealth, 
lie walked in with a consciousness of double importance, full 
fraught with the superiority of one who possesses more infor- 
mation thAT^ the company into which he enters, and who foels a 
right to discharge his learning on them without mercy. * Good 
morning, Mr, Deans. Good-morrow to you, Mr. Butler ; 1 ims 
not aware that you were acquainted with Mr. Deims,* 

Butler made some i^ht answer ; his reasons may be lea^ 
imagined for not making his <x)nnexion with the foa^y^ whic£§> 
kms eyes, had something of tender mystery, a frequent 
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Its 

fdyeet of otmTvrscdtm witii iDcBIfeMat pMSoiuib sttob M Sttchlfe* 
trea 

w(nr &7 boigher, m tiio sdf-in^acteDO^ 

now sate down i^on a dtiair, wiped liia brow, ooUeoted bis 
breidb, and made tbe first experiment of the resolved pirii of 
his lungs, in a deep and dignified lesemlfiing a groan in 
sound and intonation ^ * Awfn’ tunes these^ neij^bour Beans 
— awfii’ rimes 1’ 

‘Sinfh’, shamefu’, Httmn-daring times,’ answered Beans, in 
a low» and more subdued toa& 

‘For my part^' continued Saddletree, swelling witii impor- 
tance, ‘wmit be^een the distress of my friends and my poor 
auld country, ony wit that ever I had may be said to nave 
abandbned me, sae that I sometimes tiiink m]^lf as ignoi^t 
as if I were rustioos. Here when 1 arise in the moniing, 
wi’ tm mind just arranged touching what ’s to be done in 
puir ]^e’s misfortune, and hae gotten the haill statute at my 
miger-mids, the mob maun get up and string Jock Poi^us to 
a ^vster’s beam, and ding a’tiiing out of my head again.’ 

Beeply as he was chstressed wim Ins own domestic calamity. 
Beans could not help expressing smne interest in tiie news. 
Saddletree immediately entered on details of the msuneotion 
and its consequences, while Butler took the occasion to seek 
some private conversation with Je^e Beans. She ^ve him 
the c^rportunity he sought, by leaving tiie room, as if m prose- 
cution of some part of her morning labour. Butler followed 
her in a few minutes, leavii^ Beans so closely engag^ by his 
busy visitor tiiat tiiere was little chance of his ob^rving their 

l^e scene of tiieir interview was an outer apartment, where 
Jeanie was used to busy herself in arranging the productions of 
her ^ry. _ When Batimr found an opportunity of steal^ alter 
her into this place, he found her silent, dejeci^ and r^y to 
burst into tears. Instead (tf the active industry with which Ab 
had bem accustomed, even while in the at^ of speakii^, to 
mnploy her hands in stmie urofhl brandi of household bnriness,- 
she was seated listless in a comer, sinking apparently under the 
w^ht of hex own thoi^hts. Tet tlm^ instant he mriiered, ehe 
dried her ^es, md, with the sifflplidty a^ (^enness m her 
character, iimnediately entered on convmuaticm. 

‘1 am gkd Tou have conm in, Mr. ^tiei^’ said ‘for — 

for — for I wished to tdl y& ths^ all maam be ended between 
yon and mo; it’sbestfrir baithoarsakee.’ 



TBE «&A»r i» 

‘ Ended r Mid Bailer, k i *iiMd fitr ddnei iiiii|ild it 

be ended! I gnat thie ie « Maty diiiMMKtieB, Inl It^liM 
nntiier «t you door aor nfan « it^ aa evfl ef Eodie MiipM 
and it must be borne; bet it Mdmot blank ]^i^ttd bio^ 
Jennie, eiiiie ^bsf ibat pUg^ted tb^ 'word ebdi towep it>* 
‘But, BeulMmi'^aaid tae yoong eoma^ ieokiiig at iUM affi»<> 
tionatdy, ‘ 1 Ben wael Ibat ye tuidc mair of me Ibea yoandf | 
and, Beuben, I can only in lequital think mair of mnr mal 
tium my am. Te ate a man of ^tiiese name, bred to Qod’a 
ministry, and a’ men say that ye will some day rise high in tin 
kirk, tfoi^ poverty keep ye down e’ot now. Poverty u a bad 
baok'friend, Mabem and that ye ken ower weel : but iU-Bunh 
is a want ane, and tnat is a tmtii ye sail never team tiurottgh 
my means.’ 

‘ What do you mean ! ’ said But^r, eageiiy and hnpatientiy ; 

* or how do you oonneot your aiater’s guilt, |^t there be, 
wfaioh, I trust in Gktd, may yet be diapered, wim our engage- 
ment! How can that affect you or me ! * 

‘ How can you ask me that, Mr. Butler ! Will this stun, 
d’ ye tbmk, ever be forgott^ aa lamg as our heads are ahune 
the grand ! Will it not stick to us, and to our bairns, and to 
their r&v bairns' bairas !_ To hae the child of an honest 
man mig^t hae been sa 3 riiig Something for me and mine ; but 

to he the sister of a 0 my God ! With this mcclamataon 

her resolution foiled, and she burst into a pasidonatefit of tears. 

The lover used every effort to induce hM to compose herself 
and at len^ suooeeded ; but only resumed hw composure 
to express nmself with the same positivensss as before. 'No, 
Beub^ I ’U bring disgrace hame to nae man’s hearth ; my am 
distresses I can bear, and Lmaun bear, but thMe ia nae oooaaioa 
for biMfoliag Gmm on other folks’ shouthMs. I wiU bear^ my 
load idome : the back is made for the burden.’ 

A lover la by oharter wayward and snspieioM ; and Jeanie’a 
readiness to rmiounoe their engagemrat, undor pretence cf leal 
for his peace of mind and re«ped<ai^ty of character, seeBoed to 
poOT Butler to form a portentotm oomInBatlon with the oomn^ 
sion of the stranger he had met with that mornhig. Iffia vt^ 
folteied as he adeed, 'Whether notinng but a senM of bar 
sister’s present distress ooeaeioned her to talk in that mKhOer 
' And what else can do eae!’ she replied with dte^fotfy. 'is 
B not ten long years since we ^oke together in ^ way ! ^ 
'Tmi years!’ sud Butler. ‘It’s a long time, stifiMlift 
perhaps tor a Woman to twsdy**---’ . 
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*Toira^<rf berauM M«B,‘ 0 ud Jetaie^ *aa4 to indi fi» a 
3MW ane, if aha Ukea to be tHrave, botnot hnw atoned to iveaiy 
<tf a frie^ Hw e]re may wish ohai^ bat ^ heart seiver/ 

'Nerer I ’ said Seabes ; 'tbat’s a bold {oomue.’ 

‘Bat not mo» baaU than trae^’ said Jeaoie^ with the 
same ^oiet simpHoito triiyi attooded hw manner in joy and 
grie^ in ordinary amuxs, and in those which nuwt intarasted 

Butier i^need, and looking at her fixedly, — ‘lam charged,’ 
he said, ‘ with a meeaage to yon, Jeanie.’ 

‘Imleedl From whom t Or what can ony ane have* to say 
to me 1 ’ 

‘ It is ihun a stran^,’ said Bntler, affecting to speak with 
an uuMeraioe wluoh nis voice belied, ‘a yonng man whom I 
met this morning in the Park.’ 

‘Mercy I ’ said Jeanie, eagerly; ‘and what did he say t’ 

‘ That he did not see you at the hoar he mmected, but re- 
quired you should meet hm alone at Moschat’s Cairn this nighty 
so soon as the moon rises.’ 

‘ Tell him,’ said Jeanie, hastily, ‘ I shaU cerbdnly <»me.’ 

‘May I asl^’ said Butler, hm suspicions increasing at the 
ready alacrity of the answer, ‘who this man is to whom yoa 
are so willing to pve the meeting at a place and hour so 
unoommont’ 

‘Folk maun do mudde they have little will to do in this 
world,’ replied Jeanie. 

‘ Giant^’ said her lover ; ‘ but what compels yon to this t 
Who is this person t ^ What I saw of him was not very fitvoor- 
able. Who or what is he t ’ 

‘ I do not know I ’ replied Jeanie, composedly. 

‘You do not know!’ said Bntler, stepping impatiently 
through the apartment ‘ Ton purpose to meet a young man 
wheua you do not know, at such a timeand in a place so tonely, 
3 roa say yoa are compelled to do this, and y^ you say yoa 
do not Imow the person wlm eoercises such an iimaenoe over 
you I Jeanie, what am I to think of this f ’ 

‘Think only, Beaben, tiiat 1 speak tpth, as if I were to 
aoBwer at the last day. I do not kmi this man, 1 do even 
ken that 1 evmr saw him ; and yet I mast give him the meeting 
he asks, Aete ’s life and death upon it’ ^ ^ 

‘Will you not tdl your fether, <w take him with youl sud 
Butlsr. 

‘I cannotk’ said Jeame; ‘I have no potmiamon.’ 





•ms HEART OF MUHOTBSAH 

'WOl yoa kt fMgoukkjnmt I will mit in ilw F«d( till 
and join TOO idi«ijroa ael oak’ 

‘It is impossil^’ said Jeanie; ‘tfaer* maanaa be BMvtal 
oraatiue witlun betting of onr oonfetenoe.’ 

’Hare yoa oonsideiw wdl the natoie of wbat yon aie 
going to do t — tiie time, the plaoe, an nnknoom and soroidons 
ohaxaoterf Why, if he had asked to see you in this noose, 
year fiMher sittaig in the next loom, and within oaU, ai sadi 
an hoar, yon shoold have refused to see him.’ 

* My weird maun be fulfilled, Mr. Butler. My life and my 
safety ore in God’s hands, but i’ll not spue to risk dther of 
them on the errand I am gaun to do.’ 

‘Then, Jeanie,’ said Butler, muoh displeased, ‘we must in- 
deed bittkk short o^£^ and bid fitrewelL ^ When there oan he 
no confidence betwixt a man and his ifiighted wife on such a 
momentous topic, it is a sign that she has no longer the regard 
for him that makes their engagement safe and suitable.’ 

Jeanie looked at him and sighed. ‘I thought,’ she said 
‘ that I had brought m 3 r 8 elf to beu tins rarting ; but — but — 1 
did not ken that we were to p^ in unkindatts. But 1 am a 
woman and you are a man, it may be different wi’ you ; if 
your mind is made easier by thinking sae hardly of me, I 
would not ask you to think otherwise.^ 

‘Tou are,’ said Butler, ‘what you have always been — wiser, 
better, and less selfish in your native feelings tiiaa I oan be 
with w the helps philosophy can give to a Chnstian. But why 
— why will you persevere in an undertaking so desperate t 
Why will you not let me be your assistant, your protootu, or 
at least vonr adviser ? ’ 

‘Just because I cannot, and I dare not,’ answered Jeanie. 
' But hark, what ’s that ? Surely my fether is no weel t ’ 

In feet, the voices in the next room became obskepttontiy 
loud of a sudden, the cause of which vex^eration it is necessary 
to CTplain before we go fitrther. 

When Jeanie and Butier rethed Mr. Saddlet^ entued 
iqxin the business which diiefly interested the femily. In tits 
commencement oS thdr conversation he feund old Deans, who, 
in his usual state of mind grantor (ff propontiims, so 

muefe subdued ly a deep sense of ms dauj^ttt's danger and 
tfiagrace tiiat he heard without relying to^ or pethaps with- 
out understandings, one or two leamea disqni«ticiiis oa the 
natiire of the crime imputed to htt ohaige^ and on the sfe^ 
which oug^t to be token in omiseqaenoe. His oidj sospitt Sh 
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met mMevlstnig Ant joa muB as irad, 

foor wife’s oar fer-awa* eoadau’ 

EasoBHiged bjr thssa (^atesss of toqtaesosBOSb Saddhtree, 
wh<^ as an aa»toar of las law, had a sapteoM d^nsnes fer 
all ooBStitoted aatluritiss, again reoamd to his othw tc^o of 
iatnestk ^ marte, wawwly, Porteoas, and {nonoaiiM a 
sewsfs ssBsats on tM parties oonoeraed. 

’These ate kittle tiaws kittie times, Mr. Beans, idien tlm 
pecqile take the power of hfe and deatii oat of the huids of the 
righlfhl magutrate thdr ain roogh grip. I am opinion, 
and s& I braewe, will Mr. Croesmjioof and the privy oimnoil, 
that tais lisiiig in effeir of war, to take sway the life a 
le p iw v e d wan, wfll {neve little better than pwdaellion.’ 

‘M I hadna that tm a^ mind wfailk is ill to bear, Mr. 
Saddieti^’ said Deans, ' I wad make bold to dispnte that 
pdnt wi’ yetu’ 

* How ooald ye dispnte what 's plain law, man t * said Saddle- 
tree, someidhat ooatemptaondy ; ‘ there ’s no a oallant that e’er 
caxrM a pock wi' a preoess in\ but will tell yon that perdnel- 
fion is the want a^ maist virulent kind of treason, being 
an open oonvocMting of the king’s lieges against his Mtinwity, 
mair especially in arms, and by tonk of wnm, to baith whific 
aooeesones my een and lags Mrs witness, and mndde warse 
tihiMi lese-miyeety, or the oonoealment of a treasmiabie pnipose. 
It whma bear a dispute, ntighbonr.' 

'Bnt it wQl, thongh,’ retorted Donee Davie Deans : ‘1 tell 
ye it vrill bear a diq>iite. I never like yonr oanld, lem fermal 
dootrines, n^hbonr SadcUdme. I band nnoo littte by the 
Padiament £mnse, since the awfn’ down&ll of the bo^ of 
hooMSt tcSk that fidlowed the Eevolntion.’ 


* Bnt what wad ye has had, Mr. Deans t ’ said Saddletiee, 
impatientiy ; ’ didna w get baith Iftteriy and oonsm^je made 
fitfh and aetued by tuhde oa^ and yonr hmrs for evert’ 

’ Mr. Saddletree^’ retorted DeansL ’I ken ye are one of those 
that are wise after the mannetr of this world, aitd that ye hand 


I world, aitd that ye hand 


vow part, and east in vow portion, vri’ the hung-heads and 
umg-gowna, and kem with the smart witty-jwtea lawyera of 
^feow land. Weary on the dark and dolefa’ east that ih^ 
hae tins nnhanw kii^fdoim when th^ Mack hands of H- 
foetid warn tiasped mthered'-handaofowewwnmnrtherani 
when those vfto had nahberad the toweis of'ow Son, and 


metksd the hdwaihs ef ow Beformation, saw thsir hope tom 
IftO % warn and thsir «dofebg into wesping.’ 



WB SEBJUKI* Of uwatgm rmAK jjb 

*I Mima nadeirtaiid Bii^ib<Mr,* MMWiMd flaAflatna. 
* I am an honeat PMebjte^ M lihe Eiilc of Sootiaad, a^ 
rtaad Iqr her and the CleBeml Aaaembljr, aad the doe admia- 
igtmtioQ of jna^ h7 tike fifteeo Lorda o’ Baarion and tha frra 
Lords o’ JostiffiaiT.’ 

‘ Out upon ve, Mr. Saddletree I ’ exclaimed Batid, whoi in hi 
owortomlv or pTing his testtm<my <m the offsaoM and hacdc- 
sudiiigs of the land, forgot for a momMt his ova do m ee t i o 
oalamity — ‘ oat upon joor General Assembly, and the ImmA of 
my hand to your Goort o’ Session I Wbat is the tane bat a 
rraefo' banoh o’ 'oaaldrifo professors and ministHs, that sate 
bien and warm vben the perseoated remnant were wardliag 
wi’ hoDgM, and oaold, and fear of deaGi, and danger fire and 
sword, upon wet brae-sicb^ peat-ha^ aad fiow-moesea, and 
that now we^ oat of their lodes, Bke blaebottle floM in a 
blink of soni^ne, to take the pn’ints and places of better 
folk — of thmn that witnessed, aad testifieti^ and fought^ atul 
endnted pitj prison-hoose, and trani^rtatioa bey(»id seaat 
A bonny bike there’s o’ &eml And for yoor Oonrt o’ 
Session ’ 

‘Te may say what ye will o’ the General Assembly,’ said 
Saddletree, interrapting hiim ‘and let them eloH them that 
kens thmn ; bat as for the Lords o’ Sesmn, fini^ that th^ 
are my next-door nd^boors, I woold have ye kei^ finr yonr ain 
regnlation, that to ruse scandal went th^ whuk is termed, 
to “mormar again ” them, is a crime m pensrw — $m 
Mr. Deans ; ken ye what that amonnts to t ’ 

‘I ken little o’ the langaage of Antichrist;’ sud Deans; 'and 
I care less thw lit^ what carnal ooorto may ci^ the q^eedies 
of honest men. And as to mormar again thmn, it ’a whH a’ the 
folk that loses thdr plAs, and nine-tenths o’ than that win 
them, will be gay sore to be gnilty in. Sae I wad hae ye ken 
that I hand a' your ^g-toogaed advooatoL that self their 
knowledge for pieces of nItsi^ and yoor workOy-wise judges, 
that will gie three days of hearmgiiaeresaioe to a debate a«^ 
the pedhig of w ingan, aad noaefaalf-hoar to the Goi^ testi* 
mony, as legalists mi focmalists, ceantwandag, by seatsnoee; 
wd qmtks, and onnnaig terms of law, the kts begiH e ow s H 
(rfnatronaldefeotaoas — anioiLtQiemtion,patroDamMidTaHa- 
taw prdatio oaths. As for thwaoal and he^-jahi^ Gtwrt •* 

The habit of ooodderiag hu lifoas dedieated to hew tiNltt- 
mcmy m behalf <rf what he d ee m e d the and dawrtad 
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ci tnu i«li|Ei(Hi bad swept honeBt David along witii it 
thus &r ; bat with laaition of the oriminal ooort, Ihe leo- 
dleotkm of the diauiteotiB oooditiim of hie daughter rushed 
at onoe <m his mind ; ;he storaed diort in the midst a! his 
trinffl{diant dedaination, pressed his hands against his findiead, 
and remained silent 

Saddletree was somewhat moved, but apparently not so mn^ 
so as to indaoe him to relin^oish ihe privilege of prosing in 
his tom, afforded him bv David’s sodden silence. ‘ Nae donbt 
neighbour,’ he said, | it e a sair thing to hae to do wi’ <»urts of 
law, unless it be to improve ane’s knowledge^and pracii^^ by 
waiting on as a heater ; and touohing this unhappy anair of 
Effie — ye ’ll hae seen the dittay, doubtiess t ’ He dragged out 
of hu pocket a bundle of papers, and began to tom them over. 
‘This IS no it : this is the information of Mungo Marsport of 
that ilk, ag^st Captain Lackland, for coming on his Iwds of 
Marsport with hawk^ hounds, lying-dogs, nets, guns, cross-bows, 
hagbuts of found, or other engines more or less for destruction 
of game, sic as i^-deer, &llow-dMr, caper-cailzies, grey-fowl, 
moor-fowl, paitricks, herons, and sic-like ; he the said defender 
not being ane qualified person, in terms of the statute 1621 ; 
that is, not having ane plough-gate of land. Now, the 
defimoes proponed sav that non constat at this present what 
is a plough-gate of land, whilk uncertaintv is sufficient to 
elide the conclusions of the libel But then the answers 
to the defences — they ore signed by Mr. Crossmyloof, but 
Mr. Younglad drew them — they propone that it sigiiifies nae- 
thhig, m Aoe stattf, what or how muckle a plough-gate of 
land may b^ in reqpect the ddender has nae lands whatsoe’er, 
lees or mair. grant a plough-gate (here Saddletree 

read fitom the paper in his hand) to be less than the nine- 
teenth part oi a guse’s grass ” — 1 trow Mr. Crossmyloof put in 
that, I ken his ^le — “of a guse’s grass, what the better will 
the defender be, seeing he ha^ a (uvot-cast of land in Scot- 
land t Admeatus to JUddand duplies that, nikU intersst de 
pomssioHS, the pursuer must put his case rmdst the statute ” — 
now this is worw jpva notice^ neighbour — “and must show; 
/omaUtsr st mseiamsr, as well as gensraUter, what is the quali- 
fication that defiander Lackland does not possess : let him tdl 
me idiat a i^oughTgate of land is, and 1 ’ll tdl him if I have 
one or no. Sure^ puisuer is bound to understand his own 
Ifed and his own ststate that he fennds upon. Titius pursues 
hfesTHu to recovery ane Uaek lunse lent to Mssrius ; surely 
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he diall have jndgnmt Botif ntiaepnimellKviBi fivaM 
$earltt or erimxm IwieOi ^nbtlass he shell he bomul to lAow 
that there is sio eae enimel m rerwm natmra. No wm omi be 
lx»md to plead to nonsaas^ that is to say, to a ohame uhleh 
eaimot be ez^iuned or understood” — he’s mang were^the 
better the pleaduigs the fewer understand tiiera — “and so the 
reference unto this undefined and unintellinUe measure of land 
is, as if a penalty was inflicted by statute for any man who sold 
hunt or Imwl^ or use lying-dogs, and wearing a s^-blue pair 
of breeches, without having — But I am wear 3 rin^you, Mr. 
Deans ; we ’U pass to your ain business, though jdus case of 
hto^rt i^inst Lackland has made an unco dm in the Outer 
House. Weei, here ’s the dittay apunst pair Effie : “ Whereas 
it is humbly meant and shown to us,” eta — they are words of 
mere style — “ that whereas, bv the laws of this and every other 
well-regulated ree^ the murder of any one, more especially of 
an infimt child, is a crime of ane high nature, ana sevomy 
punishable : And whereas, without prejudice to the foreaaid 
generality, it was, by ane act made in the second session of the 
First Parliament of our most High and Dread Sovereigns 
William and Mary, especially enacted, that ane woman who 
shall have concealra her condition, and shall not be able to 
show that she hath called for help at the birth, in case that 
&e child shall be found dead or amissing, sfa^ be deemed and 
held guilty of the murder thereof ; and Ihe said foots of conceal- 
ment and pregnancy being found proven or confessed, shall 
sustun the pains of law accordingly ; yet, nevertheless, you, 

Effie or Euphemia Deans 

’ Read no forther 1 ’ said Deans, raising his head op ; ‘I 
would rather ye thrust a sword into my heart than read a 
word fiurther I 

*Weel, neighbour,’ said Saddletree, ‘I thought it wad hae 
comforted ye to ken the best and the worst o’t But the 
question is, what’s to be duneT’ 

’Nothing,’ answered Deans, firmly, 'but to sHde ^e du- 
pensation &t the Lord sees meet to send us. Oh, if it had 
been IBs will to take the grey head to rest before this awfhl 
visitation on my house and name t ^ But I& will be dime. I 
can say that yei^ though I can say little mair.’ ^ 

'But, neighbour,’ said Saddletree, ’ye’ll z^ain advooatee finr 
the pnir laamef it’s a thing maun needs be though of’ 

’u there was ae man of them,’ answered Deuis, 'that held 
fost his integrity — but I ken them wed, they ate a’ oeraal. 
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oniv; and wuid-hoiitiBf seif-setlcBn^ ToeMriMun and 
MBiMMI, tfoy MM o’ tbfliu* 

* Honk tooi neig^iboBr, j« minima taka tha mild at its 
mnL’saidSafMletree; ‘tMYSiy deilisnosaaillaslM’s aa’d; 
^ I jkaii mair than ae i^voeato that mar be said to hao snne 
intsgritjr as mel as thdr naighboais ; boat k, after a sort o’ 
o’ tbc^ aiiL’ 

‘It is indeed bat a ftshion intemty that ye irill find 
amang thmOt’ leidied David Deane, ‘ and a fiisUon of wudom, 
and ftshion of oamsl learniiw — gaang glanmns-glai^ they 
ai6; fit onW to fling the glaiks in folks’ een, m th^ pawl^ 
pol^, and earthly ingine, thmr flights and refinement and 
peoruNlB of elo^uenea, £me heathen mnperors and popish canons. 
They oanna, m that daft trash ye were reading to me, sae 
nuu^ as ca’ men that are sae ill-stured as to be Amimg their 
hands by ony name o’ the dispmsation o’ grace, but maun 
new baptize them by the names of the accursed Titus, wha 
was mMO tile instrument of burning the holy Temjde, and 
other sic like heathens.’ 

'It’s Tishias,’ intorrapted Saddletree, ‘and no Titua Mr. 
Grossmyloof cares as little about Titus or the lAtin as ye do. 
But it ’s a case of necessity : she maun hae counsel Now, I 
oould speak to Mr. Grossmyloof; he ’s weel kend for a round- 
spun Preslqrtwiam and a ruling elder to boot’ 

‘He’s a tank Yerastian,’ replied Deans: ‘one of the publio 
and polititious warldly-wise men that stuoe up to prevent ane 
general owning of the cause in the day of powmr.’ 

‘ What sy ye to the auld Le^ of Cufnbout 1 ’ said Saddle- 
tree he whiles thumps the dust out of a case ^ and weel' 

‘Hel the &UBe loonl’ answered Deans. ‘He was in his 
bandsJiers to hae joined the ungradous Highlanders in 1715, 
an they had ever had the luck to cross the Firth.’ 

‘W^ Amistont there’s a elever ohield for yel’ swd 
Bartoline, triumphantlv. 

‘Ay, to bring pcpiau medals in till their very lilnaiy firom 
that s o nism s ti o woman in the north, the Duchess of Ocraon.’ 

‘Weel, weel, but s(HBebody ye maun hae. What think ye 
o’ Eitti^untf’ 

‘He’san Aiminiaa.’ 

‘Woodsettert’ 
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1 AmH • CSoaMkB.' 

' Anld Wliillieiriiaw t ’ 

*He 's OBT liiiaf lika.* 

* Yonag Nanuto t ’ 

‘He*t BMtfaiogvt aV 

* Ye *» U1 to f Sa i M , paigfalxw,* laid Sa d dh tw a. ^Ihaafw 
omm the jiek o’ than for you, ye mann e’ea ehooee for yoor- 
sdi; hit MthinkyetbatmthemiihitodeofooaiieeUontMMf’a 
sa£^. what aay ye to tiy yonag Maifoanyiet he hae a' hk 
unde’s j^raetiquee at the ton^^’s «id.’ 

‘What), sir, wad ye speak to me^’ etelahaed the sturdy Free* 
hrtenan in exoessive wrath, ‘ahoat a man that has the hlood 
of the saints at his fingers’ ends t Didna his eme die aad gang 
to his pkoe wi’ the name of the Haidy Maokenyiet and winna 
be be kend by that name see lang m there ’s a Soots tongne 
to speak the word t If the fife of ike dear bairn that ’s imer 
a stmering dispensation, and Jean’s, aad my aia, and a’ snn- 
kind’s, depmidM on my askiiig sio a sUre o’ Satan to ^eak a 
word for me or them, they shonld a’ gae down the water the- 
gither for Davie Deans ! ’ 

It was the exalted tone in wUdi he ^ke this last sentenoe 
that broke up the oonversation betwemi Butler and Jeanie^ and 
brought them both ’bra the bouse,’ to use the language of 
the country. Here they found the poor old man hau finutie 
between gri^ and seabus m against SadifietNe’s ptopo^ 
measures nis cheek infiamed, his hand dendbed, aad nis voice 
raised, while the tear in his eye, and the oooasiimal quiver <d 
his accents, showed that his utmost efforts were inadequate to 
shaking off the consciousness of his nds^. Butler, wine* 
hensive of the consequences of his t^tation to an ugta and 
feeble frame, ventured to utter to mm a reooBUDendatioB to 
patience. 

‘ I <rai patioit,’ returned tiie old men, stemlv, 'more patient 
than any one who is alive to tiie woeful Baeksfiauigs of a nnwr- 
at^ tiiM can be patient ; end in so mudb, that I need neither 
sectarians, nor sons nor grsadsrms of sectarians, to instcaet 
my gr^ hairs how to bear my crosa’ 

‘wt^ SIT,’ ocmtinned Butier, tokaig no offenee at the dor 
oast on bis grandfiMher’s fiut^ *we mast me hnman nrneiw 
When you call in a phyneiaa, jfoa wmild not; 1 snnoB^ 
question him on the natnie of hu rdkaom prmd^eef' 

'Wad I m/’ answered DavkL 'But 1 wad, tbou^i and If 
he dkba amufy mo that he had a li^ tense <H the riphluHid 
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aed left-hand d^otions oi iJie di^, iiot«goatto«f his phgnae 
idioald gang thnmi^ my ftther’s son.’ 

It is a dangerons thing to trust to an iUnstratk^ Butler 
had dcme so and miscamed; bnl^ like a gallant soldin idien 
his mnslmt misses he stood his gioimd and diaiged ivith 
the b^net ’ This is too rigid an interpretation of your duty, 
sir. ine sun shines, and the rain desoen^ cm ^ just and 
unjust, and they are plaoed together in life in cironmstanoos 
vhioh frequently render intmoourse between them indisp^- 
sable, perhaps that the evil may have an opTOitunity of being 
omTeiied by the good, and perhajps, also, that the righteous 
might, among other trials, be subjeetod to that of occasional 
converse with the pro&ne.’ 

‘ Te ’re a silly caUmit, Beuben,’ answered Deans, ‘ witii your 
Ints of argument. CSan a man touch pitch and not be demed t 
Or what think ye of the brave and worthy champions of the 
Govoiant, that wadna sae muckle as hear a minister speak, be 
his gifts and graces as they would, that hadna witnessed amunst 
the enormities of the day I Nae lawyer shall ever spew for 
me and mine that hasna conouned in the testimo^ of the 
scattered yet lovely remnant which abode in the dins of the 
rodcs.’ 

So saying, and as if fatigued both with the arguments and 
presence of his guests, the old man aros& and seeming to Ud 
them adieu mth a motion of his head and hand, went to shut 
himsdf up in his sleeping-apartment. 

‘ It ’s thrawing his wughter’s life awa’,’ said Saddletree to 
Butler, ‘to hear hiA speak in that daft gate. Where will he 
ever ^ a Cameronian advocate t Or wha ever heard of a 
lawyer’s suffering either for ae leligimi or another t The 
lassie’s lifo is dean flung awa’.’ 

During the latter pa^ of this debate, Dumbiedikes had 
arrived at' the door, dimounted, hang the pony’s bridle on the 
usual hook, and sunk down on his ordinary settla His eyes, 
with more than their usual animation, foUowM first one speaker, 
th«a another, till he cauj^t the melancholy sense of the 
firom Saddletree’s last worda He rose firom his seat, stomped 
slowly across the room, and, coming dose up to Saddletree’s 
ear, said, in a tremulous, anxious voice, ‘Wiu — will sfller do 
naething for them, Mr. Saddletree t ’ 

‘Umphl’ said Saddletree, looking ^ve^ ‘dller will cer- 
tainly do it in tlm Parliament Houses u <my thing am do it; 
but whaie’s the siller to o(nne fintet Mr. Deans, ye see^ if3l do 
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■ and ^bou^ Mn. SadcDsfaree *» tiMir AumW imnd 
■ad ri|^t good iveel-wiAer. aad io veel dii|ioaed to jrat 
■he mtchia like to staad to he bound timgtik m toiUhm tO im 
■a expauive murk. An Oka Mend mui beer a share o* ilM 
burden, somethiBg mi^t be done^ ilka ane to be UaUe for 
their ain inpnt. 1 muua like to aee the oaae fo’ throng with* 
oat being pled ; it mdna be creditable^ for a’ that dm Tl^ig 
body says.^ 

'I ’ll — I vQl — yes (aasaming fortitade), I will be answer* 
aUe^’ said Domlnedik^ ‘ for a score of poi^ sterling.’ And 
he was silent> staring in astonishment at finding himseili oapaUe 
of satdi unwonted resolution and excessive generosily. 

' God Almighly bless ye, Ledrd I ’ said Jeanie, in a traaqHirt 
(f giatitude. 

* Te mar ca’ the twenty punds thretty,’ said Bumbtedikes, 
looking bashiiilly away from ben and towaras Saddletree 

‘That will do bravely,’ said Saddletree, rubbing his hands ; 
‘and ye sail hae a’ my skill and knowle^ to gar the siller 
gang for. 1 ’ll tape it out weel ; 1 ken how to gar tbe birkies 
tak short fees, and be glad o’ them too : it ’s only garring tbraa 
trow ye hae twa or tbree oases of importance coming <hl and 
ibey ’U work cheap to get custom. Let me alane for irai^- 
whaing an advocate. It ’s nae sin to get as mudde fine them 
for our siller as we can ; after s’, it ’s but the wind oS ibeur 
mottdi, it costs them naething; whereas in my wretched 
occupation of a saddler, horse-millinen ana hamess-midmr, we 
are out unconscionable sums just for barkened hides and 
leather.’ 


' Gan I be of no use t ’ eud Butier. ‘ My means, alas I axe 
only worth the black coat I wear ; but I am young, I owe 
much to the femUy. Gan I do nothW 1 ’ 

‘ Ye can help to collect evidence, sir,^ said Saddletree ; ‘ if we 
could but fina ony ane to say she had gien the least hint o' 
her condition, she wad be browht aff wi’ a wat finger. Mr. 
Gtossm^oof toll’d me sae. “^e crown,” says he, ‘‘eanna be 
maved to prove a positive ” — was’t a positive or a negative they 
oonldna be ca’d to prove! it was the tone or the tithw o’ th^ 
lam sure, and it nudcsna mudde matter vddlk. ‘‘ Wherefoe^’' 
says he, “tbe libel maun be redargued by the panel ptofiag 
1^ defences. And it eanna be doim otherwise.” ^ 


‘But tbe fiuft, tir,’ argued Butler — ‘the fiwt that this pooir • 
sM has borne a dmd : surely the crown lawyers imist pnw 
Sb^t’ saidBatieE. 


vouni— » 



wo 
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8Mhtn» pMuad m au mm atj '•yn 1i» timm ^ Jkmbi»- 
diheiy nhaek tiKwwii^ m if it iMdi bsev fimSt m • WTOtk 
fin* i fd kmm a , to ti»o*hoi, Mwiiai • aom afithe 

■ '■ 0 " . yi Hgi fibddlatoea^aftsr him gi«T« Iwai* 

talmi f ^QBfaartiaMUf' that it a. tfaav to be feo^as tla 
OfMurtaffl mom foil; dedan bjras H^aaoBotor at tAanaaiy in 
oonunon form ; bat 1 fumy that job ’a done already, fto ahe las 
oonfaMod faet gult.’ 

‘Confeamd Asmardart’ enclaimarl Jeanie^ wiA a< Mtsam 
t ka fir iilf sIbcI. 

*No, Ididn>aOTtbat,*iqplisdBaBtoBaiBt ^BotAseo afa B cd 
beaaBetiie>bah&’^ 

* And what became of it^ then t ’ aaid Jeanie ; ‘ for not sword 
ooaU I gto iamt bar bat bitter ai^ and teaan.’ 

‘She aajw it was tabsn sway fissa her by the woman in 
whoaa hooM it was bonir and idia a a riotod bm at the than' 

'And who was that wmnaat’ said Botien ‘Sorely W bm 
mama the tm(h might b» diaaovKad Who was she t I will 
flytohardbrootly’ 

' i wisb^’ said DomMeddBae^ *1 were at Toang andas aappto 
asyoa^aadhad tiieipft of tbagahaswe^’ 

* Wow is afast’ again leiteiatedt Butter, impatiently. *1(10 
oeaki ^at womam bet’ 

‘Ay,, whs kens tkt lot boradlr* said Sadfietree; *ali0 
depOM ftother, and deelmad. to answer that intornwatoiy.’ 

‘ Than to i e ta m wnlll instantly aaid Bottar ^ ‘fiaew^ 
Jeanie.’ Then ooming dose an to her — ‘Take no roal atm 
tiB you leas fimm met F aeowul I *' and he imme d bi toly lalt the 
oettoga. 

‘I wad gang t(^’ said tiie landed paeprietor in enamdea^ 
jeeloiti^ andrepiniagtone^ ‘batsay peeny winnafortoelift o’ 
me gang ony other read thoa jnk ftae Bomlnadikes to tins 
honae-rad and aee sbaight badb again.' 

‘lYwTl 00 bettor tor toem,’ mid SaddleaHer os they kA- the 
honae tog eth e r ^ ‘ by sending me the torefely panda* 

‘^HreMy pamdst’ fa ea i toito d Boaiiadilito, 'dbs waenewent 
of tibn renw of tboas em udueb bnd mfliiaesdlus genss od l y . 
‘Itofeeaidi l aa is i n iiantofc* 

^ i hnVn^Oid^Ua^ “thid. wm under protostation to 
addraaakjanidsDyii-emTnibHntotosnisnd year lAel, and 
ideit tinait^’ 

1 1 I dhma mind that I did,’ aimwwnf HiMbjedibna 
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*Bat wfastoTor I said I II stand to.’ Hma bestmllbg Itis stood 
with scmie diffioolty, he added, ‘Dinnajre think poor Jeoide’s 
em wi’ the tears in them maiioed like lamonr beads, Hr. 
Saddletieor 

’I Imnna mndcle about women’s emi, , Laird,’ rqtlied the 
insenmble Bartoline ; ’and I care jnst as little. 1 wnss I were 
as weel free o’ tiieir teaffaes ; thwif^frw wiTOs,’ he added, leo* 
ollecting the neoesaty <n keeping^ np his chstac^ for domes^ 
mle, ‘are under better command than mine, Laird. 1 idlow 
neither p er due i B op nor lsse*aiinest]r smunsS mw sorsteuin 
authority.’ 

The Lsnrd saw nothing so important in this obserration as 
to call for a rejoinder, wd when they had exchanged a mute 
salutatimi^ they parted in peeiee wpon their diAienleRands. 



CHAPTER XIII 

1 H wamat that fellow from drowning, were the dbip no atronger 
than a nnt-ahelL 

Th^ Tempeat, 

B utler felt neither £%tigiie nor want of refreshment, 
although, from the mode in whioh he had spent the 
nighty ne might well have been overcome with either. 
But in the earnestness with which be hastened to the assistance 
of the sister of Jeanie Deans he for^t belli. 

In his &rst progress he walked with so rapid a pace as almost 
approached to running, when he was surpnsed to hear behind 
him a call upon his name, contending with an asthmatic cough, 
and half-drowned amid the resounding trot of a Highland pony. 
He looked behind, and saw the Laird of Dumbiedikes making 
after him with what speed he might, for it happened fortunately 
for the Laird’s purpose of conversing with Butler, that his own 
road homeward was for about two hundred yards the same with 
that which led by the nearest way to the city. Butler stopped 
when he heard nimself thus summoned, internally wishing no 
good to the panting ^uestrian who tons retarded his journey. 

* Uh I uh ! uh ! ^ejaculated Dumbiedikes, as he chedeed the 
hobbling pace of the pony by our friend Butler. *Uhl uhl it’s 
a haxd-set willyard bea^ this o’ mina’ He had in foot just 
overtaken Hie object of his chase at the very point beyond 
which it would have been absolutely impossible for him to have 
continued the pursuit, since there BuHer’s road parted from 
that leading to Dumbiedikes, and no means of influence or 
compulsion which Hie rider could possibly have used towards 
his Bucephalus could have induced the Celtic obstinaqr of Rory 
Bean (sudi was the pony’s namel to have diverged a jrard from 
the path that conducted him to nis own paddo(£. 

mm when he had recovered from w shortness of breath 
occasioned by a trot mudi more rapid than Rory or he were 
accustomed to, the high purpose of Di^biedikes seemed to stick 
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as itiraro in his t^uoal^aiid impede lus nttmnoe^io iSiBtBailegr 
stood {ot imiAy three nunntes ere Im ooidd otter • qfflsJlile ; 
end when he did find vdoe, it was only to say, after me or two 
efforts, ‘Uh! oh! ohm! I say, Mr. — Mr. mtler, it’aatffaw 
day for tiie har'st.’ 

* Fine day, indeed,’ said Botler. ' I wish yon good monun|b 
sir.’ 

‘Stay — stay a bit,’ rejoined Dnmbiedikes; ‘that was no what 
I had gotten to say.’ 

‘Then, pray be qoick and let me have yoor^ commands,’ 
rejoined Botler. ‘1 orave yonr pardon, but I am in haste, and 
Tempus nemini — you know the proverb.’ 

Dombiedikes did not know the proverb, nor did he even take 
the trouble to endeavour to look as if he (Ud, as othem in his 

i )laoe might have done. He was concentrating all his intellects 
or one grand proposition, and could not afford any detachment 
to defend outposts. ‘ I say, Mr. Butler,’ said he, ‘ ken ye if Mr. 
Saddletree ’s a great lawyer t ’ 

‘1 have no arson’s word for it but his own,’ answered 
Butler, dryly ; ‘but undoubtedly be best understands his own 
qualities.’ 

‘ Uiuph ! ’ replied the taciturn Dumbiedikes, in a tone which 
seemed to say, ‘ Mr. Butler, I take your meaning.’ ‘ In that 
case,’ he pursued, ‘ I ’ll employ my am man o’ business, Niohil 
Novit — auld Nichil’s son, and amaist as gleg as his fo^er — to 
agent Effie’s plea.’ 

And having thus displayed more sagacity than Butler ex- 
pected from hun, he courteously touched his gold-laced <^ked 
oat, and by a punch on the ribs conveyed to Kory Bean it was 
his rider’s pleasure that he should forthwith proceed home- 
wards ; a hmt which the quadruped obeyed with that degree of 
alacrity with which men and animals interpret and obey sug- 
gestions that entirely correspond with their own inclinations 
Butler resumed his pace, not without a momentary revival 
of that jealousy which the honest Laird’s attention to the fomily 
of Deans had at different times excited in his IxMHmi. But he 
was too generous long to nurse any feeling which was allied to 
selfidmess. ‘He is,' said Butler to himself ‘ridi in what 1 
want ; why should I feel vexed that he has the hmrt to ^ieate 
some of his pelf to render them services which I can only fotm 
tiie empty wish of executing 1 In God’s name, let ns each do 
what we can. May she be but happy ! saved from the ttfiaeiy 
and disgrace that seems impending ! Let me but find the 'teeans 
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ti jravmtuiff SmuM eneiuaeait ofvtim «i«Bii%and bn- 
wU to oiyiiOBXt-stariqgs purting 

with tbanJ* 

He ledoobled lus paoci end eomi etoed liefiBB Hie door of 
the toIbooHi, or rather bdbre the entrance where the door had 
ixama^ be^ gJeoed. Hu interview with Hu mjutaioas 
stranger, the message to Jeame, Ids antaHng oonversation with 
her on uu snlgeot of loeaking off their untual engageeamts, 
and the interesting scene with old Deansj had so entirdy 
oociq^iad his mind as to drown even reodleotiou of the tragical 
event whidh he had witnessed the ^reiuding eTmung. His 
attention was not reeailled to it by the gronps who stood 
soatteBed on the street in oonTeisa tion , iduoh they hashed whra 
sttangeEB approached, or by the bustling search of the agents of 
the ■my poaee> snopoited by snail parties of the milita^, or by 
the appearance ca the gaara-honse, before which were treble 
sentiiuU ot, finally, by the subdued and intimidated looks of 
the lower orders of rociety, who, consdooe that th^ w^ liable 
to saspicion, ff th^ wese not gnil^, of accesson to a riot likely 
to be strictly inquired into^ gnded afent mth an hnmhle and 
dismayed aspect, like men whose spirits being exhausted in the 
revel aiul the dangers of a desperate dehaooh oTemi^t^ are nsre- 
shaken, timoroos, and nnentsprising on the sncoeed^ day. 

Koiu of these symptoms of alam and tr^adation struck 
Bntlei^ whose mind ww occnpi^ with a different, and to him still 
.more mteiesting, subpeot, until he stood before the entianoe to 
the ^Euon, and saw it deiended a doable file of grenadiers, 
instm of bolts and bars. Iheir' Stand, stand 1’ the Uackened 
^meaianee of the doorless gateway, and the windup staircase 
aim apartments of the tolbooth, now open to the public ^e, 
recalled the sdtde proceedings of the eventfiil ni^t Upon 
bis teanesting to ipeak inth £ffie Deans, the same tall, thin, 
silvcar-'hiHred tnmkey whun he had seen on the preceding even- 
ing made lus appearance. 

Hdnk,’ he replied to Butler’s reonest of admission, with 
trxu Soottish iadaeotnesB, ‘ye vdll he toe same lad that was for 
in io see her yestreen t ’ 

Botler admitted he was the same pen(m. 

' JUsd 1 am thinking;’ pnrsned the tomkey, ‘ that ye speeted 
at mewhen we looked im, and if wa hxdnd np eadier on account 
ofPorteoaal' 

, ‘Ve^ likdy I ml^ mafea msm snch ebservatum,’ said 



Theoidiam MiiwM4idMeVI>B>d Ai«,<riA3MtiM|n>ilihM 
band, not fot;^tlaiig even that huge one iraidi had onoli^Mied 
«Ad lint the Mrtnm fate of hi»iiMiiBidH»% thengh atgwiwttt 
jt^aebatetniileandn oa i e e g had^ 8fe aaoner had Aiiibr 
eoteKod tbeioon to frtuflkbB 

hand of -the waitt aefeeied the ii^per kay^ and loend hb «n 
theonteideL At fint Bailer emnewd this aaiusBimiiMJMdy 
an eSeet of the man’s habitual and eftoial oaation and jedbner. 
Bat «hea he heand ^ hoarse ooBUBand, ' Ikm ant thecaanlr 
and inmediatdy aftenrae d aheaBd the mah of a acatuMr saaaML 
as he me posted at the door of hts afaurtmeoL ha afawi eattea 
ontto the tnakey, ‘Mr good iUsnd, I hare hasksBss of aone 
IDSBee inthEEBe Benns, and I beg to see her as aoon as 


poambia' No answer was letemed. ‘If it be agaiast year 
mles to admit cae,’ sepeatod fint^ in « atffl loader tone, ‘to 
see the prieones^ 1 W jou will tell nee so, emd lob me «) 
about mv Ihisumss. Pipt irtwooeaMk irn uf m ! ’ aaalteired Ee 
to hitaselit 


‘if ye had basiaass tode^ yeenid haa daae it befere ye earn 
here,’ naphed nan eih^ from tin ooteide ; ^ye H mi it’s 
easier wotmininthan wnniHaonbfawa TlieM'sanBa*Hkahhood 
o’ another Porteeas Mob oonang to rabble «s aodn : tin hnr 
wBl hand bar am inw,neighbont, and that ye m fiid to foer 
eosb’ 


‘What do yon mean by that, tirt’ aeterted Bntier. *Yoa^ 
mad mutake me for some other foieoB. My nanee h Botiban 
Batior, paeaefaer of the Gbi^* 

‘1 km tint wadi eneogh, said tin tonhey. 

‘WeH, tiien, if yow mow ana, I hare a nc^ toknowfimn 
yon in tetnnt, what wnnant mn have (to detainagne; ilnA 
1 kinw, n the of every JRitiahsnbjoot.* 

‘Wmmtti’midtinjailac. ‘iSneninBt’Bam’toldharlan 
wPtwa sheriff offioatiaBekiagya If yehadatayednt h e m^ ae 
honest men should do, ye wad hae seen tin waamt; bnt^fe 
«ome to he inaneaBatedof your ain aooocd, wha ean hel^ it, 
fnyjof ' 

‘Bo I oamiot see fiffia Daaan, tina,^ aaid Botha; '.aild jnm 
are deberamud not to let au«oiit f ' 

‘Teeth will 1 no,ani^MKmi;* aaswaied the old memdafptiBf ; 
*as for Effie Baans, ya^ haa anenifo ado to mwd ymn wn 
busmeea, and let her mind hm; and kor tettiag yo» «ih tifot 
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lanmbeastiieiiiagistnte iriU detenai^ And fioe jb wed 
fix » Utt for I maun see DeaooQ Sawyen pat oa one m twa 
o’ the dcKHS thi^ yoor qoiet fiidk btdce down yeetemi^^ Mr. 
Batto.' 

Thne wM something in this exquisitely otorokii^, bat there 
was also something dukly aJanning. To be imprisoned, even 
<m a fidse aooosation, hre something in it disagreeaUe and 
menadng even to men of more oonstatatsonai ooniage than 
Bntlwl^ to boast; for althoagh he had much of that resolution 
whidi arises from a sense of dat^ and an hononrable derire to 
disoharge it, yet, as his imagination was lively and his fieme of 
body d^oatc^ he was for from posressing that cool insensibility 
to oangOT which is the happy portion of men of stronger hedth, 
more firm nerves, and less acute sensibility. An indistinct idea 
of peril, which he could neither understand nor ward of^ seemed 
to Boat before his eyes. He tried to think over the events of 
the {ueceding night, in hopes of discovering some means df ex- 
plaining or vindioating his conduct for appearing among the 
mob, since it immediately occurred to him that his detention 
must be founded on that circumstance. And it was with anxiety 
that he found he could not recollect to have been under ^e 
obsOTvation of ray disinterested witness in the attempts that 
he made from time to time to expostulate with the rioters, rad 
to prevail on them to release him. The distress of D^s’s 
fiunily, the dangerous rendezvous which Jeraie had formed, rad 
which he could not now hope to interrupt, had also their share 
in his unpleasant reflections. Tet impatient as he was to 
receive an ^iUaireiesement upon the cause of his oonfinmnent^ 
rad if possible to obtain his liberty, he was affected with a 
tropidation which seemed no good omen, when, after remaining 
an hoar in this solitary apartment, he received a summcms to 
attrad the sitting magistrate. He was conducted from prison 
stroi^ly guardea by a party of soldiers, with a pai^e oi pre- 
oantum ^t, however lU-timed rad unnecessaiy, is generally 
di^layed q/Ur an event, which such precaution, if usecT in time^ 
m^t have prevmited. 

He was introduced into the Council Chamber, as the place 
is called where the m^strates hold their sittii^ rad iwch 
was then at a little disEonoe from tiie priscm. Oire w two of 
the senates of the oi^ woe present, rad seemed about to 
eii^pige ui the examination of an individual who was brought 
fonnm to the foot of the loim ipeen-oovered table round which 
the oraiMal osoalfy assemUed 
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*Is1^ ^ loeMbert’sedd one of nagiatnlaa^iM tiio 
dty oflkw inattoodanoeiutarodnood Battor. Tfe m a n a nitwww d 
in tile affiiiiiatiT& ‘Let him sit down therafinr an instant; we 
will finish this man's hMiness veiy Istiefly.’ 

‘ffliall we remove Mr. Botiert’ queried the assistant. 

‘Itisnotneoessaiy. Let him remain where he is.’ 

Bntier aooordingly sate down on a beiudi at the bottom of 
the apartment, attended one of his Iraepers. 

It was « laise room, partially and impierfeotiy lighted ; bat 
by chanoe^ or the skill of the architect, who might happra to 
remember the advantage whidi m^ht oocasion^y be derived 
fitim anch an arrangement, one window was so plaoed as to 
throw a strong light at the foot of the table at which prisoners 
were nsnally posted for examination while the npper aid, where 
the examinants sate, was thrown into shadow. _ Butler’s eyes 
were instimtly fixed on the perscm whose examinatioi was at - 
present proceeding, in the idm that he might recomise some 
one of the conspirators of the former night. But tiiot^h the 
features of this man were sufficiently marked and striking, he 
could not recollect that he had ever seen them before. 

The complexion of this mrson was dark, and his am some- 
what advanced. He wore to own hair, combed smootii down, 
and cut very short It was jet blade, slightly curled by nature, 
and already mottled with grey. The mans race expressM rather 
knavery than vice, and a disposition to shaimness, cunning, and 
roguery, more than the traces of stormy and indulged ;»aaona 
His shjEurp, quick black eyes, acute features, ready sardonic smikL 
promptitude, and effrontery, gave him altogether what is adled 
among the vulgar a knowing look, which generally implies a 
tendenqr to knavenr. At a wr or market yon oomd ^ fin a 
moment have doubted that he was a horse-jockey, intimate 
with all the tricks of his trade ; yet had you met him on a 
moor, yon would not have apprehended any violoioe fimn him. 
His di^ was also that of a horse-dealer — a dose-bnttimed 
jockev-ooaf^ or wrap-rascal, as it was thoi termed, with huge 
metal button^ coarse blue upper stockingB, called boot-hose, bl^ 
cause supplying the place ofboots, and a tionohed hat. Beonfy 
wanted a lowled whip under his arm and a spur npon <Hie iMd 
to complete the dress of the chamoter he seemed to tepreseni 

'Your name is James Batdiffe t ’ said the magistrate 
always wi’ your honour’s leave.’ 

‘That is to say, you ooold find me another name if I did not 
like that oimt' 
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Jock Porteous ywtreen t does 

(rtaid en pmpoM to be bHigpdl ' 

'1 do set kitoar «bat jfoa m»^ Jnvm {w c g to od to fcgitotf; 
bat I know,’ said the magistrate^ 'sdiat the law pqpeeM iw 
foq, and tbto is to bai« poa necct Ved a e sd a y ^ht da^* ' 

‘ Na, na, year Jumoor, said Betohl^ finsur ; 'toMUUt mm 
honoor’s paraon, I ’ll ne’er believe that till I aee sL I iwse 
kcmd the hnr thu mooy e yeac, aad sway a theawait job 
I hae had wi’ her first and last ; but the aold jaad as ao 
sae ill as that eomas to ; 1 eye &m 1 her hark wanr tiaan her 
bite.’ 


‘And if you do not expert the gaUows, to wUoh yon are 
condemned — for the fourth time to my knowledge — may .1 beg 
the fovour to know,’ said the magistrate^ ‘what it is that^nn 
do expect, in connde^im of your not hameg taken yoor 
with the rest of the jail-bird% whioh 1 will admit was a fine of 
oondnot little to have been expected t' 

‘ 1 would never have thought for a memmit of staying in 
that anld gous^ toom house,’ answered Batoliffe, ‘ bnt that use 
and wept had just giw me a &ncy to toe {dace, aad 1 ’m just 
expecting a bit post in’t.’ 

‘A post!’ exclaimed the inagistn>te; ‘a wh%)ping-post, 1 
suppose, you mean t ’ 

' Na, na, sit^ I had nae thonghts o’ a vtouppin-post After 
having hem four times doomed to hang by the necto till I pae 
dea^ 1 think I am for beyond bting whup^’ 

' Ihen, in Heaven’s name, what aid yea expert t ’ 

‘Just the post of undm-tnmkey, for I understand there ’s a 
vacancy,’ said the prisoner. ‘ 1 wadna think of asking the look- 
man’s^ place owerhis head ; it wadna soit me aae wm as ither 
&&, for 1 never oonld pot a beast ont o’ the way, nuioh less 
deal wi’ a man.’ 

‘ That ’s something in your fovonr,’ said the magirizato, mak- 
ing exxkotiy toe inference to which Batoliffe was4eareus to 1^ 
h^ thon^ he mantled his art with an affertation of odtoto. 
' BnV oemtinned the nmgistrate, ‘how do you think yon can he 
tmstM wito a charge in the prison, when yon hare brsiikiBn at 
yonr own hand half toe jails m JScaaaod ) ’ 

‘ Wi’ yomrhoiuNjr’s leave,’ saidBatoliffev ‘ff I hand aae wedi 
hflfw to wan oat m^ell, it’s ^ Iwadbe a’ toe he^ ahanff 
to 'Vwp other folk in. 1 thay wad ksn toeb * bo ti i i Bs a 


140 


THE ^ABT OF MlDLOTHUN 


woA tbat held me in idieii I mated to be ooik or ma ontidim 
I mated to hud theai in.' 

The remark seemed to strike the maeishrote^ hot he mode 
no &rther iamtediate observation, only desited Bididiffe to be 
removed. 

When tiiis daring ud yrt dy freebooter was ont of hearing, 
the magistrate asked the chy-derk, ‘what he drought of dm 
^dlow's assnianoe t ' 

* It 's no for me to say, sir,’ replied tire clerk; 'but if James 
Batdiffe be inclined to tnm to good, there is not a mu e’er 
oamewithin the ports of the bnmh could ^ of sae mnckle use 
to die Good Town in the thief ua lock-up lure of business. I 'll 
spei^ to Mr. Sharpidaw about him.’ 

Ufion RatcUffe’s retreat, Buder was placed at the table for 
examinadon. The maristrate conductu his inquiry civilly, 
but yet in a muner which gave him to understud that he 
laboured under strong suspicion. Widi a frankness which at 
once became his oalliTig ud character, Buder avowed his 
involuntary presence at the murder of Porteous, ud, at the 
truest of the magistratei entered into a minute detail of the 
ciroumstucee whiu attended that unhappy affair. All the par- 
ticulars, such as we have nonat^ were luen minutely down 
ly the clerk from Butier’s dictation. 

When die narrative was concluded, the cross-examination 


commenced, which it is a painful task even for the most candid 
witness to undergo, since a story, especially if couected with 
agitating ud alarming incidents, cu scarce be so clearly ud 
(ustinc^ told, but mat some ambignijy ud doubt may be 
thrown upon it by a string of successive ud minute inter- 
rogatories. 

TTie magistrate commenced by observing, that Buder had 
said his object was to return to the village of liberton, but 
that he was interrupted by the mob at me West Port ‘Is 
die West Port your usual way of leaving town when you go to 
liibertoni’ said die magistral with a sneer. 

* No, certainly,’ answered Buder, with the haste of a mu 
anxious to vindicate die accuracy of his evidence; ‘but I 
dbuoed to be nearer that mrt thu uy other, ud ^e hour of 
(Cutting the gates was on me point of striking.’ 

‘That was unlncky,’ said the magistrate, dryly. ‘Pray, 
brini^ as you say, under ooerdon ud mar of the lawleee multi- 
tude, ud oompuM toaocompuy them dnough scenes T' 
able to all men of humuity, ud more especially ' 


scenes < 
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to ptofteBionof a laioutai; did 70a not^tten^ tovtngi^ 
least, or eeoape from their Tioknoet’ 

Baito replied, 'that their nomhets ^Touted him from at- 

tam^ng resistanoe, and their vigilaiioe effimt^ Uw oHipit*’ 

‘lliatwu unlud^,’ again tepea^ the mai^stiatvin w 
same dry inaoqniesoent tone of voioe and manner. He wo> 
oeeded with deooioy and p^teness, bat with a stifiness raicht 
aigaed his ocmtinued su^ioion, to aw many questions oonoon* 
i^ the behavioor of the mots the manners and dress of tim 
ringleaders ; and when he oonoeiTed that the caution of Butler, 
if he was deoeiving him, must be lulled asleep, the magistiate 
suddenly and artfully returned to former paito of his dedmtion, 
and required a new recapitulation of the oiroumstuioes, to tiie 
minutest and most trivud point, which attend^ each part of 
the melancholy scene. No confusion or contradiction, however, 
occurred, that could countenance the suspicion which ne seemed 
to have adopted against Butler. At length the train of his 
interrogatones reached Madge Wildfir^ at whose name the 
magistrate and town-clerk exchanged significant glances. If 
the &te of the GkK>d Town had depended on hw careful mara- 
trate’s knowing the features and dress of this personas^ his 
inquiries could not have been more particular. But Butlar 
could sav almost noting of this person’s featur^ which were 
disguisea apparently wiw red pamt and soot like an Indian 

a to battle, besides tiie projecting shade of a curoh or ooi£ 
muffled the hair of the supposed female. He deblatea 
that he thought he could not Imow this Madm Wildfire, if 
placed before him in a dififerent dress, but that he believed he 
might recognise her voice. 

The magistrate requested him again to state by what gate 
he left tile city. 

* % the Ciowgate Port,’ replied Butier. 

‘ Was tiiat the nearest road to liberton t ’ 

'No,’ answered Butler, with embarrassment; 'but it was 
the nearest way to extricate mj^self firom the mob.’ 

The derk and magistrate again e xchang ed glances. • 

‘ Is the Cowgate Port a nearo: way to Liberton from the 
Giassmarket ti^ Bristo Fortl’ 

‘ No,’ replied Butier : 'but I had to viat a fitiend.’ 

‘ Indeed.t ’ smd the mtenogator. 'You were in a hnn y to 
tell the sh^t you had witnessed, I suppose t ' 

'Indeed I was lu^’ rmlied Butier ; 'nor did I q^eak on liio 
qiljoct ^ whole time iwas at Bt. liMnazd’s Crags,* 



im rm' miAset or i^LOrat^' 

Ad' ym tdxr to Sfc. LemmdFa Ofl|pif ' 

*By the foot <^Siuhsbiii7 Ongs;’ tree tin ni$ljr. 

^^Ittlsedt Toa aeent partsid to onenitom rotttei^* agam said 
the'‘ttad«taMB. *WfoRB did 700 see after you Mt tike 017 f* 
Oner Inr ome he obtained a deecr^rtion of every one or the 
groii{>»inM had passed Bntier, as abeady notinet^ mir nondiw, 
d 0 ] 3 S 6 flE]lOltlj and appeamnoe, and at length oaaie to the eir> 
omnstanee of the mysterions stranger in rate Ei^s FteL On 
thia sabjeot Botier voald fohi hare reaaadned i^nti. Ifet the 
magistrate had no sooner got a sHgM hint eonoeming the 
incident^ than he seemed bmt to possese himsdf oi the most 
minute particnfors. 

'Look ye, Mr. Butler,’ said he, ' yon are a younr man, and 
bear an exoeUent ehaiaoter ; so much I will myselF testify in 
yonr fovour. Bat we are aware there has been, at times, a sort 
of bastard and fiery seal in some of yonr order, and those m«i 
irrepreadbablein other pmnts, whim has led them into draig 
and cKnmtoaanoi^ great irregolarities^ by whuh the peace of 
the oountry is lialM to be shaken. I will deal plainly with 
yon. I am not at all satisfied witik tins story of yonr setting 
oat again and again to sedc yonr dwelhng by two sevend roads, 
whi<di were both eirouifous. And, to be nanh, no one wh<»a 
we have examined on this unhappy afifoir could trace in your 
aipeannee anything like ^ur acting imderoonmdskm. More- 
over, tile waiters at the Gengate Port observed something lOca 
the tre^dation of guilt in your oonduet, and dechoe that yon 
wmethe first to oornmand than to open the gate, m a tone of 
authorttr* as if still presidum over the gui^ awl oa^oets 
of the rabble who had besieged them the imole mghk’ 

'tiod forgive them r said Butler. *I only atiredi^pasaage 
for myself ; they most have mnoh misunderstood, if they did 
not wilfblly misrepresent, me' 

'Wall, Mr. Bntier,’ resumed tire magistrate, *I sm iaelmed 
to lodge the best and hope the best, aa I am sure I wuh the 
best; bat you must be fimu with nu^ if you widi to seeme rav 
good opiniam end lessen the rich of BwoavemeBee to yoursdn 
Yon ^ve amrwed yon saw aaotimr individnal in yonr passage 
through the Eii^s Park to St. Letnuud's Ckaga; 1 moat kaw 
ev^ word whkm passed betmoEt yom’ 

Ylor bhksefy jnessed, Bntier, wse had no reasen for emmeal- 
ing what paasM at that meetii^ aaieee beeauaa J^eerae Beaim 
vraa o en miitn ed in thoai^ it beet to ttil the vtiaele trath 
fiom bepimfoig to em 
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'Bo yon aoid tiie magisttaiteb * tl>>8 the 

yooiw woman will aooept an invitation ao nmtanow I ' 

^iBMur shd wilL’ Implied Butlor. 

'Why do yon nae the word "ftar ” itt * said <he magiatnrta 

‘Becanae I am apprehenaive f«r her aa&ty, in meetiift 
at aadi a time anw {daoe, cm who haA aomethinff of tiSe 
manner of a deeperado, and whoee meaaage waa of a diaiaoter 
ao inexplicable.’ 

* Her ac^ty shall he oared for,’ said Ae magistmte. ‘Ifr. 
Bntler, I am oonoaned- 1 cannot immediately diaohaige yon 
fhmi confinement, bat 1 hcM yoa will set be long detained. 
Bemove Mr. Batlffi(,aad let him be provided wiA decent aoom- 
modation in all reapeeta.’ 

He waa oondac^M ba^ to the |D8on aeooBiliiitgi^ bn^ in 
the food offered to Um, aa well aau Ae i^artni^ in whiok 
he waa lodged, the tecommandarion. «£ the maginiiTatif waa 
atdotly attradod to. 



CHAPTER XIV 


Dtark and eerie wm the night* 

And lonelv wu the way* 

Aa Janet* wi* her green mantdl* 

To ICUee* Oroea ahe did gae. 

OldBaUad. 

L eaving to all the tmoomfortable thou^ts at- 

taohcKl to his new situation, among which me most 
•J predominant was his feeling that he was* by his confine- 
ment* deprived of all possibility of assisting the fiunpy at St 
Leonard's in their greatest ne^ we return to Jeanie Deans* 
who had seen lum depart* witiiout an opportunity of further 
explanation* in all that agon^ of mind with which the female 
he^ bids adieu to the complicated sensations so well described 
by Coleridge* — 

Hopes, and fears that kindle hope* 

An nndistinyiishable throng ; 

And mntle wimes long subdued — 

Suodued and cherish'd long. 

It is not llie finnest heart (and Jeanie, nnder her msset 
rofcelay, had one that would not have disgraced Cato’s daughter) 
that can most easily bid adieu to these soft and minidw 
emotions She wept for a few minutes bitterly, and without 
attempting to remun from this indulgence of pastion. Bnt 
a moment’s recollection induced her to <diec^ nerself for a 
grief seMsh and proper to her own affeotioni^ while her &ther 
and sister were plun^ into such deq> and irretrievaUe afflio- 
ti<m. ^e drew fi^om her podiet the letter which had been 
that morning flung into her apartment through an open 
window, and the contents of which were as singular as the 
exparesffion was violent and eneiie^c. *If she would save a 
human being from the most damning guilt, and all its despite 
ccmsequences : if she desired the lue and honour of her sister 
to be saved from the blo^y fiings of an uignst law; if she 
detixed not to forfeit peace ot mi^ hsn, and happiness here* 
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iffeer/ nMh UBS tits ftaakb of 1b» ainitairtioi^ *ite hm 
«B trnted to giva • tai& aeei^ Mid wlitaqr awetui§ ^ tbe 
writw. Slie akaw oonld twme him,’ ao na the hmk, ‘and 
he <hi1t ooold raseae her.' He ym in siudi eueoaurtaaiM^ iln 
InUet mrther iii£»med her, that aa«ttempt tohriiM Mqr eritaew 
of their oonferanoe, or otob. to mMiti<m to her imier, or Mqr 
other pemm wfaateoeTer, the letter irfaii^ leqneeted oo^ 
ineritwidj pnyent its taldiig plaoe. Mid ensure the deetamolion 
ci her sister. The letter oonoluded with inooherent but Tudent 
nroteststions that in obsTing this summoiu she had nothing to 

personally. 

Tm mesnge delivered to her by Butler from the stranger 
in the Park tallied exactly with the contents of the lett^ 
but assigned a later hour and a different plaoe of meeting. 
Apparently the rater of the letter had OMn compelled to 
let Butler so &r into his oonfidmoe, for the sake of aanoune* 
ing this chaw to Jeanie. She was more than onoe on the 
ixnnt of pro£un^ the billet^ in vindioatkm of herself^ fiw 
nor lover’s half-hinted snspioiona But thne is scunethiiq; in 
stooping to justification which the pride of innooeaoe does not 
at all times willingly submit to : bmides that the threats con- 
tained in the letter, in case of ner betraying the secret huag 
heavy on her heart It is probable^ however, that, had they 
remained longer together, she might have takra the resolutim 
to sulnnit the whole mattM to Butler, and be guktod by him as 
to the line of ocmduct which she should ad(q;>t And when, by 
the sudden interruption of their confinrenoe, she lost the onpoiw 
tonity of doing so, she felt as if she had bera uinast to amend 
rdiose advice might have been hi^y usefiil, and whose attach- 
ment deserved hw full Mid unreserved confidence. 

To have recourse to her &ther upon this ooossicm, iha 
cansidered as highfy inmmdMit There was no pomibility of 
coDgeetuting in vmat light the matter might strike old David, 
vdiose manner of acting and thinking in extracudinary ciniam- 
Btanoes depended upon feelings and prinotples pecnUar to fahn- 
sel^ the operatUHi m which could not be calculated upon tftm 
by those best acquainted with him. To have requested aoaaa 
ftmale friend to nave aocompanied her to the plam of rtmAmh 
vons would perhi^ have been the most digiUe eacpedieat jhih 
the threats OT the writer, thstbrtaaying his secret would ptmant 
tihmr meeting, on adiioh hsr sister’s tUmbf wss said to otfinh 
finm takmg place at all, would have detaned her from nudhtg 
saoh a ommoMioe, evoa had she known a pesscm in alMm'llM 

TOUTn — 10 
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4toa|^ it oonid niilt aa&iy haro been npoeed. Bat dte knew 
fl^meeadb. Their acqnaiatenee with the eottegw in jbeviemiiy 
hod been ren Bl^t> end limited to tricing aets of good ne^j^ 
booihood. Jeuae Imew little of thmn, and what she knew did 
not greatly indine her to tmst any of them. They were of the 
mrder of loqaadons good-hmnoored gouipa osoally found in their 
dtoation of Hfe] imd their oouveieatimi bad at all times few 
dmxms fer a young woman to whom nature and the oiionm- 
stanoe of a sditaiy life bad nven a depth of thought and fetoe 
of ohaiacter sapenor to the nivolons part of her sex whether in 
hi(fe or low degree. 

Left alone and s^Mkiated from all earthly counsel, she had 
reoourse to a Friend and Adviser whose ear is open to the cry 
of the pocnrest and most afflicted of His people. She knm 
and prayed with fovent sincerity that God would please to 
direct her what course to fellow in her arduous and disfressing 
dtoation. It was the belief of the tame and sect to whidi she 


bdonged that spe^ answers to prayer, differing litde in their 
duanie^ from divine inspintaon, wore, os they expressed it, 
‘borne in upon their minds ’ in answer to &eir earnest petitions 
inaot^ ordiffioul^. Without entering into an abstruse point 
oi fflvinity,^ one thing is plain ; namely, that the person who 
lays (^>en lu doubts and distresses in pra}^, with feeling and 
sinoenty, must necessarily, in tire act of doing so^ puri^ his 
mind from tiie dross of worldly passions and interests, smd ming 
it into that state vhen tire relations adopted are likely to be 
seleoted rather from a sense of duty than from any mferior 
motive. Jeanie arose from her devotions with her heart forti- 
fied to endure affliction and encouraged to fine difficulties. 

‘ I will meet this unhappy man,’ she said to herself — ‘ nn- 
hwpy he must be, dnoe I doubt he has been the cause of poor 
l&’s nusfeitune; but 1 will meet him, be it for good or ill 
My mind shall never oast up to me that, for fear of uhat might 
be said or done to rnysd^ I left that undone that m^t even 
yet be the rescue (ff hw.’ 

Witir a mind greatly composed sinoe tire adcmtknr of titts 
resolutu^ she went to attend her fetirer. Tim old man, firm in 
the pitindpleB of his youth, did not in outward i^peacaaoe at 
leasts permit a thought of his femily distress to interfere with 
tin sracal re s e rv e of his ooaetmranoe and manners. He even 
chid his daui^tw firr having neglect^ in the distress of tire 
mmmatg^ smne triflmg domestic duties iriiioli fell under her 
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said ^ old 114MI. *tlM! 
brown Krar-]^-«iM’8inilk u not soiled nor the bowiM pat 

im on tile bink. If ye negleot your m^y ditties in tile oey 
of affliction, wbat omfideim hare 1 that ye mind the fteitor 
matters that oonoem salvation t God knows, onr bowM, and 
onr pijddns, and onr diaps o* milk and onr Ints o' Inead are 
nearer and dearar to us than tiie mead of lift.’ 

Jeanie, not nnpleased to hear her &ther’8 thoughts thus vt- 
pand timmsehres oeyond the sphere of his immemate distret^ 
obeyed him, and proceeded to pnt her honsehold matters in 
order ; while old David moved mm place to jdace about his 
ordinary employmwts, scarce showing, unless by a nervous im- 
patience at remaining long stationary, an occasional oonvulnve 
sigh, or twinkle of the eywd, that he was labouring under the 
y^e of such bitter affliction. 

The hour of noon came on, and the &ther and child sat down 
to their homely repast In his mtition for a blessing on the 
meal, the poor old man added tonis supplication a prayer that 
the hread^ eaten in sadness of heart, and the bit^ waters of 
Merah, might be made as nourishing as those which had been 
poured forth from a foil cup and a plentiful basket and store; 
and haviim concluded his benediction, and resumed the bonnrt 
which he bad laid ‘ reverently aside,’ he proceeded to exhort his 
dauj^ter to eat not by example indeed, but at least by precept 

‘The man after Gm’s own hear^’ he said, ‘wawed and 
anointed himself, and did eat brea^ in order to express his sub- 
mission under a.du^tensation of sufiering, and it did not beomne 
a Christian man or woman so to cling to creature-comforts of 
wife or bairns (here the words became too great, as it were, iox 
his utterance) as to forget the first dnty — sulnnission to the 
Divine WilL’ 

To add force to his precept, he took a morsel on his pkte^ 
but nature proved too stmng even for the powerful fetiin« 
with whufo he endeavoured to bridle it Ashamed of his weak- 
ness he started up and ran out of the house, with haste vary 
unlike the deHbetation of his usual movemmits. In less titan 
five minutes he returned, having successfully struggled to re- 
cover his ordinary composure of mind and countcmance, and 
affected to colour ovor nis late retreat by muttering that he 
thou^t he heard tiie 'young stai^ loose in the 

He did not again trust hiinralf witii the sulgeot of his fimmr 
odnversation, am his dauj^ter was to see that he aeoned 
to avi^ fimther discourse <m that agitating tc^o. Tbe hoam 
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diddd on, M on ibey moot and do tMun, wlieliber wmged ir^ 
]07 w laden vith afflietum. Bm san aet befrad toe dns^ 
eminenoe of the C^taUe and the wnwaa of iraBtem hilla, and tiM 
(dose of evening aummoned David Deans and his dani^ter to 
the fiunflj doty of the nifdtt It came Utted^ npon Jeanie’s 
leoolleotion how often, when the hoar of wmrshm i^noohed, 
she used to watdk the lengthening shadows, and look oat frtnn 
the docff of the house, to see if she could spy her sister’s return 
homeward. Alas I this idle and thoughtl^ waste of time^ to 
whatevils had it not finally led t ^ And was she altogether radt- 
less, who, noticing i^’s turn to idle and Ikht society, had not 
m^ed in her ftther’s authority to restrain her t ‘ But I acted 
for the best,’ she again reflecteo, ‘and who could have expect^ 
sudi a growth of evil firom one grain ot human leaven in a dis- 
position so kind, and candid, and generous t ’ 

As diey sate down to the ‘ exercise,’ as it is called, a chiur 
happened accidentally to stand in the place which ^Ke usually 
occupied. David D^ms saw his daimhter’s eyes swim in tern 
as they were directed towards this object^ and pushed it aside 
with a gesture of some impatience, as if desirous to destroy every 
memonal of earthly interest when about to address the Deity. 

portion of Scnpture was read, the psalm ^ros sung, ^ 
prayer was made ; and it was remarkable that, in discharging 
them duties, the old man avoided all passages and expremona 
of which Sc^tnre affords so many, ^t might be considered 
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was perhaps bis intention to spare the fedings of his daughto, 
as well as to maintain, in outward ihow at least, that ^ical 
a^earanoe of patient endurance of all the evil whidi earth 
oomd bring, which was, in his opinion^ essential to the cbaraotor 
of one who rated all earthly things at their just estimate of 
notitingnesa When he had finislm the dutjr oi tiie evening, 
he came up to his daughter, wished her good-nighty and, having 
doim so, ccmtinued to hold her by the hwds tor half a minute ; 
then diawizm her towards him, kissed hw forehead, and ejaoo- 
lated, * The uod cff Israel bless you, even witii the btoaring* of 
the promisey my dear bairn ! ’ 

It was not either in the natore or halnts of David Deans to 
seem a fimd tother ; nor wae he often obsoved to experieocey 
ot at least to evinoe, that fulness of the heart whi^ sei^ to 
ea^Mnd itself in tender exmressione or caresses evm to those 
wlto wme dearest to him. On the ccmtoHry^, housed to oeoanie 
tids as a degree of weakneas in several m hk neit^Utonny aiu^' 
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fsttioiihiiy in poor wicbw Ifotler^ It fi^oirod, horn 

tfao mritgr of snob omottons in thiB adl^oniod ond locorro d 
smu, that his ehildm attached to oooaaioiial maihs of Ids 
affection and approbation a degree of high interei^ and adem^ 
sreil considering them as endenoes of feelings irhioh irera 
cmfy etspvessed when they beeame too intmisa mr suppression 
or oonoealment. 


With deqi emotion, therefine, did he bestow, ud his daii|^- 
ter leotiTB, this benediotim and paternal caress. * And you, my 
dear fisher,’ exclaimed Jeanie, imen the door had dosM i^pon 
theTeneiable old man, ^may you have purchased and promised 
UessingB multiplied upon yon — upon you, who walk in tide 
world as though ye were not of the world, and hold all that 
it can give or take away but as the nudges that the suu-bliuk 
Inrbgs out, and the eToning wind sweeps away 1 ’ 

She now made preparation for her night«walk. Her fether 
akmt in another part of the dwelling, and. r^lar in all his 
hwits, selcto or never left his apartment when ne had betaken 
himself to it for the evening. It was therefore easy for her to 
leave the house unobserved, so soon as the time approached 
at which she was to keep her appointment But the step she 
was about to take had difficulties and terrors in her own eyes, 
though she had no reason to apprehend her fether^s interferenoe. 
Her life had been spent in we quiet uniform, and regular 
seclusion of their peaceful and monotonous household. The 
very hour which some damsels of the present day, as well of 
her own as of higher degree, would consider as the imtural 
period of commencing an evening of pleasure, brought in her 
opinion, awe and solemnity in it ; and the resolution she had 
taken had a strange, daring, and adventurous character, to 
which she could hardly reconcile herself when the moment 
approached for jputting it into execution. Her hands trembled 
as she snooded her mir hair beneath the ribband, thmi the 
cmly ornament or cover which young unmarried wcnnen wore 
on their head, and as she adjusted the scarlet tartan screen cw 
muffler made of plaid, which the Scottish women wore, mn^ 
in the feahion of the black silk veils still a part of female drees 
in the Neiherlimds. A sense of impropnety as well as of 
danger pressed upon her, as^ she lifted the^ latch of her paternal 
mansion to leave it on so wild mi expedition, and at so late an 
hour, unprotected, and without the knowledge of her natural 
guaidiaii. 

When she found herself abroad and in the open fields^ addi- 
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tuntl salgaote appnhoisioB orowdad 19011 her. l%e dm 
oli&axuiaoKtteTOdroisa^ inter^med with giem award, tiuoii^ 
iduch dbe had to paaa to the plaoe of appointmeal^ aa the^ 
gliimnCTed b^ie her in a dear aatunn ni^t, rwalled to 
her memory mmj a deed of violence, whim, aeocarding to 
tradition, had been done and anffered among thmn. In earlier 
days they had been Ihe haunt of robbm and aiwaaainB, the 
memory of whose crimes is preserved in the various edicts 
which the oonnoil of the dty, and even the parliament of Scot- 
land, had passed for dispersing tiieir bands, and ensuring safety 
to the lieg^ so near the precmots of the dty. The names 01 
these criminals, and of their atrodties, were stall remembered 
in traditions of the scattered cottages and the neighboaring 
saborb. In latter times, as we have already noticed, the 
seoaestered and Intiken character of the ground rendei^ it 
a fit theatre for duels and renoontret among the fiery youth of 
the period. Two or three of these incidents, all sanguin^, 
and <nie of thmn fetal in its terminatioi^ had happens since 
Deans came to live at St Leonard’a His daughter’s reoollec- 
tions. therefore, were of blood and horror as she pursued the 
small scarce-tracked solitary path, every step of which con- 
veyed her to a greater distance from help, wd deeper into the 
ominous seclusion of these unhallowed precinote. 

As the moon began to peer forth on the scene with a 
doubtful, flitting, and solemn light, Jeanie’s apprehensionB 
took another tom, too peculiar to her rank and country to 
remain unnotaced. But to trace its origin will require another 
(hapter. 



CHAPTER XV 


Th« ipiTlt I hava Man 

Kay ba tiia daviL And tha daril liaa powar 
To ataome a pleaaing tbapa. 

BmnUt. 

W ITCHGBAFT aad demonology, as we have had 
already oooaeion to remark, were at due period be- 
lieved in by almost all xai^ but more espeoially 
among the stricter dasrn of Presbyterians, whose government, 
when their party were at tibe head of ^e state, had been mnoh 
snllied by their eagerness to inquire into and persecute these 
imaginary crimes. Now, in this point of view, also, St. Leon- 
ard’s Cis^ and the a^aoent chase wore a dreaded and iU- 
reputed district Not only had witches hdd (heir meetings 
ther^ but even of very late years the enthusiast or imposts, 
menlaoned in the PanacBmontum of Richard Bovet Gmitleman,^ 
had, among the recesses of these romantic cliffs, found his ww 
into the hidden retreats where the fiuries revd in the bowdfs 
of the earth. 

With all these legen<L Jeanie Deans was too well acquainted 
to eimqie that strong impressiim which they usually make on 
(he imagiimtion. Indeed, relations of *hia |hus(^y kind 
bem familiar to her from her infitncy, fiv they were the <mly 
relief which hw father’s conversation afforded fixmi oootro- 
ven^ aigummit or the gloomy history of the strivings a«d 
testimonies, esoaj^ captures, tortnresj and executicms of those 
martyrs of the Ciovenant wiu whom it was his chiefart boast 
to say he had beau acquainted. In the recesses of mountaiB^ 
in caverns, and in morassee^ to which these perseouted en- 
thusiasts were so mthlesdy pursued, they conceived thqr had 
dten to contend with the viable asHuuts the Ifaemy ei 
mankind, as in the dries and in the cultivated fidds they 
wen espoeed to those of the tyrannical govenaient aad ttiau 
sddiesy. Sudi were the terrors ^huh made cm of Ifaair 
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giftod aem idmi Ids eompamoii zetnni^ to hi^ 

after having hiA him ahme in a hannted oavem in Som in 
Ckdloway, ‘It is hard Eving in this vrorld — inoamate ^vils 
above the earth, and devils nnder the earUi ! Satan has been 
here sinoe jb went away, bat I have disnussed him by ledst- 
anoe ; we wdl be no more troubled with him this night’ David 
Deans^ bdieved this, and many othor snoh ghosdy epjoanters 
and vietories, on the &ith of the onsars, or auxiliaries of the 
banished jHro^ets. This event was beyond David’s remem- 
branoe. But ae used to teU with great awe^ yet not without a 
feeling of proud superiority to his auditme, how he himself had 
been present at a fidd-meeting at Crochmade, when the dut^ 
of the day was interrupted by the wpontion of a tall Uaok 
man, who, in the act of eroming a fina to join the oongr^ati(Hi, 
lost ground, and was carried down apparenriy W the forae^ of 
the steeam. AE were instantly at wow to assist him, but widi 
so Ettle success that ten or twdve stout m^ who had hold 
of the rope rdiich they had oast in to his aid, were rather in 
danger to be dragged into the stream, and lose their own Eves, 
than likely to save that of tbe suppo^ perishing man. ‘ But 
femoas John Semple of Oarspha^’ David Deans used to sav 
with emltation, ‘ saw the whaup in the rape. “ Quit the rope,” 
be cried to us — fer I that was but a oallaat had a baud o’ the 
npo myseU — “it is the Great ^emy 1 he wiU burn, but not 
drown; his dee^ is to disturb the good work, by raising 
wonder and eonfmon in your minds, to put off nom your 
spirits all that ye hae heard and felt” Sae we let go the rape,’ 
said David, ‘and he went adown the water sooreecfeing and 
bullering like a BuE of Bashan, as he’s ca’d in Scripture.’* 

Trained in these and aiinilar legends, it was no wonder that 
Jeaaie began to feel an El-defined apprehension, not merely of 
phantoms whidi might beset her way, but of t^ quauly, 
natu^ and purpose of the being who had thus appointea bar a 
meering at a pl^ and hour of norror, and at a tune when her 
mhed must he necessatfly fuU of those tempting and ensnar- 
ing thoi^ts^ of grief and despair whudi were suTOxieed to lay 
mmsrera partieulimy open to the temptations of toe EvE One. 
If Sm^ an idea had OMsed evmi Butlw’s weE-infonnedmind, it 
was eatealated to make a much stnamer impresrion upon mn. 
Yet firmly briieving the possilnEty of an enoountm so terrible 
to fiesh 1 ^ blood, Jeanie, widi a degm oi resolatum of iduoh 
wa cannot snffieiently estimate the merits because the inoradiility 

* BMlatsremitM0t^C0TW»lM«wttaUMlavtaa>l»W«tia. Mato IT. 
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ef HwagehM leodend as stnagsntoiDis aataia saiastaDt 
«i hat Mings, pensrcmd in lur detenniaa*Hm not to SBife^an 
mmortoa^f of doing something toiwaids saving her liilor, 
slthonj^ m the attempt to avau herself it* me he 
eqMsed to dangers so dreadful to her imaginaiaon. Itke 
Christiaaa in toe PUgrim't Progrma, rrhm travendng into a 
timid yet resolved st^ the terrors of toe Valley of tiie Shadow 
of Dei^ she glided on hy rook and stone, * now in glimiMr 
and now in gloom,’ as hw path lay through moon&i^ or 
shadow, and mdeaTonied to ovopower the suggestions m ftar, 
sometimes by fixing her mind np(m the distressed condition of 
her asteTj and toe duty toe lay under to afford her aid, shouM 
that be m her power, and more frequently by recurring in 
ment^ praver to the proteotion of that Be^ to whom night 
is as noemday. 

Thus drowning at one time her fiiars hy fixing her mind <m 
a snbjeot of ovenpowming interest, and arguing them down at 
others referring hersw to toe proteotion of the Deity, toe 
at length apjnroatoed the place assigned for this mysterious 
conference. 

It was tituated in toe depth of toe vaUer behind Salisbury 
Crags, which has fer a baek^und the norto-westmm shoulder 
of toe mountmn called Arthur’s Seat, on whose descent still 
remain the ruins of what was once a chapel, or hermitage^ 
dedicated to Si Anthony the Eremite. A bett» site tor 
such a building could hturdly have bem selee^; fi» toe 
ohapto, situated among tiie rude and pathless cliffs, lies in a 
des^ even in the immediate vicinity of a ri^ populous,^ and 
tumultuous capital ; and toe hum of the city mi|hf> mingle 
with the orisons of the teduaes, conveying as Uttie of worldly 
interest as if it had hemi toe roar oi the distant ocean. 
Beneath the ste^ aeomt on wMto these ruins are still visibly 
was, and periiaps is still, pointed out the pkoe where the 
wretch Nicol Bfustoat, who has been already mentkmed m 
tibeee pages, had dosed a long scene of emdty towards his 
anfertunate wife by murdering hw, with droumstanees of on* 
oommon barbarity.^ The execration in which the man’s crime 
was extended itself to the ]^aoe where it was papetittte^ 
wliieh was mariced by a small cairn, or heap of stones, com- 
posed df those whidr each chance passenger Imd tiuown them 
mteetonoBydfaldiorrenee,and(»toeiniaeipia it wouU asem, 
of toe amamt British mmedietioii, ‘May you nave a oahm fee 
yimr burial-place!’ 


Bfefe aote to Miioehat*9 Cfttniy p. 550. 
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Am oat heioiiie Mmmdied this (Boainoiis and mdialkiwed 
snot^ she paused ana looked to the mooi^ now risiiig hroad in 
the aordi-we^ and diedding a nune distinct li^dit we it had 
afforded daring hff walk tiiither. Eyeing the planet for a 
moment^ she then slowly and fearfoUy tamM bm head towards 
the cairn, from which it was at first averted £he was at first 
disappointed 'Nothing was viable bende the little pile of 
stcmes, which shone grey in the moonlight A moltitade of 
confosed soggestions rushed on her mind Had her corre- 
cpmdent deceived her, and broken his appointment 1 was he too 
tardy at the appointment he had made f or had some strange 
torn of fote prevmited him from appearing as he proposed t 
or, if he were an nnearthly being, as her secret apprehensions 
suggested, was it his obj^ merdy to delude her with fidse 
hopes, and put her to unneoessa^ toil and terror, according to 
the nature, as she had heard or those wandering demons 1 or 
did he purpose to blast her with the sudden horrors of his 
mresence when she had come close to the place of rende^ns f 
Iniese anxious reflections did not prevent her improaohing to 
the caim with a pam that, though slow, was determined. 

When she was within two yai^ of the heap of stones, a 
figure rose suddenly up firom behind it, and Jeame scarce 
forbore to scream aloud at what seemed the re^sation of the 
most frightful of her anticipations. She constnuned herself to 
silmioe, however, and making a dead muse, suffered the figiue 
to open the conversation, which he did by asking, in a voice 
which t^tation rendered tremulous and hollow, ‘ Are you the 
sister or that ill-foted young woman t ’ 

‘ I am ; 1 am the sister of Effie Deans ! ’ exclaimed Jeanie. 
'And as ever you hope God will hear you at your need tell 
me, if you can toll, what can be done to save hmr I’ ^ 

'I do net hope God will hear me at my need’ tree ihesingi^ 
answer. ' 1 do not deserve — I do not expect He ' 
despoate language he uttered in a tone calmer than that witoi 
iriim he had at first spoken, probably because the idiook of first 
addresi^ her was what he folt mori; difficult to overcome. 

Jeanie remained mute witii horror to hear language e^qoessed 
so uttody fordgn to aU which she had evmr been acquiunted 
with, that it sounded in her ears rather like that a fiend 
than of a human bang. 

!nie stranger pursued his address to her without seeming to 
notaee hffl* surprise. ‘You see befi«e you a wretch ptedestued 
to evil here and hereafter.’ 
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'F<Hr the sake Eteeyen, that faean|<^ esee iiB,’«aid Jeaiuet 
‘dlana speak in this desperate &duoilli*'T^ Qosmd is sent to 
theohief of sinnexs — tomemoetmisetrideanyMthe i ai a er a ible . * 

* Then dioold 1 have my own share therein,^8ud the stntn- 
ger, ‘ if Ton oaJl it sinfol to have bemi the destniotimi of the 
mother tnat bore me, of the friend that loved me, of the woman 
that trusted me, of the innocent child that was bom to me. If 
to have done all this is to he a sinner, and to survive it is to be 
miserable, then am I most guilty and most miserable indeed.’ 

‘Then you are the wicked cause of my sister's ruint' said 
Jeanie, wito a natural touch of indignation expressed in her 
tone of voice. 

‘Curse me for it if yon will,’ said the stranger; ‘I have 
well deserved it at your hand.’ 

‘ It is fitter for me,’ said Jennie^ 'to pray to God to forgive 
you.’ 

‘Do as you will, how you will, or what yon wi^’ he rmlied, 
with vehement ; ‘ only promise to obey my directions, and save 
your sister’s life.’ 

‘I must first know,’ said Jeanie, ‘the means you would have 
me use in her behalf.’ 

‘ No ! you must first swear — solemnly swear — that you will 
employ them, when I make them known to yon.’ 

‘ Surely it is needless to sww that I will do all that is law- 
ful to a Christian to save the life of my sister t ’ 

‘ I will have no reservation 1 ’ thundered the stranger. ‘ Law- 
ful or unlawful, Christian or heathen, you shall swear to do my 
best and act by my counsel, or — yon little know whose wrata 
you provoke ! ’ 

‘ 1 will think on what yon have said,’ said Jeania who began 
to ^ much alarmed at the fitmtic Vehemence of his manner, 
and disputed in her own mind whetiier she spoke to a maniac 
or an apostate spirit incarnate — ‘ I will think on what yon say, 
and let you ken to-morrow.’ 

‘To-morrow!’ exdaimed the man, with a lang^ of aoom. 
‘And where will I be to-morrow 1 or where will you be to- 
night, unless you swear to walk by my counsel t There was 
one accursed deed done at this spot Define now; and thme 
shs^ he another to matcdi it unless yon yield up to my goid- 
anoe body and souL’ 

As he ^ke, he offered a pistol at the unfortonate ymsag 
woman, ^e nmther fled nor filiated, but sunk <sa her ' 
and asked him to spare her lifis. 
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* Ii tint all jKmhAW tony r aaid tbe ttmaoved ruffian. 

‘Do not dip yoor handa in tho Uood of a d^noeleaa 
STM^UB tiiafe Baa trosted to yon,’ aaid Jaania^ atiU on h«r 

‘la that all eaa aay for your life t Have yon no pnnn* 
iae to givat Will yon destroy your dsteor, and oompel me to 
shed mo» blood t’ 

‘1 can promise nothing,’ said Jeani% ‘which is nnlawfol for 
aOhmtian.’ 


life cooked the weapon and hdd it towards her. 

‘^y GM forgive yonl’ she said, pressing her Imnds 
fotrably against her eyes. 

‘D--nl’ mattered the man; and, taming aside from her, 
he uncooked fhe pistol and replaced it in his pocket ‘I am 
a villain,’ he said, ‘ steeped in guilt and wretdiedness, but not 
wii&ed enough to do you any harm ! I only wished to terrify 
you into my measures. She hears me not she is gone! 
weat OodI what a wretdi am I become 1 ’ 

As be spoke, she recovered herself from an agony whidi 
partook of the bitterness of death; and in a minute or two, 
tlnough the strong exertion of her natural sm^ and courage, 
odlei^ed herself sufficiently to understand he intended her no 
personal iiynry. 

‘ No ! ’ be repeated ; ‘ I would not add to the murder of 
TOUT sister^ and of hiR diild, that of anv one belonging to her ! 
Mad, frantic, as I am, and unrestrained by either fear <»r mercy, 
given up to the possession oi an evil being, and forsaken by 
all tiiat is 0 X)d, 1 would not hurt you, were the world offered 
me for a Imbe ! But^ for the sake of all that is dear to vou, 
swear yon will follow my counsel Take this weapon, snoot 
me fbroni^ ike head, and vrith your own hand revenge your 
sistex's («ly follow the oourse^the only course, by 

which her life can be saved.’ 

‘Alast is she innocent or guilfyt’ 

‘She is nihless — guihkes of everything but of having 
trusted a vuhda ! Tet had it not been fox tbose tiiat were 
worse than I am-^yea, worse than I am, though I am bad 
infeed — tiiis misety had not be&llmi.’ 

‘And my sistsr's (Md — does it livet’ saU Jeania 
‘No; it was murdered — the new-born infent was barbar- 
ou^ mutdeied,’ he uttered in a low, yet stem and suifeined 
vdee} ‘buV he added hastify, ‘not by her knowledge or ood< 
sent.’ 
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why oaimot thd guill^ be bimi^t to wiA 

tlie innooent freed t ’ 

* Tomieiit me not with raestkms whioh cen aerre no per- 
poee»’ he sternly replied. ^Ibiedeed wes done by those who am 
fiur enough from pursuit^ and safe enough from wooretj I No 
one can save EfEe but jjroursdfl’ 

‘ Woe ’s me 1 how is it in my power t ' asked Jeanie^ in 
desrondenoy. 

* Hearken to me I You have sense — you can apprehend my 
meaning — I will iarust you. Tour sister is innooent of the 
crime (ma^ed against her — ’ 

* Thank Hod for that 1 * said Jeanie. 

* Be still and hearken ! The person who assisted her in her 
iUness murdered the child ; but it was without the mo^er^s 
knowledge or consent. She is therefore railtless — as guiltier 
as the unhappv innocent that but gasped a few minutes in this 
unbapx>y world ; the better was its hap to be so soon at r^t. 
She is innocent as that in&nt, and yet she must die ; it is im- 
possible to clear her of the law ! ’ 

* Cannot the wretches be discovered and given up to punish- 
ment t ’ said Jeanie. 

‘ Do you think you will persuade those who are hardened in 
guilt to die to save another? Is that the reed you would 
man to?* 

^But you said there was a remedy/ again gasped out the 
terrified young woman. 

*There is,’ answered the stranger, ‘and it is in your own 
hands. The blow which the law aims cannot Imken by 
directly encountering it, but it may be turned aside. You saw 
your sister during the period preceding the birth of her child; 
what is so natund as that dhe should nave mentioned Imr con* 
ditiion to you ? The doing so woul^ as their cant goes, take 
the case from under the statute, for it removes the quality of 
ccmoealment. I know their jargon, and have had sad ciuise to 
know it ; and the quality of coimealment is essential to this 
statutory offence.^ Nothing is so natural as that Effie should 
have mmiti(med her condign to you ; think — reflect — I am 
poffitive that she did.’ 

‘Woe*s mel* said Jeanie, never q>oke to me on the 
mUect, but grat sorely wheu I spoke to hA about her altered 
loolm and the diange on her e^ints.’ 

‘You asked bmr questions on the subject?* be said, eagedy. 
‘You must remember her answer was a oouftsskm that die had 
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lieen raised aviOaaa — yes, kysirirangempl»su<m diet — 
a orael fidse TiUain cell it — any other luune is anneeessaiy ; 
and that dw bore under her bosom the oonseqnenoee of his 
gnilt and her folly ; and that ^ had assured her he would 
provide safely for her aTOToaohing illness. Well he kept his 
word 1 ’ ^ These last words he spoke as it were to himse^ and 
with a violent gesture of self-accusation, and thmi calmly pro- 
ceeded, ‘You mil remember all this? That is all that is 
necessary to be said.’ 

‘But I cannot remember,’ answered Jeanie, with simplicity, 
‘that which Effie never told me.’ 

‘Are you so dull — so very dull of apprehension t ’ he ex- 
claimed, suddenly grasping ner arm, and holding it firm in 
his hand. ‘I tell you (spet^ing between his teeth, and under 
his lueath, but with g^t energy), you must remember th^ 
she told you all this, whether we ever said a syllable of it 
(a no. Ton innst repeat this tale, in which there is no fidse- 
hood, except in so w as it was not told to you, before ^ese 
Justices — Justiciary — whatever they call their bloodthirsty 
court, and save your sister from being murdered, and them 
from becoming murderers. Do not hesitete ; 1 ple^ life and 
salvation, that in saying what I have said, you will only speak 
the simple truth.’ 

‘ Buv replied Jeanie, whose judgment was too accurate not 
to see we sophistry of tius argument, ‘ 1 shall be man-sworn in 
the very thing in which my testimony is wanted, for it is the 
oonoealinent for which poor Effie is blamed, and yon would 
make me tell a feJsehood anent it ’ ^ 

‘ I see,’ he ssdd, ‘ my first suspicions of you were right 
that you will let your sister, innocent &ir, and guiltless, except 
in trusting a villain, die the death of a murderess, rather thw 
bestow tile breath of your month and the sound of your voice 
to save her.’ 

‘ I wad ware the best blood in my body to keep her skaith- 
1^’ md Jeanie, weeping in bitter agony ; ‘but I cannadtange 
right into wrung, or inake that true whicffi is fisdse.’ 

‘ Fooii^ hard-hearted girl,’ said the stranger, ‘ are yon afraid 
of what they may do to you t I tell von, even the retmnm of 
the law, who course life as gr^hounw do hues, will rmoioe at 
the escape of a creature so young — so beautiful ; that they will 
not suspect your tale ; thai^ if woy did suspect it, thoy would 
oonsidu yon as deserving, not only of fiitgiveness, but of praise 
fi>r your natural affection.’ 
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*lt is not man I fear,’ a^ Jeaaio^ looking npnaid; 'the 
God, whose name I most oall on to witness the tnith of what 1 
say, He wiU know the frlselmod.’ 

* And He will know Ihe motiTe,* said the stran^, eagnly: 
*He win know that yon ate doing this, not liune Of 
ga^ but to save the lira of the innooeniL and piOTent the omn- 
missitHi of a worse crime than that which uie law sedts to 
aven^’ 

‘He has ghrmi ns a law,’ said Jeania 'for the lamp of onr 

S ath; if we stray from it we err against hnowle^. 1 may not 
0 evil, even that good may come ont of it. 6nt yon — von 
that ken all this to be tme, which I mnst take on your word — 
you that, if I understood what you said e’en now, promised her 
shelter and protection m her travail, why do not yoa st^ hff- 
ward and bw leal and sooth&st evidence in her bdial^ as ye 
may with a clear conscience f ’ 

‘ To whom do yon talk of a clear conscience, woman t ’ said 
he, with a sndden fierceness which renewed her texion — *U> met 
I have not known one for many a year. Bear witness in her 
behalf t — a proper witness, tha^ even to speak these few words 
to a woman of so little consequence a s yo urself must choose 
such an hour and such a place as this. T^en yon see owls and 
bate fly abroad, like lark^ in the sunshine, 3 rou may expect to 
see such as I am in the assemblies of men. Hush 1 listen to 
that’ 

A voice was heard to sing one of those wild and monotonous 
strains so common in Soothmd, and to which the natives of that 
country chant their old ballads. The sound ceased, &en came 
nearer and was renewed ; the stranger listened attotively, still 
hdding Jeanie by the arm ^as she stood by him. in motionlm 
terror), as if to prevent her interrupting the strain by speaking 
or stirnng. 'When the sounds were renewed, the words wen 
distinctly audible : 

* When the ^ede *8 in the bine dond^ 

The layrock Ues atill ; 

When the hound *b in the men-woodt 
The hind keeps the hiU/ 

person who sung kept a strained and powofhl voice at its 
highest pitch, so that it could be heard at a very oonsidemhle 
distance. As ^ song ceased, they mi^t hear a stifled sound, 
as of stqts and idiispers of persons approaching them. Una 
song was again raised, but the tune was changed : 
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^ 0 1 ^ fooiid^ sir JbiMf, 

W1i«n ye iuld riae and zide t 
Tli«re*t twenty men, wi’ bow and tflade^ 

An seeking wbm ye bide.* 

* I dbie stay no longer/ said the stranger. ^Betmti homacxr 
remain till tb^ come up, yon have nothing to &ar; but 
do not tell yon saw me : your sister’s &te is in yonr farads.’ 
So saving, he turned from her, and with a swifr^ yet cautiously 
noiseless step plunged into the darkness on tne side most 
remote from t£e sounds which they heard approaching, rad 
was^ soon lost to her Jeanie remained by the cairn 

terrified beyond egression, and uncertain whether she ought 
to fly homeward with all the speed she could exert, or wait the 
appr^h of those who were aavanoing towards her. This un- 
oeriainty detained her so long that she now distinctiy saw two 
or three figures already so near to her that a precipitate flight 
would have been equally finiitless rad impolitic. 



CHAPTER XVI 

8h« ipetkt things in doubt. 

Thftt oany bat bslf mbm : bar spaeeh is nothliig, 

Yet the nniiheped vtMtd it doth move 
The heum to coUectum ; they aim at it, 

And botch the wmds up to fit their own thoni^ta. 

ffamM, 

I IKE the d^reauTe poet Ariostc^ I find myself under the 
neoessity of connecting the DisnoheB of my stoiy, by 
^ taking np the adventures of another of tiie oharsiotets, 
and htinsjmg th^ down to the point at which we have left 
those of Jeanie Deans. It is not, perhaps, the most artMoial 
way of t^ing a story, but it bee the advantage of sparing 
the necessity of resumii^ what a knitter (if stookingdooms 
have left such a p€^n m the land^ might call our * oaopped 
stitriies ’ ; a labour in which the author generally toils much, 
without string credit for his pains. 

* I could risk a sma’ wad,’ said the <derk to the magistrate^ 
*ihat this rascal Batolifie, if he were ensured of his neck’s 
safety, could do more than ony ten of our polioe-p^le and 
constables to help os to get out of this sraape of Forteons’a 
He is weri aoquent wi’ a’ the smu^lers. thieves, and banditti 
about E^burgh ; and, indeed, he may be called the &thar of 
a’ the misdoers in Soouand, for he has passed amang them fox 
these twenty years by the name of Daddie Bat.’ 

‘A bonnv sort of a scoundrel,’ replied the magistrate^ *to 
expect a pace tmder the city ! ’ 

• Begging your honour’s pardon,’ sud the oify’s proourator- 
fisoal, upon whom the dums of superatendent oi TOliee de> 
vidv^’Mr. Fairscrieve is perfoctly in the right it is jast 
sic as Batdifie that riie town needs in my de^otanoit : an’ 
sae be that he's di^Kised to turn his k^wledge to toe city 
service, ye ’ll no find abetter man. Te ’ll ^ nae saints to w 
starters for uncustomed goods, or fi>r thieves ai^ rio*I3E|) ; 
TObVU — 11 
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sad joor decent mt of aten, Teiu^ns pw&eaom and l»okai 
tradeamen, that aie pat into tim uke o^sio trost) can do nae 
gade ava. Th^ aie feezed for this, and thev are eerapnlous 
about that; and thev are na free to tell a lie, teongfa it may be 
fer the benefit of the mte; and they dinna like to be oat at 
iirogalar hours, and in a dm oaold night, and they like a doat 
ower the croon fisr vaor; and eae between the fear o’ God, and 
the fi»ar o’ man, and the, feu o’ getting a eair throat, or sair 
banes, there ’s a doeen o’ onr dty-folk, baith waiters, and ofiioers, 
and cfmstables, that can find oat naething but a wee bit soul- 
duddery for tra benefit of the kirLtreasorer. Jodt Porteoos, 
that ’s stiff and stark, pair fellow, was worth a dosen o’ them ; 
fer he never had ony fears, or soniple^ or doabts, or oonsdenoe, 
about ony thing your honours bade him.’ . 

* He was a gude servwt o’ the town,’ said the bailie, ‘thongh 
he wae an ower free-living man. Bat if you reaUy think this 
raaoal' Batoliffe could do us <my suvioe in disoovming these 
male&otors, 1 would munre him life, reward, and pnnnotion. 
It's an awBome thing this misdianoe fer the dty, Mr. Fair- 
sorieve It uiU be vmyiUtaenwi’abone stairs. QaeenC^line, 
God bless her 1 is a woman — at leaat 1 iadge sae, and it’s nae 
treason to speak my mind sae fer — and ye maybe ken as wed 
as I do, for ye hae a housekeeper, tboogh ye arena a married 
n^ that w<nnmi are wilfo’, and downa hide a slight And it 
will sound ill in her ears that sic a oonfosed uptake sold come 
to pass, and naebody sae mudcle as to be pat into the tdbooth 
about it’ 

* If ye thought that; sir,’ said the prooatater-fiscal, ’ we could 
eadly dap into the p^n a few blackguards upon Buq>idon. It 
will have a gade active look, and I hae aye plenty on my list 
that wadna do a bur tee waor of a wm or twa’s impiron- 
ment ; and if ye thought it no strictly just ye could be just 
the easier m’ teem tee neist time they did ony thing to deserve 
it: they aidia tee sort to be long o’ gieing ye an opportunity 
to deu scores' wi’ teem on that account’ 

' I doubt that will hardly do in this case, Mr. Sharpitlaw,’ 
leturned tee town-detk ; ’ they ’ll run their letters,^ and m 
adrift befeie ye ken whue ye are.’ 

*I wiU to tee Lord Provost,’ sud tee magistn^ 
’about Batoiffe’s businesB. Mr. Sha^itlaw, you will go with 
me and zecdve instruotfams. Somethii^ may m made too out 

^ mniiiAriiiilb Ui 9oaM to tiioSaf* 
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of tiiis story of BoHor’s and bis mdcBOwn ^tluuuL I Iebow 
no bnsineBS soy man has to smggn about in dm Fsdk, 

and call himself die devil, to t£i terror of honest arho 

Hinna care to hear msir abent the devil than is sa«l the 

pulpit on the SabbatL 1 oaanot think the prea(^er himsoll 
wad be heading the mob, though the time has been th^ hae 
bemi as forward in a bmiliae as their neighbours.’ 

‘ But toese times are lanj; 1^’ said Mr. Sharpit^w. ‘ In my 
fother’s time there was mair search for silenced ministers about 
the Bow-head and the Covenant Close, and all the tents of Kedai; 


Canongate 


Mr. Sharpitlaw, being necessarily a man of high trust, was 
accordingly empowered, in the course of the day, to make such 
arrangements as might seem in the emeigmu^ most advan- 
tageous for the Good Town. He went to die jail accordingly, 
and saw Batcliffe in private. 

The rdative positions of a police-officer and a profossed thief 
bear a different complexion accordir^ to circumstanoea Tbe 
most obvious simile of a hawk pouncing upon his prey is often 
least applicable. Sometimes the guardian of justice ^ the air 
of a cat etching a mouse, and, while he snqiends his pnrpoM 
of springing nppn the pilferer, takes care so to calculate his 
motions that Im shall not get beyond his power, ^metimea^ 
more passive still, he uses dm art of fosoination ascribed to 
ratdeaaake, and contents himself with glaring on the viotim 
through all his devious flutterings ; certain that his tmrw, 
confusion, and disorder of ideas will bring him into his 

H s at last The interview between Batdiffe and fiffiaipitiaw 
an aspect differmt firom all these. TIiot sate for five 
minutes silent, on qiposite sides of a small table, and looked 
fixedly at each other, with a sharo, knowing, and alort cast 
of countenance, not unmingled widi an inchnatirm to lao^di* 
and resembled more than anytiiing else two dogs who, pre- 
paring for a ^une at romps, are seen to conch down and 
renuun in that posture finr a little time^ imtohi^ each other’s 
movements, and wuting which shall begin the game. 

*So, Mr. Batdiffe,’ sud the offieev, ooneehnag it suited idi’ 
dignity to speak fir^ ‘you give business, I mra t ’ 
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*Tm, an’ zi^ied Bateliffo; *I shall b« on that; lay oae 
mair: aod 1 think tliat will save your fiA some tronblsi Mr. 
Shi^itlaw t ’ 

’ Wl^ Jodc Balgkish (then finisher of the lav in the 
Scottish metTOTOlis) irad save them as easily/ letomed the 
proonzator-fisoaL 

‘Ay ; if I waited in tiie tolbooth hm to have him fit my 
mavat; bat that’s an idle way o’ q>eakmg, Mr. Sharpitlaw.’ 

‘ Why, I suppose you know you are unoer sentenoe of death, 
Mr. Eatmffe t ^rephed Mr. Shiaipitlaw. 

‘Ay, so are a’, as that wort^ minister said in the Tolbooth 
Eirk the day Robertson wan on ; but naebody kens when it will 
be executed. Qude fititb, he had better reason to say sm than 
he dreamed ofi before the play was played out that momine ! ’ 

‘ This ^bertson,’ said uiaipitiaw, in a lowmr and something 


like a confidential ton^ ‘ d’ ye xen. Rat — that is, can ye gie us 
ony inkliTiff where he is to l>e heard tell o’ t’ 

‘Troth, Mr. Sharpitlaw, I’ll be firank wi’ ye; Robertson is 
rather a cut abune me. A wild deevil he was, and monv a daft 
prank he played ; but, except the collector’s job t^t Wilson led 
him into, and some tuilzies about run go<^ wi’ the gaugers 
and the waiters, he never did ony thing that came near our 
line o’ business.’ 

‘IJmphl that’s singular, considering the oompi^ he kept’ 
'Fact, upon my honour and credit,^ said Ratoline, gnivmy. 
‘ He keepit out o’ our little bits afibir^ and that ’s mair thw 
Wilson aid ; I bae dune business wi’ Wilson afore now. But 
the lad will come on in time, there ’s nae fsar o’ him ; naebody 
will live the lift he has led but what he’ll come to sooner or 
later.’ 

‘Who or what is he, Ratdifie t you know, I supposet’ said 
^taipitlaw. 

‘ fie ’s better bom, I judge, than he cares to let on ; he ’s 
been a soldier, and he has been a play-actor, and I watna what 
he has been (» hasna been, for as young as he is, sae that it 
had daffing and nonsense about it’ 

‘ Pretiy pradm he has pla 3 red in his time, I suppose t ’ 

'Te may say that,’ sud Ratoliffe, with a sardonic, smile; 
‘and (touening his nose) a deevil anuuu^he lasses.’ 

‘Lixe enough,’ sud Sbupitiaw. ‘Weel, Ratdiffe, I’ll no 
stand nifftring wi’ ye : ye ken the way that fiivonr ’s gotten in 
my office ; ye maun be nsefii’.' 
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^Cotaiidy, ira, to best of my poirer ; aaotf^ng fiw oae- 
tiiiiw — I ken ttw role of tiw offioe>^ said ibe ez-d^cedator. 

‘ Now the pimdoal thiiur in hand e'en now.’ said the ^^iai 


‘ Now the ^lindpal thing in hand e'en now,’ said the ^^iai 
peroon, ‘is this job of Porteons'a An je can ne ns a Hft: — 
why, the inner turnkey’s office to h^^ wi’, and we oaptahuAdp 
in time; ye understand my meaning t ’ 

‘ Ay, troth do I, sir ; a w^ ’s as gude as a nod to a Uind 
horse. But Jock Po^^us’yoh — Lora hdp ye t — I wasundw 
sentence the haill time. God ! but I oouiuia help laughhig 
itiien I heard Jock skirli^ for mercy in the la^’ hands t 
“Mony a het sldn ye hae gien me, nemhbour,” Ihought I, “tak 
ye what ’s gaun : time about ’s mir pby ; ye ’ll ken now what 
nan^g’s gude for.” ’ 

‘ Come, come, this is all nonsense. Bat,’ said the procurator. 

‘ Te oanna creep out at that hole, lad ; you must roeak to the 
point, yon understand me, if you want &Tour; git-gaf makes 
gude mends, ye ken.’ 

‘ But how can I speak to the point, as your honour ea’s it,’ 
said Batdiffe, demurdy, and with an air of great simplicity, 
* when ye ken I was under sentence, and in the stiong-room a’ 
the while the job was going on t ’ 

‘ And how can we turn ye loose on the public again, Daddie 
Bat, unless ye do or say something to deserve it ? ’ 

‘ Well, then d — n it ! ’ answered the criminal, ‘ since it maun 
be san I saw (Wrdie Robertson among the boys that brake the 
; I suppose that will do me some gude 
* That’s speaking to the purpose, indeed’ said the office-bearw; 
‘ and now, ^t, where think ye we ’ll find him 1 ’ 

‘ Beil haet o’ me kens,’ said Batdiffe ; ‘ he ’ll no likely gai^ 
back to ony o’ his auld howffs ; he ’ll be off the country by this 
time. Bte hae gude fiiends some gate or other, for a’ the life 
he 's led ; he ’s l^n weel educate.’ 

‘ He 'll grace the gdlows the better,’ said Mr. Sharpitlaw ; ' a 
desperate dog, to murder an officer of the city fer doing his 
duty I wha kois wha ’s turn it might be next f But you saw 
him {dainly t ’ 

‘ As plainly as I see you.’ 

‘ How was he dressed f ’ said Sharpitlaw. 

‘I couldna wed see; something of a woman’s Mt mn<fe on 
his head ; but ye never saw sic a ca’-throw. Ane couldna hiae 
een toa’thing.’^ 

'But did he speak to no (met’ said Sharpitlaw. 

‘Ihey were a’ if^ealong and gabblii^ through other,’ Mud 
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Batdifik irfio was obviotulr mnnUiiig to ouzj itts eviiknoe 
fiurther utaa he ooold pomw help. 

‘This irill not do^ Batdifb^' said die raoemator ^ ‘yon must 
speak oui — out — out^’ tapping the talm em^tujally, ae he 
lepeated diat impressiTe tnonoeyllaUe. 

‘It’s very hai^ sir,’ said the prisonar; ‘and bnt tor the 
under tnmkejr’s place ’ 

‘And the terersicni of the oaptaniOT — the oapttdncy oS the 
tdhooth, man — that ^ in case of gade hehavioor.’ 

‘ Ay, ay,’ smd Batdiffe, ‘ gnde behaviour ! there ’s the deeviL 
And t^ it ’s vraiting tor d^ folks’ shoon into the bamain.’^ 

‘ But Bobertson’s bead will weigh something,’ said waroit- 
law — ‘ something gay and heavy. Bat ; the town maun snow 
cause — that ’s right and reason — and then ye ’ll hae freedom 
to eiQoy your gear honestly.’ 

‘ I dinna ken,’ said Batoliffe ; ‘ it ’s a queer way of beginning 
the trade of honesty — bnt deu ma care. Weel then, 1 heard 
and saw him speak to the wench Effie Deans, that ’s up there 
for child murder.’ 

‘The deil ye did 1 Bat^ this is finding a mare’s nest wi’ a 
witness. And the man that spoke to Bnuer in the Park, and 
that was to meet wi’ Jeanie Deans at Muschat’s Cairn — whew! 
lay that and that thegither I As sure as I live he ’s been the 
&ther of the lassie’s wean.’ 

‘There hae been waur guesses than that^ I’m thinking,’ 
observed Batoliffe, turn^ his ouid of toba^ in his cheek 
and squirting out the juice. ‘ I heard somethiim a while syne 
about nis drawing up wi’ a boimy quean about the Pleasaunts, 
and that it was u mlson could do to keep him frae marrying 
her.’ 

Hme a city <^oer entered, and told Sharpitlaw that they 
had the woman in custody whom he had directs them to bring 
before him. 

‘It ’s little matter now,’ said he^ ‘the thing is taking another 
turn ; however, George^ ye may Imng hm ioT 

officer retirea, and intxoduo^ upon his return, a tidl, 
strapping wench of mj^teen or twenty, dressed fimtastioally, 
in a sort of blue ndtog-jadcet, with taknished lace, her luur 
dubbed like that of a man, a Hig^duid bonnet^ and a bunch of 
Inoken feathms, a licfing-skirt (or petticoat) 0 $ scarlet camlet^ 
embtddned wiui tamuhed flowers. Her fodnres were coarse 
and masonlineL yet at a litole ffistanoe^ ly (Bnt Of veiy bright 
wild'hxAing hbok eyes, an aquiline ooBe^ and a oomnwnding 



HIABT <3^ WJ 

aj^^peand i»(]ier butdsom^ Slw flooiiahtd'tfea awitaA 
dbe hdd in liar hand, dM^ped n eoiurte^Aft low w a baljr at a 
Inithaight introdaoti<^ noovated lietsSf wwtnfngly aoo^ng 
to Tondutone’s ^liectiiHiB to Andi^, and opened tbs ooavena- 
iion without waiting till ai^ qnesti^weieadcad. 

‘God gie yonr tenonr gnde e’oiL and monj o’ them, honay 
Mr. ^laipitlaw ! Gnde ^en to ye, Daddie Batten ; thqr tanld 
me je were banged, man. ; or did to g^t out o’ John Dalg|eHh*B 
hands like half-haai^t Maggie Dioksont’ 

‘ Whisht, ye daft jaud,’ said Batoliffe, ‘and hear what ’s said 
to ye.’ 

‘ Wi’ a’ mv heart, Batten. Great preferment for -poat Sbdge 
to be brongnt up the street wi’ a grand man, wr a coat a’ 
passementM wi’ worset-lao^ to speak wi’ {>roTOsta and bailies, 
and tewn-derke^ and prokiters, at this lame o’ day; and the 
baill town look^ at me too. Thu is honour on earth for 
anesi’ 

‘ Ay, Madge,’ said Mr. Shaipitlaw, in a coaxing tone ; ‘ and 
ye ’re dressed out in your braws, I see; these ate not yonr 
eTe^-da3u’ olaiths ye ^re on T ’ 

‘iwil be in my fingers, ^nl’ said Madge. 'Eh,^ 
(observing Butler come mte the apartment), there ’s a minuter 
m the tdbooth ; wha will ca’ it a graoefess place nowt I’se 
warrant he ’s in for the gnde auld cause ; but It’s be naeeause 
o’ mine,’ and ofif die went into a song : — 

‘ H«v for oavaHenL bo for cavaUsts, 

Ihib a dub, dub a dnb ; 

Hava at old Boelzetmb, — 

OUver ’s sqoaakiiig for fear.’ 

‘IHd you ever see that madwoman before t ’ said Shaq^tlaw 
to Butler. 

‘ Not to my knowledge sir,’ replied Butler. 

‘ 1 drought as mu^’ said the proeurator-fiaeal, leoking 
towards Batdiff^ who answered his {ddwe with a nod of ae- 
cpiieseence and intdligsnce. 

‘ But that is hfedge Wildfire^ as she calls hmsel^* said the 
man of law to Butler. 

‘Ay, thatl aim’ said IfeMign ‘and that Ihave been evcrdnoe 
I was somethingoettor — hash ho ! (and somethhtf IBostadsa* 
dholy dwelt on net featuies for a minute). But resnaa wi^id 
when that was; itwaslaii^eyiu^atonymte^aadl’Biie’iffeah 
my thumb about it : 
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I daiiMUkailMwildflntlnmiA 0000117 sal tBimt ' 

I % MM «t tbo eooMimjr— 1 u wan OB the down i 
The U^tidiig that fleehee eo hrij^t and eo 
b aooiMy m Uithe at m boany u me.’ 

‘ Hand yonr t(ngn^ ye aldrluig limmer ! ' said tbe ofiloer who 
had acted as master of the ostmiioiiies to this eztnuwdiiiary 
serfoimer, and who was latiiw scandalised at the freedom of 
her demeanour hef(«e a person of Mr. Shaipitlaw’s im^r- 
tanoe — 'hand your toogue^ or I’se gie ye something to udrl 
fiwr 

‘ Let hmr alone, Georgy’ said Shaipitlaw, ‘dinna put her out 
o* tune ; I hae soma questions to m^her. But firsts Mr. Butler, 
take another look of ner.’ 

'Do sac^ minister — do s^’ cried Madge; 'I am as wed 
irorth looki]^ at as onv book in your aught, .^d I can say the 
Single Garritch, and the Double Oarritcn, aad justifioatioi^ and 
effedual calling, and the Assembly of Divines at Westminster 
— that is,’ she added in a bw tone, ‘ I could say them anes ; 
but it 's lang syne, and ane brgets, ye ken.’ Ana poor Madge 
heaved anower deep sigh. 

'Weel, sir,’ said Mr. Shaipitlaw to Butler, 'what think ye 
now 1 ’ ^ 

'As I did before^’ said Butler; 'that I never saw the poor 
dmnmited (seatuie in my life bemre.’ 

' Then she is not the person whom yon said the rioters last 
night described as Madge Wildfire t ’ 

' Gertainlv not,’ said Butler. ' They may be near the same 
hei^t, for they ore both tall ; but I see littb other resemblance.’ 

'Thw dress, then, is not alike 1 ’ said Shaipitlaw. 

' Not in the least,’ said Butler. 

'Madge^ my bonny woman,’ sud Sh^itlaw, in the same 
coaxing maimer, 'whatdidye do wi’ your il^dajrsdaise yester- 
day t’ 

' 1 dinna mind,’ said Madge. 

' Where was ye yesterday at e’en, Madge t ’ 

' I dinna mind OOT thing about yesterday,’ answered Madge : 
'ae day is eneujh ^r <my body to wnn ower wi’ at a time^ and 
ower mnoUe stnnetimea’ 

'But maybe^ l&dge, ye wad mind smnething about it if I 
was to gie ye this hedf-orown t ’ said Shaipitlaw, taking out the 
piece <ttimoney. 

'That migM gax me hn^lnit it oonldna gu me mind.’ 

' But, Madge,’ oontlauea Shaipitlaw, ' wete I to send you to 
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tbe miUtotifle in Lnth Wynd, and gwr 3oek Sali^ieiflh ky tiie 
iawae ^ your bade ‘ 

‘l%at wad gar me groel’ said Mwlg^ soUdog, 'bat it 
Amldna gw me mind, ye Ken.' 

u ower &r rast reasonable felks’ molaTes, sir,’ swd 
Ratdiffe^ ‘to mind silla', or John Dalgleish, or the oat and nins 
tails either ; hnt I iMnk I oonld w b^ tell ns something.’ 

‘ Try her then, Batoliffe,’ said Sharpitlaw, ' for I am tired of 
her crazy prat^ and be d— ^ to her.’ 

‘ Mad^’ said Batoliffe, ‘ hae ye on^ joes now t ' 

‘ An ony body ask ye, say ye dinna ken. Set him to be 
speaking of my ioes, anld Daddie Batton I ’ 

‘ 1 dare say ye nae deil ane 1 ’ 

‘ See if I ha^ th^’ said Madge^ with the toss of the head 
of a^nted beauty : ‘ there ’s Boh the Banter, and Will Fleming, 
and then there’s dbordie Boberston, lad — that’s Gentleman 
Qeordie ; what think ye o’ that t ’ 

Batoliffe laughed, an(h winking to the proourator-fisoal, 
pursued the inquiry in his own way. ‘ But, Madge, the lads 
only like ye when ye hae on your brarre ; they wadna touoh 
you wi’ a pair o’ tangs when you are in your auld ilka-day 
tags.’ 

‘Te’re a leeing auld sorrow then,’ replied the &ir one; 
‘for Gentle Geordie Bobertsou put my ilka-day’s olaise on 
his ain bonny sell yestreen, and gaed a’ t^ugh the toim 
wi’ them ; and gawsie and grand he lookit, like ony queen in 
the land.’ 


‘I dinna bdioTe a word o’t,’ said Batdiffe, with another 
wink to the procurator. ‘Thao duds were a’ o’ the colour o’ 
moonshine in the water, I ’m thinking, Madge. The gown wad 
be a sl^-blue scarlet, I’se warrant ye 1 ’ 

‘ It was nae sic thi^,’ said Madge, whose unretentive memory 
let out in the eagerness of contradiction, all ^t she would 
have most wished to keep oonoealech had her judgment been 
equal to her inclination. ‘It was neither scarlet nor sky-blue, 
but my am auld brown threshie-coat of a short-gown, ai^ my 
mother’s auld mutdi, and my red rokelay ; wd he g^ me a 
oroun and a Mss for the use o’ them, blesdng on his bonny 
fooe — though it's been a dear ane to me.’ 

‘ And where did he change his clothes again, hhmy ^ ’ said 
Ebarpitlaw, in his most conciliatory manner. 

‘ procurator ’s spoiled a’,’ observed Batdiffe, 

And it was even so ; for the question, put in so' 
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jlmpu, iaanediate^ ami»^ Madge to ^ (d hmg 

neeired iqpon tIuMd very topi-^ tdu(^ Jmtdifie had in- 
doe^ eedooed hw to become oommaiuoativ& 

* WbaA vae 't m vote speeiiog at ns, sir 1’ she resimied, vito 
an a^ieaniioeof stolidhy, so speedil 7 assumed as diowed toere 
ms a good deal of knavny mixed with hm tolly. 

‘1 aoItaH yoa,’ said the proontator, ‘at wlmt hour, and to 
irfaat place, Bdtortacm brought back your clothes.’ 

‘ l^bcrtson ! Lord baud a care o’ us 1 what Robertson 1 ’ 

' Hhiy. the fellow we were speaking o^ Gentle Geordie, as 
yon oallhim.’ 

‘ Geordie Gentle 1 ’ answered Madge, with well-feigned amase- 
ment. * I dizma ken naebody they ca’ Geordie Gtenue.’ 

‘ C(»ne, my jo,’ Wd Shaipitlaw, ‘this will not do ; yon must 
tdl us whatrou did with these dolhes of yours.’ 

Madge 'V^dfire made no answer, unless the question may 
seem connected with the snatch of a song wiw which she 
indnlg^ the embarrassed investigator : — 

'What didjre wi’ the bridal ring — bridal ring — bridal ringt 
What did ye wi’ your wedding ring, ye little cutty quean, 0 ! 

I gied it tul a sodger, a eodser, a sod^, 

I gied it till a sodger, an anid true love o’ mine, O.’ 

Of all the madwomen who have sung and said, since the 
days of Hamlet the Dane, if C^helia m the most affecting, 
litodge Wildfire was the most provoking. ^ 

Tito procurator-fiscal was in despair. ‘I’ll tahe some 
measures with d-nl Bess of Bedlam,’ stud he, ‘that shall 
malBe her find her tongue.’ 

‘Wi’ your &vonr, sir,’ said Ratclifie, ‘better let her mind 
settle a uttle. Te have aye made out romething.’ 

‘True,’ said the ofEmal person ; ‘a brown short^wn, mutch, 
red idn^y — that agrees with your Mad^ Wildfire, Mr. 
Butler 1’ Butler agr^ that it did so. ‘Yes, there was a 
sufficient motive tor taking this ataxr creature’s dress and 
name, while he was about su(to a job.^ 

d J T '.e t ? J 
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‘When you see it has come out without you,’ intrarv^ted 
Bhamtlaw. 

^ ‘ saei, sir,’ imterated Batdiffe. ‘ I am fiee to say now, 
since it's come out otiberwise, that these were the clothes I saw 
Bobertscm wearing last nit^ in tlm jsIL whmi he was at the 
'h^ (ff tile rioters.’ 
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direct evid^ioe,’ said ffliaipitlairj; ‘stidk to tiMt» 
Bat I will report &Toand>ly of yoo to tiie ^vost^ for I haTO 
bosineBS for you to-night It wears late; 1 must home and 
get a snaek, u>d I ’ll be back in the evening. Ee9P Ma^ 
with yon, Batoliffe, and try to get her into a good tune again.’ 
So saying, he left ue prison. 



CHAPTER XVII 


And some they whistled, and some they 8ang» 

And aoine dM loudly say, 

'Whenever Lord Barnard's horn it blew, 

* Away, Mnagrave, away I ' 

Ballad of LUUe Musgra»e» 


W HEN the man of office returned to the Heart of Mid- 
lothian, he resumed his conference with Batcliffe, of 
whose experience and assistance he now held himself 
secure. ‘You must speak with this wench, Bat — this Effie 
Deans — you must sift her a wee bit; for as sure as a ^ther 
she will ken Robertson's haunts ; till her, Bat — till her, without 
delOT.' 

‘Craving your pardon, Mr. Sharpitlaw,' said the turnkey 
elect, ‘that’s what I am not free to do.’ 

to do, man! what the deil ails ye nowl I thought 
we had settled a’ that.’ 


‘ I dinna ken, sir,’ said Batcliffe ; ‘ I hae spoken to this 
Effie. She’s strange to this place and to its wa^s, and to 
a’ our ways, Mr. Sharpitlaw ; and she greets, the silly ta^ie, 
and she ’s bieaking her heart already about this wild chidd ; 
and were she the means o’ taking him, she wad break it out- 
right.’ 

‘She wanna hae time, lad,’ said Sharpitlaw: ‘the woodie 
will hae its ain o’ her before that ; a woman’s heart takes a 


‘That ’s according to the stuff they are made o’, sir,’ replied 
BatcUffe. ‘ But to m^e a lang tale short, I canna underteke 
tke job. It gan^ against mv conscience.’ ^ 

^Yowr oonscienc^ Batr said Sharpitlaw, with a sneer, 
which the reader will probably think very natural upon the 
occasion. 


‘ Ou ay, sir,’ answered Batdiffi^ calmlv, ‘just my consci^oe : 
a’l^y h^ a conscienoe, though it may be ill wunnin at it. 1 
think mine ’s as weel out o’ the gate as maist folks’ are ; and 
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yet it’s just like tks noop of my elbow : it wbiles e 
cm ft comer.’ 

‘Weel, RftV replied Sharpitiftw, ‘ since ye are aioe^ I ’ll speak 
to tlm bossy mysmL’ 

^iiarpitiaw accordingly oaosed himsdf to be introdaeed 
into the little dark aputment tenanted by the onfiartonate 
Effie Deans. The poor girl was seated on her little flock-bed, 
plunged in a deep teyerie. Some food stood on the tahl^ ci a 
quality better thw is usually supplied to prisoners, but it was 
untouched. The person under imose care she was more par- 
ticularly placed said, ‘ that sometimes she tasted naething TOm 
the tae end of the four and twenty hours to the t’ other, exo^ 
a drink of water.’ 

Shaipitlaw took a chair, and, commanding the turnkey to 
retire, he o]^ed the conversation, endeavouring to titrow into 
his tone and countenance as much commiseration as they were 
capable of expressing, for the one was sharp and har^ the 
other sly, acute, and selfish. 

‘ How ’s a’ wi' ye, Effie ? How d’ ye find yoursell, hinny 1 ’ 

A deep sigh was the only answer. 

* Are the folk civil to ye, Effie f it ’s my duty to inquire.’ 

‘ Very civil, sir,’ said Effi^ compelling herself to answer, yet 
hardly knowing what she said. 

‘And your victuals,’ continued Sharpitlaw, in the same con- 
doling tone — ‘do you get what you like! or is Ihere ony 
thing you would partici;^ly &ncy, as your health seems but 

‘ It ’s a’ ve^ weel, sir, I thank ye^’ said the poor prisoner, in 
a tone how different from the sportive vivacity of those of the 
Lily of St. Leonard’s ! — ‘ it ’s a very gude, ower gude for me.’ 

‘ He must have been a great villain, Effie, who Drought yon 
to this pass,’ said Sharpimw. 

!nie remark was dictated partly by a natural feeling, of 
which even he could not divest himself thou^^ accustomM to 
practise on the passions of others, and keep a most heedful 
guard over his own, and partly by his wish to introduce the sort 
of oonvmsation which might best serve his immediate puiposa 
Indeed, upon the present occasion these mixed motives ci foel-^ 
ing tmd cunning harmonised together wonderfriliy^ ‘for,’ said 
Sharpitlaw to hmsel^ ‘ the greato rogue Bobertson i^ the ffiete 
win be the merit of Drilling him to justice.’ ‘ He must lane 
beim a great vill^ indeed,^ he again rmtonted ; ‘imd 1 
X had we dcelinng o’ him.’ 
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*1 may Marne mvBdlinaatliaa lam,’ said Bffie. ‘Iwaabied 
np to kern better ; oat he^ poor fellow ’ abe stepped. 

‘ Was a thorough blaekgnaid a’ hk life* I dare say,’ said 
Shajpitikw. ‘A stamiger he was in this couataj, and a oom- 
paaion of that lawless vagabcH^ Wilson, I think, Efik 1 ’ 

‘It wad hae bemi dearfy tdling him that he had ne’er semi 
Wilson’s feoe.’ 

‘That ’s very tnie that yon are saying, Effie,’ said Sharpitlaw. 

* Where was ’t that Bobertson ami yon were need to howff the* 
gither t Somegate about the Li^h Galton, I am t hinki ng.’ 

Hie simple and dispirited gin had Ihns &r followed Mr. 
Shuiallawe lead, because he biM artfully a4ju8ted his observa- 
tions to the thoughts he was pretty certain must be pas^g 
through hmr own mind, so ^t her answers became a kind 
of thinking sdoud, a mood into which those who are either 
oonstztuticmally absmit in mind, or are rendered so by the 
tmnporaiy pressure of misfortune, may be ^ily led by a skilful 
train of suggestions. But the last observation of the procurator- 
fiscal was too much of the nature of a direct interrogatory, and 
it broke the charm accordingly. 

‘ What was it that I was saying t ’ said Effie, starting up 
from her reolimng posture, seating herself upright^ and hratily 
ahading her dishevelled hair baw firom her wasted, but stiU 
beautim, countenance. She fixed her eyes boldly and keenly 
upon ^u^itlaw — ‘Ton are too much of a gentleman, sir — too 
maMi of an honest man, to take any notice of what a poor 
creature like me says, that can hardly ca’ my senses my am — 
God hdpmel’ 

‘Advantage! I would be of some advantage to you if I 
could,' said Sharpitlaw, in a soothing teme ; ‘ and I ken nae- 
thing sae likdy to serve ye, Effie^ as gripping this rascal, 
Bobertson.’ 

* 0 diuna misoa’ him, sir, that never miss’d you ! . Bobert- 
son 1 1 am sure I had naething to say against ony man o’ the 
name^ and nae&ing will I say.’ 

‘But if TOU do not heed vonr ovm misfortune, j^Ek, you 
should mind vdmt distress he nas Inought on your femily,’ said 
the man of few. 

‘O, Heaven hdp me I ’exclaimed poor Mie. ‘Mypoorfethm 
— mj dear Jeanie 1 O, that 's aaii^ to bide of a 1 0, mr, if 
you aaeo^idndneas— 'ifyehMonytoudK^compasmem — for 
a’ the folk I see here an as hard as fhewa’-stanes — if ye wad 
hut bid thmn let my sostn Jeanie mtbe.neact time she oa’eK 
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for idten I hear them ppt her ««a fiee tim ^>or, end oeoBe 
climb ap to that high window to see see miwkle ae hergowB* 
tail it *8 like to mt me out o’ my jadgment’ And die foelmd 
on him with a moe of entreaty so eaineet^ 3 r 6 t bo hnmblei that 
she foixly sho<^ the stead&st pnipose of ms mind. 

'Yon shall see your sister/ he began, ‘if you’ll tdl me’ — 
then internipting himself he added, in a more hnnied tone 
— ‘ no, d — n it, yon shidl see your sister whethm you tell me 
anything or no.’ So saying, he rose up and 1^ the apart- 
ment. 

When he had rqoined Batoliffe, he observed, ‘ You are righ^ 
Batton ; there ’s no making much of that lassia But ae t&^ 
I have cleared — that is, that Bnbertson has been the fother m 
the bairn, and so I will wager a boddle it will be he that’s to 
meet wi’ Je^e Deans this night at Muscat’s Cairn, and there 
we ’ll nail him. Bat, or my name is not Gideon ^laxpitlaw.’ 

‘ But,’ said Batcliffe, rnrhaps because he was in no hurry to 
see anything which was like to be ocmneoted with the discovery 
and apprehension of Bobertson, ‘ an that wme the case, Mr. 
Butler wad hM kend the man in the Ei^’s Park to be the 
same person wi’ him in Idadge Wildfire’s olaii^ that headed the 
mob.’ 

‘ Ihat makes nae difference, man,’ replied Sharpitlaw. ‘ Ihe 
dress, the lights the confusion, and maybe a toumi o’ a blaoMt 
ccek, or a dake o’ paint — hout^ Batton, I have seen ye dress 
your ainsell that toe deevil ye belang to durstna hae made 
oatot’m’ 

^ And that ’s true, too,’ said Batcliffe. 

‘And beddes, ye donnard carle,’ continued Sharpitlaw, 
triumphantly, ‘ we minister did wj, that he thought he knew 
something of the features of the birkie that spoke to him in 
the Park though he could not charge his memory where or 
when he had seen them.’ 

‘It’s evident, then, your honour will be right,’ said Bat- 
oliffe. 

‘ Then, Bat, you and I will go vrith the onrseOs this 
night, and gee him in mps, or we are done wi’ lum.’ 

‘ I seena muckle use I can be o’ to your honour,’ said Batoli^ 
reluctantly. 

‘Use!’ answered ffliaipitlaw. ‘You can guide toe partgri 
you kmi toe mund. Bemdes, I do not intend to quit 
yoiE^ my good firimid, till I have him in hand.’ 

^Weeli.car,’ said Batdiffe^ but in no joyM 
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etaeoM, ‘je maan haa if> your ma mji bat ndsd hs’a a 

‘We ahall ba^ tiiat viiih as,’ answered Shsspitiaw, ‘tiiafc 
will sefcib him, if it is neoessaiy.' 

‘Bnt^ sir,’ answered Batoliffe^ ‘I am sore I oonldna under- 
take to guide you to Mnsohat’s Cairn in the night-lame ; 1 ken 
the place, as mony does, in &ir daylight, but how to find it bv 
moonsMue^ amang sae mony crags and stanes, as like to ^h 
other as the oifilier to the deil, is mair than I can telL 1 might 
as soon seek moonshine in water.’ 

‘What’s the meaning o’ this, Batcliffet’ said ^larmtlaw, 
while he fixed his eye on the recusant, with a &tal and omi- 
nous expression. ‘ Have you fi}rgottmi that you are still under 
sentence of death?’ 

‘ No, sir,’ said Batoliffe, ‘ that ’s a thing no easily put out o’ 
memory ; and if my presence be Judged necessary, nae doubt 
I maun gang wi’ your honour. But I was gaun to tell your 
honour of ane that has mair skeel o’ the gate than me, and 
that ’s e’en Madge Wildfire.’ 

‘The devil she has I Do you think me as mad as she is, to 
trust to her guidimce on such an occasion ? ’ 

‘ Your honour is the best judge,’ answered Batoliffe ; ‘ but I 
ken I can keep her in tune, and gar her hand the straight path ; 
she afi^ sleeps out, or rambles about amang thae hilta the 
hmll simmer night, the daft limmer.’ 

‘Well, ^tdiffe,’ replied the procurator-fiscal, ‘if yon think 
she can guide us me rmht way ; but take heed to what you are 
about, your life depends on your behaviour.’ 

‘ It ’s a sair jud^ent on a man,’ said Batoliffe, ‘ when he has 
anoe gane sae &r vnang as I hae done, that deU a bit he can 
be honesh try 't whilk way he will’ 

Su<^ was the refleclion of Batdiffe, when he was left for a 
few minutes to himself, while toe retainer of justioe went to 
procure a prop» warrant, and give toe necessary directions. 

The rismg moon saw toe whole party free from toe walls of 
city, and entermg upon the op^ ground. Arthur’s ^t, 
like a oouohant lion <ff immense sieei, Salisbury Gram, lilm a 
huM belt or girdle of granite, were dimly visible. Holdingtotor 
path along toe sontoem side of toe Ganongate, toey gaiim the 
Abbey of Hdlyrood Houi^ and from toenoe found U^r way 1^ 
step and stale into toe Eire’s Park. They were at first fim in 
numbw — an officer (ff jumce and Shumtotw, who wrae well 
aimed with pistds and cutlasses; Bateihfi^ who was not trusted 
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ynik. wei^CH^ lest lie might, pecadventiize^ have ob^ thaaa,e& 
the enKmg siae; and the Bot at the last so^ when 

the7 eateied the dias^ they irere jmned by other two offio^ 
wh<nn Sharpitlaw, desirous to seoure snfiBoieiit force for lus pur- 
pose, ^d at the same thne to avoid observatioi^ had dneoted 
to wait him at place. Batdiffe saw this accession fd 
strength with some disqmetade, for he had hitherto thouj^t it 
likely that Bobertson, who was a bold, stout and active young 
fellow, might have made his escape from Sharpitlaw and the 
single officer, by force or agility, without his being impUcated 
m the matter. But the present strength of the followers of 
justice was overpowering, and the only mode of saving Bobert 
son, which the old sinner was Well disposed to do, inroviding 
always he could accomplish his purpose without compromising 
his own safety, must he by contnving that he should have 
some signal of their approacL It was probably with tills 
view that Batcliffe had requested the addition of Madge to the 
party, having considerable confidence in her propensity to exert 
her lunga Indeed, she had alr^y mven them so maOT speci- 
mens of her clamorous lo(|uaoity, t^t Shcmitlaw hau deter- 
mined to send her back with one of the omcets, rather tium 
carry forward in his company a person so extremely ill qudified 
to be a guide in a secret expedition. It seemed, too, as if the 
<^n air, the approach to the hills, and the ascent of the moon, 
supposed to be so portentous over those whose brain is in- 
fill made her spirite rise in a degree tenfold more lo^uadons 
than she had bitiierto exhibited. To silence her by &ir means 
seemed impossible; authoritative commands and coaxiim en- 
treaties she set sJike at defiance ; and threats only nuute her 
sol^, and altogetiier intractable. 

‘ Is there no one of you,’ stid Sharpitlaw, impatient^, ‘ that 
knows the way to this accursed place— tms Nicol Musohatis 
Osum — excepting this mad clavering idiot t ’ 

‘Deil ane o^ them kens it, except m3r8ell,’ exdtimed Madge; 
'how said they, the pMr fule oowi^ t But I hae sat on ti^ 
grave £me hat-fleeing time till cock-crow, and had mony a ^e 
crack wi’ Nicol Muschat and AiUe Muschat, that are lying 
sleei^ below.’ 

*l 3 ie devil take your crazy brain,’ wd Sharpitlaw; 'will 
yon not allow the men to answer a question!’ , 

Hie officers, obtaining a momenvs audience wldle Batdflifo 
Averted Mail’s attention, declared that thou^ they h<^ a 
gSDoal knowtedge of the qiot th^ could not nnderte| 6 ||p to 

TOUTXX — 12 
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tin patty to it "ty (i>e Boeettam li|;lit cf the mooD, witii 
mdi aeouwT aeto msnte snoeess to theur expeditioiL 

‘Wl^sludlwedc^ Batteliffel’sBid ‘J^hesew 

08 be&se ore see him — end that’s odiat he is certain to do, if 
«a go strolling about^ irithoot heeping the straight road — m 
may hid gude day to the job ; and I irad rather lose one 
hundred pounds, biuth tat the orrat of the police, and b^ose 
the Provost says someht^ mann be banged fi>r this job o’ 
Porteoas, come o’t what likes.’ 

* I think,’ said Batoliffe, * we mann just try Madm ; and I ’ll 
see if 1 can mt her keepit in ony better order. And at ony 
rate, if he sold hear her skirling her auld ends o’ sangs, he ’s no 
to ken fcwthat that there ’s ony body wi’ her.’ 

* That ’s true,’ said £harpitlaw ; ‘ and if he thinks her alone 
he ’s as like to come towards her as to tin frae her. So set 
forward, we hae lost ower muckle time already ; see to get her 
to keq> the right toad.’ 

'And what sort o’ house does Nicol Musohat and his wife 
keep nowt’ said Ratdiffe to the madwoman, by way of 
humouring her vein of fblly ; 'they were but thrawn folk lang 
syne, an n tales ^ true.’ 

'Ou, ay, ay, ay ; but a ’a forgotten now,’ replied Madge, in 
the oonfidentud tone of a gossip n^'hig the history of her next- 
door neighbour. 'Ye see, I spoke to them mysell, wd tauld 
them byganes suld be byganes. Her throat ’s sair misgruKled 
and madhiaokered though ; she wears her oon>se-sbeet (uawn 
weel xm to hide it, but ^t oanna hinder the bluid seining 
ye ken. I wussed her to wash it in St Anthon;^’s Welt 
and that will cleanse if ony tiiiim can. But they say bluid never 
bleaches out o’ linen (^th. Deacon Sanders’s new cleansing 
drape winna do ’t ; I tried them mysell on a bit we hae at 
ham^ that was mailed wi’ the bluid of a bit skirliim wean that 
was hurt some gate, but out it winna come. Weet ye ’ll say 
that ’s queer; but I will bring it out to St Anthonyr’s blessed 
Well some Inawnight just like this, and I ’ll cry up Ailie Musohat, 
andriiesmd I willhae a grand bonldng-waslung, and bleadr our 
claisehithebeemBofthe bonny Ziady Moon, that’s for pleasanter 
to me ihan the sun ; the sun ’s ower het, and ken ye, cummer^ 
my bndns are ^ enengh ahr^y. But the moom and the dew, 
and the night-wind, they are just like a caller kail-Uade laid on 
my brow ; and whims I think the mo(m just dunes mi pmpoee 
toj^easure me, whoa naebody sees her Imt mysdl’ 

raving disoouiae dm continned with podif^ns vido- 
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walking on at a great pao^ and dxa^s&igBatdiffedong 
with her, whife he end^Toni^ in appeazwee at leasts if not 
in tesdity, to induce her to moderate her yoioe. 

All at once she stopped short upon the top of a littde hillock, 



said Sharpitlaw to Ratcliffe. * Can you not get her forward f ' 

* Ye maun just take a grain o’ patience wi’ her, sir,’ said 
Batcliffe. ' She ’ll no gae a foot fisister than she likes herseUL ’ 

*1) — ^n her,’ said Sharpitlaw, ‘ I ’ll take care she has her time 
in Bedlam or Bridewell, or both, for she ’s both mad and mis- 
chievous.’ 

In the meanwhile, Mad^e, who had looked very pensive 
when she first stopp^ suadenlv burst into a vehem^t fit of 
laughter, then paused and sighed bitteriv, then was seised with 
a second fit of laughter, then, fixing her eyes on the moon, 
lifted up her voice and sung — 

* €k>od even, good fair moon, good even to thee ; 

Iprithee, dear moon, now show to me 

Tne form and the features, the speech and degree, 

Of the man that true lover of mine shall he. 

But I need not ask that of the bonny Lady Moon : I ken that 
weel enengh mysell — true-love though he wasna. But naebody 
shall say that I ever tauld a word about the matter. But 
whiles I wish the bairn had lived. ^ Weel, Qod piide us, there ’s 
a heaven aboon us a’ (here she sighed bitterly), and a bonny 
moon, and stems in it forbye ’ (and here she laughed once more). 

^Are we to stand here all night 1’ said Sharpitlaw, very 
impatiently. ‘ Drag her forward.’ 

*Ay, sir,’ said Ratcliffe, *if we kend whilk way to drag her 
that worda settle it at ance. Come, Madge, hinn^,’ addressing 
her, ‘ we ’ll no be in time to see Nicol and his wife unless ye 
show us the road.’ 

‘In Ixoth and that I will, Ratton-’ said she, sewing him by 
the arm, and resuming her route with huge strides, considering 
it was a female who took them. ‘ And I ’ll tell y^ Batton, blithe 
will Nicol Muschat be to see ye, for he sa^ he kens weel there 
i spa sic a villain out o’ hell as ye are, and he wad be ravidbed to 
haeacrac^ wi’ you — lilm to like, ye ken — it’s aproveib nmfx 
fidls; and ye sure baith a pair o’ me deevil’s nea^ I trow — hatd 
to k»n whilk deserves the hottest comer o’ bis iwle-ride.' 

Ratcliffs was conscience-struck, and could not forbear ma ic teg 
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,|Btinv<dimtaiy|m?te8tag«liiBtiI>M(daaBifio^ ‘IneTerahed 
‘Uood,’ he repued. 

‘But^ hae sauld it, Batton — ye hae aauld Uood mony a 
time, kill wi’ the tongue as weel as vi’ the haad — wi’the 
word as veel as vi’ the guUey! — 

It is the hanny batcher lad. 

That wears the aleeyes of bla^ 

He sells the flesh on Satardaj, 

On Friday that he slew/ 

‘And i^t is that I am doing now!’ thought BatoUffe. 
‘ But 1 ’ll hae nae wyte of Bobertson’s young bluid, if I can help 
it.’ Then speaking apart to Madge, he askra her, * Whether idie 
did not remember ony o’ her auld sangs ? ’ 

‘ Mony a dainty ane,’ said Madge ; ‘and blithely can 1 «ng 
them, for lightsome sangs make merry gate.’ And she sang — 

* When the glede *8 in the blue cloud, 

The lavrock lies still ; 

When the hound *s in the green-wood. 

The hind keeps the hill. 

‘Silence her cursed noise, if yon should throttle her,’ said 
Sharpitlaw; ‘I see somebody yonder. Keep dose, my boys, 
and creep round the shoulder of the height George roinder, 
stay you with Batdiffe and that mad yelling bitch ; and yon 
other two, come with me round under the shadow of the brae.’ 

And he crept forward with the stealthy pace of an Indian 
savage, who leads his band to surprise an unsuspecting party 
olP B(»ue hostile tribe. ^tolifPe saw them glide off, avoiding 
mooddght, and keeping as much in the shade as possible. 
‘Bobertson^s done up,’ said he to himself; ‘thae young lads 
are aye sae thoughtless. What deevil could he hae to say to 
Jeanm Deans, or to ony woman on earth, that he suld gang 
awa’ and get his neck raxed for her ! And this mad quean, 
after oracBng like a pen-gun and skirling like a pea-hen for 
tibe haill night behoves just to hae hadden her tongue when 
hmr olavers might have done some gude I But it ’s aye the way 
wi’ women ; if they ever hand thw tongues avi^ ye may swear 
it ’s for mischief I wish I could set her on again without this 
blood-sucker kmming what I am doing. But be ’s as gleg as 
MacEeaifoan’s elshin, that ran through sax plies of bmid-leamer 
and half an inch into the king’s heel’ 

He then began to hum, but in a ve^ low and sni^ressed 
tone, the first stanza of a fovourite ballad of Wildfire’s, the 
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words of wfaidi bore some distant aoai<^ wi& the sitaatum of 
Robertson, trasting that the power ot s880oiati(m wonM not 
&il to bring the rest to her mind : 

‘ Then ’s • bleodhoand naxg^ng Tinwold wood. 

Then ’■ haraeee Rleaoiitf sheen ; 

^en ’s • msiden nts on 'unweld brae, 

And she sings load between.* 

Madge had no sooner reoeived the eatohwoid, than she 'vindi- 
cated ustdiffe’s sagacity by setting off at score with the 8(Hig : 

* 0 sleep ye sonnd, Sir James, she said, 

When ye snld rise and ride 1 
There *s twenty men, wi* how and blade. 

Are seeking where ye hide.* 

Though Batcliffe was at a considerable distance from the 

J- J *ar J. lil xl 




of a cat to penetrate dar^ess, ooold mark ^t Robertson had 
caught the alarm. George Poinder, less keen of sight or less 
attentive, was not aware of his flight any more than Sh^itlaw 
and his assistants, whose view, though they were considerably 
nearer to the cairn, lyas intercepted by the broken nature of 
the ground under which they were screening themselves. At 
length, however, after the interval of five or six minutes, they 
dso TOroeived that Robertson had fled, and rushed hastily 
toward the place, while Shaipitlaw called out aloud, in the 
harshest tones of a voice which resembled a saw-mill at work, 
'Chase, lads — chase — hand the brae; I see him on the edge 
of the hill I ’ Then hallooing back to the rearward of his 
detachment, he issued his farther orders : ‘ Ratcli^ come hmo 
and detain the woman ; George, run and keep the stile at the 
Duke’s Walk ; Ratcliffe,^ come here directly, but first knock 
out that mad bitch’s brains ! ’ 

‘ Ye had better tin for it, Madge,’ smd Ratdiffe, ‘ for it ’s ill 
dealing wi’ an angry man.’ 

Ma^ Wildfire was not so absolutely void of common seine 
as not to understand this innuendo; and while RatcHffa, m 
semnu^ly anxious haste of obedience, hastened to the spot where 
Sharoitlaw waited to deliver up Jeanie Deans to his custocty, 
die fl^ witii all tiie despatch she could exert in an oppodto 
direction. Thus the whole party were serarat^ and in 
motion of flight or pursuit, exoqiting Batcliffe and Jeanib, 
whmn, although making no attempt to esof^ he hdd fint by 
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Too liam paid iba haamns jam flmotion, and tba pnaonar tiia ytrj 
debt of you oaUing. 

Measure far Measure. 

J EANIE DEANS — for hero our stoiy unites itself with that 
part of the narrative which broke off at the end of the 
fifteen^ chanter — while she waited,, in terror and amaze- 
ment, the hasty advance of three or four men towards her, was 
jet more startled at their suddenly breaking asunder, and giv- 
ing chase in different directions to the late object of her terror, 
who became at that moment, though she could not well assign 
a reasonable cause, rather the cause of her interest. One of 
the party — it was Sharpitlaw — came straight up to her, and 
saying *Tour name is Jeanie Deans, and yon are my prisoner,’ 
immediately added, ‘ but if yon will tell me which way be ran 
I will let you go.’ 

‘ I dinna ken, sir,’ was all the poor girl could utter ; and, 
indeed, it is the phrase which rises most readily to the lips of 
any person in her rank, as the readiest reply to any embarrass- 
ing question. 

‘ But,’ said Shaipitlaw, ’ ve ken wha it was ye were speaMng 
wi’, my leddia on the hiUdde, and midnight sae near ; ye surely 
ken that, mv bonny woman t ’ 

‘I dinna k^ sir,’ again iterated Jeanie^ who really did not 
oomjwehfflid in her terror the nature of the questions which 
were so hastily put to her in this moment of surorise. 

‘ We will tty to mend your memory by and by, hinny,’ said 
Shaniitlaw, and shouted, as we have already told the i^er, 
to Eatdiffe to come up and take ohaige of her, while be 
himself directed the chase after Bober^n, which he still 
hoped might be successful. As Batdiffe approached, Sharpit- 
law pushed the yoi^ woman towards him with some rude- 
ness, and betaldng himiseif to the more important object of his 
quest, began to roale crags and scramble up steep bank^ with 
M a^ty of which his profesmon and his gen^d gravity (ff 
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iea m a m a woald fftwionaly haTaaisgaed hiia jn c w il dt . In a 
lev mmotee time vm no one ttitiun dlfi^tk and goals' li cKltant 
halloo from one of ti>e pnnnets to the otimi £tinti^ 

aide of the hill, argued that there vas any one wilhin. Aw- 
ing. Jeanie Deans was left in tite dear moonlight ataadhott 
under the guard of a person of whom she knew notiiing^ an^ 
what vaa worse, oonoeming whom, ae the reader is weQ. awueL 
she could have learned nothing that would not have inoreaaea 
her terror. 

When all in the distance was silent, Batdliffe for the first 
time addressed her, and it was in tiiat cold sarcastic indifferent 
tone fiMniliag to habitual depra^ly, whose crimes are instigated 
by custom rather than by pa^on. ‘ This is a braw night for 
ye, dearie,’ he said, attempting to pass his arm across her 
shoulder, ‘ to be on the green wi’ your jo.’ Jeanie eztrioa^ 
herself from his gra^ but did not make any reply. ‘ I think 
lads and lasses,’ continued the ruffian, ‘ didna meet at Muschat’s 
Cairn at midmght to crack nuts,’ and he again attempted to 
take hold of her. 

‘ If ye are an officer of justice, sir,’ said Jeanie, again eluding 
his attempt to seize her, ‘ye deserve to have your coat siaipped 
fiwm your back.’ 

‘ Very true, hinny,’ said he, succeeding finxnblv in his at- 
tempt to get hold of her, ‘but suppose 1 should strip your 
doak off ffistt’ 

‘Te are more a man, I am sure, than to hurt me, sir,’ 
said Jeanie; ‘for God’s sake have pity on a half-distmoted 
meature ! ’ 

‘Come, come,’ said Batcliffe, ‘you’re a good-looking wench, 
and should not be cross-gr^ed. I was going to be an honest 
man, but the devil has this very day flung ffirst a lawyer and 
then a wonrnn in my gate. I ’ll tell you what, Jeanie, they are 
out on the hillside ; if you ’ll be guided by me, I ’ll oaitv you to 
a wee bit comer in the Pleasance that I ken o’ in anauld wi&’s. 
that a’ the prokitors o’ Scotland wot im^thing o’, and we ’ll send 
Bobortson word to meet us in Yorkshire; foe time is a set o' 
braw lads about the midland counties, that I hae dune bushuss 
wi’ before now, and sae we ’ll leave Mr. Shaipitlav to whidie (m 
histimmb.’ 

It was fortunate for Jeanie, in an emergen^ like thepreseit^ 
that she possessed presence of mind and courage, so soon as the 
^Est hurry of surprise had enabled )m to rally her reod^ 
tion. I9ie saw the risk tile was in from a ruffian, who 0^ 
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Hill sudi lij Imt had that ereiiiiig hem ataijiMiig; 

by oT strong liqnorSi dm internal aT^ndon irmoh ho 

feh at tho business on whudi Shaipidaw had xosdvod to 
emjdoy him. ^ , . , . . 

u)ii^ q>6ak sae loud,’ said dm^ in a low TOioe^ he s up 
yonder.’ 

‘Whot Eobertsonr said BatcBflfe, eagerly. 

‘Ay/ repHed Jeanie— ‘up yemder’ ; and she pmnted to the 
ruins of the hermitage and (mapel . 

‘By Q~df then/ said Batouffei ‘111 make my am of him, 
either one way or odier; wait for me here.’ 

But no sooner had he set ofl^ as fest as he <»uld run, towards 
the chapel than Jeanie started in an opposite direction, over 
high and iow, on the nearest path homeward. Her iuvenile 
exeimse as a herdswoman had put ‘ life and mettle ’ in her 
heels, and nerer had she follow^ Dustiefoot, when the cows 
were in the com, with half so much speed as she now cleaned 
the distance betwixt Muschat’s Cairn and her &ther’8 cotta^ 
at St. Leonard’s. To lift the. latch, to enter, to shut, bolt, 
and double bolt the door, to draw against it a heavy article 
of furniture, which she could not have moved in a mommit 
ol less energy, so as to make yet &rther provision against 
violence, was almost the work of a moment, yet done with such 
silence as equalled the celerity. 

Her next anxiety was upon her £skther’s account^ and she 
drew silently to the door of his amrtment, in order to satisfy 
herself whether he had been disturbed by her return. He was 
awake — prolmbly had slept but little : but the constant pres- 
ence of his own sorrows, the distance or his apartment from the 
outer door of the house, and the precautions which Jeanie had 
taken to conoeed her departure and return, had prevented him 
fimn bein^ sensible of either. He was engaged in his devotions, 
and Jeanie could distinctly hear him use these words : ‘And 


for the other child Thou hast given me to be a comfort and 
stay to my old may hor days be long in the land, according 
to iStie promise lliou hast given to those who sh^ honour 
&ther and mother : may all h^ purdbased and promised bless- 
ii^ be multiplied upon her; ^p her in the watches of the 
night and in the upnsing of the momin|^ that all in this land 
may know that Thou hs^ not utterly hid Thy face from tlmse 
that seek Thee in truth and in sinoerity.’ lie waa silent^ but 
continued his petition in the strong fervency of nmotal 
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Bis ^ni^ter v^ed to hear apartment, eomibiteci, Unit sHiile 
die me exposed to dangm, her need had hem oovmed hy the 
piayaiB of the just as by an helmet, and under the stnm^ oon* 
fidmoe that, while die walked worthy of the proteobcm oi 
Heaven, she would ezpmenoe its countenance. It was in that 
nKsnent that a vague idea first darted aeross her mind, that 
something might yet be achieved for her sister’s safety, consoioas 
as she now was of her innocence of the unnatural murder widi 
which she stood charg^ It came, as she described it, on hor 
mind like a sun-blink on a stormy sea; and although it 
instantly vanished, yet she felt a dupree of composure whioh 
die had not experienced for many days, and could not hdp 
being strongly persuaded that, by some means or other, she 
wouM be omled upon and directed, to work out her sister’s de- 
liverance. She went to bed, not forgetting her usu^ devotiona 
the more fervently made on account of her late deliverance, and 
she dept soundly in spite of her agitation. 

We must return to Hatoliffe, who had started, like a grey- 
hound from the i^ps when the sportsman cries halloo, as soon 
as Jeanie had pointed to the ruins. Whether he meant to aid 
Bobertson’s escape or to assist his pursuers may be very 
doubtful ; perhaps he did not himself know, but hM resolved 
to be guided by circumstances. He had no opportunity, how- 
ever, of doing either; for he had no sooner surmounts the 
steep ascent, and entered under the broken arches of the ruins, 
than a pistol was presented at his head, and a harsh voice omn- 
manded him, in the king’s name, to surrender himself prisoner. 

* Mr. Sharpitlaw 1 ’ said Bat^fie, surprised, * is this your 
honour t ’ 

‘ Is it only you, and be d — d to you t ’ answered the fiscal, 
still more disappointed ; ' what made you leave the woman 1 ’ 

‘ She told me she saw Bobertson go into the ruins, so I made 
what haste I could to cleek the call^t.’ 

‘ It ’s ^ over now,’ said Sharoitlaw, ‘ we shall see no more of 
him to-night ; but he shall hide himself in a bean-hool, if he 
remains on Smttish ^und without my finding bim. Gall back 
the pecmle, Batcliffa’ 

Bntcuffe hallooed to the dispersed offic^ who wilHngiy 
obqred the signal ; fm probably there was no individual among 
them who womd have been much desirous of a rmeontre 
to hand, and at a distance from his comrades, with smh ah 
active and decimate fellow as Bobertson. 

‘And where are the two women t’ said ^laij^tiaw. 
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'Bolb aude thirir heals enre them, Sat- 

eii£h^ sad he htiiDSMid the ei^ of the old B(Hig — 

‘Hun Iter pit/ np tiw ris-«W fatide^ 

Fm dM AM tMB the gee.' 

'One WKHnai^’ eaid Shenitlaw, for, Eke all rognes, he tras 
a great ealimmiatoa' of the &r sex* — ' one woman is enough to 
dark the &iieei ploy that ever was planned ; and how oonM 1 
he snoh an ass as to enteot to cairy tbronffh a job that had two 
in it f Bnt we know how to oome by them both, if they are 
wanted, that 's one good thing.’ 

Aoooplingly, like a de&atra general, sad and snlky, he led 
back his discomfited forces to the metropolis, and oimnissed 
them for the nighh 

The next morning wlj, he was under the neoessi^ of mak- 
ing his report to the sittiag magistrate of the day. The gentle- 
man who occupied the chw of office on this occasion, for the 
bulies {Angwcft aldermen) take it b^ rotation, chanced to be 
the same by whom Butler was committed, a person very gener- 
ally respected among his feUow-citimna Something he was of 
a humorist, and rawer deficient in general education ; but 
acute, patient, and upright^ possessed of a fortune acquired by 
honest industry, which made him perfectly independent ; and, 
in short, very ^ppily qualified to support the respectability of 
the office wmdi he held. 

Mr. Middleburgh bad just taken bm seat, and was debating 
in ui animated manner, with one of his colleagues, the doubtful 
chances a game at golf which they had played the day befor^ 
when a letter was aeliyered to him, addressed ‘For Bailie 
Middlebmgh — These : to be forwardra with speed.’ It con- 
tained them words : — 

‘So, 

' 1 know yon to be a sensible and a considerate magistrate, 
and one who, as such, will be content to worship Ghid though 
the devil bid you. I therefore expect that, notwithstanding the 
signature of this letter acknowledges my share in an action 
wmch, in a premier time and place, 1 would not fear eithei: to 
avow or to jurafy, you will not on that account reject what 
evidence I juace before yon. The dmgyman, Butler, is innocmit 
of aB but mvoluatazy presence an action which he wanted 
spirit to ap^veoi and fiom which he endeavoured, with his 

* 0M Wot* le 
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bait 8et i^inuMs, to dttaaada Bg. But it im BOt pt boni tibat 
it is my hint to qieak. Thete k a ironuu in your jaS, 
&llen under the edge of a law so emel that it has hi^ by 
the wall, like nnsoonred amonr, for twmite yaan^ and is now 
bionght down uid whetted to spill the mood ci the most 
heantifol and most innooent oreatim whom the walla of a ptisan 
ever girded in. Her sister knows of her innooenoe, as she 
oommnnicated to her that die was betrayed by a Tiuain. 0 
that hij^ Heaven 

Wotild pnt in vmy honest hand a whi]^ 

Toseonige me snoh a villain throng the world 1 

*I write distractedly. But this girl — this Jeanie Deans, is a 
peevish Puritan, superstitious and scrupulous after the maimer 
of her sect ; and I pray your honour, for so my phrase must go, 
to press upon her her sister’s life depends upon her testi- 
mony. But thou^ she should remain silent, do not dare to 
think that the young woman is guilty, &r less to permit her 
execution. Bcmember, the death of Wilson was fearfully 
avenged ; and those yet live who can compel yon to drink the 
dregs of vour poisoned chalice. 1 say, remember Porteous — 
and say that you had good counsel from 

‘One 0 ? ms SiiAtxbs.' 

!^e magistrate read over this extraordinary letter twice mr 
thric^ At first he was tempted to throw it aside as tiie pro- 
duction of a madman, so little did ‘the scraps from playbodcs,’ 
as he termed the poetical quotation, resmnble the correspond- 
ence of a rational being. On a re-perusal, however, he &ou^ 
that, amid its incoher^oe, he could discover something lira a 
tone of awakened passion, though expressed in a maimer qnaint 
and unnsnaL 

* It is a cruelly severe statute,’ said the magistrate to his 
assistant, ‘and I wish the ml could be taken from under the 
letter of it. A child may nave been bon^ and it may have 
been otmyeyed away while the mother was insensible, or it may 
have perished for want of that relief which the poor creature 
hfflseli — helpless, terrified, distracted, despairing, and exhaosted 
— may have oeen unable to afford to it And yet it is oertaiiiu 
if the woman is found guilty under the statat& exeenticnt wm- 
foUow. The crime has been too common, ana axMnpW aca> 

‘Bat if this other wendi,’ said the oity-olesk, ‘can i^eak to 
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Iter easier oommimieating lier ritu^n, it erill ta^ tin oase 
ficnn nnder tiie stetnte.’ 

*YeiT leplied tiie Bailie; 'and I will walk oat one of 
tiiese wys to Sfc Leonard's and examine the giil mys^ I 
know someihinr of their &ther Detms — an old Irae-blne Gamer- 
onian, who woiud see honse and fionily go to wreck ere he would 
dieigtaoe his testimony bv a sinful complying with the detections 
of me times ; and such he will probably uphold the taking w 
oath before a civil ma^trate. If they are to go on and flourish 
with tiieir bull-headed obstinacy, the legislature must pass an 
act to take tiieir affirmations, as in the case of Qutirers. But 
surely neither a &,ther nor a sister will scruple in a oase of this 
kind. As I said before, I will go qpmk with them myself when 
the hurry of this Porteous invratig&tion is somewhat over : their 
pride and spirit of contradiction be &r less alarmed than 
if they were call^ into a court of justice at once.’ 

^ ‘And I suppose Butler is to remain incarcerated 1 ’ said the 
dty-olerk. 

‘For the present^ certainly,’ said the magistrate. ‘But I 
hope soon to set him at libe^ upon baii.| 

‘ Do you rest upon the testimony of that light-headed letter t ’ 
asked the clerk. 

‘Not very much,’ answered the bailie; ‘and yet there is 
somethin striking about it too ; it seems the letter of a man 
beside himself either from great agitation or some great sense 
of guilt’ 

HTes,’ said the town-dork, ‘ it is very like the letter of a 
mad strolling play-actor, who deseires to be banged with all 
the red of his g(^, as your honour justly observes.’ 

‘ I was not <;^aite so oloodthirsty,’ continued the magistrate. 
‘ But to tile point Butior’s private chanuiter is excellent ; imd 
I am given to understand by some inquiries I have been making 
tins morning, that be did aotu^y arrive in town only the day 
before yesterday, so that it was imprasible he could have been 
concerned in any previous machinations of these unhappy riot- 
ers, and it is not ukdy tiiat he should have joined thm on a 
suddenty.’ 

‘There’s no saying anent that; seal oatehes fire at a slight 
imaik as fost as a brunstane match,’ observed the seerett^. 
‘I hae kend a minister wad be foir gnde-day and fiur gude-e’mi 
wi’ ilka man in the parodiin^ and hing just m qmet as a 
roi&et on a stidc, till ye mmiticmed the word abjuration oath, 
or patronage, or do-lib^ and tim, idiis, he wae offi and up in 
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tibe air aa linndced mileB biqrond eosomon maniMiw^ qoiomoii 
sense, and O(»nio(»i oomprehensuHL* . ^ 

'I do not understand,' ansirered the Eoagutotto, 

‘ lihat tiie joung man Butler’s zeal is of so inflammahle a dbar- 
acter. But 1 will make furtiher investigaiaon. What ollwr 
business is tbeie before us t ’ 

And they proceeded to minute inyestif^tions oonoemmg the 
affair of Porteous’s death, and other afiairs through whioh Am 
history has no occasion to tra^ them. 

In the course of their business they were interrupted by an 
old woman of the lower rank, extremely haggard in look and 
wretched in her appearance, who thrust hersw into the coun- 
cil room. 

‘ What do you want, gudewife t Who are you t ’ said Bailie 
MiddlebttigL 

‘ What do I want I ’ replied she in a sulky tone. ‘ 1 want 
my bairn, or I want naething iiae nane o’ ye, for as grand ’s ye 
are.’ And she went on muttering to herself with the wayward 
spitefulness of age — ’They maun hae lordships and honours, 
nae doubt ; set them up, the gutter-bloo<k ! and deil a gentle- 
man ama^ them.’ Then again addressing the sitting nu^- 
trate — * Will wmr hoTumr gie me badt my puir cra^ baim t 
His honour 1 I hae kend the day when less wad ser’d him, 
the oe of a Campvere skipper.’ ^ ^ 

’Good woman,’ said toe magistrate to this shrewish suppli- 
cant, ’tdl us what it is you want, and do not interrupt the 
court.’ 

’That’s as muckle as till say, “Bark, Bawtie, and be dune 
wi’t!’’ 1 tell ye,’ raising her termagant voice, ‘I want my 
bsdm ! is na that braid Scots t ’ 

’Who are youl who is your bcumt’ demanded the magis- 
trate. 

‘Wha am It Wha suld I be, but Meg Murdookson, and 
wha sidd my bairn be but Magdalen Murdodrson t Your gnud 
soldiers, and your constable and your officers ken ns weel 
enmigh when Aey rive the bits o’ duds aff our backs, and ^tke 
what p^y o’ siller we hae, and harle us to the correoAni- 
house in Leith Wynd, and pettle us up wi’ Inead and tsater, 
and mo-like sunkets.’ 

’Who is she!’ said the magistrate, looking round to some 
of bis peopla 

’Other than a gude ane, mr,’ said (me of the dty-offiei^ 
his shonidets and smmng. 
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'Win ye mty aul’ aaid &8 tennagaati W ^ g^ean^ 
with iiMiioteat faty; ‘an I had ye amang the J^ruate Whins, 
imdna I set my ten talents in yoto’ iniEEmt &oe m Ihat Tery 
irard.t’ and die snited tlie word to the action, qoeading 
oat a set of daws nsembUng those of St Oeorge's dragon on a 
ootmtry sigp-post 

‘ Went does she want herel ’ sud the impatient magistrate. 
‘ Gan the not tell her business, or go away t ’ 

‘It's my bairn — it’s Mag^en Mardockson I’m wantin’,’ 
answered the beldam, screaming at the highest pitch of hm 
oradced and mistoned voice; ‘havena I been tellin ye sae this 
half-hoar t And if ye are d^ what needs ye sit cookit ap 
there, and keep folk soraaghin’ t’ye this gate)’ 

‘Sra wants ner daughter, sir,’ said the same officer whose 
interference had given the hag such offence beforo — ‘her 
daughter, who was taken up last night — Madge Wildfire, as 
they oa’ her.’ 

‘Madge Hullfesb, as they oa’ her!’ echoed the beldam; 
‘and wlmt business has a blackguard like you to oa’ an honest 
woman’s bairn out 0 ’ her ain name 1 ’ ^ 

'An Aon^ woman’s bairn, Magmet’ answered the peace- 
officer, smiling and shaking his he^ with an ironical emphasis 
on the a<heotive, and a oammess calculated to provoke to mad- 
ness the mrious old shrew. 

‘If I am no honest now, I was honest anoe,’ she replied; 
‘and that ’s mair than ye can say, ye bom and bred thie^ that 
never kend ither fol^’ gear your ain since the day ye 
was oleokit. Honest, say ye ? Ye OTkit your mother’s pouch 
0 ’ twal |>ennies Scotch when ye were five years auld, just as she 
was taking leave 0 ’ your hther at the fit 0 ’ the gallows.’ 

‘She has you there, Qeoige,’ said the assistants, and there 
was a genertd laimh ; for the wit was fitted for the meridian of 
the p]^ where it was uttered. This general applause some- 
what gratified the passions of the old hw ; the ‘grim feature ’ 
smilec4 and even laughed, but it was a laugh of bitter scorn. 
She condescended, however, as if appeas^ by the success of her 
saBy, to explain her business more distinctly, when the magis- 
tral commanding silence again desired her either to speak out 
her errand or to leave the place. 

‘ Her baim,’ she said, ‘ mu her baim, and she came to fetch 
her out of ill hi^ and waur guidi^. If she wasna see wise as 
ither fc^ few ither fiiik 1 mm snImKd as muoUe as she had 
done ; foi%e that she could fimd he waur iar hersell within the 
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four wa's of • |iiL She ooold pareve by fi% witoewes, end 
te Ihst. that her daughter had never eeen Jodk^ Fotteoaa, 
ahro or dead, shioe he had cien her a loondering m’ his oanei 
the neger that he mw 1 f<»r &Tii^ a dead oat at the proToat’s 
nig on the Elector of Hanover’s birthday.’ 

Notwithstanding the wretched appearance and violent de> 
meanonr of this woman, the ma^trate felt the jnstaoe of hor 
argoment, that her chUd might M as dear to her as to a more 
fortunate and more amiable mother. He proceeded to investi- 


gate the oiroumstanoes which had led to Madge Murdookson’s 
(or Wildfire’s) arrest, and as it was clearly shown that she had 
not been engaged in the riot, he contented himself with direct- 
ing that an eye should be kept umn her by the police, but 
that for the present she should be allowed to return home with 
her mother. During the interval of fetching Madge from tire 
jail, the magistrate mideavoured to discover imetherner mother 
had been privv to the change of dress betwixt that young 
woman and Robertson. But on this point he could obtain no 


light. She persisted in declaring that she had never seen 
Robertson since his remarkable escape during service-time ; and 
that, if her daughter had changed clothes with him, it must 
have been durii^ her absence at a hamlet about two miles out 
of town, called Duddingstone, where she could prove that she 
passed that eventful night. And, in fitot, one the town- 
officers, who had been searching for stolen lin^ at tire oottom 
of a washerwoman in that village, gave his evidence, that he 
had seen Maggie Murdockson mere, whose presence had con- 
siderably inorea^ his suroicion of the house in which she was 
a visitor, in respect that he considered her as a person of no 
good reputation. 

'I tauld ye sae,’ said the hag; ‘see now what it is tohae a 
ohaiacter, gude or bad ! Now, maybe, after a’, I could tell jjre 
something about Forteous that you council-ohamber bodies 
never could find out, for as muckle stir as ye mak’ 

All eyre were turned towards her, all ears were alert. 'Speak 
out I ’ sud the magistrate. 

‘ It will be for your ain gude,’ insinuated the town-clerk. 

' Dinna keep the bailie waiti^,’ urged the assistants. 

She remained doggedly silent for two or three minutre, oast* 
ing around a malignant and sulky glano^ that semned to ei^9 
tile anxious suroense with whitii mOT waited her answer. Aui 
then she brcke forth at once — ‘A’ that I kret about him n^tlMt 
he was neither soldier nor gentteman, but just a th^ taa&% 
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Maokgnard, libe maist o' jmvaatSk, dean. Wbat mil jo gie 
kne for mat newg, now 1 fie wad nae serred the Chide Town 
la ma ; orproTOBt or hailie wad hae fond that out^ my jo ! ' 

while these matten were in disonssion, Mad^ Wildfire 
entered, and her first exclamation was^ ‘Eh ! see if there iana, 
our auld ne’er-do-weel deevil’s budde o’ a mither. Hegh, airs ! 
but we are a hopefo’ fiunily, to be twa o’ us in the guard at 
anoe. But there were better days wi’ us ance ; were were na, 
mitber t ’ 

Old Maggie’s eyes had glistened with something like an ex- 
pressimi of pleasure when she saw her daughter set at liberty. 
But mther her naturd affection, like that of ^e tigress, could 
not be^ displayed without a strain of ferocity, or there was 
8(Hnething m the ideas which Madge's speech awaken^ ^t 
again stirred her cross and savage temper. ‘ What signifies 
what we were, ve street-raking limmer ! ’ we exclaimed, pushing 
her daughter before her to the door, with no gentle degree of 
violence. ‘I’se tell thee what thou is now : thou ’s a crazed 
h^cat Bess o’ Bedlam, that sail taste naething but bread imd 
water for a fortnight, to serve ye for the pla^e ye bae gien 
me ; and ower gude for ye, ye idle tawpie ! ’ 

Maulge, however, escaped from her mother at the door, nm 
back to the foot of the table, dropped a very low and fiintastio 
courtesy to the judge, and said, with a giggliiig laugh — ‘ Our 
minnie ’s sair mis-set, idfter her ordinar, sir. She H hae had 
some quarrel wi’ her auld gudeman — that ’s Satan, ye ken, sirs.’ 
This eiqilanatory note she gave in a low coi^dentm tone, wd 
the spe^tors of that credmous generation did not hear it with- 
out an involuntary shudder. ‘ The gudeman and her disna aye 
gree weel, and then I maun pay the piper ; but my back ’s brow 
eneughto bear ’t a’, an if she 1^ nae havings, that ’s nae reason 
why wiser folk shouldna hae some.’ Here anower deep courtesy, 
when the ungracious voice of her mother was heard. 

‘ Madge, ye limmer I If Icometofetdi ye!’ 

‘ Hear ^ her,’ said Ma^e. ‘ But I ’ll wun out a gliff the 
night for a’ that, to dance in the moonlight, when her and the 
rademan will be whirrying though the blue lift on a broom- 
shank, to see Jean Jaj^ that they hw put^ intill the fiukcaldy 
tolbooth ; ay,^ they wdl hae a merry sail owa Inchkeith, imd 
owm a’ the bits o’ bormy waves that are poppling and plawing 
against &e rooks in the gowden glimmer o the moom ye ken. 
I'm coming, mother — I’m coming,’ she concluded, ontMaiing a 
Boufile at & door betwixt the beldam and the dComs, who were 
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eodmYowm to prerent her lo-entmaoe. Madge then ‘waved 
her haad wildly towards the eddiog, and sniift at the topoioct 
pitch of her ‘vdoe — 

' Up ia tlis air, 

On my bonny mj nuureu 

And f Me, ana 1 tee, and I aea bar yat;* 

a^ with a hop, ddp, and |timp, qtrong out of the room, as the 
witdies d Maobeth used, in less refined days, to seem to ^ 
upwards from the staga 

Some weeks intorened befine Mr. Middlebnigh, agreMbly 
to his benevolent lesolutionj found an opportunity of taking a 
walk towards St Leonard’s, in order to discover ^diether it migd^t 
be possible to obtain the evidence hmted at in the anonymous 
let^ respecting Effie Deans. 

< In fitot, the anxious perquisitions made to discover the 
murderers of Porteoiu occupied the attenticm of all concerned 
with the administeation of justice. 

In ^e course of these inquiries, two circumstances happened 
material to our story. Butler, after a close investigation of his 
conduct, was decdared innocent of accession to we death of 
Porteous ; but, as having been presmit during the whole trans- 
action was obliged to find bail not to quit £u usual residmce 
at Liberton, that he might appear as a witness when called 
upmi. The othor inddent regarded &e disappearance of Madge 
Wildfire and her mother Edinburgh. When they were 
sou^t, with the purpose of sulneoting them to some fhrtW 
intmi^tories, it was discovered by Mr. Sharoitlaw that tiiey 
had eluded the observation of the police, andT left the city so 
soon as dianissed firom the oouncil-ohamber. No efforts could 
trace the place of their retreat. 

In the meanwhile, the excessive indignation of the oonndl 
of regenOT, at the slight put upon their authority 1^ the 
murder of Porteous, had dictated measures, in which their own 
extreme desire of detecting the actors in that oonspixaoy were 
ocmsnlted, in prefisrence to the temper of the peo^ and the 
character of their churchmen. An ad of parliament was hastily 
passed, dTering two hundred pounds rewaro to those who ishoiw 
ukfonn atninst any pers(Hi concerned in the deed, and the 
penalty of dea^ ty a very unusual and severe enactment fm. 
denounced i^;ainst those who should harbour the goilly. Bht 
vdiat was chiefly accounted exeeptitmaUe, was adaiis% qppehict- 
m.vn— 18 
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the act to be toad i& chmdkes hy &e offioiaitiii^ dl^gy- 
toan, on tibe first Smiday of eirery mcmthy fer a oertam period 
immediately befc»^ the sennon. The mimsters who should 
refuse to comply with this mjunotioii wm declared, for tihe 
first offence, incapable of sitting or votiim in any church 
judii^ture^ and for the second, incapable of holding any eccle- 
switical preferment in Scotland 
This list order united in a common cause those who might 
privately rejoice in Porteous’s death, though thev dared not 
vindicate the manner of it, with the more scrupulous Presby- 
terians, who held that even the pronouncing the name of the 
^Xiords Spiritual’ in a Scottish pulpit was, quodammodo^ an 
aclmowleagment of Prelacy, and that the injunction of the 
legislature was an interference of the civil government with 
the jus divinum of Presbytery, since to the Gfeneral Assembly 
alone, as representing the invisible head of the kirk, belonged 
the sole and exclusive right of re^pilating whatever pertained 
to public worship. Very many al^, of difierent political or 
religious i^ntiments, ana therefore not much moved by these 
considerations, thought they saw, in so violent an act of parlia- 
ment, a more vindictive spirit than became the legislature of a 
great country, and something like an attempt to trample upon 
tibe rights and independence of Scotland The various steps 
adopts for punishing the city of Edinburgh, by taJdng away 
her charter and libe^es, for what a violent and over-mastering 
mob had done within her walls, were resented by many, who 
thought a pretext was too hastily taken for degrading the ancient 
metropolis of Scotiwd In short, there was much heart-burning, 
discontent, and disaffection occasioned by these ill-considered 
measu^.^ 

Amidst these heats and diss^io^ the trial of Effie Deans, 
after she had been many weeks imp|^ned, was at lengA about 
te be bought fonimrd, and Mr. Middlebunrh found leisure to 
inquire into the evid^ce concerning her. For this purpose he 
chose a fine day for his walk towaras her fother’s house. 

The eroursion into the country was somewhat distant^ in 
the opinion of a burgess of those days, although many of the 
present inhabit suburban villas considetably teyond the spot 
to which we Jlude. Three-quarters of an hour’s walk, how- 
ever, even at a pace of magisterial gravity, conducted our 
teuevotaat office-bearm to the Crags of St Dc^nard’s, and the 
humble mansion of David Deans. 


See rbe ICsgistrates anU the Porteons ICoh. Note SO. 
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The old mm was on dejua^ ot tiiz^^seafei at 

end of his oc^tag^e, busied in mending his oartrhan:^ wHIi his 
own hands ; for in those days anv sort of labour which required 
a little more skill than usual fell to the share of the goodman 
himself and that even when he was weU-to-p^ in the world. 
With stem and austere gravity he persevered in his task, after 
having iust raised his he^ to notice the advance of the strang^. 
It would have been impossible to have discovered, from his 
countenance and manner, the internal feelings of agony with 
whidh he contended. Mr. Middleburgh waited an ^tant, ex- 
pecting Deans would in some measure acknowledge his presence, 
and 1^ into conversation: but, as he seemed determined to 
remain silent^ he was himself obliged to speak first. 

‘ My name is Middleburgh — Mr. James Middleburgh, one of 
the present magistrates of the city of Edinburgh.' 

‘ it may be sae,' answered Deans, laconic^y, and without 
interrupting his labour. 

^You must understand,’ he continued, ‘that the duty of a 
madstrate is sometimes an unpleasant one.’ 

‘It may be sae,’ replied David; ‘I hae nothing to say in 
the contrair’; and he was again doggecUy silent 

‘ You must be aware,’ pursued the magistrate, ‘ that persons 
in my situation are often obliged to make painful and disagree- 
able inquiries of individuals, merely because it is their bounden 
duty.’ 

‘ It may be sae,’ again replied Deans ; ‘ I hae naething to 
say anent it^ either the tae way or the toother. But I do ken 
there was ance in a day a just and God-fearing magistracy in 
yon town o’ Edinburgh, that did not bear the sword in vain, 
out were a terror to evil-doers, and a praise to such as kept the 
path. In Ae glorious days of aula worthy faithfu’ Provost 
when there was a true and faithfu’ General Assembly 
of the Krk, walking hand in hand with the real noble Scottish- 
hearted barons, and with the magistrates of this and other 
towns, gentles, burgesses, and commons of all ranks, see^ 
with one eye, hearing with one ear, and upholding the ark with 
their united strength. And tihen folk mi^t see men deliver up 
their silver to the state’s use, as if it had been as muckle sokte 
stanes. My frtther saw them toom the sacks of dollars out o’ 
Provost Dick’s window intiU the carts that carried them to^tihe 
army at Dunse Law; and if ye winna believe his testimony, 
there is the window itsell still standing in the Luckenbooths — 

sir wniiam Dick of Braid. Note 21. 
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I ^inlc it 's a dai&^wduuxt’B booth the day’^ — the aim 
stanohelH do<»s abase Ckterford’a dose. Bat sow ve 
IsMia sio epirit amanff U8 ; we think suar about the most 
wall^'dn^e in oar ain hyre than about the blessii]^ whidi the 
fu^el of the covenant rave to the Patriarch, evm at Penid and 
Mahtmaim, or the binaing obligaticHai of oar nationid vows ; wid 
we wad rather gie a pi^ ^ts to bay an onguent to dear 
onr aold rannel-trees and ou beds o’ the En^hh bogs, as 
they oa’ them, than we wad gie a plack to rid the land m the 
swarm of Anninian caterpillars, Socinian pismires, and deistiioal 
Miss Katies, that have asMnded out of the bottoml^ pit to 
pla^e tins perverse, insidious, and lukewarm generation.’^ 

R happened to Davie Deans on this occasion, as it has done 
to many o^er habitual orators, when once he became em- 
iMurked on his favourite subject^ the stream of his own enthuti- 
asm carried him forward in spite of his mental distress, while 
his well-exercised memoiy supplied him amply with all the 
ty^ and tro^ of ihetonc peculiar to his sect and cause. 

Mr. Middleburgh contents himself with answer^ — ‘ All 
this may very true, my fiiend ; but, as you said just now, I 
have nothing to say to it at present, either one way or other. 
Tou have two daughters, I think, Mr. Deai» 1 ’ 

The old man winced, as one whose smarting sore is suddeulv 
galled; but instantiy composed himself resumed the work 
which, in the heat of his deohunation, he had laid down, and 
answered with sullen resolution, ‘ Ae daughter, sir — only am.' 

‘I understand you,’ said Mr. Middleburgh; ‘you have only 
one daughter here at home with you ; but this uMortunate gin 
who is a prisoner — she is, 1 think, your youngest daughter 1 ’ 
The Presbyterian sternly raised ms eyes. ‘ Aftor me world, 
and acoordi^ to tiie fleshy she is my (laughter ; but when she 
beeame a child of Bdial, and a company^eeper, and a trader 
in guilt and iniquity, me ceased to be a b(^ of mina’ 
‘Alas, Mr. Deans,’ smd Middleburgh, sitting down by him 
md endeavouring to take his hand, which the (ud man proudUy 
with<h»w, 'we are ourselves all sinners ; and the errors of onr 
off^rii^ as they ought not to surprise us, being the nortiim 
which they derive of a oonunon tKrrtKm of corruption inherited 
through ua so they do not entitle us to oast thm off beowise 
they nave lost themsdlvea’ 

‘Sir,’ said Deans, impatiently, 'Ikma’that asweel as — 1 

^ i IHS readar 1>e cvrtooi, he may eoBenlt Ur. Ctiaas- 

^a’s TraMtioni of sattOHirtfh, 
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mean to saT,’ ho leson^ <jieokuig the imtation W ftlt at 
beiog sohooiM — a dis^^e ibo mind whidi tiiose most 
leady^ to bestow it on others do themselves most rdodantly 
sabmit to receive — ‘I mean to sa^, that what ye observe my 
be jm and reasonable ; bat I hae nae freedom to entw into 
my ain private affairs wi’ strangers. And now, in this great 
national emergency, when there^s the Porteous Aot has oome 
doan frae London, that is a deeper blow to this poor sinfri* 
kingdom and suffering kirk iban ony that has been heard of 
sinoe the foul and &tal Test — at a time like this ’ 

^‘Bnt, goodman,’ interrapted Mr. Middleburgh, ‘you most 
think of your own honsehmd first, or else you are worse even 
toon the infidels.’ 

‘ I teU ye. Bailie liCdiUeburgh,’ retorted David Deans, ‘if ye 
be a bailie, as there is little honour in being ane in these evil 
days — I tell ye, I heard the gri^ious Sannders Peden — I wotna 
whan it was ; but it was in Mlling time, when the plowers were 
drawing slang their furrows on me back of the lurk of Scot- 
land — I heard him tell his hearers, gude and waled Christians 
they were too, that some o’ them wad greet malr for a bit 
drowned calf or stirk than for a’ the defections and oppressions 
of the day; and that they were some o’ them thinking o’ ae 
thing, some o’ anither, and there was Lady Hundleslope think- 
ing o’ greeting Jock at the fireside 1 And the lady confessed 
in my hearing that a drow of anxiety had come ower her for 
her son that me had left at hmne weak of a decay.^ And what 
wad he hae said of me, if I had ceased to think of the gude 

cause for a castaway — a It kills me to think of what 

she is !’ _ 

‘ But the life of your child, goodman — think of that ; if her 
life could be saved,’ said Middleburgh. 

‘ Her life ! ’ exclaimed David. ‘ 1 wadna gie ane o’ my grey 
hairs for her life, if her gude name be gane. And yet,’ said h^ 
relenting and retractii^ as he spoke, ‘ 1 wad make the. niffer, 
Mr. Middleburgh — I wad gie a’ these grey hairs that she has 
brought to fdume and sorrow — I v^ gie the auld head they 
grow on, for her lifia, and that she might hae time to amend and 
return, for what hae the wicked beyond tiie breath of tiimr 
nostiBs t But I ’ll never see her mair. No !_ that — that I ass 
dstenmnedin — I ’ll nevw see her mair I’ BKslipsoontinaedto 
move fin* a minute after his voice ceased to be beard, as if he 
weate repeating the same vow internally. 


^ Sm Life «f Pttm, 9. Ul. 
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^ Well, si^’ said Mr. Middlebimh, * I spesk to you as a man 
of sense ; if you would Bare your oau^ter’s life, you must use 
human means.’ 

*l understand what you mean; but Mr. Novit who is ihe 
proouiator and doer of an honourable person, tne Lahrd of 
l^biedikes, is to do what carnal wisdom can do for her in the 
circumstances. Mysell am not clear to trinquet and traffic wi’ 
courts o’ justice, na they are now constituted; I have a tender- 
ness and scruple in my mind anent them.’ 

* That is to say,’ said Middleburgh, ‘ that you are a Gamer- 
onii^ and do not acknowledge the authority of our courts of 
judicature, or present government ? ’ 

^ Sir, under your ffivour,’ repHed David, who was too proud 
of his own polemical knowledge to call himself the follower of 
any one, ‘ ye take me up before I fiJl down. I canna see why 
1 suld be termed a Gameronian, especially now that ye hae 
given the name of that famous and savoury sufferer, not only 
until a regimental band of souldiers, whereof I am told many 
can now curse, swear, and use pro&ne lan^age as fast as ever 
Richard Gameron could^ preach or pray, but also because ye 
have, in as fer as it is in your power, rendered that martyr’s 
name vain and contemptible, by pi^, drums, and fifes, playing 
the vain carnal spring, called the Gameronian Rant, which too 
many professors of relipon dance to — a practice maist unbecom- 
ing a professor to dance to any tune whatsoever, more espemally 
promiscuously, that is, with the female sex.^ A brutish ffishion 
it is, whilk is the beginning of defection with many, as I may 
hae as muckle cause as maist folk to testify.’ 

‘Well, but, Mr. Deans,’ replied Mr. Middleburgh, ‘I only 
meant to say that you were a Gameroniai^ or MacMiU^t^ 
one of ihe society people, in short, who think it incon&ptent 
to'^take oaths under a government where the Govenant is not 
ratified.’ 

‘ Sir,^ replied the controversialist, who forgot even his present 
distress in such discussions as these, ‘ you cannot fickle me sae 
easily as you do opine. I am not a MacMillanite, or a Rusi^Ute, 
or a Hamiltonian, or a Harleyite, or Howdenite I will be 
led by the nose by none ; I take my name as a Gli^tian firom 
no vessel of clay. 1 have my own principles and practice to 
answer ffir, and am an humble pleader for the gude auld cause 
in a legal way.’ 


‘ See note to Patrick Walker/ p. 540. 

* All Tarious ap^ea ot tke great g^na Caxnenmiaii. 
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^That is to say, Mr. Deans,’ said Middlebai{^ are 

a Deanite, and nave opinions peotiliur to yoaxs^' 

*It may please yon to say sae,’ said David Deans; ^bot^I 
have nudntained my testimony before as great and in 
diaiper times ; and mongh I will ntitber ea^t nsyrelr nca poll 
down o&ers, I wish every man and woman in uis land nad 
kept the true testimony, and tiie middle and straight petit, as 
it were, on the ridge of a hill, where wind and water shears, 
avoiding right-hand snares and extremes and left-hand way- 
slidings, as weel as Jolumy Dodds of Farthing’s Acre and ae 
man mair that shall be nameless.’ 

‘ I suppose,’ rej^ed the magistrate, ‘that is as mnoh as to 
sa]^ that Johnny l)odds of Farthing’s Acre and David Deans 
of St. Leonard’s constitute the only members of the true, retd, 
unswhisticated Eirk of Sootland|t ’ 

'(Md forbid that 1 suld make sic a vainglorious speech, 
when thmre are_ sae mony professing Ghristi^ I ’ answered 
David ; ‘but this I maun say, that w men act aocording to 

their g^fts and their grace, sae that it is nae marvel that * 

‘ This is all very fbe,’ interrupted Mr. Middleburgh ; ‘but I 
have no time to spend in hearing it. The matter in band is 
this — I have directed a citation to be lod^ in your dau|^ter’s 
hands. K she appears on the day of triu and gives evidence, 
there is rearon to hope she may save her sist^’s life ; if, fiom 
any constrained scruplre about the legality of her performing 
the office of an affectionate sister and a good subieot^ 
appearing in a court held under the authori^ of the law and 
ravernment, you become the means of detemng her ftom the 
discharge of this duty, I must say, though the truth may sound 
harsh in your ears, that you, who gave life to this imhappy 
girl, will become the means of her losing it by a premature and 
violent d^tL’ 

So saying liLr. Middleburgh turned to leave him.^ 

‘ Kde a wee — bide a wee, Mr. Middleburgh,’ said Deans, in 
great perplexity and distress of mind ; but ^ bailie, who was 
probably sensible that protracted discussicm might diminish the 
effect of his best and most forcible argument^ took ahasty leaver 
and declined entering ferther into the controve^. 

Deans sunk down upon his seat^ stunned witii a variety of 
oauffioting emotions. It had been a great source of ecmtiovreiy 
among those holdii^ his opinions in religions mattered hmmt 
the government which succeeded the Bevdntion could b% ifith- 
out sin, admowledged by true Presbyterians,. seeii^; thht'ii d»l 
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sob xaoogi^ tito0Ee«bBatiiOB«l iestamoay fxt tiie Sdiemalisiigae 
and Coreoaoi And lattedy, titoae oftmog in tins 
do^ine, wad aasnoaing the eonndiag titie of the anti-Pop^ 
enti-Preietae^ anti-Enisti^ anti-Seotaiian, trne I^lgrteEiaa 
lennaut, •w&n divided into mmv pett^ seots aiung them- 
ealveB, evw ae to tiie extent of Bubmissitm to the exiRting 
laws and r^»8 vphkdi oonstitnted such an aciknowledj^uent as 
amoonted to sin. 

^ At a vwy ^^imy and tomnltons meeting, held in 1682, to 
dismiss timse imporient and delicate points, the testimonies, of 
the fidthfol few weie found utterly inconsistent with each 
other.* 7^ place whmre this oonmrenoe took place was re- 
markaUy wdl adapted for such an assembly. It was a wild 
and very sequeste^ dell in TweeddcJe, surrounded by high 
hills, and &r remote from human habitation. A small river, 
or rather a mountun torrent, called the Talla, breaks down the 
glen witii great fury, dashing successively over a number of 
small cascades, which has procured the spot the name of Talla 
Zanns. Here the leaders among &e scattered adherents to the 
Covenant, men whc^ in their b^ishment from humwi society, 
and in the recollection of the severitira to which they had bem 
exposed, had become at once sullen in their tempers and fon- 
tarao in their religious opinions, met with arms in their hands, 
and by the tide of the torrent discussed, with a turbulence 
whitii the noise of the stream coidd not dirown, points of con- 
taoveisy as empty tmd unsubstantial as its foam. 

It was the forra judgment of most of ^ meeting, that all 
payment (tf cess or tnbute to the existing government was 
utterly unlawful, and a sacrifiomg to idols. About othmr im- 
potiti(m and degrees of submission there were various opinions ; 
and pmhaps it is the best illustration of the spirit of those 
milit^ fothers of the church to say, that while all allowed it 
was impious to ray ^^e oess employed for maintaining the 
staikUtig army and milituL there was a fierce controversy on the 
lawfalness.of paying the dntiee levied at ports and bridges, iae 
maintaining roads wid other neoess^ purposes; that tneie 
weie some who, r^ugnant to these imposts for turnpikes and 
pontages, were nevertheless free in eoiuoieiioe to awdie pay- 
out of the Tunal freight at poUio forries, and that a poson 

exceeding and punctilious setij James Buss^ one of the 
tiayers of the Anhlnshop of St Andrews, had givra his teeti* 
B»nqr with great warmth even against this last hunt Aade 

^ at TaUa ntana Note 22. 
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ol sabjeotioit to oonutitated This 9xdmt mi m- 

ligiito^ person and his followers haa also great scranles about 
the lawiEolness of bestowing the ordinary names upon^days of 
the week and the months the year, which saTonred in their 
nostrils so strongly of paganism, that at length they arrived at 
the conclusion that they who owned such names as Monday^ 
Tuesday, January, February, and so forth, * served themselves 
heirs to the same, if not peater, punishment than had hem 
denounced against the idolaters of old.’ , 

David Deans had been present on this memorable occasion, 
although too young to be a speaker among the TOlemical combat- 
ante. His brain, however, had l^n thoroughly heated by the 
noise, clamour, and metaphysical ingenuity of (he discussion, and 
it was a controversy to wUch his mind had often returned ; 
and though he carefully disguised his vacillation from others, 
and perhaps from himself he had never been able to come to 
any precise line of decision on the subject In fact, his natural 
sense had acted as a counterpoise to his controversial zeal He 
was by no means pleased with the quiet and indifferent manner 
in which King William’s government slurred over the errors of 
the times, when, fax from restoring the Presbyterian Kirk to its 
former supremacy, they passed an act of oblivion even to those 
who had been its persecutors, and bestowed on many of them 
titles, &vours, and employments. When, in the first General 
Assembly which sucoeedra the Revolution, an overture was 
made for the revival of the Learae and Covenant, it was with 
horror that Douce David heard the proposal eluded by the men 
of carnal wit and policy, as he callea them, as being inapplicable 
to the present times, and not fsdling under the inodem modd 
of the church. The reim of Queen Anne had increased his 
conviction that the Revolution government was not one of the 
true Presbyter^ complexion. But then, more sensible than 
the bigots of his sect^ he did not confound the moderation and 
tolerance of these two reigns with the active tyranny and 
rapression exercised in those of Charles II. mi James IL The 
iWibyterian form of religion, though deprived of the weight 
£^Imerly attached to its sentences of exoommunioatioxL and 
omnpel^ to tolerate the co-existence of Episcopal, and of sects 
of various descriptions, was still the IVatid^ Church ; and 
though the glory of the second temple was &r inferior to that 
yducli had flouriimed from 1639 till the battle of Dunbar, still 
it was a structure that, wanting the strenj^ and the terror^ 
retailed at least the form and symmetry, of the original mo<^ 
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Ulmi eamo tiie insonei^acm ia 1715, and David Deana’s licmxv 
jfor the levival of the pc^idi and pidatieal fitetaon leocmaled 
him greatly to the govonmmit of King Geoq^e, althon^^ he 
grieved that that numatoh might be suspected of a leaning unto 
Erastiaaiem. In short, moved by so B^y differmit oonsidera- 
tioua he had shifted his ground at ^erent times oonoeming 
t^ degree of freedom which he felt in adopting any act of im- 
mediate admowledgmmit or submission to the present govern- 
ment, whid), however mild and paternal, was still unoovenanted ; 
and now he fdt himself called upon by the most powerful mo- 
tive oonotivable to authorise his daughter’s giving testimony in 
a coiurt of justice, which all who have been smoe called Gamero- 
tiiana accounted a step of lamentable and direct defection. The 
vmce of nature, however, exclaimed loud in Ins bosom against 
the dilutes of fenatioism ; and his imagination, fertile in the 
solution of pdmnical difficulties, devised an expedient fer ex- 
tricatmg himself firom the fearful dilemma, in which he saw, 
on the one side, a felling off from principle, and, on the othw, 
a scene from which a fether’s thoughts could not but turn in 
tiinddering horror. 

* 1 have Men constant and unchanged in my testimony,’ sidd 
David Deans ‘but then who has said it of me, that 1 have 
judged my neighbour over closely, beoai^ he hath had more 
freedom in his walk than 1 have found in mine ? 1 never was 
a sepmtist, nor for quarrelling with tender souls about mint, 
cummin^ or other the lesser tithes. My dau|hter Jean may 
have a light in this subject that is hid fiae my auld een ; it is 
laid on her ccmsoieno^ and not on mine If me hath fr^om 
to gang before this iudioatoir, and hold up her hand fox this 
poor ustawa^r, surely I wilf not say she steppeth over her 

bounds ; and if not ’ He paused in his mental argument, 

while a j^ang of unutterable anguish convulsed his foatiues, yet, 
shaking it off, he firmly resumed the staain of his reasoning — 
‘And IF God finoid that she should go into defection at 
biddii^ ci mine 1 1 wnnna fret the tender conscienoe of one 
bairn — no, not to save the life of the other.’ 

A Roman would have devoted his daughter to death from 
differmt fimlings and motives, but not upon a more heroic 
prind^ of duty. 



CHAPTER XIX 


To man, in this his trial state, 

Hie privily is given. 

When tost by tides of hnmsn fate, 

To anchor fast on heaven. 

Watts's Eynmi, 

I T ms with a firm step that Deans sought his daughter’s 
apartment, determined to leave her to the light of hw own 
oonsoienoe in the dubious point of casuist^ in which he 
supposed her to be placed. 

The little room liad been the sleeping-apartment of both 
sisters, and there still stood there a smaU occasional bed which 
had bwn made for Effie’s accommodation wheit, complaining 
of iUness, she had declined to share, as in happier times, her 
sister’s pillow. The eyes of Deans rested involuntarily, on 
entering the room, upon this little couch, with its dark gt^ea 
coarse curtains, and the idera coimected with it rose so thick 
upon his soul as almost to incapacitate him firom opening h& 
errand to his daughter. Her occupation broke the ice. He 
found her gating on a slip of paper, which contained a citation 
to her to impear as a witness upon her sister’s trial in behalf of 
the accused For the worthy magistrate, determined to omit no 
chance of doing Effie justice, and to leave her sister no apology 
for not giving the evidence which she was suppossed toposs^ 
had caused the ordinary mtation, or subpoena, of the Scottish 
criminal court, to be served upon her by an officer during his 
conference with David. 

This precaution was so fiur fevourable to Deans, that it saved 
him the pun of entming upon a formal ezpluiataon wi& Ms 
daughter ; he only said, with a hollow and txeannlous voio^ ' I 
perceive ye are aware of the matter.’ 

‘ 0 feither, we are cruelly sted between God’s laws and man’s 
laws. What shall wp do 1 What can we do t ’ 

Jeanie, it must be observed, had no hesitation whatever about 
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^mereadiofaraeBsisgmaooart of jostaoe. SIm might have 
heard the jximt oueiueM bjr her Mnor more thaa (moe ; bnt 
vw have altMjr notice^ that she was aocostomed to listen with 
lereienoe to mooh whim she was inoapaUe of andeistanding, 
mid ^t sobtle argnments of oasoistiy found her a patient but 
nnedified hearer. Upon receiving the citation, therefore, her 
thon^ts did not turn umn tim chimerical sraruples which 
alarmed her &ther’s mind, bnt to tiie lango^ which had been 
held to her bj the stianger at Mnschat’s Csim. In a word, she 
never doubbm but she was to be draped forward into the murt 
of jnstice, in order to place her in we cmel position of ei^er 
euu^oing her sister bv telling the truth, or conunitting perjury 
in order to save her lim And so strongly did her thoughts run 
in this channel, that she applied her mther’s words, ‘ Ye are 
aware of the matter,’ to his acquaintance with the advice that 
had been so fiuurfhlly enforced upon her. She looked up with 
awous surprise, not unmingled with a cast of horror, which 
his next words, as she interpreted and applied them, were not 
qualified to remove. 

• Daughter,’ said David, * it has ever been my mind, that in 
things of ane douht^ and mntroversial nature ilk Christian’s 
conscience suld. be his ain raide. Wherefore descend into your 
self try your ain mind with sufficiency of soul exercise, and as 
you sail finally find yourself clear to do in this matter, even 
so be it’ 

‘But father,’ smd Jeanie, whose mind revolted at the con- 
struction which ^e naturally put upon his hmguag^ ‘ can this 
— THIS be a doubtful or controversial matter 1 Mind, fiither, 
the ninth command — “ Thou ahalt not bear fidse witness against 
thy nei^bour.” ’ 

David Deans paui^ fi>r, still applying her speech to his 
preconceived diftoulties, it seemed tomm as if sAe, a woman and 
a sistfflr, was scarce mtitled to be scrupulous upon this occa- 
sion, where Ae, a man, exercised in the testimonies of that testi- 
fying pmiod, had given indirect countenance to her following 
what most nave b^ tire natural dictates her own^ feelings. 
But he kept firm his pnroose, until his eyes involuntarily rested 
upon tire uttie settie-nedr and recalled we fimn of the drild of 
his old ag& as she sate upon it, pale, emaciated, md broken- 
hearted. His mind, as tire picture arose b^ore him, invdiun- 
tarily conodved, and his tongue involuntarily uttered — but in a 
tone how different from his usual dogmatical preoiskm 1 — argu- 
ments for the course dF ocmduct likefy to ensure his ddld’s saf^. 
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he said, ‘1 did not mj that joar {Mtla km 
free from etamWing ; and, qnesttmdeaa^ this aet magr he in 
the oj^nion some a tnaagrasskm, since he who beaieth 
Kitness anlawfiilly, and against his oonscienee, doth in soaae 
sort bear frdse witneM aaainst his neighbour. ^ Yet in mattsis 
of compliant the milt not in the oomplianoe sae mndcte 
as in the miim ana oonseieim of him that doth omn^y ; and, 
therefore, although my testimony hath not been spend upon 
public defections, I hnna felt fr^om to sepaiate mjrsell from 
the oommunimi of many who have been dear to hear those 
ministers who have taken the fetal indulgence, because they 
muht get good of than, though 1 could not’ 

When David had pnraeeded thus fer, lus conscience r^roved 
him, that he might he indirectly undermining the purity of his 
daughter’s feith, and smoothing the way for 1^ felung off from 
strictness of principle. He, therefoie, suddenly stopped, and 
changed his tone : ‘ Jeanie, I mrceive that our vile affections 
—so I call them in respect of doing the will of our Father — 
cling too heavily to me in this hour of trying sorrow, to per- 
mit me to keep sight of my am duty, or to airt you to you^ 
I will speak nae mair anent this over-tr 3 ring matter. Jeani^ 
if ye can, wi’ Gk)d and gude conscience, speaik in favour of this 

pair unhappy ^ere his voice feltered). She is your sister 

m tire flesn ; worthless and castaway as she is, she is the 
daughter of a saint in heaven, that was a mother to you, 
Jeanie, in place of your ain ; hut if ye arena free in conscienoe 
to speM for her in the court of iudicature, follow your con- 
science, Jeania and let God’s will oe dona’ After this adjura- 
tion he left the apartment, and his daughter remained in a 
state of great distress and perplexity. 

It womd have h^ no small addition to the sorirows of David 
Deans, even in this extremity of suffering, had be krmwn tiiat 
his daughter was applying the oasnisticu aig^ents which he 
had been using, ni^ in the sense of a pmrmisrion to follow her 
own opinion on a dubious md diluted point of controvmOT, but 
rather as an encouragement to tiansgress one of those divine 
oommandmmits which Christians of all sects uid denomina- 
tions unite in holdii^ most sacred. 

‘Oaathi8het’eaidJeanie,astiiedooroloeedonharfitiher-— 
‘ can these be his winds that I have Imaid, or has the ^mny tidcsB 
his voice and features to give weight unto the counsel wlueh 
oanseth to perish f A sister’s life, and afrdheroointingaat hoW 

tOMveitl 0 Godddivermelthisisafearfri^teBiptBikn,' 
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; Boaaus^ fitm l^ooght to tibooght^ she al (me imaged 
her &iher understood the ninth (mmmandment UteraUj, as ii^ 
hSbiting fidse witness ageUntt (mr naghbonr, wilhont extmidiii^ 
the dennnoialaofn against fidsehood uttered in fcmmr of the 
(ainnnal. But her mear and unsc^phistioated power of diB(«im- 
inatang between good and evil instantly rqected an intmpre- 
tation so limit^ and so unworthy oS. the Author of the law. 

raDMuned in a state of the most agitating terror and un- 
omrtainlr— afi»id to oommunioate her thoughts fireelv to her 
fiiithea:, lest she should draw forth an opinion with which she 
(xmld not comply ; wrung with distress on her sister’s a(xx>nnt^ 
rendered ^e more acute hy reflecting that the means of saving 
hw wmre in her power, but were such as her conscience pro- 
hibited her from using j tossed, in short, like a vessel in an 
<^en roadstead during a storm, and, like that vessel, restimg 
on one (^y sure cable and anchor — fiuth in Providence, and 
a resolution to d^harge her duty. 

Butler’s aflec^on and strong sense of religion would have 
been her prinmpal support in these distressing circumstances, 
but he was still under restoaint, which did not permit him to 
come to St. Leonard’s Cra^ ; and hw distresses were of a 
nature idiioh, with her indiflerent habits of scholarship, she 
found it impossible to express in writing. She was therefore 
compelled to trust for guidance to her own unassisted sense of 
what was right or wrong. 

It was not least of Jetmie’s distresses that, although she 
hoped and believed her sister to be innocent, she had not the 
means of receiving tiiat assurance firom her own mouth. 

The double-dewng of Batdiffe in the matter of i^bertson 
had not prevented Iw being rewarded, as double-dealers fre- 
quently have been, with &vour and preferment. Shaipitlaw, 
viio frnmd in lum something of a kmdred genius, had be^ 
intercessor in his behalf with the magisfrates, and the circum- 
stance of his having voluntarily tmnained in the prison, when 
tim do(H» were foroM bj the mob, would have made it a hard 
meuure to take^ the life which he had such ea^ means of 
saving. He received a full pardon ; and soon afterwards, James 
Batcune^ the greatest thief and housebrei&er in Sootiand, was, 
upon fiuth, perhaps,^ of an ancient proverb, selected as a 
pet8(m to be entrusted with tiie custody other delinquents. 

When Batolifle was thus placed in a confidential situation, 
he was repeateddy iqiplied to by tiie sapient Saddletree and 
others who took some mterest in the Deans fiunily, to procure 



THE HEART OF MIDLOTHIAN 


Wt 


an interview between the sisters ; bat &e mMistnteSi vdio 
were extremely amdons for the apprehension Robertson, had 
given strict orders to the oonti^, hoping ^t, by keying 
them separate, they mig^^ &om ttm one or the other, extaaot 
some inmrmation req)ect^ that fugitive. On this sat|jeot 
Jeuiie had nothing to tell wma. Sw informed Mr. Middle- 
burgh that she knew nothing of Robertson, except having met 
him that night by appointment to give her some advice respect- 
ing her sister’s concern, the purport of which, she said, was 
betwixt God and her conscience. Of his motions, puiposea or 
plans, past, present, or future, she knew nothing, and so had 
nothing to communicate. 

Effie was eoually silent, though from a different cause. ^ It 
was in vam that they offered a commutation and alleviation 
of her punishment, and even a free pardon, if she would confess 
what we knew of her lover. She answered only with tears ; 
unless, when at times driven into pettish sul^ess by the 
TOrsecution of the interrogators, she made tiiem alumpt and 
disrespectful answers. 

At length, after her tri^ had been delaved for many weeks, 
in hopes she might be induced to speak out on a subject 
ini^tel^ more mteresting to the magistracy them her own 
railt or innocence, their patience was worn out, and even Mr. 
Middleburgh finding no ear lent to further intercession in her 
behalf the day was fixed for the trial to proceed. 

It was now, and not sooner, tiiat Sharpitlaw, recollectii^ his 

E romise to Effie Deans, or rather being dinned into compliance 
y the unceasing remonstrances of Mrs. Saddletree, who washia 
next-door neighbour, and who declared ‘it was heathen cruelty 
to keep the twa broken-hearted creatures separate,’ issued the 
imTOrtant manckte permitting them to see each otiier. 

On the eveni^ which preceded the eventful^ day of trial 
Jeanie was permitted to see her sister — an awful interview, and 
occurring at a most distressing crisis. This, however, formed 
a part of the bitter cup whim she was doomed to mnnk, to 
atone for crimes and folues to which she bad no accession j imd 
at twelve o’clock noon, being the time apTOinted for admissimi 
to the jail, she went to meet^ for the nist time for several 
mcmths, her guilty, erring, and most miserable sister, in that 
abode of guil^ error, and utter misery. 



CHAPTER XX 


Sweet sister, let me lire! 

What sin yon do to saTe a brother’s life. 

Nature dispenses with the deed so far, 

That it becomes a virtue. 

Measwrtfor Meamart, 


J EANIE BEANS was admitted into the jail by Ratolifie. 
This fellow, as void of shame as of honestj, as he opened 
the now trebly secured door, asked her, witn a leer which 
made her shudder, ‘whether she remembered him I ' 

A half-pronounoed and timid ‘ No * was her answer. 

‘ What I not remember moonlight, and Muschat’s Caim, and 
Bob and Bat 1 ’ said h^ with the same sneer. ‘ Your memory 
needs redding up, my jo.' 

If Jeanie's distresses^ had admitted of aggravation, it must 
have been to find her sister under lie charge of such a profli- 
gate as this man . He was not, indeed, without something of 
good to balance so much that was evil in his oharaoter smd 
habits. In his misdemeanours he had never been bloodthirsty 
or cruel ; and in his present oocupation he had shown 
in a certain degi^ accessible to touches of humanity. But 
these good qualities were unknown to Jeanie, who, remembering 
the scene at Muschat's Gaim, could scarce find voice to acquaint 
him that she had an order from fi^ilie Middleburgh, permitting 
her to see her sister. 


* I ken that fu' weel, my bonny doo : mair by token, I have 
special dharge to stay in the wara with you a' the time ye are 
leffither/ 

asked Jeanie, with an imploring 


a ^ 

thither. 

‘Must that be sael 
voice. 


‘ Hout, ay, hinny,' ^lied the turnkw j ‘ and what the wanr 
will you and your tittie be of Jim Batcliro hearing what ye bae 
to say to ilk other 1 Beil a word ye T1 say that wulgar himken 
your kittle sex better than he kens them already ; and anoth^ 
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: o’ ln;daidbaig the tolbcK^ 
wordTw^ I tdl <mer» either to &> ye good or ill’ 

Thus eayiw Batoiifie TOAtriialtod her tilie my to the agperl^ 
ment where was oonfined. 

Shame, fear, and grief had contended for xnastory in the wo^ 
prisoner's bosom dnxi:^ the whole morning, while she had looked 
brward to this meetup ; but when the door opened, all gave 
way to a confused and strange feeling that had a tinge of joy in 
it, as, throwing hers^ cm h^ sist^’s neck, she riao^ted, * My 
dear Jeanie ! my dear Jeanie ! it 's lang since I hae semi ye.* 
Jeanie returned the embrace with an earnestness that partook 
almost of rapture, but it was only a ^tting emotion, like a sun- 
beam unexpectedly penetrating betwixt the douds of a tempest 
and obscured almost as soon as visible. The sisters w«wea 


together to the side of the pallet bed, and sate down side 
by side, took hold of each other’s hands, and looked each 
other in the face, but without speaku^ a word. In this 
posture they remained for a minu^ while the gleam of joy 
gradually ^ed from their features, and gave way to the 
most intense mroression, first melancholy, and then of agony, 
till, throwing themselves again into each other’s am^ they, 
to use the Language of Scripture, lifted up their voices and 
wept bitterly. . 

Even the hard-hearted turnkey, who had s^nt his life in 
soenes cdculated to stifle both conscience and fedii^, could 
not witness this scene without a touch of human sympathy. 
It was shown in a trifling action, but which had more delicacy 
in it than seemed to belong to Ratcliffe’s character and station. 
The unglased window of me miserable chamber was open, and 
the bee^ of a bright sun fell right upon the bed where the 
sufferers were seat^ With a gentleness that had something 
of reverence in it^ Bateliffe partly closed the shutter, and 
seemed thus to throw a veil over a scene so sorrowfuL 

’Ye mre ill, Effie,’ were the first words Jeanie could uttmT*-^ 


‘ye are very ill' , 

‘ 0, what wad I gie to be ten times waur, Jeanie 1 ’ was the 
redy — ’ what wad I gie to be cauld dead afore the ten o’diock 
bell the mom ! And our father — but I am his bairn nae laager 
now I 0, 1 hae nae firiend left in the warld ! 0 that I ware 


‘Hout, lassie, said Bateliffs, willing to show the intsrtet 
which he absolutely felt, ‘dinim be sae dooms doim-hearted M 
a’ ttiat; diem ’smosy a tod hunted that’s no kSled. Advocate 
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farngtal* hu boo^ Me throtu^ mar anamen tiiaa a’ liiui, 
And tii«re ’s no a deveier a^t toan NuM Novit e’or diev a 
bill anspensienL Haa|M or oabanged, tit^aro weeli^ haa 
m an agent and ooansd : ane’a aoie o* fiur pla^. Te are a 
IxHinjr la^ too^ m ye md ousk np your oockernonie a fait ; and 
a bonny lua vill find &Toar vr indge and inry, wfam they 
would stia^ np a neweome carle like me for me fifteenth part 
of a flea’a mde and tallow, d — n them.' 

To thia h^ely atrain of consolation the moomera returned 
no answer ; inde^ they were so much lost in their own sorrows 
as to have become insensible of Batcliffe’a presence. ‘ 0, Effie^’ 
said bra dldw «ster, ‘ how could you conceal your sitnatioa firom 
met O, woman, hM 1 deserved this at your hand 1 Had ye 
i{K)ke but ae WOTd — sony we might hae been, and shamed we 
m^ht hae been, but this awfii’ diqiensation had never come 
ower ua’ 

‘And what gude wad that hae dune 1 ’ answered the prisoner. 
' Na, no, Jeanie, a* was ower when ance I foi^ot what I promised 
when I foulded down the leaf of my Bible. See,’ she said, pro- 
ducing Ihe sacred volume, ‘ the book opens aye at the pl^ o’ 
itselL 0 see, Jeanie, what a fearfu’ senpture I ’ 

Jeuiie took her sister’s Bible, tmd found that the fotal mark 
was made at this impressive text in the book of Job : ‘ He hath 
stripped me of my glory, and taken the crown firom my head. 
He hath destroyed me on every side, and I am gone. And 
mine hope hath he removed like a tree.’ 

‘ Isna that ower true a doctrine 1 ’ said the prisoner : ‘ isna my 
crowiL my honour removed 1 And what am 1 but a poor wastecl^ 
Wan-thriven tree, dug up by the roots and flung out to waste in 
the hkhmy, that man ^d beast may tread it under foot ? I 
thought o’ the bonny bit thorn that our fother rooted out o’ 
the yard last May, when it had a’ the flush o’ blossoms on it; 
and then it lay in the court till the beasts had trod them a’ to 
pieces wi' their feet. I Ettle thought^ when I was wae for the 
bit folly green bush and its flowers, that I was to gang the same 
gaternymlL' 

‘0, if ye had spoken ae word,’ apdn sobbed Jeanie — ‘if 1 
were fi»e to swear that ye had said hut ae word of how it stude 
wi’ ye^ they oouldna hae touched your lifo this day.’ 

‘Ckmld they na 1 ’ stud Effie, with sennething like awakened 
intraest, for Me is dear evmi to those ^o fom it as a burden. 
*Wha tanld ye that, Jeanie t ’ 

*lt was ane that kend what he was saying wed eaaa^’ 
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Jeaniei wbo had a imtozalidaotoiiioeatme^ 
the 1:^0116 of her sirter’s 86^ 

* Wha was it f I coxyure ye to tdl said Effie^ seatinff 
herself upri^t ‘ Wha ooald tak interest in sio a oast-bye asl 
am now Y Was it — was it Atm f’ 

^ HontL’ said Ratoliffe, ‘ w^t signifies keeping the poor lassie 
in a switner I Tse uphaud it ’s been Eobert^n that learned ye 
that doctrine when ye saw him at Musohat’s Cairn.’ 

‘Was it him V said Bffie, catching et^erly at his words — 
‘ was it him, Jeanie, indeed 1 0, 1 see it was him, poor lad ; 
and I was thinki^ his heart was as hard as the nether mill- 
stane ; and him in sio danger on his ain part — poor Gleorge 1 ’ 
Somewhat indignant at this burst of tender feeling towards 
the author of her misery, Jeanie could not help exomiming — 
‘ 0, Effie, how can ye speak that gate of sic a man as that r 
‘We maun forme our enemi^ ye ken,’ said poor Effie, with 
a timid look and a subdued voice ; for her conscience told her 
what a different character the feeling with which she still 
regarded her seducer bore, compared with the Christian charity 
under which she attempted to veil it. 

‘ And ye hae suffered a’ tUs for him, and ye can think of loving 
him still ? ’ said her sister, in a voice betwixt pity and blame. 

‘Love him ! ’ answered Effia ‘If I hadna loved as woman 
seldom loves, I hadna been within these wa’s this day ; and 
trow ye that love sic as mine is lightly forgotten ? Na, na, 
ye may hew down the tree, but ye canna change its bend. 
And 0, Jeanie, if ye wad do good to me at this moment, tell 
me every word that he said, and whether he was sorry for poor 
Effie or no ! ’ 


‘ What needs I tell ye ony thing about it,’ said Jeanie. * Ye 
may be sure he had ower muckle to do to save himsell, to speak 
lan^r muckle about onj^ body beside.’ 

‘That ^s no true. Jeame, though a saunt had said it,’ replied 
Effie, with a sparkle of her former lively and irritable temper. 
‘But ye dinna ke^ though 1 do, how &r be rat his life in 
venture to save mine.’ ^d looking at Batcline, she checked 
herself and was silent. 


‘ I &n^,’ said Batcliffe, with one of his familiar sneers, ^the 
lassie thinks that naebody has een but herselL Didna 1 see 
when Gentle Geordie was seeking to get other folk out of the 
tolbooth forbye Jock Porteous ! But ye are of mv mind, hinny : 
better sit and rue than flit and rua Ye neeona look in 
face sae amased. 1 ken mair iMngs than Ihat^ mayba’ 
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*0 w €k)d I t(tf €k)d l’ lild Mli^ 
lierself aown <Hi her knees before li^ ‘B’fe kniii^erelli^ 
baepirttMimf baaml 0 iny bkini I my bairn ! tbs pom aw^- 
less umooent B6«-toia weeane — bone of my boDc^aad fledi ai 
my flesh I 0 mao, if ye wad e’er deserve a porti<m m beaTmi, or 
a tmflcen-hearted meatnre’s blessine upon earth, tdl me ahere 
they hae pat ray bum — the agn of my shame, and the partner 
of my sunering 1 tell me wha hw taen 't away, ot what my hae 
dunewi't!’ 

_ ‘ Hoot toot,’ said the tamkey, endeavoniing to eiianeate 
hhns^ from the firm gi^ with which she hdd him, 'that ’s 
taking me at my word wi’ a witness. Baint, qao' dm 1 How 
the (rail sold I ken ony thing of yonr baim, hozi^ t Te mann 
a^ that of auld Meg Mardoc^son, if ye ken owra maokle 

about it yoarselL’ 

As his answer destroyed the wild and vague hope which had 
saddmdy gleamed upon her, the unhappy msonOT let go her 
hold of his coat, and foil with her free on the pavement of the 
aputm^t in a stnmg convulsion fit 

Jeanie Deans possessed, with her ezodlently clear under- 
standing, the concomitant advantage o£ promptitude of i^irit, 
even in the extremity of distress. 

She (hd not suffer herself to be overcome by her own foelings 
of exquisite sorrow, but instantly applied herself to her sister’s 
rdie^ with the readiest remedies wmch circumstances afforcled ; 
and which, to do Batoliffe justice, he showed himself anxious 
to suggest, and alert in procuring. He had even the delicacy to 
with<£»w to the forthest comer of the rejom, so as to tender 
his official attendance upon them as little intrusive as possiUe, 
when l^ie was composed enough again to resume her oonforenoe 
with her sister. 

The prisoner once more, in the most earnest and brokrai 
tcraes, oorqured Jeanie to tell her the partaoulois of the confer- 
ence with^bratson, and Jeanie felt it was imposinble to r^use 
her this gratifioatioB. 

'Do ye mind,’ i&e said, ' Effie, when ye wrae in the fevrar 
before we left Woodend, and how angry yonr mother, that’s 
how in a better {huse, was wi’ me for ^eang ye imlk and water 
to drihk^ because ye grat for it f Te were a baim then, and 
ye are a wtnnan now, and ahould ken better than $A what 
oanna bat hurt you. But come weal I eanna nfiise 

ye ony thi^ timt ye me wi’ the tear in your ee.’ 

Again £me tittew herself into her anas, and fassod her 'Aide 
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•ad fiivAiMid, ‘Oifyo kead bour taag it » aboe I 

ibai^ iiu OMM iBontiepM 1 ys birt lewd bm xroelda good 
it does me bot to kea ony thisg o’ bon that’s like goo^hmssOT 
kjadnew, jre vadna wonow that 1 wish to hear o’ him I * 

Jeaoie ng^md, and commeaoed hw naRative of all that had 
jMSsed betwixt ^bertsoa and her, making it as brief as pos- 
aiUe. ^ Effie listened in laeathless anxietv, bolding her sistnr’s 
band in hms, and keenbg her eye fixed upon her fiaee, as if 
deTonring evei^ word she uttered. I^e intmjections of ‘ Poor 
fellow r — ‘ Poor George ! ’ which escaped in whisp^ and be- 
twixt sighs, were l^e only sounds with which she interrupted 
the story. ^ When it was finished ^e made a long pause. 

‘ And this was his advice t ’ were the first words she uttered. 

‘Just sic as I hae toll’d ye,’ replied her sister. 

‘And he wanted you to say something to yon folks that 
wad save my ^ung lifel’ 

‘He want^^ answered Jeanie, ‘that I suld be man-swom.’ 

‘And you tauld him,’ said Effie, ‘that ye wadna hear o’ 
coming betwemi me and the death that 1 tun to die, and me 
no aughteen year auld yet t ’ 

‘ I told lum,’ replied Jeanie, who now trembled at the turn 
whi^ her sister’s reflections seemed about to take, ‘that 1 
dauned na sweu to an untouth.’ 

‘ And what d’ ye ca’ an untruth 1 ’ said Effie, again showing a 
tou(h of her former s^t. ‘ Ye are muckle to blame, lass, if ye 
think a mother would, or coul^ murder her ain bairn. Murder I 
I wad hae laid down my life just to see a blink o’ its ee ! ’ 

‘1 do believe,’ said Jeanie, ‘that ye are as innocent of sic a 
purpose as the new-born babe itselL’ 

‘ I am glad ye do me that justice,’ said Effie, haughtily ; ‘ it ’s 
rriiilea the &ut of very good folk like vou, Jeanie, that they 
think a’ the rest of the warld are as bad as the warst tempta- 
tioDB can make tiiem.’ 

‘I Hinna desOTve this fi»e ye, Effie,’ said her sister, sobbing, 
and feeling at once the injustaoe of the reproach and compassion 
for the state mind which dictated it. 

‘Maybeno, sister,’ said Effie. ‘ But ^ are angiy because I love 
BoberteKm. How can 1 he^) loving him, that mves me better 
than body and soul baith 1 Here^ put his Efe in a nifler, to 
break the ^ison to let me out; and sure am I, had it stood wi’ 
hon as it stands wi’ ^ ’ Here she pwisra and i^siknli 

‘0, if it stttde wr me to save ye wi’ risk ^etv 1^1 ’ said 
Jastoa. 
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*Ay, kMf* aai<t hw eistor, ‘iJutt’s nghtlj nid, bat no eae 
lightly (sediteel, fiae ane that vinna vaie a word me : and 
if it be a wiang word, ye ’ll hae time eneo^h to recent o’t’ 

‘Bat that ^wcod is a grieTous sin, and it’s a aeq>» offence 
when it ’s a an wilii^y and presomptnonsly oommittod.' 

‘ Wed, wed, Jeanie,’ said Effie, ‘1 mind a’ about the sins o’ 
prosomption in the qaestions ; we ’ll speak nae mair about tins 
matter, and ye may saye yoor breath to say yoiu oarritdi ; and 
ht me, I ’ll soon hM nM c^th to waste on ony body.’ 

‘ I mast needs say,’ interposed Batclifii^ ‘ that it ’s d — d hard, 
when three words of your mouth would sive the giii the chance 
to nick Moll Blood ^ that you make suon scrupling about tap- 
ping* to them. D — ^n me, if they would take me, if I would 
imt to all Whatd’yecallum’s — Hyssop’s Fables — for her 
life ; I am us’d to ’t, b— t me, for less matters. Why, I have 
smacked calfekin * fifty times in England for a keg of brandy.’ 

‘Never speak mair o’t,’ said the prisoner. ‘It e just as wed 
as it is j and gude day, sister, ye keep Mr. Batoliffe waiting on. 

Ye’ll come luck and see me, 1 rewon, before ’here she 

stopped, and became deadly pale. 

^ ‘ And are we to part in this way,’ said Jeanie, ‘and you in 
do deadly peril f 0, Fffie, look but up and say what ye wad 
hae me to do, and 1 could find in my neart anudst to say that 
1 wad do ’t.’^ 

‘No, Jeanie,’ replied her sister, after an effort, ‘I am better 
minded now. At my best, I was never half sae gude as ye 
were, and what for suld you begin to mak yoursm waur to 
mve me, now t^t I am no worth saving f God knows, that 
in my sober mind I wadna wuss ony living creature to do a 
\rrang thing to save my life. I might Imve fled fiae this 
tolbooth on that awin’ night wi’ one wad hae carried me through 
the warld, and fiiended me, and fended for me. But I said to 
them, let ^ gang when gude feme is gane before it. But this 
lang imprisonment has broken my spirit, and I am whiles sair 
left to mys^ and then I wad gie the Indian mines of gold and 
diamonds just for life and breathy for I think, Jeanie, I have 
such roving fits as I used to hae m the fever ; but inriiead of 
the fiery een, and wolves, and Widow Butler’s bulls^g, that I 
u^ to see spriling up on my bed, I am thinking now about a 
high bl^ gibbet, and me standing up, and such seas of feces 
all lookup up at poor Effie Deans, and aridng if it be her that 
George Bobertson used to cadi the Lily of St. Leonard’s. And 
then they stre tch out their feces, and nud» mouths, and gun at 

* Swearing. _ » EUwed tbe book. 


^ The gallows. 
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me, ft&d wfaidbterer unay I look, I see a &oe laimfaing lika 
Muidookson, when die taoldme I had seen tke last of my wean« 
Ood preserve ns, Jeanie, that carline has a fearsome feoel' 
She ^pped her hands before her eyes as she uttered this 
exclamation, as if to secure herself a^;amst seeing the fearful 
object ^e had allud^ to. ^ 

Jeanie Deans remained with her sister for two hours, during 
which she endeavoured, if poi^ible, to extract something from 
her that might be serviceable in her excu^tion. But^e had 
nothing to say beyond what she h^ declmred on her first ex- 
amination, with the purport of which the reader will be made 
acquamted in proper time and place.^ * Thev wadna believe her,' 
she said, ^ and she had naething mcur to tell them.’ 

At length Batcliffe, ^ough reluctantly, informed the sisters 
that there was a necessity that they should part. ^Mr. Novit,' 
he said, ‘was to see the prisoner, and maybe Mr. Langtale too. 
Langtale likes to look at a bonny lass, whether in prison or out 
o' mrison.’ 

Keluctantly, therefoi^ and slowly, after many a tear and 
many an embrace, Jeanie retired from the apartment, and heard 
its jarring bolts tamed upon the dear bemg firom whom she 
was separated. Somewhat femiliarised now even with her rude 
conductor, she offered him a small present in money, wirii a re- 
quest he would do what he could for her sister’s accommodation. 
To her surprise, Batcliffe declined Ihe fee. ‘I wasna bloody 
when I was on the pad,' he said, ‘and I winna be greedy — that 
is, beyond what 's nght and reasonable — now that I am in the 
lock Keep the siller ; and for civility, your sister shall hae sic 
as I can bestow. But I hope you 'll think better on it, and ^ 
an oath for her ; deil a hair ill there is in it, if ye are rapping 
agap the crown. I kend a worthy minister, as gude a man, 
bating the deed they deposed him for, as ever ye heard claver 
in a pu'pit, that rapped to a hogshead of pigtail tobacco, just 
for as muckle as fiUea his spleuchan.^ But maybe ye are imp- 
ing your ain counsel ; weel, weel, there 's nae harm m that. Ab 
for your sister, I'se see that she gets her meat clean and warm, 
and I '11 try to gar her lie down and take a sleep aftmr dinner, 
for deil a ee she 'll close the night. I hae gude experience m 
&ese matters. The first night is aye the warst o't I ha^ 
never heard o' ane that sleepit the night afore trial, but m 
xamj a ane that sleqpit as sound as a tap the night \mm ths& 
nec^ were stxaught^ And it's nae wonder : the warst 
be tholed when it 's kend Better a finger aff as aye liragS^^ 


^ Tobacco poiieli* 



CHAPTER XXI 


Tet tlioiig^ thou mtyrt be diagg'd in toom 
To ycmder Igaooiiiiioiu tree» 

Tboa sbftlt not want one fcdtl^ Mend 
To share the omel fates* decree. 

Jmmy Dawmm* 

jk FTUR ^>aidiiig tlw ffraater part of tiie monung in his 
^'rations, for his. benevolent neighbours had Idndly 
•A Ja insisted upon disohaiging his task of ordina^ labonn 
David Deans entei^ the apart^nt when the hreakost xaeal 
was prepared. His eyes were involuntarily cast down, for he 
WM ahaid to look at Jeanie, woertain as ne whether she 
might feel herself at libwty, with a good conscience, to attend 
the Court of Justiciary that day, to give the evidence which he 
understood that she possessed in order to her sister’s exculpation. 
At length, after a mmute of af^rehensive hesitation, he looked 
at her dr^ to discover whether it seemed to be in her ocmtem- 
plati(Hi to go abroad that morning. Her apparel was neat and 
plain, but such as conveyed no exact intimation of her intentions 
to go abroad. She had exchanged her usual £^b for morning 
labour for one something infenor to that wiw whi<h, as her 
best, she was wont to drees herself for church, or at^ more rare 
occasion of TOing into society. Her sense tau^t her, that it 
was respeetral to be deomit in her apparel on such an occasion, 
while her feelings induced her to lay aside the use of the very 
few and simple personal ornaments which, on other occasions, 
^e permitted herself to wear.^ So tiiat there occurred nothing 
in her extomal appearuioe which could mark out to her fether, 
whh anything l&e certainty, her intentions oa tins occasioD. 

The piepmtidns for thw humble meal were that motniiig 
made in vmn. The fether and daughter sat; eaifo assuming 
the appearance of eating when the other’s eyes were tiimed to 
them, and desisting from the efibrt with disgust udien the 
dfeotiom^ imposture seemed no longer necessary. 
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At length these momosts dP oomMmk mm xmmiL T!km 
soTOidof St Gsles^ heavy toU anoomieed the hoar preview to 
the oommenoeineat of the trial; Jeanie arose, aaei« with a 
degree of oompo^ore for which she herself could not aoo^iati 
aasumed her piaid, and made her other prqiaxatioiis for a dis- 
tant waUdxig. It was a strange contrast between the firmness 
of her demeanour and the vaoiUation and cruel uncertainty of 
purpoM indicated in all her fother’s motions; and one un- 
acquainted with both could scarcely have supposed that the 
former was,^ in her ordinary habits of life, a docile, quiet, gen^ 
and even timid country maiden, while W &ther, with a mind 
naturally proud and strong, and supported by religious opinions 
of a stern, stoical, and unyielding character, h^ in his time 
undergone and wi^t(^ the most severe hardships wd the 
most imminent peril, without depression spirit or subjugation 
of his constancy. The secret of this difference was, that Jeanie’s 
mind had alr^dy anticipated the line of conduct which she 
must adopt, with ^ its natural and necessary consequenoes ; 
while her fother, imorant of every other circumstance, tor- 
mented himself wiw imagining what the one sister might say 
or swear, or what effect her testimony might have upon the 
awful event of the trial 

He watched his daughter with a foltering and indecisive 
look, until she looked back upon him with a look of unutterable 
anguish, as she was about to leave the apartment. 

‘My dear lassie,’ said he, ‘I wiQ ’ His action, hastily 

and confusedly searching for his worsted mittans^ and stal^ 
showed hk purpose of accompanying her, though his tongue 
foiled distinctly to minoance it, 

‘Father,’ said Jeanie, replying rather to his action than his 
words, ‘ye had better not’ 

‘In tne stren^ of my God,’ answered Deans, assuming 
firmness, ‘I will go forth.’ 

And, taking his daughter’s arm under his, he began to walk 
firom ihe door mth step so hasty tibat she was almost unalde 
to keep up with him. A trifli^ circumstance, but which 
markea the perturbed state of his mind, checked his course. 
‘ Your bonnet, fother 1 ’ said Jeanie, who observed he had come 
out with his grey hairs uncovered. He turned bdek with a 
slight blush on his eheek,^ being ashamed to have been de- 
teded in an omission which indicated so much mentiti con- 
fymmt assumed bis large blue Scottish bonnet^ and with a 
dowers but inc«e cennposed, as if tiie micunmtance Imd 

^ ▲ kind of worsted gloyes used by the lower ordera 
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liu totonuon i^fais lewdotioiiand oolleetliis soatterod idtias, 
•gain plaeedliudaai^ter’sann undwhu,aiid lestnnedtiiemy 
toEdinbnis^ 

ooorto of Jast^ irate th«i, and ^ still, held in ehat 
is oaUed the Pariiament dose, or, according to modem {^masck 
the Flariiament Sqnue, and occupied Ihe buildup intended 
Ihe accommodation of the Scottish Estatea This edifice, 
titoogh in an imperfect and corrupted si^le of ar^tectnre, 
had then a grave^ decent, and, as it were, a judicial aspect, 
whidi waa at leart entitled to respect from its antiijuity ; for 
which Tenetable ficont, I observed, on my last occasional visit 
to the metropolis, tiiat modem taste had substituted, at great 
i^parent ei^ns^ a pile so utterly inconsistent with every 
monument of antiquil^ aroun^ and in i^f so clumsy at the 
same time and fintasraa that it ma^ be likened to the decora- 
tions of Tom hbrrand, the porter, m the 7Wp to the Jubilee, 
when he amiears bedizened with the tawdry finery of Beau 
CSincher. tranaeat awn eceteris erroribue. 

The small quadrangle, or close, if we may presume stiU 
to mve it that appropriate though antiquated title, whi(di 
at Litchfield, Salisbury, and elsewhere is properlv applied 
to designate the inclosure adjacent to a cathedral, alr^y 
evinced tokens of the fetal scene which was that da^ to be 
acted. The soldiers of the City Ouard were on their post^ 
now enduring, and now rudely repelling with the butts of their 
muskets, the motley crew who thrust each other forward, to 
catch a glance at toe unfortunate obiect of tri^ as she should 
pass firom toe adjacent prison to the court m which her fete 
was to be determined. All must have occasionally observed, 
with dfegust, toe apathy with which the vulgar gaze on scenes 
of this nature, and Low seldom, unless when their sympathies 
are oaUed forto 1^ some striking and extraordinary circum- 
stance, toe crowd evince any interest deeper than that of 
callous, unthinking bustle and bmtal curiosity. They laugh, 
jest^ quarrel, and push eato other to and fro, with toe same^ un- 
fedmg indifrarenoe as if they were assembled for some hoiida.y 

S t, or to see an idle procession. Occasioiudly, however, tois 
eanour, so natural to the degraded populace of a large town, 
is ^hanged for a tmnpoiaty touch of human affeetionB ; and 
so it dianoed on toe present occasion. 

When Deems mid nis daughter pres^ted themselves in toe 
dose, and endeavoured to make their way forward to toe 
door of toe court-house, they beoune involved in the mob^ 
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snlject, of e6iiiae^ to their ioadenoe. Am Beans teiidled 
with some force the rade pashes whidi he reoMTed on aid 
sides, his figoie and antiqnated dress oanght the attenticm of 
the rabble, who often show an intnitiTe shupnees in asorilnag 
the proper oharaotw fiom external appearance. 

* Ye *re welcome, Whigs, 

Frae Bothwell Briggs,* 

sung one fellow, for tibe mob of Edinburgh were at that time 
Jaoobitically disposed, probably beoause that was the line of 
sentiment most diametncally opposite to existing authority. 

* Mess David Williamson, 

Chosen of twenty, 

Ban np the pa*pit stair. 

And sang Oliecrankie^* 

chanted a siren, whose profession might be guessed by her 
appearance. A tatfcered cadie or errand porter, whom David 
De^ had jostled in his attempt to extricate himself from the 
vicinity of &ese scomers, exclaimed in a strong north-oountry 
tone, * Ta deil ding out her Cameronian een ! What gies her 
titles to dunch gentlemans about f ’ 

^Make room for the ruling elder, ^ said vet another: ‘he 
comes to see a precious sister glorify God in toe Grassmarket 1 ’ 
‘ Whisht ! shkme ^s in ye, sirs,’ said the voice of a man very 
loudly, which, as ouickly sinking, said in a low, but distin^ 
tone, ^It’s her fetoer and sister/ 

All fell back to make way for the sufferers ; and all, even 
the very rudest and most profligate, were struck with shame 
and silence. In the E^iace thus abandoned to them bv the 
mob, Deans stood, holding his daughter by the hand, ana said 
to her, with a countenance strongly and sternly expressive cdT 
his intomal emotion, *Te hear with your ears, and ve see vdth 
your eyes, where and to whom the t^kslidin^ and defections 
of promssors are ascribed by the scoffers. Not to themselves 
alone, but to the kirk of vmch they are members, and to ite 
^bless^ and invisible Head The^ weel may we take wi’ 
patience our share and portion of this outspreading reproach.’ 

The man who had spoken, no other than our old frimid 
Dumbiedikes, whose mouth, like that of the prophet’s ass, had 
been opened by the emergency of the case, now joined themi 
and, wm his usual taciturnity, escorted toem into the comrir 
house. No opposition was offered to their entrance, mther 
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##giiMdaor 4o9i|ce^m} «»dtt u ot6b aaid IlMt one ^ Ifins 
Mtw re&Md « flhwDg of aTiUty-inoBey, temdesed him Iqr tho 
&a»rd of ]> 9 Bihi 0 dyBaB, who wm of agiaiim that ‘ dlkr wad raak 
a’ mey.’ hat thia lart motdmt waate ocxofinaaticm. 

Admitted wihiia the ^ceoiiietB oi the oooit-hoose, they £Hiiibd 
the osoal nombmr of busy offioe-beareors and idle loiterers, who 
attend on these scenes ly ohoiee orfrom duty. Burghers gap^ 
and stared : young lawyers sauntered, sneered, and laughed, as in 
the pit of w theatre j while others apart sat ona bra^ retired 
and r^oned highlr, inter ea^^eea jwne, on the doctrines of con- 
stractiye (aune and the ^e import of tire statute. The b^h 
wae prepared for the arrival of the judges. The jurors were in 
attendance. The croim counsel, employed in looloim over their 
Inriefs and notes of evidence, looked grave and whispered with 
each other. They occupied one side of a large table placed 
beneath the bench ; on the other sat the advocates, whom the 
humanity of the Scottish law, in this partioular more liberal 
than that of the sister country, not only permits, but enjoins, 
to appeu and assist ^th their advice and skill all persons 
under trial Mr. Nichil Novit was seen actively instructiim 
the counsd for the panel — so the prisoner is oallM in Scottish 
law-phraseology — busy, bustling, and important When tiiey 
entwed the court-room. Deans asked the Laird, in a tremulous 
whisper, * Where will sAa sit 1 ’ 

Dumbiedikes whispered Novit, who pointed to a ^raoant 
space at the bar, fronting the judges, and was about to conduct 
Deans towards it 

‘ No 1 ’ he said ; ‘ I sit hy her ; 1 cannot own her — 

not as yeh ut least I will keep out of her sight and turn mine 
own e^ elsewhme ; bettor for us halth.’ 

Saddleti^ whose repeated interforence with the counsel had 
^poured him one (X two rebuffs, and a special request that he 
would oonoem hims^ with his own matters, now saw with 
pleasaie an opportunity of playing the person of importance. 
& bustled up to tiie poor od man, and proceeded to exhiHt 
his consequence, % secmriag, through his interest with the bar- 
keepers and macers, a seat for Deans in a situatioi where he 
was hidden from the general eye by the projecting comer of 
the bench. 

‘ It ’s g^nde to have a friend at courts’ he wd, continoii^ his 
hterTtless hatanraes to the pasmve auditor, who neither heard 
nor replied to them ; ‘ few f^ but mysell could hae sorted ye 
qut a seat like this. The Lords will be here inoontinent^ and 
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prpeeed irnkMet ta tmL Th^nr wamia Inm ooiirt «i 
tUqr do at the oiimiit The mgh Ootnrt of Jaitieiaqr k 
aye fenoed. But, Lord’s sak^ what ’s this o’t t Jeaaie^ ye aie 
a cited ^taiess. Maoer, this lass is a witness ; she maim 
inclosed : she maun on nae aceonnt be at huge. Mr« Ncmt^ 
scldna Jeanie Deans be inclosed!’ 

Novit answered in the affirmative, and offered to ocmdvct 
Jeanie to the iq)artment where, according to &e scmp^ons 
practice of the Scottish oon^ the witnesses remain in reiMUneas 
to be o^ed into court to give evidence ; and separat^ at tiie 
s^e time,^ from all who might influence their testimony, or 

§ *v6 them information concerning that which was passing upon 
le trial 

‘ Is this necessary ! ’ said Jeanie, still reluctant to quit her 
fether’s hand. 

‘ A matter of absolute needcessity,’ said Saddletree ; ‘ wha 
ever heard of witnesses no being inclos^ ! ’ 

* It is really a matter of necessity,’ said the younger coun- 
sellor retained for her sister ; and Jeanie reluctantly followed 
the macer of the court to the place appointed. 

‘This, Mr. Deans,’ said Saddletree, ‘is ca’d sequestering a 
witness ; but it ’s clean different, whilk maybe ye wadna f&d 
out o’ voursell, frae sequestering ane’s estate or effects,^ as in 
cases of bankruptcy. I nae aften been sequestered as a witness, 
for the sheriff is in the use whiles to cry me in to witness the 
declarations at precognitions, and so is Mr. Sharpitlaw ; but I 
was ne’er like to be sequester^ o’ land and gudes^ut ance, and 
that was lai^ syne, afore I was married. But whisht, whisht 1 
here’s the Court coming.’ 

As he spoke, the five Lords of Justiciary, in their long robes 
of scarlet, faced with white, and preceded oy their mace-Dearer, 
entered with the usual formalities, and took their places upon 
the bench of judgment. 

The audience rose to receive them ; and the bustle occ^ioned 
by their entrance was hardly composed, wl^n a great noise and 
confusion of persons struggling, and forcibly endeavouring to 
enter at the doors of the court-room and of the galleries, 
nounced that the prisoner was about to be plaoea at the bar. 
This tumult takes place when the doors, at fimt only opened to 
tibose either having right to be present or to the better and 




^nriositj induces tiiem to be present on the occasion. Wi& in* 
flamed oountenanoes and dishevelled dresses, 8hni|^;ling -with and 


Ml tXHB HEABT OF MIDUQTHIAN 

wnte^mM tomU^ over each oth^ in rndied the rode multi- 
tade, idiile a tern smdiers, as it irate, the centre of the 

tide^ oonld soaioe, irith all their effete, dear a passage fen* the 
iniscHim to the pltm which she was to oconpy. By the anthoriiy 
of the Oouit and the ezertioiffl of its officers, the tumult among 
the snectatCMts was at length appeased, and the unhappy gin 
bnra^t forward, and placed betwixt two sentinels with drawn 
bayonets, as a prisoner at the bar^ where die ms to abide her de- 
hTeranoe £» good or evil, according to the issue of her trial 



CHAPTER XXII 


We have strict statates, and most biting laws — 

The needful bits and curbs for headstrong steeds— 

Which, for these fourteen years, we have let sleep, 

Like to an o'ergrown lion in a cave 
That goes not out to prey. 

Mttufwrt for Uttmtru 

*T^UPHEMIA DEANS/ said the presiding Judge, in an 

IH accent in which pity was blendra with dignity, * stand 
X—/ up and listen to the criminal indictment now to be pre- 
ferred against you.* 

The unhappy girl, who had been stupified by the confusion 
through whi^ the guards had forced a passage, cast a bewildered 
look on the multitude of faces around her, which seemed to 
tapestry, as it were, the walls, in one broad slope ^m^ the 
ceiling to the floor, with human countenance and mstinctiyely 
^y €d a command which rung in her ears Uke the trumpet of 

‘J^ut^iok your hair, Bffie,* said one of the macers. For 
her beautiful and abundant tresses of long &»ir hair, whidi, 
according to the costume of the country, unmarried womw 
were not allowed to cover with any sort of cap, and which, alas ! 
^e dared no longer confine with the snood or ribband which 
implied purity of maiden-feme, now hung unbound and dishev- 
elled over her fece, and almost concealed her features. On 
receiving this hint from the attendant, the unfortunate young 
womaj^ with a hasty, trembling, and apparently mechanictfl 
compli^ce, shaded back from her fece her luxuriant lodos, aa!id 
showed to the whole court, excepting one individual, a coun^ 
nance whicl^ though pale and emaciated, was so lovely amid ito 
agony that it called forth an universal murmur of oompasakm 
and sympathy. Apparently the expressive sound of human 
fading re^M the poor girl from the stupor of fear which pre- 
dominated at first over every other sensation, and awakimed 
her to the no less painful sense of shame and exposure attadmd 
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tQ ^ si^oatioa Hw eye, idiidi bad at firat i^aaoed 

a aioimd, waa tamed on ibe ^nnd j ber cheek; at first so 
r pa^ bMsa giadoally to be oven^i^ intb a fitint Unefa, 
which inraeiMea so &st tha^ when in a^ny of shame she strore 
to conceal her fiow, her temples, ber brow, her ne(^ and all 
lhat her slmider fingers and small palms could not cover, became 
cS the deepest crimson. 

^ mariced and were moved by ^ese dianges, excepting on& 
It was old Deans, who, motionless in his seat, and concealed, as 
we have said, the comer of the bench, from seeing or being 
see^ did nevermeless ke^ his eyra firmly fixed on tire 
as if determined that, by no possibility whatever, would he be 
an ocular witness of the shame of his housa 
*hdiabod]' he said to himself — ‘Ichabod! my glory is 
deputed I ’ 

VHiile these refiections were passing through his mind, &e 
indictmmit, which set forth in te^mioal form the crime of which 
the panel stood accused, was read as usual, and the priscmer 
was asked if she was Guilty or Not Guilty. 

'Not guilty of my poor bairn’s death,’ said Effie Deans, in 
an accent corresponding in phuntive softness of tone to the 
b^ty of hu features, and winch was not heard by the audience 
without emotion. 

The presiding Judge next- directed the counsel to plead to 
&e r^vancy ; that is, to stid» on either part the argumento 
in point of law, and evidence in ^int of met, against and in 
fevour of the crimini^ after which it is the form of the Court 
to pronounce a preliminary judgment, sending the cause to the 
cogauance of the jury or assize. 

^e counsel for the crown briefly stated tiie frequmicy 
the crime of infenticid^ which had given rise to the special 
statute under which the panel stood mdicteci He mmituumd 
tile various instances, many of them marked with ciroumstanoes 
atrocsty, which had at length induced the King’s Advocate, 
though with great reluctance, to make the experiment, whetiier, 
by sti^y enfeiroiBg the Act of Parliament which had been 
made to prevent such enormities their occmrrmioe mu^t be 
preventeiL ‘He expected,’ he stdd, ‘to be able to estabutii by 
witnesses, as w^ as by the declaiation of the panel bem^ 
that she was in the state described by the statute. Aooorciing 
to his information, the pantil had communicated her pregnancy 
to no one; near did she allege in her own declaration tmt sbs 
had done so. Obis secrecy was the first requitite in snppmct cf 
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tbe UMlkteaiii Hie ai^ dedanilioii admitted ttiat die ked 
borne a inale^ dbil^ in cifonmstances whioh gaye but too mudb 
Teoaon to believe it had died by the bandar or at least vrith tte 
knowledge or ooneoiti of the unl^py modm* It was ne^ 
however^ neoeesazy for him to bring pcaitive piroof that ttie 
panel was acoesfiKny to the muzdar, nay, nor eveti to prove lhat 
ohild was murdered at all. It was sufficient to supnort ttie 
indietment^ that it c^uld not be found. According to toe stem 
but necessary severitt of this statute, she who should oonoeal 
her pregnancy, who should omit to oall that assistanoe wUch is 
most necessary on siu^h occasions, was held already to have 
medkated the death of her offspring, as an event most likdy 
to be the consequence of her cmpame and cruel conoeahnent 
And i^ under such circumstances, she could not alternatively 
show by proof that the infont had died a natural deal^ or 
produce it still in life, she must, under the constructioivof the 
mw, be held to have murdered it^ and suffer death accordingly/ 

Tl^ counsel for the prisoner, Mr. JPairbrother, a man of 
considerable &me in his profession, did not pretend direcriy to 
combat tbe arguments of the Einff’s Advocate. He b^uan by 
lamenting that his senior at the W, Mr. Lans^^ had been 
suddenly called to the county of which he was jmeriff, and t^t 
he had oeeu anpli^ to, on imort warning, to give the pmdi his 
as^taime in tms inter^ting case. He nad 1^ little time, he 
said, to make up for his imeriority to his learned brother by 
long and minute research ; and he was afraid he might give a 
specin^ of hu incapacity by being compelled to admit the 
accural^ of the indictment under tbe statute. * It was enough 
for their Lordships,’ he observed, 'to know, that snob was me 
law, az»l he admitted the Advocate had a right to call for the 
ususd interlocutor of relevancy.’ But he stated, 'that when he 
came to establish his case hy proo^ he trusted to make out 
ciroumstanoes whioh would satismotoi^y elide the charge in the 
UbeL His client’s story was a short but most mdanoholjr one. 
She was bred up in the strictest tenets of religion and virtue 
^ daughter of a wor&y and oouscientious person, wb^ in evil 
times, mid established a character for couiage and religmn, ly* 
becoming a sufferer for consdenoe’ sake.’ 

David Deam gave a convulsive st^ at hearing himself thw 
menticmed, and thm resumed ttie situation in whuffi, with his 
fooe stowed against his hands^ and toth resting a^dnst the 
comer the devated bench on whidh the Jad^^es satei he 
had hitherto Ifotened to the procedure in the trial, 
fQum^l9 



tM THE HEABT MimxmiUK 

Itftfyw Beemed to be interested ; the Toriee pat np 
thdr lip. 

^Wheterar me^ be oar diffeienoe of opinion,’ tesomed the 
Iawjio; whose booness it was to oanv his whole aadienoe with 
him ifpossQde^ ’oonoeming the pecoliar tenets of these pecmle 
(here Deans groaned dee^^), it is impossible to deny them me 
praise sound, and even ri^(L morals, or the merit of training 
np riirirdiildrm in riiefear of God ; and yet it was the daughter 
of snoh a person whom a jury would shortly be called upon, 
in the absence of evidence, and upon mere presumptions, to 
ooavict of a crime more properljr bmonging to a heathen or a 
savam than to a Christian and civilised country. It was true,’ 
he admitted, ’ that the excellent nurture and early instruction 
whiph the poor girl had received had not been sufficient to 
preserve her from guilt and error. She had Men a sacrifice 
to an inconsiderate affection for a young man of prepossessing 
manners, as he had been informed, but of a very dangerous 
and deqiarate character. She was seduced under promise of 
marriage— a promise which the fellow mi^t have, perhaps, 
done her justice by keeping, had he not at that time been oalled 
upon by the law to atone for a crimes violent and desperate in 
itself but whiiffi became the pre&ce to another eventfiil history, 
every st^ of which was marked by blood and guilt, and the 
final termination of which had not even yet arrnred. He be- 
lieved that no one would h^ him without surprise, when he 
stated that the &riier of this in&nt now amissing, and said by 
the learned Advocate to have been murdered, was no other than 
the notorious George Robertson, the accomplice of Wilson, the 
hero of the memorable escape from the Tmbooth Church, and, 
as no one knew better thmi his learned firiend the Advocate, the 
principal actor in tim Forteous oonspirac^.’ 

am sorry to inteirupt a counsel m such a case as the 
present,' said the presiding Judge; 'but I must remind Gie 
learned gentleman that he is travelling out of the case be- 
fore ns.’ 

The oonnsel Iwwed, and mumed. ‘He only judged it 
necessary,’ he said, ‘to iwntimi the name and situarion of 
Robertson, because the circumstance in vriii(h that character 
was placed went a great wav in accounting for the silenoe on 
which his Majesty’s counsel had laid so much weiaht, as affrad- 
i^ pnxff that his di^t proposed to allow no M play for its 
Iw to the hdidess being whom ehe was about to ormg into 
the world. had not announced to her fidrads that fhe 
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been seduced from ibe path of honour, and why had she not 
done sot Because she expected daily to be rei^red to tb$x- 
aoto, by her seducer do^ her that justice which she knew to 
be in hiB power, and believed to be in his inclination. Was it 
natural, was it reasonable, was it £sdr, to expect that she 
should, in the interim,^ become /elo de se o{ her own character, 
and proclaim her fraility to &e world, when she had every 
reason to expect that^y concealing it for a season, it might 
be veiled for ever t Was it not, on the contrary, pardonable 
that, in such an emergency, a young woman, in sucn a situation, 
should be found far ^m disposed to make a confidante of every 
prying gossip who, with sharo eyes and eager ears, pressed 
upon her for an explanation of suspicious circumstances, which 
females in the lower — he might say which females of all ranks 
are so alert in noticing, that they sometimes discover them 
where they do not exist 1 Was it strange^ or was it criminal, 
that she should have rolled their inquisitive impertinence 
with petulant denials Y l^e sense and feeling of all who heard 
him would answer dhectly in the negative. But although his 
client had thus remained silent towards those to whom she was 
not called upon to communicate her situation — to whom,' said 
the learned gentleman, * I will add, it would have been unadvised 
and improper in her to have done so ; yet I trust I shall re- 
move this case most triumphantly from under the statute, and 
obtain the unfortunate young wonmn an honourable dismission 
from your Lordships' bar, by showing that she did, in due time 
and place, and to a person most fit for such confidence, mention 
the calamitous circumstances in which she found herself. This 
occurred after Bobertson's conviction, and when he was lying 
in prison in expectation of the fate which his comrade Wilson 
afterwards suffered, and firom which he himself so strangely 
escaped. It was then, when all hopes of having her honour 
repaired by wedlock vanished firom her eyes — when an union 
with one m Robertson’s situation, if still pr^ticable, might 
perhaps have been re^rded rather as an aadition to her dis- 
gr^ it was then^ that I trust to be able to prove that the 
prisoner communicated and consulted with her sister, a youi^ 
woman sever^ years older ihan herself, the daughter of her 
fidlier, if I mistwe not^ by a^ former marriage, upon toe perils 
and distress of her unhappy situation.’ 

*1^ inde^ you are able to instruct that pmt, Mr. Fdr- 
teoth^' said toe presiding Judge 

^ If I am indeed able to instruct toat point, my te« 
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nuaed Mr. PwrlnotiiOT, ‘ I ixmb oat to aenro mj dieat 
tot to zdlOTe Toor Loodsliipa from limt vhieli I kaow yoa fed 
most paioittl duty of your high offioe : and to gire all irfao 
now hear the exquisite pleasure of beholding a cteatare so 
TOnii& so ini^nou;^ and so bMutifal as she that is imw at the 
oar of voar Lordships’ Court, difflaissed from thence in safety 
and in honour.* 

This address semned to affect many of the audienoe, and mis 
feUowed by a slight murmur of applause. Deans, as he heard 
his dau^td’s bwuty and innocent appearance appealed to^ was 
inyoluntarily about to turn his eyes towards her ; out, recollect- 
ing himself he Imt them again on the ground with stubborn 
resolutioiL 

* Will not my learned brother on the other side of the bar,’ 
oontinu^ the adTocate, after a short pause, ‘ share in this 
gmieral joy, since I know, while he dischMges his duty in brib- 
ing an accused person here, no one rejoices more in their being 
freely and honourably sent hence 1 My learned brother shakes 
his head doubtfully, and lays his hand on the panel’s dedata- 
tion. 1 understand him perfectly : he would i^inuate that 
tibe fects now stated to your Lordmps are inconsistent with the 
confession of Euphemia Deans herself. I need not remind your 
Lordships, that her present defence is no whit to be narrowed 
within we bounds of her former confession ; and that it is not 
by any account which she may formerly have given of herself 
but by what is now to be proved for or against her, that i^e 
must ultimately stand or mlL 1 am not under the necessity 
of accounting for her choosing to drop out of her declaration the 
oircumstancee of her confession to her sister. She might not 
be aware of its importance ; she might be afraid of impucating 
her sister; she might even have fonotton the droumstanoe 
entirdy, in the tmror and distress of mind incidental to the 
arrest of so young a <^ture on a charge so heinous. Any of 
these reasons are sufficient to account for her having suppressed 
the truth in this instancy at whatever risk to herseli ; Mid I 
indine most to her errcmeous few of mminatmg her mster, 
because I observe she has had a similar tmidomess towards her 
lover, however undeserved on his part^ and has never once 
mention^ Eobertsmi’s name from oeginning to ci^ of hw 
declaration. 

‘ But, my l<»d8,’ oontimned Fairbrothmr, * I am aware the 
King’s Advocate will expect me to slmw tmt the proof I 
is omunstent with other mxommmanoee ni the case wlnoh Ido 
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not asid cazmot He will draoa&d of me howE^ Beft&s’s 
oonfession to hot si^, tmTiotus to her ddivery, is reoo&dlahle 
with the mystery of tile rarth — withtimdisapp^raiioe, peAaps 
murder — for I win not deny a nossibility which I cannot 
disj^ve — of tiie in£uit. My lords, the explanation of this is to 
be found in the placability, pmxshanoe I may say^ in the facility 
and pliability, of tiie female sex. The dul^ AmarvUuM 
free, as your Lordships well know, are easily appeased; nor 
is it possible to conceive a woman so atrociously offended by 
the man whom she has loved, but that she will retain a 
fund of forgiveness upon which his penitence, whether real or 
affected, may draw largely, with a certainty that his bills will 
be answered. We can prove, by a letter produced in evidence, 
that this villain Robertson, ^m the bottom of the dungeon 
whence he already probably meditated the escape which he 
afterwards accomplished by the assistance of his comrade, con- 
triv^ to exercise authority over the mind, and to direct the 
motions, of this unhappy girl. It was in compliance with his 
injunctions, expressed m that letter, that the panel was pre- 
vailed upon to alter the line of conduct which ner own better 
thoughts had suggested; and, instead of resorting, when her 
time of travail approached to the protection of her own ffunily, 
was induced to confide herself to the charge of some vile agent 
of this nefstrious seducer, and by her conducted to one of those 
solitary and secret purlieus of villainy, which, to the shame of 
our police, still are suffered to exist in the suburbs of this city, 
where, with the assistance, and under the charge, of a person 
of her own sex, she bore a male child, under circumstances 
which added treble bitterness to the woe denounced against 
our original mother. What purpose Robertson had in all this, 
it is hard to tell or even to guess. He may have meant to 
marry the girl, for her fiither is a man of substance. But for 
the termination of the story, and the conduct of the woman 
whom he had placed about the ^rson of Euphemia Deans, it is 
still more difficult to account The unfortunate young woman 
was visited by the fever incidental to her situation. In this 
fever she appears to have been deceived by the person that 
waited on her, and, on recovering her senses, she found that 
she was childless in that abode of misery. Her infant had been 
carried off, perhaps for the worst purposes, by the wretch that 
waited on her. It may have been murdered for what I can 
telL^ 

He was here interrupted by a piercing shriek, uttered by 



THE HEABT OF MmLOTHIAN 


im 

Ab oniin'buittto pikooer. &9>e me ivith difficnlly broogiit to 
ocHupoae Her oonoed availed liimsdf of the tragiced 

intoToptum to dose his pleading with effect. 

‘Mj lords,’ saM ho, *in that piteous cry mu heard the 
doqaenoe of matranal tdS^on, &r snipassing the force (ff my 
poor words : Badiel weeping for her clmdren ! Nature herself 
Dears tes<amony in &rour of the tenderness and acuteness of 
the ptisoimr’s parental feelings. I will not dishonour her plea 
by adding a word more.’ 

ye ever the like o’ that, Laird t ’ said Saddletree to 
Bninbiedikes, when the counsel had ended his speecL ‘There’s 
a ohield can spin a muokle pirn out of a wee tait of tow ! Beil 
hast he kens mair about it than what ’s in the declaration, and 
a surmise that Jeanie Beans suld hae been able to s^ some- 
thing about her sister’s situation, whilk surmise, Mr. Grossmy- 
loof says, rests on sma’ authority. And he ’s deckit this great 
muokle bird out o’ this wee egg! He could wile the very 
flounders out o’ the F^rth. What garr’d my flither no send me 
to Utrecht 1 But whisht I the Court is gaun to pronounce the 
interlocutor of relevancy.’ 

And accordingly the Judges, after a few words, recorded 
their judgment, wmch Imre, that the indictment, if proved, was 
relevant to infer the pi^ of law ; and diat the defence, that 
the pand had communicated her situation to her sister, was a 
relevant defence; and, finally, appointed the said indictment 
and defence to be submitted to tlm judgment of an assize. 


CHAPTER XXIII 

Mott riglitdoas judge ! « sentenoe* Come, prepare. 

Mmrcktmi FmiiicB* 

I T is by no means my intention to describe minntelv the 
forms of a Scottish criminal trial, nor am I sure tnat I 
could draw up an account so int^^ble and accurate as 
to abide the criticism of the gentlemen of the long robe. It is 
enough to say that the jury was im^nelled, and the case pro- 
ceed^ The prisoner was again required to plead to the charge, 
and she again replied, ‘ Not Guilty,’ in the same heart-thrill^ 
tone as before. 

The crown counsel then called two or three female witnes^, 
by whose testimony it was established that Effie’s situation 
hM been remarked by them, that they had taxed her witb the 
fekct, and that her answers had amounted to an angry and 
TOtulant denial of what they charged her with. But^ as yery 
nequently happens, the declaration of the panel or accused 
party herself was the evidence which bore hardest upon her 
case. 

In the event of these Tales ever finding their way across the 
Border, it may be proper to apprise the southern reader that 
it is the practice m Scotlanc^ on apprehending a suspected 
person, to subject him to a jqdicial examination tefore a mi^s- 
trata He is not compell^ to answer any of the questions 
asked of him, but may remain silent if he sees it his interest to 
do sa But whatever answers he chooses to mve are formally 
written down, and being subscribed by himself and the ma^- 
trate, are produced a^mnst the accused in case of his beiiig 
brought to trial It is true^ that these declarations axe nm 

S roduced as bein^ in themsdv^ evidence properly so caUedi 
ut only as admtmehs of testimony, tendi^ to corroborate 
what is considered as leg^ and prc^ evidence. Notwitii-^ 
standing this nice distin^on, however, introduced hr kwym 
to teconmle this procedure to thmr own genml tiiat a 
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ipaa oumot be teqniied to bear iritoen againat bimselC it 
nevwtheleBa nanaUy happens tbat tiiese declaiations become 
tiie means of oondemninig the accused, as it were, out (rf tb^ 
own mouibs. The prisoner, upon tihese previous examinations, 
has indeed tiie privilsM of remaining mlent if he pleases : but 
ereiy man necessarily feels that a rerasal to answer natural and 
partment interrogatoriee, nut Iqr judicial authori^, is in itself 
a strong proof of guilt, and will certainly lead to his being corn- 
mitt^ to prison I and few can renounce the hope of Stain- 
ing liberty oy giving some spoons account of themselves, and 
slmwB^_ apparent nankness in e:q>laining ibeir motives mul 
accounting^ for their conduct therefore, seldom hamiens 
that the prisoner refuses to give a judicial depuration, in wniob, 
neverthstem, mther by letti^ out too much of Ibe truth, or by 
endeavouring to substitute a fictitious story, he almost always 
exposes himself to suspicion and to eontradiotions, whip weigh 
heavily in the minds of the jury. 

^ Ibe declaration of Effie Dpns was utt^ed on othcw prin- 
ctplee^ wd tbe fifilowi^ is a sketch of its contents, given in 
the ju^cial form in which they may still be found in tS Sooika 

The dedarant admitted a criminal inti^e with an individual 
whose name she desired to conceal ‘ Being interrogated, what 
her reascm was for secrecy on this points She declared, that 
sl^ had no right to blame that person’s conduct more tban slm 
did her own, and that she was willing to ccmfess h^ own fiinlts, 
but not to say anything whip might criminate Ibe absent. 
Interrogated, if Pe confessed her situation to any one, or made 
any prapuaticm for her confinement t Bedaures, she £d not. 
.And oeing interrogated, why Pe fiirbore to take steps whip 
her ffituation so peremptorily required Y Declares, Pe was 
admmed to tell hn fiimids, and Pe trusted the pmrson Pe has 
mentio^. would provide fat her and Pe infiuni Intorogated, 
if he did so Y Dedares, that he did not do so personally •, but 
Ybat it yna not his fimh^^ for that Ibe declarant is convincM he 
wimld have laid down hb lifo sooner than the baim or Pe had 
oouePhaim. Interrogated, what prevented him frcmi ke^ng 
hii promise Y Dedares, Pat it was impossible for him to do 
so, be behm under trouble at ibe time, and dePnes fiuPer 
answer to Pm question. Interrogated, where dm was fonn tlm 
period Pe left her mester, Mr. cbddletiee’s fiun%, unP her 
aj^eaianoe at her foPer’s, at Sti Imonaid’s, tbe day befim dm 
was apprpmsdedY Declares^ Pe does nP remonber. And, 
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en the mtenogatoiy bemg lepeeted, dedans, she 4 qm ^ 
nmid modde i^nt for die was Tory ilL (n the ^tiesticu 
in repeated, she dedans, she will tell the trotii, it 




on other folk ; and acunits, waA she passed that interval of time 
in the lodging of a woman, an acquaintance of that peison who 
had wished her to that to be delivered, and that die was 
thm;e delivered accordingly of a male child. Interrogated, 
what was the name of tnat person t Declares and refuses to 
answer this questkuL Interrogated, where she lives ? Declares, 
she has no certainty, for l^t she was taken to the lodging 
afor^aid under cloud of night. Interrogated, if the lodging 
was in the city or suburbs T Declares and refuses to answer 
that question. Interrogated, whether, when she left the house 
of Mr. Saddletree, she went up or down the street 1 Declares 
and refuses to answer the question. Interrelated, whether 
she had ever seen the woman before she was wished to her, as 


she termed it, by the person whose name she refuses to answer t 
Declares and replies, not to her knowledge. Interrogated, 
whether this woman was introduced to her by the said person 
verbally, or by word of mouth } Declares, she has no fo^om 
to Mswer this question. Interrogated, if the child was alive 
when it was bom 1 Declares, that — Gtod help her and it I — 
it certainly was alive. Interrogated, if it died a natural death 
after 1:^h1 Declares, not to her knowledge. Interrogated, 
where it now is ? Declares, she would give her right hand to 
ken, but that she never hopes to see mair than the banes of it* 
And being interrogatol, why she supposes it is now dead 1 tiie 
declarant wept bitterly, and made no answer. Interrogated, 
if the woman in whose lodging she was seemed to be a fit 
person to be with her in that situation t Declares, she m^t 
be fit enough for sldll, but that she was an hard-hearted bad 
woman. Intemgated, if there was any other person in the 
lodging excepting themselves two t Declares, tlkt she thinks 
th^ was mother woman ; but her head was so carried with 
pam of body and trouble of mind that she minded her very 
tittle. Interrogated, when the child was taken away firom her t 


Declared, that she foil in a fever, and was 
when she came to her own mind the woman 


ht-headed, and 
d her Ihe bairn 


was dead : and that the dedarant answered, if it was dead it 
had had foul plav. That^ thmreupcm, the woman was very sair 
on her, and gave tier much iU language ; and that the depement 
was fi^tened, and ciawled out of the house when her haA 
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mm tara^ and ivmt home to St Leoaaird’s GnijgS) m ivdl m 
m woman in her oonditiim dooi^t^ Interrogated, tmy she did 
not tell her storv to her sister and &theT, ana force to 
search the house mr her ohilcL dead or aliTe ? Declares, it was 
h^ purpose to do so, but she had not tima Interrogated, why 
dhe now oonoeals the name of the woman, and the plaoe of her 
id^odet The deolarant remained silent for a time, and thmi 
said, that to do so oould not repair the skaith that was done, 
bat might be the occasion of more. Interromted, whether she 
had herself at any time, had any purpose of putting away the 
child bT violmice t Dec^res, never ; so might God be merci- 
ful to her ; and then again declares, never, when she was in 
her perfect senses; but what Imd thoughts the Enemy might 
put mto her brain when she was out of herself she cannot 
answer. And again solemnly interrogated, declares, that she 
would have been drawn with wild horses rather than have 
touched the bairn with an unmotherlv hand. Interrogated, 
declares, that amoim the ill language the woman gave her, she 
did say sure enough that the declaiant had hurt the bairn 
when ime was in the brain-fever : but that the declarant does 
not believe that she said this mm amr other cause than to 
frighten her, and make her he silent. Interrogated, what else 
the woman said to her? Declares, that when the declarant 
cried loud for her bairn, and was like to raise the neighbours, 
the woman threatened her, that they that oould stop the wean’s 
skurling would stop he^ if she did not keep a’ me lounder.^ 
And that this threat, with the manner of the woman, made the 
dedarant conclude that the bairn’s life was gone, and her own 
in (kmger, for that the woman was a desperate woman, as 
the declarant judged, from Ihe. lanmage she used. Interro- 

S atedy dediures, that the fever and delirium were brought on 
er by hearing bad news, suddenly told to her, but refuses to 
say what the said news related to. Interrogated, why she does 
not now communicate Ihese particulars, which might, perhaps, 
emhle the' magistrate to ascertain whether the child is living 
or dead, and requested to observe, that her refusing to do so 
exposes her own life, and leaves the child in b^ hw^ as 
al^ that her juresent refiisal to answer on such points is incon- 
sfetent with alleged intention to make a dean breast to her 
sister ? Declares, mat she kens the bairn is now dead, or, if 
liv^, there is one that will lock after it ; that for her own 
living ord3ring, she is in God’s hands, who knows hmr innocence 
of harming h&c bairn with her will or knowledge ; and that she 

* C. es. was able to do. * 4. e. the quieter. 
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has altered her resolution of eqpealdng onl^ whidi ribe enter- 
tained when she lelb tiie woman’s lodging, <m aooonnt of a 
matter which she has since learned And declares, in genera^ 
l^t she is wearied, and will answer no more questions at tins 
tima’ 

Upon a subsequent examination, Euphemia Deans adhered 
to the declaration she had formerly made, with this additicHL 
that a paper found in her trunk bei^ shown to her, sb6a<^tted 
that it contained the credentials in consequence of which she 
resigned herself to the conduct of the woman at whose lodgmgs 
she was delivered of the child Its tenor ran thus : — 

‘ Deabest Effie, 

'I have gotten the means to send to you by a woman 
who is well qualified to assist you in your approaching streight ; 
she is not what I could wish her, but I cannot do better for 
you in my present condition. I am obliged to trust to her in 
this present calamity, for myself ^d you too. I hope for the 
best, though I am now in a sore pinch ; vet thought is free, I 
think Handle Dandle and I may queer the stifler^ for all that is 
come and gone. You will he angry for me writing tlds to my 
little Cameronian Lily ; but if I can but live to be a comfort to 
you, and a father to your baby, you will have plenty of time 
to scold Once more, let none Imow your counsel My life 
depends on this hag, d — ^n her ; she is both deep and dangerous, 
but she has more wiles and wit than ever were in a bddam’s 
head, and has cause to be true to me. Farewell, my Lily. 
Do not droop on my account ; in a week I will be yours, or 
no more my own.’ 

Then followed a postscript ‘ If they must truss me, I will 
repent of nothing so much, even at the last hard pin(^ as of 
the injury I have done my Lily.’ 

Effie refused to say from whom she had received this letter, 
but enough of the story was now known to ascertain that it 
came from Robertson ; and from the date it mpeared to have 
been written about the time when Andrew TV^n, called for 
a nickname Handie Dandie, and be were meditating tiieir first 
abortive attempt to escax>e, which miscarried in me maimer 
mentioned in the beginning of this history. 

The evidence of me crown being included, the oounael for 
the prisoner began to lead a proof in her defence. The fifrt 
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KfteeBaw wen OTiwwtnfld apoa ibe gid’s dbametor. AQ gam 
1m aa eBodlent ooe, bat oone vith more feding than woirth.T 
Ifn. Saddletree, eho^ with the tears on im dheeh^ deolaied^ 
^ttt die emld not haws had a highw cmiaioii of Effie Deans, 
ucat a mcne sinorne regard for her, if she had been her own 
dafoahter. All present gave the honest woman mredit for hw 
ffoodaess of hearty ezo^iting her hnsband, who whispered to 
DmnbiedikeB, ‘ Nidiil Novit of yoars is bat a raw hand 
at lea^ting evidmioe^ 1 'm thinking.^ What signified his bring- 
ing a w<mian here to snotter and snivel, and bather their Lord- 
^ps ! ^ He shcmld hae oeeted me, sir, and I dioold hae gkn 
them sio a screed o’ testimony, they shonldna hae touchra a 
hair o’ her head.’ 

*Hadna ye better get up and try’t yett’ said the Laird. 
‘ 1 ’ll mak a sign to rfovit.’ 

* Na, na,’ said Saddletree, * thank ye for naething, neighbour : 
that would be ultroneous evidence, and I ken what belangs 
to that; but Nio^ Novit sold hae had me ceeted debito 
tempore.’ And wiping his mouth with his silk handkerchief 
with great importanoe, he resumed the port and manner of an 
echfied and intelligent auditor. 

Mr. Fairbrother now premis^ in a lew words, ‘that he 
meant to bring forward his most important witness, upon whose 
e^denoe tiie cause must in a great measure depend What his 
client was, tiiey had learned ^m the preceding witnesses ; and 
BO &r as general character, given in the most forcible terms, 
and even with tears, oould interest every one in her &te, she 
lu^ sdready gained that advantaga It was necessary, he ad- 
mitted, that he should produce more positive testimony of her 
innocence than what arose out of general character, and this 
he undertook to do by &e mouth of the person to whom she 
had oOBununieated her situation — by the mouth of hw natural 
counsellor uid raardian — her meter. Macer, call into court 
Jean or Jeanie Deans, daughter of David Deans, cow-feeder, 
at St Lecmard’s Crags.’ 

When he uttered these words, the poor prisons instantly 
start^ up and sti^xdied hmsdf half-way over the bar, towards 
the side at whidi her mster was to enter. And when, slowly 
following the officer, the witness advanced to the foot m 
the table, Effie, witii tiie expression of h» eountenaime 
altered from that of confused shame and dismay to an eagor, 
im^ring, and almost eoetetio earnestness of entreaty, with 
«itstret<med honds^ hair streaming Imu^ eyes raised eagmly 
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to her sutfflr’s &oe, and glistralitt thro^ taan, oydriMod, m. 
a tone whk^ went tibxoogh tite Eeeit of all iribo heacd iter — 
‘0 J eanie — Jeani% save me — save mel’ 

With a different feding, yet equally wpropriated to his 

K d and self-dependeat omusoter, om Ijouis drew hima df 
still &xther under the cover of the benoh ; so that wliMi 
Jeanie^ as she mitered the oourt^ oast a timid glance towards 
the place at which she had 1^ him seated, his venerable figure 
was no lon^ visiUe. He sate down on the other side (ff 
Dimbiedikes, wrung his hand hard, and whispmed, ‘Ah, Laird, 
this is waist of a’ — if I can but win ower this part! I feel my 
head unoo dizzy; but my Master is strong in His servants 
weahn^.’ After a moment’s mmital prayer, he again started 
up, as if impatient of continuing in any one posture, and mrsdn- 
edged himself forward towards the place he had just 
quitted. 

Jeanie in the meantime h^ advaimed to the bottom of the 
table, when, unable to resist the impulse of affection, she 
suddenly extended Imr hand to her sister. Effie was just 
within the distance that she could seiro it with both he^ 
press it to her mouth, cover it with kisses, and bathe it in 
tears, with the fond devotion that a CatboUo would pay to a 
Sardian saint descended for his safety ; while Jeanie, biihng 
her own &ce with her other hand, wept bitterly. Toe sight 
would have moved a heart of stone, much more of flesh and 
blood. Many of the spectators ^ed tears, and it was some 
time before tne presiding Judge himself could so fizr subdue hk 
emotion as to request the witness to compose herself and the 
prisoner to forbear those marks of eager affection, whio^ how- 
ever natural, could not be permitted at that time and in that 
presence. 

The solemn oath — ‘the truth to tell, and no truth to conceal, 
as firr as she knew or should be asked,’ was then lulministered 
by the Jud^ ‘ in the name of Oo^ and as the witness slmuld 
answer to w>d at the neat day of judgment ’ ; an awfiil adjura- 
ti<m, which seldom feus to mwe impression evmi on the most 
hardoued chamcters, and to strike with fear even the most 
uplift. Jeanie, educated in deep and devont reveraioe fax 
the name and attributes of the Deity, was, by the scdeBBiuty <ff 
a direct appml to His pmscm imd justice, awed, but at t^ same 
time elevated above aU considerations save those wfaidi aha. 
ooold, with a clear consdenoe^ call Hm to witnesa l^vepsatod. 
the form ina low snd revoent, but dbtinot^ tone Vf voM^eAst: 
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Ibe to iduas, and xu>t to any iafoior officer (tf tiMoonrt^ 
Ijbe taak is assigned in Scotland of directing tiie intness in tiiat 
soleinn iqmeal whitdi is the samotion his testimony. 

Whmitoe Judge had finished the established form, he added, 
in ft feelinj^ but yet a monitory, tone^ an advioe fthioh the 
ciroumstaaoes appeared to him to call for. 

'Toung woman,’ these wme his words, ‘yon come before this 
Court in oirenmBtanoes which it would 1 m worse than cruel not 
to pity and to sympatiiise with. Yet it is my duty to tell yon, 
that w truth, whatever its ocmsequences may be — the truth 
is what you owe to your country, and to that God whose word 
is truth, amd whose name you ^ve now invoked. Use your 
own time in answering the questions that gentleman (pointing 
to the oounsel) shall put to you. But remember, that what 
yon may be tempted to say beyond what is the actual truth, 
yon must answer 1x>th here and hereafter.’ 

The us^l questions were then put to her : — Whether any 
one had instructed her what evidence she had to deliver! 
Whether any one had given or promised her any good deed, 
hire^ or rewaurd for her testimony ? Whether she had any 
malice or ill-will at his Majesty’s Advocate, being the p^y 
a^inst whom she was cited as a witness ! To which questions 
she successively answered by a quiet negative. But their tenor 
mve meat scandal and offence to her &ther, who was not aware 
tiiat they are put to everv witness as a matter of tbrm. 

' Na, na,’ he exdaimea, loud enough to be heard, ‘ my bairn 
is no like tiie widow of Tekoah : nae man has putten words 
into her mouth.’ 

One of the Judges, better acquainted, perhaps, with the Books 
of At^oumal than mth the Book of Samuel, was disposed to 
make some instant inquiry after this widow of Teko^ who, 
as he construed tiie matter, had been tampering wilh the evi- 
denoa But tiie presi^ng Judge, better versed in Scripture 
history, vhispered tohis le^ed brother the necessary explana- 
tion ; and tiie pause occasioned by this mistake had the good 
effect of giving Jeanie Deans time to collect her spirits for the 
painM task she had to perform. 

Fairbrother, whose practice and intelligenoe were consider- 
aUe, saw tiie necessity of letting the witness compose herself 
In his heart he suspei^ed that she came to beu fidjM witness in 
her sister’s cause. 

‘But that is hor own afiyr,’ thought Fairlnrother ; ‘«id it is 
my bunness to see that she oas 0^ty of time to regain oom- 
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fosmei and to ddiver bor evidence, be it trae or be it fidse, 
wtbat gfiantum.* 

Aooo]^i]gly, he oommenoed his interrogatories with nn- 
investing qrmstiam^ which admitted of instant reply. 

* Ton are, I think, the sister of the prisoner t ’ 

‘Yes, sir/ 

‘ Not the full sister, however 1 ’ 

‘ No, sir ; we are by different mothers.’ 

‘ True ; and you are, I think, several years older than your 
sister?’ 

‘Yes, sir,’ etc. 

After the advocate had conceived tha^ hy these prelimin^ 
and unimportant a uestions, he bad ffuniliansed the witness with 
the situation in wnich she stood, he asked, ‘ whether she had 
not remarked her sister’s state of health to be altered, during 
the latter part of the term when she had lived with Mrs. Saddle- 
tree ?’ 

Jeanie answered in the affirmative. 

‘And she told you the cause of it, my dear, I suppose ? ’ said 
Fairbrother, in an easy, and, as one may say, an inauctive sort 
of tone. 

‘ I am sorry to interrupt my brother,’ said the Crown Coun- 
sel rising, ‘but I am in your Lordships’ judgment, whether 
this be not a leading question V 

‘ If this point is to debated,’ said the presiding Judge, 
‘the witness must be removed.’ 

For the Scottish lawyers regard with a sacred and scrupulous 
horror every question so shaped by the counsel examimng as 
to convey to a witness the least intimation of the nature of the 
answer which is desired from him. These^ scruples, though 
founded on an excellent principle, are sometimes carried to an 
absurd pitch of nicety, especialiy as it is generally easy for a 
la^er who has his wits about him to elude the objection. 
Fairbrother did so in the present case. 

^ ‘ It is not necessary to waste the time of the Couri^ my lord ; 
since tiie King’s Counsel thinks it worth while to object to the 
frnrn of my question, I will shape it otherwise. Pmy, young 
woman, did you ask your sister any question when you observed 
h&r looking unwell ? Take courage — speak out.’ 

‘ laskea her,’ replied Jeanie, ‘what ailed her.’ 

‘ Very well — take your own time — and what was tiie answer 
she made ? ’ continued Mr. Fairbrotiier. 

Jeanie was silent, and looked deadly pale. It was not thait 
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item liteir sodcetB. But vim tiwy veto no longw -nnUi^ Ae 
seraoed to find, in h«r deqtairing tm deserted states n oomsge 
vhicii she had not yet exlulnted. 

‘The Inttemess of it is now peu^* she said, and then bol^ 
addressed the Gonit ‘ My knrd^ if it is yonr pleasure to gnag 
oa vi’ this matter, the weariest dny will Km its end at last/ 

The Judge, who, mudi to his honour, had shared deeply in 
the general sympatliy, was surprised at being reoalled to his 
duty by' tlie prisoner. He oolleeted himself and requested to 
know if the panel’s counsel had more evidence to produce. 
Fairbrother replied, with an air of dejection, that his proof was 
concluded. 

The Ewing’s Counsel addressed the jury for the crown. He 
said in few wort^ that no one could be more concerned than 
he WM for the distressing scene which they had just witness^ 
But it was the necessary consequence of great crimes to bring 
distress and min upon all connected with the peipetrators. He 
briefly reviewed the proo( in which he showed t^t all the cir- 
cumstances of the case concurred rrith those required by the 
act under which the unfortunate prisoner was tried : that the 
counsel for the panel had totally &iled in proving that Eu^emia 
Deans had communicated her situation to her sister ; that, re- 
specting her pre'rious good character, he was s<»rry to observe^ 
that it was females who possessed the world’s good r^curt* 
and to whom it was justly valuable, who were most stron^y ■ 
tempted, by shame and fear of the world’s censure, to the crime 
of influiticide ; that the child was murdered, he professed to 
entertain no doubt The vacillating and inconsistent declara- 
tion of the prisoner herself markm as it was by numerous 
refusals to speak the troth on subjects when, according to her 
own story, it would have been natur^ as well as advantageous^ 
to have imn candid even this imperfect declaration left no 
doubt in his mind as to the &te of the unhappy in&nt Neitiier 
could he dou^ that the panel was a partner m -this guilt Who 
else had an interest in a deed so inhuman t Suray neither 
Bobmison, nor Bobertson’s agents in whose house she 'was 
ddivered, had the least temptaticm to commit such a crime, 
unless u;^n her account with her conni'vanoe, and for the sake 
of saving her reputation.^ But it was not required of him by 
the law that he ^uld laing predse proof of the murdmr, m « . 
the i^soner’s aooesmon to it^ It was tiie very purpose of the ’’ 
statute to substitute a certain chain of presumpti've evidffloe 
in {dace of a ^bation, which, in suth cases, it 'was pechbarl^ 
vou vn — le 



M *£iiB BEAST w mmmmm 

#le9lt te xkim, H# iwT nii^ fmm the etototie toitiC 
ei^ A»f hM elm Ae wwl end u^erieoelor ef lelBWKf to 
cUi^ thoBi in point of law. He ^ it to toe eotowtonee of iiM 
jq^ tiud wdev both he dm eatitud to a verdito ^ Qnihf^. 

f«e fliutoge of Feutobtlier wm nnoh eramned bjr hie having 
&iied m the pioof eduob he expeetod to lead. Bat he ibiwht 
hu Ipejag (toue wito oQwi#) and cxnieteMqr. Hemtnraoto 
maifsa fibe aereeitr statute nnder whudi the jroi^ 

wenan wee tried. , ‘bi ali other oaees,* he arid, ‘the first thing 
regnind of toe eriminal woseoutor was, to piore nneqairocaUr 
thto toe pritoo Hhriled had aotoally ^n eomnnt^ wbito 
lawvws called proring the eorjnu delicti. But this statute, 
made doubtleae with toe beto ii^aniioos, and nnder toe imiwlse 
ci a just boRto fiw the umiaturri orune infiuttiride, ran toe 
risk m iterif oocarioning toe worst of murders, toe death of an 
innoeent pmOn, to atone finr a supposed Rime whito may never 
hare b«m eonunitted by any oiae. He was so fiir from acknowl- 
efi^^ toe rileged {wohalHuty of the toild’s violent death, toat 
he eonld not even allow that there wae eridmioe of its having 
ever lived.* 

^Hie King’s Ceunari printed to toe wmaan’s deolaiation; to 
uhidh toe ooanari TepliiBd-r>*A production oonooo^ in a 
nsoment of tenor and agony, and wluoh approached to insanity,’ 
he said, ‘his learned brother well knew was no sound eyidenoe 
againat toe party riho maittod it It was true, toat a judicial 
oenfesgiflB, m paeaenoe of toe jnataoes toemselves, was ihe 
stBongest of all proo^ in so mnoa that it is said in law, toat 
*'m mUlof simt partes Jiidicis.'’ But this was tarn 

of jndicul opnfesrion oal}r, whito law meant toat whioh is 
macfe in presoioe of toe justioaB and toe sworn inquest Of 
exti^ndi^ ooafesrion, aU autoorities hrid with toe illnstrions 
iMtiioeens and Matheus, "ooit/tosto eastt^fvdioitUie in ee nuUa 
eetf et gnod mMm eat, non pcteet adninicuiari.” ItwastotaUy 
in^ and void of ali stmigto and effect from the beginning ; 
inai^aMe, tomefixe, iff famng bristered cm or supported, w, 
aooon^ to the law-riuraae, admmieulatecL by oilm ptmmap- 
tive cinmmrianoes. In the present oase, toerefeie^ letting toe 
eitn^adirial eonfraatoa go, as it onght to go, tor notoini^’ he 
(xmtoiided, ‘toe jmaBootmr had not made oiri toe' aeocmd quahty 
of toe statoto, tost a live dhild had been bom ; and tna^ at 
least, (mriit to be estaUished betore pmauraptiims were raoeived 
toat it Sad been murdered. If any of toe assiae,’ he aaidi 
‘toenld bp of opinion toat this vna dealing latov namnflj 
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iritb tiie statute^ oi^t to o(»ndar tfaiMb it mis la ita 
natan lu|ghlv pwal, and titev^fore entitled to no firaowiable 
oons^otion.^ 

He oomdaded a learned ro^h with an doqaoit penaatlon 
on the aowe thqr had juat mtneased, daring whkh SedifietMe 
fidl fiwt asleep. 

It was now the presid^ Judge’s tom to addieas the jmy. 
He did so Imefly ai^ distsnotljr. 

‘It was fw the jury,' he said, ‘to consider whether the 
prosecutor had made out his plea. For hi^lf, he sinewy 
grieved to say that a shadow ra doubt remained not upon hu 
mind eonoemmg the vmdiot whuh the inquest had to brag in. 
He would not follow the prisoner’s counsel through the im- 
p^hment which he had Imught against the statute of King 
William and Queen Mary. He and the jury were sworn to 
judge according to the laws as they stoo(^ not to criticise, or 
to evade, or even to jostify^ th^ In no civil case would , a 
counsel have been permitted to plead his client’s case in the 
teeth of the law ; but in the hard situation in which counsel 
vece often placed in the Criminal Court, as well as out of 
&voar to all presumptions of innocence, he had not indined to 
interrupt the learned gentleman, or narrow his plea. The 
present law, as it now stood, had been instituted by the wisdom 
of their &thers, to check the alarming progress of a dreadful 
crime ; when it was found too severe for its purpo^ it would 
doubtless be altered by the wisdom of the legislature ; at 
present it was the law of the land, the rule of the courti and, 
according to the oath which they had taken, it must be that of 
the jury. This unhappy girl’s situation could not be doubted : 
that she had borne a child, and that the child had disappeared, 
were certain foots. The learned counsel had foiled to show 
that she had communicated her situation. All the requisites 
of the case required by the statute were therefore before the 
jury. The learned gentleman had, indeed, desired them to 
throw out of consideration the panel’s own confession, which 
was the plea usually urged, in penury of aU others, by coun- 
sel in his situation, who usually felt that the declarations of 
their clients bore hard on them. But that the Scottish law 
designed ^t a certain weight should be laid on i^ese declaxa- 
ti<nis, which, he admitted, were ^uodammodo extnyudidal, was 
evident from the universal practice by whidi they were always 
produced and read, as part of the prosecutor’s probation. In 
the posent case, no person who had heard tiie witnesses 
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dwieiibe ibe a^eunnoe ci the jnniiig woraan hefine dto left 
Saddletiee’e house, end oimtiasted it with that of her sthte and 
coaditiim at her retam to ho: &1her’s, could have any doubt 
that the fiu^ of deliTery had taken places as set £»rih in her 
own dedaiation, whkdi was, therefore, not a solitary piece of 
testimony, but adminiculatra and supported by the strongest 
circumstantial proof 

‘He did noV he said, ‘state the impression utou his own 
mind with the purpose of biassing theirs. He had felt no less 
than they had ^ne from the scene of domestic mise^ wfaidi 
had been ezUbited before them ; and if they, having God and 
a good consdfflice, the sanctity of their oa^ and the regard 
due to the law of the country, before their eyes, could come to 
aotmolusion fovourable to this unhappy prisoner, he should 
r^oice as much w any one in (fourt ; ror never h^ he found 
hm duty more distressing than in disdiat;^ng it that day, uid 
^ad he would be to be relieved from the still more painful ta^ 
rdiich would otherwise remain for him.’ 

The jury, having heard the Ju(^’s address, bowed and 
retired, preceded by a macer of (^urt, to the apartment 
destin^ for their deliberation. 



CHAPTER XXIV 

Law, tak« thy yiotiin. Hay ahe find the mercy 
In yon mild neaven, which this hard world denies her I 

I T was an hour ere the jurors returned, and as they trav- 
ersed the crowd with slow steps, as^ men about to dis- 
charge themselves of a heavy and painful responsibility, 
the audience was hushed into profound^ earnest, and awM 
silence. 

* Have you weed on your chancellor, gentlemen t ’ was the 
first question of the Ju(^. 

The foreman, called in Scotland ^e chancellor of the jury, 
usually the man of best rank and estimation among the assizers, 
stepp^ forward, and, with a low reverence, delivered to the 
Court a sealed paper, containing the verdict^ which, until of late 
years that verbal returns are in some instances permitted, was 
always couched in writing. The jury remained standing while 
the Judge broke the seals, and, having perused the paper, 
handed it^ with an air of mournful gravity, down to the Clerk 
of Court, who proceeded to engross in ^e record the jet 
unknown verdict, of which, however, all omened the tragical 
contents. A form still remained, trifling and unimportant in 
itself but to which imagination ^ds a sort of solemnity, fiom 
the awful occasion upon which it is used. A lighted^ cwdle 
was placed on the table, the original paper containing the 
verdict was inclosed in a sheet of paper, and, sealed with the 
Judge^s own signet, was transmitted to the Crown OflSoe, to be 
preserved among olher records of the same kind. As aU this is 
transacted in profound silence, the producing and extu^uighing 
the candle seems a type of the human sppk which is shortily 
afterwards doomed to be ^enche^ and excites in the sp^tators 
something of ihe same enect which in England is obtained by 
^ Judge assuming the &tal ci^ of jud^ent. When ijlbiesa 
weliminmy forms been gone through, the Judge required 
Euphemia Deans to attend to the verdict to be read. " 
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After the unul ir<»d8 dT iriyla the veidiot set &rth, that 
i&B jnxT, havuig made ohoioe of John Euk Esq., to be 
(haaoBUor, and llioiiias Moore, meiohaiity to be thw ele^ did, 
by a plmuify of Toioes, find the sud Eaphemia DeaDS Oirii.TT 
dr the dime libelled; bnt^ in oonsideiation of bra extreme 
youth the oruel oitoumstanoes of her case, did earnestly 
oatreat that the Judge would leomnmend her to the men^ of 
the Crown. 

• ^ Gfentlemen,’ said the Judge, ‘you have done your duty, 
and a painfbl one it must hate been to men of humanity like 
you. iwih'undoubtedfy, transmit TOUT recommendation to the 
throne. But it is mv duty to tell all who now hear me, but 
e^pemMly to inform that unhappy young woman, in order that 
her miua may be settled accor^]^fy, that I hare not the least 
hope of a pardon being granted in the present case. Tou know 
the eriiM nas been increasing in this Irad, and I kimw &rtlmr, 
that this has been ascribed to the lenity in which the laws hare 
been exercised, mid that there is therefore no hope whatever of 
obtaining a remission for this offence.’ The jury bowed agmn, 
and, released from their painful office, diaper^ themselves 
among the mass of bystanders. 

The Court then Mked Mr. Fairbrother whether he had my- 
thing to sav, why judgment should not follow on the verdict t 
The coui^ had spmit some time in perusing and re-perusing 
the verdict, counting the letters in each juror’s name, and 
we^hiug Avepr phrase, nay, every syllaUe, in the nicest scales 
of legal critimBm. But the clerk of the jury had nndfflrstood his 
businesB too well No flaw was to be found, and Fairbrother 
moumi^y intimated that he had nothing to say in arrest of 
juc^ent. 

Tne precdding Judge then addressed the unhappy prisoner : 

‘ Enphemis Be^ attend to the sentence of the Court now to 
be pionounoed aguart you.' 

She arose firom her seat, and, with s oomposure &r greater 
than could have been augnm flrom her demeanour during some 
parts of the trial, abode the eanduskm of the awful seeue. So 
nearly does tito menttJ porrion of our fe^]^ resemUe those 
wbidi are corporal, that the flMt severe blows which we receive 
bring irith tomn a stmmiqg wMob rendem us in- 

different to those that fliBow them. Thus said Mandnn, when 
he was undergtnng tte pradshmait of &e r^feel ; and so have 
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aSMb apon whim MWMBritiv x^fik^ioiw kkfB dMtomdMl 
Mmtmiions and Mheiated tiokt^ 

‘Yonnff womlai,’ said tbe Jii%l^ *it it iaf paittftd dw^ to 
tdl tiiAt your life k feiMtod ttbd«l» M Uir irhkb« if itttay 
seon in some semo, is yot intely so, to tond^ tbood ^ 
your miluffipy mtoation amxO irbat risk mli, by otniMil- 
ing,. out of pride or Mse shun^ tibsir lapse fiom tittoe^ and 
fniifang no prroaxation to save the lives of the t ffi^ naate 
in&nts vrhom wey aro to bring into ihe irorld. When yoa 
eonoealed your aitaation ftom 3roar mistress, your sister, and 
other wormy and oompassionate pwsons of your own sex, in 
whose &Tonr your former oonduot had given you a &ir plaoe, 
you seem to me to have had in your ocmtemplation, at least 
the death of the helpless creature fi}r whose lifd Vou neglected 
to provide. How tm dbild was dittposed of — iroether it was 
deut upon by another, or by yourself; whedier the extraor- 
dinary story you have told is paitiy fidse, or eltogethar so, 
is between God and your own oonsdence. I will not aggtevate 
your disteess by pressing on that topic, but I do most solemnly 
adjure you to employ ^e remahnng space of your time in 
making your peace wrth God, for which purpose sn(di reverend 
clergyman as you yourself may-name shall have access to you. 
Notwithstanding the humane recommendation of tire jury, 1 
cannot afford to you, in the pTeecut oirourUstanoee of me 
country, the slightest hope that your life irill be prolonged 
beyond the penod assigned for toe extoutim of yottr ssu- 
tenoe. Forsaking, thermore, the thoughts of this trorld, let 
your urind be pi«i>ared by repentance for those of inore awM 
moments for death, judgment^ curd eteruity. DtoUiStei',* tisad 
the sentence.’ 

When toe doomster showed hbUsel^ a fedl ha|^!ard dgora 
arrayed in a fentasrio garment of tdack and grey, pMstfOtotod 
wito silvor Imre, all badk wito a sort of nmriaOtiVe heriOir, 
and made wide way for him to approach toe foot of toe 
As this (^loe was hdkl by tiw oommOu ertoeotfotaer, m<fe 
tooUldered each other biudtwaird to aivoid everi toe toucfe df 
his garment, and Some were ssM to brUab todr oWU ritetoSSi^ 
wUkm had aoridentadly heoome subject to such emhtttdMfiort 
A sound went through toe eourt^ ptodue^ by edto bMitou 
drawing in their hreato hard, iS Uleit do UmA toty erpito or 
iritnesswhatisff^to^ audat toesttuetittkedbetmg. ^ 
uaitiff vfliato yet seemH ifeid hi* htoisfMd biUi^ 


> See Note 28. 
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seem of his iMiag tbs ^blMdatoststioo, 

Itia^ him impatieat m bdog i& joblio, os birds of sfvu onwii 
•re aasoos to esot^ fiom mylight and fiom pore air. 

Eq>eat^ after the Clerk oS Coartt he gabbled over tito 
words of the seotenoe, vdiich oondenmed Enphsmia Deans to 
be oondaoted back to the tolbooth of Ediaborgh, and detained 

there until Wednesday tiie day of ; and upon tiiat 

day, betwixt the hours of two and four o’clock afternoon, to be 
conveyed to the common place of ezecution, wd there lunged 
by the ne(^ upon a gibbet ‘And this,’ said the doomster, 
agraavati^ his harsh voice, ‘1 pronounce for doom,’ 

^ He vanished vdien he had Bp<uen the lart fflnphatic word, 
Hke a foul fiend after the pu^se of his visitation has been 
aoocHnpluhed ; but the impression of horror excited by his pres- 
ence uid his errand r^niwed upon the crowd of q)ectotors. 

IHm unfortunate criminal — for so she must now be termed 
— with m(ne susceptibility and more irritable feelings than her 
fother and sister, was found, in this emergence, to p<»se88 a 
oonsideraUe share o£ their courage. She hM remained stand- 
ing-motionless at the bar while the sentence was premounoed, 
and was observed to shut her eyes when the doomster appeared. 
But she was the first to break silence when that evil torm bad 
left his place. 

‘Gfod foti^ve ye, my lords,’ she sai^ ‘and dinna be angry 
wi’ me for wishing it — we a’ need forgiveness. As for myi^ 
I oanna blame ye, for ye act up to your lights ; and if I havena 
killed my ^r infimt, ye may witness a’ that hae seen it tiiis 
day, that I hae been the means of killing my my-headed fother. 
I oes^e ^e warst fine man, and firae God too. But Gk>d is 
mihr meroifd’ to us ihan we are to each other.’ 

With tiiese words the tiiid ocmoluded. The mowd' rushed, 
beating fiuward and shouldering each other, out of tlm court 
in the same tnmultiuoy mode in -^oh they had mitered ; and, 
in the ezdtation of animal motiem and animal spirits, soon 
forgot uhatover they had felt as impressive in the scene which 
they had witnessed. The professional speetators, whom halnt 
and theory had rendered as callotu to the ditiaress of the scene 
as medical men ate to tiiose of a surgical oper^on, walked 
henneward in groups, discussing the general principle of tire 
statute undmr whiw the young woman was condemned, the 
nature of tiie evidence, and the armiments of tire oounsel, with- 
out oonsidOTng even that oi the Judge as exempt from thea 
oiitioism. 
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Tbs feoHiIs i!^eotatoi% more omi^asBioatttSt mm knd in 
wcnlsmation agaiasfe that part of ^ Jo^’s apssdbi wbidi 
seemed to out off the hope of pardon. 

‘Set him n^ indeed,* said Mrs. Howden, 'to tell qb that the 
poor lassie behoved to ^ when Mr. John Kirk, as civil agmtiie- 
man as is within the pmts of the town, took we pains to piiie 
forherhimselL’ 

‘Ay, but, neighbour,’ said Miss Bamahoy, drawing up bar 
thin maid^y form to its full h^ht of prim dignity, ‘I 
reallv think this unnatural business of having bastara bairns 
should be putten a stop to. There isna a hussy now on this 
side of thirty that yon can bring within your doors, but there 
will be ohielda — writer-lads, prentioe-lads, and what not — 
ooming taraiking after them for their destruction, and discredit- 
ing ane’s honest house into the bargain. 1 hae nae patience 
wi* them.’ 


^ ‘ Hout, neighbour,’ said Mrs. Howden, ‘ we suld live and let 
live ; we hae been young ourseUs, and we are no aye to judge 
the warst when lads and lasses forgather.’ 

‘ Young oursells ! and judge the warst ! ’ said Miss Bamahoy. 

‘ I am no sae auld as that comes to, Mrs. Howden ; and as for 
what ye oa’ the warst, 1 ken neither good nor bad about the 
matter, I thank my stars ! ’ 

‘Ye are thankfu^for sma’ mercies, then,’ said Mrs. Howden, 
with a toss of her head; ‘and as for^ andyoump — I trow^ 
were doing for youisell at the last nding of the Scots Fariia- 
ment, and that was in the gracious year seven, sae ye can be 
nae sic chicken at ony rate.’ 

Plumdamas, who acted as squire of the body to the two con- 
tending dames, instantly saw we hazard of entering into such 
delicate points of chronology, and be^ a lover of peace and 
good ne^bourhood, lost no time in bringing back the conversa- 
tion to TO original sulnect. ‘The Judge didna tell us a’ he 
could hae toll’d us, if he had liked, about the application 
pardon, neighbours,’ said he; ‘there is aye a wimple in a 
lawyar’s clue ; but it ’s a wee bit of a secret’ 

‘ And what is ’t f — what is ’t, neighbour Plumdamas 1 ’ said 
Mrs. Howden and Miss Bamahoy at cmce, the acid fermentation 
of their dispute being at once neutralised by the powerful alkali 
implied in the word ‘ secret’ 

'Here’s Mr. Saddletree can tell ye that better than me, ffir ^ 
w|B him that tauld me,’ said Plumdamas, as Saddletree came 
with his wife hmoging on his arm and looking very disotmaolsite. 
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; ^ qaeMkii imm «o Sul^abiM^ h» lodked imy 
wkmaM, ‘Tatf tijgmk i^iit stofln]^ th* «f cldM- 

moider,* said ]]% in a ^tetti|tootts ioM ;* do fe offir 
atdd of no Qleftdook tgre oa’a tiuon k his 

]»isted Stoftate-booii^ oteaa boddOe whothet we didm aoe 
aaitiiiMr, dk and Idni^ bene and ibot, man, wmnan, and badrsa, 
all and cdndiy, omaes et aingulos, as Mr. Giossmyloof says t Na, 
na» it 's m ^ hindeM tiwm fiaemwdoiiiii^ Idie Mt laesie Bat 
here k^e ptadi of the pka. king and qaeen are sae ill 
leased wi’ tiiat mistak at^t Porteous, that d^ a kindly Soot 
wffl they fnrdoB agmn, either by reprieTe or remission, if ^ 
haill toM o' Edinbargh thoold be a’ hanged <ni ae tow.’ 

' Beil t^t they were back at ^eir GImiiian kale-yard then, 
as my neighboaT MaoCro^e oa’s it,’ said Mrs. Howden, ‘an 
that's tim way they ’re ^on to raide os ! ’ 

'They say for certa^’ said Miss Damahoy, 'that Ring 
Oecoge flMig his periwig in the fire when he heanl o’ the 
Porteons mob.’ 

'He has done that, tiiey say,’ replied Saddletree, ‘for less 

Aweel,’ said Miss Damahoy, 'he might keep mair wit in his 
anger j bat it ’s a’ the bet^ for his wi^^naker, i’se warrant’ 

'The mieen tore her biggonets font perfect anger, ye’ll hae 
heard o’ that too t ’ said Plomdamas. ' And the king, they say, 
kiiddt Sir Bobort Walpole for no keeping down the mob of 
Edmborgh ; bat I dinna believe he wad behave sae angenteeL’ 

'It’s dooms tarath, thoogh,’ stdd Saddletree; 'and he was 
for Mokm the Bake of ArOTie^ too.’ 

'Eidtm the Bake of' Ar^le ! ’ enolmmed the hearers at once, 
in oU the vaxioas combined keys of ntter astonishment 

*Ay, bat MaeOallammore’s blood wadna sit down wi’ that; 
titere was luk Andro Ferrara coming in thirdsman.' 

'The Bake is atead Scotsman — a tme friend to the coantry,’ 
answamd Saddle^ee’s hearers. 

‘Ay, tee& k he;- to king and oonntry haith, as ye sidl hear,’ 
oontinned the orator, ‘ if ye wiH come in bye to oor Imose, for 
it ’s safest ipesAkg ot sic titings inter parietes.’ 

Whmi th^ ekined hk ihop he ti^ost hk prektioe boy ont 
of it, and, nmeeld^ hk desk, took oht of giwve 

and oomplaoent importance, a imd oromtled pi^ of 
printed pa^. Be <memrved, *Thk k ue# oem ; it’s no every 
body 00 ^ d iow fe ^ ^ o' It’s life Bohe’s speesh 

8«e ^obn Ihike tA Ariorle and (^mnwlcli. 2!lote 2^ 
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tkmA tiie PortecHis mdb, jurt {nwnHilgKied ^ liifkiliL 
Ye dull Iteat wbat ^ Bioy Oeui* attyt iat hiwiiAH. Mf eon#- 
ro(»deat bou^t it m tbe palaos-jiiM ilut ’e like jest uifler 
tae king’s nose. I Hdnk he dews ep weir mittens 1 It eeau 
in a letter abcmt a foolish bill of eedunge that tiie man mufiled 
me to renew for him. I wish ye wad see about it. Mrs. SediSe^ 
tree.’ 

Honeet Mrs. Saddletree had hitiierto been so tdnoerely die* 
ixessed about the situation of her unfortunate protigi$f that die 
had suffered her husband to proceed in hie own way, without 
attending to what he was Mying. words ‘bill ’and ‘renew’ 
had, howeyer, an awakening sound in them ; and she ttistdied 
the lettm which her husband held towards her, and wiping her 
eyes, and putting on her spectacles, mdeavoure^ as foot as the 
dew which collected on hen glasses would permit to get at the 
meuiing of the needful part of the epistle ; while her husband, 
with pompous elevation, read an ezti^ from the speeds 

‘ I am no minister, I never was a minister, and 1 never will 
be one ’ 

‘ I didna ken his Grace was ever designed for the ministry,’ 
interrupt Mrs. Howden. 

‘He disna mean a minister of the Gospel, Mrs. Howden, but 
a minister of state,’ said Saddletree, with condescend]^ Spod- 
ness, and then proceeded : ‘ 'The time was when I might luve 
been a piece oi a minister, but I was too sensible of my own 
incapacity to engage in any state affair. And I thank God that 
I had always too great a value for those few abilities which 
nature has mven me, to employ them in doing any drudgery, 
or any job of what kind soever. 1 have, ever smce 1 set out in 
the world — and I believe few have set out more early — served 
my prince witli my tongue ; I have served him with any little 
interest I had ; and 1 luve served him with my swonl, and in 
my profession of arms. I have held employments which I have 
loi^ and were I to be to-morrow deprived of those which still 
remain to me^ and which I have endeavoured honestly to deserve, 
I would still serve him to llie last acre of my inheritance, and 
to the last drop of my blood.’ 

Mrs. Saddletree here broke in upon the orator. ‘ Mr. Saddle- 
tree, what ia the meaning of s’ tim t Here are ye davering 
about the Duke of Aigyle, and this man Martingale gaun to 
break on our hands, and lose us gude sixty pounds. I wonder 

* Bed John the Warrior, a name peraonal and Dr<qKr In the Hlriilaada 
to Dnke ol Ai^le and Oreenwleh, as Uaecaminin was Butt of Un 
race or dynaitr. 
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iliult dolra irill thati qitoi^ 1 irid^ tiie Bake of Argyle 
iroold pay hie am aoooontB. Heis inailioafiandpaiidsi^tB 
OB tkae yeay bcK^ wken he irae last at Boystoon. 1 *m bo say- 
ing bat he ’s a jast nobl^nan, and that it 's gade siller ; bat it 
iTM dme ane daft to be o<Hiiased vi’ deokes and drakes, and 
thae distiiessed folk upstun, that ’s Jeanie Beans and her father. 
And then, patting the very callant that was sewing tiie carpel 
oat o’ the wop, to play wi’ blackgaards in the olose. Sit still, 
neighboan, it’s no that 1 mean to distnrb you; bat what 
between ooorts o’ law wd courts o’ state, and apper and onder 
parliaments, and parliament houses, hwe and m London, the 
gudeman’s gone clean gyte, 1 ^ink.’ 

The gossips undent^ civility, and the rule of doing as 
tiiey would be done by, too well to to^ upon the slight in- 
vitation implied in the conclusion of this speech, wd therefore 
made tiieii &rewells and departure as &8t as possible, Saddle- 
tree whispering to Plumdamas that he would ‘ meet him at Mac- 
Cioslde’s ^the low-browed shop in the Luckenbooths, already 
mentioned) in ibe hour of cause, and put MaoCallummoree 
speech in nis pockety for a’ the gudewite’s din.’ 

When Mrs. ^dletree saw the house freed of her importunate 
visitors, and the little boy reclaimed from the pastimes of the 
wynd to the ezercnse of the awl, she went to visit her unhappy 
relative, David Deems, and his elder daughter, who had found 
in her house tbe nean^ place of friendly refuge. 



CHAPTER XXV 

/Mt5. Alas ! what poor ability *8 in me 
To do him good ? 

Ludo. Assay the power yon have* 

Metuwrefor Meamn, 

W HEN Mrs. Saddletree entered the apartment in which 
her guests had shrouded their misery, she found the 
window darkened. The feebleness which followed 
his long swoon had rendered it necessary to lay the old xnan in 
bed.^ The curtains were drawn around him, and Jeanie sate 
motionless by the side of the bed. Mrs. Saddletree was a 
woman of kindness, nay, of feeling, but not of delicacy. She 
opened the half-shut window, drew aside the curtain, and 
taking her kinsman by the hand, exhorted him to sit up and 
bear nis sorrow like a good man, and a Christian man, as he 
was. But when she quitted his hand it fell powerless by his 
side, nor did he attempt the least reply. 

* Is all over ? ’ asked Jeanie, with lips and cheeks as pale as 
ashes. * And is there nae hope for her ? ’ 

^ Nane, or next to nane,’ said Mrs. Saddletree ; ‘ I heard the 
Judge-carle say it with my ain ears. It was a burning shame 
to see sae mony o’ ^em set up yonder in their red go'vw 
and black gowns, and to take the me o’ a bit senseless lassie. 

I had nevmr muolde broo o’ goodman’s gossips, and now I 
like them waur than ever. The on^ wise^ke thing I heard 
ony body say was decent Mr. John Kirk of Kirk Knowe, and 
he wus^ them just to get the king’s mercy, and nae mair 
about it.^ But he spake to unreasonable folk ; he might just 
hae keepit his breath to hae blawn on his porridge.’ 

^ But can the king gie her mercy 1 ’ said Jeanie, eamestiy. 
^Sorne folk tell me hecanna gie mercy in cases of mur— -* m 
cases like hers.’ 

^ * Can he gie mercy, hinny t I weel I wot he cauj when he 
Hk^. There was young Singlesword, that stickit the Laird df 
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Ballfflioteadx j and Captain HaAum, the Rnglishman, flat kiHad 
Lady Odgma’s gndonan ; and tlM Master of St. Glair, that 
cAot tiie twa Shaws | and mcmy in my time — to be sore 
they were gentle Unid, and had thmr idn to speak for thmn — 
ana there was Jook Porteou^ ike othm* day. I’se warrant 
ikere 's mercy, an folk oonld win at it’ 

’ Porteoos I’ said Jeapia ; ‘very true. 1 £>rget a’ ikat I snld 
maist mind. Fare ye weel, Mrs. Saddletree ; and may ye never 
want a ftiend in the hour o’ distress ! ’ 

‘Will ye no stw wi’ yonr faikw, Jeani^ bairn t Ye had 
better,’ said Mrs, Stuldletree. 

‘I will be wanted ower yonder,’ indicating the tolbooth 
with her hand, ‘ and I maun leave him now, or I will never be 
able to leave him. I feama for his life; I ken how strong- 
hessted he is — 1 ken it,’ she i^d, laying her hand on her 
bosom, ‘ by my ain heart at this minute.’^ 

‘ WeeL hinny, if ye think it ’s for the best, better he stay 
hne and rest him than gang back to St Lwnard’s.’ 

‘ Muokle bettor — muckle bettw ; Gtod bless you — Ck»d bless 

J oul At no rate let him gang till ye hear firae me,’ said 
eanie. 

' But ye ’ll be back belyve t ’ said Mrs. Saddletree, detaining 
her ; ‘ fkey wunna let ye stay yonder, hinny.’ 

* But I maun gang to St Leonard’s ; there ’s muokle to be 
dune and little time to do it in. And 1 have fnends to speak 
to. Ood bless you ! take care of my &ther.’ 

She had reached the door of the apartment when, suddenly 
turning, die came hack and knelt down by Ike bedside. ‘ 0 
&thar, gie me your blessing ; I dare not go till ye bless me. 
Say but “ Ood bless ye and prosper ye, Jeanie ” ; t^ but to say 
tfaat !* 

Listinetivdy, rather fkan by an exertion of intellect, Ike 
dd man murmured a prayer that ‘purchased and promised 
blessings might be multipued ujon her.’ 

‘Helme blessed mme erranih’ said his daughter, rimi^ from 
her knees, ‘and it is home in upon my mind that 1 shall 
prosper* 

So saying, she left the room. 

Ilfei Saddletree looked after her, and shook her head. ‘1 
wish die bmna roving, poor iking. There ’s something J^ueer 
about a’ thae Beanses, 1 dinna like folk to be sae muokle 
better than other fdk ; sddom comes gude o’t Bat |f she ’s 
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gMm io look after tiw 1^ at St LeooaidX tkat'a aiwtibwr 
stoiy ; to be aoie they tnsun be aoited. Siiasie, oome ^ bmi 
and take tent to tbe honeet wld man, and aee he vanM m»- 
thing. Ye silly tai^ne (addxeasing the a^d-sennaiit aa the 
ente^), what |^*d ye bosk up your ooonnnony that 1 
I think there ’b men eneu^ tiie day to an awfo’ wandag 
about your oodc-upa and your ftl-lal duds; see what tl^ w 
come t^’ etc. etc. ^ 

Leaving the good lady to her leotuie upon worldly vanities, 
we must transport our i^er to the oeU iu whidi the unfortu- 
nate Effie Deans was now immured, being zestrioted of sevmal 
liberty which dre had oijoyed b^re ^ sentence was pro- 
nounced. 

When she had remamed about an hour in the state of stupi- 
fied horror so naturd in her situation, she was disturbed by me 
opening of the jarring bolts of her place of confinmnent, and 
Ratoline showed himself ‘ It ’s your sister,’ he said, ' wants to 
speak t' ye, Effie.’ 

'1 oanna see naebody,’ said Effie, with the hasty irritability 
which misery had rendered m<ae acute — ‘ I eanna see naebody, 
and least of a’ her. Bid her take care of the auld man : I am 
naetlnng to onv o’ them now, nor them to m&' 

‘ She says she maun see ye, though,’ said Batolifie ; and 
Jeanie, rushing into the apairinent, threw her arms round her 
sister’s nec^ ubo writhed to extricate herself irom her embrace. 

‘What si^fies coming to greet ower me,’ said poor ^Se, 
‘whmi yon have killed me 1 ^ed me, when a wora of your 
mouth would have saved me ; killed me, when I am an innocent 
creature — innocent of that guilt at least — and me Ibat wad hae 
wared body and soul to save your finger fircon being hurt I ’ 

* You smill not die,’ said Jeanie, with enthusiastic firmneiM ; 
‘sav what ye like o’ me, think what ye like o’ me, only prcmiise 
— fiwr I doubt your proud heart — that ye wunna harm youwel^ 
and you shall not due this shameiul death.’ 

‘A Aam^vl death I will not die, Jeaj^ lass. I have that 
in my heart, though it has been own kind a ane, that wunna 
Inde shame. Gae hame to our fotber, and think nae mair on 
me : I have eat my last earthlv meah’ 

‘ Oh, this was what I feared I ’ midJeanie. 

* Hout, tout, hinny,’ said Batdiffe : ‘it ’s but ye ken o’ 
tfaaethinge. Ane aye thinks at the mst diimle o' the saut^mife^ 
they bne heart ene^ to die rather tlmn bide out the 
wew ; but they aye bide the fax weeks out for a’ tbak $ 
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Ipa tbe gate o*t iroel ; 1 bae fronted ^ doonetn three tunei^ 
ha» I stuuL Jim Bateliffa» for a’ that Bad .1 tied vy 
napkin etrait the fost time, as I had a great mind till ’t — and it 
was a' about a Int grey oo^ mena wrath ten ponds stralir^ — 
whrae wooid I have bMn now t ’ 

‘dmd how (Ud yoo escape 1' wd Jeanie, the frites ci this 
man, at first so odioiu to her, having atn^oired a sadden interest 
in her eyes from their corre^ndenoe with those of her sister. 

* How did 1 escape i ’ said Eatcliffe, with a knowing wink. 
‘ I tell TO I ’scamt in a way that naebody will escape from this 
tcdboow while 1' keep the keys.’ 

‘My sister shall come out in the fime of the son,’ said Jeanie ; 
‘1 will go to London and beg her pardon firom the king and 
4]|aeen. If they pardoned Poi^ns, they may pardon her ; if a 
sister asks a sistra’s life on her bended knee^ wey will pardon 
her. ^ they shall pardon her — and they will win a thousand 
hearts by it’ 

Effie listened in bewildered astonishment, and so earnest was 
her sister’s enthusiastic assurance, that she almost involuntarily 
caught a gleam of hope but it instantly &ded away. 

‘^h, Jeanie 1 the king and queen live in London, a thousand 
mQes from this — frir ayont the saut sea ; I ’ll be gane before ye 
win there 1 ’ 

‘ You are mistaen,’ said Jeanie ; * it is no sae &r, and tiiey 
go to it by land : I learned something about than things from 
]Muben Butler.’ 

‘ Ah, Jeanie ! ye never learned ony thing but what was rade 

fitae tile folk ye kemit company wi ; but I — but I 'she 

wnmg her hands and wept bitterly. 

‘Duma think on that now,’ said Jeanie ; ‘tiiere will be time 
for that if the present space be redeemed. Fare ye weel I 
Unless I die by the ro^ I will see the king’s fooe that gies 
graoe.^ 0, sir (to Batdiffe), be kind to her. She ne’er kraid 
what it was to need stranger’s kindness till now. Fareweel — 
fiireweel, Effie 1 Dinna speak to me; 1 mannna greet now, 
my head ’s ower dizzy alroady I ’ 

She tore herodf from her sister’s arms, and left the celL 
Batoliffe followed her, and beckoned hra into a small room. 
She obeyed his signal, but not witiiout trembliim. 

‘What’s tile Me tiling shaking £«}’ said he; ‘I mean 
notiling but divility to you. D — n me, I respect you, and I 
can’t help it. You have so much spunk, that — d — n me, but 1 
tiiink there ’s some (hanoe of your carrying the day. But you 
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wub not fo to tihe lck« tffl yon bnye ande some MaaA; try 
t]M]>idn — fay MnofldHnraawrti ; be’nSo^ilMni’aftieiii. llw 
fliHb tiw Mks dBuin mnokle lileo bka ; bat they fear hanBi 
and that anil aema your pvapese aafaeeL D’ye hm nanhody 
wad yn « latter to 3uml’ 

of Ai^ylaraaad Jmos^ eeeotteotincheiBalfniddei^. 

‘ What was hs to that ihaA snffeied in ny tathor’e tone 
— in the peeaeootioB t ’ 

‘His son ox craodsoa, I’m thkikinft’ said SateUfie; 'bat 
what o’ that!’ 

' Onbaak Ood 1 ' said Jeaue, detoutly idaspiag her hands. 

‘ You Whigs are aye tiianking Ood for somefaiiog^’ said the 
ruffian. ‘ hade ye, hinny, 1 11 tell ye a seomt. Ye may 
meet wi’ rough ouetmuers on the Border, or in dm Midland, 
afona ye get to Lnnnoa. Nov, deil aae o’ them wUl touch an 
aoqiiamtanoe o’ Daddie Ratton’s ; for thoo^ I am retired free 
puUio praetke, yrt they fcea 1 ean doa nde or an ill tom yet ; 
and ded a gude follow that haa been out a tweluemoBth on 
the lay, be he rutto or {adder, but he haom my gybe^ as well 
aetlwjarfc* of e’er a queer ouffin* in England, — and theto’e 
lome’s Latin for you.’ 

It was, inde^ totally unintallimble to Jeinie Deani^ wlm 
wse OB^ impatient to escape foom him. He hastily scmwled a 
line or two on a dirty pieee of jmpei; and ssid to her, as she 
drew back when he offered it, ‘Hey 1 w^t the deil i it irunna 
bite you, say lass ; if it does nae gude^ it ean do nae ill. Bat 
I wim you to show if you have ony fosherie wi’ ony o’ St. 
Nk^laa’s clerks.’ 

* Alas 1 ’ said she, ‘I do not understand what you meant * 

‘1 mean, if ye foil among tluoTes, my premons ; that is a 
S<uipture phrase, if ye will hae ane. The bauldest of them will 
henasoarto’mygusefoather. And now ava wT and stick 
to Aigyle; ifony hed^ can do the job^ it maun behuu.’ 

After casting an amaous kok at the grated windows and 
Uselamed walls of the old todbooth. Mid another soeree leas 
ansMws at the hospitable lodj^ of Mrs. Saddletnsq Jeanae 
turned her bade on that quarter, and soou after on the eity 
itself ^ readmd Sh Leonard’s Gnigs without meetug aiW 
cme whom she knew, whieh, in the state of her luiid, she eon* 
sidemd as a ipeeat blessing. ‘ I must do aaething,’ dm thoo^^ 
as die wmt along, ‘ tfaatcaa soften or weaken ray heart-: it’s 
lower weak abeady for what X hae to do. 1 «dl tomk end 
as fondy ee 1 can, and epeak as littie.’ 

* B«sl. 
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Than ms aa aaoie&t aemintt ^ tather (wttair, of her fidbAr's, 
nho had fivad nadar him for nuui7 youriL and whose fidelity 
was worthy of foil ocmfidoaoe. She seat for this waaiaa, aad 
ez^aiakm to her that the oirooaistaaoes of her foamUy repaired 
t^t ^e would uadeitake a journey whidi would detain ifor for 
some wedos fixnn honsi, she gave her foU iastmotions oonoernuK 
the maaagement of the domestie affairs in her absenoe. With 
a iweoiafni whioh, upon reaction, she henelf oould not help 
woaderkig at» die deforibed and de^ed the most minute steps 
whioh were to be taken, and espeoiallv such as were necessary 
for her fother’s o(»nfort ‘ It was prooable,’ she said, ‘that he 
would retten to St Leonard’s to-morrow — certain that he would 
return very soon j all must be in order for him. Hehadeneugh 
to distress him, without being foshed about warldly matters.’ 

In the meanwhile she toiled busily, along with May Hettly, 
to leave nothi^ unarranged. 

It was deep in the night when all those matters were settled ; 
and when they had parteken of some fiiod, the first whioh Jeanie 
had lasted on that eventful day. May Hettly, whose usual 
residenoe was a oottage at a little distance from Deans’s house, 
asked her young mis^ess whether she would not permit her to 
remain in the house all ni^t. 'Te hae had an awfo’^ dav,’ 
the said, ‘and sorrow and fear are but bad oompanions in the 
watohes of the night, as I hw heard the gudeman say himselL' 

‘ They are ill oompanions indeed,’ stud Jeame ; ‘but I maun 
kam to abide their presenoa and better begin in the house than 
in the fiidd.’ 

^e dfonissed her aged assistant accordingly — for so slight 
was the gradaticm in their rmik of life twt we can barely 
term Mey a smvant — and proceeded to make a few preparations 
for her journey. 

Ihe shnplidty of hor education and country made these 
preparations very brief and easy. Her tartan screen served all 
the purposes^ of a riding-habit and of an umbrella ; a small 
bumue omtuned sndi dumges of linen as were abwlntdy neces- 
sary. Barefooted, as Sandio aaya, she had come into the worldL 
end barefooted we preposed to perform her pilgrim^e; and 
her dean shoes and ohanM of snow-white thread stockings were 
to be resorved for spedal oocasfoui of oerwumy. She was not 
aware that the Kiglish halnts of ooi^brt attadi an idea of 
al^eot mfeery to the idea of a barefootw traveller; and if the 
otyeotion (ff deanlinesB been made to the piaotiee; she would 

have bew apt to vindicate herself upon the very feefuenl 
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aUutions to whidi, with Mahometaii sofiipalofl^i » Seottish 
damsel of some condition usually sutyeots harseln Thus ftr, 
thsTcfore, all was well 

From an oaken press or cabinet, in whidi her &th^ kept a 
few dd books, and two or three bundles of papers, besides his 
ordinary accounts and receipts, she sought out and extracted 
from a parcel of notes of sermons, cdculations of interest, 
records of dying speeches of tiie mart^ and the like, one or two 
documents which she thought might be of some use to her upon 
her mission. But the most imTOrtant ^ difficulty remained 
behind, and it had not occurred to ner until that very evening. 
It was the want of money, without which it was impossible she 
could undertake so distant a journey as she now mutated. 

David Deans, as we have said, was easy, and even opulent, 
in his circumstances. But his wedth, like l^t of the patriarchs 
of old, consisted in his kine and herdi^ and in two or tnree sums 
lent out at interest to neighbours or relatives, who, fer from 
being in circumstances to pay an^hing to a^unt of the prin- 
cipal sums, thought they did all that was incumbent on them 
when, with considerable difficultv, they discharged *the annual 
rent.^ To these debtors it would be in vain, therefore, to applv, 
even with her fether^s concurrence ; nor coiild she hqpe to ob- 
tain such concurrence, or assistance in any mode, without such 
a series of explanations and debates as she felt might deprive 
her totally of the power of taking the step, whidi, however 
darmg and hazardous, she knew was absolut^ necessary for 
trying the last chance in &vour of her sister. Without depart- 
ing from filial reverence, Jeanie had an inward conviction tiiat 
tile feelings of her fether, however j ust, and upright, and honour- 
able, were too little in unison with the spirit of the time to 
admit of his be^ a good judge of the measures to be adopted 
in this crisis. E^rsmf more flexible in manner, though no less 
upright in principle, she felt that to ask his consent to Im 
pu^mage would be to encounter the risk of drawing down his 
positive prohibition, and under that she believed her jopney 
could not be blessed in its progress and event Accordingly, 
she had determined upon the means by which she might com- 
municate to him her undertaking and its purpose shortly after 
her actual departure. But it was impossible to apply to 1^ 
fiur money without altering this arrangement^ and discusting 
fuUy the propriety of her journey; pecuniary assistance from 
that quarter, therefore, was laid out of the question. 

It now occurred to Jeanie that she shomd have consulted 
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ilHit Mn. Saddklree tbit wAjeet 9at, baadai the tiiae 
Ihet moel now amesiMiljribe hoA in leomriag toher eaBatenoe. 
Jeaaie intemaJhr rarolted from it Her heart edknoiriedgea 
tibe goodneM of lihsL Saddletree’e ganeral ^dumoter, and the 
kind interest rtte took k theiz rnkfortnneB : bat shH 

As that Mrs. Sa^kOetree was a wcnoan of an orainuy and 
wcoidljr wav of thinking, inoa^k hom habit and tempera- 
ment, of taking a kem or enumhaetio idew ^ eaxii a seMda- 
tionas Ae had fenned| and to dAate the point wiA hei^ and 
to rely ajion her oon'nottoa of its propriety for the omana of 
oaRjring It into ezeontioD, woold have be» gafl and worm- 
wooa 

Bntlw, whose aesutanoe she mkht have been aasmred o^ 
was greatly poorer than hers^ In these drcumstanoes, Ae 
finrmM a sii^iialu resolation ht the pontose of samoantuig 
this chffioalty, the exeeataon of whiA will form the subject m 
the next cluster. 



CHAPTER XXVI 

*T|i the voice of the ehiggerd, I Ve heard him complain, 

*Tea have waked me too aooa, I mnat idamber a^n * ; 

Aa the door on itc fainfee» ao 1^ on hia bed, 

Tmma hia 8lde« and hia ahonldara, and hia heavy head. 

Db. WATT8. 

T he mansioxi-hoiise of Duxnbiedikes, to which we are now 
to introdnoe our readers, lay three or four miles — no 
mattmr the exact topography — to the southward 
of St. Lecmard’a. It had once TOme the appearanoe of some 
little celebrity ; for the Auld Laird, whose humours and pranks 
were dben mentioned in the alehouses for about a mile round 
it, wore a sword, kept a good horse, and a brace of greyhounds ; 
brawled, swore, and betM at cock-fights mi horse-matches ; 
foUowed Somerville of Drum’s hawks and Lord Ross’s hounds : 
and called himself point devise a gmitleman. But the line bad 
been veiled of its splendour in the present proprietor, who oared 
for no rustio amusements, and was as saving, timid, and retired 
as ^therkidbeen at (mce grasping and selfishly extravagant^ 

daring, wild, and intrusiye. 

2>imbtedikes was what is called in Scotland a ‘single ’house; 
that is, having only one room oocnpjdng its whole ^pth from 
back to fronts each of whidi single fitments was illuminated 
by six or eight oross lights, whose diminutive panes and heavr 
frames permitted scarce so much light to enter as 8^^ tiuooi^ 
one well-oonstrQ^tod modem windciw, Ws inartificial edificCi 
exactly such as a diild would build with cards, had a steep 
roc^fis^ied wilh ooarae grey stones instead of slatot ; a half- 
circular turret, battlemented, or, to use the appropriate ^iraae» 
bartizan’d on wb top, served as a case for a narrow tompika- 
stair, bv whidian ascent was gained from story to story ; aa4 
at the botoom of the said torret was a door studded with 
headed naik Thme was no lobb^ at the bc^tom of the 
and scame a landmg-place opposite to the doors whi^ gai^ 
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Meesa to tSw apartmoats. One or two low and dikpidated ont> 
ItOttses, oonneoted by a oonrtyaard wall eqnally rdnooB, snr- 
roondra manimn. Hie oonrt had been paved, but the flags 
being jNtftiy displaced and partly renewed, a gallant etop of 
dodcs uid thistles sprung up between them, and the small 
gatdmi, udiieh opened by a postern through the wall, seemed 
not to Min a mudi more orderly condition. Over the low-arohed 
gateway which led into the yard, there was a carved stone, 
adhibiting scune attempt at armorial bearings ; and above the 
inner mtarance hung, and had hung for many years, the mould- 
ering hatohmmit, wnieh announced that umquhile Laurence 
Dnmbie of Dumbiedikes had been gathered to his &thers in 
Newbattle kirfyard. The approach to this palace of pleasure 
was by a road mrmed by the rude firaments of stone gathei^ 
from me fields, and it was surrounded by ploughed but unin- 
olosed land. Upon a baulk, that is, sm unploughed ridge of 
land interposed among the Mrn, the Laird’s trusty p^ey was 
tethered by the head, and picking a meal of grass. The whole 
ar^ed neglec^ and discomfort, the consequence, however, of 
idlmiess and indifference, not of poverty. 

In this inner court, not without a sense of bashfiilness and 
timidity, stood Jeanie Beai^ at an early hour in a fine spring 
morning. She was no heroine of romance, and therefore looked 
with some curiosity and interest on the mansion-house and 
domains, of which, it might at that moment occur to her, a 
little encouragement, such as women of all ranks Imow by 
instinct how to apply, might have made hm* mistress. More- 
over, she was no person of taste beyond her time, ra^ and 
country, and certainly thought the house of Dumbie^es, 
though inferior to Hol3rTOod House or the palace at Dalkeith, 
was still a stately structure in its way, and the land a ‘ ve^ 
bonny bit, if it w<m better seen to and done to.’ But Jeanie 
Deans was a plain, true-hearted, hcmest girl, who, while she 
acknowledged all the splendour of her old admirer’s habitation, 
and the vmue of his property, never fi>r a moment harboured a 
thought of doing tire Laird, Butler, or herself the iiy'ustioe which 
many ladies of higher rank wo^d not have hesitated to do to 
all three on much less temptation. 

Her presmrt ermnd beiim with the Laird,^ she looked round 
the offices to see if she couH find any domestic to announce that 
she wished to see him. As all was srlence, she ventured to open 
one doort it ma the old Laird’s dog-kennel, now deserted, 
unless when occupied, as one or two tube semned to testify, as 
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ft mlliiiig'honse. Slu tried oaotiier : it wee the lodkn abed 
vlwre the hawks had been oooe as aj^warad fnm a ps^ 
ox two Bot fet oompletdy rotten, and a lore and jeeses whirih 
■w&te moulcteiing (m the wall A third door led to the coal* 
boose, whioh was well stocked To keep a good fixe was 
one of the few powts of domestic management in which Domlae- 
dikes was positively active; in all otiier matters of domestio 
economy he was completely passive, and at the merely of Ids 
housekeeper, the same buxom dame whom his &ther IumI long 
sinoe bequeathed to his charge, and who, if &me did her no 
injustice had feathered her nest pretty well at his expense. 

Jeanie went on opening doors, like the second Gtdender 
wanting an eye, in the castle of the hundred obliging damsels, 
until, like the said prince errani^ she came to a stable. The 
Highland Pegasus, nory Bean, to which belonged the single 
entire stall, was her old acquaintance, whom tilie had seen 
grazing on toe bau^ as she railed not to recognise ly the well- 
known ancient riding furniture and demi-pique saddle, whioh 
half hung on toe wadis, half trailed on the utter. Beyond toe 
‘treviss,’ which formed one side of toe stall, stood a cow, who 
turned her head and lowed when Jei^e came into toe stable, 
an appeal which her habitnal occupations enabled her peife^y 
to understand, and with which she could not refuse oom^ying, 
by shaking down soma fodder to toe animal, whioh had 
neglwtedlike most things else in this castle of the slngj^ud. 

while she was accommodating ‘toe milky mother’ with toe 
food whioh she should have received two hours sooner, a slip- 
shod wench peeped into the stable, and peroeiviim that a 
straimer was employed in discharidng the task which she, at 
length, and reluotantiy, had quittM her slumbm to perform, 
ejaculated, ‘Eh, sirs! the brownie! the brownie!’ and filed, 
yelling as if she had sem toe devfi. 

To explmn her terror, it may be necessary to notice that tlm 
(fid house of Dumbiedikes had, according to report, bemi h»g 
haimted ^ a brownie, one of toose femiliar roirits who were 
believed in ancient times to supply the deficiencies ci the 
ordinary labourer — 

WMrl tlie long mop sad ply the airy llalL 


Oertes, toe convenience of such a supernatural assistaid could 
have been nottoere more sensibly felt toan in a fiunil^ wlMe 
tim domestice were so little disposed to peraoi^ a^vity j yet 
this serving maiden was so rar finnu rejtfioing in seiniig. ft 
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ii^poaed Mcial sabatitate dmchMging a taA wlooii di» ikeaM 
liave loiw nnoe itetfiniBad faenei^ dba piooaedai to ndae 
ika by k« aoroaiiis of beam, ottand as tbjdc as if tbe 

laomik bad been di^rinf bee. Jsaoie, who bad iaaaediatdj 
magaad hw teoqKxrarjr ooeopatien. am bdlowed the yellmg 
dnaiel into tbe oonrtyu^ in otdsr to undeoeiTe aatd a|qwm 
her, was tboe met ^ Mm. Janet Baleihristie, tbe fierwirite 
iml fama, of tl» last Laird, as soandal went — the bonsekaepar of 
tito prasttit. The good-lodkiiiig buxom woman, betwixt forty 
and Sltj (for sne^ we desoribea her at the death of tbe lart 
ladidX was now a fot, xed-fMed, old dame of ameaty, <a toeie- 
abbat^ bmd of bar pl^ and jefJoos of her anthority. 
Ckmackna that her adminiatration did not rest on so sure a 
beets as in tbe time of the old proprietor, this considerate lady 
h^ mtrodaoed into tbe fomily the screamer aforesaidL who 
added good featnres and bright eyes to the powers of her longs. 
She mue no conquest of the lisird, however, who seemed to 
Hve as if there was not another woman in the worid hot Jeanie 
T Wnti, and to bear no my ardent or overbearii^ affection even 
to her. Mrs. Janet Balcnristie, notwithstyiding, had her own 
uneasy thoughts upon tbe abn(^ daily visits to Si Leonard’s 
Crags, and often, when ibe Laird looked at bar wistfully and 
paosei^. according to his oostom before utterance riie expected 
aim to say^ ‘ Jomy, I am gaun to diange my condition^ ; but 
she was iweved hy ‘Jenny, l am gaun to change my shoon.’^ 
Still, howevw, Mrs. Basdhristie regarded Jeanie Deans with 
no portion makvolenoe, the customary feeling of such 
pemouB towards any one who they tiiink has the means of dmqg 
them an uyurv. But she had a general aversion to any 
fomale, tolerably young and deomtly well-loddng, who rimwed 
a wub toapproMn the house of DnmbiedikeB and toe pn^wietw 
toereof And as she had raised her man of moitaufy out <ff 
bed two homa earlier than usual, to come to the rescue of her 
dbmoroua nieoe, she was in such extoeme bad bamonr against 
all and randiy, toat Saddletree would have mmioanaea that 
she harboured immidHttm contra omm» mortam, 

‘ Wha the deil are ye f ’ said the fot dame to podr Jeanie^ 
whom she did not immediately recognise,^ ‘soouping about a 
decent house at sic an hour in the morning 
‘ It was aae wanting to to the Latov Jeaaiv vl»<> 

folt sometoing of the mtutive terror whudi she had formerly 
mtertwned for this teisuKant, when toe was oooasUnally at 
Dnmbiedikes on husmeas (a her fother’a 
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jWff 

'Anet Aiid iiiiat sort of aae ore mt jbae ye Msuwt 
D’yv iMok hit honoor baa naetbing rae to do tiMB to:qpM^ 
«i’ ilka »ye tiamper tliat eoaoes about tbe towxv and bin ia bis 
bed^^ boDflst xnaat * 

* Bear, Mrs. Baldbiislae,’ relied Jeanie, in a sabmisraTe tmMb 
‘ d’ jra no mind me 1 — d’ je no mind Jeanie Deans t’ 

* Jeanie Deans 1 1 ’ said tbe termagant, in accents affecting 
tbe utmost astoniebment; tiieia, taking two strides nearer to 
her, Ae peered into her &oe with a stem of curiosity, equally 
Bcomfial uid malignaut. ‘ 1 say Jeanie Deans, indeed — Jeemie 
DeeriL they had better hae ca’d ye 1 A Ix^y spot o’ wark 
your rittie and you hae inade out, murdering ae puir wean, and 
your light limmer of a sister 's to be hanged for ’t, as weel she 
deserves ! And the like o’ you to come to ony honest man’s 
house, and want to be into a decent bachelor gentleman’s ro<»n 
at this time in the morning, and him in his 1 Gae wa’ — 
gae wa’ ! ’ 

Jeanie was ttock mute with shame at the un&elii^ luutaliiy 
of this aeousation, and could not even find words to justify her- 
self ffom the vile construction put upon her visit, whmi Mrs. 
Baldiristie, seeing her advantage, continued in the same tone, 
*Come, come, bundle up your pipes and tramp awa’ wi’ yel 

J e may be seeing a father to another wean fixr ony thing I ken. 
f it wama that your &tbet, anld David Deans, had be^ a 
tenant on omr land, I would cry up ibe men-folk and hae ye 
dookit in the bum for your impudence.’ 

Jeanie had already tomed her back and was walking towards 
tbe door of the oourtyi^ so that Mrs. Balchristile, to make 
her lart tbr^t un|nes8ively audible to hw, had raised her 
stentorian voice to its utmost pitch. But, like many a general, 
she lost t^ engagement by pressing her advantage too &r. 

The Laird IumT been dmurbed in his morning slumbors by 
tbe tones of Mrs. Baldhristie’s objurgation, sounds in themselves 
by no means uncommon, but vwy remark^le in reflect to the 
eiu^ hour at whidi they were now heard. Ele turned himsdf 
on me other side, however, in hopes tbe squall would blow ly, 
whmi, in the course of Mrs. Balchrisiie’s second explosion 
wrath, the name of Deans distinetly strack the tympanum of 
hu ear. As he was, in scnne degree, aware of the smaU p<»ti(m 
of bmievolenoe with whub his housekejq^ regarded the bmi]^ 
at St Letmard’s, he instantly oonorived ^t scooe message 
firam tbeooe was the cause of mis untimely ire^ and getting oat 
of his bed, he slipt as speedify as posmble into «n ota bsooMflii 
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and aome otimr momtiry maatsAB, clawed on 
^ liM fait fittiber’a golddaoed latfe (for tiionc^ be ma aekkun 
aeen idilioat it^ yat it ia proper to oontr^^ tfae popular 
rqtort tfaat he sl^ in it, aa Bon Quixote did in his heimet)^ 
and opsung the window of his bedroom, beheld, to his great 
astonishment, the well-known fi|rare of Jeanie Detms herself re- 
treatang horn his mte while his nooseke^er, with arms akimbo, 
fists dmmhed and extended, body erect, and head shaking with 
rage, sent aftm: her a volley of Billinpgate oaths. His choler 
rose in proportion to the surprise, and, perhaps, to the duturb- 
anoe of nis repose. ‘ Haih; ye,’ he exolaimea from the window, 
*ye auld limb of Satan 1 wha the deil gies you commission to 
guide aa honest man’s daughter that gate t ’ 

Mrs. Balohristie was completely caimht in the maimer. She 
was awar& firom the unusual warmth with which the Laird 
expressed himself that he was quite serious in this matter, and 
she knew that, with all his indolence of nature, th^ were 
pmnts on which he might be provoked, and ^at, bein^ pro- 
voked, he had in him something danj^rous, which her wisdom 
taught her to fear accordingly. She oep^n, therefore, to retract 
her fidse step as &8t as she could. ‘ She was but speaking for 
the house’s credit, and she couldna think of disturlmig his 
honour in the morning sae ^ly, when the young woman 
mi^t as wed wait or call again ^ and, to be sure, we might 
miue a mistake between the twa sisters, for ane o’ them wasna 
sae creditable an aoquaintanoe.’ 

* Hand your peace, ye auld iade,’ said Bumbiedikee ; ‘ the 
warst quean e’er stnde m their snoon may ca’ yon cousin, an a’ 
be true tiiat I have heard. ^ Jeanie, my woman, gang into the 
pariour — but stay, that winna be redd up yet; wait there a 
minute till 1 come doun to let ye in. Binm mind what Jenny 
says to ye.’ 

* Na, n^’ said Jenny, with a laugh of affected heutinffis, 

* never mind me^ lass. A’ the uwld kens my bark ’s waur than 
my l»te ; if ye hra had an appointment wi’ the Lurd, ye might 
hae tanld me, I am nae undvi! person. Gang your ways in bye, 
hinOT.' And she opened the door of the house with a master-key. 

’ But I had no appointment wi’ the Laird,’ said Jeanie, draw- 
ing back ; ' I want just to speak twa words to him, and 1 wad 
rather do it standing here, Mrs. Balchristie.’ 

*ln the open oour^irsrdt Na, na, that wad never do,; lass; 
we nmunna guide ye that gate nmther. And how’s that 
douce honest man, your father t’ 
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Jei^ vms aaved the of Bxammboft ^hk hypmi^iool 
question the appeazanoe of the Laixd 
^Gang in and get breaJkGftst readir/ said he to his house* 
keeper; 'an<L d'ye hear, break&st wi' ns yonisell : ye ken how 
to manage thae porrin^rs of tea*water; and, near ye, see 
abnne a' that there 's a gn<te fire. Weel, Jeanie, my woman, 
gang in b 3 re — jong in by^ and rest ye,' 

^Na, Laird,’ Jeanie replied, endeavouring as muoh as she 
oo^d to express herself with oommsure, notwithstanding she 
still tremble^ ^ I canna ga^ in : 1 nave a lang day's darg afore 
me ; I maun be twenty mile o' gate the night yet^ if feet will 
cany me.' 

‘Guide and deliver us! twenty mile — twenty mile on your 
feet 1 ' ej^ulat^ Dumbiedikes, whose walks were of a very 
circumscribed diameter. ‘ Te maun never think o' that ; come 
in bye.' 

‘ 1 canna do that, Laird,’ replied Jeanie. ‘ The twa words I hae 

to say to ye I can say here : forbye that Mrs. Balchristie ’ 

‘The deil flee awa’ wi’ Mrs. Balchristie,’ said Diunbiedikes, 
‘ and he 'll hae a heavy lading o’ her ! I tell ye, Jeanie Beans, 
I am a man of few words, but I am laird at hame as weel 


as in the field : deil a brute or bo^ about my house but 
I can manage when I like, except fiory Bean, my powny; 
but I can seldom be at the plague, an it binna when my 
bluid’s up.’ 

‘I was wanting to say to ye, Lair^’ said Jeanie, who felt 
the necessity of entering upon her business, ‘ that I was gaun a 
lang journey, outbye of my father’s knowledge.’ 

‘ Outbye his knowledge, Jeanie ! Is that right ? Te maun 
think o't again ; it 's no right,' said Dumbiedikes, with a conn* 


tenance of great concern. 

‘If I were anes at Lunnon,’ said Jeanie, in exculpation, ^I 
am amaist sure I could get means to speak to the queen alxntt 
my sister’s life.’ 

^ Lunnon, and the queen, and her sister’s life ! ’ said Dumbie* 
dikes, whistling for very amazement ; ‘ the lassie ’s dement^ ’ 

‘I am no out o’ my mind,’ said she, ‘and, sink or swim, I 
am determined to gang to Lunnon, if I suld beg my way firae 
door to door ; and so I maun, unle^ ye wad lend me a small 
sum to pay my expenses. Little thing will do it ; and ye ken 
my fether 's a man of substance, and wad see nae man, fer leae 
you, Lai^ come to loss by me.’^ 

Dumbie^es, on comprdiending the nature of this applkttr 
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<> 011 , oeaU soane inu<^y>Mn; iia mado bo mubw n^torar, 
Imt stood wiili bis eyw ziweted OB iite nooiui 

*I MO ye aio BO <w awietang me, Laud,’ said Jeanie; ‘sae 
fine ye leM; aad gang aad see mj poor &dmr as aften as ye 
eaa, lae be hmely eneogh bow.’ 

‘Wlmte is the silly baini gaunt’ said Dumlne^eB; and, 
laying bold of her hand, he Ira her into the house. ‘It ’s no 
^t i dkba thiidc o't b^ne^’ he said, ‘Imt it stack in my 
tiuOSitw’ 

l%iui meaking to hims^, be led her into an old-&8hioned 
wloar, rant the door behind them, and &straed it with a bolt. 
While Jeani^ surprised at this manoeuvre, remained as near the 
door as poesible, the Laird quitted her hand, wd pressed upon 
a aprmg k)dk fixed in an oak panel in the wainscot, which in- 
stantly slipped aside. An iron strong-box was discovered in a 
recess of me wall ; he opened this also, and, pulling out two or 
tiiree drawras, dmwed t^t ihey-were filled with leathern begs, 
full of gold and silvw coin. 

‘This is my bank, Jeanie^ lass,’ he said, looking first at her 
aad thra at the treasure, with an air of gre^ complacent ; 
‘nans o’ your goldsmith’s bills for me ; they bring folk to ruin.’ 

Then suddenly chaiupng his tone, he resmutely said — 
‘ Jeuue, I will mrae ye Leddy Bumlnedikes afore the sun sets, 
and n raa^'ride to Lnnnon in your ain coach, if ye lika' 

* ‘ Ns) Laud,’ said Jeanie, ‘ mat can never be : my fikther’s 

grie^ my risW’s situaticm, the discredit to yon ’ 

‘ That ’s my business,’ said Bumbiedikes. ‘ Te wad say nae- 
thing about that if ye werena a fnle; and yet I like ye the 
bettw ,|ck ’t : ae wise body ’s enengh in the married state. But 
if w^r heart ’s own fii’, take wh^ siller will serve ye, and let 
it M when ye come back again, as gude svne as sune.’ 

‘ iaurd,’ said Jeame, who felt me necessity of being 
explmt with so extraordinary a lover, ‘1 like anotiier man 
bettw than you, and I canna marry ye.’ 

‘ Anpthn man better than me^ Jeanie I ’ said Bumbiedikes : 
*howistiiait poariblet It’s no possible, woman; ye haekemd 
me aae lang.* 

^Ay, bn^ Laird,’ said Jeanie, wiUi pecaeTering rin^lieify, ‘1 
hae nod bim lan^.’ 

‘Langwl B’anopoanbtol’ exolaiimdtlwpoorLaird. 'It 
eanna be: ye wws bont <m the land. 0 Jeanie^ wcwian, ye 
haena looMt — ye haens seen the half o’ the gear.’ He drew 
eat am^Mr dm^. * A’ gowd, Jeanie^ aad there’s bands 6x 
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iflkrlei^ Afid tibe ittitel bocdc, Jeania — dpr tiirat li«Bd«r 
doil a iradsait buid, er bnnlfl^ Te haena 

lookk at theai, womaa. And then, nqr mothar’s modn^ aad 
my raudraother’a finbja — aJkmmaivad stand mi 
peai^-kee as fine as qpnkkn’ aad rii^ and ear-rings to 
the boot of a’ that ; ara a' in the diamher of daaa (Hi, 
Jeanie, gang op the stair and look at them ! ' 

_ Bot Jeame held &et her intog^ly, thoo^ beeet irith ten^ta- 
tions iriiioh {lohaps the laird of Immbiedikes did not great^^ 
err in supposing 'were those most affecting to her sen. 

‘ It oanna Laird : I have said it, and I oanna break my 
word rill hi^ if ve wad gie me Ihe haill barony of Dalkeith 
and Logtcm into me batgaim’ 

‘ Your w<ad to Aim,’ sud tiie Laird, somewhat peitishly ; 
‘ bat wha is he, Jeanie t — wha is he 1 1 haew heanlhis name 
yet. ^ Gome now, Jeanie^ ye ^ bat qaeming us. I am no 
trowii^ that there is sic a ane in the world ; ye are bat ma-lring 
&shi(ni. What is he > wha is be i ’ 

‘Just Aeaben Butler, that 's sdiuleiaaster at liberton,’ said 
Jeanie. 

‘Reuben Butler! Reuben Butler I* eohoed the Laird of 
Dundnedikes, paoi^ tiie apartment in hi^ disdain. ‘Reuben 
Butler, the dominie at Liberton, aad a dorunie depute too i 
Reub^ the scm of my cottar ! Very weel, Jeanie, lass, wilfo’ 
woman will hae her way. Reuben Butier! be haaoa m his 
pouch the value o’ the auld black coat he wears, -—but it dii^ 
signify.’ And, as he spok^ he shut sucoeesivriy, and with 
vmemence, the drawers of his treasury. ‘A £fiir ofiet, Jeanie^ 
is nae cause of feud. Ae man may lu^ a horse to the wateiv 
but twenty wanna gar him drink. And as for. wasting my 
substmioe on other felks’ joes-^ ’ 

There ^ smnethiim in the last faint that netted Jeanie’s 
honest pride. ‘I was l^gix^ sene fine year honour,’ she sanl; 
‘ least <H a’ (m sic a score as ye pR it on. €fyde morning to ye, 
rir ; ye hae been land to niy fetber, and it isaa in my heart to 
think otherwise than kindly of you.’ 

8o eayi^, riie left the room, without luteoiiig to a fidnt 
*Ba^ Jeanie — Jeanie — stay, woman! ’and traversi^theoonrt- 
yard withaquiok sten^ dhe s^ out on her fMwatd yoam^, her 
bosom glowing with that aatural indi|paitk» and ananw wludi 
an himiMt mind feels at having subjected itself to adb • AMOor 
whitfe had been uneiqpeotedly infest YRmn oatef thoLaMh 
l^nad, and erne more the p«hl»eoad, iiB ^epoehafeHM^ 
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:im anger ocx^bd, and anzknis aatio^patkais of &e e<»8eqTieiH» 
of this diaappointme&t Itemn to inflaenoe in& 

(^erftdiags. MiutfmathaaaetiialfybeghervaytoZKmdon! 
for sitoh ' seemed the aiteraatiTe: or most she tim ba<& and 
eoUflit h^ fother finr m<m6y ; and by doing so lose time, vhi<fo 
was ofejd^os, besides the risk of mmonntering his positive 
prolmtion respecting her journey t _ Yet she saw no medium 
betssera these alternatives ; and, while she walked slowly on, 
UmaSt^ meditating whether it were not better to return. 

. / ..JThile she was was in an uncertainty, she heard the clattmr 
Mlfk horse’s hoofo, and a well-known voice calling her name. 
^^e looked round, smd saw advancing towards her on a pony, 
whose bare back and halter assorted ill with the nightgown, 
Uppers, and laced cocked-hat of the rider, a cavalier of no less 
importance than Dumbiedikes himself In the energy of his 
pursuit, he had overcome even the Highland obstinacy of Rory 
Bean, and compelled that self-willed palfrev to canto the way 
his rider chose ; which Rory, however, performed with all the 
symptoms of reluctance, turning his ne^ and accompany^ 
eveiy bound he made in advance with a side-long motion, which 
indicated his extieme wish to turn round — a manoeuvre which 
notiling but the constant exercise of the Laird’s hedb and 
cu^l could tKxpbly have counteracted 

When the Laird c^e up with Jeanie, the first words he 
uttered were — ‘Jeanie, they say ane shouldna aye take a 
woman at her first woidt’ 

‘Ay, but ye maun take me at mine, Laird,’ said Jeanie, 
looking on the ground, and walking on without a pause. ‘ I 
hae but ae wend to bestow on ony body, and that ’s aye a true 
ane.’ 

‘Thai,’ said Dumbiedikes, ‘at least ye suldna aye take a 
man at ku first word. Ye mannna gang this wilfu’ ^te siller- 
less, come o’t what like.’ He put a purse into her hand. ‘ I 
wad gie you Rory too, but he e as wilfii’ as yoursell, and he ’s 
ower woef used to a gate that maybe he and I hae gaen dwer 
aften, and Im ’ll gang nae road dse.^ 

‘But, Laud,’ sud Jeame, ‘though I ken my fother will 
satufy every ay of this siller, miatever there ’s o’^ yet I 
wadna like tolboROw it frae ane that maybe thinks or some- 
thiimmair them the paying o’t back again.’ 

‘Inese's just twenty-five guineas o%’ sud DumMedikes, 
with a gmitie tigh. ‘and rtiietimr your fother pays or dima pay, 
I make ye free till ’t without anothm word. Gang where ys 
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li^ do what to likoi and maiTyjBk Hib Battoft m iho oountry 
gin ye like. And sae, gude moxn^ to you, Jeaid^’ 

‘And God bless you, Laiid, wi' mony a ^de moTomg ^*^ said 
Jeanie, her heart more softened bv the unwonted ^erosit^ of 
tins uncouth character than jperhaps Butler might have ap- 

S )royed, had he known her feeling at that moment ; ‘ and com** 
brt^ and the Lord’s peace, and^ we peace of the w<hld, be with 
you, if we suld never meet again T ^ 

Dumbiedikes turned and waved his hand: and his 'pony, 
much more willing to return than he had been to set out^ 
hurried him homewards so £sist that, wan^g the aid of a 
regular bridle, as well of saddle and stiirups, he was t6d> 
much puzzled to keep his seat to permit of his looki^ behind, 
even to give the ps^ing glance of a forlorn swain. I am 
ashamed to say tlmt the sight of a lover, run awav with in 
nightgown and slippers and a l^d hat^ by a bare-ba<4ed High- 
land pony, had something in it of a sedative, even to a grate- 
ful and deserved burst of affectionate esteem. The figpe of 
Dumbiedikes was too ludicrous not to confirm Jeanie in the 
original sentiments she enter^ned towards him. 

‘ He ’s a rade creature,’ said she, ‘and a kind ; it’s a pity he 
has sae willyard a powny.’ And she immediately turned her 
thoughts to the important journey which she had commenc^, 
reflecting with pleasure that, according to her habits of life 
and of underg;oing fatigue, she was now amply, or even super- 
fluously, provided with the means of encountering the expenses 
of the road up and down from London, and all other expenses 
whatever. 



CHAPTER XXVII 

stnmgfB and w a yw a rd tihonghta will aUde > 

Into a lover’a head ; 

<0 mercy I ’ to myself I crisdt 
*U JEmcy should be dead 1 * 

Wordsworth. 

I N ptmuiog her solitary joum^, our heroin^ soon after 
passing the house of Bumbiedikes, gained a litue eminence, 
mm which, on looking to the eastward down a prattling 
brook, whose meanders were shaded with straggling willows and 
sdder-trees, she could see the cottages of Woodend and Beer- 
sheba^ the haunts and habit^ion of her early life, and could 
distinpiish theconunon on which she had so oftim herded sheep, 
and the recesses of the rivulet where she had pulled rushes 
with Butler, to pkit crowns and soeptres for her sister Effie, 
tlm a beautiful but spoiled child of about three years old. 
The leooUeotioiss which the scene brought with thmn were so 
bitter that^ had rim indul^ them, she would have sate down 
and relieve her heart with tears. 

^ *But I kend,' said Jeanie, when she gave an account of her 
pilgi^ag^ ^that gating would do but little gooi and that 
it was mair beseeming to thank the Lord, that showed me 
kindness and countenance by means of a man that mony ca’d 
a Nabal and churl, but wha was free of his gudes to me as 
ever the fountwn was free of the stream. And I minded the 
Scripture about the sin of Israel at Meribah, when the people 
murmured, although Moses had brought water from the dry 
rock that the congregation might dri]^ and live. Sae, I wad 
not trust mysell wim another look at puir Woodend, for the 
very blue re^ that came out of the lum-head jmt me in mind 
of the change of xnarket-dajra with us.’ 

In this resided mid Christian temper she pursued her 
journey, until she was beyond this place of melancholy recollec- 
tions, and not distant from the village where Butler dwelt^ 
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yAaxkf with its cdd-fiuhknisd ^Ufoli said stoq^ rises loaoiig a 
toft dP tree& oocrapyixig the tidge of an esxdnmoe to the sonth 
of Bdinbtiigk At a quarter ca a mile's distance is a ckamsj 
square tower, the residfenoe the Laird of liberton, who^ m 
fi^er times, with the habits of tiie predatory (hiTa^ of 
Germai^, is said fr^umitly to have aimoved the city of iSim* 
bargh by intercepting the supplies and merchandise which 
came to the town from the southward. 

This village, its tower, and its church, did not lie precisely 
in Jeanie's road towards England ; but they were not muon 
aside from it, and the village was the abode of Butler. She 
had resolved to see him in the beginning of her journey, because 
she conceived him the most proper person to write to her &ther 
concerning her resolution and her nopes. There was probably 
another reason latent in her affectionate bosom. She wishra 
once more to see the otject of so early and so sincere an 
attcMhment^ before ^mmencing a pilgrunage, the pei^ of 
which she did not disguise from herseE altrough she did not 
allow them so to press upon her mind as to diminish the 
strength and energy of her resolution. A visit to a lover 
from a young person in a higher rank of life than Jeanie's 
would mbve h^ someth^ forward and improper in its 
character. But the simplicity of her rural habits was un« 
acquainted with these punctilious ideas of decorum, mad nc 
notion, therefore, of impropriety crossed her imagiimtian as, 
setting out upon a long journey, she went to bid adieu to an 
ea^ friend. 

Ihere was still another motive that pressed upon her mind 
with additional force as she approached the vill^. She had 
looked anxiously for Butler in me court-house, and nad expected 
tiiat certainly, in some part of that evenml day, he would 
have appears to brix^ such countenance and support as he 
could give to his old friend and the protector of his youth, even 
if her own claims were laid aside. She knew, indera, that he 
was under a certain degree of restrmnt ; but she still hiul hop^ 
that he would have tomd means to emancipate himself frxnn it^ 
at least for one day. In sho^ the wild and wayward thoughts 
which Wordsiworth has described as rising in an abs^ kvmr's 
imagination suggested, as the only explanaticm of hm abeenee^ 
that Butler must be very ill And so mudi had tiiis wrou|^ 
cm her imagination, that when she approadied the oottiige 
where her lover ooci^ed a small apa^ent, tmd whiidi mi 
beau pointed out to bar 1^ a maiden with a milk-pai! <m hm 
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il]» tnmbkd at the aoBirar di« 

on ^mring lor him. 

Her Sms ui tins case had, indeed, onlf hit npon the tnilh. 
Bntler, wiiose oonstitoticin was natniallj feeble, did not soon 
reoorer the fetigne ctf bodjr and distress of mind which he had 
snffmed in (xmseqnenoe of the trufeal events with whidi onr 
nanatave commenced. The ^painrol idea that his dhaiacter 
was breathed on by suspicion was an agnavatimi to his 
distatess. 

&it the most omel addition was the absolute prohibition 
laid by tiie mMistrates on his holding any oommunioation with 
Deans or his ramily. It had unfertunatuy appeared likely to 
thmn ^t some intercourse might be agam attempted with 
that femily by Bobertson, through the medium of Butler, and 
t^ they were uudous to intercept, or prevent, if poffiible. 
The measure was not meant as a harsh or ii\jurious severity on 
the part of the magistrates; but, in Butler’s oircumstanoes, 
it pressed cruelly hard. He felt he must be sufferii^ under 
the bad opinion of the^ person who was dearest to him, from 
an imputation of unkind desertion, the most alien to his 
natnra 

This painiul thought, pressing on a frame already injured, 
I»ought on a suooe^on of slow and lingering feverim attacks, 
which greatly impaired his health, and at lei^^ rendered him 
inetmame even of the sedentary duties of the school, on which 
his wmul d^mided. Fortunately, old Mr. Whaokbairn, who 
was the principal teacher of the little parochial establishment, 
was sinewy attached to Butler. Besides that he was sensible 
of his merits and value as an assistant, which had greatly 
raised the credit of his little sdiool, the ancient pedagogue, 
who had himself been tolerably educated, retained some taste 
&r dlaasical lore, and would gladly relax, after the drudgery of 
the school was past, by coniung over a few pages of Horace or 
Jnvmial with ^ uiher. A similarity of taste ^ot kindness,, 
a^ he accordingly saw Butler’s increasing debility with great 
compassion, rOum up his own energies to tea^ng the school 
in ^ mcsmag hours, insisted upon his assistant’s reposing 
himself at that period, and, besides, supplied him with such 
omnl^ as the patient’s situation requir^ and lus own means 
wme madequate to cmapass. 

&»3h was Butler’s situation, scarce able to d^ himself to 
the place where his daily drudgery must g^ ^ daily bread, 
and racked wfth a thousand manul antidpations oomserning 
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like &t6 of tboee ^ho were dearest to him in the wodd, when 
the tri^ and oondemnatkm of Effie Beans put die oopestmie 
upon his mental misery. 

He had a partioolar account of these eyents firom a fellow- 
stttdent who resided in the same village, and who, hav^ been 
present on the melancholy occasion, was able to place it in all 
its agony of horrors b^ore his excruciated imagination. That 
sleep should have visited his eyes, after such a curfew-not^ 
yms impossible. A thousand dreadful yuions haimted his 
imagination all night, and in the morning he was awaked 
from a feverish slumber by the ovlj circums^ce which could 
have ^ded to his dis^ss — the visit of an intrusive ass. 

This unwelcome visitant was no other than Bartoline Sad- 
dletree. The worthy and sapient burgher had kept his ap- 
pointment at MacGi^kie’s, with Plumdamas and some other 
neighbours, to discuss the Duke of Artie’s speech, the justice 
of Effie Beans’s condemnation, and Ine improbability^ of her 
obtaining a reprieve. This sage conclave disputed high and 
drank deep, and on the next morning Bartoline felt, as he 
expressed i^ as if his head was like a * confused progress of 
wnts.’ 

To bring his reflective powers to their usual serenity, Saddle- 
tree resolved to take a morning’s ride upon a certain hackney 
which he, Plumdamas, and another honest shopkeeper com- 
bined to maintain by joint subscription, for occasional jaunte 
for the purpose of business or exercise. As Saddletree hM two 
children boarded with Whackbaim, and was, as we have seen, 
rather fond of Butler’s society, he turned his palsy’s head 
towards Liberton, and came, as, we have already said, to give 
the unfortunate usher that additional vexation of which Imogen 
complainB so feelingly when she says, 

I 'm spiiffhted with a fool — 

Sprighted and anger’d worse. 

If anything could have added gall to bitterness, it was the 
choice which Saddletree made of a subject for lus prosing 
harangues, being the trial of Effie Beans, and the probability of 
her being executed. Every word fell on Butler’s ear like the 
knell of a deatib-bell or the note of a screech-owL 

Jeanie paused at the door of her lover’s humble abode upon 
hearing the loud and pompous tones of Saddletree sounmng 
from me inner apartment — ^Credit me, it will be aae^ Mr. 
Butlm:. Brandy canimt save her. I^e maun gang dbmi 
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Bov wi’ilte lad iatibd her heels. I m aoity 

hr the laaek^ lad. tiie lav, nr, maun hae its ooune — 

Vivat rez^ 

Owrrathx, 

as ihe poet has it, in whilk af Hosaoe’s Oebf I kncm not' 

Here Butler greyed, in utter imj^enoe of i^e brutality 
wd ignoianoe which mrtoline had contrived to amalgamate 
into one sentenca But Saddletree, like other pros^ was 
blessed with a happy obtuseness of perception oonoeiximg tiie 
im&yourable impression which he sometin^ made on his audi< 
t(m. He proceeded to deal forth his scraps of legal knowledge 
without mercy, and concluded by asking Butw with neat 
self>oomnlacency, ^ Was it na a pity my &ther didna send me 
to Utrecht 1 Havena I missed the chance to turn out as daris- 
dmu8 an ictus as auld Grunwiggin himsell 1 What for dinna 
ye speak, Mr. Butler t Wad 1 no hae been a clarisdmus ictus ? 
Kh, man ? ' 

really do not understand you, Mr. Saddletree,' said 
Butler, thus pushed hard for an answer. His &int and ex- 
hausted tone of voice was instantly drowned in the sonorous 
bray of Bartoline. 

* No understand me, man 7 Ictus is Latin for a lawyer, is it 
i>ot 7 ' 

^Not that ever I beard o(’ answered Butler, in the same 
dejected jK>na 

‘The 'deil ye didna I See, man, I got the word but this 
moping out of a memorial of Mr. Crossmyloof s : see, there it 
is, (durissimus et perti — peritissimtM ; it 's a’ Lati^ for it ’s 
printed in the Italian types.' 

‘ 0, you meanyf^-consa&as f Ictus is an abbreviation for 


‘Diima tell me, man,’ ^rseyered Saddletree: ‘there’s nae 
abbreviates except in adjumcations ; and this is a' about a servi- 
tude of water-(mp, that is to say, tUUcidkm ^ — maybe ye'll 
say that 's no Latin neither — in Mary King's Close in the High 
Street' 

‘Very likdy/ said poor Butler, overwhelmed by the noOT 
perseverance of his visitor. ‘ 1 am not able to dispute with 
you.' 


^ ^ The executioiier, In a Uverv of hlBdt or Uark grej and sUrer^ Ukased 
hy low wit to a magpie. 

* He meant, prohahhr* sUSUMkm, 
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fcSk axe — km kSk axe, Mr. Boltoy tiioogh I aay it 
that diottldna say it,’ letumed BartoUne, with ddi^t 
* Now, it will be twa hours yet or ye ’re wanted in the sohu^ 
and ae ye are no weel, 1 ’ll at wi’ you to divert ye, and ei^lain 
t’^ the nature of a tUUddicm. Ye maun ken, the ^titioner, 
Mnu Orombie, a very decent woman, is a friend of min^ and t 
had stude her friend in this case, and brought her wi’ credit 
into the cou^ and I doubtna that in due time she will win out 
o’t wi’ credit, win she or lose she. Te see, beinff an inferior 
tenement or laigh house, we grant ourselves to be ourdened wi’ 
the tiUiddey that is, that we are obligated to receive the natural 
water-drap of the superior tenement, sae &r as the same &’s 
frae the heavens, or the roof of our neighbour’s house, and from 
thence by the gutters or eaves upon our laigh tenement But 
the other night comes a Highland quean of a lass, and she 
dashes, God kens what, out at the eastmost window of Mrs. 
MacPhail’s house, that ’s the superior tenement I believe the 
auld woman wad hae agreed, for Luckie MacPhail sent down 
the lass to tell mv friend Mrs. Grombie that she had made the 
wdyloo out of the wrang window, from respect for twa High- 
hmdmen that were speaking Gaelic in the close below the right 
an a ^ But luckily for Mrs. Orombie, I Just chanced to come in 
in time to break aff the communing, for it ’s a pity the point 
suldna be tried. We had Mrs. MacPhail into the Ten-Mark 
Court The Hieland limmer of a lass wanted to swear herself 
free ; but Haud ye there,” says I ’ 

The detailed account of this important suit might have lasted 
until poor Butler’s hour of rest was completely exhausted, had 
not Saddletree bemi interrupted by the noise of voices at the 
door. The woman of the house where Butler lodged, on re- 
turning with her pitcher from the well, whexice she had been 
fetching water for the fomily, found our heroine Jeanie Deans 
standh^ at the door, impatient of the prolix harangue of 
Saddletree, yet unwilling to enter until he should have taken 
his leave. 

The good woman abridged the period of hesitation by in- 
quiring, ’Was ye wanting the guoeman or me, lass?’ 

’I wanted to speak with Mr. Butler, if he ’sat leisure’ replied 
Jeanie. 

* Gang in hje then, my woman,’ answered the g^wife ; and 
opmiing the <morof aroom, she announced the additional visitor 
mik — ^Mr. Butler, here’s a lass wants to speak t’ ye.’ 

The surprise of Butler was extreme when Jeanie, who seldcaa 
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tiSxteA haM a mile feen lieme, eidimfid his spurtmemt ^on tiiie 
annaodatkm. 

‘Good God ] ' be aaid, etartiim firom bis diair, vbile akrm 
lestorod to bis obedc tbe ooloar m wbicb skdmess bad derived, 
it ; ‘ some sew nuafortaoe must have hajqpeQ^ I ’ 

‘ None^ Mr. Reuben, but wbat you must hae heard of ; but 
0, TO are lookiiur ill yoursell ! ’ for ‘ the heotio of a mommxt ’ 
had not ocaioealed from her affeoti<»iate eyes the mvages whidi 
lingning disease and anxiety of mind had made in her lover’s 
pexson. 

‘No I I am — quite well,’ said Butler, mth eager- 
ness; 'if 1 can do anyumg to assist you, Jeanie — or your 
&Gier.’ 

‘Ay, to be sure,’ said Saddletree; ‘the &m% may be con- 
Eoderra as limited to them twa now, just as if hme nad never 
been in the tailzie, puir thing. But, Jeanie, lass, what brings 
TOu out to Liberton sae air in the morning, and your &ther 
lyiim ill in the Luckenbooths 1 ’ 

‘I had a message fiae my &ther to Mr. Butler,’ said Jeanie, 
with embeuTOSsment ; but instantly feeling ashamed of the 
fiction to which she had resorted, for her love of and veneration 
for truth was almost Quaker-like, she corrected herself — ‘ That 
is to say, 1 wanted to spe^ with Mr. Butler about some busi- 
ness of my fether’s and puir Effie’s.’ 

‘Is it kw business said Bartoline ‘because, if it be, ye 
had b^ter tc^e my opinion on the sulject than his.’ 

‘ It is not just law ousiness,’ said Jeanie, who saw consider- 
able inoonvenience might arise firom letting Mr. Saddletree into 
ihe secret purpose of her journey; ‘but 1 want Mr. Butler to 
write a letter for ma’ 

‘ Very righh’ said Mr. Saddletree ; ‘ and if ye h tell me what 
it is about, I ’ll dictate to Mr. Butler as Mr. Grossmyloof does 
to his clmk. Get your pen and ink in inUiaUbws, Mr. Butler.’ 

Jeanie looked at Butlm:, and wrung her lumds with vexaticm 
tmd im^tienoa 

‘ I b^ev^ Mr. Saddletree,’ said Butler, who saw the neoes- 

S of getting rid of him at all events, ‘that Mr. Whaokbaim 
be smnewhat s^Eronted if you do not hear your boys called 
up to their lessons.’ 

‘ Indeed, Mr. Butler, and that ’s as true ; and I promised to 
ask a half play-day to tlm sohule, so that the bairns might gang 
and see the hanging, whuh canna but have a pleasing effe^ on 
thw young minds, semng there is no knowing what they may 


rrHE HEART OF MmLOTHlAN 


m 

o(at» toUnmaebm. OddBO,I£dj»adadf»wenhim,Jmtm 
Deans : bat ye maun ose yontsell to bear the aiattar o*. 
Keep Jeanie here till I come hade, Mr. Butler; I vuiiiia hide 
ten minutes.’ 

And irith this nnweloome assanmee of ut immediate r^xuni, 
he relieved thmn of tiie embarrassment of his presenoa 

‘ Beuben,’ said Jeome, who imw the neoessily of nsins the 
interval of tiis absence in discussing what bad brought hw wei^ 
‘lam bound on a lang journey. I am gann to Lunnon to adc 
Effie’s life of the Iring and of the queen.’ 

‘Jeaniel you are surely not yourself’ answered Butler, in 
the utmost surprise ; ‘you go to London — you address the king 
and queen 1 ’ 

‘And what for no, Beuben t ’ said Jeanie^ with all the com- 
posed simplicity of her character ; ‘ it ’s but sneaking to a mortal 
man and woman when a’ is don& And their hearts maun be 
made o’ flesh and blood like other folks’, and Effie’s story wad 
melt them were thev stone. Forbye, I hae heard that they are 
no sic bad folk as what the Jacobi^ ca’ them.’ 

‘Tes, Jeanie,’ said Butler ; ‘but their magnificence, their 
retinue, the difficulty of getti^ audience!’ 

‘ I have thought of a’ ^t, Beub^ and it shall not_ break 
my spirit Nae doubt their clai^ will be very g^d, wi’ their 
crowns on their heads, and their sceptres in their hands, like 
the great King Ahasuerus when he sate upon his royal throne 
foranent the gate of his house, as we are told in Sorii>ture. 
But I have that within me that will keep my heart from failing, 
and 1 am amaist sure that 1 will be strengthened to speak tise 
errand I came for.’ 

‘Alas I alas ! ’ said Butler, ‘the kings nowadays do not tit 
in the gate to administer justice, as m patriarchal timea I 
know as little of courts as you do, Jeanie, ^ ezMrimioe ; but 
by reading and report I know that the King or Britain does 
everything by means of his ministms.’ 

‘And if they be upright, Gkxi-foaring ministers,’ said Jeanie^ 
' it ’s sae muckle &e better chance for Effie and m&’ 

‘But you do not evmi understand the most ordinary wmds 
relating to a cour^’ said Butier ; ‘by the ministay is meant imt 
cleKymen, but the king’s o£&^ servants.’ 

‘ Eae doubt,’ retumra Jeanie^ ‘ he maun hae a great nunfoer. 
mair, I daur to say, than the DnehaBS has at DaDiitith ; and 
great folks’ servants axe aye mair saiuy than tibiemselves. 

I ’ll be deoentiy put on, and I ’lloffin: tiimn a trifle o’ tillmc; as 1 
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:iaiam to «ee &o,p]ao& Or, £f 0io7 aonq^ ilia^ 11Q tdl ttHB 
1 *01 eom» on • oaonoaB of li& aad doa^ and t)i«n tbajr will 
aardy bnng me to cpeedb of Oie and queeal’ 

Batier ebook hie head. ‘ 0, Je8iu& this is entiiely a wild 
dieaia. Ton ean never see tibm bat thioo|^ some gr^ kcd’s 
inteioescnm, and 1 think it is soaroe poesilde even liittL' 

* Woei, but maybe I can get that too,' said Jeanie^ ‘ with a 
little helping fixmi yon.’ 

‘From Jeanie 1 this is the wildest imagination of all* 

‘ Ay, but it is not, Benben. Havena I heard you say that 
yonr iptand&ther, that my ftther never likes to hear about, 
dhi 8(»ae gade la«g s^ to the forbear of this MaeCaUunnnon^ 
when he was Lord of Lorn 1 ’ 

‘He did so,' said Butler, ea^ly, ‘and I can prove it. I 
will write to the Duke of Arg^ — report speaks him a good 
kindly man, as he is known for a brave soldier and true patriot 
1 will oomme him to stand between your sister and this 
orori &t& ihere is but a poor ohanoe of success, but we will 
try all means.' 

' We must try all means,' replied Jeanie ; ‘but writing winna 
do it : a letter canna look, aim pray, and b^, and beraedi, as 
the human voice can do to the human heart. A letter 's like 
the musio that the ladies have fi>r their spinets : naething but 
Uaok scores, ocnnpared to the same tnnej^TOd or sung. It 's 
word of mouth maun do it, or naething, ^ubmt.' 

‘Ton are right,' said Reuben, recollecting his firmness, ‘and 
I will h(^ that Heaven has suggested to your kind heart and 
firm (XHinge the only possible means of saving the life of this 
unfortunate girl But, Jeanie, you must not take this most 
perilous journey aloim ; I have an interest in yon, and I will not 
agree that my Jeuiie throws herself away. Ton must, even 
in the presmit riroumstano^ give me a husband's i^t to prO' 
teot you, and 1 will go with you m]r8elf on this journey, ai^ 
assist you to do vour duty by yonr fiunily.' 

‘Ah^ Benben!^ said Jeanie m her turn, ‘this must not be; a 
pa^on will not gie my rister her &ir fiime again, or make me a 
bride fitting fi)r an hon^ man and an useiu' minister. 'VVlia 
wad miml vniat be said in the pu^it, that had to wife the sister 
of a wmnan that was condonned for sic wickedness t ’ 

‘ Bntf Jeanie,' ^eaded her lover, ‘ I do not believe, and I can- 
not bdmve^ that nffie has done this deed.' 

‘ Heavos bless you fi» saying sae, Benben ! ’ answered Jeanie ; 
‘but she maun bm the Uame o't^ affcw alL' 
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‘Bat the hiaai^ irere it em iostly laid <m her, liOM aot 

611 o& yon.’ 

'Ah, Beubeo, Beaben,’ i^tUed the yoniie wnaaii, *ye ken 
it is a blot that sj^eads to kith and kin. Itmbod, as my poor 
fitthsr says, the glory is departed frtnn our house; &t t&e 
poorest num’s house has a glory, where there are true bandti, a 
divine hearty and an honest £une. And the last has gane me 
UB a. 

'Bui^ Jeanie, consider your word and plighted ftith to xne; 
and would ye undertake such a journey without a to 
grotect^youl and who should tliat protector be but your 

‘ You are kind and good, Beuben, and wad tak me wi’ a’ my 
shame, I doubtn^ But ye canna but own that this is no time 
to marry or be given in marriage. Na^ if that sold ever be, it 
maun be in another and a better season. And, dear Reuben, 
ye speak of protecting me on my journey. Alas ! who will pro- 
tect wd take care of you I Your ve^ limbs tremble with 
standii^ for ten minutes on the floor ; how could you under- 
take a journey as far as Lunnon ? ’ 

‘ But I am strong — lam well,' continued Butler, sinking in 
his seat totally equated, ‘ at least I shall be quite well to- 
morrow.' 

* Ye see, and ye ken, ye maun jiwt let me depart^' said Jeanie, 
after a pau^ ; and then taking his extended hand, and gassing 
kindly in his face, she added, * It 's e’en a grief the mair to me 
to see you in this way. But ye maun keep up vour heart for 
Jeanie’s sake, for if she isna jrour wife, she will never be Ihe 
wife of living man. And now gie me the paper for MacCallum- 
more, and bid God speed me on my wot.’ 

^ There was something of romance in Jeanie’s venturous resolu- 
rion ; yet, on consideration, as it seemed impossible to alter it 
by persuasion, or to rive her assistance but by advice, Butlar, 
liter some ft^er d^te, put into her }^Qa the paper (die 
desired, which, with the muster-roll in which it was ^ded up, 
were ihb sole memorials of the stout and enthusiastic Bible 
Burier, his grandfather. While Butler sought this document 
Jeanie had time to take up his po^et Bible. * 1 have marked 
a scripture,' she said, as she again laid it down, * with your 
keri 3 ndne pmi, that will be useml to us baith. And ye maun 
tek the trouble, Reuben, to write a’ this to my &thm:, for, God 
hrip me, I have neither head nor hand for lang lettme at cmy 
time, fox^e now ; and I teust himentirely to you, ami I treat 
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3 «a will soda be petmittod to see Idm. And, Beabe^ wben jre 
do win to the spe^ o’ mind a’ the aold man’s bits o’ wajs, 

finr Jeanie’s eaie } and diana qwak o’ Latin ot ihiglidt terns 
to him, Ibrhe’s o’ the anhl warld, and downa bide to be &shed 
wf th^ thon^ 1 daiesajr he may be wrang. And dinna ye 
sa^ mnoKle to h^ Imt set him on q)eakiiw biTnawH, for he ’ll' . 
bong himsell mair comfort that w&j. And 0, Beuben, the poor <■ . 
lassie in yon dungeon ! — bat I needna bid your ^d hWut 
— gie her what comfort ye can as soon as they will let ye see 

her ; tell her But I mannna spe^ mair about her, for I 

maunna tahe leave o’ ye wi’ the tear in my ee, for that wadna 
be oanny.^ God bless ye, Beuben I ’ 

To avoid so ill an omen she left the room hastily, while her 
features yet retained the mournful and affectionate smile which 
she had compelled them to wear in order to support Butler’s 
s^ts. 

It semned as if the power of sight, of speech, and of refleo- 
ti<m had left him as she disappear^ from the room, which she 
bad entmed and retired ^m so like an apparition. Saddle- 
fane, who entered immediately afterwards, overwhelmed him 
with questions, which he answer^ without understanding them, 
and wif^ legal disquisitions, which conveyed to him no iota of 
meaning. At len^ the learned burgess recollected that there 
was a b^B court to be held at Loanhead that day, and though 
it was luwdly worth while, ‘he might as weel go to see if there 
was ony fbmg doing, as he was acquainted with the baron- 
bailie, who was a decent man, and would be glad of a word of 
advice.' 

So soon as he departed, Butler flew to the Bible, the last 
book which Jeanie had touched. To his extreme suimrise, a 
pt^er, containing two or three pieces of gold, dropped ^m the 
book. With a black-lead pencil she had marked the sixteenth 
and twenty-fifth verses of we thirfy-sevenfh Psdbn — ‘ A little 
that a righteous man hath is better than the riches of the 
wicked’ ‘I b»ve been TOung and am now old yet have I 
not seen fhe righteous rom&n, nor his seed begg^ their 
1»ead.’ 

Deeply impressed with fhe affectionate delicacy whi^ 
shroudfed its own generotity under fhe cover of a providential 
supply to his wante, he pressed the gold to his lips with more 
ardour than ever the metal was greeted with by a miser. To 
emulate her devout firmness and confidence seemed now the 
pitch his ambition, and his first task was to write u account 
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to Ratid Deans of bis daughter’s tesolnttcm and joumejr sontb- 
vaid. He studied eyeiy sentiment^ and even eveiy phnuie, 
he thoi^ht oould reconcile the old man to her eztraov- 
dinaiy resolution. The effect which this epistle produced will 
hereafter adverted to. Butler committra it to &e ohaige 
of an honest down, who had frequent dealings with Deans 
in the sde of his dairy produce, and who rmdily under- 
took a journey to Edinburgh to put the letter into his own 
handa* 


Bj dint of assldnoua researcb, 1 am enabled to certiorate the readw 
that the name of thla ^raon was Saondera Broadfoot, and that he dealt In 
the wholesome commodity called kirn-milk butter-milk). — J« C 



CHAPTER XXVIII 


My native land, good night t 

Lord Btrok. 


I N the present day, a journey from Edinburgh to ^ndon 
is a matter at once safe, brief, and simple, however ineiw- 
rienoed or onprotected the traveller. Numerous coaches 
of different rates oi charge, and as many packets, are perrotu- 
ally passing and repassing l^twixt the capi^ of Britain and her 
northern sister, so that me most timid or indolent may execute 
such a journey upon a few hours’ notice. But it was different in 
1737 . So slight and infrequent was then the intercourse be- 
twixt London and Edinburgh that men still alive remember, 
that upon one occasion the mail from the former city arrived at 
the General Post-Office in^ Scotland with only one letter in it.^ 
The usual mode of travelling was by means of post-horses, the 
traveller occup]ring one and his guiae another, in which manner, 
by relays of horses from stage to stag^ the journey might be 
accomplished in a wonderfully short time by those who could 
endure fetigua To have the bones shaken to pieces by a 
constant change of those hacks was a luxury for the rich ; the 
poor were xm&r the necessi^ of using the mode of conveyance 
wi A which nature had provided them. 

With a strong heart, and a frame patient of ffitigue, Jeanie 
Deans, travelHng at the rate of twenty miles a-day, and some- 
times fiurther, traversed the southern part of Gotland and 
advanced as &r as Durham. 

Hitherto she had been either among her own country-folk, 
or those to whom her bare feet and tartan screen were objects 
too &miiiar to attract much attention. But as she advanced, 
she peroeived that both oiroumstances exposed her to sarcasm 
and taunts which she might otherwise have escaped; and 
although in her heart she thought it unkind and inhospitable 

* Tlw fact Is certoln. , OThs slngls epistle was addressed to tilie principal 
director of the British Linen Company. 
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to oieer at a passing strangw on aooonnt of the fashion her 
attite, yet bIm had the goM sense to altw tiioee parts <ii her 
dress which attiaoted Ol-nataied observati<Mi. Her <Aeoqa0d 
sfoeen was deposited oaiefoUy in her bundle, and she ocnxfonaed 
to the national extravaganoe of wearing shoes and stodougs 
for the whole day. confessed aftenrards that^ ‘berim 
the wastrife, it was lang <» die oould walk sae oomfintobly with 
the shoes as without them; but there was often a bit saft 
heather by the roadside, and that helped her weel on.’ 
want of the screen, which was drawn over the head like a ved, 
she supplied by a bon-grace, as she called it — a large straw 
bonnet, like those worn by the English maidens when labour- 
. ing in the fields. ‘ But I thought unco shame o’ mysell,’ die 
said, ‘ toe first time I put on a married woman’s bon-graee, and 
me a single maiden.’ 

With to^ changes she had little, as she said, to make ‘ her 
kenspeckle when she didna speak,’ but her accent and language 
drew down on her so many jests and gibes, couched in a worse 
patois by &r than her own, that she soon found it was hmr 
mterest to talk as little and as seldom as possible, ^e 
answered, therefore, civil salutations of chance passengers with 
a civil courtesy, and chose, with anxious drcumspection, sndi 
places of repose as looked at once most decent ana se^uestoed. 
She found toe common people of England, although inferior in 
courtesy to strangers, such as was then practised in hear own 
more unfrequented country, yet, upon toe whole, by no means 
deficient in toe real duties of hospitality. She readily obtrined 
food, and shelter, and protection at a very moderate rate, whioh 
sometimes toe generosity of mine host altogether dedin^ with 
a blunt apology — ‘ Thee hast a lang way afore thee, lam : and 
I’se ne’er take penny out o’ a sin^e woman’s purse; it’s the 
best ftiend thou can have on toe ro^’ 

It often happened, too, that mine hostess was struck with 
‘ toe tidy, nice Scotch body,’ and procured her an escort^ or a 
cast in a waggon, for some part of the way, or gave her useful 
advice and recommendation respecting her resting-places. 

At York our pilgrim stopped for the best pari of a day — 
partly to recruit her stre^gth,^ partly because toe had the 
good luck to obtain a lodg^ in an inn kept by a countzy- 
woman, partly to indite two letters to her father and Beulm 
Butier, an operation of some little difficultyjher habats bring 
by no means those of literary composition. That to her firito 
was in tiie following worda : — 
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*1 malce my pteseat pQjpiiiuige more heavy and bnrdmi- 
aome tluoagh ^ sad oooasKm to lefleot that it is without 
TOUT knowledge which, God knows, was &t oontiaiy to my 
heart: &r Smptore says that, “the vow of the daughter 
<^ula not be binding without the consent of the hiiwer,” 
whnein it may he 1 have been guilly to ^ this weaiie 
journey wi&out your consent. Nevertheless, it was home in 
upon my mind that I should be an instrument to help my poor 
sister in this extremity of needcessity, otherwise I wad no^ tor 
wealth or for world’s gear, or for the haill lands of Da’keito 
asul Lugton, have done the like o’ this, without jrour free will 
and knowledga O, dear frither, as ye wad desire a blessing 
on my journey, and upon your household, speak a word or 
write a nne of comfort to yon poor prisoner. If she has sinned, 
has sorrowed and sutterecT, and ye ken better than me that 
we maun foigie othe^ as we pray to be forgien. Dear totber, 
forgive my saying this muckle, for it doth not become a young 
heM to instruct grey hairs ; but I am sae tor frae ve, tbat my 
heart yearns to ye a’, and fain wad I hear that ye had forgien 
her trespass, ana sae I nae doubt say mair than may become 
me. The folks here are civil, and, like the barbarians unto the 
holy apostle, hae shown me much kindness ; and there are a 
8<nt of chosen people in the land, for they hae some kirks with- 
out organs that are like ours, and are called meeting-houses, 
vdiere the minister preaches without a gown. But most of 
the countoy are i^lati^ whilk is awfu’ to think ; and I saw 
twa men that wwe ministers following hunds, as banld as 
Boslin or Dridem the young Laird of Loop-the-Dike, or ony 
wild gaUant in Lothiim. A sorrowfu’ sight to behold! 0 , 
dear u^er, may a blessing be with your down-ljdng and up- 
rising, and remember in your prayms your affectionate daugh- 
t» to command, Jbak Dsaifrs." 

A postscript bore — ‘I learned from a decent wom^ a 

K *^b widow,^ that the^ hae a cure for the muir-ill in 
ber^d, wlulk is ane pint, as they oa’t, of 30!! — whilk is a 
dribble in comparison of our gawsie Soots pint, and hardly a 
mutchkin — bou’d wi’ sope and hartshorn drws, and toomed 
donn the feature’s thrmt wi’ ane whom. Ye might ^ it 
on the bauspn-tooed year-auld quey ; an it does nae ^de, it can 
do nae ill She was a kind woman, and seemed weely about 
homed beasts. When I reach Lumum, I intend to gang to 



THE BEAST OF MmUOTBIAN 


m 


mt OOD^ Ifistaress Glass, Gm tcAMoocndid^ at the s^fa o’ the 
IMstle, idia is sooeevil as to send yon down you splraohaa^fa’ 
anes a-year; and as she most be 'weel kmd in ysmnon, 1 
doabt not easily to find ont where she lives.’ 

Bong sednoed into betraying onr heroine’s oonfidenoe Gins 
fer, we will stretch our oommuxiioation a step beyond, and un- 
part to the reader her letter to her lover. 


*Mb. Reubbn BuTijp, 

‘Hoping this will you better, this comes to i^y,that 
I have reachea this great town safe, and am not wearied witib 
walking, but the better for it And I have seen mwy thin^ 
which 1 trust to tell you one day, also the muckle kirk of this 
place ; and aU around the city are mil^ whilk havena mudde 
wheels nor mill-dams, but gan^ by the wind — strange to behold. 
Ane miller asked me to gang in and see it work, but I wad not, 
for I am not come to the south to make acquaintance with 
strangers. I keej) the straight road, and just b^ if ony body 
speal^ to me ceevilly, and answers naebody with the tong but 
women of mine ain sect. I wish, Mr. Butler, I kend ony thing 
that wad mak ye weel, for they hae mair medicines in tms town 
of York than wad cure a’ Scotland, and surely some of them 
wad be gude for your complaints. If ye had a Idn^y mo^erly 
body to nurse ye, and no to let ye waste your^ll wi' readixm — 
whilk ye read mair than eneugh with the bairns in the schule 
— and to gie ye warm milk in the morning, I wad be mair easy 
for ye. Dear Mr. Butler, keep a good heart, for we are in the 
hands of Ane that kens better what is gude for us then we ken 
what is for oursells. I hae nae doubt to do that for whidb I 


am come : I canna doubt it — I winna think to doubt it; be- 
cause, if I haena full assurance, how shall I bear myself with 
earnest entreaties in the great folks’ ^sence ? But to km 
"that ane’s purpose is right, and to make their heart siaxm^, is 
the way to get through the warst day’s darg. The bairns’ 
rime says, the warst bl^t of the borrowing days ^ couldna kill 
the thr^ silly poor hog-laml^. And if it m Gm’s {deasure, 
that are sindered in sorrow may meet again in ioy, even on ihk 
hither side of Jordan. I dinna bid ye mind what I said at our 


partin’ anent my poor father and that misfortunate lassie, &r 
1 ken you will do sae for the sake of Christian charity, whaBc 
is mair than the entreaties of her that is your servant to 
command, Jeahis 


* See Note 25. 
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letter idso bad a mtoript 'Dew Beabe^ ff yetfaiok 
iii^ it mtd bM b^en rigbtlbr me to have aaid mair aad Idoder 
'ihiags to m ioet think that 1 hae mitten sae, ainoe 1 am eon 
that I mm a'^that is kind aad i^t to ye and ye. Ye will 
think 1 am tamed waster, for 1 wear dean hose and dtoon 
every day: hut it’s the foshion here for decent bodies, and 
ilka land has its ain lanoh. Ower and aboon a’, if laug' ' 
days were e’er to come back again till us, ye wad laugh wed 
to see my round &oe at the for end of a strae bon-gm^ that 
looks as muokle and round as the midddl aisle in laberton 
kirk. But it sheds the sun weel aff, and keeps unoeevil folk 
fine staring as if ane were a worriecow. I sail tell ye by writ 
how I come on wi’ the Duke of Argyle, when 1 won up to 
Lunnon. Direct a line, to say how ye are, to me, to the d^m 
ci Mrs. Margaret Glass, tobacconist, at the sign of the Thist^ 
Lunnon, whuk, if it assures me of your health, will make my 
mind sae muckle easier. Excuse btul spelling and writing, as 
I have ane ill pm.' 

The ortho^phy of these epistles may seem to the southron 
to require a better apology than the letter expressm, thon{^ a 
bod pen was the excuse of a certain Galwegian laird for bad 
spdling ; but, on behalf of the heroine, I would have them to 
bow mat, thanks to the care of Butler, Jeanie Deans wrote 
ami spelled times better than half the women of rank in 
Scotlemdat that period, whose stnmge orthc^raphy and singulw 
diction form the strongest contrast to the good sense which their 
correspondence usua% intimates. 

For the rest, in tlm tenor of these epistles, Jeanie es^ressed, 
perhaps, more hopes, a firmer coiunge, and better spirits than 
she adually fdt. But this was with the amiable idea of reliev- 
iim hw foriier and lover firom apprehensions on her account, 
wmdh she was sensible must greatly add to their other troubles 
'If ^ey think me weel, and like to do weel,’ arid the poor 
pilgrim to herself ‘ my fother will be kinder to Effie, and Butler 
wiUbe bub to himself For I ken wed that they will think 
mair 0 ’ nm than I do 0 ’ mysell’ 

Accordingly, she sealed her lettms carefully, put them 
into the port-office with her own hand, after many inqi^es oon- 
Cfflming ^ time in which diey were likdy to reach Edinburgh. 
When this duty was pmfoimra, she teawy accepted her land- 
lady’s piewing invitation to dine with her, and remain till the 
next morning. The hostess, as we have said, was her country- 
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oovuwuitewte, mi, to tb« oxteot ^ pm^r, «H^«M!b 
odiw, altiuMuli it is often olgeoM tP oe of O l^wSoiMid 
amvmm ef sentmaoit «mm» cs tbe oom^sm, f^marnttm * 
most JnotiSiMo and hononwide fad i p g of potyMti*iiii owdkipid 
vith » oonviotuHi, i^kh, if uBdessrreS, wonld Icwg ai«M I»kv« 
been oonfuted by eiqperienoe, that ibe babits and pHiwi^leti of 
the nation am a s^ of gsaiantw for tiie ohaiaoiw of the 
individnaL At any rate, ^ the ententiye inflnenoe of tine 
national paitiam^ bn omaideied as an additicnud ti«^ binding 
nu« to man* ana flaBing fortii the good offioes (d soeh as oan 
lender tbrnn to the oonntiymao who ht^pms to need thoaft.^ne 
think it moat be fonad to ezoe^ as an active sad effitimt 
motive to generosi^, that more impartial and wider piuoi^ 
of genmal D«ieT<denoa^ which we have sometinuM aeen pleaded 
as an eaause fiw assisting no in^vidoal whatever, 

Idra. BiefoitoiL lady of the aseendant d the Seven Stani» in 
the Gastie Gate, xorh, wasdee^yinfoded wi^thenafortonate 
p^Hdieea of hmr country. Indeed, she dii^y^ so mncih 
kiinhaeas to Jeanie Beans (beoaase we becselft being a Mene 
wonuou ‘mairobad’ with Mioktinan, k whkh Jeankwaa beiaX 
showed snoh motbwly regard to h^ and sneh aaxielgr for her 
forthmr progress, that Jeanie thought herself safe, tboni^ 1^ 
temper sofiusiently cautions, in oommuzncating her wkde story 
to bn. 

Ifon Bfokeiton mised her bands and ^es at the letital, ai^ 
exhibited much wonder and ^ty. tite also gave some 
effectual good advice. 

She lequfod to know the strength of Jeaaie's purse, lednced 
Igr her deposit at laberttm and the neoeasary expense of her 
journey to about fifteen pounda ‘ This,’ the saiA ' would do 
very wti], providing she could carry it a’ safe to LonAm,’ 

‘ S«de 1 ’ answered Jeank ‘I’se wamntmy ouzying itsafo 
bating the needful expenses.’ 

‘Ay, hut highwaymen, lassie,’ said Mia Kekertem ; ‘fin y« 
are cmne mto a more dviliaed, that k to say, a mne rogu^ 
country than the north, and how ye are to get fanned 1 ao not 
ptofosB toknow. If ye oould wait hne eight d^ oar mapmt 
would go and I would reocanmend yw to Jm BmadMaeel, 
whowouldsee you safe to the Swan aad^oKeeka AaddiMm 
sneeee at Joe, if he shoold he for diaw^ m wi’ yeu^’^oon^ 
tinued lira BfokertoiL her aoquired Eng^iab gnngliM her 
•natumal or original dialeot; ‘he’s a handy lHigr,aiMra 
roavn— 19 
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fed no lad bettw o’ cm load; and ^ 

Uttke good bosbands enough, wHneae my poor man, Moses 
K^sertoo, as is i’ the kukyara.’ 

Jeanie hastened to saytitat abe oould ^ postdbly wait for 
the setting forth ^ Joe Broadwheel ; bmng mtemaUy no 
means gratified with the idea of becoming the object ot his 
i^tenticm duriiu the journo. 

^ * Aw^ l^"^wered the good landlady, ‘ thp thou must 
^ckle in tiune ain poke-nook, and buckle iny girdle thine ain 
jmte. But take my advioe, and hide thy gold in tiiy stays, and 
km a piece or two and some silver, in case thou be’st ^ke 
withal ; for there ’s as wud lads haunt within a day’s walk mm 
henoe as on the Braes of Doune in Perthshire. And, lass, thou 
maunna gang staring through Lunnon, asking wha kens Mrs. 
Olaas at me sign o’ me Thistle ; many, they would laugh thee 
to soom. ^ But gang thou to this honest man,’ and she put a 
direoti(m into Jeanies hand, ‘ he kens maistpart of the i^nsible 
^ttish folk in the <nty, and he will find out your friend for thee.’ 

Jeanie took the litue introducto^ letter with sincere thanks ; 
bttt^ something idaimed on the subject of the highway robbers, 
har mind reomred to what Batcliffe had mentioned to her, and 
briefly rating the circumstances which placed a document so 
extraordinary in her hands, she put the paper he had given her 
into the hand of Mrs. ffiokerton. 

The Ladv of the Seven Stars did not^ indeed, ring a bell, 
because such was not the foshion of the time, but she whistled 
on a silver-oall, which was hung by her side, and a tight serving- 
maiden entered the room. 

* Tdl IHok Ostler to come her^’ said Mrs. Bickerton. 

Dick Ostlor aoooidins^^ made his appearance — a queer, know- 
ing, shambling auimitl, with a hatdiet-moe, a squint, a game arm, 
and a limp. 

*l)iok Ostler,’ said Mrs. Bickerton, in a tone of authority 
that showed she was, at least by adoption, Yorkshire too, 
‘tiion knowest most peojde and most things o’ the road.’ 

eye, God help me, mistuess,’ said Blok, shruggii^ his 
riioumm betwixt a repentant and a knowing expressiem — 
‘eye! I ha’ brow’d a thing or twa i’ ma day, mistress.’ He 
looked sharp and laughed, lodmd g»ve and mghed, as one 
who was prepared to- turn the matter either way. 

‘ Ee^ thou this wee bit paper amang the rest, man t ’ said 
Mrs. K^rton, handing him t^ protection which Baidiffe had 
ipvm Jeanie Beans. 


THE HEABT OP MIDLOmiAN m 

Whm Biek looked at the paper, he winked with <mid 
eye, extended his grotesque mouth from ear to ear, like a 
navigable canal, somtohed his head powerfully, and th^ smd, 
^Een ! ^ Ay, maybe we ken summat^ an it werena for harm to 
him, misti^/ 

^None in the world,’ said Mrs. Biokerton; ^only a dram of 
Hollands to thyself, m^ an thou will’t spec^’ 

‘Why, then,^ said Dick, giving the head-band of his breeches 
a knowmg hoist with one hand, and kicking out one foot behind 
him to accommodate the adjustoent of that important hab^- 
ment, ‘ I dares to say the pass will be kend weel eneugh on the 
road, an that be all.’ 

‘But what sort of a lad was he 1 ’ said Mrs. Biokerton, wink- 
ing to Jeanie, as proud of her knowing hostler. 

‘Why, w]^t ken I? Jim the Batl why he was cock o’ the 
North within this twelmonth, he and Scotch Wilso]^ Handie 
Dandie, as they called him. ISut he ’s been out o’ this country 
a while, as I rackon ; but ony gentleman as keeps the road o’ 
this side Stamford vdll respect tlim’s pass.’ 

Without asking &rther ouestions, the landlady filled Dick 
Ostler a bumper of HoUanas. He ducked with his head and 
shoulders, scraped with his more advanced hoo^ bolt^ the 
alcohol, to use the learned phrase, and withdrew to his own 
domains. 

‘I would advise thee, Jeanie,’ said Mrs. Bickerton, ‘an thou 
meetest with ugly customers o’ the road, to show them this bit 
paper, for it wiU serve thee, assure thyself’ 

A neat little sup^r concluded the evening, ^e exported 
Scotswoman, Mrs. Bickerton by name, eat heartily of one or 
two seasoned dishes, drank some sound old ale, and a glass of 
^iff negus, while she gave Jeanie a history of her gout, admir- 
ing how it was possible that she, whose fathers and mothers 
for many generations had been &rmers in Lammermuir, could 
have come by a disorder so totally unknown to them. Jeanie 
did not choose to offend her friendly landlady by speaking her 
mind on the probable origin of this complaint ; but she thoi^ht 
on ike flesh-pots of Eg^rt, and, in spite of all entreaties to 
better hre, made her evening meal upon vegetables, with a 
glass of &ir water. 

Mrs. Bickerton assured her that the acceptance of any 
reckoning was entirely out of the question, fur^hed her with 
credenti^ to her correspondent in London, and to seveml inns 
ujKm the road where she had some influence or mtexeet, xe- 
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maied her tbe pteoMiienB she shodd adopt £pr oooow&tt 
her laoaeF, end, w ^ to dcpaii eady m the woeoaigv todc 
leave of wry afieetaonatdy. tahing her word that she woald 
vint hw OD her r^nni to Soowand, and tell W how she had 
managed, and that aummtm bonum fat a gossip, *a£i how Mtd 
about it’ 1!hw Jeaoie Mttdhllr piwnised. 



CHAPTER XXIX 

Aad and Mieery, Vice and Danger, Mnd, 
tn Bad aliiatiee, each degraded mind. 

A S out traveller set out early On the ensuing morning to 
prosecute her journey, and was in the act of leaving 
Jl jL* the inn-yard, Dick Ostier, who either had risen early 
or neglected to ko to bed either circumstance being equally in- 
cident to his calling, hallooed out after her — * The ton of the 
momi^ to you, Mog^e 1 Have a care o’ Qunnerby Hm, youi^ 
one. Kobin Hood ’^ead and gwone, but i^ere be takers yet in 
the vale of Beeyer.’ Jeanie looked at him as if to request a 
fuller explanation, but^ mih, a leer, a shuffle, and a shrug, in- 
imitable ^unless by Emery)^ Dick turned a^in to the raw-]^ed 
steed which be was currying, and sung as he mnployed the comb 
and brush — 


*Bobiii Hood w«i * ymuoi good, 

And his bow wm of traity yew ; 

And if Robin sold stand on the king^s lea-land. 

Pray, why should not we say so ^ I* 

Jeanie pursued h&t journey without &rther inquiry, for there 
was nothing in Dick’s manner that inclined her to prolong their 
oonforence. A painful day’s journey brought her to Ferry- 
bridge, the best inn, then and since, upon the great northern 
road ; and an introduction from Mrs. DiokertHm. added to her 
own simple and ^iet manners, so propitiated the landlady of 
the Swan in her mvour that Ihe good dame procured her the 
convenient accommodation of a pilHcm and post-horse then le- 
tumiim to Tuxfor^ so that she accomplish^ upon the second 
day a^ leaving York, the longest joumev ihenad yet made. 
She was a good deal fotigued by a mode of travdOing to wfaieh 
she was less accustomed than to walking, and it was oonsidar^ 
ably later than usual on the ensuing morning that she ^ 
able to resume her pilgrimage. At noon the hundred* 
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mped Ti^ and the Uad^eiied ruins of Newark Casiila, de- 
molished in the great Civil War, lay brfore her. It may easily 
be sumosed that Jeanie had no curiosity to make antiquarian 
researones, but^ entering the towm went straight to the inn to 
which dbe had been directed at fWrybridga While she pro- 
cured some refreshment, she observed Ihe girl who brought it 
to her looked at her several times with fixed and peculiar 
interest^ and at last^ to her infinite surprise, inquired if her 
name was not Deans, and if she was not a Scotchwonum, going 
to^ London upon justice business. Jeanie, with all her sim- 
plicity of chmraoter, had some of the caution of her country, 
and, according to Scottish universal custom, she answered the 
question by another, requesting the girl would tell her why 
she asked these queibions. 

The Maritomes of the Saracen's Head, Newark, replied, ‘Two 
women had passed that morning who had made inquiries after 
one Jeanie Deans, travelling to London on such an errand, and 
could scarce be persuaded that she had not ^sed on.’ 

Much surprised, and somewhat alarmed, for what is in- 
explicable is usually alarming, Jeanie questioned the wench 
about the particular appearance of these two women, but could 
only learn that the one was aged and the other young ; that 
the latter was the taller, and that the former spoke most^ and 
seemed to mcwtain an autoority over her companion, and that 
both spoke with the Scottish a>(^nt. 

This conveyed no information w^tever, and with an in- 
describable presentiment of evil desimed towards her, Jeanie 
adopted the resolution of taking post-horees for the next stage. 
In tins, however, she could not be ^tified ; some accidental 
circumstcmces h^ occasioned what is called a run upon the 
road, and the landlord could not accommodate her with a g^uide 
and horses. After waiting some time, in hopes that a pair of 
horses that had ^ne soumward would return in time lor her 
use, she at length, feeling ashamed of her own pusillanimity, 
resolved to prosecute her journey in her usual manner. 

‘It was all plain tomJ she was assured, ‘except a high 
mountain, callM Gunnerby Hill, about three miles from 
Grantham, which was her st^e for the night.’ 

‘I’m glad to hear there ’s a hill,’ said Jeanie, ‘ for baitb my 
sight and my very feet are weary o’ sic tracts o’ level ground : 
it looks a’ the way between this md York as if a’ the l^d had 
been trenched and levelled, whilk is very wearisome to my 
Scotch een. When I lost tight of a muckle blue hill they 
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m* -Jbudelxno’t 1 tliought 1 hadna a leH; in ilos' ttnago 
lani^ -» 

‘Ab fi>r the matter of that, young woman,' said mine host, 
‘an yon be so foml o' hill, I caiena an thon oonldst oany 
Ghumetby aww with thee in thy lap, for it 's a murder to post- 
htnses. Bat here 's to thy journey, and mayst thon win wall 
through it, for thou is a bud and a canny lass.’ 

So saying, he took a powerful pull at a solemn tankard of 
home-brewM al& 

‘I hope there is nae bad company on the road, sirt’ said 
Jennie. 

‘Why, when it 's clean without them 1 11 thatch Groby ^1 
wi’ pancwes. But thmre arma sae monv now ; and since wey 
hae lost Jim the Rat, they hold together no better than the 
men of Marsham when they lost their common. Take a drop 
ere thou goest^’ he conclud^ offering her the tankard ; ' thou 
wilt get naething at night save Granwam gruel, nine grots and 
a g^on of water.’ 

Jeanie courteously declined the tankard, and inquired what 
was her ‘lawing.’ 

‘Thy lawing! Heaven help thee, wench! what oa’st thou 
that?’ 

‘It is — I was wanting to ken what was to pay,’ replied 
Jeanie. 

‘Pay! Lord help thee! why, nonghl woman; we hae 
drawn no liquor but a gill o’ beer, and the Saracen’s Head can 
spare a mournful o’ meat to a stra^er like o’ thee, that cannot 
i^ieak Christian language. So here e to thee once more. “The 
same again, quoth Mark of BeUgrave,” ’ and he took another 
profound pull at the tankard. 

The travellers who have visited Newark more lately will 
not foil to remember the remarkably civil wd gentlemanly 
numners of the person who now keeps the prinoipu inn there, 
and may find some amusement in contrast^ thmn with tlmse 
of his more rough predecessor. But we beUeve it will be found 
that the polii^ has worn off none of the real worth of the 
metal 

Taking leave of her Lincolnshire Gains, Jeanie resumed her 
solitary walk, and was somewhat alarmed when evening and 
twilight overtook her in the open ground which extends to Gm 
foot of Gunnerby Hill, and is mtersedied with patches of eopoa 
and with swampy spots. The extensive commons m the nom 
road, m(»t of wlmfo are now indosed, and in general a rebmd 
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••nit of fidio^, oa^oMd tile iHMdIer to a h^^nraj vikerf 

• degrae wfa^ is now onkoown, ezo^t in the immedtoto 
eiotoitg^oftbetnetomdia Aiwoe 6t ttaa einwimUsnee, Jeanie 
aieadea htn paee ehen rite heasd Ihe tmnpliiig of a hone 
hdrindt and inetitKlriTrif dttor to one ride ni the Mad, as if to 
aUow as tottah Mdia fyt the rider to m might be possiUe. 
When tiie anitnri eaine np, she fottod tiiat it me heani^ two 
sromea, ^ one plaoed on a ride-eaddle, the otoer on a pi}fi(»i 
hriiind hm, as may still occasionally be seen in Bngbnd. 

* A btaar ende night to ye^ Jeaiw Deims,' said the foremost 
female^ as the horse passed our heroine. ‘What think ye o’ 
yon hetm^ Idll yonder, lifring its brow to the moon t Tiw ye 
ym ’s the gate to Heaivmi, ^t yo are see &in oft Maybe we 
irdl win these the ni^t yet^ sm ns^ though our minnie 
htto 's tariier dmirii in the opgaag/ 

Ihe sperimr kept changing her seat in the saddle, and half- 
Stc^>pisg the htose, as she mught her body ronnA while the 
woman that sate behind her on the pillion seemed to urge her 
on, in words whidh Jesnie heard hat impeifoetly. 

‘Hand your toiigae, ye moon-raised b— 1 what is your 
borinSss With ——y {jt with Heaven or Hell eithfflr t ’ 

‘Troth, mither, no muokle wi’ Heaven, 1 doubt; considering 
wfaalotu^ahintme; and as for Hdl, it wSlfig^t its ain battle 
at its sin time, I’se be bound. Gome, nagde, trot awa’, man, 
an as then wort a Inoomstiok, for a witch thee — 

With my cnrtcli on mj foot, and my alioe on mytond, 

I gltnoe lOce tiie wildnn tiuongb bnrgh and ihMUgli huid.* 

The tnitim of the horse, and the incioasing distan^ drowned 
the rest of nm: song, but Jeanie heard for some time the in- 
arttoolato soonds r^ along the waste. 

Oar prigrim tomaoned stopfied with unAi&ned apjHebenrions. 
bsiag named by her name in so wUd a mannw, and in a 
Btnaige oountty, withmit farther eomliiaation or omnmoidi^. 
by a petsim who thus staangriy flitoed forward end (jBsa^peared 
h^Me hsi; oame near to rii* sapetoatmal soonds in Cemta: 

TIh aiiT toagnai, which ayllahls man’s aamss ■ 

On Sanaa md shores, and desert wQdemesses. 

And sllhoiq^ widMy different in foatsrss, dwxtttment^ atid rank 
fiom the Lady of that etuhantaag masq^ the ctmtanoation ^ 
rile passage may ha happily applm to dearie Seans npon this 
aiagnlaralam: 
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fiMM iNll, Imt iiol 

Tfat Ftrtomit tliftt ever velke ettettdied 
By a strong siding champion — Consdenos* 

tn act, it was, with the teooQeelaon of tiie affeM^ouifte and 
dntifttl errand on which she was mga^fed, her tight, if each a 
word could bespplioable, to expect protection in a ii^ so meii- 
toriona She had not advanced much &rthei^ wi& a mind 
otdmed by these tedeotions, when she was disturbed by a new 
and more inataitt subject of terror. Two mm, who bad been 
lurking among some copse, started up as die advanced, and 
met her on the road in a menacing manner. ‘ Stand and de- 
liver,’ said one of thmn, a short stout fellow, in a «nook-frook, 
such as ate worn by waggoners. 

‘The woman,’ said we other, a tall thin figure, 'does not 
understand the words of action. Your money, my {oeoious, or 
your life ! ’ 

‘ I have but very little money, gentlemen,’ said poor Jeanie, 
tmdermg that portion which she had separated firom her prin- 
cipal stock, and kept apart for such an emei^ncy ; ‘ but if you 
ate resolved to have it, to be sure you must have it.’ 

* This wcm’t do, my girl D — ^n me, if it shall pass ! ’ sud 
the shortor ruffian; ‘do ye think gentlemen are to hazard their 
lives on the road to be cheated in this way t We ’ll have every 
ffirthing yon have got or we will strip you to the skin, curse me.’ 

His companion, who semned to have something like com- 
passion for the horror which Jeanie’s countenance now ex- 
pressed, said, ‘No, no, Tom, this is one Of the precious (dstera, 
and we ’ll take her word, for once, without putting her to the 
stripping proof Hark ye, my lass, if you ’ll look up to heaven 
and my this is the last penny yon have about ye, why, hang 
it, we’ll let you pass.’ 

' I am not nee,' answered Jeani^ ‘to say what I have shout 
me, gentiemm, for there’s life and death depends on my jour- 
no: but if you leave me as mudi as finds me bread and water, 
I ^ he satisfied, and thank fon. and pray for you.’ 

'!D— nyonr prayers!’ said the shorter fitilow; 'that’sacoin 
that won’t pass with us ’ ; and at the same time made a motion 
to seifle her. 

' Stay, gentlemen,’ Batolifie’s pass snddmly oocnrring to 1^; 
'perhaps yon know this raper.' 

'What the devil is me after now, FrankV said the 
sav^rnflEon. ‘Doyoubokatik find— nine tfl could 
it^ ^t were fin the benefit my detgy.* 
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*Thi8 is a Jatk from 3ha Eatcliffe,’ said the tsUer, having 
looiced at the Ht pi^er. ‘Ihe wench must pass bj our 
ootter’s law.’ 

‘1 say ao,’ answerad his oompanion. ’Bat has left the lay, 
and turned bLoodhound, they say.’ 

‘ We luay need a good turn from him all the same,’ said the 
taller rnffiim again. 

i^t are we to do then ?* said the shorter man. ‘We 
promised, you know, to stxip the wench and send her begging 
bade to hw own be^;arly country, and now you are for letting 
hw go on.’ 

‘ I did n^ say tbat^’ said the other fellow, and whiepeced to 
his companion, who replied, ‘ Be alive about it then, and don’t 
keep chattering till some travellers come up to nab us.’ 

‘You must follow us off the road, young woman,’ said the 
taller. 

‘ For the love of Qod ! ’ exclaimed Jeanie, ‘ as you were bom 
of woman, dinna ask me to leave the road I rather take all 1 
have in the world.’ 

‘What the devil is the wench afraid oft’ said the other 
:^low. ‘I tell you you shall come to no harm ; but if you 
will not leave^ the rciad and come with us, d — ^n me, but I ’U 
beat your brams out where you stod’ 

‘Thou art a ro^h bear, Tom,’ said his companion. 'An ye 
touch her, 1 ’ll give ye^ a shake 1^ the collar shall make the 
Leicester beans rattle in thy guts. Never mind him, girl ; I 
will not allow him to lay a fing^ on you, if you walk quietty 
on with us ; but if you keep jaDbetiog there, a — ^n me, but I ’ll 
leave him to settle it with you.’ 

This threid conveyed aU that is terrible to the imagination 
of poor Jeuiie, who saw in him that ‘was of milder mood ’ her 
only proteotiem from the most brutal treatment. She, there- 
frre^ not only followed him, but even held him by the sleeve, 
lest he diould escape from her ; and the fellow, hardened as he 
was, seemed something touched by these marks of confrdence, 
and r^teatedly assured her that he would suffer her to receive 
no hann. 

They conducted them prisoner in a direction leading more 
and more from the public road, but she observed that they kqit 
a sort of frack or bye-patlL which relieved her from part of her 
appidiensions, which would have been gimitly increased had 
they not seemed to follow a d^rmined and asomtmned ronta 
After about half im hour’s walking, all three in profound silenoe^ 
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tii6jr approached an old bam, which atood on the edge of awe 
c^tiTatira gTouacL but remote from everything like a habit^ 
tiou. It was itsmC howevmr, tenanted, hr there was light in 
the windows. 

One of the footpads soratohed at the door, which was caponed 
by a female, and they entered with their unhappy prisoner. 
An old woman, who was preparing food by ^e assistemoe of a 
stifling fire of lighted charcoal, ashed them, in the name of tihe 
devil, what they brought the wench there for, and why they 
did not strip her and turn her abroad on the common. 

*Gom€^ come, Mother Blood,’ said the tall man, * we ’ll do 
what ’s right to oblige you, and we ’ll do no more ; we are bad 
enough, but not such as you would make us — devils in> 
camate.’ 

‘ She has got a jark from Jim Batoliffe,’ said the short fellow, 
‘and Frank here won’t hear of our putting her through the 
mill.’ 

‘No, that will I not, by G — d!’ answered Frank; ‘but if 
old Mother Blood could keep her here for a little while, or send 
her back to Scotland, without hurting her, why, I see no harm 
in that, not L’ 

‘I’ll teU you what, Frank Levitt,’ said the old woman, ‘if 

a call me Mother Blood again, I ’ll paint this gulley (and she 
a knife up as if about to make good her thr^t) in the 
best blood in your body, my bonny boy.’ 

‘ The price of ointment must be up in the north,’ said Frank, 
‘ that puts Mother Blood so much out of humour.’ 

Witnout a moment’s hesitation the fui^ darted her knife at 
him with the vengeful dexteritjr of a wild Indian. As he was 
on his guard, he avoided the missile by a sudden motion of h^ 
head, but it wlustled past his ear ana stuck deep in the clay 
wall of a partition behind. 

* Gome, come, mother,’ said the robber, seizing her hy both 
wrists, ‘ I shall teach you who ’s master ’ ; and so saying, he 
forc^ the hag backwards by main force, who strove vehemently 
until she sunk on a bunch of straw, and then letting go her 
hands, he held up hm finger towards her in the menacing posture 
by which a maniac is intimidated by his keeper. It appear^ 
to produce the desir^ effect ; for she did not attempt to rise 
from the seat on which he had pl$M>ed her, or to resume anv 
measures of actual violence, but wrung her witimred hands wiuu 
impotent rage, and brajred and howled like a demoniac. 

‘I will keep my promise with you, you old devil,’ said Franki 
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*<lie wradi dufl aot go fitnraid ott ffae London rood, Imt I wOl 
not boro von too^ » bair of her head, if it ivera bat for yoor 
ixuKdei^^ 

This mtunat^ seemed to compose in some d^roe the 
tdiement pasncm of tiie dd hag; and while her exclamations 
and howls Bank into a low, maundering, growling tone of voices 
another gsrson^ was added to this sm^dar party. 

‘ IL, nadk £imtt,* said this new-comer, who entered with 
a hoji^ stro, and jomp, which at once oonTejed hw from the 
door uito me cen^ or the party, ‘were ro Injling oar mother t 
ot ynM ye catting the grtmter’s weasana that Tam broaj^t in 
this morning T or Iwve ye been reading yonr prayers backward, 
to bring tip my anld acquaintance the deil amang ye 1 ’ 

The tone of the speaker was so particular that Jeanie im- 
mediate^ recognized the woman who had rode foremost of the 
pair rdiimi passed her just before she met the robbers ; a cir- 
cumstance which grrauv increased her terror, as it served to 
show that the mismiief designed against her was premeditated, 
thou^ whoim or for wlmt cause, she was to^y at a loss 
to ooiqectara From the style of her conversation, the reider 
also may probably acknowledge in tins female an old acquaint- 
ance in ihe ecfflier p^ of oar rumntive. 

‘Oa^ ro mad devil I ' said Tom, whom she had disturbed in 
the middle of a draught of some liquor inth which he had found 
means of accommodating himself ; ‘betwixt your Bess of Bedlam 
pranks and your dam’s frenzies a man might live quieter in 
Ihe devil’s den than here.’ And he again resumed the broken 
jug out of which he had been drinking. 

'And what ’s this o’tt ' said the madwoman, dancmg up to 
Jeanie Beans, who^ although in great tmror, yet watched the 
scene with a resdution to let nothing pass unnoticed which 
might he swvioeable in assist^ her to escape, or informing her 
as to the true nature of her situation, and the dangw attmiding 
it. ‘What ’a this o’tt’agira exclaimed MacfoeWilonre. ‘Douce 
IterVie Beana^ the auld Whig body’s (mughter in a gipsy’s 
barn, ami the i^ht setting in ; this is a si^t for sair een ! 
^ drs, the foUing off o’ the godly 1 And the t’other sister ’s 
inthetmboothatEdinboigh! I am very sorty for her, for my 
share ; it ’s my mother wusses SI to her, and no me, thougn 
maybe I hae as mockle cause.’ 

‘ Hsik ye, lladge,’ said the taller ruffian, ‘you have not such 
a toudk of the de^’s Hood as the hag your mother, who may 
be lus dam for what I know; take this young wmnan to your 
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kennel, and do not lefc ^ d«?ii wHtx, ha aboold in 
God’s naine.* 

*Oit ay, that I viO, Fmnki' Mid Madgo^ taking hold oC 
Jea^ by1iiManB,aadpQUu« bwidong; *Mit’soofordeo^ 
Cfaiistiaa yonng leddies, like her and moj to be keeping the lite 
o’yonand'^buinTamoompeoyattlustu&eo'inght WMptde 
e’en t’ye^ siis, and nioay o^thmj and may ya a’ deep till the 
hananan vanken ye, and then it 'will be wew tex the eomitiiy.’ 

^ then, as her wild &ney seemed saddeoly to prompt her, 
walked detmordr towards her mother, who, seated by the dtar- 
ooal with the r^eotion of the rM light on her irithered 
and distorted fiaatorea, marked by every evil passion, seemed 
the very pieture of Hecate at her infernal rites ; and snddenly 
drwpum on her knees, said, with tim manner of a six years old 
ohild, ‘Mammie, hear me say my prayers before I go to bed, 
and say God bless my bonny face, as to used to do umg stos,’ 

‘ The deil flay the hide o’ it to sole his brog^ wi’ I ’ said the 
old lady, aiming a buffet at the supplieant in answer to her 
duteous request 

The blow missed Madge, who, being proboUy acquainted by 
experienoe with the mode in which her mother was wont to 
confer her maternal benedictions, slipt out of arm’s lengtii wito 
grwt dexterity and quickness. The hag thmi storted up^ and, 
seizing a pair of old flre-toi^ would have mnended her motion 
by beating out the brains either of her daughter or Jemue, she 
did not seem greatly to care which, when her band was once 
more arrested by the man whom tluqr called Frank Levitt, aho, 
seizing her by the shoulder, flung her firom bjm with great 
vidmioe, «x(daiming, ‘ What, Mot^ Lanmable, again, and in 
my sovertign piesmioe t Hark ye, Madgeof Bemam, getto your 
hole with your playfellow, or we shall have tiie devil to payhere^ 
and Both^ to my him with.’ 

Madge took Levitt’s advice, retieating as &8t as she eoidd, 
and drawing Jesnie along with her, into a sort of reeess, parti- 
tioned oS worn the rest of the bam. and filled with straw, firmn 
whidi it aroeared that it waa intended figar the purpm of 
slumber. The moonligbt shone thsou|di Mi open hole s^on a 

£ », a paok-saddle, and one m two waUete, the travtiOing 
tore of Madge and her amiaMe motimn saw ye 

e’er in your liia’ sud Madge, ‘mo dainty a sbeunber ef deas t 
See as the moon shines down sae sailer on the fresh atoa l 


Ihere’s no a pleasant^ cell in BecUam, fi>r as Inaw a plane ae l| 
ii <ni the outside. Weto ye «tar is Bedlam f* 
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‘N(\’«»warod Jmm ^^Mlled bf ibe qaastum ai^ 
ibe mjr in whidt it pni^ yet willina to ^tbe her insane 
oompaniffli ; being in citcamstanoes so anneq^pily precarious tiiat 
er«i the sooiefy a! ibis gibbering madwoman seemed a impedes 
of proteoticm. 

* Never in Bedlam I ’ sud liadge, as if with scnne sorptise. 
‘Bat ye’ll hoe been in the cells at Edinborght’ 

‘Never,’ r^eated Jeanie. 

‘ Weel, I think thae daft carles the magistrates send naebody 
to Bedhum but me ; tbey maun hae an unco respect for me, for 
whenevOT 1 am brought to them they a^e hae me back to 
Bedlam. Bat troth, Jeanie (she smd this m a ve^ confidential 
toneX ^ ^ 7^ ^7 private mind about it I think ye are at 
nae grmt loss ; for the keeper ’s a cross patdi, and he maun hae 
it a’ nis ain gate, to be sure, or he makes the place waur than 
hell. I often tell him he ’s the deftest in a’ the house. But 
what are they making sic a skirling for 1 Deil ane o’ them ’s get 
in here ; it wadna be mensefu’ I I will sit wi’ my back again 
the door; it winna be that easy stirring me.’ 

‘ Madge 1 ’ — ‘ Madge !,’ — ‘ Madge W ildfire ! ’ — ‘ Madge devil ! 
what have jb done with the horse t ’ was repeatedly awed by 
the men without 

‘ He ’s e’en at his supper, puir thing,’ answered Madge ; ‘ deil 
an ye were at yours too. an it were scauding brimstane, and 
then we wad hae less o' your din.’ 

‘ His sapper I ’ answered the more sulky ruffian. ‘ What d’ ye 
mean by ^tt Tell me where he is, or I will knock your 
Bedlam brains out I’ 

' He ’s in Qaffw Gabblewood’s wheat-close, an ye maun ken.’ 

‘ His wheat-<fio8^ you erased jilt ! ’ answered the other, with 
an accent of great indignation. 

‘0, dear iVhtrn Tam, man, what ill will the blades of tiie 
yaam wheat do to the pair nsig f ’ 

‘ That is not ibe question,’ said the oiber robber ; ‘ but what 
the country will say to ns to-morrow when they see him in such 
quarters. Go, Tom, and bring him in; and avoid the soft 
ground, my laa ; leave no hoo^track behind you.’ 

‘ I tiiink TOu dve me idways the fiig of it^ whatever is to be 
done,’ iprumhled nis companion. 

‘ “ Leap, Laurence, you ’re long enough,” ’ said the other ; and 
the fidkw left the bam acoormngly, without forther remon- 

StZfftllOda 

In the meanwhile, Madge had arranged herself for repose 
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tbe straw; bat stiU in a half-dtting posbus^ with h«r back 
resting agai^ Ike door of the hoTel, wfaioh. as it (mated in* 
wards, was in tins manner kept shat b7 wei^t ci h«r 
person. 

‘ There’s mair shifts bye stealing, Jeanie,’ said Bbulge Wildfire ; 

' though whiles I <»n hardly mt oar mother to think see. Wha 
wad hae thought bat mysiw of making a bolt of my ain baok- 
bane t But it 's no sae strong as thae that I bM seen in the 
tolbooth at EdinburgL The hammermen of Edinburgh are to 
my mind afore the worid for making stanchions, nng-bolts, 
fotter-bolts, bars, and locks. And uiey arena ^t bad at 
girdles for oarcakes neither, though the Gu’ross hammermen 
have the gree for that My mother had anoe a bonny Cn’ross 
girdle, and I thought to have baked oarcakes on it for my pair 
wean that ’s dead and gane nae &ir way ; but we maun a’ dee, 
ye ken, Jeanie. You CiEuneTonian bodies ken that brawly ; an<l 
ye ’re for making a hell apon earth that ye may be less unwillin’ 
to part wi’ it But as touching Bedlam, that ye were speaking 
abont, I’se ne’er recommend it muokle the tae gate or the tothw, 
be it right, be it wrung. But ye ken what the suig aam 1 ’ 
And, pursuing the unconnected and floating wanderings of hw 
xnin^ she sung aloud — 

* In the honny cells of Bedlam, 

Ere I was ane-and-twenty, 

I had hempen bracelets strong, 

And meny whips, ding-dong. 

And prayer and faa^g plenty. 

Weel, Jeanie, I am something herse the night, and I oanna sing 
muolJe mair ; and troth, 1 think I am gaun to sle^.’ 

She drooped her head on her breast, a posture from which 
Jeanie, who would have given the world for an o^rtunity of 
quiet to consider Ihe means and the probabilil^ of her esca^ 
was very careful not to disturb her. After nodding, however, for 
a minute or two, with her eyes half dosed, the unquiet tmd rest- 
less spirit of her malady again assailed Madge. She raised hp 
head and spoke^ but with a lowered ton& which was apin 
gradually overcome by drowsiness, to which the fotigue ofauy’s 
joumqr on horseback had probably given unwonted occasion — 
‘ 1 dinna kmi what makes me sae sl^y ; I amaist never de^ 
till my bonny Lady Moon gangs till W bed, mair by token 
when she’s at the full, ye ken, rowing alxxm ns ironder in her 
grand silver coocL 1 nave dtmoed to her my lane scnaetimM 



m mn mAST m iam/miun 

i» fery jw, aad 4ead otme and d«i»ed «i’ me^ 

ii»Uk 0 o' Jook P<Bteoa8, or <mj: body I bad iBBod iHmd I mm 
Uyiag ; fiv ya WHin beo I «aa anoa dead myaalL’ Beta the 
poor maaiao sung in a lov and wild tone — 

tam* Me buried in ym Udcjratd 
Bfte far ayoot l^e iea, 

A&d it if bit wf blitiiefoiaf ghakt 
That *• iqpMMiig no* to tiiit. 

Baje after a’, Jeanie, iny woman, naabedy kena weel wha’s 
Uinng and wna’a dead, — or wha’s gane to Fair 3 dand. tiiere’s 
aiKW^ qiMBtion. Whiles I think my pair Uum's dead ; ye 
ken vety weel it ’s boried, bat that signifieB naethmg. I haye 
h^ it ea my knee a hondred times, and a handred till that, 
elnoe it was bnried ; and how oonld that be were it dead, ye 
ken t It ’s merely in^KMsible.’ And here, some c<mvietioB half- 
OTmomamg the reyenes of her imagination, she bunt into a fit 
of <»ying and egacolation, ‘Wae’s me 1 waa’s me I wae’s me I' 
till at Iwgth she moaned and sobbed henelf into a deep sle^ 
which was soon intimated 1^ her biaathing hard, leaving Jeame 
to her mss malaoehobr nfiewons and obseryatioiuL 





CHAPTER XXX 

Bind her quickly ; or, by this steel, 

1 ’ll tell, although 1 trass for oompany. 

Flbtohib. 

T ie imperfect light which shone into the window enaUed 
Jeanie to see that there was scarcely any chance of 
miJdng her escape in that direction ; for the ap^nre 
was high in the wall, and so narrow that, could she have climbed 
up to it, she might well doubt whether it would have permitted 
her to pass her oody through it. An unsuccessful attempt to 
escape would be sure to dmw down worse treatment than she 
now received, and she therefore resolved to watch her oppor- 
tunity carefully ere making such a perilous effort For 
purpose she applied herself to the ruinous clay partition which 
divided the hovel in which she now was from file rest of the 
waste bam. It was decayed, and full of cracks and chinks, one 
of which she enlarged with her fingers, cautiously and without 
noise, until she could obtain a pl^ view of the old hag and 
the taller ruffian, whom they called Levitt, seated together be- 
side the decayed fire of charcoal, *and apparently engaged in 
dose conference. She was at first terrified oy the sigh^ mr the 
^tures of the old woman had a hideous cast of hardened and 
inveterate malioe and iU-humour, and those of the man, thoi:^h 
imturally less un&vourable, were such aa corresponded well with 
licentious habits and a lawless profession. 

‘But I remembered,’ said Jeanie, ‘my worthy ffither’s talas 
of a winter evenii^, how he was conned with the blessed mart^, 
Mr. James Benwick, who lifted up the fidlen standard of the true 
reformed Kirk of Scotiand, after ihe worthy and renowned Danid 
Cameron, our last blessed bannerman, had fidlen among the 
swords of the wicked at Aird’s Moss, and how the very hearts 
of the wicked male&ctors and murderers whom they were odn* 
fined withal were melted like wax at the sound of their doefa^ie^ 
and I bethought m3rB6ll, that the same hdp that was wi’ them 
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in Hidbr stmtf md be wi' in min^ an 1 could bat watcb ibe 
Xiord’s tnnr and oroortiinity finr delnrering my feet bom th^ 
snare: and I nunoed tbe mriptoxe of tne blessed PsaJmist^ 
wbilkne insisteth on, as weel in the forty-second as in the forty- 
^urd pmlm, " Wh/ art thou cast down, 0 mv soul, and why art 
thou disquieted within me t Hope in God, mr I shall yet praise 
him, who is the heaUbLQfiny countsnancq,.and my God.” ^ 
Stren^hened in ar mM natiHalh^ cahli^ sedate, and firm, 
by the influence of relimous confidence, this poor captive was 
enabled to attend and eompreheoA of an interest- 

ing conversatioa-wlddi passea betwixt those into whose hands 
sto h^ &lka, BOt^tlytanding that their meaning was partly 
disguised by the occasional use of cant terms, of which Jeanie 
imwirt^i by tha^ hw tone in whidll they spoke, and 
1^ thsmmede of aapidying their Imikeni pfaxases by m^gs and 
sip^ aa>ia usual amimgst those of thair oisorderly pofession. 

Tim ma» opfizied the conversation by saying, *Now, dame, 
ymjom. Iiam true to my tWemi 1 have not forgot that you 
rJankad nehniy'^ which lm^>ed me through the bars of the 
Gaatle^ of Yonk^ and 1 came to do your work without asking 
questioner fon one spood turn deserves another. But now tlmt 
who is as loud as Tom of Lincoh^ is somewhat still, 
and mils santo Tybum Neddie is shaking his heels after the old 
mgL vfbWf yonmust tell me what aU tins is about, and what ’s 
done; finr d^^n me if I touch the girl, or let her be 
touched, and she with Jim Bat’s pass toa^ 

^Thou art an honest lad, Frank, answered the old woman, 
* but e’en too kind feu thy trade ; thy tender heart will get thee 
into tronUe. I will see yo ga^ rq> Hol^m Hill backward, 


and a? on the word of some sifiy Imn that could never hae 
raw^ to jea had ye drawn your loaife across his weasandL’ 

'You mi^ be baulked thW old one,’ answered the robber; 
' I Imvoknom many a pretty lad out short in his first summer 
upon the road, because ho was seuietiiing hasty with his flats 
shu^ Besi^ a man would fiun live out his two years 
with a gmecmacnen^ So, teU mo what aU this is aboutr and 
what ’ato bo doDofcv you that ono oan do deo^itly t ’ 

'Why^ you murt ww^ Frank^buit first taste a snap 
tight Hewnda* dtm a fiutik flom her pocket, and mObd 
thofillow a hage* bampOB, .which he peonoimcM to be the right 
thing. ^ You must kimw, then, Frau — wauamye mend your 
baaed t ’ again olSmng the^ 

^No, no; wheaa woman wants mmohjef from yon, eho always 


» ConeesM a kiitfa 
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Iwaibs W fiBiof yoti dxuik. ]>~-b all oonnfa Wlttt 
1 do I toU 4o aoMdfi. iHlaat^bogaFfiMtitoliod.' 

‘Well, tiiei^ jm ntos^ bioi^’ lesoiuBd the old koiduv iriAr 
oat aay fax^bec attm^ atpm^ilaatiiOB, ‘ that tlra gud is grang 
to London.’ 

Here Jeanie ooold only distingmsh the iroid ‘ sister.’ 

The robber onswwed in a loader too^ ‘Fair aaoni^ that; 
and what the devil is your busiiiiees with it 1 ’ 

‘ Business enc^h, I think. If the b queers the noose, 

that silly cull will marry her.’ 

‘And who cares if he doesl’ said the man. 

‘Who cares, ye donnard Neddie t /care; and I will strangle 
her with my own hands rather than she should oome to Madge’s 
preferment.’ 

‘Madge’s MrfermentI Does yoar old blind eyes see no 
&rthOT than thatl If he is as yon say, d’ra think he’ll ever 
marry a moon-calf like Madge t Ec(^ that’s a good (me. 
Mar^ Madge Wildfire I ha ! ha ! ha 1 ’ 

‘ Hark ye, ye crack-rope padder, born b^gar, and bred thief I ’ 
replied the hag ; ‘ suppose he never marries the wench, is that a 
reason he should marry another, and that other to hold my 
daughter’s place, and she cias^, and I a beggar, and all along of 
him t But 1 know that of him will hang him — 1 know that of 
him will hang him, if he had a t^usa^ lives — I know that 
of him will bang — bang — bang bim I ’ 

She grinned as she repeated and dwelt upon the &tal mono* ' 
syllable with the emphasis of a vindictiye fiend. 

‘ Then why d<Ki’t you hang— hang — hMighiml’ saidFrank, 
r^eating her worcb contemptuously. ‘ There would be more 
sense in that, than in wrealdng yourself here upon two weneihes 
that have done you and your daughter no ill’ 

‘No ill! ’ answered the old woman ; ‘and he to marry this 
jail-bird, if ever she gets her foot loose 1 ’ 

‘ But as there is no chance of his manying. a bird of your 
brood, I canno^ for my soul, see wh^ you have to da with a£l 
this,’ regain replied the robbw, shrug^g his dionldeca ‘ Where 
there is ar^t to be got, I ’ll go asw as my nd^bours, bat 1 
hate misduef for mismm’a sake.’ 

‘And would TOu go nao length for revenge t’ said the hag«-^ 

* {qx reven^ the sweeftest morsd to the month that ever onn 
oodced in hell ! ’ 

'The devil may keep it for hia o«m eating, then,’ said the 
n^her; ‘for hang me if I hire the sanoe he dresses. it leth,.’ 
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^BeroigB 1 ’ oontinaed the old w»naii ; ‘ why, it u the host 
xeward the devil gives os for oar time here and hereafter. 1 
hai^ wroo^t hara for it, I have anffoced for it and I have 
siimed for and I will have it — or there is neither jostioe in 
Heaven nor in Hell I * 

Levitt had by this time lifted a pipe, and was listening 
with peat oomposnre to tiie nantio ana vindictive lavinp of 
the old hag. He vms too much hardened by his course of life 
to be showed with ihem ; too^ indifferent, and probably too 
stupid, to catch any part of their animation or energy. ‘Bu^ 
mother^’ he said, aftnr a pause, ‘.still I say, that if revenge is 
your wuh, you should take it on the young fellow himself’ 

‘1 wish 1 could,’ she said, drawing in her breath, wi^ the 
ea|;erness of a ^irsty person while mimicking the action of 
drinking — ‘I wish I could 1 but no, I cannot — I cannot.’ 

‘ .^d why not 1 You would think little of peaching and 
hanging him for this Scotch affair. Bat me, one might have 
milled the Bank of England, and less noise about it.’ 

‘1 have uurs^ him at this withered breast,’ answered the 
old woman, folding her hands on her bosom, as if pressing an 
in&nt to it, ‘and wough he has proved an adder to me, though 
he has been the destruction of me and mine, though he has 
made me company for the devil, if there he a devil, and food 
for hell, if there be such a place, yet I cannot take his life. No, 
I cannot,’ she continued, with an appearance of rage against 
herself ; ‘ I have thought of it, I have tried it, but, Ixancis 
Levitt, I canna gang through wi’t 1 Na, na, he was the first 
bairn I ever nurst; ill I had been — but man can never 
ken what woman feels for the bairn she has held ^t to her 
bosom! ’ 

‘To be sure,’ said Levitt, ‘we have no experience. But, 
mother, they say you ha’n’t bew so kind to other bairm, as 
you call them, that have come in your way. Nay, d — n me, 
never lay your hand on the whittle for I am captain and leader 
here, and 1 will have no rebellion.’ 

The hag, whose first motion had been, upon hearing the 
question, to_ grasp the haft of a large knife, now unclosed her 
hand, stole it away fiom the weapon, and suffered it to foil by 
her sid^ while she proceeded with a sort of smile — ‘Bairns ! ye 
are poking, lad, wha wad toudi bairns t Madge, puir thing, had 

a misfortune wi’ ane ; and the tother ’ Here hw voice sunk 

BO much that Jeanie, though uudously upon ^ watch, could 
not oatdh a word she said, until slm raised h» tcme at the cim- 
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donoQ of liie srateDoe — ‘SoMadBe,inWdaffin*,tila«vitinto 
the Nor’ Loch, I trow.' 

Madge^ whose slumbers, lib those of most idio labour under 
mental malady, had been short and were easily broken, now 
made bersdf beard from her place of repose. 

* Indeed, mother, that ’s a great lee, for I chd nae sic thing.’ 

‘ Hush, tiion hellioat deviy Baid her mother. ‘ By Heaven 1 
the other wench will be waking too 1 ’ 

'That may be dangerous," said Frank; and he rose and 
followed Meg Murdockson across the floor. 

‘Rise,’ said the hag to her dau^ter, 'or I saU drive the 
knife between the pla^ into the Bedlmn back of thee ! ’ 

Apparently she at the same time seconded her threat by 
pricking her with the point of a knife, for Madge, with a mint 
scream, changed her place, and the door opened. 

The old woman held a candle in one hand and a knifo in 
the other. ^ Levitt appeared behind her ; whether with a view 
of preventing or assisting her in any violence she might medi- 
tate could not be well guessed. Jeanie’s presence of mind 
stood her friend in this dreadful crisis. She had resolution 
enough to maintain the attitude and manner of one who sleeps 
profoundl}r, and to regulate even her breathing, notwithstand- 
ing the agitation of instant terror, so as to correspond with her 
attitude. 

The old woman passed the light across her eyes ; wd, although 
Jeanie’s foars were so powerfuUv awakened by this movement, 
that she often declared afterwaros that she thought she raw the 
figures of her destin^ murderers through her closed eyelids, she 
1^ still the resolution to maintain the feint on which her safety 
perhaps depended. 

Levitt looked at her with fixed attention; he then turned 
the old woman out of the place, and followed her himsdfi 
Having regained the outer apartment, and seated themsdves, 
Jeani^eara the highwaraian sav, to her no small relief ‘ She ’s 
as fiwt as if she were in Jmdfordshire. Now, old Meg, d — ^n me 
if I can imderstand a glim of this story of yours, or what good 
it will do you to hang the one wench and torment the other; 
but, rat me, I will be true to my firiend, and serve pe tiie way 
ye like it 1 see it will be a bad job ; but I do think I could 
get her down to Surfleet on the Wash, and so on board Tom 
Moonshine’s neat 1 u^;ot, and keep her out of the waj three ot 
four weeks, if that ^ please y& But d— n me u any one 
shall harm her, unless they have a mind to choke cm a buoe 



81 ^ Tm BEAST m mamfTOiXfi 

et Mta fimui. It'« »er^ l»d job^ «ad ImA yoa $aA 
Mejb were tx>tii at the deviL' 

^ MeTer ttSmi, h fainy Lenritt,’ aaid the did woman ; ‘yon axe 
a rnfki; aaadwwhave a' toot amgate. She diiaium g*og 
Heaven anhonraoeDerforme ; I oaiena irfiether cheHve or oie : 
it'a hsr suter — aj, hersisterr 

‘ WeU, we ’ll say BO aunre aboat it^ 1 hear Tom o(»Ding in. 
We ’ll conch a hogshead,^ aitid so hetterhad yon.’ 

They ntu^ to repose^ aooordingly, and all was dent in this 
asylum of iniquity. 

' Jeanie lay mr a long time awahe. At break of day die heard 
the tiro raffiawa leave the bam, ^er whispering with the old 
wcmiaci for some tibna The sense that die was now guarded 
only by nersons of hw own sex gave her some confidence, and 
irresistible lassitude at len^ threw her into dumbw. 

When the captive awakened, the sun was high in heaven, 
md tins m(»mng oondderaldy advanced. Madge Wildfire was 
still in the hovel whidi had served them for tlm nighty and 
immediatdy bid her good morning with her usual air of insane 
glee. ‘ And d’ ye ken, lass,’ smd Madge, ‘ there ’s queer things 
dhanoed dnoe ye hae bem in the land of Nod. The con- 
stables hae bem here, woman, and they met wi’ my minnie 
at the door, and they whirl’d her awa’ to the Justice’s about 
the man’s wheat. Dear I thae English churls think as mudde 
about a blade of wheat or grass as a Scots linrd does about his 
mankins and bis muir-poots. Now, lass, if ye like, we ’ll play 
them a fine jink : we will awa’ out and take a walk : they will 
nudce unco wade whm they miss us, but we can easily be back 
by dinner time, or before dark night at ony rat^ and it will be 
some frolic and fresh air. But maybe ye wad like to take some 
Inwkfiust, and then lie down again f I ken by mysell, there ’s 
whiles I can mt wi’ my head <m my hand the ludll day, and 
havena a wmd to cast at a dog, and other whiles that 1 
oamna sit ctill a mommit. That n whmi the folk think me 
warst ; but I am aye canny eneu^— ye needna be feared to 
walk wi’ me.’ 

Had IftMige WBdfoe been the moat ra^ng lunatic, instead 
of possessing a dofibtiul, nnoertain, and twili^ sort of xation- 
al%, varying, prdbaiUy, fr^ the iafluenoe of the most trivial 
oaus^ Jeanie would harcUy have objected to leave a place of 
captivity where she had «e much'to s^mhend. She eagerly 
assuied Madge that ehe had no oeoasion far fortiier sleep, no 
desire whatever for esetmg ; and bopuig intmaally tiiat ehe was 

^ Lay ourielTe* down to sleep. 
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aot goSiv flf ani in damg fttttiMd to tofW'cittMqr 

homonr for mUmur in tiw woecb. 

*it*siM> a’tlie(n»tofor Ito neitto,’ Mtdtooor toto.; * to 
I am jndamg ye wontiie better eat e’ <thae folks’ iMuMb; 
«o tto they are a’thegikher bad'fidk aeitto» biilb tiiey toa 
queer vara wi’ them, aim 1 arbileB <dBma tiunk it kas beui ewer 
▼e^ireel ai’ my mother and me sinoe we kept sio-ltoeoni^as^/ 

Witih haste, ihe joy, ike foar, and tbeihope «f a Hbemtai 
^tive, Jeanie snatohm her little bundle, folkmed l^idge 
into the free air, and ea^rlv looked round her for a human 
haiutation ; but none was to be sem. Ole ground was partly 
ooltbated, and parity left in its natural sta^ aooording as the 
&ncy of the sloyenty agiioulturists had deoid^ In its natnnd 
state it was waste, in seme places covered with dwarf trees and 
bushes, in others swamp, and dsewhero form and diy downs or 
pssture-gronnds. 

Jeanie’s active mind next led her to oonjeoture idnlfo way 
the highi^ lav, whence she had been forced. If she regained 
that publio roao, she inui^gined she must soon meet some person, 
or arrive at some house, where she might tdl her story, and 
request protection. But after a glance ’around her, (foe saw 
with reg^ that foe bad no means whatever of diredang her 
course with any degree of certainty, and foat she was in 
dependence umn her crazy companion. ‘Shall we not walk 
upon the highroad t ’ said foe to Madge, in such a teme as a 
nurse uses to coax a child. ‘ It ’s brawer walking on foe 4o«d 
than amang foae wild bushes and whins.’ 

Madge, who was walking ve^ fost, stopped at tins qQe8ti(ni, 
and looKM at Jesnie with a sodden and semfonsing gkto, foat 
seemed to indicate complete acquaintance with her pnipose. 
‘ Aha, lass 1 ’ she>exelaim^ ‘ are ye gaun to guide'us that gate t 
Te ’ll be for making vour heels save your head, 1 am jndgii^.’ 

Jesnie hesitafted tor a moment, on hearing her companion 
fous express herself whefoer she had not be^r take foe hiiE^ 
and try to outship and get rid of her. But sbe knew not in 
whiob dhection to fly; she was by no means sure thsit foe 
'would prove foe swiftmt, and perfoctly oonsmons fosty m foe 
event <n her being ^ursuedisnd ’overtskmi, foe would be inforior 
to foe madwoman in strength. She foersfore gave tp foo^j^ 
for foe: present of attmqitto to eeMpe In tto msBina^ ifod, 
saying a few words to allay Madge’s snspidons, foe ftffitNSeft m 
anxious afpiehension foe ynymnA pafo -by wirifo’hw gnkfo 
footod' proper to lead her. Iflndge, foflm ^ pntposs^ tol 
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«Mi8f nooaeiled to the pres^ aome^ idutterer it ma, begna 
MOD to talk with her osn^ diffiisooees of kteee. 

‘It 's » ^intf thing to be in the woods on a fine nucning 
like this. 1 13u it lax better than the town, for thne i«i» a 
wheen doddr baiins to be orying after ane, as if aae were a 
waadd's wooaer, just beoatue ane maybe is a thought bonnis 
and better pnt-(si than their nmhboars ; thougl^ Jeanie^ ye 
sold never be proud o’ Inaw dsiths, or bMuty neither ; wae 's 
me 1 they ’re but a raaia 1 anes thought better o’ them, and 
what oame o’t t ’ 

‘Are ye sure ye ken the way ye are taking ns t ’ said Jeanie^ 
vdio be^ to imagine that she was gett£^ deeper into the 
woods, and more remote firom the highroad. 

‘Do 1 ken the road Y Wasna I mony a day living here, and 
what fi>r shouldna I ken the road t I might hae forgotten, too, 
for it was afore my accident ; but there are some things ane 
can nevw forget, let them t^ it as muokle as they like.’ 

Dy this time they had gained the deepest part of a patch of 
woooUand. The trees were a little separated from each othw, 
and at the foot of one of them, a beautiful poplar, was a varie- 
mted hillock of wdd flowers and moss, such as the poet of 
wasmere has described in his verses on ‘The Thorn.’ So soon 
as she arrived at t^ spot, Madge Wildfire, joining her hands 
above her head, with a loud scremn that resembled laughs, 
flung herself all at once upon the spof^ and remained lying 
t^re motionless. 

Jeanie’s first idea was to take the opportunity of flight ; but 
her desire to escape yielded for a moment to appr^ension for 
thepcmr iioane being, who, she thought, might perish for i^t 
of i^ef With an efibrt, which, in her circumstance might 
be termed heroic, she stooped down, spoke in a soothing toneL 
and enifoavouied to raise up the forlorn creature. She effeotea 
tiiis with difficulty, and, as she placed her apinst the tree in a 
sitting posture, she observed with surprise that her oou^exion, 
usua^ florid, was now deadly pde, and that hor race was 
bathed in tei^ NotwHhstanding her own extreme danger, 
Jeanie was affected by the situation of her companion ; and the 
lathw that^ throush whole train of her wav»ingand in- 
consistent state of mind and line of conduct, she dimmed a 
general cdour of kindness towards herself for which she felt 
gratituda 

‘Letmeaknel — let me alane I’ said the poor young woma^ 
as her paroxysm of sorrow began to abate. ‘ Let me alane ; it 
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doM me good to «eei>. I canna shed team bat maybe aaea or 
twice a-year, and I aye oome to wet thia turf with tbeoi, ilmt 
the flowete may grow fiiir, and the grass may be gneaa.’ 

* Bat what is the mattw with yoat’ said Jennie. * Why do 
yon weep so bitterlyl’ 

‘There’s matter enow,’ replied the lanatio; ‘mur than ae 
pair mind con bear, I trow. Stay a bit, and I ’ll tell you a’ 
about it i fori like ye, Jeanie Deans ; a’body ^ke weel about 
ye^ ndien -we lived m the Pleasaunts. And I mind aye tiie 
drink o’ milk ye gae me yon day, when I had been on Arthur’s 
Seat for four-and-twenty hours, looking for the ship that some- 
bo^ was sailing in.’ 

These words recalled to Jeanie’s recollection that, in foot, 
she had been one morning much frightened by meeting a crazy 
young woman near her mther’s house at an early hour, and 
that, as she ap|>eared to be harmless her apprehension had been 
changed into pity, and she had relieved toe unhappy wanderer 
with some foo^ which she devoured with the haste of a famished 
person. The incident, trifling in itself was at present of great 
unportanoe, if it shoidd be found to have made a fovourable 
wd permanent impression on the mind of the object of her 
charity. 

‘Yes,’ said Madge, ‘I’ll tell ye all about it, for ye are a 
decent man’s dau^ter — Douce Davie Deans, ye ken; uid 
maybe ye ’ll can teach me to find out the narrow way md the 
strait path; for I have been burning bricks in Be^t, and 
walking throng the weary wilderness of Sinai, for and 
mony a day. But whenever I think about mine errors, I am 
like to cover my lips with shame.’ Here she looked up and 
nniled. ‘It’s a stnmge thing now — I hae moke mair gude 
words to you in ten nunutes, than I wad sp^ to my mother 
in as mony years. It ’s no that I dinna wink on tnem, tmd 
whiles they are just at my tongue’s end ; but then comes the 
devil and brashes my lips with his black wing, and lays his 
broad black loof on my mouth — for a black loot it is, Jeanie — 
and sweeps away a’ my ^de thoughts, and dits up my gude 
words, and pits a wheen nde sangs and idle vanities in fhdr 
place? 

‘Try, Madge,’ said Jeanie — ‘fay tojsettte your mind and 
make your breast clean, and tou’U find your heart ea^. 
Just resist the devil, and he will flee from you ; and mind that, 
as m^ worthv fother tells me, there is nae devil sac djsoeitfu’ aa 
our ain wancmriing thoughts.’ 
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X H gmg » git6 'Niitae ^ 4^ idMunik Iblow ate ; aui It a 
gate that y«a Wl» iaaily to ^«ig ; bat i ^ 
o’ ycnir iuna, ^ fcar<AxHdfy{ttiubaU4ti!id«‘a0f^ the mMi, as 
1 m did in the Pihrim's Progrm' 

Aoo0i4b|^ mt got Vp, aad, talring Jtum by the am, 
begtt teow ibroi^ «t a great fsoe ; >and so^m, to her eom- 
oo osudl }ov, ome iirto a laatked vitii the 
■BeaitAtts <Of ahkdi sne -eemed peileOtly aoqaamt^ Jeank 
«tdeanrottt<ed to briag her back to tiM conie88i(aiid, but Ihe 
ftooy OM gtae by. Im itot, the auad ’Cf this deranged being 
resembled notiiiim so much as a q nantity of dry leaves, wfai(m 
ma^ tor a few mmntes temain stul, bat axe instantly disoom- 
noi^ nad ipat la tnotion by tlm first casual btei^ of 'air. She 
lusd now got ddba Banyan’s pstrable into her head, to the ezeln- 
skm of everytdung else, and on 4ie went with great volubility. 

* IKd ye never read the Pilgrim's Prognss t And you 
be the 'Wonum Ohristiana, aitd I will be we maiden Mercy ; fer 
ye kw Mmey was of ^ fiiirer oquntenanoe, and the more 
ft^arrag than hOT oomnuiion ; and if I had my little messon 
dog hM% it would be Ohreat-Hesrt, their gside, ye ken, for he 
was e’en as bauld that he wad bark at ony thiim twenty times 
'his dee j and that was e’mi the death of Mm, for he Mt Ocnporal 
MaoAlpine’s heds m morning when they were hauling me to 
the guard-house, and Corporal MacAlpine killed the bit feithfu’ 
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wsainia thmk cm my p^ bit d^gie, l&an, whmi I saw it lying 
d]dag in die gutter. But it ’e just as wem, for it suffered Imth 
oaula and hui^vrben it was living, and in the grave there 
is rest 'fiu a’ things -^lest for the dc^gie, and my puir l^rn, 
«ih 1 toe.’ 

‘Your baimt’ eaid Jeamie, oemoeiving that Ity speakiug on 
sudi a bemio, suppos^ it to be a real one, die oomd not fed 
to lu^ her tKanpamcm to a si(Ue oompos^ ten^r. 
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fer wOltiaini Ihie a baitnj’snd lose abaoh too, as weel as your 
boimy ttMde, the Li^ St. Leonard’s t ’ 

^le ' a nsw e r BtiRiOk Jeapde with sotue alatni, and she was 
anxkm te soothe the ‘ittitl^fen 'the bad uMrSthigly 
oco^on to. *I am very sorry fer ywk'lsitlfeMaim'-^ 
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*Sony! idiatimdyebetntnrfiHrt’aonrandllftdge. 'IXlie 
baim was « Uesntg— that is, leamie, it md haa bera a Ueos- 
mg it ha&ia bem for my mother ; bat motlOT’a a.qoaer 
woman. To see, there was an aula carle wi’ a bit land ciwl 
a gade okt o’ siller bemdes, jost ^ very picAoie of dd Ifr. 
Feeblemind or Mr. Beady-to-balt, that Gmt-Heart ddimed 
iiom Slaygood the giant, when he iras rifling Mm and aboat to 
pick his bones, for EHaygood was of the nature of the flerd* 
eaters ; and Great-Heart killed Giant Despair too ; bat I am 
doabting Giant Despair ’s oome alive j^b, for a’ the story- 
boo^ I find him busy at my heart whiles.’ 

‘Weel, and so Ihe anld carle ’said Jeanie, for she mts 

painfally interested in getting to the trolh of Madge’s histoiy, 
ehidi sne could not bat suspect was in some extraordinary 
way linked and entwined with the fote of her sistw. She was 
also d^irous, if possible, to engage her oooqianion in some 
nanatiTe which might be carried on in a lower tone of voice, 
for she was in great aiprehension lest the elevated notes of 
Madge’s conversation umold chrect her molher or the robbers 
in search of them. 

‘ And BO ihe auld carle,’ said Mad^ repeating her words — 

‘ I wish you had seen him stoiting anont, aff ae leg on to the 
oiher, wi’ a kind o’ dot-and-go-one sort o’ motion, as if ilk ane 
o’ his twa legs had belonged to sindiy folk. But Gentle 
Georce oould ^e him aff Imwly. Eh, as I used to laugh to 
see George gang hip-hop like him 1 I dinna ken, I ihmk 1 
laughed heartier then than what I do now, though maybe no 
jnst sae mneMe.’ 

‘And who was Gentle Gfoorge % ’ said Jeanie, endeavoniing to 
brum her back to her story. 

‘ 0, he was Geoidie Bobertson, ye ken, when he was in Edin- 

hui;g^ : but that ’s no bis right name nei^er. His name is 

Bub what is your business wi’ his name 1 ’ said die, as if umu 
suddmi reocfllection. ‘What have ye to do asking for folks’ 
names 1 Have ye a mind I should scour my knife bdween 
your rib^ as my mother savst’ 

As this was spokoi with a menacing tone and gesture^ 
Jeanie hastened to protest her total iimooenoe of tnnpose in the 
acmdenteJ quesiaon v^di she bad asked, .and Madge Wild&e 
went on someiriiat pacified. 

‘Never adc folks’ names, Jamie : it *8 no mvU. Ihaeseen 
half a doom o’ in my mothar’s st lasKs, and ne’er ane e’ 
them ca’d the ither by his name and Daddie Batton says it 
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!■ the most imoiTil thing may be, becsnse the bailie bodies are 
aye askim fiudbioim qnesiwns, when ye saw sic a man or sio a 
man ; ana if ye dinna ken &eir names, ye ken there can be 
nae mair spear’d abont ii’ 

'In what stROi^ school,’ thonght Jeanie to herself 'has this 
poor ereatore been bred np, where snch remote precautions are 
taken against the pursnits of justice 1 What would my &ther 
or Beub^ Butler wink, if 1 were to tell them there are sic folk 
in the world t And to abuse the simplicity of this demmit^ 
creature I <%, that I were but safe at hame amang mine ain 
leal and true people 1 and I ’ll bless Ghxl, while I have breath, 
that placed me imongst those who live in His fear, mid under 
the shadow of His wing.’ 

She was interrupted by the insane laugh of Madge Wildfire, 
as she saw a ma^ie hop across the path. 

'See there t &t was the gate my old jo used to cross the 
country, but no just sae lightly : he hadna wings to help his 
anld legs, I trow; but 1 behoved to have mamed him for a’ 
that, Jeanie, or_ my mother wad hae been the dead o’ me. 
But then came in the story of my poor bairn, and my mother 
fought he wad be deaved wi’ its skirling, and she pat it away 
in below the bit bourock of turf yonder, just to be out o’ the 
gate ; and I think she buried my best wits with it for I have 
never been just mysell since. And only think, Jeanie, after 
my mother had bwn at a’ this pains, the auld doited body 
Johnny Drottle turned up his nose, and wadna hae aught to 
say to me 1 But it ’s little I care for him, for I have led a 
merry life ever since, and ne’er a braw gentleman looks at me 
but ye wad think he was gaun to drop off his horse for mere 
love of m& 1 have kend some o’ them put their hand in their 
pocket and gie me as muckle as sixpence at a time, just for my 
weel-fiiur’d^’ 

This speech gave Jeanie a dark insight into Madge’s history. 
She had been courted by a wealthy suitor, whose addresses her 
mother had fevoured, notwithstanding the objection of old age 
and deformity. She had been seduora bv some profligate, and, 
to conceal her shame and promote the advantageous match she 
had planned, her mother had not hesitated to destroy the 
offspnng of their intrigue. That the oonsequmioe should be 
the tow derangement of a mind which was constituticmally 
unsettled by gicminess and vanity was ex^mely natni^ ; and 
such was, in mot, the history of Madge Wildfire’s insanity. 



CHAPTER XXXI 

So free from danger^ free from fear, 

They oroaa'd the ooort, rj|^t glad they were. 

Christabxl. 

P URSUING the path which Madge had chosen, Jeanie 
Deans observed, to her no small delight, that marks of 
more cultivation appear^ and the thatched roofe of 
houses, with their blue smwe arising in little columns, were seen 
embosomed in a tuft of trees at some distance. The track led 
in that direction, and Jeanie therefore resolved, while Madge 
continued to pursue it, that she would ask her no questions ; 
having had the penetration to observe that by doin^ so she ran 
the risk of irritating her guide, or awakening suspicions, to the 
impressions of which persons in Madge’s unsettled state of mind 
are particularly liable. 

Madge therefore, uninterrupt^ went on with the wild 
disjointed chat which her ramoling imagination suggested^ a 
mood in which she was much more communicative respecting 
her own history and ^t of others than when there was any 
attempt made, by direct queries or cross-examinations, to 
extract information on these subjects. 

^ It ’s a ^ueer thing,’ she said, * but whiles I can speak about 
the bit baim and the rest of i1^ just as if it had been another 
body’s, and no my ain ; and whUes I am like to break my heart 
about it Had you ever a baim, Jeanie t ’ 

Jeanie replied in the negative. 

‘Ay, but your sister had, though ; and I ken what came o’t 
too.’ 

‘ In the name of Heavenly mercy,’ said Jeanie, forgetting the 
line of conduct which she nad hitherto adopteo, ‘ tm me but 
what became of that unfortunate babe, and • 

Madge stopped, looked at her gravely and fixedly, and then 
broke into a great fit of laughing. ‘ Aha, lass, catch me if you 
can. I think it ’s easy to gar you trow ony thing. How suld 1 
ken ony thing o’ your sister’s wean t Lasses suld hae naething 
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1to do m* weans till thqr are maarried ; axui titeo a’ iiie gossips 
fad oommers come in and feast as if it were the blithest day 
in the warld. They say maidens’ baims are weel guided. I 
wot that wasna true of your tittie’s and mine ; but these are 
sad tales to tell, I maunjust smg^ a.bit to. heep up my heart 
It ’s a saim that Qentite €reorge made on me lang syne, when 1 
went with nim to Lockington wake, to see him act upon a stage, 
m fine clothes, with the^ j^y^ folk. He might have dune waur 
than ^married me that night as he promised: ^ Better wed over 
the mixen ^ as oter the moor, ’ ’ as they say in Y orkshire — he may 
gang fsarther and £&re waur ; but that ’s a’ ane to the sang, — 

I ’m of the conzitiy, I ’m Madge of the town, 

And I ’m Madge of the lad I am blithest to own. 

^bie Lady of lE^ve in diamonds may shine. 

Bat has not a heart half so lightsome as mine. 

I am Queen of the Wake, and I *m Lady of May, 

And I lead the blithe ring round the May-p<de to-day. 

The wildfire that flashes so fair and so free 
Was never so br%ht or so bonny as me. 

I Ifire that the best o’ a’ my sangs,’ continued the maniac, * be- 
cause he made it 1 am onm singing it, and that’s mayto Ihe 
reason folk oa’ me Madge Wildfire. I aye answer to the name, 
though it ’s no my ai^ for what ’s the use of making a &8h I ’ 
*But ye shonlil^ si^ upon the Sabbath at least ^said Jaanie, 
who, aam all her distoess and anxiety, oould not help being 
scandalised at the deportment of her ocmpenion, especially as 
ishey now aimroached near to the Httle 

‘Ay! is this Sunday?’ said Madge. ‘My mother leads sic 
a lifit vi’ taming ni^t into d^, that ane loses a’ count o’ the 
days o’ the week, anddisna ken Sunday frae Saturday. Besides, 
it’s a’ yoaar Whiggery : in England folk sing when they like. 
And then, ye k^ you axe d^tiana and 1 am Mercy : and 
ye kmi, as they went on theb way, they si^.’ A^ she 
immedsatdy ratted (me of John Bunyan’s ditties : 

* Ee that is down need fear no fell. 

Ho that in low no prido ; 

Hh is hninble ever fdiw 
Have Ood to be his gmda. 

Fnlness tOiSnoh a burthen is 
That go on fnlgrimsAe ; 

HerelitiK a^ hereafter bifes^ 

Is ba^ feom ige to aga 


» A homely prov^b, signify^ better wed a n^ghbour than one fetched 
from a dlatanca — Mlxen sjgMfles dnns^illl. 
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^ ye Inoi I tfeiaik tiwn-V mail tmiK 
book, tin Fiij^>im'» Jhvans*. Tke kcm Ifaeit ange tihik. mbs 
eas &odiM W &thw’» afaiM» in Vallqi^ atf^Baaiiiiimi. 
Md Mr. wea^-HMtt at^ tbat he hmd a. ateidar. Ufe^ aiw. 
had BH»e d ^ hedl>- oaUsd hnrt’»«uai m Us bosam, 
ihey that mu sSk aod Teheb likS' and am as bonny as:! 


Jeutie Deans had nevet read i)b» fiuaoifiil and dUq^khl 
wrable to wUcih Madge alkided. Btmyan was, indeed, a 
CidTiaist, but then be eas also a member of a Beniist oongKM^ 
tioi^ so IhaA his works had no place on Itavid iKmos’a shei^of 
dinnity. Madge^ however, at some time of her Ufe had beai 
well aoqnainted, u it impeared, witii the mmt poiwJiar of his 
performances, which, indeed, rarely &ils to make a de^ im- 
pression upon ohildrM a^ pe(^e of the lower rank. 

* 1 am sure,’ she continu^ ‘ 1 may weU say I am come 
out of the City of Destruction, for my mother is Bat’s- 
eyes, tiiat dwells at Deadman’s Comer; and Ftank Levitt 
and Tyburn Tam, tiiey may be likened to ll^rust and Guilt, 
that came galloping up, and struck the poor pilndm to tiie 
ground with a great club, and stole a hog of mmc, which 
was most of his spending money, and so have they done to 
many, and will do to more. But now we will gaitf to the 
Inteipreter’s house, for I ken a man that will {day the Intm*- 
preter right weel ; for he has eyes lifted up to heave^ the best 
of books in his hand, the law of trath wntten on Us lips, and 
he stands as if he pleaded wi’ men. Oh if I had minded what 
he had said to me, I had never been the castaway creature 
that I am ! But it is all over now. But wall knodr at the 
gat^ and then the ke^r will admit Christiana, hut Merey 
will be left out ; and then I ’ll stand at the door trembling aim 
cryiag, mid then Chrastiana — that ’s you, J eonie — will inberoede 
for me ; andthmi Mwcy — that’s me, ye ken — yfiSl &int ; and 
thmi tiM Int^reter — yes, the Intwpreter, that ’s Mr. Stauntcm 
himself — will come out and take me — that’s poor, lost, de- 
mmfted me — by the hand, and dve me a ponuagraoate, and a 
piece of honeyooml^ and a small bottla of q>iri:^ to st^ my 
minting ; and then the good times will come bsM again, and. 
we 11 M the happiest folk you ever saw.’ 

In the midst of the conftsed asseraUage of ideas indkahad 
in tins speech, Jeaaie thought she saw: a serious pinpoM on 
the part of Madge to endMvour to obtain the panwn and 
eonutenanee of simte one whom ska had offended ; anattsaaft 
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tiba mcrt likely ^ all otibeis to briag than once mem into ocm- 
tact witii law and protectioiu fflie therefore teadYed to 
be guided by her whilfo doe was in so hopeful a dispositicn), and 
act for her own safety according to circam8tanee& 

They were now close by Ihe village, one of those bemtifhl 
scenes wbfoh are so of^ found in merry Englai^ where the 
cottages, instead of being built in two dired lines on each 
ddiid of a dust^ highroad, stand in detached groups, inter- 
eqpmrsed not only with large oaks and elms, bnt with fruit- 
trees, so many of which were at this time in flourish that the 

r ve seemed enamelled with their crimson and white blosson^ 
the cenlae of the hamlet stood the parish church and its 
little Gbthic tower, from which at present was heard the Sun- 
day chime of bells. 

‘ We will wait here until the folk are a* in the church — they 
oa’the kirk a church in England, Jeanie, be sure you mind 
that — for if I was gaun forward amang them, a’ the gaitts o’ 
boys and lasses wad be dying at Madge Wildfire’s tail, the 
hl^e hellrakers 1 and the bea(ue would oe as hard upon us as 
if it was our &ult. I like their skirling as ill as he does, 1 
can tell him ; I ’m sure I often wish there was a het peat doun 
their throats when they set them up that gate.’ 

Conscious of the disorderly appearance of her own dress after 
the adventure of the precedi^ night, and of the grotesque habit 
and demeanour of her guide, md sensible how important it was 
to secure an attentive and patient audience to her strange sto^ 
from some one who might nave the means to protect her, Jeanie 
readily acquiesced in Madge’s proposal to rest under the trees, 
by wmch they were still somew&t screened, until the com- 
mencement of service should give them an opportunity of enter- 
ing the hamlet without attracting a crowd around them. She 
mMe ihe less opposition, that Madge had intimated that this 
was not the vill^ where her mother was in custody, and 
that the two squires of the pad were absent in a different 
direction 

She sate herself down, therefore, at the foot of an oak, and 
by the aasistanc^ of a placid fountain which had been dai^ed 
up for the use of the villagers, and which served her as a 
natural mirror, she began — no uncommon thing with a Scottish 
mmden of her rank — to arra^e her toilette in the open air, and 
bring her dress, soiled and disordered as it was, into such order 
as the ^aoe and circumstances admitted. 

She soon p^romved reason, however, to regret that she had 
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h o i w m d o o aMtaad m o omm sji m 
tiittejMidBoetete Madge W^dfire^ arko^ aamig^ither iadiceAi^ 

mwia^ had a meat ovanmniag ofMuoa 4X those dianM to 
aiaohy ia &ot» she had (mei her mise^, and whose mind, Mka 
a left eqM>n a Use, was agsMed end drmn ahoat at xandooi hy 
eaA mfih impulee, noeecnerbehsid Jeamehagintoemxkgeto 
hair, dbee her bonnet in older, mb the dost ttom hiw dioes 
and clothes, ^ust her neok^hajidkendiief and mittens, and so 
£»r(h, than with unitative esal she began to bedtenoi and trick 
hersiif oat with doreds and lemnsmts beggarly finery, which 
die tookcRStof a iittie inmdle, ajMiwhie^ wh^ disposed around 
her person, made her appearance ten times more fimtastic and 
a|acm dien it had been bmore. 

Jea^ groaned in spirit^ but dared not interfere in a matter 
so ddicate. Across i£e man’s oap mr riding-hat which she wore. 
Madge {daoed a broken and soiled white feather, intenectea 
with one wMoh had bemi shed from the train of a peacock. 
To Imr dress, whidi was a idnd of ridhig4iabit, she stitched, 
pinned, and otherwise secured a hu^e furbriow of artifidal 
fiowers, aU cmdied, wrinkled, and diitv, which had^ be- 
decked a lady of fuahtj, then descended to her abigail, and 
daisied ihe ismates of the sermnts’-halL A tawdry scarf of 
yellow silk, trimmed with tinsel and spangles, which had seen 
as hard serrice and boasted as honsmwle a transmission was 
mxt fianff ewer one shoulder, and fell across her nerson in the 
manner el a shoulder-bdt, or baldrick. Madge then strmped 
off the coarse ordmaiy shoes which she wore, and re^te^ 
them by a mk of dirty satin ones, spangled and embroidered 
to match tne scarf, and famished with very high heris. She 
had cut a wilkw switch in l^r morning’s andk, almost as loim 
as a boy’s fishing-rod. This she set herself seriously to peal, 
and mhexL kimstiamrfbmEied into surii a wand as the Treasurer 
or Hwh Steward bears on public occasions, die told Jeanie that 
ste th^ now look^ decent, as young women should do 

npoathe morning, and that^ as the bells had done ring- 

dbe was wming to conduct her to the Interpreter’s house. 
^Jeanie sighed heawdy to think it should be her lot on the 
Lovd’s day, and dwrii^r khk-time too, to parade the street of 
an inhabited yiUage with so y^ry grotesque a ccmiade ; Imt 
necessity had no mw, emoe, without a pCMsitive quarrel with 
the madwoman, which, in the ckcumdances, w<mid have been 
wery unadyisable, she cordd see no means of i hafciii g hereelf . 


yoi*. Txx^Sl 
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As &r po(v Hadge, die ms elatod with p»S(nul 

Tanity, tad the most per^ sadsnction ocnusenung h« ovn 
danJing dress and saperior appeaxanoe. l^er mteved the 
hamlet widioDt beiiig oDserr^ exo^ by one old woman, who, 
bdng neariy ‘ high-pavel Idino,’ was onl^ oonsciouB that some- 
thing rety fine and glittering was passing Iw* and dropped as 
deepaxeverenoe to Madge as she would have donetoa eountess. 
Hus filled up die measure of Madge’s self-approbation. She 
minoed, she ambl^ she smiled, she simpered, and waved Jeanie 
Deans fiwward witii the oondesoension of a noble ohapmron, who 
has undertaken the chaise of a country miss on her fi^ journey 
to the mpitaL 

Jeanie followed in patience, and with her eyes fixed on the 
ground, that she might save herself the mortification of seeing 
her companion’s absurdities ; but she started when, ascending 
two or three steps, she found herself in the churchyard, and saw 
that Madge was nm.1nng stra^ht for the door of the church. 
As Jeanie had no mind to enter the congregation in such 
company, she walked aside from the pathway, and said in a 
decided tone, ‘ Madg& 1 will wait here till the church comes 
out ; 3 rou may go in V y^ourself if you have a mind.’ 

As she spoke these words, she was about to seat herself ux>on 
one of the gravestones. 

Madge was a little before Jeanie when she turned aside ; but 
suddenly changing her course, she followed her with long strides, 
and, with every feature infimned with passion, overtwk and 
seizM her by the arm. ' Do ye think, ye ungratefu’ wretch, 
that I am gaun to let you sit doun upon my &ther’s grave ! 
The deil settle ye doun I if ye dinna rise and come into the 
Interpreter’s house, that ’s tiie house of Glod, wi’ me, but 1 ’ll 
rive eveiT dud aff your back ! ’ 

She ^pted the action to the phrase ; for with one clutch 
she stiippra Jeanie of her stiaw bonnet and a handful of her 
hiur to boot, and tiirew it up into an old yew-tree, where it 
^ok ftet ^ Jeanie’s first impulse was to scream, but conceiv- 
ing she might receive deadly hmm before she cotdd obtain 
the assistanoe of anjr on^ notwithstanding the vicinity of Ihus 
church, she thoui^t it wiser to Mow the madwoman into the 
congr^tion, wh^ she might find some means of escape from 
her, or at least be secured against her violence. But when efoe 
meekly intimated her consent to Mow Madge, her guide's 
uncmtiuB had caught another train of ideas, hcdd 
Jeanie fostwith one hand, and with the othm pointed to ti >9 
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ksoriptioii cm the gnTestoiH^ and oommambd her to raid It 
Jeaoie obe^red, and read these words : — 


*ThiS McmUMENT WAB ERECTED TO THE MsMORY OF DoVALD 
Mvrdocebok or the Knro*8 xxvi., or CAMERoirxAE 
Rboimeht, a sincere Christian, a brave Soldier, and 

A FAITHFUL SERVANT, BY HIS GRATEFUL AND 80RROW1NO 

MAffTER, Robert Staunton.* 


‘ It 's very weel read, Jeanie ; it ’s just the very words,’ said 
Madge, whose ire had now fsded into deep melancholy, and with 
a step which, to Jeanie’s great joy, was uncommonly quiet and 
mournful, she led her companion towards the door of the church. 

It was one of those old-fashioned Gothic parish churches 
which are frequent in England, the most cleamy, decent, and 
reverential places of worship that are, perhaps, anywhere to 
be found in the Clmstian world. Tet^ notwithstanding the 
decent solemnity of its exterior, Jeanie was too &ithful to the 
directonr of the Presbyterian Kirk to have entered a prelatic 
place of worship, and would, upon any oilier occasion, have 
thought that she beheld in the porch the venerable figure of her 
&ther waving her back fixim the entrance, and pronouncing in 
a solemn tone, * Cease, my child, to hear toe instruction which 
causeth to err from the words of knowledge.’ But in her 
present agitoting and alarming situation, she looked for safety 
to this forbidden place of assembly, as toe hunted animal win 
sometimes seek shelter fixim immineut danger in toe human 
habitation, or in other places of refuge most alien to its nature 
and habits. Not even toe sound of the organ, and of one or 
two flutes which accompanied the psalmody, prevented her from 
following her ^de into toe chancel of the church. 

No sooner had Madge put her foot upon the pavement, and 
become sensible that she was toe object of attention to toe 
spectators, than she resumed aU toe &ntastic extravagance 
of deportment which some transient touch of melancholy had 
banisned for an instant. She swam rather than walked up toe 
centre aisle, dragging Jeanie after her, whom she by 

toe hand She would, indeed, have &m slipped asi^ into the 
pew nearest to toe door, and left Madge to ascend in her own 
manner and alone to toe high places of the syxiagogue ; but 
tois was impossible, without a degree of violwt resistance whidi 
seemed to her inconsistent with the tone md place, and she wee 
accordmgly led in captivity up the whole Im^ of the chimb 
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ba* giotesque ccmdi^^aress, mib balf^sfatit efe^ $, iptim 
smile upon herilips, and a minoi^ nniition mUk her hw^ 
which ooziesponded with the delicate and affected pace at which 
she was pleas^ to move, seemed to take the general stare of 
the congregation which such an exhibition ne^ssarily excited 
as a high compliment, and which she returned by nods and 
half ourbasies ^ individuals amongst the au(fience whom she 
seemed to distinguish as acquaintances. Her absurdity was 
enhanced in the eyes of the spectators hy the strange contrast 
which she formed to her compamon, who, with dishevelled hair, 
downoas^ ey^ and a &C6 glowing with shame, was dragged, as 
it were, in triun^ after her. 

Madge’s airs were at length fortunately out short by her 
encountering in her progress the looks of the clergyman, who 
fixed upon her a glwoe at once steady, compai^Kmate, and 
admonitory. She l^tily op^ed an emp^ pew which happened 
to be near her, and entered, drafting m Jeanie after her. 
Kicking Jeanie on the shins by way of hint that she should 
follow her example, she sunk her hmd upon h^ hand for the 
space of a minute. Jeanie, to whom tms posture of mental 
aevoticm was entirely new, did not attempt to do the like, but 
look^ round her wima bewfldered stare, which her neighbours, 
judging from the company in which they saw her, very natu- 
rally ascribed to insanity. Every person in th«r immediate 
vicinity drew back from this extraordinary couple as &r as the 
limits of their pew permitted ; but one old man oonld not get 
beyond Madge^ reach ere she had snatched the prayer-b^k 
from his hand and ascertained the lesson of the day. She ^en 
turned up the ritual, and, with the most overstrained enthusiasm 
oi gesture and manner, showed Jeanie the passages as they were 
read in the service, makmg, at the same time, her own responses 
so loud as to be heard smve those of ever^ other person. 

Notwithstanding the shame and vexation which Jeanie felt 
in bmng thus exposed in a place of worship, she could not and 
durst mk omit iall]ring her ^irits so as to look around her 
and ocm^Aer to whom she ou^t to a|^eal for piotection so 
soon as the service should be oonduded. Her first ideas natu- 
rally fixed up(m tiie clergyman, and she was confirmed in the 
resolution by observing ^t he was an aged ^tlemp, of a 
dignified appearanoe and deportment, who tebd the service with 
an undistuibed and decent gravity, which brought bade to ^ 
coming attention those youngmr members of the oongn^ation 
iho tiA been i&BtesxML by the extravai^ behariour of labdge 
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Wildfire. Ta the dergyioai^ibaieler^Jeuk read 
heir appe&l wh^ the aendoe was over. 

It 18 true, dm felt disposed to be shocked at hie st:uplice» of 
whi^ she had heard so mudv but which die had naver saw 
upon the person of a preach^ of the Word. Th^ she was 
oonfused by the change of posture adopted in different parts of 
the ritual, the more so as Madge Wildnr^ to whom they seemed 
femiliar, took the opportunity to exercise authority over her, 
pu^ng her up and pushing her down with a bustling assiduity 
which Jeanie felt must make them both the objects of painful 
attention. But, notwitlwtanding these^ prejudices, it was her 
prudent resolution, in this dilemma, to imitate as nearly as she 
could what was done around her. * The prophet,' she thought, 
^rmitted Naaman the Syrian to bow even in the house of 
Rimmom Surely if I, in tms streight, worship the God of my 
&thers in mine own langi^e, although the manner thereof 
strange to me, the Lord will pardon me in this thing.' 

In this resolution she became so much confirmed that, with- 
drawing herself firom Madge as £ar as the pew permitted, she 
endeavoured to evince, by serious and undeviating attention to 
what was passing, that her mind was composed to devotion. 
Her tormentor would not long have permitted her to remain 

a uiet, but fiitigue overpowered her, and she fell fiiat asleep in 
lie other comer of the pew. 

Jeanie, though her mind in her own despite sometimes re- 
verted to her situation, compelled herself to give attention to 
a sensible, energetic, and well-composed discourse upon the 
practical doctrines of Christianity, which she could not help 
approving, although it was eve^ word written down and read 
by the preacher, and although it was delivered in a tone and 
gesture very different from those of Boanerges Stormheaven, 
who was her feither's fiivourite preacher. The serious and placid 
attention with which Jeanie listened did not escape the clergy- 
man, M^e Wildfire's entrance h£^ rendered him apprehensive 
of some disturbance, to provide against which, as fitr as possibly 
he often turned his eyes to the p^ of the church where Jeanie 
and i^e were placed, and became soon aware that, although 
loss of her head-gear and the awkwardness of her situation 
had given an uncommon and anxious air to the features of the 
former, yet she was in a state of mind very different firom that 
of her companion. When he dismissed the congregation, he 
obi^rved her look around with a wild and terrifi^ look as if 
uncertain what course she ought to adopts and norieed that 
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abe «mH!oa^ed ooe or two of the stost deomt of the ocMuiega- 
tion, M if to addiess Ibem, and thai shrunk beck timnfiy, w 
obsoTvizig tliftt tli6y 8Q63zi6d to shun sud to Avoid her* ^ xho 
deigyman ym» satisfied there most be something extiaonfin^ 
in til thin, and as a benerolent man, as wdl as a good Christian 
pastor, he resolved to inquire into the matter more minutely. 



CHAPTER XXXII 


There goyem’d in that year 
A stem, stoat ohurl — an angry overseer. 

Crabbs. 

W HIL E Mr. Staunton, for such was this worthy clergy- 
man’s name, was laying aside his gown in the ves^ 
Jeanie was in the act of comiog to an open rupture 
with Madge. 

‘ We must return to Mummer’s bam directly,’ said Madge ; 
^ we ’ll be ower late, and m^ mother will be angjv.’ 

am not going back with you, Madge,’ said Jeanie, taking 
out a guinea and offering it to her; *1 am much ob%ed to 
you, but I maun gang my ain road.’ 

^ And me coming a’ this way out o’ my gate to pleasure you, 
ve ungratefu’ cutty,’ answered Madge : * and me to be bramed 
by my mother when I gang hame, and a’ for your sake ! But 
I will gar ye as good ’ 

* For Oiod*B ^e,’ said Jeanie to a man who stood beside 
them, ‘ keep her off ; she is mad ! ’ 

‘ Ey, ey,’ answered the boor : ‘ I hae some guess of that* and 
I trow tnou be’st a bird of tne same feather. Howsomever, 
Madge, I red thee keep hand off her, or I’se lend thee a whister- 
poop.’ 

Several of the lower class of tiie parishioners now gathered 
round lie strangers, and the cry arose among the boys that 
* there was a-going to be a fite between mad Madge Murdookson 
and another Bess of Bedlam.’ But while the fry assen^led 
with the humane hope of seeing as much of the fun as possible, 
the laced cocked hat of the beadle was discerned among 
multitude, and all made way for that person of awful authority. 
IBs first address was to Maii^e. 

* What’s brought thee l^k again, thou silly donnot^ to 
plague t^ parish 1 Hast thou brought ony more bastards wi’ 
thee to lay to honest men’s doors t or does thou think to bur^ 
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iu iritih iJiu goose, that ’s as ^uo-biaiiied as thysell, as if rates 
mere no up enowt Array an’ thee to thy thief of a 
Ae 's &st in the stocks at Barksfon town-end Away wi’ ye 
oat o’ the poridi, or Fse be at ye with the ratan.’ 

Madge stood sidky for a minate ; but she had been too oftm 
taiwht sabmissioo to the beadle’s authority ^7 ungentle means 
to ml courage enough to dispute it. 

‘ And my mother — my ptur aidd mother, is in the stocks at 
Barkston I This is a’ your wyte, Miss Jeanie Deans : but I ’ll 
be upsides wi’ you, as sure as my name ’s Madge Wildfire — I 
mean MurdockKm. €tod help me, I finrget my very name in 
this confused waste I’ 

So sa3nng, she tamed upon her heel and went ofi^ followed 
by all the nus^evous imps of toe village, some eiyii^, * Madge, 
oanst thou toll tl(^ name yet } ’ some puUing the skirts el her 
dbess, and aB, to toe best m their strength and ingenuity, exer- 
cising some new device or other to exasperate her into firmnsy. 

Jeanie saw her departure with infimte del^dd, l^ug^ she 
wished that, in some way or otlwr, she could have requmd toe 
smwice Madge had conferred upon her. 

In toe mefmtime, she applied to toe beadle to know rtoether 
‘ there was any house in toe village where' toe could be dviBy 
entertained for her money, and whether toe eouM be peimittod 
to speak to the cleigyman 1 ’ 

‘Ay, aiy, we’se ha’ reverend care on thee: and 1 thinly’ 
answered toe man of constituted authority, ‘toat^ n-nlmci toou 
answer toe Eector all the bettor; we’se spare toy nwmey, and 
gie thee lodging at the parish cha^ ypn^ woraaa’ 

‘ Wlmre am I to go then t ’ said Jeanie, in some alarm 

‘Why, I am to t^ thee to hfe Beverenoe, in toa&cst piaee, 
to gie an aooount o’ thysell, and to: see toon OMoeua to ha a 
buraen upon toe parish.’ 

* I do not wish to bumien any on^’' replied Jeanie ; ‘ I have 
eimogh for my o.wn wants, and only wish to get on nqr jouBUsy 

y, that ’s anothm matter,’ repfied the bea^ ‘an if it be 
true j and 1 thiidc thou dost loto so polhun^itoma as thy 
^y^ow yondw. Thou woeddst be a mettle Im enow; an. 
toon wert snog and snod a bit hettec. Ombs thou away, toen; 
the Beotor is a good man.’ 

‘ Is that toe minktor,’ said Jeame, ‘ who meaofaed ' 

‘The minister I Lewd help thee! What kind o’ Preslytetian. 
arttoout Why, ’tistoeBector — toe Beotor’ase^ woman, ami 
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jJwce isaa tiw l&e o’ him in the oouniy, bos the fcnr sext to 
it Cioiiie amff — away with thee ; im raosna b«ie hem’ 
am sBie I am Teiy wdUise to ^ to s» the xmniatm’ 
Jewm ; * for, tiioT^h he read Ek diaeoarm md wore that esr- 
^io& as titey oall it here, I oaimot but thii^ he most be a Tei^ 
wormy Ood-feariog man, to preach the root of the mattn ia 
the way he did.’ 

The diaappeiiite^ rabble, findiiig^ that there was like to be 
DO &rther sport, had by this time dispersed, and Jeanie, witii 
her usual patiraoe^ followed her consequent^ and surly, but 
not brutal, conductor towards the rectory. 

'Hiis <d«noal mansicm was large and commodious, for the 
living was an excellent one, and the advowson belon^d to a 
very wealthy foraily in the neighbourhood, who had usually 
l»ed up a son or nephew to the church, for the sake of inducting 
him, M opportunity offered, into this very comfortable provision. 
In this manner the reoto^ of Willingham had always been 
considered as a direct and immediate i^panage of Wilungham 
Hall ; and as the rich baronets to whom the latter belonged 1^ 
usuidly a son, or brother, or nephew, settled in the living, the 
utmost care had been takmi to render their habitation not 


merriy respectaUe and commodious, but even dign^ed and 
imporii^. ^ 

It was rilmted about four hundred yards from the villsg& 
and OB a rising ground wbi<h sloped gently upward, covered 
with fflnall inolosures, or closes, laia out irre^any, so that the 
old oaks uid elms, whieh were planted in bedge^rows, Ml into 
pert^eetiw^ and were Mended togetimr in beautiful irregularity. 
Whm they approached nearer to the house, a handso^ gat^ 
way acbnitted Ihem into a laim, of narrow dimensicmB, inoeed, 
but which was intor^rsed with laige sweet-chestout trees and 
beedies, «id ke^ mlmndsome order. The firimt of the honM 
was in^tdar. Fart of it seemed very dd, and h^ ia foct, 
been the residence of the incumbent in Romish tna^ Sno- 
eesrive oeeupwts had made oonsiderablie additions md m^nuve- 
meota each in the taste of his own age, tmd without mn^ 
regard to symmetiT'. But these ineongvoities of arduteetnre 
were so^ graatiated and happily mhq'led, that the eye, for fotm 
beiag t^^eased with the combinations ofvmous s^les, saw 
notiung rat whs^ was interesting in the varied and intricate 
pile wmch they mdiibited. Fruit-trees displayed on tiusraA^ 
waB, outer staireaeet^ various places^ entianee, a oombinathm 
of roofo and chimneys of different ages, united to render the 
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te&ai, not indeed beautiful or {paad, but intricate^ peocptexed, 
to use Mr. Price’s a^ropriate pbnee, pktur^ua The 
most ooDsidemble addition was tbat of tbe present Rector, vho, 
‘bmi^ a booldsh man,’ as the beadle was at the pains to inform 
Jeanm, to augment, perhaps, her reyetenoe for the person befmre 
whom she was to appear, had built a handsome library and 
parlour, and no less than Wo additional bedrooms. 

‘ nm would hae scrupled such e^)en8e,’ wntinued the 
paroohud officer, ‘ semng as thie liying mun go as it pleases Sir 
Edmund to will it ; but his Beyeremse has a canny bit land of 
his owiL and need not look on ^o sides of a penny.’ 

Jeanie could not help compariiw the irregular yet eztensiye 
and commodious pile of building before her to the ‘manses ' in 
hw own country, where a set of i>enurions heritors, professing 
all the while the deyotion of their liyes and fortunes to the 
Presbyterian establishment, strain their inyentions to discoyer’ 
what may be nipped, and clipped, and pared from a building 
which forms but a poor accommodation eyen for the present 
incumbemt, and, despite the superior adyantage of stone 
masonry, must, in the course of forty or ^y yeare^ again 
burden Weir descendants with an expense whicl^ once libemly 
and handsomely employed, ought to have fiieed their estates 
from a recurrence of it for more than a century at least. 

Behind the Rector’s house the ground sloped down to a 
riyer, which, without possessing the romantic yivarnty 
and rapidity of a northmn stream, was, neyertheless, by its 
occasional appearance through the rangra of willows and 
pop^rs that crowned its banks, a yery pleuing accompaniment 
to the landscape. ‘ It was the best trouting stream,^ said the 
beadl& whom the patimice of Jeanie, and especially the assur- 
ance Wat she was not about to become a burden to the parish, 
had rendered rather oommunicatiye — ‘ the best tronting staeam 
in all Inhcolnshire ; for when you got lower there was nought 
to be done wi’ fly-fishing.’ 

Turning asiifo fixim the principal entrance, he conducted 
Jeanie towards a sort of portal connected with the older part 
of We building, which was chiefly occupied by servimts, and 
^odWig at We door, it was opened by a servant in grave 
purple hvery, such as lotted a wealWy and dignified clergyman. 

‘ How dost do^ Tnmmas t ’ said We beadle ; ‘ and how ’s young 
Measter Staunton t ’ 

‘Why, but poorly — but poorly, Measter Stubbs. Are you 
wanting to see his Beverenoet’ 
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' Aj, ajr, ^mmaa ; ^leaae to I ha’ qd the toobj^ 

wtnoaa as oame to swnoe to-day with mad Madge Masdoucson: 
she seems to be a deoeatish koind o’ body; rat 1 ha’ adced 
her neyer a qaestion. Only I oan tell his ReTerenoe that ^ 
is a Scotchwoman, I judge, and as flat as Ihe fens of Holland.’ 

Tummas honoured Jeanie Deans with such a stare as the 
pamrared domestics of the rio^ whether spiritnal or tmnpiual^ 
usually esteem it part of their privilege to bestow upon the 
poor, and then desr^ Mr. Stubbs and his charge to stop in till 
he informed his master of their presence. 

The room into which he showed them was a sort of steward’s 
parlour, hung with a county map or two, and three or four 
prate of emment persons connected with the coimty, as Sir 
William Monson, James York the blacksmith of Lincoln, and 
the &mous Peregrine, Lord WiUonghby, in complete armour, 
looking as when he said, in the woi^ of the legend below the 
engraving — 

' Stand to it, noble pikemen, 

And face ye well about : 

And shoot ye sharp, bold bowmen, 

And we will keep them out 
liver-men, 

Do you prove true to me, 

I *11 be the foremost man in fight, 

Said brave Lord Willoughlwe.’ 

When they had entered this apartment, Tummas as a matter 
of course offered, and as a matter of course Mr. Stubbs a^pted, 
a ‘ summat ’ to eat and drink, being the respectable relics of a 

& on of bacon, and a whoU whiskin, or black pot, of suffiqirat 
3 ale. To these eatables Mr. Beadle seriously inclined 
himself, and (for we must do him justice) not without an invita- 
tion to Jeame, in which Tummas joined, that his prisoner or 
charge would follow his good example. But although she 
might have stood in need of refreshment, considering she had 
tasted no food that day, the anxiety of me momen^ hmr own 
sparing and abstemious habits, and a bashful aversion to eat 
in company of the two steangers, induced her to decline their 
courtesy. So she sate in a chiur aji^ while Mr. Stul^ 
rad Mr. Tummas, who had chosen to join his friend in omudd- 
eration that dimiw was to be put back till the afternoon s»* 
vice; made a hearly Inndieon, whufli lasted fra half an hran^ 
and mkht not dien have oonduded, had not his Beverraoe 
rang Im bdl, so that Tummas was obliged to attoad htesiae- 
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tir. Tl^ and no •oobk; to aare himwlf toe iabmur of a 
aoeond joataqr to to* otow end id toe lumse^ be amBomeed 
to y* leentor toe amral of Mm StiiUbe, wito to* otoet awd 
immaih aebetoeaeto derigneto Jeanie^ aa an event vlii<tohad 
josttaMaitotoet He retirawd vdto an order that lik. Stobbs 
and toe yovBig wonan aheohl be inataotly udraied an to toe 

libraqr- 

The boacfl* boitad ra. baste has last moothfiil of &t baeon, 
'watoed deen toe gre^ moiad irith the la^ rinsii^ oi toe 
pot of ale, and immeduub^ martoalled Jeanie toroa^ one or 
two totriaato paasages, wluto led firoax the aneifflit to toe more 
modem bmhfanga, into a handsome little hall, or ante-room, 
adjoining to toe Itoraiy, and out of which a gli^ door opened 
to toe lawn. 

'Stay here,’ said Stubbs, ‘till I tell his Reverenoe you ue 
oeme.' 

So saying, he opened a door and entered the library. 

Witoout wishing to hear their ccmversation, Jeanie, as she 
was oiroumstanceiC oo<ild not avoid it ; f<»r as Stubbs stood by 
toe door, and his Reverenoe was at the iq^r end of a large 
room, their oonversation was necessarily audible in the ante- 
room. 

‘So yon have brought toe young wcnnsn here at last, Mr. 
Stublto I expected you some time sinee. You know I do not 
wish such persons to remain in custody a moment without some 
inquiry into tomr situation.’ 

‘Very tnie^ your Beverence,’ replied toe beadle ; ‘ bat the 
young woman ^ sat nought to^d&y, and soa Measter Tummas 
did set ctewn a toap of dsi& and a morsel, to be sure.’ 

‘Tbmnas was very Mr. Stubbs; and what has become 

toe etosF most nn^rmat* brasg t ’ 

nq^ed Hb. Stnbbs, ‘1 did toink the si^ cat her 
would mrti TOK yew Bowereaee, and soa I did let hmr go her 
rmys Into to her moth^ who is in trouble in the next pturito.’ 

trouble 1 toat mgmfisa in prison, I sopposel’ said Mr. 
Staunton. 

truly ; sometoii^ like i^ aaa it bke your Bererenoe.’ 

‘Wiettoed, unhappy, mcorrigibfe woman 1’ wid toe dmgy- 
mait. ‘ And vdmt sort of person is this eompanioa of heist’ 

‘Why, dsoent enow, an it Itoa your Bevorono^’ said Stubbs ; 
‘fer aoi^ I sees of m, tosrn ’s no barm of bet, and she says 
she has cash enow to eatiy her out of tiie county.’ 

‘€ato! toat is always what yon toink oi, Stubba has 
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aeiise t— haa dbd heriritB!— --lias 4^ 
oareof harsdft’ 

^ Wbj^ yonr Eereienoe,' inpliad St»b^ mamat mg : 
I will be awofm she was not bom ai Witt^wa;^ mt €bmr 
Gibbs looted at her all Hie time of servio^ and be mm Hie 
ocHild not tom op a sbigle teson Vke a Ghiistiaii, ewea mooHi 
shehadMad^MindeolDmnteM bottten^astofeadmg 
hr hersdl, wky, dbe ’s a bit of a S^tchwoeKouiL year Bereraiei^ 
and they say ^ war^ iemot id them oan look o«tt for their 
own tom^ and Hie is deoently pot on anew, and not be- 
(^ooncbed lite t’other/ 

* Send her in here, then, and do you eemam bHow^ Mr. 
Stubbs.’ 

This oHloqu]^ had engaged Jeanie’s attention so dieeply that 
it was not unm it was that she observed that die sashed 
door, which, we have said, led from the ante-room into the 
garden, was opened, and that there entered, or rather was 
borne in by two assistants, a young man of a very pHe and 
sickly appearance, whom ttey fifted to the nearest conch, and 
placed there, as if to recover from the fotigue of an nnusual 
exertion. Just as they were makn^ this atrangerBent^ Stubbs 
came out of the library and summoned Jeame to enter ii She 
obeyed him, not without tremor ; for, besideB the noiralty of the 
situation to a girl of her secluded halnts, she felt aim as if 
the successful prosecution of her journey was to depend i^on 
the impression she should be able to mate on Mr. Staunton. 

It is true, it was difficult to suppose on what pretext a pmon 
travelling on her own business, and at her own charge could 
be interrupted upon her route. But the violent deter^^ ehe 
had abeaay undergone was sitifficient to Htow that there emsted 
persons at no great distance who had tiie interest, the indlinar 
tion, and the audacity forcibly to stop her journey, and ^e 
fHt the necessity of teving some eouBtenanee andprotedaon, 
at least till she should get b^ond Heir Teach. While these 
things passed through her n^o, much fester Han our pen and 
ink can record, or even the reader’s eye collect tho meaning 
of its traces, Jeanie found herselT in a handsceue library^ ana 
in presence of the Rector of Wilingfaam. The well-forstiahed 
presses and shelves which surrounded the large and handeom 
aputment contained more bcKitethan itenfeimagiiiad m^ in 
the world, being accustomed to considor as an extensivw oottee- 

^ A proverbial and punning expreMlen In that ooiuitp» to tnthnato that 
a forsoa is not rwT slaver. 
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itidn tm fir al^vee, eath about three fiset lo^ ^ch ooutaised 
her &ther'a treaaum Tolnmes, the whole pith and marrow, as 
he used somethDes to boast, of modem cUTinit^. An orrmy, 
^bes, a tdesoope, and some other sdenl^o implements oon- 
▼pjred to Jeanie an impression of admiration ana w<mdm^ not 
unmixed with fear; for, in her imoiant apprdiension, they 
seemed raihier adapted for mamosi purposes than any other : 
and a few stuffed animals (as ^ Rector was fond of natural 


histOTjO added to the impressive character of the abutment. 

Mr. Staunton e^ke to her witii great mildness. He observed 
that^ although her ap^rance at church had been uricommtm, 
and in strafe, and, he must add, discreditable society, wd 
calculated, upon the whole, to disturb the congregation during 
divine worship, he wished, nevertheless, to hear her own account 


of herself before taking wy steps which his duty might seem 
to demand He was a justice of peace; he informed her, as 
well as a clergyman. 

‘His honour (for she would not say his reverence) was 
veiy civil and kmd’ was all that poor Jeanie could at first 
bring out. 

‘Who are you, young woman!’ said the clergyman, more 
peremptorily, ‘and what do you do in this country, and in 
such company! We allow no strollers or vagrants here.’ 

‘ 1 am not a vagrwt or a stroller, sir,’ said Jeanie, a little 
roused by the supposition. ‘ I am a decent Scotch lass, travel- 
ling through the land on my own business and my own expenses ; 
and I was so unhappy as to fall in with bad company, and 
was stopped a’ night on my journey. And this puir creature, 
who is something light^heraed, let me out in the morning.’ 

‘ Bad company ! ’ said the clei^gyman. ‘ I am afraid, young 
woman, you mve not been sufficiently anxious to avoid them.’ 

*Inde^ sir,’ returned Jeanie, ‘I mve been brought up to 
shun evil conunnnication. But these wicked people were thieves, 
mid stopped me by violence and mastery.’ 

‘ l^ves ! ’ said Mr. Staunton y ‘ then you charge them with 
robboy, I suppose ! ’ 

‘No, sir: t^ did not take so much as a boddle firom me,’ 
answei^ Jeanie ; ‘nor did they use me ill, otherwise than by 


oonfiniim me. 

The obgyman inquired into the i»rtioalars of hw advoatore, 
which she told him finm point to point 
‘Ihis is an extradrdinaiy, and not a very probable; tale, 
young woman,' xesomed Mr. Staunton. ‘ Here ho 9 been, aooo^« 
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a I to your aooount^ a great yioleuee ocMumitted without any 
equate motive. Are jon aware of the law of this country — 
that if you lodge this ohiurge you will he bound over to prosecute 
thisgang?' 

Je^e did not understand him, and he explained ^at the 
English law, in addition to the inoonvenienoe sustained by 
persons who have been robbed or injured, has the goodness 
to entrust to them the oare and the expense of appearing as 
prosecutors. 

Jeanie said, Hhat her business at London was express; all 
she wanted was, that any gentleman would, out of Christian 
charity, protect her to some town where she could hire horses 
and a guide ; and, finally,’ she thought, ‘ it would be her fi^ther’s 
mind that she was not firee to give testimony in an English 
court of justice, as the land was not under a direct Glospel 
dispensation.’ 

Mr. Staunton stared a little, and asked if her father was a 
Quaker. 

* God forbid, sir,’ said Jeanie. ^ He is nae ^hismatic nor 
sectary, nor ever Seated for sic black commodities as theirs, 
and that ’s weel kend o’ him.’ 

* And what is his name, pray t ’ said Mr. Staunton. 

'David Deans, sir, the cow-feeder at St Leonard’s Craigs, 
near Edinburgh.’ 

A deep groan fi:om the ante-room prevented the Rector fix)m 
replying, and, exclaiming, ' Good God I that unhappy boy ! ’ he 
left Jeanie ^one, and hastened into the outer apartment. 

^ Some noise and bustle was heard, but no one entered the 
library for the best part of an hour. 



CHAPTER XXXIII 

Fantutie passion* maddemoff brawl t 
iLnd fldbama and terror over all 1 
Deeds to be bid wbidi were not hid. 

Which, all confused, 1 oonld not know 
Whether I suffer’d or 1 did, 

For all seem’d guilt, remorse, or woe ; 

Mj own, or others, still the same 
Life-etifling fear, soul-stifling shame. 

OOLKMPGK. 

D UEINO the interval while die was thus left alone, 
Jeanie anxiously revolved in her mind what coarse 
was best for her to pursue. &m wae hupatient to 
continue her foumertr, yet she feared she could not safely 
adventure to do so wnole the old hag and her asdstants were in 
the neighbourhood, without risking a repetition of their violenoa 
Sie thought jgdie could oollect from the conversation which she 
had pa ray overiieard, and also from the wild ccmfeesions of 
Mac^e WildSre^ that her mother had a deep and rewengeful 
motive fer obstructing her journey if possibla And from^om 
could she hope for assistance if not from Mr. Stauntonl His 
whole aroeaianoe and demeanour seemed to encourage her 
hopes, ms features were l^dsome, though marked with a 
de^ cast of melauoholy i his tone and lan^age were gentle 
and encouraging ; and, as he had served in toe army for several 
yew during his youth, his air retained that easy frankness 
wH^ is peculiar to the profession of arms. He was, besides, a 
minister of the Gk>spel ; and although a worshipper, according 
to Jeanie’s notions, in the court of the Gentiles, and so benight 
as to wear a surplice ; although he read the Common Prayer, and 
wrote down every word of his sermon before delivering it : 
and ^riiou^ he was, moreover, in strength of lungs, as well 
as juth ana marrow of doctrine, vastly inferior to Boanerges 
StormheavexL Jeanie still thought he must be a very different 
person from Curate EUtstoup and other pr^tical ^vines of her 
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fi^tbar’s earlier dm wbo used to get drunk in tfaeir canonical 
dress, and hound out the dragoons against the irondering 
Gameronians. The house seemed to be in sonie disturbance, hut 
as she could not suppose she ^together forgotten, she 
thought it better to remain quiet in the apartment where 
riie hM been left till some one should take notice of her. 

The first who entered wa^ to her no small delight^ one of 
her own sex^ a motherly docking aged person of a housekeeper. 
To her Jeame explained her situation in a few words, and begged 
her assistance. 

The dignity of a housekeeper did not encourage too much 
familiarity with a person who was at the rectory on justice 
business, and whose character might seem in her eyes somewhat 
precarious ; but she was civil, although distant 

‘ Her young master,’ she said, ‘had had a bad accident by a 
fall fi*om his horse, which made him liable to fiiinting fits ; he 
had been taken very ill just now, and it was impossible his 
Reverence could see Jeanie for some time ; but that she need 
not &ar his doing all that was just and proper in her behalf 
the instant he could get her business attended to.’ She con- 
cluded by offering to show Jeanie a room, where she might 
remain tul his Reverence was at leisure. 

Our heroine took the opportunity to request the means of 
adjusting and changing her dress. 

The housekeeper, in whose estimation order and cleanlmess 
ranked high among personal virtues, gladly complied with a 
request so reasonable; and the change of dress which Jeanie’s 
bundle furnished made so important an improvement in her 
appearance, that the old lady hardly knew the soiled and dis- 
ordered traveller, whose attire showed the violence she had 
sustained, in the neat, clean, quiet-looking little Scotchwoman 
who now stood before her. Encouraged by such a favourable 
alteration in her appearance, Mrs. Dalton ventured to invite 
Jeanie to partake of her dinner, and w^ equally pleased with 
the decent propriety of her conduct during tiie me^ 

‘Thou canst read this book, canst thou, young woman!’ 
said the old lady, when their meal was conduded, laying her 
hand upon a large Bible. 

‘ I haj^ sae, madam,’ said Jeanie, surprised at the question ; 
‘my &ther wad hae wantedmony a thing ere I had wanted 
schuling.’ ^ ^ ^ 

‘The better si^ of him, young woman. There are men 
here, well-tchpass m the world, would not want thdr share a 
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liHoeBlw titoTWiAiid that’s* time 

fa»an mnud ati tiieir ■poor oaildraa mad tine mle tram 
«nd to and. TaJee tium tiie book, timi, fer my otos ai« some- 
titbg dsied, and nad idioie t^ Hstest : it a &e only bode 
tiioa oaiist not iumpen vmmff in.’ 

Jeanie aras at mirtiiempitra to tmanp tiie panble of the 
good Samaritan, bnt her conscience chedcM her, as if it me a 
nse of Scrmtnre not finr her own eihfioation, bat to voA npoo 
the nnad at others for the relief of her worldly sfflioiaons ; and 
under this scrupulous sense of duty she selwtM, in prefnenoe, 
a diapter of the proihet Isaiah, and read it, notwithstanding 
her northern accent and tone, with a devout propriety ^ich 
greatly edified Mrs. Dalton. 

‘Ah,’ she said, ‘ an edl Scotchwomen were sic as thou 1 Bnt 
it was onr luck to get bom devils of thy country, 1 think, every 
one worse than t’ other. If thou knowest of any tidy like 
thyseh, that wanted a plaoe, and could bring a good character, 
and would not laiking about to wakra and mirs, and wore 
^oea and stockings all ^ day round — why, I ’ll not say^ bnt 
we mijht find room for hmr at the rectory. Hast no cousin or 
Bister^lass, that such an offer would suit i ’ 

This was touchiug upon a sore point, but Jeanie was spared 
the pain of raying by the entrance of the same man-servant 
she had seen before. 

^ Measter wishes to see the young woman from Sootiand,’ 
was Tummas’s address. 

‘Qo to bis Bevereno^ my dear, as iast as yon can, and ttil 
him aU yoxa sfxxn ; his BOTerenoe is a Irina man,’ said Mrs. 
Dalton. ‘ I will told dowii the lea^ and make yon a cup of tea, 
with some nioe muffin, against yon come down, and that ’s what 
you seldom see in Scotland, 

' Measter ’s wuting finr the young woman,’ said Tnmmas, 
inipatimi%. 

‘Well, Mr. Jack Sauce, and what is your business to pnt in 

S our oar ? And how often must I tell you to call Mr. Staunton 
is Beverenoe, eeeing as he is a dignifim clergyman, and not be 
meastBrn^, iBMSteriBg him, as if he were a Utue petty sqnire ? ’ 
As Jeanie was now at the door, and reac^ to accompany 
Tammae^ the ffiotman sud notimig till he got mto the passa^ 
whan he ainttered, '‘There are raoe masters tirau one in this 
hon^ and Ithink we shall have a mistress too, andDameDaltcm 
carries it thi».’ 

Tumasas lad the way throng a more intricate range 4^ 
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passages &aii Jeanie liad yet threaded, and izshered her into 
an aiMurtm^t ivhidL was darkened hj toe nlodng of most of 
toe window-toutters, and in which was a bed with toe onrtuns 
pai% drawn. 

* Here is the young woman, sir,’ said Tummas. 

‘Very well,’ said a voice toe bed, but not toat of his 
Reverence j ‘ be read^ to answer the b^ and leave the room.’ 

‘There is some mistake,’ said Jeanie, confounded at findliig 
herself in the apartment of an invalid; ‘toe servant told me 
that toe minister ’ 

‘Don’t trouble yourself’ said the invalid, ‘there is no mis- 
take. I know more of your affairs than &toer, and I can 
manage them better. Leave the room, Tom.’ The servant 
obeyed. ‘We must not,’ said toe invalid, ‘lose time, when we 
have little to lose. Open the shutters of that window.’ 

She did so, and, as he drew aside the curtain of his bed, the 
light fell on his pale countenance, as, turbaned with bandages 
and dressed in a nightgown, he lay, seemingly exhausted, upon 
the bed. 

‘ Look at me,’ he said, ‘ Jeanie Deans ; can you not recollect 
mel’ 

‘No, sir,’ said she, fall of surprise. ‘I was never in this 
country before.’ 

‘ But I may have been in yours. Think — recollect. I should 
faint did I name the name you are most dearly bound to loatoe 
and to detest. Think — remember 1 ’ 

A terrible recollection flashed on Je^e, which every tone 
of toe speaker confirmed, and which his next words rendered 
certainty. 

‘ Be composed — remember Muschat’s Cairn and the moon- 
light night ! ’ 

Jeanie sunk down on a chair, with clasped hands, and gasped 
in agony. 

‘Yes, here I lie,’ he said, ‘^e a crutoed snaka writhing 
with impatience at my incapacity of motion ; here I lie, when 
I ought to have been in Edinburgh, trying every means to save 
a life that is dearer to me than my own. How is your sister 1 
how feres it with her 1 — condemned to death, I know it, hy 
this time 1 0, toe horse that carried me safely on a thousand 
errands of folly and wickedness — that he should have broke 
down wito me on toe only good mission I have undertaken far 
years! But I must rein m my passion; my flame cannot 
endure it, and 1 have much to say. Give me some of tto 
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ixmliai wbidhi stods m isshh. Whv do you trmblet 
But you have too good causa Let it stand : I need it not’ 

Jeann^ however reluctant, approadbed nim with the cup 
into winch she had pou^ the omught^ and could not forbear 
saying, * There is a cordial for the mind, sir, if the wicked will 
turn ^m their transgressions and seek to the Physician of 
souls.’ 

^Silenoe!’ he said, sternly; ^and yet I thank you. But 
teU me, and lose no time in doing so, what you are doi^ in 
this country t Remember, though I have been your sister’s 
worst enemy, yet I will serve her with the best of my blood, 
and I will serve you for her sake ; and no one can se^e you to 
such purpose, for no one can know the circumstances so well ; 
so speak without fear.’ 

U not afraid, sir,’ said Jeanie, collecting her spirits. ‘I 
trust m God; and if it pleases Him to redeem my sister’s 
captivity, it k all I seek, whosoever be the instrument. But, 
sir, to be plain with you, I dare not use your counsel, unless 1 
were enabled to see that it accords with the law which I must 


rely upon.’ 

* The devil take toe Puritan ! ’ cried George Staunton, for so 
we must now call him. ‘ I beg your pardon ; but I am naturally 
impatient, and you drive me mad ! yfhAt harm can it possibly 
do to tell me in what situation your sister stands, and your own 
expectations of being able to assist her ? It is time enough to 
rerase my advice when I offer any which you may think im- 
proper. 1 speak calmly to ^on, though ’t is against my nature ; 
but don’t u^ me to impatience : it will only render me incap- 
able of serving Effia’ 

There was in the looks and words of this unhappy yoimg 
inan a sort of restrained eagerness and impetuosity, which 
seemed to prey upon itseli^ as toe impatience of a fiery steed 
fatigues it&eiS with churning upon the bit. After a moment’s 
consideratioiL it occurred to tfeanie that she was not entitled 
to withhold worn him, whether on her sister’s account or her 


owzL the account of toe fotal consequences of toe crime which 
he had committed, nor to i^eot such advice, bein^ in itself 
lawful and innooent, as he mi^t be able to suggest m toe way 
of remedy. Acoor(hngly, in as few words as she could express 
it, she told toe history of her sister’s toial and condemnation, 
and of her own journey as as Newark. He appear^ to 
listen in toe utmost agony of mind, yet repressed evepr violent 
symptom of emotion, whetoer by gesture or sound, which might 
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bave mtompted Ibe speaker, a&d, staretched m his <kmoh like 
^ Mexioan mcmidi on his of live coals, only the 
tions of ^ ohee^ and the qtdyeiii^ of his liinbs, gaye indka- 
tion of his sufferings. To much of what she said he listened 
with stifled groans, as if he were only hearing those miseries 
confirmed whose fatal reality he had known tefore ; but when 
^e pursued her tale through the circumstances which had 
interrupted her journey, extreme surprise and earnest attention 
appeared to succeed to the symptoms of remorse which he had 
before exhibited. He questioned Jeanie closely concerning the 
appearance of the two men, and the conyersation which she 
hw oyerheard between the taller of them and the woman. 

When Jeanie mentioned the old woman haying alluded to 
her foster-son — * It is too true/ he said ; ‘ and the source from 
which I derived food, when an infant, must have communicated 
to me the wretched — the feted — propensity to vices that were 
strangere in my own femily. But go on.* 

Jeanie p^sed slightly over her journey in company with 
Madge, hav^ no inclination to repeat what might be the effect 
of mere raving on the part of her companion, and therefore her 
tale was now closed. 

Young Staunton lay for a moment in profound meditation, 
and at length spoke with more composure than he had yet dis- 
played during their interview. ‘You are a sensible, as well as 
a good, young woman, Jeanie Beans, and I will tell you more 
of my story than I have told to any one. Story did I call it 1 
it is a tissue of folly, guilt, and misery. But take notice, 1 
do it because I desire your confidence in return — that is, that 
you will act in tibis dismal matter by my advice and direction. 
Therefore do I speak* 

‘ I will do what is ^fittii^ for a sister, and a daughter, and a 
Christian woman to do,* said Jeanie ; ‘ but do not tell me any of 
your secrets. It is not good that I should come into your 
counsel, or listen to the doctrine which causeth to err.* 

‘Simple fool!* said the young man. ‘Look at me. My 
head is not homed, my foot is not cloven, my hands £^e not 
garnished with talons ; and, since I am not the ve^ devil him- 
self what interest can any one else have in destroying the hopes 
with which you comfort or fool yourself t Listen to me patiently, 
and you will find that, when you have heard my counsel, you 
may go to the seventh heaven with it in your pocket, if you 
have a mind, and not feel yourself an ounce heavier in the 
ascent* 
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At bdag affiaevhrt M e^laaatraos ann% 

pnwfl^ «e must bem oidMTOur to oombaie into • distmot nu- 
ustare informatioo wbieh the invalid oommnnioated in a manner 
at (moe too dnanffitaa^d, and too mnch bioien by piuudon, 
to admit of our giving his pceciee words. Part of it, incbed, he 
read fi»m a mannsmipt, wfaioh he had ^haps drawn np {<a 
the information his rations after his decease. 

‘To maim my tale shiMrt — this wretched hag, this Maxur^ 
Mnrdoekson, was the wife of a &vourite servant of my &imw ; 
she h^ bera my nurse ; her husband was dead ; she re- 
sided in a cottage near this place : she had a dau^h^r who 
grew up, and was then a be^tiftd but very giddy girl ; her 
mother endeavoured to promote her marriage with an old and 
wealthy churl in the neighbourhood. The girl saw me fie- 
^nmitly^ she was funiliar with me, as our counexion semued 
to permit, and I — in a word, I wronged her cruelly. It was 
not so bad as your sister’s business, but it was sufficiently 
villainoas : her folly should have been her proteqtioiL Soon 
affira this I was sent abroad. To do my &ther justice, if I have 
turned out a fiend, it is not his &ult : he used the best means. 
T^en I returned, I found the wretched mother and daughter 
had ffiUeu into disgrace, and were chased from this country. 
My deep share in meir shame and misery was discovwed ; my 
&thw used very harsh language; we quarrelled. I left his 
house, tmd led a life of strange adventure, resolving never again 
to see my fether or my fiither’s hornet 

‘ And now comes the story ! Jeanie, I put my life into 3TOar 
hands, and not only my own life, whicfe, Glod knows, is not worth 
savings hut the happiness of respectable old man, and the 
honour of a femily of consideration. My love of low society, as 
such propensities as I was cursed with axe usually termed, was, 

1 thiiik, ^ an uncommon kind, mid indicated a nature which, 
if net depraved Iw early debauchery, would have been fit for 
better thmgs. I did not so much delight in the wild revel, the 
low hmnoui^ tiie unooiffined liberty of those with whom I 
assodated, as in the mint of adventure, presmoe of mind in 
perih and shaipnesa ot intellect which they displayed in jnose- 
eutd^ their maiaodings upon the revenue, or similar adven- 
tures.: Have you looked round this rectory t Is it not a' 

sweet and pkaeant retreat t ’ 

Jeanie, alumed at this sadden change of sulgeDt^ replied in 
theaffinmdiva. 

‘Weil] I wife it had been ten thousand fethoms uadn 
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gseoDidr 'iH^ ite oiia>dt4ajQdii^aDdtitbM,aad.aU tiuiti bolongB 
to HI Had it Bot liem for uH oniaad notar]ii, I dioaM tovi 
been, nmnitted to fellow the bent of my own inolinetHWiB 
and tbe professitm anne, and half the ooanM and addie« 
&at 1 bare diaplayed among smaei^brs and deer-etealtn 
wodd have seou]^ me an h^meabfie lank among my oon- 
temp<a^e8. Why did I not go abroad whw I left this bonae t 
Why ^d I leave it at dlf — why t Bat it eame to that point 
wiih me that it is madness to look back, and misery to look 
ferward.’ 

He paused, and Ihen prooeeded with more omnposare. 

‘ The chances of a wandering life brought me unhappily to 
Scotland, to embroil myself ki worse and more criminal actions 
than I had yet been concerned in. It was now 1 became ac- 
qumnted with Wilson, a remaricable man m his station of life — 
quiet, composed, and resolute, firm in mind, and uncommody 
strong in person, gifted with a sort of roug^ eloquence whion 
raised him above bis companions. Hitherto 1 had been 

As dissolute as desperate, yet througli both 

Were seen some sparkles of a better hope. 

But it was this man’s misfortune, as well as min^ that, not- 
withstanding the difference of our ra^ wd education, he 
acquired an extraordinary and fescinating influence over me, 
which 1 can only account for by the calm determination of his 
dmracter being sumrior to the less sustained impetuosity of 
mine. Where he led, I felt myself bound to follow and 
strange was the courage and address which he displayed in his 
pursuits. While I was engaged in desperate adventures, under 
so strange and dangerous a preceptor, I became acquainted 
with your unfiirtanate sister at some sports of the young 
people in the suburbs, which she firequented by stMlth 
hw ruin proved an interlude to the tragic scenes in iriutfe 1 
■wta now deeply engaged. Tet this let me say : the villaii^ 
was not prememtatod, and I was firmly resolvra to do her afi 
the justice which marriam could do, so socm as 1 should be 
aUe to extricate myself from my uidiaimy course of li^ and 
embrace some (me more suited to my bii^ I had wild vinims 
— visioim of conducting her as if to some poor rrtreat^ aud 
introduci^ her at <mce to rank and fortune she never dmaudi 
o£ A firieod, at my request, attempted a negotiation witii my 
fether, which was jurotraeted for some time, and renetwad at 
different iatervala At length,, and just wh» 1 oa^eoted my 
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jMbar’s (udoD, he Jeai^ W eome aieaia or otha my w&my, 
painted m erea ezagg«ntea ooloon, wUidt was, God IraowB, 
onoeoeasazy. _ He wrote sm a letter — how it found me out 1 
know not — inidooing me a sum of money, and disowning me 
for ever. 1 beoame desperate — 1 became fiantio — I iMdily 
joined Wilson in a pwilons smugging adventure in vdiidi we 
miscamed, and was willinglv blinded by his logic to ccmsider 
the robbery of the office oi the customs in Fife as a &ir and 
honouiaUie reprisal Hitherto I had observed a certain line 
in< my criminidity, and sto<^ free of assaults upon personal 
property, but now I felt a wild pleasure in disgracing mysdf as 
much as possible. 

‘ The funder was no object to me I abandoned that to my 
comrades, and only asked the post of danger. I remember 
well, that when 1 stood with my drawn sword guarding the 
door ahile they committed the felony, I had not a thou^t of 
my own safety. I wm only rneditating on my sense of snj^iosed 
WTong^ from my femily, my impotent thirst of vengeano^ and 
how it would sound in the haughty ears of the fomily of 
Willingham, that one of their descendants, and the heir-apparent 
of their honours, should perish by the hands of the hangman 
for robbing a Scottish gauger of a sum not eq^ to one-fifth 
part of the money I had in my pocket-book We were taken ; 
I expected no less. We were condemned ; that also I looked 
for. But death, as he approached nearer, looked grimly ; and 
the recollection of your sister’s destitute condition determin^ 
me on an effort to save my life. I forgot to tell you that in 
Edinburgh I again met the woman Murdockson and her 
daughter. She had followed the camp when young, and had 
now, under pretence of a trifling tr^o, resurned predatory 
halnt^ with which she had already been too fiuniliar. Our first 
meeti^ was stormy ; but I was liberal of what money 1 had, 
and j^e for^t, or seemed to forget, the injury her daughter had 
received. The unfortunate girl herself seemed hmrdly even to 
know her seducer, fer less to retain any sense of the mjniy she 
had received. Hw mind is totally ahenated, which, according 
to her moiher’s account, is sometimes the consequence of an 
nnfevourable confinement. But it was my doina. Here was 


another stone knitted round my nedc to sink me mto the pit of 
perdition. Every look every word of this poor oreatnr& her 
&lm spirita her imperfect recollections, her aUusicms to utings 
wUeh she had foigotten, but which ware recorded in my oon- 
spienoe, were stabs of a poniard. Stabs did I say t they were 
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wiiii hot pinem, and soaldkig the im wound with bom* 
iiig sw^or ; th^ wero to;;be endnx^ howoTer, and they mm 
endnxed. I letnxn to my priscm thompts. 

^It WES not the least misemble of them that your sirter’s 
time wpioa^ed. I knew her dread of you mid of her fiUhmr. 
She oit^ said she would die a thousand deaths ere 3 rou should 
know her shame ; yet her confinement must be provided Ibr. 

I knew this woman Murdookson was an infernal hag, but 1 
thouffht she loved me, and that money would make her true. 
She had procured a file for Wilson and a ^ring-saw for me: and 
^e undertook readilv to take charge of £me during her illness, 
in which she had skill enough to give the necessary assistance. 

I gave her the money whi^ my fiither had sent ma It was 
settled that she should receive ^e into her house in the mean- 
time, and wait for farther directions from me, when I should 
effect my escape. I communicated this purpose, and recom- 
mended the old hag to poor Effie by a letter, in which I recollect 
that 1 end^voured to support the character of Machpth under 
condemnation — a fine, gay, bold-foced ruffian, who is game to 
the last. Such, and so wretchedly poor, was my ambition! 
Yet I had resolved to forsake the courses I l^d b^ enp^ed 
in, should I be so fortunate as to escape the ribbet. My design 
was to marry your sister and go over to the West Indies. I hM 
still a consiaerable sum of money left, and I trusted to be able, 
in one way or other, to provide lor myself and my wife.^ 

^ We made the attempt to escape, and by the obstinacy of 
Wilson, who insisted upon going fimt, it totelly miscamed. 
The undaunted and sel^denied manner in which he sacrificed 
himself to redeem his error, and accomplish my esci^ from 
the Tolbooth Church, you must have heard pf : all l^tland 
rang with it It was a gallant and extraordinary deed. All 
men spoke of it ; all men, even those who most condemned the 
habits and crimes of this self-devoted man, praised the heroism 
of his friendship. I have many vices, but cowardice or wimt 
of gratitude are none of the number. I resolved to requite 
his generosity, and even your sister’s safety became a secondary 
consideration with me for &e time. To effect Wilson’s libera- 
tion was my principal object, and I doubted not to find the 
means. 

*Tet I did not forget Effie neither. The bloodhounds of 
the law were so close after me, tibat I dared not trust mj^self 
near any of my old haunts ; but old Murdoekson met me W 
appointment^ and informed me that your sister had ha]^^ 
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h«mddivmdef!a>be^. I dialled tbs iiw to keep hm^palKnt’8 
jKiad earn; and let bw anoit for noduBg titot Bumev could pm- 
clu«& and I retreated to Fifo, wbere, saneag my old aaaoou^ 
of WikoE^agaiii^ I hid myaalf m tiiose pki^ of oomtealment 
dbne the meB engai^ in lhat detperate trade are need to fold 
aeoority for IliemsmTea and tiieir nnousttw^ good& Men 
adio are duobedient both to homan and divine laws are not 
aiwajrs inaensdde to the dums of eootane and gmieroaity. We 
vmn a«Hxied that foe md^ of Edinbaii^ stnmglv moved with 
tim harddiip of Wfoam’s eitnataon and the gallantry of his 
ocndnett wonld back any bdd att^pt that nug^t be made to 
reaone b™ even from the foot of foe gibbeh Deq)erate as foe 
attempt seemed, noon my declaring mvself ready to lead foe 
<maet tm the gnara, I foond no want of followers who engaged 
fo stand by me, and retamed to Lothian, soon foUowM by 
emne steady aasooiateB, prepared to act whenever foe oooasion 
misht require. 

U have no doubt I should have reseued him from ^ very 
noose foat dangled over his he^’ he oontinued with animataon, 
which seemed a flash of the interest which he had taken in 
«adi exploits ; * but amongst other precautions, foe magistrates 
had taken one — suggested, as we afterwards learned, by foe 
unhappy wretch Portoous — which effectually disccmocurted my 
measormk They anticipated by half an boor foe ordinary 
period exeout[(Hi; and, as it had been resolved ^ongst us 
foat^ for fear of observation from foe officers of justi^ we 
should not show ourselves upon the street until foe time of 
action approached, it followM foat all was over before our 
attempt at a rescue cmnmenced. It did oommaiee, however, 
and I gmned foe scaffold and cut foe rope with my own hand. 
It was too late ! The bold, stout-hearted, generous criminal 
was no mora^ and vwi^^eutoe was ah foat remained to us — a 
vengeance, as I then thought, doubly due from my hand, to 
whom Wifoon had pven life and liberty when he oould as easily 
have seonred his own.’ 

*0, 1 !^’ said Jeuiie, ‘chd foe Soriptuxe never (xme into 
yomr miad, “Vengeance is mine, and I will repay it”f’ 

’SmiptVTO ! why, I had not opened a BiUe for five years,’ 
answered Staunton. 

‘ Wae’s me, rirs,’ said Jeanie, ‘and a numster’s scm too ! ’ 

‘It is netuial for yon to say so; vet do not utteirapt 
me, bat let ma finaih my most aeoumea history: The beast, 
Pofteoas, ifoo kept firwg on foe people kog after it had ceased 
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to be neoeaauy, beoome Ha olgeot of tbesr hatrad tax bsvi^ 
overdone bis duly, and of auae Ibir haviog done ^ too em 
We — that is, I aira die other deteinuiied mends of Wilson •>- 
lesohred to be sven^ ; but oantion vas neoessaty. 1 duMig]^ 
I had been marked by one of the officer^ mid thoraforo oon- 
tinned to lurk about the vidnil^ of Edinburgh, but mthout 
daring to venture rrithin Ihe rralls. At lengw I visited, at 
the hazard of my life, the place where I hoped to find my 
fiitnre wife mid my son ; they were both gone. Dame Mim- 
doekson informed me that^ so soon as Effie heard of the mis- 
cstriage of the attempt to r^ue Wilson, and the hot pursuit 
after me, die fell into a Inain fever; and that being one day 
obliged to go out on some necessary business and leave her 
alone, she had te^en that opportanily to escape, and ^e had 
not seen her since. I loaded oer with reproaches, to which she 
listened with the most provokuig and cwous composure ; for 
it is one of her attributes that, violent and fierce as she is 
upon most occasions, there are some in ^ich she shows tiie 
most imperturbaUe calmness. I threatened her with justice ; 
she said I bad more reason to fear justice than she had. I felt 
she was right, and was silenced. 1 threatened her with venge- 
ance ; she repli^ in nearly the same words, that, to ju(^ 
by injuries received, I had more reason to fear her vengeance 
than she to dread mine. She was again right, and 1 was left 
without an answer. I flung myself from her in in<Egnati<Hij 
and employed a comrade to make inquiry in the neighbourhoM 
of St. Leonard’s concerning your sister; but ere 1 received 
his answer, the opening q^uwt of a well-scented terrier of 
law drove me from the vicinity of Edinburgh to a more distant 
and secluded place of concealment. A secnet and trusty emis- 
sary at length brought me the account of Porteous’s condemna- 
tion, and of your sister’s imprisonment on a crimuud charge ; 
thus astounding one of mine ears, while he gratified the other. 

* I again ventured to the Pleasance — again chafed Munloch- 
son with treachery to the unfortunate Effie and her child, though 
1 could conceive no reason, save that of appropriating uewh^ 
of the money I had lodged with hm*. xour narrative thrmmt 
light on thi^ and shows another motive, not less powerM 
b^nse less evident — the desire of wteal^ig vengeance on ^ 
seducer her daughter, the destroyer at tmce of her tesisoB: 
and reputation. Gmt Gkid ! how I wish that, instead' of ^ 
revenge she made choice of she had delivared me np to ^ 
cordl ' 
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' f Bat K^t aoDoaDt did the instdied wcmaa give of BBe 
mA the tMtimI ’ said Jeaoie^ who, during this long and agitat- 
ing nanatiTe, had finaneaa and diaoemment enough to keep 
her ejre m Ba<di points as might throw light on W sister^s 
misfortunes. 

'She woold give ncmV said Stannton ; 'she said the motimr 
made a moonlight flitting from her house, with the in&nt in 
ho* anns ; that she had never seen either of them sinw that 
the lass might have thrown the dbild into the North Loch or 
tibe Qnany Holes, for what she knew, and it was like enough 
shehadihmeso.’ 

'And how came you to believe that she did not speak the 
&tal truth Y ’ said Jeonie, trembling. 

' Because, on this second occasion, 1 saw her daughter, and 
1 undeistoM from her t^t, in ^t, the child had been re- 
moved (MT destroyed during the illness of the mother. But 
all Imowledge to be got from her is so uncertain and indirect, 
t^t I could not collect any fortber circumstances. Only the 
(^bolical character of old Murdockson makes me augur the 
worst’ 

' The last account agrees mth that given bj my poor suter,’ 
said Jeanie ; ‘ but gang on wi’ your ain tale, sir.’ 

'Of tins I am oertmn,’ said Staunton, ‘that Effie, in her 
senses, and wiih her knowledge, never iiyared living creatura 
But uniat could 1 do in her exculpation Y Nothing ; and there- 
fore my whole thoughts were turned towards her safety. I 
was under the cursed necessity of suppressing my feelings 
towards Murdockson : my life was in the hag’s hand — that 
I oar^ not for ; but on my life hung that of your sister. I 
epdce the wretw foir; I appeared to confide in her; and to 
me, BO &r as I was personally concerned, she gave proofo of 
extraordiaaiy fiddity. 1 iras at first uncertain what measures 
I ought to adopt for ]roar sister’s liberation, when the general 
rage emnted among the citizens of Edinburgh on account of the 
reprieve of Porteous, suggested to me the daring idea of 
foromg the jail, and at once canyiog off your sister firom tiie 
dutdhee of the law, and bringing to condign punishment a 
miscaeant who had tormented tim unfiirtonate Wilson even 
in tito hour (ff deaths as if he had been a wild Indian taken 
cwtive W an hostile tribe. I flu^ myself among the multi- 
tude in w miHneat of formentaticm ; so did others among 
Will’s mat^ who had, like me, beffii disappointed in the 
hope <ff glutting their tsyee with Porteous’s exemition. All 
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was oigaiiiaed^ aiid I was i^osen the ci^taizu 1 Idt oot — 
I do not now fed — oomponotion fer what was to be doMi and 
has since been executed.’ 

* 0, God forgive ye, sir, md bring ye to a better sense of 
your ways ! ’ exclaimed Jeanie, in horror at the avowal of such 
violent sentiments. 

‘Amen,’ replied Staunton, ‘if my sentiments are wroim. 
But I repeat that^ although willing to aid the deed, I co^ 
have wisned them to have chosen another leader; because I 
foresaw that the great and general duty of the night would 
interfere with &e assistance which I propo^ to render 
1 gave a commission, however, to a trusty friend to protect hmr 

a place of safety, so soon as the fetal procession had left the 
jail But for no persuasions which I could use in the hurry of 
the moment, or which my comrade employed at more length, 
after the mob had taken a different dire^on, could the un- 
fortunate girl be prevailed upon to^ leave the pi^n. His 
arguments were all wasted upon the infetuated victim, and he 
was obliged to leave her in order to attend to his own safety. 
Such was his account ; but perhaps he persevered less steaMy 
in his attempts to persuade her than I would have done.’ 

‘ Effie was right to remain,’ said Jeanie ; ‘ and I love her the 
better for it.’ 

‘ Why will you say so ^ ’ said Staunton. 

‘ You cannot understand my reasons, sir, if I should render 
them,’ answered Jeanie, composedly ; ‘ they that thirst for the 
blood of their enemies have no taste for the well-spring of life.’ 

‘My hopes,’ said Staunton, ‘were thus a second time dfe- 
appointed. My next efforts were to bring her through her 
trial by means of yourself How I urged it, and where, you 
cannot have foigottom I do not blame you for your refos^ ; 
it was founded, I am convinced, on principle, and not on in- 
difference to your sister’s fete. For me, judge of me as a man 
frantic ; I knew not what hand to turn to, and all my efforts 
were unavailing. In this condition, and close beset on sB 
sides, I thought of what might be done by means of my femily 
and ^eir influence. I fled mm Scotland ; I reached this place ; 
my miserably wasted and unhappy appearance proourM nm 
from my fether that pardon whi(m a parent finds it so hard to 
refi^ even to the most undeserving son. And here 1 have 
await(^ in anguish of mind, which the condemned criminal 
might envy, the event of your sister’s trial’ 

^mthout taking any st^ for her relief!’ said Jeania 
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the kgt I ho^ her oaM teno^^ 

and it is eouy two days $moe that the &tal tidings 
leaohed me. My resolution was instantiy taken. I moanted 
myh^athonew^ thepnrpoi^of making the utmost haste to 
London, and tiiere compounding with Sir Bobert Walpole for 

£ ur sister’s safety, by surrendering to him, in tim person of 
s heir of the m^y of Willii^nam, the notorious Geoirn 
Bbbmison, tiie aooomplioe of Wilson, the breaker (rf the td- 
bootii prison, and the well-known leader of the Porteous nmh.’ 
^But woula that save mv sister 1 ’ said Jesmie in astonishment. 
‘It would, as I shouldf drive mjr bargain,’ said Staunton. 
* Queens love revenge as well as their subjecta Little as 3 rou 
seem to esteem it, it is a poison which pleases all palates, from 
the prince to the peasant. Prime mmisters love no less the 
TOwer of pleasing sovereigns by gratifying their passions. The 
nfe of an obscure village girl ! Why, I might ask the best of 
the crown-jewels for laving the head of such an insolent con- 
spiracy at the foot of her Majesty, with a certainty of being 

S atified. All my other plans have failed, but this could not. 

eaven is just, however, and would not honour me with making 
this vduntwy atonement for the injuiv I have done your sister. 
1 had not rode ten miles, when mv norse, the best and most 
sure-footed animal in this country, fell with me on a level piece 
of road, as if he had been struck by a cjmnon-shot. 1 w^ 
greatly hurt, and was brought back here in the condition in 
whidk you now see ma’ 

As young Staunton had come to the conclusion, the servant 
opened the door, and, with a voice which seemed intended 
rather for a signal than merely the announcing of a visit, said, 
* His Reverence, sir, is coming up-stairs to wait upon you’ 

‘For God’s sake, hide yourselii Jeanie,* exclaimed Staunton, 
‘in that dbrcosizm-closet 1 ’ 

‘No, mr,’ said Jeanie ; ‘as I am here for nae ill, I canna take 
tire di^e of hiding my^ll £rae the master o’ the house.’ 

‘Rat, good Heavens ! ’ exclaimed George Staunton, ‘ do but 
consider ’ 

he could complete the sentence, his fother entered the 
apartment. 



CHAPTER XXXIV 


And now, will paidon, eoinf<»t, kindnem, draw 
The youth from vice f will honour, duty, law ? 

Orabkb. 

J EANIE arose from her seat and made her quiet reverenoe 
when the elder Mr. Staunton entered the apartment His 
astonishment was extreme at finding his son in suoh 
connmiiy, 

^ I perceive, madam,’ he said, ‘I have made a mistake re- 
specting you, and ought to have left the tadc of interrc^fating 
you, and of righting your wrongs, to this younj^ man, with 
whom, doubtless, you have been formerly acquainted.’ 

‘It’s unwitting on my part that I am here,’ said Jeanie; 
‘ the servant told me his master wished to speak with ma’ 
‘There goes the puiple coat over mv ears,’ murmured 
Tummas. ‘ D — ^n her, why must she nee<is speak the Mth, 
when she could have as well said anything else she had a mind t ’ 
‘Cteorge,’ said Mr. Staunton, ‘it you are still, as you have 
ever been, lost to all self-respect, you might at least have 
spared your &ther, and your miher’s house, such a disgraoefril 
scene as Ihis.’ 

^ ‘ Upon my life — upon my soul, sir I ’ said Oeorge, throwing 
his feet over the side of the bed, and starting from his recum- 
bentpostura 

‘Your Hfe, sir!’ interrupted his fsther, with meknoholy 
sternness — ‘ what sort of life has it been 1 Your soul 1 ates ! 
what regard have you ever paid to it ? Take care to leferm 
both ere offering either as pledges of your mnoerit^.’ 

‘On my honour, sir, you do me wrong,’ answered Oeotge 
Staunton ; ‘ I have beem aH that you can call me that’s bai^ 
but in ^6 present instance you dome iogustice. By my honotmt 
you do I ’ ^ 

‘Your honour ! ’ said Us fisthmr, and turned from him, with a 
loch of the most upfhraiding oont^pt^ to Jeania ‘ Fr^ 
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jonne woman, I naithor aak nor expect any exi^bnatum ; bat^ 
ae a mlbor alike and as a oleigyman, I request yoor departaie 
from tiiis boose. If yoor romantic stoiy^ nas be^ other thim a 
pretext to find admission into it — whid^ firom the society in 
which yoo first appeared, I imy be permitted to doubt — you 
will find a justice of peaM within two miles, with whom, more 
proTOiiy than with me, you may loc^ your complaint’ 

‘1108 shall not be,’ said Oeo^e Staunton, sttuting up to his 
fiset ’ Sir, you are naturally kind and humane ; you shall not 
become cruel and inhospitable on my account out that 

eavesdropping rascal,’ pointing to Thomas, ‘and get what harts- 
horn droTO, or what better receipt you have against hunting, 
and I wul explain to you in two words the connexion betwixt 
this young woman and me. She shall not lose her fair char- 
acter through ma I have done too much mischief to her finnily 
already, and I know t(ra well what belongs to the loss of huna*^ 

‘ Leave the room, sir,’ said the Rector to the servant ; and 
vhen the man had obey^, he carefWy shut the door beh^d 
him. Then addressing nis son, he said sternly, ‘ Now, sir, what 
new proof of your in&my have you to impart to me 1 ’ 

Toong Staunton was about to speak, bnt it was one of those 
moments when those who, like Jemiie Seans, possess the advan- 
tage of a steady courage and unruffled temper, can assume the 
Bupenorify ovot more ardent but less determined spirits. 

‘Sir,’ she said to the elder Staunton, 'ye have an undoubted 
right to ask your ain son to render a reason of his conduct 
But respecting me, I am but a way&ring traveller, no ways 
obligated or indebted to you, unl^ it be ror the me^ of meat, 
whi^ in my ain ooimky, is willingly gien by rich or poor, 
aocordiuK to their ability, to those who need it ; and for wnii^ 
forbye that, I am willing to make payment if I didna tbint it 
would be an afiront to offer siller in a house like this, only I 
dinna ken the feshions of the country.’ 

‘ This is all very well, young won^,’ said the Rector, a good 
deal surprised, and unable to oopjeoture whether to impute 
Jeanie’s lauiguage to simplicity or impertinence — ‘ tlds may ^ 
all veiy weU, but let me bn^ it to a point Why do you 
stop this young man’s mout^ and prevmt his communicating 
to nis &ther and his best friend an explanation, since he says, 
he has on^ of drcumatanoes which seem in themsdves not a 
little suspicions t’ 

‘He may tdl of his ain affinrs what he likes,’ answered 
Jeanie; ‘ but my fimily and fijends havenaeti^^ tohaecmy 
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itoiee told ane&t them without Iheir ei^reas hud, 

as they oanua be here to qpeak for themselves, 1 eatr^ 
wadnaask Mr. George Bob — 1 mean Staimton, or whatever ms 
name is — ony questions anent me or my : for I mauu be 
free to tell you, that he will neither nave the bearii^ of a 
Christian or a gentleman if he answers you against my express 
desire.’ 

‘ This is the most extraordinary thing I ever met with,’ said 
the Beotor, as, after fixing Us eyes kei^y on the placid yet 
modest countenanoe of Jeanie, he turned mem suddmy upon 
his son. * What have you to say, sir t ’ 

*That I feel I have been too hasty in my promise, sir,' 
answered Gfeorge Staunton. ‘1 have no title to ma^e any 
communications respecting the affairs of this young persona 
fiunily without her assent^ 

The elder Mr. Staunton turned his eyes firom one to the 
other with marks of surprise. 

* This is more, and worse, 1 fear,’ he said, addressing his son, 
^ than one of your firequent and disgracefid connexions. I in- 
sist upon knowing the mystery.’ 

‘I nave already said, sir,’ replied his son, rather sullenly, 
* that I have no title to mention the affairs of this young woman’s 
femily without her consent’ 

* And I hae nae mysteries to explain, sir,’ said Jeanie, ‘ but 
only to pray you, as a preacher of tee Gospel and a gentleman, 
to permit me to go safe to tee neict public-nouse on tee Lunnon 
road’ 

‘I shall take care of your safety,’ said young Staunton; 
*you need ask teat favour firom no one.’ 

*l)o you say so before my face?’ said tee justly incensed 
feteer. ‘Perhaps, sir, you mtend to fill up the cup of dist 
obedience and profligacy by forming a low and disgraceful mat- 
ria^ t But let me bid you bewcm.’ 

uf you were feared for sic a thing happening wi’ me, sir,’ 
said Jeanie, * 1 can only say, teat not for all tee land that Im 
between tee twa ends of the rainbow wad I be tee woman teat 
should wed your soa’ 

‘ There is something very singular in all this,’ said tee elder 
Staunton ; * follow me into tee next room, young woman.’ 

‘ Hear me speak first,’ said tee young man. ‘ I have but 
<me word to say. I confide entirely in your prudence ; t^ mj 
feteer as mute or as little of these matters as you will, heahw 
know neiteer more nor less fix>m me.’ 

vanvn-— SS 
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m^meA. into amm*B fa« wirmiii aiok doim m the eoadi, 
eriba mri w A iridi tb* eome be had wuiBqgone. He left tin 
inaiteeat» and ^Moie Mowed bun, Qeeaige ghnaatoa xaisuin 
lunseifa* rite' paeaed the dborwaf, aai picmoiuicing the word 
‘Bameubarl’’ m a tone aa momto^ aa it wae ntterad hy 
CSiarleB I upon the scaffold. The eldw Staunton led the way 
oAnaandHiHalonz^ aodriint rite door. 

*¥oaag woauH^’ nid ‘there is someritkiff in yoor ftoe 
aadappeaxaiioe tm uuuin both erase and rimpuoity, and, if I 
am not deceived, innocence also. Should it he oriierwise» 1 can 
raly 8a|^ yea axe the most acetm^liriied hypocrite 1 have ever 


r aek to know no seeret that you have unwillingness to 
di*uil|^ least of ril those wlii<^ ooncem my son. Ifis conduct 
has mven me too much unhappiness to permit me to hope 
comtest or sarisfikcrion ftom him. If yon ue snrii as I suppose 
vou, believe me, that whatever unhappy oironmstaaoes may 
nave eoniteoted you with 0eoige Staunton, the sooner you break 
them throoi^ the better.' 

‘I think I understand your meaning, sir,’ replied Jeanie; 
‘ and as ye are sae ftank as to speak o’ tbs young gentlramn in 
sio a mvi I masb needs my tw it is but the secrad time of 
my speamng wi’ him in our lives, and what I hae heard ftae 
hnn on these twa occasions has bera such that 1 never widi to 


hear the like agam.’ 

‘Ihen it is year tool intentkm to leave this part of the 
country, and proceed to London } ’ said the Eector. 

‘Certainly, rir : for I may say, in one senses that the avenger 
of blood is behind me ; and if 1 were hot assimed against mis- 
cMef by tiie way——’ 

*1 hava maoe inquiry,’ said the rietgjmaa, ‘aftm the sue- 
piaoas <haiiMftHS yon desorSted. They MKre ^ riirir place of 
rendesvous ; hut^ as they nuqr he harki^ in the nei^ihouihood 
and a» you say yen have- special season to amrrimd violenoe 
fiom tliera, 1 wril {mt yon. undte the (hotge <na steady peraon, 
who will mtsot you as ftw as Stanford, and see yan into a 
li^t coach, which from thence to Lon<km.’ 

‘A ooaeh: k not the ISse of me, air,’ aaid Jeank^ to whom 
the ide» of w staga^eoash was ankaown, as, indeed, they went 
then oi^ used in rim neighbourhood of London. 

Mk Stennton hrkfiy eqdatned rimt foe would frad that 
mo& of cenvayanoa ssara ooaBaodkos, cheaper, apd nmre sale 
rium travelling <m hotsebarin e spB e esed her gntkndw 
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80 madi einglmess of famt, lliat lie tni mdtioad te«sk 
bet vbetber she wanted the peraoiaiy Hkeexui of {ooeoei^&g 
her jonm^. She thanked ium, but said she had aumgh for 
Iwr pvupose ; and, indeed, die had husbanded her stodk idtii 
gtmt care. This reply served also to remove s(nne doubts, 
which naturally enough still floated in Mr. Staunton’s mind, 
respecting her character and red purpose, and satisfied him, 
least, ^t money did not enter into her sdieme of dece^on, 
if w impostor she should prova He next requested to Imow 
what part of the city she wished to go to. 

‘To a very decent merchsmt, a cousin o’ my a Mrs. 
Gllass, sir, tnat sells snuff and tobacco, at the sign o’ the 
Thistle, somegate in the town.’ 

Jeanie communicated thiH intelligence with a feding that a 
connexion so respectable ought to give her consequence in tiie 
eyes of Mr. Staunton j and she was a good d^ surprised when 
he answered — ‘ And is this woman your only acquaintanoe in 
London, m jr poor girl 1 and have you really no bettm knowledge 
where she is to be found 1 ’ 

* I was gaun to sw the Duke of Ai^l^ forbye Mrs. Glass,’ 
said Jeanie j ‘ and if your honour thimcB it would he best to go 
there first, and get some of his Grace’s folk to show me my 
cousin’s shop ’ 

‘Are you acquainted with any of the Duke of Argyle’s 
people 1 ’ said the Rector. 

*No, sir.’ 

‘ Her brain must be something touched after all, or it would 
be impossible for her to rely on such introductions. Wdi,’ 
^d he aloud, ‘I must not inquire into the cause of your 
journey, and so I cannot be fit to give you advice how to 
manage it. But the landlady of the house where the ooach 
stops is a vei^ decent person ; and as I use her house some- 
times, I will j^ve you a lecommradation to her.’ 

Jeame thanked him for his kindn^ with her best courtesy, 
and said, ‘ That with his honour’s line, and ane frcnn wmthy 
lurs. fficherton, that keeps the Seven Stars at Tork^ the did 
not doubt to be well taken out in Lnnnon.’ 

‘ j^d now,’ smd he, ‘ I presume you will be desirous to sdr 
out immediately.’ _ 

‘ H I had bera m an inn, sir, ot any suitable resting-phMML* 
answered Jeanie, ‘I wad not have presumed to use tiie Loi^ 
day fim travelBi^; but as I am on a journey of msngr, I fot»i 
dry dtnhg so will not be imputed.’ 
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* Yoa tmy, if wti oiho<MW^ letmain viiA Mis. Dalton fin* the 
emning ; Imt 1 aemte yon win harre no farther ooneqKmdoioe 
irith my son, irho is not a propmr ooonsdlor for a peison of 
yoor age, nhateTer your difficmties nmy be.’ ^ 

‘Toot honour speaks ower faruly in that,’ said Jeame; ‘it 
vas not with my will that I spoke wi’ him lost now, and — not 
to wish the gentlmuan ony tning but gnoe — I never wish to 
see him between the sen again.’ 

‘If TOu please’ added the Beotor, ‘as you seem to be a 
aetioasly-disposed young woman, you may attend fiunily wor- 
ship in the bw this evening.’ 

^ thank your honour,’ said Jeanie ; ‘but I am doubtful if 
my attendance would be to edification.’ 

‘ How ! ’ said the Rector ; ‘ so young, and aln^y unfortunate 
enough to Wve doubts upon the duties of religion t ’ 

‘Grod fiirbid, sir,’ replied Jeanie; ‘it is not for that; but I 
have been br^ in the &ith of the suffering remnant of the 
Presb'^rian doctrine in Scotland, and I am doubt^ ff I can 
lawfully attend upon your &ehion of worship, seeing it has 
been testified against by manv precious souls of our mrk, and 
specially by my worthy mther.^ 

‘ Well, my good girC’ said the Rector, with a good-humoured 
smile, ‘ fiu: be it from me to put any force upon your conscience ; 
and yet you ought to recollect that the same mvine grace dis- 
pen^_ its strems to other kingdoms as well as to Scotland. 
As it is as essential to our spiritual as water to our earthly 
wants, its springs, various in cnaiacter, yet alike efficacious in 
virtue, are to be found in abundance throughout the Christian 
world,’ 

‘Ah, but,’ said Jeanie, ‘though the waters maybe alike, yet, 
with your worship’s leave, the messing upon them ma^ not be 
equal. It would have been in vain for Naaman the Syrian leper 
to have bathed in Fhaiphar and Abana, rivers of Damascus, 
when it was only the waters of Jordan that were sanctified for 
the cure.’ 

‘ Wdl,’ said the Rector, ‘ we will not enter upon the great 
debate betwixt our national churches at present. We must 
endeavour to satisfy you that at least, amongrt our errors, we 
preserve Christian cmuity, and a desire to assist our brethren.' 

^ He then ordered Mt& Dalton into his presmoe,^ and con- 
signed Jeanie to bar particular charge^ with directions to be 
kmd to her, and with assurances that, early in the morning, a 
trusty guide and a good horse should be ready to oondnot on 
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to Stamford. He ^lea took a serious and digm&dt feA kkd 
leave of her, wiriun^ her foil soooess in the oUeots of im 
journey, whiw he said he doubted not were laudanle, from the 
soundness of thinMng which she had displajred in oonvexsation. 

Jeanie was again oonduoted by the hou^eeMr to her own 
apartment But the evening was not destinea to pass over 
without frirther torment from joung Staunton. A ^per was 
sUpped into her hand by the fiuthfdl Tummas, which intimated 
his young master’s desire, or rather demand, to see her instantiy, 
and assiu^ her he had provided^ against interruption. 

*Tell your young ma!^r,’ said Jeani^ openly, and regard- 
less of a3l the winks and si^ by whi^ Tuinmas strove to 
make her comprehend that Mrs. l)alton was not to be ad- 
mitted into the secret of the corre^ndence, ^that I promised 
frdthfdlly to his worthy fother that I would not see him again.’ 

‘ Tumm^’ said Mrs. Dalton, ‘ I think you might be much 
more creditably employed, considering the coat you wear and 
the house you live in, than to be carrying messages between 
your young master and girls that chance to be in this house.’ 

* Why, Mrs. Dalton, as to that^ I was hired to carry messages, 
and not to ask any questions about them : and it ’s not for the 
like of me to refuse the young gentleman’s bidding, if he were 
a little wildish or so. If there was harm meant, there ’s no harm 
done, you see.’ 

‘However,’ said Mrs. Dalton, ‘1 gie you feir warning^ Tum- 
mas Ditton, that an I catch thee at this work again, his 
Eeverenoe shall make a clear house of you.’ 

Tummas retired, ab^hed and in dismay. The rest of Ihe 
evening pas£^ away without W 3 rthing wormy of notice. 

Jeame ei^oyed the comforts of a ffood bed and a sound 
sleep with grateful satis&ction, after the perils and hardships 
of me preying day ; and such was her fotigue, that she 
slept soundly until six o’clock when she was awakened by 
Dalton, who acquainted her that her guide and horse 
were ready and in a^ndance. She hastily rose, and, after 
her morning devotions, was soon ready to resume her tovds. 
The motheny care of the housekeeper had provided an early 
breakGsist, and, after she had partaken of this refreshment^ ehe 
found herself safe seated on a pillion behind a stout Lmcoln- 
shire peasant^ who was, beside^ armed with pistols, to pro- 
tect her agidnst any violence which might be off^ed. 

They tradged on in silence for a mile or two along a counfacy 
road, which conducted them, by hedge and gateway, into ^e 
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pCBW^dl , » Httle bci^ond C hapth a in . At length her 

piaster of the km luiked Iksr ivleiiier her same not Jean, 
or Jaoe^ Seans. She aQs;wered in the sffinnatiT^ with some 
sni^im ‘Then here ’s a tit of a note as oonoenis yon,’ stid 
^ man, handing it omi his left dionlder. ‘It’s from yoni^ 
mastmr, as 1 jndg^ and every man ahont Willingham is &in 
to nleauire him either finr love or fear: fiir he’ll omne to be 
hurabtd at latrt^ let them say what they li^’ 

Jeanie kroke the aeal of the note^ whidb was addressed to 
her, and read as follows : — 

‘Yon rriiise to see ma I suppose yon are shocked at my 
chaiaoter; hnt, in painting mys^ such as I am, you should 

? *ve me credit for my simserity. I am, at least, no hypocrite. 

on refuse, however, to see me, and your conduct may be 
natural; bat is it wise! I have expressed my anxiety to 
repair ^ur aster’s misfortunes at the expense of my honour 
—my frunily’s honour — my own life; and you think me ^ 
deha^ to be admitted even to sacrifioe what I have remaining 
of honour, fame, and life in her cause. Well, if the offerer be 
despised,, the victim is still equalk at hand ; and mihaps there 
may be justice in the decree of Heaven that I shall not have 
the mdtmcholy credit of appearing to make this SMrifice out of 
my own free good-wilL You, as you have declined my con- 
currence, must take the whole upon yourseE Ho, then, to the 
Duke of Argyle, and, when other argummts frdl you, ^ him 
yon have it in your ^irer to bring to condign punishment the 
most active consiurator in the Fortmus mob. He will hear yon 
on this topic, diould he be deaf to evmy other. Make your 
own torms, for they will be at your own making. You know 
where 1 am to be found ; and you may be assured I will not 

E 've you the dark side of the hill, as at Muschat’s Gmm : 1 
ive no thoughts of stirring from the house I was bom in: 
like the hare, I shall be womed in the seat 1 started from. I 
rnieat it — make your ovrn terms. I need not remind you to 
aw your sister’s life, for that yon will do of course ; but make 
terms of advanta^ for yourself ; ask wealth and reward — ofiBoe 
and income for Butler — ask anything yon will anything, 
and all frnr dtiiverii^ to the hands of the executioner a man 
most deserving of his office — one idio, thou^ young in years, 
is old in wickedness, and vdiose most eam^ deske is, after 
the storms of an unquiet life, to sie^ and be at rest.’ 

This extraorffinaiy fetter was subseEribed with the ii^aafe 
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Jflioie iwd it AMT <Nm <)r #mpe ipait iiUA 

tiw dow pace of tko iione^ m he etallnd hbcsai^ a itoep kna, 
enabled her to <do «illi keiih^. 

When ahe had peneed due billefe, h« inten^eptoent ens 
to tear it into ae email pieoea aa poeaibk and cuapeiaa thwe 
pieoM in Hie air by a tow aA a time, eo that a dooMnent eoB> 
taining eo periloas a eeceet mi^ not toll inte any other per- 
scm’s hand. 

Tim qaestion how in, in point of ewtiraiauly, the wasontitM 
to save her sister’s life by saorifieing that of a persen wh), 
though gnihy towards the state, had done her no iqiniT, fcraed 
the next earnest and most painful subject of oonsideratkm. 
In one sense, indeed, it seemed aa if denoiinoing the guilt of 
Staunton, toe eanse (h her sister’s enron and misfortunes, would 
hare been an act of just, and even providential, retxtoution. 
But Jennie, m toe strict aid severe iaud of morality in which 
toe was educated, had to ^oon^a not only the general atpeot 
of a proposed action, but its justness and fitness in relation to 
toe actor, before she could be, acoording to her own phrase, 
foee to enter upon it What ri^t had she to make a barter 
between toe livee of Stauntmi and of Effie, and to saorifioe the 
one for the safety ei toe other t His goSt — that |nihi for 
which he was amei^le to toe laws — wae a oxime agamit ^ 
public indeed, but it was not agtoist her. 

Neither did it seem to her that his toare m the deato of 
Porteons, though her mind revolted at toe idea of nsk^ videnoe 
to any one, was in toe rdation of a common murder, againat 
toe perpetrator of which eve^ one is called to aid the pnb^ 
magistr^ That violent action was Uended with raaOTOunnim* 
stanoas which, in the eyas of those in Jesnie’s rank of lifi^ 
if they did not altogetoer deprive it of toe chaiaotmr of 
gniltk softened, at le^ its most atiomous featnies. flw 
anxiety of toe government to obtain oonviotion of some of tha 
(lenders had bnt^ served to inowase the pitolio feeling which 
eoanected the aotien, thon^ violent and irregular, into toe 
idnof ancient nstiaBid indepmdenea. The rigorous prooe^hne 
adopted or pnmosed against toe oity of Edinbm|^ toeanainit 
meteopolis of Seotlaiid, ton errtanwinalT enpoptw and toitoh* 
ofoim measnie of oompdiuig toe Soettisn ekigy, ooBtcai7 to towor 
pchidples sard sense of <n^, to pronnlgato from toe fmi^ 
toe rewaid ofifored for the disoovety of toe perpetraters of ton 
slaughter, had protoused on toe mibHo stina tM Mpente mn- 
flequenoes from what were int en a ed ; end Jeaaie fi» oobm* 
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wboBvvr ehoiild lodge inf<»aiel3on ocmoetning tiiat erentt 
Mud tot wbatBoeror poipoee it miglit be dme, it iroiild be ecm- 
ndered as an act ot treascm the independeaoe of Soot- 

laad. With tl^ &aatioism of fheSoottish Prasbytemiis th^ 
ms abrays muuded a glow of i^tional feelhig, and Jeania 
itemUedat theiom of her name being handed down to posterity 
with that of the ‘ &ase Monteath,’ and one or two others, who, 
having deserted and betrayed the cause of their oountiy, are 
damned to perpetual remembrance and execration among its 
peasantry. Yet, to part with Effie’s life once mor^ when a 
word spoken might save it, pressed severdy on the mind of her 
affectionate sistw. 

‘ The Lord support and direct me ! ’ said Jeanie, ‘ for it seems 
to be His will to try me with difficulties &r beyond my ain 
stroDgth.’ 

^ While this thought passed t^ugh Je^e’s mind, her guan^ 
tired of sUence, began to show k>me inclination to be communi- 
cative. He seemra a sensible, steady peasant, but not ^vini^ 
more ddicaoy or prudence than is coi^^on to those in ms 
situation, he^ of course, chose the Willingham ffimUy as the 
subject of his conversation. From this man Jeanie learned 
some particulars of which she had hitherto been ignorant, and 
which we will briefly recapitulate for the information of the 
reader. 


The &tlmr of George Staunton had been bred a soldier, and, 
during service in the West Indies, had married the heiress of a 
wealwy planter. By this lady he had an only child, George 
Staunton, the unhappy young man who has been so ofls^ 
mentioned in tl^ narrative. He passed tiie first part of his 
early youth under the charge of a doting mother, and in the 
sooi^ (ff negro slaves, whose study it was to gratify his every 
caprice. Ks fotiier was a man of worth and sense ; but, as he 
ahme retained tolerable health among the officers of <he regi- 
ment he banged to, he was much en^^ed with his duty. 
Besi^ Mts. ^unton was beautiful and wilful, and ergoyra 
but delicate health ; so that it was difficult for a man of affisc- 
titm, humanity and a quiet dhqKisition to stnumle with her 
<m the pomt m her over-indulgence to an only oMd. Indeed, 
what Mr. Staunton did do towards counteracting the baneful 
effects of his wife’s system, only tended to render it more 
pmnicious; fcnr every restraint imposed on the boy in his 
nther's presence was compensated by treble Uoenim during his 
t^mooa. So that Gecoge Staunton acquired, even in <ffiil<uood, 
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the hi^it of Tegarding hk &iher as a rigid eensor, fipam whose 
sei^erity he was desirous of emAuripating himself as soon mi 
absolutely as possible. 

When he was about ten years old, and when his mind had 
reoeiyed all the seeds of those evil we^ which afterwards grew 
apace, his mother died, and his &1hier, half heart-broken, re- 
turn^ to England. To sum up her imprudence and uinustifi- 
able indulgmioe, she had contrived to place a considerable part 
of her fortune at her son’s ezdnsive control or disposal ; in 
consequent of which management Gborge Staunton had not 
been long in England till he leamed his independence, and how 
to abuse it His &ther had endeavoured to rectify the defects 
of his education by placing him in a well-regulat^ seminary. 
But although he showed some capacity for learning, his riotous 
conduct soon became intolerable to nis teachers. He found 
means (too easily afforded to all youths who have certain ex- 
potations) of procuring such a command of money as enabled 
him to anticipate in boyhood the frolics and follies of a more 
mature age, and, with tnese accomplishments, he was returned 
on his &toer’s hands as a profligate boy, whose example mi/rht 
ruin a hund^. 

The elder Mr. Staunton, whose mind, since his wife’s deatib, 
had been tinged with a melancholy which certainly his son’s 
conduct did not tend to dispel? had taken orders, and was 
inducted ^ his brother, Sir William Staunton, into the fisunily 
living of Willingham. The revenue was a matter of conse- 
quence to him, for he derived little advantage from the estate 
of his late wife ; and his own fortune was that of a younger 
brother. 

He took his son to reside with him at the rectory ; but he 
^n found that his disorders rendered him an mtoleraUe 
inmate. And as the young men of his own rank would not 
endure the purse-proud insolence of the Creole, he fell into 
that taste for low society which is worse than ‘ pressing to 
death, whipping, or hanging.’ His &ther sent mm abroad, 
but he only r^umed wii^r and more desperate than b^re. 
It is true, this unhappy youth was not without his good 
qualities. He had lively wit, good temper, reckless generosity, 
and mannm which, while he was under restraint, might pass 
well in society. But all these availed him noth^. He was 
so well acquainted with the tur^ the gaming-table, the coi^^ 
pit, and every worse rendezvous of folly and dissiparion, that 
nis mother’s fortune was spent before ne was twenty^me, and 
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l»^4Noa» iiiftandudMtaaB. Bm flMr }7 faist^ mar be 
«eMt«AMl4n dwwnds^f am Jwmd, when 4eHorihing 
a Bunilar ohamotor : — 

„ td is his own c«n^ 

B« tibeom Kfroof nigiut, and truth antra. 

Tha soUY dhiaaaa waa to ita ctiiia eome, ' 

Ha int ahoatd and tfara al^jBMd hia horae j 
A»d trha ha idtoat « Twahond to bi^ 
Btvadahiaabamahiagloi7i 'lllbeCtaer 


' yak 'tis ^ 
hnrowt ^fot ne 


be^ usaat «a he has it’ 

^ Tktae of psofoio generosity, by ubich, indeed, they 
tibeogeelTes ace dueouy advanta^^ is readily admitted 
% kba vulgar as a doak &r maoy sms. 

it Btymford our heroine was deposited in safety by her 
eommunicative guide. She obtained a place in the coach, 
wh^ although termed a light one, and accommodated with no 
Unrar than aiz horses, only reached London on the afternoon 
of the second d^. The recommendation of the elder Mr. 
Staunton proonrea Jeanie a civil recration at the inn where 
the oanaage stcqqied, and, by the aid of Mrs. Bickerton’s corre- 
jmondent, she fei^ out her friend and relative Mrs. Glass, by 


on Measter Qecage, too,' oontbmd the 
IS an open hand, and winna let a poor 



CHAPTER XXXV 


Hj name is Argyle, you may well think it atrange. 

To live at the court and never to dmnge^ 

JBaUad. 


F ew names deserve more honourable mention in the history 
of Scotland, daring this period^ than that of John Duke 
of Aigyle and <}re6nwicL His talents as a statesmsm 
and a soldier were generally admitted ; he was not without ambi- 
tion, but ^ without the illness that attends it ' — wilhout that 
inegulari^ of thoi^ht and aim whieh often excites great men, in 
his peculi^ situation (for it was a very peculiar one), to grasp 
the means of raising themselves to power at the risk of throwing 
a kingdom into comusion. Pope has distinguished him as 



He was alike free from the ordinary vices of statesmen, 
hood, namely, and dissimulation ; and from those of waniors, 
inordinate and violent thirst after self aggrandisement. 

Scotland, his native comitry, stood at this time in a very 
precarious and doubtful situation She was indeed united to 
Inland, but ^e cement hi^ not had tiiM to acquire consists 
enoe. The irritation of ancient wrongs still subsi^d, and be- 
twixt the fi^^iful jealousy of the Scottish and the superciUous 
disdain of the quaiiels repeatedly occurred, in the 

course oi whmh the natic^ league, so im{K)rtaot to the safety 
of bc^ was in the utmost danger of being dissolved. Snotleud 
had, besides, the disadvantage of be^ divided into 
fscticms, whidi hated each other Utterly, and widted but a 
si|^ to faieak forth into action. 

lU eueh iAicumstanoes, another man, with the talents and 
rank of Aigyle, but wi^out a mind so hi^pilj related, wou^ 
have soim^ to rise frcuu the earth in the whirlwind, and direet 
its fury, chose a course xnore safo and luoze hwooiaS^ 
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Soariiffi abore tiw petty distmeticnis of feeiaon, his voioe was 
xaised, wo^er in office or oppositioi^ ffir those measures idiioh 
were at once just and lenimit His high military talents enabled 
him, doting the memorable year 1715, to render snoh services 
to We house of Hanovm^ as, perhapa were too great to be 
mWer acknowledged or repaid. He had employed too, his 
utmost infloenoe in softening the consequences of that insur- 
rectaon to the unfortunate gentlemen whom a mistaken sense 
of loyalty had engaged in We affair, and was rewarded by the 
esteem and affection of his oountay in an uncommon degree. 
Iliis pmularity with a discontented and warlike people was 
Bupposea to be a subject of jealousy at court, where the rower 
to become dangerous is sometimes of itself obnoxious, though 
the indination is not united with it Besides, the Duke of 
Atgyle’s independent and somewhat haughty mode of expressing 
himself in Parliament and acting in public, were ill calculated 
to attract royal ffivour. He was, therefore, always respected, 
and often employed ; but he was not a &vourite of Gleorra the 
Second, _ his consort or his ministers. At several different 
periods in his life, the Duke might be considered as in absolute 
disgrace at court although he could hardly be said to be a 
declared member of opposition. This rendered him the dearer 
to Scotland, becMuse it was usually in her cause that he incurred 
the displeasure of his sovereign ; and upon this very occasion of 
the Porteous mob, the animated and eloquent opposition which 
he had offered to the severe measures which were about to be 
adopted towards the city of Edinburgh was the more gratefuUy 
received in that metropolis as it was understood that We Duke’s 
inteiposition had given personal offence to Queen Caroline. 

His conduct upon this occasion, as, indeed, that of all We 
Soott^ membms of We legislature, wiW one or two unworWy ez- 
oe^ons, had been in We highest degree spirited. The popular 
ti^tion concerning his reply to Queen Caroline has been given 
already, and some segments of his speech against We Porteous 
HU are stiU remembmed. He retorted upon We ChanceUor, 
Lord Haidwicke, We insinuation Wat he had stated himself in 
this case raWer as a puty tlum as a judge. ‘1 appeal,’ said 
A^le, ' to We House — to the nation, if 1 can be j nstly branded 
wiW We in&my of being a jobber or a partisan. Have I been 
a briber of votes — a buyer of borougbs — We agent of corrup- 
tion tor any purpose, or on behalf of any ps^ 1 Conmder my 
lift, examine my actions in We field and in We cabinet, and 
see where Were lies a blot Wat can attach to my honour. 1 
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h»Te sho'wii myself tim firiei^ of my ootmtiy, the solgect 
of my king. I am leady to do so again, tnthont an insts^'s 
regard to ^ frowns or smiles of a ooort I have ei^aieiioed 
both, and am prepared with indiffiuenoe £nr eitiier. I ham 
given my reasons for opposmg this biU, uid have made it 
appear that it is repugnant to tne intematicaial treaty of union, 
to the liberty of Scotland, and, reflectively, to that <h England, 
to common justice, to common sense, and to the puUic intocesL 
Shi^ the metropolis of Scotland, the capital of an independent 
nation, the residence of a long line of monarchs, by whom that 
noble city was graced and dignified — shall such a city, for the 
&nlt of an ob^re and unmown body of rioters, be deprived 
of its honours and its privileges, its gates and its guards! 
and shall a native Scotsman tamely behold the havoc t 1 glory, 
my lords, in opposing such unjust rigour, and reckon it my 
dearest pride and honour to stmd up in defence of my native 
country, while thus laid open to undeserved shame and uiynst 
spoliation.’ 

Other statesmen and orators, both Scottish and English, 
used the same arguments ; the bill was gradually stripped of its 
most oppressive md obnotious clauses, and at length ended in 
a fine upon the city of Edinburgh in &vour of Porteous’s widow ; 
so that, as somebody observed at the time, the whole of thm 
fierce debates ended in making the fortune cd an old oookmidd, 
such having been the good woman’s original cavity. 

The court, however, did not forget the baffle they had re- 
ceived in this afiair, and the Duke of Aigyle, who had con- 
tributed BO much to it, was thereafter considered as a person in 
disgrace. It is necessary to place these circumstances under 
the reader’s observation, both oeoanse they are connected with 
the preceding and subsequent part of our narrative. 

The Duke ^ alone in his study, when one of his gentlemmi 
acquainted him that a country-girl fiom Scotland was desirons 
of speaking with his Gfrace. 

‘ A country-girl, and finm Scotland I ’ said the Duke ; ‘ what 
can have brou^t the silly fool to London 1 Some lover {nessed 
and sent to sea, or some stock sunk in the Sontii Sea frmds, or 
some such hopeful concem, 1 suppose, and then nobody to man- 
age the matter but MaeOallummora Well, this same popda^j|g( 
has its inconveniences. Efoweter, tiiow our ooan4a7‘‘Men^ Jill 
Archibald ; it is ill iBomwBs tq k^ her in 
A jcmag wtonun of twtlMr bw atetazob 
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iMttuM teniMi -mf modasis aad pleaung in ei^naBakn, 

tbovgli aua-bttfBtt aomeirllit finclded, aad^not possessi^ t^KoIat 
WAS iMbwed into the s^eiKfid Mhsry. £Bie wore toe 
toarton ^aid of her eotratiy, wi^jnsted so re paray to oorer her 
head^ aad pattiy to fidl faim over her shoulders, A quantity 
hair, <Htyioaed wito great einrelieity and ireataesa, appeared 
la Ront of her round am good'homoured fu», to tduto toe 
soleBanty of her orend, and her aoise oi toe Duke’s rank and 
importae^ gave an appearance of deep awe, but not of slavish 
feat or toittered hrehrafn^. The rest of Jeune’s dress was in 
toe stole of Scottish maidens of her own ckun, hat arranged 
wito that serupnlons attention to neatness and deraliness which 
we eAea find united wito that purity of mind of which it is 
a aatiual emhlmn. 

She stopped near the entrance of the ro(»a, made her deepest 
reveranee^ and crossed ter hands npon hw bosom, without utter- 
iiqf a tylkMe. The l^ke of Awfie advanced towards her; 
mid if she admired his gtaisefiil oeportment and rich dress, 
deemated wito the orders whidi had been desmvedly bestowed 
on hrrai his courteous manner, and quick and intdligent cast of 
eounteBunee, te, on his part, was not leas, or Ices deservedly, 
stiuto with toe quiet siraplmty aad mode^ expressed in the 
dr es s, mannersj and oountenanoe of his humme countrywoman. 

' Did yon wito to speak wito me, my bonny lass t ’ said the 
DnkcL using toe enoouxaging epitoet vtoito at imoe aeknowl- 
edgwtoe connexion botwixt toem as country-folk; ‘<r did you 
wito to see the Dwhess 1 ’ 

*'My kMunosB is with yomr honour, my L(»d — I mean yonr 
lioidtoty’s €h» 0 s.’ 

'And what is it, my good girl ? ’ said the Duke, in tte saaae 
mild and oocooxagiag tone of voio& Jeanie looked at tte 
attendfuit. ‘ Leave us, Archibald,’ said toe Duke, ‘ and wait in 
tte' aato-ioom.' domestie retired. ‘And now sit down, 
my good bus,’ asdd the Duke ; * take your teeato^take yonr 
tme^ and tto me what you have got to say. I guess by your 
dsom you- sure just oome up from poor Scotiand Mdyouoome 
ton stsusts in your tartan plaid t’ 

‘Ko^ toi^’ midJoanio; *a friend orenght me in ane o' thdr 
stmt snaom-^-n very deeete wnnao,’ added, her ooungO 
inmwaainf as too became fomiliarwito tte som^ of km own 
voioariasutonpresenQe; ‘your Lordtoip’sGawolmiB her: it’s 
Mrs. 6laa%attte8i^o’^Thmtl&’ 

*^%my wurtoy mu^dusarehamt ! I havo ateays a toto wito 
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Mm CSms when I emiAaM Seotoh Ugb-Aie^ 
you bualttem tty omay waauan : toM muI t£iB» }Wt now, 
no oml’ 

‘Your honou — I beitT*^ Levd^tt’o paodon, I mm ym 
Gteaoe,’ — for it most be notieed tint mis matter of ad d fo arom 
the 1^ bis appn^ittte titie bad been anzioo^ immloatea 
apoa Jeaaie by her ftieod Mm Gbum in whose eyes it was a 
matt» of sudi importaaoe ilMit her last words, as Jesnm left 
tbeooadtw^ ‘Mmdto say year Qraoe'; aadJeanie, wbohad 
soaioe ever in her life spoke to a person at Ugd^er quality than 
the Xiaiid of Jhimbiedikss, fennd great d^ulty in aartanging 
her language according to the rules of ceremony. 

l%e Duke, who saw bw embeitrasaiiMn^ ssult with bis usual 
affidnlit^, ‘ Neror mind my Graoe, lassie ; just speak out a plain 
tale, md show you have a Sootoh tongue m ywr head’ 

* Sir, I am muokle obUged. Sir, I mn tiie sister of that poor 
unfortunate criminal, Effie Deans, who is ordered fer execution 
at Edtabai]^.’ 

*Ah I ’ said the Duke, ‘I have heard of that unbapu e/boi^, 
I think — a case of child-murder, under a spedai Act of Farlia- 
smt. Duncan Forbes mentioned it at (Snner the other day.’ 

‘And I was come up frae the north, sir, to see what could be 
done fer her in the way of getting a leprreve or parttao, sir, (ht 
the Uke of that’ 


‘Alas ! my poor girV said the Duke^ *you bays made a long 
and a sadpoura^ to very littie pnipose. Your sister is- orcfered' 
for exeontiou.’ 

‘But I am jgiven to undostand that there is In ferrepriey- 
ing her, if it is in king’s pleasum’ mid Jeanm 
‘Gettainly then is,’ sonl the Dolra; ‘but that is pudy in 
the king’s breast The crime has been but too common ; the 
Scotch ixown-lawyers think it is ri^t thsre sheuld he an 
enam|io. Ihmi toe late dhsorchm in Edkbaqd^ have erndted. 
a prejudice in goyemment against the nation at large, which 
thu thii^ can only be matured by meaeares of intumdstimi 
ana seyeri^ What ugument have you, my poor gid eie^ 
the wannth of your wsteriy affection, to offer against w thii'f 
WfaaA is yeut tttetedf Wast ftirads haye you at oeuxtt’ 
‘Noim exc^tang €tod end yefur Chcae^’ said ^sanie, atffi 
hemig hu grouid' seaeliitel^, howeeer. 

*iUas t ’ sasd the DuliMi * 1 ecwd dimt say with dd CktM^ 
that there could not be say eheee mfe mne e wae smeDw* ww 
kii^ and ministms. It iea md pen of eer Mtn ali Mii , yei^ 
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mMD of the eitaatioti of aum in droniBBtaaoes 
— that pahlio ascribe to them infloonoe which they do net 
pomess; and that individuals are led to expect from them 
asristai^ which we have no means of rendering. Bat otmdoor 
and plam dealing is in the power of every on& and I most not 
let yoa imagine you have resoaroes in my influence which do 
not exis^ to mahe your distress the heaviw. 1 have no means 
of averting your sister’s &te She must die.’ 

* We must a’ die, sir,’ said Jemiie ; ‘ it is our common doom 
for our Other’s transgression; but we shouldna hasten ilk 
other out o’ the world, that’s what your honour kens better 
than me.’ 

‘ My good young woman,’ said the Duke, mildly, * we are all 
apt to blame the law under which we immediately sufiOT ; but 
you seem to have been well educated in your line of life, and 
you must know that it is alike the law of Gh>d and man that 
the murderer shall surely die.’ 

‘But, sir, Effie — that is,' niy poor sister, sir — canna be 

E roved to be a murderer ; and if she be not, and the law take 
er life notwithstanding^ wha is it that is the murderer &en t ’ 
‘I am no lawyer,’ said the Duke; ‘and I own I think the 
statute a very severe one.’ 

‘ You are a law-maker, sir, with your leave ; and therefore 
ye have power over the law,’ answered Jeanie. 

‘Not in my individual capacity,’ said the Duke; ‘thoiwh, 
as one of a lai^ body, 1 have a voice in the legislation. But 
that cannot serve you ; nor have I at present — 1 care not who 
blows it — so much personal influence wi^ the sovereign as 
would entitle me to aw from him the most insignificant &voar. 
What could tempt you, young woman, to address yourself to 
me?’ 

‘It was yoursell, sir.’ 

‘Mysdf t ’ he replied. ‘I am sure you have never seen me 
before.’ 

* No, rir ; but a’ the world kens that the Duke of Argyle is 
1^ oount^s friend ; and that ye fight for the r^ht, and speak 
for the right, that there ’s nane like you in our present 
Israel, and so they that think themselves arranged <u»w to 
refuge unda your shadow; and if ye' mama, stir to save the 
blood of an innocent countrywoman -of yourain, what idiould 
we e 3 q)eot Southrons and strangers ? And maybe 1 had 
ano^mr reason for trouMing vour hcmour.’ 

'And what is that f’aslM the Duka. * 
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‘ I bae pndei^xtod &(»b fittiier tbat jom iMnoi^a bowse, 
and eapedally TOUT ffodenie and hia &ther,lud<kwQ^lMW KvaB 
<811 tbe scaffold in 9ie peneoatisg time. And mj fiklAar was 
hoaonied to gie his testimoDy baith in the oi^ and in the 
^oty, as is specially mentionra in the hooks of Peter [Pstrkk] 
Walker, the packman, that yonr honoar, I daresay, ke^ imr he 
uses midst putly the westland of Scotland. And, sir, there 'a 
ane that takes concern in me that wished me to gang to yonr 
Otace’s presence, for his gndesire had done your giadous gode* 
sire aoiae good tom, as ye will see £rae these Mpers.’ 

With these word^ she deUvered to the Duke the little paxod 
which die had received from Butler. He opened it^ and m the 
wvelope read with some sniprise, ‘ Muster-im of toe men serv- 
ing in toe troop of that godly gentleman. Captain Salatoiel 
Buigtezt— ;-Obadiah Muggleton, Sin-Dei^ise Double-knock, 
Stand-&st-in-fidto Gipps, Tum-to-toe-nght Thwadc-away. 
What toe deuce is this ? A list of Piaise-God Barebones’ 
Parliament, I think, or of old Noll’s evangelical army ; that 
last fellow should understand his whedings, to judge by hk 
name. But what does all this mean, my girlt’ 

* It was toe other paper, sir,* said Jeame, somewhat abashed 
at the mistake. 

‘0, this is my unfortunate gnmd&toer’s hand sure enough: 
" To all who may have friendship for the house of Aigyle, toese 
are to certify that Benjamin Butler, of Monk’s regiment of 
dragoons, having been, under God, the means of saving my life 
^m four English troopers who were about to slay me, 1, hav- 
ing no other present means (ff recomprase in my power, do give 
him this acknowledgment, hoping that it may be usefol to him 
his during these troublesome times : and do comure my frimds, 
tenan^ kinsmen, and whoever will do aught tor me, either in 
toe His^lands or Lowlan^ to protect and asmst the said Ben- 
j^in wtler, and his friends or femily, on thdr lawfel ocoa- 
aimis, giving tomn such countenance, maintenanoe, and snp^y 
aa may correspond wito the benefit he hath bestowed on me. 
Witness my himd — LoBin.” 

*inus is a strong injunction. This Beigamin Butier wns 
TOUT gwd&toer, I suppose t Ton seem too yoni^ to haw 
iwai nis dau^tw.* 

*He was nae akin to me, dr ; he was giaad&ther to aaa— 
to a neighbour’s son — to a dnoere wed-witoer (ff 
icospiag her little emirtesy as die ^poka. 

VOL.vn — 24 ..... 
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*0, 1 ondetstead,’ said the Duke —‘a trne-loTS afUr. He 
was uw KiandsiTe of one yon are «igaged to t ’ 

* One 1 UMB engaged to, sir,* said Jeanie^ ^hing ; ‘Imt this 

pa haro y bnsineBS of my poor sister ’ 

* Wfaatl ’ said the ]>aK& hastily ; ‘he has not deserted yon 
<» that aooonnt, has hot* 

* No, sir he wad be tiie last to leave a frimid in difficnltiea* 
said Jeanie ; ‘bnt 1 mann think for him as weel as for myselL 
He is a clergym^ air, and it wonld not beseem him to marry 
the like of me, wi’ this disgrace on my kindred.’ 

‘ Ton ate a sin^lar yonng woman,' said the Dnke. ‘ Ton 
seem to me to think of every one before yonrsel£ And have 
yon really come np from Edmbnrgh on root to attempt this 
n<^ess solicitation for yonr sister’s life!’ 

‘It was not a’thegitfaer on foot, sir,’ answered Jeanie; ‘for 
I sometimes got a cast in a waggon, and 1 had a horse from 
Ferrybridge, and then the coach ’ 

* Well, never mind all that,’ intermjpted the Dnke. ‘ What 
reason have yon for thinking yonr sister innocent t ’ 

‘Beoanse she has not been proved gnilty, as will appear 
from looking at these papers.’ 

She put into his hand a note of the evidence, and copies 
of her sister’s deolaratioiL These papers Butler had procur^ 
aftOT her demutnre, and Saddletree had &em forwarded to 
lj<mdon, to Mrs. Glass’s care ; so that Jeanie found the docu- 
ments, BO necessary for supporting her snit, lying in readiness 
at her arrival 

* Sit down in that chair, my good girl,’ said the Dnke, ‘ until 
I dance over the papers.’ 

She obeyed, and watched with the utmost anxiety each 
change in his conntenance as he cast his eye through the 
TM^iers bri^y, yet with attention, and makmg . memoranda as 
he went along. After reading them hastily over, he looked 
up, and seemed ateut to spei^ yet changed his purpose, as if 
atmd of committing himself by giving too hasty an opinion, 
and read over again several passages '^oh he hw maAed as 
being most im^rtanl All this he did in shorter time than 
can be sepposed by men of ordinary talents ; for his mind 
of that aonte wd ptenetoating character which discovers, with 
the glance intnitiom what foots bear on the particnlar mint 
that (hanoes to be snojected to consideration. At length he 
to^ after a lew minntes’ deep refieotion. ‘ Tonng woman,’ 
saidhe^ ‘yonr aster’s case mnstoertamly be tanned aoard one.’ 
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^Cfod bless you, sir, for tiiat word ! * eudd Jeania 

* It seems oontrarr to the genius of British law/ eontiimed 
tile Duke, ^to take tiiat for granted which is not proved, or to 
punish with death for a crime which, for aught the prosecutor 
has been able to show, may not have been committed at alL^ 

^ Gk>d bless you, sir 1 * again said Jeanie, who had risen from 
her seat, and, with clasped hands, eyes glit^ring through tears, 
and features which trembled with anxiety, draim in every word 
which the Duke uttered. ^ 

‘But, alas ! my poor rirV he continue^ ‘what good will my 
opinion do you, unless I could impress it upon those in whose 
l^ds your sister’s life is placed by the law ) Besides, I am no 
lawyer ; and I must speak with some of our Scottish gentlemen 
of the gown about the matter.* 

‘0, but, sir, what seems reasonable to your honour will 
certainly be the same to them,* answered Jeanie. 

‘I do not ^ow that,* replied the Duke; ‘ilka man buckles 
his belt his ain gate — you know our old Scotch proverb 1 But 
you shall not have pl^d this reliance on me altogether in 
vain. Leave these papers with me, and you shall hear from 
me to-morrow or next day. Take care to be at home at Mrs. 
Glass’s, and ready to come to me at a moment’s warning. It 
will be unnecessary for you to give Mrs. Glass the trouble to 
attend you ; and, by the by, you will please to be dressed just 
as you are at present* 

‘ I wad hc^ putten on a cap, sir,* said Jeanie, ‘ but your 
honour kens it isna the feshion of my country for single women ; 
and I judged that being sae mony hundred miles frae hame, 
your Grace’s heart wad warm to the tartan,* looking at the 
comer of her plaid. 

‘ You judged quite right* said the Duke. ‘ I know the full 
value of the sncm; and MacCallummore’s heart will be as 
cold as death can mi^e it when it does not warm to the tartan. 
Now, go away, and don’t be out of the way when I send.’ 

Jeanie replied, ‘ There is little fear of that sir, for I have 
little heart to go to see sights amang this wilderness of hhxk 
houses. But if I might say to your gracious honour, that if 
ye ever condescend to spc^ to ony ane that is of greater 
degree timn yoursell, though maybe it is nae civil in me to 
say sae, just if you would think there can be nae sic odds 
betwe^ you and them as between poor Jeanie Deans frmn St 
Leonard’s and the Duke of Aigyle ; and so dinna be chappit 
back or cast down wi* the first rou^ answ^.’ 
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‘I am iM>t apt’ stud the Duke, Iwigluoib 'to mind 
anawen mtudL ^ ^ not too hope too ranob from wbat I haTe 
pim&iaed. I will do my mat; rat God baa the bearta of kinga 
m Hia own band.’ 

Jeanie oonrteaied reverenUT and withdrew, attended Iqr the 
Dnke’a gentlemai^ to her hackney-ooaeh, with a reapeot which 
her appearance did not demand, but which waa peihapa wd 
to the length of the interview with which hia maaterliad 
honoured her. 



CHAPTER XXXVl 

Ascend, 

Wliile mdunt sniomer opens all its pride, 

Thy hill, delightfiil Shene 1 Here let ns sweep 
The bonndlesB landscape. 

Thomsok. 

F rom her kind and officions, but somewhat gossiping 
hiend, Mrs. Glass, Jeanie onderwaat a ve^ close oate- 
chisra on their road to the Strand, where the Thistle of 
the good lady flourished in full glory, and, witji its legend of 
Nemo^ me impune, distinguished a shop then well known to all 
Scottish folk of high and low degree. 

‘ And .were you sure aye to say “ Your Gram ” to him 1 ’ said 
the good old lady ; ‘ for ane drould make a distinction between 
MaoGallammore and the bits o’ southern bodies that thOT oa’ 
lords here : there are as mony o’ them, Jeanie, as would gar 
ane think bhey maun cost but little &sh in the making. Some 
of them I wadna trust wi’ six penniesworth of black rappee ; 
some of them 1 wadna gie mysell the trouble to put up a 
hapn^orth in brown paper for. But I hope you diowed your 
breeding to the Duke of Aigyle, for what sort of folk would he 
think your friends in London, if you had been lording him, and 
him a duke T ’ 

*He didna seem muAle to mind,’ said Jeanie; '‘he kend 
that 1 was landward bred.’ 

‘ Wed, weel,’ aoswOTed the good lady. ‘ His Grace kmis me 
weel ; so I am the less anxious about it. I never fill his snuff- 
box but he says, “How d’ye do good Mrs. Glass 1 How are all 
our Meads in the North 1” orit maybe — “Have ye heard fixan 
the North lately 1 ” And you may be sure I make my best 
courtesy, and answer, “ My liord Duka 1 hope your Grace’s noble 
DudiesB and your Grace’s young ladies are well ; and 1 h<qpe 
tlm snuff ocmtmaes to g^ve your Grace satisfoction.” And tlm 
ye will me the people in the sh(^ beipi^ to look about them ; 
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•ad if ifaero ’■ a Sootdhinaii, as maj be ibree at half a 
dozen, aff ^ ibe hats, and mony a look after him, and ** lliere 
foes ^ Pnnoe of Scotland, God bless him I ” Bat ye hare not 
told me yet the vety words he said t’ya’ 

Jeanie had no intention to he quite so oommnnioatiTa She 
had, as the reader may have observe^ some of the caution and 
shrewdness, as well as of the simplicity, of her country. She 
answered ^etaUv, that the Duke had received her very com- 
passionately, and nad promised to interest himself in her sister’s 
affair, and to let her hear from him in the course of &e next 
day, or the day alter. She did not choose to make any mention 
of his haying desired her to he in readiriess to attend him, fri 
less of his hint that she should not bring hm' landlady. So 
that honest Mrs. Glass was obliged to remain satisfied with the 
general intelligence above mentioned, after having done all she 
could to extra^ more. 

It may ewily be conceived that, on the next day, Jeanie 
declined all invitations and inducements, whether of exercise or 
curiosity, to walk abroad, and continued to inhale ^e dose and 
somewhat professioi^ atmosphere of Mrs. Glass’s sm^ parlour. 
The latter flavour it owed to a certain cupboard, containing, 
among other articles, a few canisters of real Havannah, which, 
whether fix>m respect to the manufitcture or out of a reverent 
fern: of the exciseman, Mrs. Glass did not care to trust in the 
open shop below, and whidi communicated to the room a scent 
that, however fiagiant to the nostrils of the connoisseur, was 
not very agreeable to those of Jeanie. 

^ ‘Dear sirs,’ she said to herself ‘I wonder how my cousin’s 
silk manty, and her gowd watch, or ony thing in the world, can 
be worth sitting sneezing all her life in this tittle stifling room, 
and might walk on green braes if she liked.’ 

Mis. Glass was equally surprised at her cousin’s reluctance 
to stir abroad and her indifference to the fine sights of London. 
' It would always hdp to pass away the time,’ ehe said, ‘ to have 
somethmg to look at, though ane was in distress.’ 

But Jeanie was unpersuadabte. 

The day after her interview with the Duke was spent in that 
‘ hope delayed, which maketh the heart sick.’ Minutes glided 
after minutes ; hours fled after hours ; it became too late to 
have any reasonable expectation of hearing firom the Ihike that 
day ; yet the hope whicm she disowned, she could not altogether 
retinquifh, and her heart throbbed, and her ears tingle^ with 
every casual sound in the diop below. It was in vun. Ihe 
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daymm aMy in the aiudety of piotreeted and fimiilesa ex* 
pe^tion. 

The next momiiig oommenoed in l^e same manner. &it 
before noon a well-dressed gmitieman entered Mrs. Glass's 
aiHl requested to see a young woman from Scotland. 

' That will he my cousin, Jeanie Be^ Mr. Archibald,’ said 
Mrs. Glass, with a courtesy of reco^sance. * Have you an^ 
message for her from his Grace the iJiaike of Argyle, Mr. Aiohx* 
baldt I will carry it to her in amoment’ 

‘ I believe I must give her the trouble of stepping down, 
Mrs. Glass.’ 


‘ Jeanie — Jeanie Deans ! ’ said Mrs. Glass, screaming at the 
bottom of the little stairoas^ which ascended from the comer 
oif the shop to the higher regions. * Jeanie — Jeanie Deans, I 
say ! come downstairs instantly ; here is the Duke of A]^le’s 
groom of the chambers desires to see you directly.’ This was 
announced in a voice so loud as to make all who clmnced to 
be within hearing aware of the important communication. 

It may easily be supposed that Jeanie did not tarry long in 
adjusting herself to attend the summons, yet her feet almost 
foiled her as she came downstairs. 

^ I must ask the fevour of your company a little way,’ said 
Archibald, with civility, 

‘ I am quite ready, sir,’ said Jeanie. 

* Is my cousin going out, Mr. Archibald ? then I will hae to 

S I wi’ her, no doubt James Basper, — look to the shop, James. 

r. Archibald’ pushing a jar towards him, ' you take his Grace’s 
mixture, I thi^ ? Please to fill your box, for old acquaintance 
sake, while I get on my things.’ 

Mr. Archibald transferreda modest parcel of snuff finm tibe 
jar to his own muU, but said he was obliged to decline the 
pleasure of Mrs. Glass’s company, as his message was particu- 
larly to the young person. 

^Particularly to the young person ! ’ said Mrs. Glass ; ^ is not 
that uncommon, Mr. Archied 1 But his Grace is tbe^ best 
judge ; and you are a steady person, Mr. Archibald. It is not 
every one that comes from a great man’s house I would trust 
my cousip with. But^ Jeanie, you must not go through the 
streets with Mr. Archibald wi^ your tartan what-<fy6Hoall*it 
there upon your shoulden^ as if you had come up with a drove 
of HigUand cattle. Wait till I bring down my silk doifc. 
Why, we’ll have the mob after youl’ 

*1 have a hackney-coach in waiti^, madam,’ said Mr. ArdM^ 
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mtntapiiqg offietoas tdd kdjr, tom o^am J«wit 
od«rwi8e aave found itdi£SeaU> to esoap^ ‘and i Mfon i 
I stuat aat alfow Imt lune for aay dumn of maM.’ 

So aayia^' he honied Jeaoie mto &e ooaeh, iduie die ai- 
t«na% pnused and wondered et the easy mumeit in whi^ he 
shafted off Ifos. Glass’s offidons ofiers and iaqairis^ without 
aeatioiung his maker’s orders, or goisig into any exidaoatioB 
whaterer. 

On entering the ooaoh, Mr. Artfoihald seated himself in the 
front seat, owosite to our heroine, and they drove <m in silenoe. 
A&er they Dad driven nearly h^ an boor, withont a wtod 
on either it ooonrred to Jeanie that the distance and time 
^ not oorreapcmd with that wlioh had hem ooonpied by her 
joamey on the former occasion to and from the residMaoe of 
die At length she could not help asking her 

tadtnm companion, ‘ Whilk way they were going 

‘ My Lord Duke will infonu you himself madam,* answered 
Archibald, with the same solemn courtesy which marked his 
whole demeanour. Almost as he spoke the hackney-coach drew 
up, and the coachman dismounted and opened the door. Archi- 
bald got out and assisted Jeanie to get down. She found her- 
self in a large t^pike road, without the bounds of Ixmdon, 
upon the other side of which roc^ was drawn up a plain chariot 
and four horses, the panels without arms, and the servants 
without Hveries. 

‘You have b^ pimotna], I see, Jeanie,’ said the Duke of 
Argyle, as Ardiibala opened the carriage door. ‘ You must be 
my companion for the rest of the way. Archibald will remain 
hmre with the hackney-coach till your return.’ 

Ere Jeanie could make answer, she found herself to her no 
uii^ astonishment, seated by the side of a duke, in a carriage 
which roUed forward at a rapid smooth rate, very different 
in both partioulars from the lumber^, jolting vehicle whi<di 
die had lust left ; and which, lumbering and jolting as it was, 
emiveyea to one who had seldom been in a coadi before a 
eortain feeling of dignity and importance. 

‘ Y<^ woman,’ 8«d the Dime, ‘after t hinkin g as at- 
tei^vdy on your sister’s case as is in my power, I continue to 
he impiiffised with the belief that great ii\}U8tioe may be dime 
by tM eBScution of ho^ sentence. So mre <me or two hberal 
a^ intelligent lawyers of both countries whom 1 have qiokmi 
with. Nay, pray hear me out before yon thank me. I have 
already told yon my pmosial conviction is of litde consequenee^ 
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•BBhwB 1 o(Mdd impran tim same apmk oAen. Nov I kave 
done hr yon idiat 1 would oertamly not hare dona to serve 
any pnipoae of my own : I have «^d an andienoe of a lady 
wboae intoteafc wito toe king is desorredly reiy higk. It haa 
Iwen allowed me, and 1 am desirons toat yon should see htt 
and qpeak for yourself You hare no oooasion to be abatoed ; 
tell TOUT story simply as yon did to me.’ 

‘1 am much obuged to your Qraoe,’ said Jeanie^ remember- 
ing Mrs. Glass’s ohuge ; I am sure^ since I have had toe 
courage to speak to your Grace in Effie’s cause, I haTO 
less reason to be shame&ced in speaking to a leddy. But, sir, 

I would like to ken what to oa’ her, whether “ Your Grace," or 
“Your Honour,” or “Your leddyship,” as we say to Udrds and 
leddies in Scotland, and 1 mil take care to mind it; for I 
ken leddies are full itiair partioular than gentlemen about toeir 
titles of honour.’ 

‘You have no oooasion to call her anything but “Madam." 
Just say what you think is likely to make the best impression. ' 
Look at me from tone to tone : if 1 put my hand to my cravat 
so (showing her the motion), you mil stop; but I shall only 
do this when you say anything that is not hkely to please.’ 

* But^ sir, your Gr^,’ said Jeanie, ‘ if it wasna ower mudde 
trouble, wad it no be better to tell me what I should say, and 
1 could mt it by heart 1 ’ 

‘ No, Jeanie, that would not have the same effect ; toat would 
be like reading a sermon, you know, which we good Presl^- 
terians think 1^ less unction than when spoken without book,’ 
replied the Duke. ‘Just speak as plainly and boldly to tois 
lady as you did to me the day betore yesterday; and if you 
can gain her consent, I ’ll wad ye a plack, as we say in toe 
n<nrto, toat yon get the pardon fivm the kii^.’ 

As he spoke he took a pamphlet from his pocket and began 
to read. Jeanie had goM smise and tact, which constitute 
betwixt thmn that whito is called natur^ good-breeding. She 
interpreted the Duke’s manosuvre as a hint that she was to adc 
no more questions, and toe rmnained silent accordingly. 

carriage rolled rmidly onwards toroi^h feartile meadowe, 
onaameBted with splendid old oaks, and cattoing oocationally 
a glance of the nudestic mirrcnr of a broad and placid riTer, 
Anet pasting toongh a pleasant village, toe equip^ stowed 
oa a commanding encdnraoe^ where the ^uty of Kn g lito bad- 
le was duqtlayed in its utmost luxuriance. Here toe Drtoe 
hted, and detowd Jeanie to fellow him. Tb^ pemud fer .a 



jjfYjrt 


IHE HEAWr OSf MmLOTHlAN 


ndmoit <Mt the (sow of a hill, to gaie (m the uBzivalled land- - 
aeape it pNeented. A hoge sea of verdure, vith oroodog 
and mteneotbg promontories of masrive and tufted groves, 
me tenanted bjr niimberiess flodcs and herds, vrhidi seemed to 
moder onrestruned and unbotmded through the rich pastures. 
The 0%ames, h«e torreted with villas and there garianded 
with forests, moved on slowly and^ placidly, like the mighty 
incmaioh of the scene, to whom all its other beauties were but 
accessories and bore on its bosom an hundred barks and skifi^ 
nhose white sails and gaily fluttming pennons gave life to the 
whole. 

The Duke of Aigyle w^ of course, femiliar with this scene ; 
but to a man of taste it must be always new. Tet, as he 
paused and looked on this inimitable land^ro with the feeling 

df^ht whidi it must give to the bosom of every admirer of 
nature, his thoughts naturally reverted to his own more g^d, 
^and scaroe less OMutiful, domains of Inveraiy. ‘ This is a fine 
seene^’ he said to his companion, curious, perhaps, to draw out 
hmr sentiments j ‘we have nothing like it in Scotland.’ 

‘ It ’s braw noh feeding for the cows, and they have a fine 
breed o’ cattle here,’ rephed Jeanie ; ‘but I like jurt as weel to 
look at the ciaigs of Amur’s Seat, and ihe sea coming in ayont 
them, as at a’ thae muokle trees.’ 

The Duke smiled at a reply equally professional and national, 
mid made a signal for the cmrriage to remain where it was. 
Then adopting an unJ&equented footpath, he conducted Jeame 
through seveim complicated mazes to a postem-door in a high 
brick walL It was shut ; but as the Duke tapiied slightly at 
it, a parson in waiting within, after reconnoitring through a 
small mm grate contrived for the purpose, iinlock^ the door 
and admits them. I^ey entered, wd it was immedmtely 
do^ and festened behind them. This was all done quickly, 
the door so instantly closing, and the person who opened it so 
suddenly disappeari^, that Jeanie ooidd not even catch a 
glin^ ci his exterior. 

They found themselves at the extremity of a deep and 
narrow alley, carpeted with the most vordant and dose-^ven 
tor( udiioh fdt like vdvet under their feet, and screened firom 
the sun 1^ the brandies of the lofiy elms which united over the 
path, and caused it to resemble, in the solemn obscurito of the 
light whidi thOT admitted, as well as from the range of oolum-^ 
nar stems, and intricate union of thdr a^ed brandies, one 
^ the narrow snle aiales in an andent Qothio cathedral. 



CHAPTER XXXVII 

I beseech yon ; 

These tears beseech you, and these chaste hands woo yon, 

That never yet were heaved bnt to things holy — 

Things lihe yourself. You are a God above us ; 

Be as a God, then, Ml of saving mercy I 

Th$ Bloody Brother* 

E ncouraged as she by the oourteoas maimers of 

her noble countryman, it was not without a feeling of 
someihing like terror that Jeanie felt herself in a pmoe 
apparently so lonely, with a man of such high rank. ^ That she 
should have been permitted to wait on the Duke in his own 
house, and have been there received to a private mterview, was 
in itself an uncommon and distinguished event in the annals 
of a life so simple as hers ; but to find herself his travelling 
companion in a journey, and then suddenly to be left alone 
with him in so secluded a situation, had something in it of 
awful mystery. A romantic heroine might have suspected and 
dreaded the power of her own charms ; but Jeanie was too wise 
to let such a silly thought intrude on her mind. Still, howev^, 
she had a most eager desire to know where she now was, and 
to whom she was to be presented. 

She remarked that the Duke’s dress, though still sudi as 
indicated rank and fisbshion (for it was not the custom of mMof 
quality at that time to dress themselves like their own coach* 
men or grooms), was nevertheless plainer than that in which 
she had seen him uwn a former occasion, and was divest^ 
in particular, of all those badges of external decoration whudi 
intimated superior consequence.^ In short, he wm attired as 
plainly as any gentleman of fibshion could appear in the streets 
of London in a morning ; and this drcumstanoe helped to slmike 
an opinion which Jeanie began to entertain, that pwhaps he 
intended she should plead her cause in the presence of roya% 
itsd£ ^But, surely,^ said she to herself ^ne wad Ime pu^en 
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Ms biatr star and gaiter, an he had thought o'oomuig h^bre 
&e fiMO of Miyesiy ; and aifter s’, this is nuur like a gentte- 
nuin’s poli<7 than a royal palaoe.* 

Ihere was s<n&e sense in Jeame’s reasoning; yet she sras 
not snffidently mistress either of the oiioomstan^ of etaqnette, 
or &e partacolar relations wMch existed betwixt the TOvem- 
ment and the Duke of A^le, to form an accurate judgment 
The Duke, as we have saia^ was at this time in open opposition 
to the administration of Sir Robert Walpole, and was under- 
stood to be out of fitvouT with the royal &mily, to whom he 
had rendered such important services. But it was a maxim of 
Queen Caroline to bw herself towards her political Mends 
with such caution as if there was a po^bilily of their one 
day being her enemiei^ and towards political opponents with 
the same^ d^ree of circumspection, as if they might again 
become Menmy to her measures Since Margaret of Aiyou, 
no queen-consort had exercised such weight in the political 
affidrs of Enghmd, and the personal address whi<h she Re- 
played on many occasions h^ no small share in reclaiming 
m>m their political heresy many of those determined Tories 

1 i*. ,T • A it oil iltv .• ‘ll* 
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the person of Queen Anne, were dispos^ rather to transfer 
their allegiance to her brother, the Chevalier de St. Geoige, than 
to acquiesce in the settlement of the (^own on the Hanover 
fiunily. Her husband, whose most shining quality was cour- 
age in the field of battle, and who endured the of^ of King 
of Ragland without ever bemg aUe to wquire English habits, 
or any fiuniliarity with English dispositions, found Re utmost 
assistance from the address of Ms partner ; and while he jeal- 
ously affected to do everything according to Ms own will and 
pleasure, was in secret prudent enough to take and follow the 
advice m his more adroit consort He entrusted to her the 


ddioate c^Bloe of determining the various degrees of &vour 
neoeesaiy to attach the wavering, or to confirm such as were 
ah^y friendly, or to regain those whose goodwill had been 
lost 


With all the winning address of an Megant, and, according 
to the tim^ an acoom^shed wmnan. Queen Caroline possessed 
tike masonlme soul of the other sex. ^ was proud by nature, 
and even Imr polh^ oould not always temper her expresmons 
of displeasurei althouiR fisw wore more ready at repairing any 
fidae st^ of this Mnd, vdimi her prudence none up to the aid 
cfhmpasnona. Ebe loved the xwpoasessicm of power rather 
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Am Ae Adw ci and wfaaterw Ae did hendf AA ms 
dAer irise or poirakr Ae a}«a]rs denied Aat Ae king sbo^ 
have Ae foil or^t as vA as Ae advanti^ of Ae measnm 
ooDScioiis Aat, bjr adding to bis leroeotabiUtf, she ms mart 
likely to maintain her own. And so desirous was Ae to etnaply 
wiA A bis tastes, that, when Areatmed wlA the she 
had loj^tedly had recourse to checking Ae fit by Ae use ol 
Ae cold baA Aereby endangering her fife, that she might be 
aide to attend the ki^ in his walks. 

It was a very consistent part of Queen (^roline’s ohaiacter 
to keep up many private conespondences wiA Aose to whom 
in public she seemed un&vourable, or who, for various rea- 
sons, stood ill with the court By As means Ae kept in her 
hands Ae thread of man;^ a political intrigue, and^ wiAout 
pledging herself to an 3 rAing, could oftm prevent cuscontent 
from burning hatred and oppositi<m firom exaggerating itself 
into rebellion. If by any accidmit her oorrespondenw wiA 
such persons chanced to be observed <» discovered, whiA Ae 
took all possible pains to prevent, it was represented as a 
mere intercourse of society, having no reference to politics; 
an answer wiA which even Ae prime minister. Sir Robert 
Walpole, was compelled to remam satisfied, when he (fis- 
oovered that Ae Queen had riven a private audience to Pul- 
teney, afterwards Earl of Bath, his most formidable and most 
inveterate enemy. 

In Aus maintaining occasional intercourse wiA several 
persons who seemed most alienated from the crown, it may 
readily be supposed that Queen Caroline had taken care not 
to break entirely wiA the Duke of Argyle. His high birA, his 
great talents, Ae estimation m which he was held in his own 
country, Ae great services which he hiri rendered the house of 
Brunswick in 1715, placed him high in that rank of peisom 
who wmre not to be rashly neglect^ He h^ almost W his 
single and unassisted talents, stopped the irruption of the 
bamkd force of all the Highland chieft ; Aere was little doubt 
Aal^ wiA the sfightest moou^emmit, he could put Amn all 
in motion and renew Ae civil wax; and it was well known 
that Ae most flattering ovmtures had bem transmitted to Ae 
Duke firom Ae court of St Ceimains. The Aacacter and 
temper of Sootiand were still little known, and it was oonsideBed 
as a volcano whiA might, indeed, slumber for a smies of yeanit 
bnt was sA fiabb, at a mmnent the least expected, to unajc 
out into a wastrihl eruption. It was, thexefinr^ of Ae h^iAt 
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importaaioe to retain some hold orer so important a personage 
aa the Date of Arwie^ and Caroline preserved ihe power of 
doing so by means rf a lady with whom, as wife of Gwige IL, 
she might Wve been suppo^ to be on 1^ intimate terms. 

It was not the least instance of ihe Queen's address lhat 
she had contrived that one of her princi;^ attendants, Lady 
Suffolk shonld unite in her own person ^e two apparently 
inconsistent characters of her husband’s mistress imd her own 
very obsequious and complaisant confidante. By this dexterous 
management the Queen secured her power against the danger 
which might most have threatened it — the thwarting influence 
of an ambitious rival ; and if she submitted to the mortification 
of being obliged to connive at her husband’s infidelity, she was 
at least guarded against what she might think its most danger* 
ous effect, and was besides at liber^ now and then to bestow 
a few civil insults upon ‘ her good Howard,’ whom, however, in 
general, she treated with great decorum.^ Lady Suffolk lay 
under strong obligations to the Duke of Argyle, for reasons 
which may be collected from Horace Walpole’s Beminiscences 
of that reign, and through her means me Duke had some 
occasional correspondence with Queen Caroline, much inter- 
rupted, however, since the part he had^ taken in the debate 
concerning the Porteous mob, an affair which the Queen, though 
somewhat unreasonably, was disposed to resent rather as an 
intended and premeditated insolence to her own person and 
authority than as a sudden ebullition of popular vengeance. 
Still, however, the communication remained open betwixt them, 
^ugh it had been of late disused on both sides. These re- 
marks will be found necessary to understand the scene which 
is about to be presented to the reader. 

Prom the narrow alley which they had traversed, the Dute 
turned into one of the same character, but broader and still 
lon^r. Here, for the first time since they had entered these 
garaens, Jeanie saw persons approaching them. 

They were two lacues, one ox whom walked a little behind 
the omer, yet not so much as to prevent her from hearing and 
replying to whatever observation was addressed to her by the 
lady wno wsdked foremost, and that without her having the 
trouble to tmm her persoiL As they advanced very slowly, 
Jeanie had rime to study their features and appearance. The 
Duke also slackened his pace, as if to give her rime to collect 
herself and repeatedly desired her not to be afeaid. The kdy 

' Bee Horace Walpole*a MeminiwmoeM, 
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who seemed the prbi^al noson had lemaahabij igood, ftataras, 
though s<aii0what ii^nrea by the small-poiz, t£i^ Teaomoiu 
soooTge which eadi village Esoalapias (thanhs to Jenaer) oaa 
now tame as easily as their tateUoy ddty sabdned tlu pytlum. 
The lady’s eves •were brilliant, her teeth, good, and her oonnte- 
nanoe formed to eiqffess at will either majesty or courtesy. Her 
form, thou^ rather emdot^nt, was nevertheless gtaoefu ; and 
the elasticity and firmness of her step gave no room to sospeoty 
what was actually the case, that she sufiered occasionally nom 
a disorder the most un&vouiable to pedestrian ezeroise. Hmr 
dress was rather ri<h than gay, and her manner commanding 
and noble. 

Her companion was of lower stature, with lig^ht brown hair 
and expressive blue eyes. Her features, without being ab- 
Boluteljr r^ular, were perhaps more pleasing than if they had 
been critic^y han^ome. A melancholy, or at least a pensiv^ 
expression, for which her lot gave too much cause, predomi- 
nated when she was silent, bat gave way to a pleasing and 
good-humoured smile wh^ she spoke to any one. 

When they were within twelve or fifteen yards of these 
ladies, the Duke made a sim that Jeanie should stuid still, 
and stepping forward himself with the gnuje which was natural 
to him, made a profound obeisance, Twch was formally, yet 
in a dignified manner, returned by the personage whom he 
approached. 

‘ I hope,’ she said, with an afiable and condescendiim smile, 
‘that I see so gimt a stran^r at court as the Duke of Ai^le 
has been of late in as good healih as his fiiends there and ebe- 
where could wish him to enjoy.’ 

The Duke replied, ‘ That he had been perfectly well ’ and 
added, ‘ that the necessity of attending to the public business 
before the House, as wdl as the time occupied by a late journey 
to Scotland, had rendered him less assiduous in paying jus duly 
at the levee and drawing-room than he could have desired.’ 

‘When your Ghrace can find time for a dut^ so frivolona’ 
replied tiie Queen, ‘you are aware of your title to be w^ 
received. I hope my readiness to co^ly ^th the wish wfaudi 
you expressed yesterday to Lady Sufiolk is a sufficient jnoof 
that one of the ro3ral jEj.^y, at leasts has not forgotten anment 
and important services, in resenting something which resembles 
recent n^leot’ This was said apparently with great ,g(^^ 
humoun and in a tone which expres^ a detire of eondiSatic^ 

The Duke replied, ‘ That he would account himself the mort 
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vsfortimafte of men, if lie owild be eo^oeed capable of negkot' 
ing his dal 7 , m mraes and ownroistanoee ahen it wae eraei^ed 
end woald have been aepoeahle. He wee de^ly s^ti&d hf 
idle honour ahieh her J&jest j was now do^ to pet^- 
ally ; uid he trusted she would soon peromve that it was in a 
matter essential to his Muesty’s interest that he had the bold- 
ness to give her this kouble.’ 

‘Ton cannot ol^e me more, my Lord Duke,’ relied the 
Queoi^ ‘than by givi^ me the advantage of your %hts and 
experience on any point of the King’s service. Your Ghraoe is 
aware ^t I can only be the medium through which the 
^tter is subjected to his Majesty’s superior wisdom ; but if it 
is a suit whbm respects your Oi^ personally, it shall lose no 
support by bein^ preferred through me.’ 

‘It is no suit of 'mine, madam,’ replied the Duke; ‘nor 
have I any to prefer for myself personally, although I feel in 
full force my obligation to your Majesty. It is a business 
which Mnoems his Majesty, as a lover of justice and of inerc^, 
and which, I am convinced, may be highly useful in oonciliatii^ 
the unfortunate irritation whidb at present subsists among his 
Malay’s good subjects in Scotland.^ 

'Ihere were two parts of this speech disagreeable to Gaxolin& 
In the first place, it removed the flattenng notion she had 
^opte^ that Atgyle designed to use her personal interoesmon 
in making his peace with the administration, and recovering 
the employments of which he had been derived; and ne:^ 
she was disple^d that he riiould talk of the discontents in 
Sootlamd as irritations to be conciliated, rather than suroress^ 
tinder the influence of these feelings, she answered hastily, 
‘That his Majesty has good subjects in En^and, my Lord 
Buke^ he is bound to thwk Qod and the laws; that he hM 
subjects in Scotland, I think he may thank Qod and his 
swwd.’ 

The Duke, though a courtier, coloured slightly, and the 
^een, instantiy sensible of her eorror, added, without display- 
ing the least change of countenance, and as if the words had 
an original branch of the sentence — ‘ And the swcnds 
those real ^tchman who are fiiends to the house of l^mnsuiok, 
parti<mlarly that oi his Grace of Argyle.’ 

*My sword, madam,’ tepUed the Buke, ‘like that of my 
&thets, has been always at the command of my lawM king 
and of my native oonntiy : 1 tamt it is impossible to s^ante 
tbeix real rights and intbests. But the present is a matter 
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mum mvmtm mamta, wd nepaotB ^ paswm of on obaewo 
iodivtU’ 

‘What is tbo afibir, my Lordi’ said the Qaeen. 'Let as 
find ont what m are talking aboalt krt we should nusoonstrae 
and misunderstand each other.’ 

* 1%e matter, madam,’ answerod the Lake of Aigjde^ 'loan^ 
the fate of an unfixtiuiate young woman in Soothmd, now l3riBg 
under smtenee of dea^ for a crime of which I think it fai^^ 
probable that ahe is innocent And m^ humble petition te 
]«i» lALyesty is, to obtain your powerfiil intercession with the 
King for a pardon.’ 

It was now the Queen’s tom to colour, and she did so over 


cheek and brow, neck and bosom. She paused a nmment, as 
if unwilling to trust her voice with the mt expression of her 
diqileasure ; and on assuming an air of di^ty and an austere 
regard of control, at length repUed, ' My Ii(»d Duke, I will 
not adc your motives for addressing to me a request which 
circumstances Imve rendered such an extraordinary one. Your 
road to the King’s doset, as a peer and a privy-oounoillot; 
entitled to request an aucuenoe, was open, without giving me 
the pain of t^ disonssicni. /, at leasts have had enough df 
Sootw pardons.’ 

Ilie Puke was prept^ for this burst of indignation, and 
he was not shaken by it. He did not attempt a rej^y while 
the Queen was in the first heat of displeasi^ out temamed in 
the same firm yet respectful posture which be had assumed 
during the interview. The Que^, trained from her situaticm 
to seu-oommand, instantly perceived the advantage she might 
give against herrolf by yielding to pa^ion;^ and added, in the 
same condescending and afiable tone in which she had opened 
the interview, ‘You must allow me some of the privil^es 
of the sex, my Lord; and do not judge uncharitably of me, 
^ou^ I am a little mov^ at the recollection of me gross 
insult and outrage done in your capital city to the royal 
authority^t the very time when it was vested m my unworthy 
person. Your Grace cannot be surprised that I i^uld both 
have frit it at the time and recollected it now.’ 


'It is cnrtainly a matter not qieedily to be forgottra,’ an> 
swered the Pnk& ‘My own pocnr thoughts of it have been 
long before your Maje^, and I must &ve expressed mys^ 
very ill if I md not convey my detestation of tte murder 
WM (xnninitted under such extraordinary cucumstanoes. t 
mi^^ indeed, be so m^ntanate as to d^frr witii his 
TOL-vn — as 
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■IkdTiseni ^ tiid d«gne ia idiudk it ms dtiber jnst ix politio to 

S nnidi tiie innooent instead of tJid guilty. But I tnut your 
[qjeefy will pennit me to be mlent on a topic in idiioh my 
amlammits have imt the good fortune to ooinoide wiihi timae of 
more able men.’ 

*We will not pioaeoate a topic on which we may piobaUy 
differ,’ sud tiie Queen. ‘One word, however, I may say in 
private — you know our good Lady Suffer is a little deaf — ^ 
Duke of Argyle, when diqtosed to renew Ins aoquaintamce with 
his maetter and mistsess, will hardly find many topics on which 
we diould disagree.’ 

‘Let me hope,’ said the Duke, bowing profoundly to so 
fiatteriag an intunation, ‘that I shall not be so unfortunate as 
to have round one on the present occasion.’ 

‘ I must first impose on your Qrace the duty of oonfi^on,’ 
said the Queen, ‘ before I grant yon absolution. What is your 
paitioular interest in this young woman t She does not seem 
(and she scanned Jeanie, as she said this, with the eye of a 
^nnoisseur) much qualified to alarm my friend the Duchess’s 
jealousy.’ 

‘I think your Majesty,’ replied the Duke, smiling in his turn, 
‘ will allow my taste may be a pledge for me on that score;’ 

‘Then, thou|;h she has not much the air ePune grande dame, 
I suppose she is some thirtieth cousin in the tenible chapter of 
Scotosh genealogy 1 ’ 

‘ No, madam,’ said the Duke ; ' but I wish some of my nearer 
relations had hidf her worth, honeste, and affection.’ 

‘ Her name most be Campbell, at least t ’ said Queen Caroline. 
‘No, madam; her name is not quite so distinguished, if I 
may be permittra to say so,’ answered the Duke. 

' Ah I but she comes from Inverary or Argyleshire 1 ’ said the 


‘ Shelias never bem frurther north in her life than Edinburgh, 
nmdam.’ 

‘Then my (xmjectnres are all ended,’ said the Queen, ‘and 
your Grace must yourself take the trouble to eiqilam the affiiir 
ofTOorjwvM^’ 

With that preoision and eai^ brevity which is only acquired 
W hatatnally oonveramg in the higher ranks of somety, and 
m the diametrical opposite of that protracted style of 


VhiihaqiiinsotQ potter, and whidi men oaU proas, 
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tbe Bnke explained tiw angolar law under wMdi Iffie Beans 
bad reoeiTed sentence of death, and detailed the affeetioDate 
63rerti<mB which Jeanie had made in behalf of a sister fat nhose 
sake she was willing to sacrifice all but truth and oonscienoe. 

Queen Caroline listened with attention; she was rather fond, 
it must be remembered, of an argument, and soon found mattw 
in what the Duke told her raising difficulties to his request 
‘It appears to me, m^ Lord,’ she replied, ‘that this is a 
serere law. But still it is adopted upon good ground^ I am 
bound to suppose, as the law or the country, ana the ^1 has 
been oonvict^ under it The very presumptions wmch the 
law construes into a positive proof of ^It exist in her case ; 
wd all that your Gfraoe has said concerning the possibilitv of her 
innocence may be a very good ar^ment for annulling the Act 
of Parliament but cannot while it stands good, be admitted 
in &vonr of any individual convicted upon the statute.* 

The Duke raw and avoided the snare ; for he was conscious 
that, by replying to the argument, he must have been inevitably 
led to a discussion, in tbe course of which the Queen was likely 
to be hardened in her own_ opinion, until she be<^e obliged^ 
out of mere respect to consistency, to let the criminal suffer. 

‘ If your Majesty,’ he said, ‘ would condescend to hear my poor 
counti^oman herselfi perhaps she may find an advocate in 
your own heart more able tow I am to combat the doubts 
su^ested by your understanding.’ 

^e Queen seemed to acquiesce, and the Duke made a signal 
for Jeanie to advance firom the spot where she had hitherto 
remained watching countenances which were too long ac- 
customed to suppress all apparent signs of emotion to convey 
to her any interesting inteUigenoe. Hot Majesty could not 
help smiling at the awe-struck manner in which the quiet de- 
mure figure of the little Scotchwoman advanced towakls hei^ 
and yet more at the first sound of her broad northern aooOTit. 
But Jeanie had a voice low and sweetly toned, an^ admirable 
thing in woman, and eke besought ‘her Leddyship to have 
pity on a poor misguided young creature,’ in tones so affecting 
that, like the notes of some of her native songs, provinciiu 
vulmrity was lost in pathos. 

‘Stand up, young woman,’ said tbe Queen, but in a kind 
tone, ‘and twme what sort of abarbarous people yourcounta^- 
foUc are, where child-murder is become so common as to require 
the restraint of laws like yours t ’ 

*lf your Leddyship pleases,’ answered Jeanie, 'tlmie axe 
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Btonr phees bende Sootlaad wl^ce rao&en ate unkind toUkrir 
ain neab and blood.’ 

It most be obserrad, that l^e disputes between Oeof^ tbe 
Second and Ftederu^ Prince of Widee, were then at the higbest^ 
and that the good-natured part of we public laid the Uame 
on the Queen. She coloniea higb^, and darted a glance of a 
most penetratiim character first at Jeanie and then at tlm Duke. 
Boih sustained it unmoved — Jeanie firom total unconsdommess 
of the offence she had given, and the Duke from his habitual 
composure. But in his heart he thought^ ‘ My unlucky pnt4g4e 
has, with ihis luckless answer, shot dead, by a kind of ohai^ 
medley, her only hope of success.’ 

Lady Suffolk good-humouredly and skilfuUy interposed in 
this awkward crisis. ‘ You should tell this l^y/, she said to 
Jeanie, ‘ the particular causes which render this crime common 
in your country.’ ... 

‘ Some thinks it ’s the kirk-session ; that is, it ’s the — it ’s 
the cutty-stool, if ^our Leddyship pleases,’ said Jeanie, looking 
down and oourtesying. 

‘ The what ? ’ said Lady Suffolk, to whom the phrase was new, 
and who besides was rather deaf. 

‘That ’s the stool of repentance, madam, if it please your 
Leddyship,’ sewered Jeanie, ‘ for light life and conversation, 
and ror breaking the seventh command.’ Here she raised her 
eyes to the Duke, saw his hand at his chin, and, totally un- 
conscious of what she had said out of ioin^ gave double effect 
to tire iimuendo by stopping short and looking embarrassed. 

As for Lrdy Suffolk, we retired like a covering party whidi, 
having interposed betwixt tlreir retreatmg friend and tibe 
enemy, have suddenly drawn on themselves a fire unexpectedly 
severe. 

‘The deuce take the lass,’ thought the Duke of Ar^le to 
himself ; ‘ there goes another shot, and she has hit wiW both 
barrels tight and left ! ’ 

Indeed, the Duke bad himself his share of the confusion, for, 
having acted as master of ceremonies to this innocent offender, 
he felt much in the_ circumstances of a oonntpr squire who, 
having introduced his spaniel into a well-appointed dxawing- 
ro^ is docmted to witness tire diwrder and damage vhimr 
arises to china and to dress-gowns in oonsequmioe of its un- 
timely frolics. Jennie’s last chance-hit, however, efoliterated 
the ill impresfflon which had arisen firom the first; for bar 
Hejesty had not so lost the fedi^gs of a wife in those iff a 
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QM«a bat &•<> sbe oGold etyoy a jeet at tiw exB&m of *liet 
go^ Snffidk.’ &be tunned tounurds the Soke of Amyte intib a 
saafle^ adiidn mariced that d>s eiqoyed the triu^h, aol disemd, 
‘l%e Sootcb are a ^dly moral ^pla’ Then 
ing beirsdf to Jeanie, die asked now she travellra up frm 
Sootkmd. 

‘ Upon my foot mostly, madam,’ was the repW. 

‘ What, all that immense way upon foot t How for can yoO 
walk in a day t ’ 

‘ Five-and-twmity miles and a bittook.’ 

‘And a whatf’ said the Queen, looking towards ihe Duke 
of Aigyle. 

‘And about five miles more,’ replied the Duke. 

‘I thought I was a good walker,’ said Ifoe Queen, ‘but this 
diames me sadly.’ 

‘May your Leddyship never hae sae weary a heart that 

J e oanna be sensible of the weariness of the limbs!’ said 
eanie. 

‘That came better off,’ thought the Duke; ‘it’s the first 
thing she has sdd to the purpose.’ 

‘ And I didna just a’thegither walk the haill way neither, 
for I had whiles the cast of a cart ; and I had the cast of a horse 
from Ferrybridge, and divers other easements,’ said Jeanie, 
cutting short her story, fmr she observed the Duke made the 
sign he had fixed upon. 

‘With aU these accommodations,’ answered the Queen, ‘you 
must have had a very fatiguing journey, and, I fear, to littie 
purpose^ since, if the King were to pardon your sister, in all 
probability it would do her little good, for I suppose your people 
of Edinburgh would hang her out of spite.’ 

‘She will sink herself now ontrighV thou^t the Duke. 

But he was wrong. The shoals on which Jeanie had toudied 
in this delicate conversation lay under ground, and were an* 
known to her ; this rook was above water, and she avdded ih 
‘She was confident,’ she said, ‘that baith town and oomifoy 
wad rejoice to see his Majesty taking compassion on a pom: 
friended creature.’ ; : 

‘ His Majesty has not found it so in a late instance,’ said ti^ 
Queen ; ‘ but I suppose my Lord Duke would adrfoe him 
be ^ded by the votes of the rabble themselveB dinsi# ^ 

be hanged who spared 1’ ■ , 

‘No, madain,’ said the Duke; ‘but 1 would altw 
Ifogeity to be guided by his own fodrngs, and iboeh ef < foil 
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ooiUKOt; Md I am pimiidimeiit will <mly 
aiiiaoh itadf to guilty and even then with oaotious leluotanoa^ 

‘ WeUy m;ir Loxdi’ said her ‘all these fine Bpeedaes 

do not oc^vinoe me of tlm propriety of so soon showinff any 
m^k of fiivonr to your — I snnpose I mnst not say rebellions I 
— but, at least, your very disaneoted and intractable metropolis. 
Why, the whole nation is in a league to screen the sava^ and 
^minaUe murderers of that unhappy man ; otherwise, how is 
it no^ibljB but that, of so many perpetrators, and engaged in so 

E ublic an action for such a len^ of time, one at least must 
ave been reoogi^d f Even this wench, for aught I can tell, 
may be a de^itory of the secret Hark you, young woman, 
had you any mends engaged in the Porteous mob V 
* No, madam,’ answered Jeanie, happy that the question w^ 
so framed^ that she could, with a good conscience, answer it in 
the negative. 

‘ But I suppose,’ continued the Queen, ‘ if you were possessed 
of such a secret, you would hold it matter of conscience to keep 
it to yourself t ’ 

‘ I would pray to be directed and guided what was the line 
of duty, madam,’ answered Jeanie. 

‘Yes, and take that which suited your own inclinations,’ 
replied her Majesty. 

‘ If it like you, madam,’ said Jeanie, ‘ I would hate gaen to 
the end of the earth to save the life of John Porteus, or any 
other unhappy man in his condition; but I might lawfully 
doubt how &r I am called upon to be the avenger of his bloo^ 
though it may become the civil magistrate to do so. He is 
dead and game to his place, and they that have slain him must 
aiMwer for their ain act But my sister — my puir sister Effie, 
still lives, though her days and hours are numbered ! She 
still lives, and a word of the King’s mouth might restore her 
tp a brokenJiearted auld man, that never, in his daily and 
nightly esmrcise, forgot to pray that his Majesty might be 
blessed mik a long and a prosperous reign, and that his throne, 
and tl^te throne of his posterity, might be established in 
righteousness. 0, mad^^ if ever ye kend what it was to 
Borrow for and with a sinning and a suffering creatine, whose 
mind is sae tossed t^t she can be neither ca’d fit to live or die, 
have some compassion on our misery 1 Save an honest house 
from dishonour, and an unhappy girl, not eighte^ years of age, 
from an early and dreadful death 1 Alas ! it is not when we 
sleep soft and wake merrily ourselves, that we think on oih^ 
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people's 8nflMiig& Oar hearts aie waxed 
and we axe for rightbg oar ain wrangs aad <m axn 

batdes. Bat when the noar d troahle comes to tiie mind or to 
the body — and seldom may it visit y oar Leddyship — andwhra 
the hoar of death comes, that comes to high and low — lang 
and late may it be yoars — Oh, my Leddy. then it isna what 
we hae dune for oursells, but what we hae dune for others, that 
we think on maist plea^tly. And the thoughts that ye hae 
intervened to spare the pair this’s life will be sweeter in that 
hour, come when it may, than if a word of your mou^ could 
hang the haill Porteous mob at the tail of ae tow/ 

Tw followed tear down Jeanie’s cheeks, as, her features 
glowing and quiverinff with emotion, she pleaded her sister's 
cause wi& a pathos which was at once simple and solemn. 

‘ This is eloquence,' said her Majesty to the Duke of Argyle. 
* Young woman,’ she continued, addr^ing herself to Jeanie, 
cannot grant a pardon to Y<^ur sister, but you shall not 
want^my warm intercession with his Majesty. Talm this 
housewife c^,’ she wntinued, putting a small embroidered 
needle-case into Jeanie's hands; ‘do not open it now, but at 
your leisure you will find something in it which will remind 
you that you Mve had an interview witib Queen Caroline.’ 

Jeanie, having her suspicions thus confirmed, dropped on 
her knees, and would have expanded herself in gratitude ; but 
the Duke, who was upon thorns lest she should say more or 
less than just enough, touched his chin once more. 

‘Our business is, I think, ended for the present, my Lord 
Duke,’ said the Queen, ‘and, I trusty to your satismction. 
Hpeafter I hope to see your Grace more fil^uently, both at 
Biclunond and ot. James’s. Gome, Lady Suffolk we must wish 
his Grace good morning.’ 

They exchanged their parting reverences, and the Duke, so 
soon as the lames had turned their backs, assisted Jeanie to 
rise from the ground, and^ conducted her back through tto 
avenue, which she trcKle with the feeling of one who walks in 
her sleep. 



CHAPTER XXXVIII 


8o Mon M 1 oan win tlM ofFended King^ 

I will be known yovae edrooete. 

OymMint, 

T he Duke of Ai;^le led the way iu sileuoe to the small 
postern by which ther had bMu admitted into Bich- 
mond Park, so lon^ the &vourite residence of Qneen 
CaxoUne. It was opened by the same half-seen janitor, and 
^y found themselTes beyond the predicts of the rwal 
dmeeaie. Still imt a word was ^oken on either side. The 
Duke probably wished to allow his rustic protfffA time to re- 
cruit her Acuities, dazzled and sunk with colloquy sublime ; 
and betwixt what she had guessed, had heard, and had seau, 
Jeanie Deans’s mind was too much agitated to permit her to 
ask any questions. 

They mund the carriage of the Du^ in the place where they 
had left it; and when ti^ resumed their {daces, soon began to 
adTanoe rapidly on their return to town. ^ 

‘ I think, Jeanie,’ said tiie Duke, breaking silenoe, 'you haye 
every reason to congratulate yourself on the issue of your mter- 
Tiew with hmr Majesty.’ 

'And that leddy wag the Qneen hersellt’^ said Jeanie; 'I 
misdoubted it nhen I saw that your honour didna put cm your 
hat. And yet I oan hardly beheve ft, even when 1 heard her 
i^eak itheisdh’ 

‘ It was eertainly Queen CaroEncL’ relied the Duka ‘Have 
you no ouriosi^ to see what is in the httle pocket-book t ’ 

'Do yOu think the^ pardon will be in i^ sir t’ said Jeanie, 
with the eager animation of hope. 

'Why, no,’ replied the Duke; ‘that is unlikely. They 
seldom carry these things about then^ unless they were likely 
to be wantM; and, beddes, her Majesty told you it was the 
Hi^ not she, who was to grant it.' 

at is true too,’ said jWie ; ‘but I am so confused in my 
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Bond. BaidoesyoplKKioDrtliiiik&flveu aMrtai&lyoflffie’s 
paidoa thenl’ ooBtxaiied die, still holding m her hutd the im- 
opened pooiket-book. 

‘Why, kinm are^ kittle cattle to dioe behind, as ire sa^ 
in tile nortiv lepHed the Duke; ‘bat his wife knoire his 
trim, and 1 have not the least doubt that the matter is quite 
certain.’ 

* 0 , God be praised! God be praised!’ ejaculated Jeanie; 
‘and may the gude leddy never want the heart’s ease slm has 
me at this moment. And God bless tou too, my Lord t 
without your help I wad ne’er hae won near her.’ 

^ The Duke let her dwell upon this subject for a considerable 
time, curious, perhaps, to see how loi^ the feelings of gratitude 
would continue to supersede those of curiosity. _ But so fe^le 
was the latter feeling in Jeanie’s mind, that his Grace, with 
whom, perhaps, it was for the time a little stronger, was obliged 
once more to bring forward the suUeot of the Queen’s pres- 
ent, It was openra accordingly. In the inside of the case 
was the usual assortment of silk and needles, with scissors, 
tweesers, etc.; and in the pocket was a bank-bill (or fifty 
pounds. 

The Duke had no sooner informed Jeanie of the value of this 
last document, for she was unaccustomed to s^ notes for such 
sums, than she expressed her regret at the mistake which had 
takm place. ‘ For the huss^ itseU,’ she said, ‘ was a very valu- 
able tiui^ for a keepsake, with the Queen’s n^e written in the 
inside with her ain hand doubtlere — Caroline — as plain as 
could be, and a crown drawn aboon ik’ She therefore tendered 
the bill to the Dnke, requesting him to find some mode of 
returning it to the roj^ owner. 

‘ No, no, Jeanie,’ said the Duke, ‘there is no mistake in the 
case. Her Majesty knows you have been put to great expense, 
and die wishes to make it up to you.’ 

‘ I am sure she is even ower ^de,’ said Jeanie, ‘and it glads 
me mnckle that 1 can nay ba(k: DumbiedikeB his siller, witiiout 
distressing my &ther, nonest man.’ 

‘ Dumbiedikes 1 What, a fireeholder of Midlothian, is he not 1 ’ 
said his Grace, whose occasional residence in that county made 
him acquainted with most of the heritors, as landed persona aie 
termed in Scotiand. ‘He has a house not ftr firom Dalkeitii, 
wears a bhwk wig sold a laced hat 1 ’ 

‘T^ sir,’ answered Jeanie, who had her nasoim iot h«^ 
brisf m h» answecB 19011 this topia 



THE HEART OF MIDLOTHIAN 


* Alt I UT old frie&dlhiBiIae!' solid tiie Duke; ‘Ihavetibrioe 
ssttt him mo, somI onfar once heard the soond of his tchos. Is 
he a ooosm of yours, Jeanie t ’ 

*Nok w — my Lord.’ 

he must be a wdl-wisher, I suspect t ’ 

'Te^yes, my Lord, sir,’ answered Jeanie, blushing, and 
with hesitation. 

^ Aha ! thmi, if the Laird starts, 1 suppose my friend Butier 
mast be in some danger } ’ 

*0 no, sir,’ answwad Jeanie modi more readily, but at the 
same time bludbing much more deeply. 

* Wdl, Jeanie,’ said the Duke, ’you are a girl may be safely 
frosted with your own matters, and I shall mquire no farther 
about them. But as to this same pardon, I must see to get it 
passed through the proper forms ; and 1 have a friend in office 
who will, for auld lang syne, do me so much fevour. And then, 
Jeanie, as I shall have occasion to send on express down to 
Scotland, who will travel with it safer and more swiftly than 
you can do, I will take core to have it put into the proper 
channel ; meanwhile, you may write to your friends, by post, of 
your good success.’ 

'And does your honour think,’ said Jeanie, ‘that will do as 
weel as if 1 were to take my tap in my lap, and slip my ways 
home again on my ain errand 1 

'Mum better, certainly,’ i^d the Duka ‘You know the 
roads are not ve^ safe for a single woman to travel’ 

Jeanie internally acquiesced in this observation. 

‘And I have a plan for you besides. One of the Duchess’s 
atten<^ts, and one of rnine^ — your acquaintanoe Archibald — 
are going down to Inverary in a light calash, with four hcnrses 
1 have Doughty oi^d there is room enough in the carria^ for 
you to go with them as ftr as Glasgow, where Archibala will 
mxd means of sending you safely to Edinburgh. And in the 
way, I beg you will tea^ the woman as mu^ as you can of 
the mjrst^ of (heese-making, for die is to have a charge in 
the dairy, and I dare swear you ms as tidy about your milk-pail 
as about your dress.’ 

‘ Does ycmr hcmonr like dieese f ’ said Jeanie, with a gleam 
of conscions delight m she adced the question. 

'Like itl’ sand the Duke, whose good-nature antic^ted 
what was to follow — 'cakes and cheese ate a dinner for an 
empnor, let ahme a Highlandman.’ 

‘Because,’ said Jeanie, with modest oonfidoioe, and greatand 



THE HEABT OF MIOlXmHAN 


t$S 


e^eiit self-mtolaticHi, *W6 have been tihoughit so mrticiilir 
in miJring dbeese, ^ that some folk think it as guoe aa the 
real Dunlop; and if your Honour’s Oraoe wad but accept a 
stane or twa^ blithe, and foin, and proud it wad make us I 
But maybe ye may like the ewe-milk, that is, the Buckholm* 
side^ oheese better; or maybe the mit-milk, aa ye come fiae 
the Highlands — and I oanna pretend just to the sflune skeei o’ 
them ; but n^ cousin Jean, that lives at Lookermaohus in 

Lammermuir, I could speak to her, and 

^ Quite unnecess^,^ said the Duke; ‘the Dunlop is the 
very cheese of which I am so fond, and I will take it as ^e 
greatest &vour you can do me to send one to Caroline Park. 


But remember, be on honour with it, Jeanie, and make it all 
yourself for I am a real good jud^e.’ 

‘I am not feared,’ said Jeanie, confidently, ‘that I may 
please your honour; for 1 am sure you look as if you could 
hardly find feult wi’ ony body that did their best ; and weel is 


Wdly find feult wi’ ony body that did their best ; and weel is 
it ^ part, I trow, to do mine.’ 

This discourse introduced a topic upon which the two 
travellers, though so different in rank and education, found 
each a good deal to say. The Duke, besides his other patriotic 
qufidities, was a distinguished agriculturist, and proud of his 
mowledge in that depariment. He entertained Jeanie witibi 
his observations on the different breeds of cattle in Scotland, 


and their capacity for the dairy, and received so much infor- 
mation from her practical eiroerience in return, that he prom- 
ised her a couple of Devonshire cows in reward for the lesson. 
In short, his mmd was so transported back to his rui^ employ- 
ments and amusements, that he sighed when his carria^ 
stopped opposite to the old hackney-coach, which Archibald 
had kept m attendance at the place where thev had left it. 
While the coachman ag^ bridled his lean cattle, which had 
been indulged with a bite of musty hay, the Duke cautioned 
Jeanie not to be too communicative to her landlady oonoeming 
what had passed. ‘ There is,’ he said, ‘ no use of speaking m 
matters tOl they are actually settled ; and you may refer the 
good lady to Archibald, if she presses you hara with questi<^ 
Bhe is his old acquaintance, and he knows how to manage with 
hm*.’ 


He then took a cordial forewell of Jeania and told b^ to 
be ready in the ensuing week to return to Scothmd, saw tor 
safely ekablished in her hackney-coach, and rolled off in his 


^ See Buddtolmside CSitese. Note 26. 
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<Nm eairiag^ baamdiig a irfwm ci tiie ballad vliidi be is said 
to bave eompoeed : 

*at tiM t4^.«r Dnabutoa mm aoiB, 

I’ll eock up my bonnet end manh aaudiit 
With my di^moie bengug down to my beelt 
To whang at tim bannocks of barley ntM.' 

Pabaipa one on^t to be actoaQy a Scotsman to oonoerre 
how anienti. 7 , nndOT all distinctions of rank and sitnation, tbef 
fad titeir mataal connexion witii each other as natives of the 
same oountr;;^. There are, 1 believe, more associations ccnnmou 
to the B^ratants of a rade and wild than of a well-cnltivated 
and isrtiile ooontrjr: their ancestors have more seldom changed 
their place of residence ; their mutual recollection of remark- 
aide oqeets is more accurate ; the high and the low are more 
interested in each other’s welfare ; the feelinm of kindred and 
relationidiip are more widely extended; and, in a word, the 
Imnds of patriotic affection, always honourable even when a 
little too exclusively strained, have more influence on men’s 
ftelings and actions. 

The rambling hackney-coach, which tumbled over the (then) 
execrable Lonivm pavement at a rate very Afferent fix>m that 
whuh had conyeyra the ducal carriage to Richmond, at length 
deposited Jeanie Deans and her attendant at the national sign 
of the Thistle. Mrs. Glass, who had been in long and anxious 
expectation, now rushed, full of eager curiosity and open- 
mouthed interrogation, upon our heroine, who was positively 
unable to sustain the overwhelnubog cataract of her questions, 
winch bnrst finth with the snblinuto of a grand gardyloo : — 
‘Had the seen the Duke, God bless him ! — the Duchess — the 

S ung ladies t Had she seen the King, God blera him ! — the 
lemi — the Ftinoe of W ales — the Princess — or any of the rest 
of tile royal fimaly t Ifod she got her sister’s pardon t Was 
it out and out, or was it only a ocnmnutation of punishment t 
How tor had me gone — where had tiie driven to — whom had 
she seen- — what bad been said — what had kept her so long! ’ 
Sudi were the various questions huddled upon eadi other 
by a omtodty so eager that it could harcQy wait for its own 
gwtifioation. Jeanie would have been more than sufficiently 
embamssed 1 ^ this overbearing tide of intorr^tions, had not 
Artiiibald, who had probaUy reoaved from his master a hint 
to timt purpose^ advatmed to her resone ‘Mrs. Glasa’ said 
Chaos demred me particularly to say, mat be 
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vtndd taka it as a great &Toiir if you voold ask tfaa jroaag 
wmnan no qaestitnUk as he wishes to explain to tou mom dis- 
tinotly than she oan do how her afibiis stand, and oonauh ym 
on 8(Hne matters which she cannot altogether so well er^Sin. 
The Duke will call at the llistle to-morrow or next dt^ for 
that purpose.’ 

‘His Grace is very condescending,’ said Mrs. Glass, her leal 
fcff inquiry slaked for the present by the dexterous administra- 
tion of tms sugar-plum ; ‘his Ghaoe is sensible that I am in a 
manner accountable for the conduct of my voung IdnswomaiL 
and no doubt his Grace is the best juifoe how mr he should 
entrust her or me with the management of her affairs.’ 

‘ His Grace is quite sensible of that,’ answered Archibald, 
with national gravity, ‘and will certainly trust what he has to 
say to the most discreet of the two ; and therefore, Mrs. Glass, 
his Grace relies you will speak nothing to Mrs. Jean Deuis, 
either of her own affairs or her sister’s, until he sees you him- 
self He desired me to assure you, in the meanwhile, that 
all was going on as well as your londness could widi, Mrs. 
Glass.’ 

‘His Grace is very kind — very considerate; certtunly, Mr. 

Archibald, his Grace’s commands shall be obeyed, and But 

yon have bad a &r drive, Mr. Archibald, as I guess by the tfmA 
of your absence, and I guess Twith an engaging smile) you 
winna be the waur o’ a gl^ of t^ right Bosa Sobs.’ 

*1 thank you, Mrs. Glas^’ said the great man’s great man, 
‘ but I am under the necessity of returning to my Lora directly.’ 
And making his adieus civilly to both coumns, he left the shop 
of the lady of the Thistle \ 

‘1 am glad your affairs have prospered so wdl, Jeanie, my 
love,’ said Mrs. Glass ; ‘ though, mde^ there was little four of 
them so soon as the Duke of Ai^le was so oomiescending as to 
take them into hand. I will ask you no questions about thma, 
because his Grace, who is most considerate and prudent in sucli 
matters, intends to tell me all that yon kui yourself dear, ai^ 
doubtless a great deal more; so that anytn^ that may fie 
heavily on your mind may be imparted to me in the meanrame, 
as you see it is his Grace’s pleasure that I should be made 
acquainted with the whole matter forthwith, and vdiether y<m 
or he tells it will make no difference in the wm-ld, ye ken. H 
I ken what he is going to say beforehand, I will be much nune 
ready to give my advice, and whethra yon or he tdl me about 
it cannot modi signify after all, my dear. So you may jurt 
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my wbaterer yon like, mly mind 1 aak yon no questions 
Bboat % 

Jeanie was a little embanassed She thought that the oom- 
munieaticm she had to make was periiaps the only means she 
n^ht haye in her powmr to gratii^ her niendly and hospitable 
kinswoman. But her prudence instantly suggested that her 
secret intenriew with Queen Caroline, which seemed to pass 
under a certain sort of mystery, was not a proper subject for 
the gossip of a woman like Mrs. Class, of whose heart we had 
a much netter opinion than of her nrudenoe. She, therefore, 
answered in general, ^Thatthe Duke nad had the extraordinary 
kinibess to make very particular inquiries into her sister’s bad 
affair, and that he thought he had found the means of putting 
it a’ straight again, but that he proposed to tell all that he 
thought Mont tne matter to Mm. Glass herself.’ 

This did not quite satisfy the nenetrating mistress of the 
Thistle. Searching m her own small rappee, we, in spite of her 

C iise, urged Jeanie with still further questions. * Had she 
a’ that time at Ar^le House ? Was the Duke with her 
the whole time 1 and hw she seen the Duchess ? and had she 
seen the young ladies, and speciallv Lady Caroline Campbell ? ’ 
To these quemons Jeanie gave the general reply, ‘That she 
knew so little of the town tlmt she could not tell exactly where 
she had been ; that she had not seen the Duchess to her knowl- 
edge ; that she had seen two ladies, one of whom, she under- 
st^xl, bore the name of Caroline ; and more,’ she said, ‘ she could 
not tw about the matter.’ 

‘It would be the Duke’s eldest daughter, Lady Caroline 
Campbell, there is no doubt of that,’ said Mrs. Gla^; ‘but, 
doubtless, I shall know more particularly through his Grace. 
And BO^ as the doth is laid in the little parlour above stairs, 
and it is past three o’clock — for I have been waiting this hour 
for yom and I have had a snack myself — and, as they used to 
say in Scotland in mv time — I do not ken if the word be used 
now — there is ill talfeng between a full body and a fiisting ’ 


CHAPTER XXXIX 


Heaven first sent letters to some wretoh's aid — * 

Some banish’d lover, or some oaptive maid. 

POFB. 

B T dint of unwonted labour with the pen, Jeanie Deans 
contrived to indit^ and give to the ^rge of the post- 
man on the ensuing day, no than three letters, an 
exertion altogether stran^ to her habits ; insomuch so t^t, if 
milk had been plenty, she would rather have made tlmoe as 
many Dunlop cheeses. The first of them was very brief. It 
was addressed to Oeor^ Staunton, Esq., at the Becto^, Willing- 
ham, bv Grantham ; tne address being p^ of the imormation 
she had extracted fitim the communicative peasant who rode 
before her to Stamford. It was in these words : — 

‘SlE, 

*To prevmit &rder mischieves, whereof there hath been 
enough, comes these: Sir, I have my sister's pardon from ^ 
Queen's Majesty, whereof I do not doubt you will be glad, 
having had to say naut of matters whereof yon know the pur- 
port So, sir, I pray for your better welfiure in bodie and soul, 
and that it wUl ^ease the fisycian to visit you in His good time. 
Alwaies, sir, I pray you will never come again to see my sister, 
whereof there has b^ too much. And so, wishing you no eidl, 
but even your best good, that you may be tum^ fix>m your 
iniquity — for whysdd ye diet — I rest your humble servant to 
command, Yb kbn wha.' 

The next letter was to her &ther. It is too long altogetim 
fot insertion, so we only give a few extracts. It commenced 

^Dbabbst and truly HOKOxnEmD Fathbb, 

‘This comes with my duty to infonn you, that it bM 
j^eMed Qod to redeem that oaptiTitie of my pom aiste^ in 
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swi>eot the Qoeea’e Ueseed MigeBty, for wIuhb we an ever 
bonod to pmy, hath redeemed her soul £nnn the dayeiv graotiiig 
the niuom of her, whilk is ane pardon or retrieve. And 1 
spoke wi^ the Queen hue to &oe, and yet live ; for die is not 
muokle diffmng from other orand leddies, sayW that die has 
a stately presence, and een like a blue huntm’^wk’s, whQk 
gaed thron’ and throu’ me like a Highland dork. And all this 
good was, alway under the Great (nver, to whom all are but 
instruments, wrought forth for us by the Duk of Arg^ wha is 
ane native true-hearted Scotsman, and not pridefo’, like other 
folk we ken of ; and likewise skedy enow in bestial, whereof Im 
has promised to gie me twa Devonshire kye, of which he is 
enamoured, although I do still baud by the real hawkit Airshire 
breed; and I have promised him a cheese; and I wad wuss ye, 
if Gfowan^ the Inockit cow, has a quey, that she suld suck her 
fill of mi^ as 1 am given to understand ^ has none of that 
breed, and is not soornfu’, but will take a thing frae a puir body, 
that it may lighten their heart of the loa^g of debt that tiiey 
awe him. Also his Honour the Duke w^ accept ane of our 
Dunlop cheeses, and it sail be my &ut if a better was ever 
yearned in Lowden. (Here follow some observations respe^ 
ing the breed ctf cattle and the produce of the daily, whidi 
it is our intention to forward to the Board of Agnoultnre.) 
Nevertheless, these are but matters of the after-harvest,^ in 
respect of the great good which j^videnoe hath gifted us with, 
an4 in especial, poor Effie’s life. And oh, my dear fother, 
since it hath pleased God to be merciful to her, let her not want 
your firee paraon, whilk will make her iiiMt to be ane vessel of 
grace, and also a comfort to your ain graie hairs. Dear frdher, 
wiU ye let the Laird ken that we have had friends strangely 
nuaed up to and that the talent whilk he lent me will be 
. tfaanldully repaid ? I hae some of it to the fore ; and the rest 
of it is knotted up in ane^ purse or napkin, but in ane wee 
Int pa^« as is the foshion heir, whilk I am assured is gude for 
the ^er. And, dear fiither, through Mr. Butler’s means 1 hae 

K ids frieadii^ with the Duke, for there had been kindness 
tween their forbears in the auld troublesome time bye-past. 
And Mrs. (Bass has beoi kind like my very mother. She has 
a btaw house here, and lives bien and wann, wi’ tvm a&cvaapA 
lasses, and a man and aoallant in the shop. And she is to smid 
you doun a pound of her hie-diied, and scnne other tobaka, and 
we maun think of some propine few Imr, since her kindness hath 
beengieat. And t^ Du k to send the pezdem doun hgr 



!»£ HEABT OF MIDLOTBZAN 


401 


es^eas moocongOT, ia lespeefe th»tl oMoia twvd Mte fiksk; 

I am to onae doan vi’ twa of his Honour’s senraais— thsA is, 
J<dm Arddbaid, a dment oldexly gmitlemao, that says he has 
sstti TOu lens syne, when ye wme haying Wats ia the 
toe Luraof Ai^tonnaggitie — but maybe ve winaamiad 
him — ony way, he’saoiTil man — aadMra. Dolly Dntton, that 
is to be daii^rmaid at Invetaia; and they bring me on as to as 
Qla^’, whilk will make it nae pinoh to win hame, whilk I 
desue of all things. Ma^ the Giver of all good thii^ keep ye 
in yonr outmuns and inoomings, whereof devontiy prayeth 
yonr loving dauter, Jeab Daurs.’ 

The third letter was to Butler, and its tenor as follows : — 

‘Mastek Bdtleb — 

’Sm — It will be pleasure to von token that all 1 came for 
is, thanks be to God, weel dune and to the rade end, and that 
your forbear’s letter was right welcome to the Duke of Ar^e, and 
that he wrote your name down wi^ a keelyvine pm in aleawwn 
book, whereby it seems like he will do for you either wi’ a scale 
or a kirk; he has enow of baith, as I am assured. And I have 
semi the Queen, which gave me a hussy-case out of her own 
hand. She had not her crown and ^eptre, but they are laid 
by for her, like the bairns’ best olaise, to be worn when 
needs them. And they are keepit in a tour, whilk is not like 
the tour of Liberton, nor yet Gimgmillar, but mair like to the 
castell of Edinburgh, if the buildup were taen aud set down 
in tile midst of the Nor’ Loch. Also tiie Queen was vei^ 
bounteous, giving me a paper wortii fiftie pounds, as I am assui^ 
to pay my expenses here and back agen. Sa^ Master Bntto, 
as we were aye neebours' bairns, forbye ony thing else tiiot naav 
hae bem spoken between us, I trust you winna wrimp youncfi 
for what is needfo’ for your health, since it signifies not mu<d^ 
whilk o’ us has the siller, if tiie ower wants it And mind tihis 
is no meant to hand ve to ony thing whilk ye wad rather for- 

S i, if n Buld get a ohatge of a kirk or a s^e, as above sai^ 
ly I nope it will be a scale, and not a kirk b^use ^ese 
difiSmilties anent aitiu and patronages, whilk might gang 
doun wi’ my Iwnest fotiier. Only if to oonld oraipass a hanmi- 
nious call fine ^ parish of Ski^h-me-dead, as ye ones had 
Inqpe o^ I toow it rm please him weel since I hae heard fahn 
say that tiie root of the mat^ was mair dee^y halted in thnt 
wm muhrland parish than in the Oanm^fste of Edinbaiih* I 

TO®*. TO — 26 
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wish I had whatoa hooka je wanted, Mr. Butler, for they hae 
haill hoiuee oflhem here, end they are oNiged to set sum out 
ia the street^ whilk an aald dieap, doubtless to get them out 
of the weather. Itisamucklepla^andlhaeseensaemuekle 
of it that my poor head turns round. And ye ken laDgS3me I 
am nae cpreat pen-woman, and it is near eleven o’clock o’ the 
ni^t. I am cumming down in good oompanv, mid safe; and 
I Bad troubles in gaun up, whilk makes me olither of tnvd- 
ling wi’ kmid folk My cousin, Mrs. Glass, has a biaw house 
here, but a’lhing is sae poisoned wi’ snuff that I am like to be 
soomfished whiles. But what si^fies these things, in compari- 
son iff the great deliverance whilk has been vonchsafod to my 
fother’s house, in whilk you, as our auld and dear well-wisher, 
will, I doubt not, rejoice and be exceedingly glad t And 1 am, 
dear Mr. Butler, your sincere well-wisher in temporal and eternal 
things, J. D.’ 

After these labours of an unwonted kind, Jeanie retired to 
her bed, yet scarce could sleep a few minutes together, so often 
was ^e awakened by the heart-stirring consciousness of her 
sisto’s safety, and so powerfully urged to derosit her burden 
0$ joy where she had before laid her doubts and sorrows, in the 
warm and ^cere exercises of devotion. 

All the next, tmd all the succeeding day, Mrs. Glass fidgeted 
about her shop in the agony of expectation, like a pea — to use a 
vulgar simile which her profession renders appropriate — upon 
ime of her own tobaow-pipes. With the thira morning came 
the ejected coach, with four servants clustered behind on the 
fi)ot-bmm^ in dark brown and yellow liveries; the Duke in 
pmson, with laced coat, gold-headed cane, star and garter — all, 
as the story-book says, very grand. 

He inquired for his little countrywoman of Mrs. Glass, but 
without requesting to see her, probably because he was un- 
willing to give an appearance of personu intercourse betwixt 
them whioh scandal might have misinterpreted. ‘ The Queen,’ 
Im said to Mrs. Glass, ‘ had taken the case of her kinswoman 
into her ^pndons consideration, and beinff specially moved by 
the afifeotumato and resolute character of the elder sister^ had 
oemdesoended to use hra powerful intercession with his Majesty, 
in cimamnfflioe whioh a pi^an had been dei^tched to Scot- 
land to ]^e Deans, on cemdition of her banishing hmsdf forth 
of Soodand fbr fourteen years. The Ejng’s Advocate had in- 
tisted,’ he said, ‘upon this qualifioation of the paxdim* having 
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pointed oat to his Majesty’s ministets &at, irithin t&e omitse 
of only soTen years, twen^-one instanoes of diild-miiider Ittd 
oooui^ in Scotland.’ 

‘ Weary on him ! ’ stdd Mrs. Glass, ‘what for needed he to 
have tolled that of his ain country, and to the English fidk 
abnne a’ ! I used aye to think the Advocate a douce decent 
man, but it is an ul bird — begging your Grace’s pardon for 
’ ' j of such a coorse Iwe-word. And then what is the poor 
lassie to do in a foreign land ? Why, wae ’s me, it ’s just sending 
her to pky the same pranks ower again, out of sight or guidance 
of her mends.’ 

‘ Pooh ! pooh ! ’ said the Duke, ‘ that need not be antici- 
pated. Why, she may come up to London, or she may 
go over to America, and marry well for all that is come and 
gone.’ 

‘ In troth and so she may, as your Grace is pleased to inti- 
mate,’ replied Mrs. Glass; ‘and now I think upon it, there is 
my old correspondent in Virginia, Ephraim Buc^kin, t^t has 
supplied the Thistle this forty years with tobacco, and it is not 
a little that serves our turn, and he has been writing to me 
this ten years to send him out a wife. 'The carle is not above 
sixty, and hale and hearfy, and well-to-pass in the world, and 
a line from my hand would settle the ma^r, and Effie Dean’s 
misfortune — forbye that there is no special occasion to speak 
about it — would be thought little of there.’ 

‘ Is she a pretty girl t ’ said the Duke ; ‘ her sister does not 
get beyond a good comely sonsy lass.’ 

‘ Oh &r prettier is me than Jeanie,’ said Mrs. Glass, 
‘though it is long since I saw her mysell; but I hear of the 
Deanses by all my Lowden friends when they come; your 
Grace kens we Scots are clannish bodies.’ 

‘So much the better for us,’ said the Duke, ‘and the worse 
{(X those who meddle with ns, as your good old-&shioned smn 
says, Mra Glass. And now 1 hope you wUl approve of me 
measures I have taken for restoring your kinswoman to her 
frimids.’ These he detedled at leng^ and Mrs. Glass gave hw 
unqualified ^probation, with a smile and a courtesy at eveiy 
sentence. ‘And now, Mrs. Glass, yon must tell Jetmie I b(^ 
die will not forget mv dieese when she gets down to Sootlaiid. 
Archibald has my orders to arranra all her expoises.’ 

‘fieiKpng your Grace’s humlM pardon,’ said Mrs. Gla8% 
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^it’s ft fity to tfoaUe yoondf ftbont them: tba Dooftaeftas^ 
irealthy peoplo m tb^ vay, eeod the Ian haa loooey ia W 
pocket’ 

‘Thftt’a all wery trae^’ said the Doke;^ ‘hot yon know, 
where MacCSaUommore travels he pays all ; it is oor Highlapd 
privi^e to take hum all what toe want, and to give to all 
what Mry want’ 

'Tour Grace’s bettn at giving than taking,’ said Mrs. 
Glasa 

' To show yon the contrary,’ said the Duke, ’ I will fill my 
box out of this canister without paying you a bawbee;’ and 
again desiring to be remembered to Jeanie, with his good 
mshes fitr her safe journey, he departed, leaving Mra Glass 
unlii^ in heart and in countenance, the proudest and happiest 
01 tobacco and snuff dealers. 

Befleotively, his Grace’s good-himiour and affiibility had a 
&vourable effect upon Jennie’s situation. Her kinswoman, 
though civil and kind to her, had acquired top much of l«ndon 
bree£ng to be perfectly satisfied with her cousin’s rustic and 
national dress, and was, besides, something scandalised at the 
cause of her journey to London. Mrs. Gl^ might, therefore, 
j^ve been less sedulous in her attentions towards Jeanie, but 
for the interest which the foremost of the Scottish nobles (for 
such, in all men’s estimation, was the Duke of Argyle) seemed 
to take in her &>te. Now, however, as a kinswoman whose 
virtues and domestic a.ffections h^ attracted the notice and 
approbation of royalty itself Jeanie stood to h^ relative in a 
^nt very different and much more &vourable, and was not 
omy treated witii kindness, but with actual observance and 
respect. 

It depended on herself alone to have made as many visits, 
and seen as many sights, as lay within Mrs. Glass’s rawer to 
compass. Bufi excepting that she dined abroad with one or 
two ‘fitr-away sdnsfolk,’ and that she paid the same respect, on 
Mrs. Glass’s strong urgmicy, to Mrs. D^ty Dabby, wife of the 
Worshipful Mr. Deputy Dabby, of Faningdon Wiwout, she did 
not avw herself of the opportunity. ^ Mrs. Dabby was the 
second lady oi rank whom Jeanie had seen in London, 
she used sometimes afterwards to draw a paraUd betTirixt h» 
and the Que^ in which she observed, that ‘ Mrs. l^bby was 
dresasd twice as grand, and was twice as l»g, and spdm. twice 
as loud, and twice as muckle, as the Queen ai<^ but she hadna 
the same goss-hawk glance that makes the skin creep and the 
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Icoee hmd; md ^faad Idndly gifted l» « 

h^i of sugaar and twa punds tea^ 3^ ehe badna 
tiie sweet look that the Queen had when ahe put needb- 
hodk into her hand.’ 

Jeanie might have enjoyed the eights and noToIties of 
great cil^ more, had it not been for the qualification added 
to her ^ter’s pardon, wUoh greatly her affectionate 

di8|)08ition. On this subject, howeTor, ner mind was somewhat 
rdieved by a letter which i^e received in return of post, in 
answer to that which she had written to her father. With 
bis affectionate blessing, it brought his foil approbation of 
the step which she had taken, as one insnired by the immedi- 
ate dictates of Heaven, and wiiich she had. been mrust upon in 
order that she might become the means of safety to a perish- 
ing household. 

‘ If ever a deliverance was dear and precious, this,’ said the 
letter, ‘ is a dear and precious deliverance ; and if life saved can 
be made more sweet and savoury, it is when it cometh by the 
hands of those whom we hold in the ties of affection. And do 
not let your heart be disquieted within you, that tins victim, 
who is rescued from the horns of the altar, whereuntil she was 
fast bound bv the chains of human law, is now to be driven 
beyond the l^unds of our land. Scotland is a blessed land to 
those who love the ordinances of Christianity, and it is a faer 
land to look upon, and dear to them who have dwelt in it a’ 
their days; and weel said that judicious Christian, worthy 
John Livingstone, a sailor in Borrowstounness, as the fomous 
Patrick Walker rewrteth his words, that howbeit he thought 
Scotland was a Gwennah of wickedness when he was at home, 
yei when he was abroad, he accounted it ane paradise ; for the 
evils of Scotland he found ever3rwhere, and the good of Scotlwd 
he found nowhere. But we are to hold in remembrance that 
Scotland, though it be our native land, and the land of our 
fothers, is not Tike Goshen in ifeypt, on whilk the sun of the 
heavens and of the Gospel shinetn allenarly, and leaveth the rest 
of the world in utter darkness. Therefore, and also because this 
increase of profit at St. Leonard’s Crags mav be a cauld waff of 
wind blawing firom the frozen land of earthly sel^ where never 
plant of grace took root or grew, and because my concerns make 
me take something ower mu(dde a grip of the gear of the warld 
in mine arms, I receive this dispensation anent Effie as a call to 
d^ort out of Hatan, as righteous Abraham of old, and leave 
my foil’s kindred and my mother’s house, and the ashes 
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md mould of them who have moo to deep before m^ 
whidi wait to be mingled widi uieee aoid crazed bones of mine 
own. And my heart is lightened to do this, when I odl to 
mind the deoajr of aotive and earnest religion in this land, and 
surrey the height and the deplh, tiie len^ and the loeiulth, 
of national demotions, and how the love of many is waxing 
lukewarm and cold ; and I am streimthened in this resolution 
to duuoge my domicile likewise, as I hear that store-forms are 
to be s^ at an easy mail in Nortiiumberland, where there ^ 
many predous souls that are of our true though suffering 
persuasion. And sic part of the kye or stock as I judge it fit to 
keq> may bedrireh thither without incommodi^ — say about 
Wooler, or that gate, keqiing aye a shouther to the hills — and 
the rest may be sauld to gude profit and advantage if we had 
gn^ weel to use and guide these gifts of the n^ld. The 
Laird has been a true fiiend on our unhappy occasions, and I 
hare paid him back the siller for Effie’s misfortune, whereof 
Mr. Niohil Norit returned him no balance, as the Laird and I 
did expect he wad hae done. But law licks up a’, as the 
common folk say. I hare had the siller to borrow out of sax 
purses. Mr. S^dletree advised to give the Laird of Lounsbeck 
a charm on his ^d for a thousand merks. But I hae nae 
broo’ of charges, sinra that awfu’ morning that a tout of a horn 
at the Gross of Edinburgh blew half the foithfii’ ministers of 
Scotland out of their pulpits. However, I sail raise an adjudi- 
cation, whilk Mr. Saddletree says comes instead of the auld 
apprisings, and will not lose weel- won gear with the like of him 
if it may ro helped. As for the Queen, and the credit that she 
hath done to a poor man’s daughter, and the mercy and the 
grace ye found with her, I can only pray for her weel-beiog 
here and hereafter, for tim establishment of her house now and 


for ever upon the tiirone of these kingdoms. I doubt not but 
what you told her Migesty that I was the same David Deans 
of whom there was a sport at the Revolution, when 1 noited 
thegither the heads of twa folse prophet these ungracious 
the prdates, as they stood on the Hie Stareet, after being 
expelled mm the Gkmvention Parliament The Duke of 
A^le is a noble and tarue-hearted nobleman, who pleads the 
oauw of the poor, and those \dio have none to help thmn ; 
vei^y his rewtm shidl not be lacking unto him. I have been 
wriihig of many thinm but not (ff that whilk lies neatest mine 
heart I have semi the misguided thing; she will be at freedom 
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th« mom, m enaoted caution that she ahali leaTO Sootlsiiud in 
four weelm Her mind is in an evil frame — casting her ^ 
b^kward on I doubt, as if the bitter voters of llte 

vnldemess were n^er to endure than the brick fttmaoes, by 
the side of which there were savoury flesh-pots. I need not Md 
you make haste down, for you are, excepting always my Gfreat 
Master, my only comfort in these straits. I chaige you to 
withdraw your feet from the delusion of that Vanity Fair in 
whilk ye are a soioumer, and not to go to their wonsnip, vhilk 
is an ill-mumbled mass, as it was weel termed by James tiie 
Sext, &ough he afterwards, mth his unlmppy son, strove to 
bring it ower back and belly into his native Kingdom, where- 
through their race have been cut off as foam upon the water, 
and shall be ^ wanderers among the nations ; see the prophecies 
of Hosea, ninth and seventeenth, and the same, tenth and 
seventL But us and our house, let us say with the same 
prophet : “ Let us return to the Lord ; for he hath tom and 
he will heal us, he hath smitten and he will bind us up.” ’ 

He proceeded to say, that he approved of her propo^ mode 
of returning by Glasgow, and entered into sunmy minute 

{ larticulars not necessary to be quoted. A single line in the 
etter, but not the least frequently read by the party to 
whom it was addressed, intimated that ‘Reuben Butler had 
been as a son to him in his sorrows.^ As David Deans 
scarce ever mentioned Butler before without some gibe, more 
or less direct, either at his carnal gifts and learning or at his 
grandfother’s heresy, Jeanie drew a good omen from no such 
qualifying clause being added to this sentence respecting him. 

A lover’s hope resembles the beam in the nursery t^e : let 
it once take root, and it will grow so rapidly that in the course 
of a few hours the giant limtgination builds a castle on the 
top, and by and by comes D^ppointment with the ‘ curtal 
axe,’ and hews down both the phmt and the superstructure. 
Jeanie’s fency, though not the most powerful of ner frkculties, 
was lively enough to transport hw to a wild form in North- 
umberland, well stocked with milk-cows, yeald beasts, and 
sheep ; a meeting-house Wd by, frequented by serious Piiesby- 
terians, who had united in a ha^onious call to Reuben Butl^ 
to be their spiritual guide ; Effie restored, not to gaiety, but 
to cheerfulness at le^; their fother, with his grey hairs 
smoolhed down, and spectacles on his nose ; herself with tl^ 
maiden snood exchanged for a matron’s^ curch — all arranged in 
a pew in the said meeting-house, listening to words of devotion, 
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niqtoed ffwester and xbom powoM bjr tibe tus 

iidBdi ixmlnaed &em irith t&e|Maelm. ^ dioiabed bboIi 
visioiui day to dtsv, natil leridenM in London be^ 
to become insupportable and tedious to ber ; and it mu mb 
no ordinazy satit&otion that she leoeired a sommcmB fem 
Aiijde House, requiring bar in two days to be prqiaxed to join 
their northward peurfy. 



CHAPTER XL 


One was a female, who had grievous ill 
Wrought in reven|», and she enjoy'd it still ; 

Sullen she was, and threatening ; m her eye 
Olared the stem triumph that she dared to die. 

Grabbb. 

T he sitimnons of prqraxation amyed after Jeanie Deans 
had resided in the metropolis about three weeks. 

On the morning appointed she took a ^teful farewell 
of Mrs. Glass, as that good woman’s attention to her particularly 
required, pla^ herself and her movable goods, which purchases 
and presents had greatly increasec^ in a hackney*ooach, and 
joined her travelling compamons in the housekeeper’s apart- 
ment at ^gyle House. While the carriage was getting ready, 
she was inform^ that the Duke wished to speak with her ; ana 
being ushered into a splendid saloon, she was surprised to find 
that he wished to present her to lady and wughters. 

‘I bring you my little countrywoman. Duchess,’ mese were 
the words of the introduction. *With an army of young fellows 
as gallant and steady as she is, and a good cause, I would not 
fear two to one.’ 

*Ah, pi^l’ said a lively young lady, about twelve years 
old, * remember you were full one to two at Sherifimuir, and 
yet (singing the well-known ballad) — 

Some say that we wan, and some say that they wan, 

And some say that nane wan at a*, man ; 

But of ae thing I*m sure, that on Sheriffinuir 
A battle there was that I saw, man.* 

*Wliat, little Mary tamed Tory oa my hands 1 l%is wifl 
be news for oar coantaTwomaa to carry down to Stiot- 
laodl’ 

*We Biay^ tom Tories for the thanks we here got 6a 
raaaaining vntigs,’ said tiie seocmd yoong bkdy. 
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’Well, hold jwtir peao^ you dwxmtented monkeyB, and go 
dress your balnes ; and as finr the Bob of Biimblane, 

If it WMna wool bobbit» wml bobbit^ weel bobbit, 

If it mum* weel bobbit, we ’ll bobb it again.’ 


‘Papa's wit is rmoning low,’ said Lady Mary, ‘the 
emtleman is rqteating mmself ; he sang ^t on the field of 
battle, when he was tdd the Highlanders had out his left wing 
to pieoes with their claymores.’ 

A pull by the hair was the repartee to this sally. 

‘An! brare Highlanders and might claymores,’ said the 
Duke, ‘ well do I wim them, “ for a’ the ill they Ve done me yet,” 
as the song goes. But come, madcaps, say a civil word to your 
countrywoman. I wish ye had halt her cannv hamely sense ; 
I think you may be as leal and true-hearted.’ ^ 

The Duchess advanced, and, in few words, in which there 
was as much kindness as civility, assured Jeanie of the respect 
which she had for a character so affectionate, and yet so nrm, 
and added, ‘ When yon get home, you will perhaps hear fiom 
me.’ 


‘And firom me.’ ‘^d firom me.’ 'And firom me, Jeanie,’ 
added the young ladies one after the other, ‘for you are a 
credit to the land we love so well’ 

Jeanie, overpowered with these uneapected compliments, 
and not aware that the Duke’s investigation had made him 
acquainted with her behaviour on her sister’s trial, could only 
answer by blushing, and oonrte83dng round and round, and utter- 
ing at intervals, ‘Mony tiianks! mony tiianks ! ’ 

‘Jeanie,’ said the Duke, ‘you must have dock cm’ dorroeh, 
or you wm be unable to travel’ 

Inere was a salver with cake and wine on the table. He 
took TO a glass, drank ‘ to all true hearts that lo’ed Scotland,’ 
mid oTOred a glass to his guest 
Jeanie, however, declined it saying, ‘that she had never 
tasted wine in her lift.’ 

‘How comes that Jeaniet’ said the Duke; ‘wine maketh 
glad the heart yon know.’ 

‘ Ay, but my ftther is like Jcmadab the son of Bechah 
who <maiged his ohildren that they should drink no wine.’. 

‘ I thouj^t your &,ther would have' had more smise^’ said 
the Duke, ‘unftss, indeed, he preftrs brandy. Bnthowevmr, 
Jeanie, if you will not drmk, you i»ust eat to save the dtar- 
aoter my house.’ ■ ' 
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He thrust upon her a krge pieoe of oaik^ tm would he 
pemit her to break off a ffagment aad lay the rest m the 
salver. ^Put it in your ^uck Jeaniei’ said hej *yoa wSI be 

f lad of it before you see Bt Giles’s steepla I wdi to Heaven 
were to see it as soon as vou ! and so my best service to aU 
my friends at and about Auld Reekie, and a blitibe journey to 
you.’ 

AnA mixing the frankness of a soldier with his natural 
affahiliir, he snook hands with his prot4g^ and committed 
her to the charge of Archibald, satisfied that he had provided 
sufficiently for her beii^ attended to by his domestics, ^m 
the unusual attention with which he h^ himself treated her. 

Accordingly, in the course of her journey, she found both 
her companions disposed to pay her every possible civility, so 
that her return, in point of comfort and safety, formed a strong 
contrast to her journey to London. 

Her heart also was disburdened of the weight of grie^ 
shame, apprehension, and fear which had loaded her Mfore 
her interview with the Queen at Richmond. But the human 
mind is so strangely capricious that, when freed firom the 
pressure of real misery, it becomes open and sensitive to the 
apprehension of ideal calamities. She was now much disturbed 
in mind that she had heard nothing from Reuben Butler, to 
whom the operation of writing was so much more familiar than 
it was to herself 

*It would have cost him sae little fitsh,’ she said to herself ; 
^for 1 hae seen his pen gang as &st ower the paper as ever it 
did ower the water when it was in the grey goose’s wing. 
Wae ’s me ! maybe he may be badly ; but then my fiither wm 
likely hae said somethmg about it. Or maybe he may hae 
taen the rue, and kensna how to let me wot of his change of 
mind. He needna be at muckle fitsh about it,’ — she went oil 
drawing herself up, though the tear of honest pride and iiyured 
affection mthered in her eye, as she entertained the suspicion ; 
^ Jeanie Deans is no the 1^ to pu’ him by the sleeve, or put 
hiTTi in mind of what he wishes to forget. 1 shall wish nim 
weel and happy a’ the same ; and if he has '&e luck to get a 
kirk in our country, I sail gang and hear him just the very 
same, to show that I bear nae malice.’ And as she imagined 
the scene, the tear stole over her eye. 

In tixese melancholy revmries Jeanie had full time to in- 
dulge herself; for her totvelUng companions, servants in a dis- 
tinguished and &shioiiafble fiumly, had, of course, many topics 
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dPtoTflinatitm k ivycli it ms absolatdy iaiiposBible die ecmld 
kara «itl»r i^aumn m pcotioB. Sie hi^ ttoefere, abondant 
ielsme fon^eotknt, ana even fot aeM-tomsiaiiag, aaring tlM 
aamal days wbidi, indnlgmg the TOong lunsee we Bake inia 
•ending downto the N<vdi widt eoffieimt ease and short stages, 
th^ oooopied in reaching the neighbouAood of Garlisla 

£i approach^ the Tioinity of that andwt city, they dis- 
oemed a ocnuddetahle oiowd nmn an eminence at a little 
distance from tihe highroad, and learned from some passengers 
who were gathering towards that busy scene from the south- 
WBi^ that thi cause of the oonconrse was the laudable public 
desire * to see a domned Scotch witch and thief get half of her 
due upo’ Haribee Broo’ yonder : for she was only to be hanged 
she diould hae been boomed aloive, an’ cheap on ’t ’ 

'Bear Mr. Arohibald,’ said the dame of the ddiy elect, *1 
never seed a woman hanged in a’ my life, and only four men, 
as made a goodly spectacle.’ 

Mr. Atohibalo, however, was a Scotohnu^ and promised 
himself no exuberant pleasure in seeing his countrywoman 
undergo ‘ the terrible behests of law.’ Moreover, he was a man 
ci sense and delicacy in his way, and the late o^umstanoes of 
Jeanie’s family, with the cause of her expedition to London, 
were not unknown to him ; so that he answered drily, it was 
im|>osable to stm, as he must be early at Carlisle on some 
business of the Duke’s, and he accordingly bid the postilions 
get <m. 

The road at that time passed at about a quarter of a mile’s 
distance from the eminence called Hanbee or EforabM Brow, 
which, though it is very moderate in size and height, is never- 
thelesB seen from a great distance around, owing to the flatness 
of the country through which the Eden flows. Here many an 
ou^w and hordn-rider of both kingdoms had wavered in the 
wind during the wars, and scarce less hostile truces, between 
the two countries. Upon Harab^ in latter days, other execu- 
tions had taken j^ace with as little ceremony as compassion; 
for ^se frontier provinees remained long unsettled, and oven 
at the time of wm<h wo write, were ruder than those in t^ 
centre of Eimland. 

The postincms drove on, whetimg, as the Penrith road led 
theiu round the verge of the nsiu ground. Yet still the eyes 
of Mrs. BoUv Butt^ which, wim the head and substantial 
penon to wnuh they belonged, wero all tamed towards the 
'Scene (d aotimi, cotdd diacran ^sMy the outline the gaSows- 
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itee, rdieved against the olesr da, the 4aidk dads fimadl hy 
the petsons of ^ executioner ana the erinunal upeu ^ l^t 
rounds of ^ tall aerial laddn, until one the otgeotsblaioiafaed 
into the ak, rave unequirocal signs of mortal agony, thootAi 
appealing in the distiuioe not lugerthan a spider dep^deolttt 
the extremily of ^ invisible threap while ^ remaining haa 
descended from its elevated situation, and regained with att 
spe^ an undistinguished place among the crowd. This termi- 
nation of the tragic 8<%ne drew forth of course a squall from 
Mrs. Dutton, and Jeanie, with instinctive curiosity, turned her 
head in the same direction. 

The sight of a female culprit in the act of undergoing the 
&tal punishment from which her beloved sister had been so 
recenuy rescued, was too much, not perhaps for her nerves, but 
for her mind and feelings. She turned her head to the o&er 
side of ike carriage, with a sensation of sickness, of loathing, 
and of frinting. Her female companion overwhelmed her wiw 
questions, with proffers of assistance, with reouests that the 
carriage might be stopped, that a doctor might he &tch^ that 
drops might be gotten, that burnt feathers and assafintida, fur 
water, and hartsnorn might be procured, all at once, and with- 
out one instant’s delay. Archibald, more calm and considerate, 
only desired the carriage to push forward ; and it was not till 
they had got beyond sight of the &tal spectacle that, semng 
the deadly ptdeness of Jeanie’s countenance, he stopped the 
can^e, and jumping out himself went in search of we most 
obvious and most easily procured of Mrs. Dutton’s pharma- 
oo poei a — a draught, namely, of fidr water. 

nHbile Archibiud was absent on this good-natured piece of 
service, damning the ditches which produced nothing but mud, 
and thinking upon the thousand bubbling springlets of his own 
mountains, the attendants on the execution began to pass the 
stationary vehicle in their way back to Carlisle. 

From their half-heard and half-understood words, Jeanie^ 
whose attention was involuntarily riveted by thmn, as ikat of 
children is by ghost stories, though they know Jke pain with 
which they will afterwards remember them — Je^e, I say, couH 
discern that the present victim of <he law had died ‘game,’ es it 
is termed by those unfortunates ; that is, sullen, reddMi^ and 
impmutmit, neiriier fearing God nor regardiim man. 

‘A store woif^ and a dour,’ said one Cumbrian pea sa n t, aa 
he dattered by in his wooden brogues, with a ncdse like, the 
trampling of a dray-horse. 
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' *She gam to ho ma^, iritii bo’s same m her moatL’ 
Mud aaotiher. * iSiame the ooiml^Aoald be harried wi’ Sootoh 
witobes and Scotch bitches this gate; bat I say hang and 
drown.’ 

'Ay, ay, Gafiinr Tramp, take awa yealdon, take awa low; 
hang ^e witch, and there will be less scathe amang os ; mine 
owsen hae been reckan this towmont.’ 

'And mine bums hae been mining too, mon,’ replied his 
nei^boor. 

‘Silence wi’ yonr Me tongues, ye churl^’ said an old woman 
who hobbled pa^ them as they stood talking near the carriage ; 
'this was nae witch, bat a bluidy-Mgered thief and murderess.’ 

' Ay t was it e’en sae. Dame Hinchup t ’ said one in a civil 
ton^ and stepping out of his place to let the old woman pass 
along the foo^m ‘ Nay, you know best, sure ; but at ony 
rate we hae but tint a Soot of her, and that ’s a thing better 
lost than found.’ 

The old woman passed on without making any answer. 

'Ay, ay, neighbour,’ said Gaffer TrampL ‘se^t thou how one 
witch win spew for t’other — Soots or English, the same to 
them.' 

His companion shook his head, and replied in the same 
subdued tone, 'Ay, ay, when a Sark-footwife gets on her broom- 
stack, the dames of Ailonby ate ready to mount, just as sure as 
the bye- word gangs o’ the hills — 

If Skiddsw hath a cap, 

Oriffd wots fnll weel of that.’ 

'But,’ continued Gaffer Tramp, ' thinkest thou the daughter 
o’ yon hangit body isna as rank a witch as ho t ’ 

'I kernia clearly,’ returned the feUow, 'but the folk are 
meaking o’ swimming her i’ the Eden.’ And they pa^d on 
their several roads, alter wishing each other good morning. 

Just as the clowns left the place, and as Mr. Archibald re- 
turned with s(Mae &ir water, a crowd of boys and girls, and 
some of the lower rabble of more mature age, came up from 
the place of execution, grouping themselves with many a yell 
of delict around a tul female fentastically dressed, who was 
danmnj^ leaping, and bounding in the midst of them. A horrible 
reooUectaon pressed on Jeanie as she looked on this unfortunate 
creatore; and the rmninisomioe was mutual, for, by a sudden 
exerticm of gmt strength and agilily, Madge wildfire broke 
oat of the noisy drde of tormentors surrounded her, and 
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dioging &st to && door cf the oaladi. nttraed, in « Kraad be* 
twixt Janghtw and soieaming, ‘Qi, d^ye keiL Jeauie BeomSi 
tiuy hae nangit onr motharY' Then auddeniy ohai^M her 
tone to lhat of the most piteons entreaty, she added, ‘0 gar 
them let me gang to ont her down ! — let me bnt out hw doifn ! 
She is my mother, if she was wanr than the deil, and shell be 
nae nudr kenspeokle than half-hangit Marne Dioka(m, that otted 
sant mony a day after she had been hangit; h«r voice was 
Tonpit and hoarse, and her neck was a wee or ye wad hae 
kend nae odds on her frae ony other sant-wim.’ 

Mr. Archibald, embarrassed by the madwoman’s dinging to 
the carriage, and detaining ^und them her noisy and mischiev- 
ous attendants, was all this while looking out for a oonstable 
or beadle, to whom he might commit the unfortunate creature. 
But seeing no such person of authority, be^ endeavoured to 
loosen her hold from we oarriage, that they might escape from 
her by driving on. Thi^ however could ha^y be achieved 
without some degiM of violence ; Madge hdd &si and renewed 
her frantic entreaties to be permitted to out down her mother. 
‘ It was but a tenpenny tow lost,’ she said, ‘and what was that 
to a woman’s lifel’ There came up, however, a parcel of 
savage-looking fellows, butchers and graders chiefly, among 
whose cattle there had been of late a very general and &tu 
distemper, which their wisdom imputed to witchcraft, lliey 
laid violent hands on Madge, and tore her from the carriage, 
exclaiming — ‘ What, doest stop folk o’ king’s highway 1 
no done mischief enow already, wi’ thy murders and thy 
witoherings t ’ 

‘Oh, Jeanie Deans — Jeanie Deans!’ exclaimed the poor 
maniac, ‘save my mother, and I will take ye to the Inter- 
preter’s house again : and I will teach ye a’ bonny sangs ; 

and I will tell ye what came o’ the ’ The rest of her 

entreaties were drowned in the shouts of the rabbla 

‘ Save her, for God’s sate ! — save her from those people ! ’ 
exclaimed Jeanie to Arohibald. 

‘She is mad, but quite innocent — she is mad, gentleman,’ 
said Archibald j ‘ do not use her ill, take her before the mayor.’ 

' Ay, ay, we’se hae care enow on her,’ answered one of the 
fellows ; ‘ gang thou thy gate, man, wd mind thine own mattna’ 

‘He’s a Soot by his tongue,’ said^ uiother ; ‘and an te will 
come out o’ his whirligig there, I’se gie him his tartan plaid tb’ 
o’ brokmi banes.’ 
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It iinxdfiar BoiluBg ooold be dtme to mboho Madgeiead 
Aroliibaldl, wbo was e nan of hmnamty, oonld only W the 
postOkma hnny on to Gailiale, toat he mh^ht obtoin aome 
aasistanoe to the nntortonato woman. As they drove o£^ toey 
heard the hoarse roar with which toe mob vrekM acts of riot 
or orodty, yet even above that deep and dire note they oonld 
discern toe screams of toe unfortunate victim. They were soon 
out of hearing of toe cries, but had no sooner entered the streets 
of Carlisle tow Archibald, at Jeanie’s earnest and urgent en- 
tity, went to a magistrate, to state toe cruelty wmch was 
likely to be exercised on this unhappy creature. 

In about an hour and a half he returned, and reported to 
Jeanie that toe magistrate had very readily gone in person, 
with some assistant^ to toe rescue of toe umortunate woman, 
and that he had himself accompanied him ; that when they 
came to toe muddy pool in which toe mob were ducloi^ her, 
according to their mvourite mode of punishment, the magistrate 
sncceed^ in rescuing her from their hands, but in a state of 
insensibility, owing to toe cruel treatment which she had re- 
ceived. lie adde^ that he had seen her carried to toe work- 
house, and understood that she had been brought to herself 
wd was expected to do well 

This last averment was a slight alteration in TOint of &ct, 
{<a Madge Wildfire was not expected to survive toe treatment 
she had received ; but Jeai^ seemed so much aritated that 
Mr. Artoibald did not toink it prudent to tell her toe worst at 
once. Indee^ she appeared so fluttered and disordered by tbin 
alarming accident tha^ although it had been their intention to 
proceed to Ix>ngtown toat evening, her companions judged it 
most advisable to pass the night at Garlisla 

T^ was parricularly^ agree^e to Jeanie, who resolved, if 
possible, to procure an intorview rnth Madge Wildfire. Con- 
necting some of her wild flights wito the narrative of Ceoige 
Staunton, toe was unwilling to omit the opportunity of extract- 
ing fi^om her, if possible, some information ooncmming toe fide 
of toat uiriortonate mfimt which had cost her sister so dear. 
Her aectnaintanoe wito toe discnrdered state of poor Mack’s 
mind did not permit her to chmito much hope that toe oould 
acquire firom her any useful intelligenoe ; bat to^ siaoe 
Iwdge’s mother had suflered hw deserts, amd was mleiit f<» 
ever^ it was her only toance of obtaining any kind of infor- 
mation, and toe was loth to lose the opportunity. 

coloured her wito to Mr. Arclubw by saying tiiat toe 
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had seen Madge fimnerly, and widied to know, as a mattaip of 
hmnaaity, how she was attended to under her present mk- 
fortunes. That oomplaiBant person immediately went to the 
workhouse, or hospital, in whicm he had seen the sufferer lodged, 
and brought back for reply, that the medical attendants posi^ 
tively forWle her seeing wiy one. When the application for 
admittance was repeated next day, Mr. Archibald was informed 
that she had been very quiet and composed, insomuch that the 
clergjmi^ who acted as chaplain to the establishment, thought 
it emedient to read prayers beside her be^ but that her wancmr- 
ing nt of mind had returned soon after his departure ; however, 
her countrywoman might see her if she chose it. She was not 
expected to live above an hour or two. 

Jeanie had no sooner received this information than she 
hastened to the hospital, her companions attending her. They 
found the djdng person in a large ward, where there were ten 
beds, of which me patient’s was me only one occupied. 

Madge was singing when they entered — singing her own wild 
snatches of songs and obsolete airs, with a voice no longer over- 
strained by folse spirits, but softened saddened, and subdued 
by bodily^exhaustion. She was still insane, but was no longer 
able to express her wanderii^ ideas in the wild notes of her 
former state of exalted imagination. There was death in the 
plaintive tones of her voice, winch yet, in this moderated and 
melancholy mood, had something of the lulling sound with 
which a mother sings her in&nt asleep. As Jeanie entered, she 
heard first the air, and then a part of the chorus and words, of 
what had been, perhaps, the song of a jolly harvest-home: 

** Our work is over — over now, 

The goodman wipes his weary brow, 

The last long wain wends slow away, 

And we are free to sport and play. 

The night comes on when sets the sun, 

And IfStour ends when day is done. 

When Autumn ’s ^ne and Winter ’s come, 

We hold our jovial harvestrhome.’ 

Jeanie advanced to the bedside when the strain was finished, 
and addressed Madge by her nama But it produced no symp- 
toms of recollection. On the contrary, the patient, like one 
provoked by interruption, changed her posture, and called out, 
with an impatient tone, ‘ Nurse — nurse, turn my feoe to the 
wa*^ that I may never answer to that name ony mair, and never 
see mair of a wicked world,’ 

TPnv«--aT ^ 
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’ ^ sttmtittat m tibe Iio^tel anu^ her k bed as 
she desired, witii htt koe to w wall and her back to the Hgdit. 
So soon as ike ms qiaet k this aew podtioD, die be^ agak 
to dug k the same low and soodslated dxun^ as u b 1» was 
noovenag the date of abstraction idiioh the kterrapti<ni of 
her dsituts had disturbed. The strain, however, was amkent^ 
and rather resemUed the mnsio of the Methodist hymns, though 
the measnte (rf the song was similar to that of the krmer: 

* Wben the fight of grace is foii_ 

When the maniage rest is wrought, 

When Faith hath chased cold Doubt away, 

And Hope hut sickent at delay. 

When Charity, imprisoned here, 
horm for a more expanded sphm, 

Doff thy rol^ of sin and clay, 

ChristiaD, rise, and come away.* 

The strain was solemn and affiscting, sustained as it was by 
the patibetio warble of a voice i^ieh had naturally been a &e 
one, and which weakness, if it diminished its power, had im- 
proved in Bo^rms. Archibald, tihough a follower of the court, 
and a pococumnte by profession, was confused, if not affected ; 
tbe dairymaki blubber^ ; and Jeanie felt the tears rise sponta- 
neously to her ey^. Even the nurse, accustomed to all modes 
in whm the spirit oan pass, seemed considerably moved 
The patient was evidently ^win^ weaker, as was intimated 
bjy an apparent difficulty of oiesUhing which smzed her from 
tune to time, and by the utterance of low listless moans, inti- 
mating. that nature was suceumbing in the last conflict But 
the spirit of melody, which must originally have so strongly 
possessed this unfortunate young woman, seemed, at eveij 
interval of ease, to triumph over her painand weakness. And it 
was remarkable that there eould always be traced in her songs 
something appropriate^ thongh p^haps only obliquely or cd- 
laterally so, to her present srinatiim. Her next seemed to be 
the fia^ent of scmie old ballad; 

*Cauld ia.my bed. Lord Archibald 
And sad my skep of sorrow ; 

Bat tlittasallhaasaadand oa^ 
lityfoiiae trae4oT% to-porrow. 

And ween ye not, my maidmis free, 

Thoim death year mistress borrow ; 

For ho whom I die today. 

Shall die for me to-nuqaow#’ 
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Afflin die changed the tone to me wilder, leas monotonous, 
and less re«plar. But of the words <nily a fragment m two 
could be collected by tiiose who listened to this singular scene : 


^Prond Ifauie Is in ths wood, 
Walkini^ so early. 

Sweet Bo ran aits on the bosh, 
Singing so lardy. 


** Tell me, tbon bonny bird. 
When shall I many me f ** 
** When six braw gentlemen 
Eirkward shall carry ye.*’ 


** Who makes the bridal bed, 
Birdie, say truly I *' 

**The grey-headed sexton, 

That ddves the gr^ve d^y.” 


The glowworm o’er grave and stone 
Smdl light thee steady ; 

The owl from the steeple sing, 

** Welcome, proud lady.”^ 

Her Toioe died away with the last notes, and she fell into a 
slumber, fixtm which the experienced attendant assured tiiem 
that she never would awake at alL or only in the death-agony. 

The nurse’s prophecy proved true. Ine poor maniac parted 
with ezistenoe without again uttering a sound of a^ kind. 
But our travellers did not witness this catastrophe. They left 
the hospital as soon as Jeanie had satisfied bmself that no 
elucidation of her sister’s misfortunes was to be hoped fix>m the 
dying person.^ 


> See Madge WlldOra Note 27. 



CHAPTER XLI 


Wilt thou go oa with me ? 

The moon is biiaht, the sea is calm, 

And 1 know weu the ocean paths . • 
Thou wilt go on with me I 

Thalaha^ 


T he &tirae and dotation of these varions scenes had 
agitated Jeanie so much, notwithstanding her robust 
strength of constitution, that Archibald iudged it 
necessary that she should have a day’s repose at the village 
of Longtown. It was in vain that Jeanie herself protests 
against any delay. The Duke of Argyle’s man of confidence 
was of course consequential; and as he had been bred to 
the medical profession in his youth — at least he used this 
espression to dei^be his having, thirty years before, pounded 
for six months in the mortar of old Mungo Mangleman, the 
surgeon at Greenock — he was obstinate whenever a matter of 
heelth was in question. 

In this case ne discovered febrile S 3 rmptoms, and having once 
made a hapny application of that learned phrase to Jeanie’s 
case, all fiirtoer resistance became in vain ; and she was glad 
to acquiesce, and even to go to bed and drink water-gruel, in 
order that ^e might possess her soul in quiets and without 
interruption. 

Mr. Archibald was equally attentive in another particular. 
He obasrved the execution of the old woman, and the 
miserable &t6 of her daujghter, seemed to have had a more 
powerful effect upon Jeanie’s mind than the usual feelings of 
humanity might naturally have been exp^ted to occasion. 
Yet she was oWouslv a strong-minded, sensible young woman, 
and m no respect subject to nervous affections ; and therefore 
Archibald, being ignorant of any special connexion between his 
master’s prot4g^ and these unfortunate persons, excepting that 
she had seen Mad^e formerly in Scotlimd, naturallv imputed 
the strong impressmn these ermits had me^ upon her to her 
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assodatii^ tiiiem with the unhappy cuctunstanoes in which her 
sister had so latdy stood. He became anxious^ therefore^ to 
fuevent anything purring which might recall these associa- 
tions to Jeanie’s mind. 

Archibald had speedily an opportunity of exercising ihis 
precaution. A pedlar brought to Lon^wn that evening, 
amongst other wares, a lai^ broa^ide sheet, giving an account 
of the *Last Speech and ^ecution of Margaret Murdockson, 
and of the Barharous Murder of her Daughter, Magdalene or 
Madge Murdockson, called Madge Wildfire ; and of her Pious 
Conversation with ms Reverence Archdeacon Fleming ' ; whidi 
authentic publication had apparently taken place on the day 
they left Carlisle, and being an article of a nature peculiarly 
acceptable to such country-folk as were within hearing of the 
transaction, the itinerant bibliopolist had forthwith added them 
to his stock in trade. He found a merchant sooner than he 
expected ; for Archibald, much applaudinc his own prudence, 
purchased the whole lot for two shulmgs ana ninepence ; and the 
pedlar, delighted with the profit of such a wholesale transaction, 
mstantly returned to Carlisle to supply himself with more. 

The considerate Mr. Archibald was about to commit his 
whole purchase to the flames, but it was rescued by the yet 
more considerate dairy-damsel, who said, ve^ prudently, it 
was a pity to waste so much paper, which might crepe nair. 
pin up bonnets, and serve many other useful purposes; ana 
who promised to put the parcel into her own trunk, and keep 
it carefully out oi the signt of Mrs. Jeanie Deans : ‘Thougl^ 
by the by, she had no great notion of folk being so very nice. 
Mrs. Deans might have had enough to think about the gallows 
aU this time to endure a sight of it, without all this to do 
about it' 

Archibald reminded the dame of the dairy of the Duke's 
very particular charge that they should be attentive and civil 
to Jeanie ; as also that they were to part company soon, and 
consequently would not be doomed to observing any one's 
health or temper during the rest of the journey ; with which 
answer Mrs. DoUy Dutton was obliged to hold herself satisfied. 

On the morning they resumed their journey, and prosecuted 
it successfully, l^vemng through Dumfiriesshire and part of 
Lanarkshire, until they arrived at the small town of Rutherglen, 
within about four mues of Glasgow. Here an express brou^ 
letters to Archibald bom the principal agent of the Duke of 
Argyle in Eduiburgh. 
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He said noduag oi llidr ocmtents lliat eyeniog ; but dben 
tbe^ were ae«tod in the oaniage the day, w fidihibl 

S niie infonned Jeanie that he had leoeiTed mieotiona from 
e Duke’s fitctor, to whom his Giaoe had reoommmded him to 
eany hw, if she had no objection, iot a stage or two beyond 
Ola^w. Some tempoiazy causes discontent had occasioned 
tummtsinthat city and the nemhbourhood, which would imida 
it unadyisable fw Mrs. Jeanie Deans to tmyel alone and unpro- 
tected betwixt that oil^ and Edinburgh; whereas, by going 
forward a little forther, mey would meet one of his Orace’s sub- 
foctors, who was coming down from the Highland to Edin- 
burg with his wife, and under whose charge she might journey 
with comfort and in safety. 

Jeanie remonstrated against this airangement. 'She had 
bemi Itmg^’ she said, *frM hame : her fomer and her sister 
behoved to be very anxious to see her; there were other 
friends she had that werena weel in health. She was willing 
to my for man and horse at Glasgow, and surely naebody 
wad meddle wi’ sae hamdess and foddess a creature as she 
was. She was muckle oUiged by the offer ; but never hunted 
deer langed for its resting-plaoe as I do to find myself at St 
Leonard’a’ 

The ^room of the chambers exchanged a look with his female 
companion, which semned so full of meaning that Jeanie 
screamed aloud — ‘ 0, Mr. Archibald — Mrs. Dutton, if ye ken of 
ony thing that has happened at St Leonard’s, for Gbd’s sake — 
fcnr pity’s sake, tell me, and dinna ke^ me in suspense 1 ’ 

*1 really know nothing, Mrs. Deans,’ said the groom of the 
diambers. 

‘And I — I — lorn sure I knows as little,’ said the dame of 
the dairy, wh^ some communication seemed to tremble on her 
Ups, wl)^ at a glance of Archibald’s eye, she appeared to 
swallow down, and compressed her lips thereafter into a state 
of extimne and vigilant firmness, as if she had been afraid of its 
bolting out before ehe was aware. 

Jemde saw that there was to be something concealed frrom 
her, and it was only the repeated assurances of Archibald that 
her^dher — Waster — all her firiends were, as forashe knew> 
well and happy, that at all pacified her alarm. Fnsn such 
respectable po^ as those wim whcnn she travelled she could 
apprehmid no hum, and yet her distress was so obvious that 
Arohibald, as a last resource, palled oat and put mto hu hand 
a slip of paper, on which these wcnrds were wnttmi 
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Axduhald and ray female dmeetao a di^a jomraey Sayond 
Glaagov, and aribog them no ({neetions, adueh w31 l^wstly 
oUi^ your feiend, Abotix & GBBDrwaoB.' 

Alihonffh thxB lamnio epiaUe, firom a noUeman to wlMia ahe 
yraa boand each inestiiwble obligations, silenoed all Jeanie’s 
objections to the proposed rente, it rather added to tlran duain- 
ished the eagerness or her ooriosily. The proceeding to Ghu^w 
seemed now no longer to be an object with her fellow-travels. 
On the contrary, they kept the left-hand side of the river dyde^ 
and travelled ui^am a thousand beautiful and changing views 
down the side of ^t noble stream, till, ceasing to hold its 
inland character, it began to assume that of a navigable river. 

‘ Tou are not for gaun intil Glasgow, then 1 ’ said Jeanie, as 
she observed that the drivers made no motion for inclining their 
horses’ heads towards the ancient bridgn which was then the 
only mode of access to St. Mungo’s capital. 

‘No,’ re;^ed .^hibald; ‘there is some popular commotion, 
and as our Duke is in opposition to the cour^ perham we might 
be too well received ; or they might take it in their heads to re- 
member that the Captain of Garrick came down upon thmn with 
his Highlandmen in the time of Shawfield’s mob^ in 1725, and 
thrai we would be too ill received. And, at any rate, it is best 
for us, and for me in particular, who may be supposed to possess 
his Grace’s mind upon many particulars, to leave the good people 
of the Gknrbals to alft accordi^ to their own imaginations, with- 
out either provoking or encouraging them by my presenoa’ 

To reasoning of such tone and consequence Jramie had 
nothing to reply, although it seemed to her to contain felly as 
much self-importance as truth. 

The carriage meantime rolled on ; the river expanded its^ 
and gradnallv assumed the dignity of an esti^, or arm of the 
sea. The influence of the advancing and retiring tidw beoame 
more and more evident, and in the beautiful words of him of the 
laurel wreath the river waxed 

A broader and a broader stream. 

The coimoraiit stan^ upon its dioals* 

His and drippm^ wings 


^ See Note 28. 
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J ' WbuA tmy lies Invenay t’ said Jeanie, gadngon tiie dusky 
. ooean of Higowid hiUs, wuoh now, piled amre each other, and 
interseoted % many a lake, stretohed awajr on the ophite side 
c^the riTffl^ to tihe ncnrtjiward. ‘Is yon high oaetle the Bake’s 
hooset* 

‘Thatk Mrs. Beans! Lud help thee,’ replied AroMhald; 
‘that’s tile old Gastie of Bunbai^iL the strongest place in 
Snrppe, be the otilier what it mar. Sir William WalWw was 
governor of it in the old wars with the English, mid his Grace 
u governor jast now. It is always entmsted to the best man 
in Scotland. 

‘ And does the Bake live on that high rock, then ! ’ demanded 
Jeanie. 

‘ No, no, he has his depaty-govemor, who commands in his 
absmioe ; he lives in the white honse yon see at the bottom of 
the rook, ffis Grace does not reside were himself’ 

‘I think not, indeed,' said the dairywoman, upon whose 
mind the road, since they had left Bumfries, had m^e no very 
&voarable impression ; ‘ for if he did, he might go whistle for 
a dair]rwoman, an he were the only dake in England. I did 
not leave my place and my friends to come down to see cows 
starve to death upon hills as they be at that pig-sty of Elfin- 
foot, as you call it, Mr. Archibald, or to be perched an on the 
top of a rook, like a squirrel in his cage, hung out or a three 
pair of stairs window.’ 

Inwardly chuckling tiiat these symptoms of recaloitration 
had not taken place until the &ir malwntent was, as he 
mentally termed it, under his thumb, Archibald coolly replied, 

‘ I^t we hills were none of his making, nor did he know how 
to mend tiiem; but as to lodging, they would soon be in a 
house of the Buke’s in a very pleasant isLuid called Boseneath, 
where ^ey went to wait for shipping to take them to Inverary, 
and would meet the company with whom Jeanie was to return 
to Edinburgh.’ 

'An island ! ’ said Jeanie, who, in the course of her various 
and advmturons travels, had never quitted tmufirma, ‘then I 
am doubting we maun gang in ane of these boats ; wey look 
unco sma’, ^ the waves are something rough, and- ^ 

‘Mr. Archibtdd,’ said Mrs. Button, ‘I will not consent to it; 

I was never migt^fed to leave the country, and I desire you 
will bid the boys drive round tiie other way to the Duke’s 
house.’ 

‘Hiere is a safe pinnace belonging to his €haee, ma’am, 
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dose x^ed Azohibal4 ^ ^d you need be under no sjppre- 
hensions wnatsoeTer/ 

'But 1 am under apprehensions,’ said the damsel; ^and I 
insist upon going round by land, Mr. Archibald, were it ten 
miles about.’^ 

'I am sorry I cannot oblige you, madam, as Boseimath 
happens to be an island.’ 

it were ten islands,’ said the incensed dame, * that’s no 
reason why I should be drowned in going over l^e seas to it’ 

'No reason why you should be downed, certainly, ma’am,’ 
answered the unmoved groom of the chambers, ' but an achni- 
Table g(^ one why you cannot proceed to it by land.’ An^ 
fixed nis master’s mandates to perform, he pointed with his 
hand, and the drivers, turning ofif the highroad, proceeded 
towards a small hamlet of fishing huts, where a shallop, some- 
what more gaily decorated than any which they had yet seen, 
having a which displayed a boar’s head, crested with a 
ducal coronet, waited with two or three seamen and as many 
Hidilanders. 

J^e carriage stoppe^ and the men began to unyoke their 
horses, while Mr. Archibald gravely superintended the removal 
of the baggage from the carriage to the little vessel 'Has 
the " Carolme ” been long arrived ? ’ said Archibald to one of 
ike seamen. 

' She has been here in five days from Liverpool, and she ’s 
lying down at Greenock,’ answered the fellow. 

'Let the horses and carriage go down to Greenock, then,’ 
said Ardubald, 'and be embark^ there for Inverary when I 
send notice : they may stand in my cousin’s, Duncw Archibald 
the stabler’s. li^es,’ he added, ‘1 hope you will get your- 
selves ready, we must not lose the tide.’ 

‘ Mrs. Deans,’ said the Cowslip of ^veiary, ‘ you may do as 
you please, but I will sit here all night, ramer thw go into 
that there painted egff-shelL Fellow — fellow I (this was ad- 
dressed to a Highlanaer who was lifting a travelling trunk), 
that t ninlr is mine^ and that there band-box, and that pillion 
mail, and those seven bundles, and the paper bag ; and if you 
vmitare to touch one of them, it shall be at your peril’ 

The Celt kept his eye fix^ on the speaker, then tum^ his 
head towards Ar^bal^ and receiving no countervailing signal, 
he shouldered the poriananteau, and without fruther notice of 
the distressed damsel or pajring any attention to remonstranoee^ 
which probably he ^d not understand, and would certainly 
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iiiave dinmaMted wbcdilm tmclffistood ^bm. or nab, 

moTod off vidi Mia. Dutton’s wearables, and d^osited the 
trank oontaraiae tiiem saMy in tlw boat 
!!Qie baggage Imng stowed in safe^, Mr. Atohibald handed 
Jeanie out of the carriage, and, not without some taemor her 
part^ die was transported through the surf and placed in the 
boat He then offered the same ciyility to his ^ow-serrant 
but she was resolute in her refusal to quit the oarr^e, in 
which ehe now remained in solit^ states thieatmiing all 
concerned or unoonoeraed with actions for wages and bi^d- 
wages, damages and expmi^ and numbering on her foo^ni 
the gowns and other habiliments from whidi she seemed in 
the act of bmng separated for ever. Mr. Archibald did not 
give himself the trouble of making many remonstr^cee^ which, 
mdeed, seemed only to aggravate Ihe^ damsel’s indignation, but 
spoke two or three worcu to the Highlanders in Gaelic; and 
the wily mountaineers, approaohmg the carriage cautiously, 
and wiwout giving the sh^test intimation of their intmition, 
at once seize*! the recusant so effectually fost that die could 
neither resist nor struggle, and hoisting her on their shoulders 
in nearly an horizontal posture, rushed down with her to the 
beach, and through the sur^ rad, with no other inoravenience 
than ruffling hm: rarments a little, deposited her in the boat ; 
but in a state of surpri^ mortMoation, rad terror at her 
sudden transposition whi<fo rendeil her absolutely mute for 
two or three minutes. The men jumped in themselves ; one 
tall fellow remained till he had pushed off the boa^ rad then 
tumbled in upon his companions. They took their ours and 
begra to poll from the shore, thra spread their sail rad drove 
merrily across the firth. 

‘ You Scotch villain ! ’ sud the mfuriated damsel to Archibald, 

’ how dare you use a pmrson like me in this way ! ’ 

‘ llfodam,’ said Artmibald, with infinite compare, ‘ it ’s high 
time yon mould know you are in the Duke’s country, and that 
&ere is not (me of fellows but would tharow you 
the boat aa reaehly as into it, if such were hk Grace’s piitoenti%’ 

’Then the Lord have mercy on met’ said Mrs. Ihditeii, 

’ If I had had any on mjmdf I would never have eiq^i^ged fph 
you.’ 

‘It’s something of the latest to think (ff that now. Mm. 
Dutton,’ said Aron^d; ‘but 1 assure you, you will find the 
I%hhmds havetfaur j^eaemes. YouwiUhaveadoeenofoe^- 
miOcers under your own authority tA Inveraiy, rad you mey 
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throw any of Ihom into iho lake if you have a mindi fct the 
Buke’e h^ people are almost as mat as himself^ 

^This is a strange business, to to sure, Mr. Ajuhibald^’ said 
the lady : ^but I suppose 1 must make the best on *t. ^ Ait you 
sure the boat will not sink t it leans terribly to one side, in my 
poor mind.’ 

‘Fear nothing,’ said Mr. Archibald, taking a most important 
pinch of snuff ; ‘this scune ferry on Clyde knows us very well, 
or we know it, which is all the sam^no fear of any of our 
people meeting with any accident. We should have crossed 
horn the opposite shore, but for the disturbances at Glasgow, 
which made it improper for his Grace’s people to pass through 
the city.’ 

‘Are you not afeard, Mrs. Deans,’ said the dairy vestal, 
addressing Jeanie, who sat, not in the most comfortable state 
of mind, by the side of Archibald, who himself managed the 
helm — ‘ are you not afeard of these wild men willi their naked 
knees, and of this nut-shell of a thing, that seems bobbing up 
and down like a skimming-dish in a milk-pail V 

‘No — no, madam,’ answered Jeanie, with some hesitation, 

‘ I am not feared ; for I hae seen Hielandmen before, though 
I never was sae near them; and for the danger of the deep 
waters, I trust there is a Providence by sea as well as by land.’ 

‘Well,’ said Mrs. Dutton, ‘it is a beautiful thing to have 
learned to write and read, for one can always say such fine 
words whatever should befell them.’ 

Archibald, rejoicing in the impression which his vigorous 
measures had made upon the intra^ble dair 3 miaid, now applied 
himself, as a sensible and good-natured man, to secure by feir 
means the ascendency which he had obtained by some mole- 
some violence ; and he succeeded so well in representing to her 
the idle nature of her fears, and the impossibihty of leaving her 
upon ihe beach enthroned in an empty carriage, that the good 
understanding of the party was completely revived ere they 
landed at Boseneath. 



CHAPTER XLII 


Did Fortune guide, 

Or rather Destiny, our bark, to which 
We could appoint no port, to this best place ? 

Fletcher. 

T he islands in the Firth of Clyde, which the daily passage 
of so many smoke-pennoned steamboats now renders 
so easily accessible, were in our fathers' times secluded 
^ts, frequented hy no travellers, and few visitants of any kind. 
They are of exquisite yet varied beauty. Arran, a mountain- 
ous region, or Alpine island, abounds with the grandest and 
most romantic scenery. Bute is of a softer and more woodland 
chajacter. The Cumrays, as if to exhibit a contrast to both, 
sxe green, level, and bare, forming the links of a sort of natural 
bar, which is drawn along the mouth of the firth, leaving large 
interval^ however, of ocean. Roseneath, a smaller isle, lies 
much higher up the firth, and towards its western shore, near 
the opening of the lake called the Qare Loch, and not for from 
Loch Long and Loch Scant, or the Holy Loch, which wind from 
the mountains of the Western Highlands to join the estuary of 
ihe Clyde. ^ 

In these isles the severe firost winds which tyrannise over the 
vegetable mreation during a Scottish spring are comparatively 
little fdt ; nor, excepting ihe gigantic strength of Arran, are 
they much exposed to Ike Atlantic storms, lying landlocked and 
protect^ to the westward by the shores of Ayrehire [Argyllshire]. 
Accordingly, the weeping-willow, the weeping-birch, and other 
trees of early and pendulous shoots, flourish m these fcvoured 
recesses in a degree unknown in our eastern districts ; and the 
air is also said to possess that mildness which is fitvourable to 
consumptive cases. 

The picturesque beauty of the idand of Roseneath, in 
p^icuw, had such recommendations that the Earls and 
Dukes of Axgyle firom an early period made it their occasional 
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lecddence, md had liieir tmporarjr aooommodati<m in a firihing 
or htinii^ lodge, which stiooeediiig imi>roV 0 iii^t 8 have miee 
transformed into a palace. It waa in its original einurifaity 
when the little bark which we left kaversing the firth at m 
end of last chapter approached the shores of the isle. 

When they touched the landing-place, whi(^ was partly 
shrouded by some old low but wide-spread^g oak-trees, inter- 
mixed with hazel-bushes, two or three figures were seen as if 
awaiting their arrivaL To these Jeanie paid little attrition, so 
that it was with a shock of surprise almost electrical that^ upon 
being carried by the rowers out of the boat to ^e shore, she 
was received in the arms of her fiither ! 

It was too wonderful to be believed — too much like a happy 
dream to have the stable feeling of reality. She extricate 
herself fi'om his close and affe^ionate embrace, and held him at 
arm’s length satisfy her mind that it was no illusion. But 
the form wa^s indisputable — Douce David Deans hirnseU^ in his 
best light blue Sunday’s coat, with bro^ metal buttons, and 
waistc^t and breeches of the same; his strong mmashes or 
leggins of thick grey cloth ; the very copper ouckles ; the 
broad Lowland blue bonnet, thrown back as he lifted his 
eyes to Heaven in speechless gratitude; the grey locks that 
straggled fi*om beneatn it down his wea^er-b^ten ‘haffets’ ; 
the bald and furrowed foreheewi ; the clear blue eye, that, un- 
dimmed by years, gleamed bright and pale firom under its sha^ggv 
grey pent-house ; the features, usually so stem and stoi^ 
now melted into the unwonted expression of rapturous joy, 
affectioi^ and gratitude — were all those of David Deans; and 
so happily did they assort together, that, should I ever agmn 
see my friends Wilkie or Allan, I will try to borrow or steal 
firom them a sketeh of this very scene. 

‘ Jeanie — my ain Jeanie — my best — my maist dutiful bairn 1 
The Lord of Israel be fhy father, for I am hardly worthy of 
thee 1 Thou hast redeemed our captivity, brought back the 
honour of our house. Bless thee, my bairn, with mercies prom- 
ised and purchased ! But He ^ blessed thee, in the good of 
which He has made thee the instrument’ 

These words broke from him not mthout tears, though 
David was of no melting mood. Archibald had, with delicate 
attention, withdrawn the spectators firom^ the interview, so that • 
the wood and setting sun alone were witnesses of the expan* 
sion of their feelings. 

<And Met^and EfiSe, dear fatherT was an eager intar^ 
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jwtuHUil queN^um Jeante rapefttodly tiuew in UBong Imt 
expresokmis of jtgriil tiuu)kfbli) 088 . 

‘Ye will hm— ye w:Ql hear,’ said i>aTid, hastily, and erer 
and anon rraewed his gratefiil aoknowled^nents to Beaven 
for sencUng Jeonie safe down Inns land oi prdaiae deadness 
and Bohisiwtie heresy ; and had delivered her mm the dangers 
of the ww, and tim Uons that were in the path. 

‘ And nme t ’ treated her affecticmate sister a^^ and agaim 
‘And — and (£un would she have said Butler, but she modi- 
fied the direct inquiry) — and Mr. and Mrs. Saddletree — and 
Dumbiedikes — and a’ firiends t ’ 

‘A’ weel — a’ weel, praise to His name I ’ 

‘ And — Mr. Butler t He wasna weel whmi I gaed awa’.’ 
‘He is quite mended — quite weel,’ replied her fiither. 

* Thank Gk>d I but 0, dear fi[,lher, Effie t — Effie % ’ 

‘ You -vnll never see her mair, my bairn,’ answered Deans in 
a solemn tone. ‘ You are the ae and only leaf left now on the 
. auld tree ; heal be yom portion ! ’ 

‘She is de^ I She is slain ! It has come ower late I ’ ex- 
claimed Jeanie, wringing her hands. 

‘Ho, Jeani^’ returned Deans, in the same grave, melancholy 
tone. ^ ‘ S^ lives in the flesh, and is at fire^om from earthly 
restraint, if she were as much alive in frdth and as free from 
the bonds of Satan.’ 

‘The Lord protect usl’ said Jeanie ‘Can the unhappy 
bairn hae left you for that villain t’ 

‘ It is ower tmy spoken,’ said Deans. ‘ She has left her auld 
Mher, that has wrat and prayed for her. She has left her 
sister, that travailed and toiled for her like a mother. She has 
left the bones of her mother, and the land of her people, and 
she is ower the march m’ that son of Belial She has made a 
momdight flitting of il’ He paused, for a feeling betwixt 
sorrow and strong resentment moked his utterance. 

‘And wi’ that man — that fearfh’ man t ’ said Jeanie. ‘And 
she has left ru to gao^ aff wi’ him ! 0 EfiSe, Effie, wha could 
hM thei^t itk after sic a deliverance as you had been gUGted 
wi’ 1 ’ 

‘ ^ went oat from us, my bairn, because she was not of us,’ 
rmlied David. ‘She is a withered branch will never bear fruit 
oigrace-^a scapegoat gone forth into the wiUemess o£ t^ 
wo^ to eany wf her, as 1 trusty tire sins of our little oongregar 
tiw. The peace of the warld gang wi’ her, and a better peace 
whemhehMihftgnMjeto tunto itl alw iaef Biieiaabe^ 
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Hu ain Itonr will What wotild hor mother hara mid, 

that &moii8 aiul memoiahle matnm, Bdbeoea M'Nae^^ 
menuffjr is like a floaur of oweet eaTour in Neahattle and a 
pot of ftaakinowiHe in Logton t Butbeitsaa; let herpait- 
let herpax^hermte — let hur Inteonherainlmdle. TMLmd 
kemHistime. ohe was the bairn of pvayets, and may not jnora 
an utter castaway. But never, Jeanie — never more let W 
name be spoken betw^ you cmd me. fflxe hath passed fi»m 
us like the brook which vanish^ when ^e summer wazeth 
warm, as patient Job saith ; let her pms, and be forgotten.’ 

_ There was a melancholy pause wfddi follow(Kl ^ese ezioes- 
sicms. Jeanie would fiun have asked more droumstances relating 
to her sister’s dmarture, but the tone of her fiither’s prohibition 
was positive ^e was about to mention her interview with 
Staunton at his Other’s rectory ; but, on hastily running over 
the particukrs in her memory, she thought tha^ on the whole, 
they were more likely to aggravate than diminish his distress 
of nmd. She turned, therefore, the discourse from this painful 
subject, resolving to suspend further inquiry until should 
see Butler, from whom she expected to learn the particulars of 
her sister’s elopement. 

But when was she to see Butler 1 was a question she could 
not forbear asking herself especially while her &ther, as if 
eager to escape from the sulqect of his youngest daughter, 
TOin^ to the opposite shore of Dunbartcmshi^ and ackii^ 
Jeanie ‘if it werena a pleasant abode!’ dedaied to her his 
intention of removing his earthly tabernacle to that country, 

‘ in respect he was solicited by ms Gbaoe the Duke of Argylk 
as one well skilled in ooun^ labour and a’ that appertamea 
to flocks wd hmds, to superintend a store flunn wlulk ois Qiaoe 
had taen into his ain band for the improvment of stock.’ 

Jeanie’s heart sunk witiiin her at this declaration. ‘S^ 
allowed it was a goodly and pleasant land, and sloped boi^y 
to tile western sun ; and she doubtedna that the pasture mij^t 
be vmy gude, for the gram looked green, fer as ^utiiy as tiie 
weather hsui been. But it was &r frae ham^ and she thought 
she wad be often thinlring on the bmmy spots of turf sae fa 
gowans and yellow kingcups, ama^ the Ckags at St Lemtaid’a’ 
^eak on[t, Jeanie,’ said her frtwer ; ‘1 wish never 
to hoM* it ntuaed mair — that is, after the rouping is owm; and 
the biUs paid. But 1 browht a’ the beasts ower-lm that I 
tium^tyewadl&ebest Ihere » Gowans, and these s your am 
laoemt oow, and the weehawldt ane^ that ye ea’d — l oeedim ttQ 
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fB hoir je ea*4 it j bat I cxmldoa Hd than sdl the Betted 
cstea,imBt thoogbthe 8i|^ o’t may sometimes gie ns a salt oeairt : 
it ’s no the pomr dumb feature’s fiiult. And ane or twa beasts 
xnair I hae rested, and I caused iiiem to be driyen b^re the 
other beasts, that men might say, as when the son of Jesse 
returned from battie, ^^llus is David’s spoil” ’ 

Upon more particular inquiry, Jeanie found new occasion to 
admire the active beneficence ox her friend the Duke of Argyle. 
Whfie establishmg a sort of mroerimental &rm on the skirts of 
his immense Highland estates, ne had been somewhat at a loss 
to find a proper person in whom to vest the charge of it. The 
conversation his Oiaoe had upon country matters with Jeanie 
Dews dur^ their return from Bichmond had impressed him 
with a belief that the &ther, whose experience and success she 
so frequently quo ted, must be exactly the sort of TOrson whom 
he wanted. When the condition annexed to Erne’s pardon 
rendered it highly probable that David Deans would choose to 
change his place of residence, this idea again occurred to the 
Duke more strongly, and as he was an enthusiast equally in 
agriculture and in benevolence, he imagined he was serving the 
purposes of both when he wrote to the gentleman in Edinburgh 
entrusted with his affairs to inquire into the character of David 
Deans, cow-feeder, and so forth, at St. Leonard’s Crags ; and if 
he found him such as he had been represented, to ei^age him 
without delay, and on the most liberal terms, to superintend his 
&ncy-&nn in Dunbartonshira 

The proposal was made to old David by the gentleman so 
commissioned on the second day after his daughters pardon had 
reached EdmburgL His resolution to leave St Leonard’s had 
been already formed ; the honour of an express invitation from 
the Duke of Argyle to superintend a department where so much 
skill mid diligence was required was in itself extremely flatter- 
ing ; and the more so, because honest David, who was not with- 
out an excellent opinion of his own talents, persuaded himself 
that^ by accepting this charge, he would in some sort repay the 
fl^t mvour he recmved at the hands of the Argyle fiai^y. 
^e appointments, including the right of sufficient grazing for a 
snudl stodk of his own, were amply liberal ; and David’s keen 
eye saw that the situation was oonvmiient for 
advantage in Highland cattle. There was risk 

^ BersMp — a ScottliA word wltioh may bo said to be now obsolete^ 
becauoe, tortonatety, tbo iwactice of 'plnndorins by armed force,* Wbl^ 
is its meaning^ does not reuulro to be commonly ol 
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tKm ibit laoiuitaiiiBi imdded, tot the mM n 

of Ito Buka of would be e greet sedwity, end s trifle of 
blaok^nMal would, MTid wee Mere, aaenre his arntr* 

however, there eme two points on which he hegglel* 
!nie first was the characto of toe ol6rg3rmM with ^raose 
wcurehi^ he was to join ; and on thk dehoate point he reorivedi 
as we will presently toow toe reader, pdrfeot satisfiMstioiL Q^ie 
nest obstacle was the condition of his youngest daughter^ 
obliged as she was to leave Seotlc^ for so mMy yoars. 

^e gentleman of toe law smiled, and said, ^uliere was no 
occasion to interoiet that clause Tory strictly ; that if toe 
young woman Wt Scotland for a few months, or even weeks, 
and came to her fother’s new residence bv sea from the western 
side of England, nobody would know of ner arrival, or at least 
nobody who had either toe right or inclination to give her 
disturbance. The eztensiye heritable jurisdictions of ms Grace 
ezdi^ed the interference of other magistrates with those livirg 
on his estates, and they who were in immediate dependence on 
him would reorive orders to give the TOung woman no* dis- 
turbance. Liidng on the verge of toe Highmnds, she mighty 
indeed, be sa^ to be out of Scotland, that is, beyond toe 
bounds of ordinary law and civilisation.' 

Old Deans was not quite satisfied with this reasoning ; but 
the elopement of Effie, which took place on the toird night 
after her liberation, rendered his residence at St Leonard's so 
de^tablo to him that he closed at once with the proposal 
which had been made him, and entered with pleasure mto the 
idea of surprising Jeanie, as had been proposed by the Duke, 
to render tlie change of residence more striking to her. The 
Duke had apprised Archibald of these circumstances, with 
orders to act according to the instructions he should receive 
from Edinburgh, and by which accordingly he was directed to 
brw Jeanie to Roseneath. 

TEe fother and daughter communicated these matters to 
each other, now stopping, now walking slowly towards the 
Lodge, whidi showed itsw among the^ trees, at about half a 
mile 8 distance from toe little bay m which they had landed. ' 

As they approached the house, David Deans informed his 
daughter, with somewhat like a grim smile, which was toe 
utoost advance he ever made towards a mirthful expression of 
visage, toat ^ there was baith a worshipful gentlenm and ane 
reverend gentleman residing therein. The worshipfril genUe- 
man was his honour the Laird of Enocktarlitie, who was bailie 
voL.yu*^28 
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of lor^ip tmder Dak»<^ Ai^le, ane Highlaiid genUo* 
mxa, twnd Vi’ tin aaiae stick,’ David doabted, ‘as zBKmy of 
them, namelv^ a hasty aed dimerio temper, and a nei^Mt of 
tiie lu«^ tbings that bdong to saivatio^ and also a 
onto ^ thin^ of this wond, vritiioat mtuMe distm^on 
propel^; b(it» however, ane gmle hospitable gentieman, witii 
whom it would be a pi^ of wisdom to live on a gude nnder- 
standing; fat Hielanamen were hasty — ower ha^. As for 
tbe reverend persmi of whcnn he had ^ken, he was candidate 
I7 fovonr of the Duke of Aigyle (for lAvid would not for the 
universe have called him presents) for the kirk of the paritii 
in whidi their form was situateih and he was likely to be 
highly acceptable unto the Christian souls of the parish, who 
were nux^ring for ^iritual manna, having been fed but ap<m 
sour Hielwd sowens by Mr. Duncan MacDonought, the last 
mhuster, who b^an the morning duly, Sunday and Saturday, 
with a mutchkin of ust^uebaugL But I need say &e less 
about the present lad,’ said David, again mmly grimacing, ‘as 
1 thinfc ye may hae seen him afore; and here he is come to 
meet na’ 

She had indeed seen him before, for it was no other than 
Behben Butler himself 



CHAPTER XLIir 

No more ehalt thou behold thy Bister’s face ; 

Thou hflfit already had her last embrace. 

EUgy m Mra, Arnie JSTilligraw* 

T his second sniprise had been accomplished for Jeanie 
Deans by the rod of the same benevolent enchanter 
whose power had transplanted her father from the Crags 
of St. Leonard’s to the banks of the 6are Loch. The Duke of 
Ar^le was not a person to forget the heredita^ debt of grati- 
tude which had b^n bequeathed to him by his mnd&ther in 
fevour of the grandson of old Bible Butler. He Bad internally 
resolved to provide for^ B.euben Butler in this kirk of Kmook- 
tarlitie,^ of which the incumbent had just departed this life. 
Accordingly, his agent receiv^ the necessary instructions for 
that purpose, under the qualifying condition always that the 
leammg and character oi Mr. Butler should be found proper 
for the charge. Upon inquiry, these were found as nignly 
satis&ctory as had oeen reported in the case of David Deans 
himself. 

By this preferment, the Duke of Argyle more essentially 
benefited his Mend and prot^g^^ Jeanie, than he himself was 
aware o( since he contnbutea to remove qbiections in her 
Other’s mind to the match, which he had no idea had been in 
existenca 

We have already noticed that Deans had something of a preju- 
dice against Butler, which was, perhaps, in some degree owing 
to his possessing a sort of consciousness that the poor usher 
looked with eyes of affection upon his eldest daughter. Thi^ 
in David’s otss, was a sin of presumption, even although it 
should not be followed by ai^ overt act or actual propos^ 
But lively interest which Butler had displayed in his dis- 
tress^ since Jeanie set forth on her London expeditioi^ and 
whid^ tharefore, he ascribed to personal req>ect for hunself 
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individiially, had gna^j softened the feeUn^ of initalMlify 
iritii whieh David had Bometimes regarded him. And, while 
he was in this good dianodtion towards Butler, anothw in- 
sist todc place whidi had great infloenoe on we old man’s 
mind. 

So soon as the shodc of Join’s second elopement was over, it 
was Deans’s early oare to ooUeot and refund to the lAird of 
Dumbiedikes the money which he had lent for ^e’s trial and 
finr Jeanie’s travelling expenses. The Laird, the pony, the 
cooked hat and the tobi^-pipe had not been seen at St 
Leonard’s Crags for many a day ; so that, in order to pay this 
debt, David was under we necessity of rqpairiDg in peiwn to 
the mansion of Dumbiedikes. 

He found it in a state of unexpected hustle. There w^ 
worfanen pulling down some of the old hangings and r^daimig 
th^ with others, altering, repairing, sorulfoing, painting, imd 
whitewashing. There was no knowing the old house, which 
had been so long the mansion of sloth and silence. ^ The Laird 
himself seemed in some confusion, and his r^ptioi^ though 
kind, lacked somethn^ of the reverential cordiality with whi^ 
he u^ to greet David Deans. There was a change also, David 
did not very well know of what nature, alwut the exterior of 
this landed proprietor — an improvement in the shape of his 
Moments, a spruceness in the air with which they were put on, 
that were both novelties. Even the old hat looked smarter; 
the cock had been newly pointed, the lace had been refreshed, 
and instead of slouching Itaokwa:^ or forward on the Laird’s 
head as it happen^ to be thrown on, it was adjusted with 
a knowing inclination over one eye. 

David Deans opwed his business and told down the cash. 
Dumbiedikes steadily inclined his ear to the one, and counted 
the other rnth great accuraOT, interrupting David, while he was 
talking of the redemption of the captivity of Judat^ to ask him 
whether he did not think one or two of the guineas looked 
rather light When he was satisfied on this point bad pocketed 
his money, and had signed a receipt he addressed David mth 
some litue hesitation — * Jeaoie wm be writing ye something, 
gndemant’ 

‘ About the siller t ’ reidied Davie. ‘Nae doubt she did.’. 

'And did she say nae mur about me t ’ asked the Laird. 

'Nae mair but kind and Christian wishes; what suld she 
hue said f ’ repHed David, fully eiqieoting that the Laird’s long 
courtship, if his dangling after Jennie desarvessoaotiveanamt 
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ma BOW eomins to a ^onrt And w iadeed it was, bat Bot to 
that point whm he wished cr eimeeted. 

' Aweel, Ake kens her ain mud beet, gadonan. I hae aia^ 
a dean house o’ Jenny Balohristie and & nieoe. They wwe a 
bad pack — steeled meat and numlt, and loot the oarten magg 
the ooala 1 ’m to be manied the oKwn, and kiridt wi Sonda]^ 

WhateTer David felt^ he was too npad and too steadv-minded 
to diow any anrieaaant suxprise in his ooantenanoe and manner. 

‘I woss ye nappy, sir, through Him that gies happiness: 
marriam is aa honounhle state.’ 

‘And 1 am wedding into an honourable house, David — the 
Laird of Liokpelf s youngest daughter ; she sits next us in the 
kirk and that ’s the way I oame to think on ’t.’ 

Thore was no more to be sud, but again to wish the Laird 
joy, to taste a wp of his liquor, and to walk back again to St 
Lmnard’s, musing (m the mutability of human affairs human 
resdutaons. The emieotation that one day or other Jeanie 
would be Lady Dumbiedikes hi^ in ^ite of hims^ krat a 
mcoe absolute tKws^on of David’s mind than he himself was 
aware of. At feast it had hitherto seemed an union at all times 
within his daughter’s reach, whenever she mig^t choose to give 
her silent lover any degree of encouragement, and now it was 
vanished for ever. David returned, therefore, in no very gracious 
humour for so good a man. He was angry wito Jeuiie for not 
havi^ enooun^ied toe Laird ; he was angry with the Laird for 
requiring encouragement ; and he was angry with himself for 
being angry at all on toe occasion. 

On his return he found toe gentleman who mailed toe 
Duke of Aisle’s affairs was desirous of seeing him, with a view 
to completing the arrai^ment between them. Thus, after a 
brief repose, he was obliged to set off anew for Edinbumh, so 
that im May HeAtly declared, ‘ That a’ this was to end wito the 
masiter just walldng himself aff his feet’ 

Wbea the basiiieae reqieetoig toe form had been talked ov« 
and arranged, toe ^f^onm gentiemm acquainted DavM 
Deans, in answer to his inquiries concerning toe stidie of publie 
wottoip, that it was toe pleasure of toe Dulm to put an el- 
ement young clergyman called Reuben Butlmr into toe parish, 
whito was to be his future residmiee. 

‘Beobmi &itler1’ mudaimed David — ‘Reuben Butler, the 
ntosT at lAertcm t ’ 

‘ The very samei’ said the Duke’s oommisrioner. ‘HisQtaoe 
has heard an exodleBt ohaitat^ of him, and has some bereditaiy 
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obUgfttioiM to him heodes : few minitteBS wOl he eo oomforteUe 
as I am direoted to oiake Mr Batin.' 

'OUintamul Dohel Oblinti<ms to Beohea ]lkitlerl 
Reohen Batlor a placed minister of ute Kirk oi Scotland I ’ me- 
claimed David, in interminaUe astonishment^ for somd^ow he 
had been led by the bad snooess which Butler had hitherto met 
with in all his undertakings to oousider him as one those 
stepsons of Fortune whom she treats with unceasing rigour, 
ana aids with disinheriting altoptiier. 

There is, ^haps, no time at which we are disposed to think 
so highly <a a mend as when we find him standing higher 
than we expected in the esteem of others. When assured of 
the reality of Butler’s change of proroeots, David expressed his 
great satisfootion at his success m lif& which, he obsep^ed, was 
entirely owing to himself n)avid). * I advised bis pair grand- 
motha, who was but a suly wonuui, to breed him up to the 
ministiy ; and I prophesied that, with a blessing on his endeav- 
ours, he would become a polished shaft in tne temple. He 
mav be something ower proud o’ his carnal let^ng, but a 
gude lad, and has the root of the matter ; as ministers gang 
now, where ye’ll find ane better, ye’ll find ten wanr than 
Reuben Butler.’ 

He took leave of the man of business and walked home- 
waj^ forgetting his weariness in the various speculations to 
which this wonderful piece of intelligence gave rise. Honest 
David had now, like otha great men, to go to work to reconcile 
his speculative principles with existing circumstances; and, 
like other great men, when tiiey set senously about that task, 
he was tolerablv successful. 

‘Ought ReuDen Butler in conscience to aoewt of this prefer- 
moit in the Kirk of Scotland, subieot (as Imvid at present 
thought that establishment was) to ^ Ewtian encroachments 
of the civil power t’ This was the leading question, and he 
considered it carefuD^. * The Kirk of Scotiand was shorn of 
its beimis, and deprived of its full artilleiy and bonnars of 
authority ; but still it contained sealous and fructi^ring pastors, 
attentive oor^jregations, and, with all her spots and blemishes, 
the like of thu fork was nowhere else to be seen upon earth’ 

David's doubts had been too many and too critical to permit 
him ever unequivocally to unite himself with any the dis- 
senters, who, upon various account^ abeolutdy seceded from 
the natiimal churdh He had often joined in oommunion with 
snob of tile estaUitiied dergy as iqiptoadied nearest to the ol4 
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PreBbyteriui xnodd and jirindples of 1640. Aid aldioa^ 
then mn many things to be amended in that mtem, ne 
nmmnbend that he, i)avd Deans, had himseli ever oeea a 
homUe pleato finr the good old oaose in a logal my, bnt 
vrithont roshing into right-hand excess^ divishms, and separa^ 
rions. Bat, as an enemy to 8epmri(^ he might join the 
right-huid of fellowship with a nunistm oi the Kirk of Sootland 
in its present model Etm, Benben Butier might take pos- 
session of the paririi of Knooktarlitae without forfeiting his 
Mmdship or fevoor — Q. E. D. Bat^ secondly, came the trying 
point of lay patronage, which David Deans had ever maintained 
to be a coming in by the window and over the wall, a chearing 
and starving me souls of a whole parish, for the purpose of 
dolhing the back and filling the belly of the incumbent. 

This presentation, therefor^ fixim the Duke of Argyle, 
whatever was the worth and high character of that nobleman, 
was a limb of the brazen image, a portion of the evil thing, 
and with no kind of consistency could David bend his mind to 
fevoor such a transaction. But if the parishioners themselves 
joined in a general call to Reuben Butler to be their pastor, it 
did not seem quite so evident that the existence of this onhi^y 
presentation^ was a reason for his refiisi^ them the oommrts 
of his doctrine. If the presbytery admitted him to the kirk 
in virtue rather of that act of patronage than of the gmetal 
call of the congregation, that might be their error, and David 
allowed it was a heavy on& But if Reuben Butler socroted of 
the core as tendered to him by those whom he was called to 
teach, and who had expressed themselves desirous to leazn, 
David, aftor considering and reconridering the matter, came, 
through tile great virtue of ‘ i^’ to be of opinion that he might 
safely so act m that matter. 

Ihere remained a third stumbling-block — the oaths to 
government exacted fixim the estaUisned clergymen, in which 
they acknowledge an Erastian king and parliammit, and homolo- 
gate the incorporating Union between ^igland and Scotland, 
throi^h which the latter kingdom had become part sod por- 
tion of the fimner, wherein I^laqy, the sister of f apery, nad 
made fiwt her throne and elevatra the horns of him mitre. 
These were symptoms of defection which had often made David 
cry out, ‘My bowels — my bowels ! I am pained at the very 
heut 1 ’ And he rmnembered that a god^ Bow-head matrot 
had been carried out tim Tolbooth Ghunmina swooii,bqroDd 
tiie teadi of brandy and burnt feathers^ nmely <m hearing 



«i» THE muaa: o# MunxyrmAN 

fiwM ftuM vonfa^ ' It u aoMted li^ tbo Lo(d> and 

temponL’ praaoimm from » Sotdtuh pn^t^ in tlw proem 
to ukB rortooiu ^odaa^on. T%eee onus vero, tfaew fo teb 
A de^ omnpliaiioe and dire abomination — a ein and a anare^ 
aod a dan^ and a defection. Bat tiik ehibboleth naa not 
almm munted. Miniatem had respect to their own tender 
oonsoenoee and those of thdr brethren ; and it was not a 
lator period that the reins disdpline were taken up ti^t 
hy the Qmieral Assemblies wd presb^ries. The peacemaking 
parttde oame again to David’s assistance. j(/ an inonmbent 
was not oaU^ npcm to make such oomplianoes, and ^ he ^ a 
right entrjr into the ohuroh without intrusion, and % otoerly 
app^tmenty why, upon the whole, David Deans oame to be of 
opuuon that the said incumbent might lawfuUy epjoy the 
s^nritaality and temporality of the cure of souls at Enodctor- 
]iti& with stipend, manse, glebe, and all thereunto i^f^iertaining. 

The beet and most upnght-minded men are so strimgly in- 
flnenoed by existing drcumstmioes, that it would be somewhat 
cruel to inquire too nearly what weight paternal offi^on gave 
to these ingenious trains of reasoning. Let David De^’s 
mtuation be considered. He was just deprived of one daughter, 
and his eldest, to whom he owed so much, was cut off, by ^ 
sudden resolution oi Dumbiedikes, from the high hope whidi 
David had entertained that she might one day he mistxese of 
tiiat feir lorddiip. Just while this disiqipointment was bearing 
heavy on his spirits, Butler comes before his imagination — no 
longor the hau-starved threadbare usher, but &t and sledc 
and feir, the benefioed minister of ^ooktarlitie^ beloved by 
his oongregatimi, ezmnplory in his life, powerful in his doo- 
trinsL dmng the duty of the kirk as never Highland minis- 
ter did it before, turning sinners as a ooUey dog turns sheep, 
a fevoniite of the Duke of Argyle, and drawing a stipena 

ei|^t hundred punds Soots and four dhadders of victuaL 
Here was a match making up, in David’s mind, in a tenfold 
degree^ the disappointment in the cose of Dumbiedikes,^ in so 
fiur 08 the goodman of St. Leonard’s hdd a powerful minister 
m much greater admiration than a mere landra proprietor. It 
did imt occur to him, as on additional reascm in fiivour of the 
aiatoh, that J eonie might herself have some dioioe in the mottor ; 
fer the idea of ocmsuhing her feelings never once entered into 
the honest man’s head, any more tbam the posmbility that hm* 
mclniaticii might periupe differ from his own. 

The result u his meditationB was, that he was called up<m 
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to IbIeo the mimemmb ot the irlmie effiur into hu^yim head, 
and gire^ if it ahonki be £»nd poaeiUe eritbost rie^ eom* 
l^UniMse, or baokaliding, or d^MtKm of aa^ kutd, a nortby 
peetcw to tile kirk of Knodrtailitie. Aoooedi^y, the inter- 
▼entkm of the himeet dealer in botter-miUc who dwdit m 
liberton, DaT»l rammoned to bia {nesoaoe Renben Batinr. 
Erm from this wcathy messepgw he was unable to oonoeal 
obtain swdiing em^ons (d di^ly, insomudi tiiatt what the 
carter had oommunioated his messam to the usher, he adde^ 
that ‘Certainly the uudemaa of St. Leonard’s had some grand 
news to tell him, for ne was as uplifted as a midden-cook upon 
pattens.' 

Butlmr, it may readily be oonodved, immediately obeyed 
the summons. His a plain (diaraoter, in which worth and 
mod sense and siinplicity were the prindpal ingredients: but 
mve, on this occasion gave him a certain dem«e of address. 
He had received an intimation of the &Tour designed him by 
the Puke of Aigyle^ with what feelings those only can conceive 
who have ei^rienced a snddmi prospect of being raised to 
independence and respect, from penury and toil He resolved, 
however, that the old man should retain all the consequence 
of being, in his own opinion, the first to communicate the im- 
portant intelligence. At the same time, he aim determined 
that in the expected conference he would permit David Deans 
to expatiate at len^ umn tiie proposal in all its beiurings, 
without irritating him eitiier by interrupticai or contradiotioa. 
This last was the most prudent plan he could have adopted ; 
because, although there were many doubts which David iWns 
could himself clear up to his own satisfadion, yet he mij^t 
have been by no means disposed to accept the solution of uiy 
other person ; and to engage him in an argument would have 
been certain to confirm mm at once and for ever in the opinion 
which Butler diaaoed to impugn. 

He received his friend with an ^ipeazance of important 
gravity, which real misfortune had long compelled him to lay 
a^le, and whkih belonged to those dm of awful autborify in 
whidb he pr^ominated over Widow Butler, and dictated the 
mode of omtivating the crofts at Beersheba. He made known to 
Beuben with great {ntdixity tiie proi^ect of his changing hia 
presmit resided fivr the chaige ta the Duke of Aigyle’s iftock 
nnniaD«ibaztOBBhiie,aod enumerated the various advantages 
of the situation with obvious sdf-0(mgiatnlati(m; butaasuredtue 
patient hearer that nothing had ao modi mored him to aooept* 
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MMe M tlM Moae ^ 'Riatk his drill in bestia], he ooold lender 
tibe most important senriees to his Gtaoe the Duke of Atgyle, 
to «i»iiL in the late nnhappv droomstanoe (here a tear 
dimmed^ spaadde of mride in txw old man’s oto), he had been 
sae modkle obliged. To pat a mde Hielaiidmaa into sio a 
ohargei’ he oontinned, ‘ what oonld be expected bat that he sold 
be aoadudbstberdsDDMa as wicked Doeg the Edomite ; tdiereas, 
nhile this giOT head is to the foie, not a date o’ them hat sail be 
as wed oared for as if thejr were the fotted kine of PharaoL 
And now, Beahm, seeing we mann temore oar tmit to a 
strange coontry, ye will be casting a dolefa’ look after us, and 
thinking with whom ye are to hold council anent your govern- 
ment in thae dippery uid backsliding times ; and nae doubt 
remmnbering that the aold man, David Deans, was made the 
instnment to Ining you out of we mire of schism and heresy, 
wherdn vour fother’s house delighted to waUow ; often also, nae 
doubt, when ye are pressed wi’ ensnaring trials and temptations 
and heart-plagaes, yon, that are like a recruit that is marching 
for the firrt t&e to the took of drum, will miss the auld, bauld, 
and eimerimioed veteran soldier that has fdt the brunt of mony 
a foul and heard the bullets whistle as often as he has hairs 
left on his auld imw.’ 

It is very posdble that Bader might internaUy be of opinion 
that the iweotion on his ancestor’s peculiar tenets might have 
bew spared, or l^t he might be presumptuous enough even to 
think that, at his years om with his own lights, he n^ht be 
aUe to hold his course without the pilotage of honest David But 
he only relied by expressing his regret that anything should 
separate hm from an anoimit, tried, and affectionate iBnend 

’But how can it be helped man t ’ said David twisting his 
feataies into a sort of smile — ‘how can we help it t I taow ye 
canna tell me that Ye mann leave that to ither folk — to the 
Duke of Aigjrle and me, Beuben. It’s a gude thing to hae 
friends in this warld ; how mudkle better to hae an interest 
bqrtmd it I ’ And David whose piety, though not always quite 
laaonal, was as mncere as it was habitual and fervent kiraed 
leverautudly upward and paused 

Mr. Bader intimated the pleasure with ^ch he would receive 
his ftimd’sadvioe on a subj^ so important uid David resumed 

'What dunk ye now, Benboo, of a kirk — a regular kirk 
under the present establishment 1 Were no offered to ye^ wad 
ye be free to accept it and under iddlk provisitHist 1 am 
i^eaking but by way of query.’ 



446 


THE HEAET GB IfIDbOTHXAN 

Batler ti^ed, *Thaib if sooh * proqieot mn faeU oat to 
lum, he woud ptobehlT first oonsalt whedwr he mu lilnlr to 
he lueM to the perish he should be oaUed to; end if oiete 
appeared a fiur prospect of his proTin^ sOi his finrad must be 
airare that, in eve^ other point of new, it would be highly 
advantageous for hi^’ 

‘Kght, Beuben — very right, 1^’ answned the mcuiittw, 
‘your sin oonsoienoe is the fii^^ thing to be satisfied ; fat how 
sail he teach otiiers that has himsell sae ill learned we So^ 
tuies as to grip for the lucre of foul earthly prefnment, no as 
gw and manse, money and vioti^ that which is not his in a 
spiritual sense ; or wha makes his kirk a stalking-horse, fixim 
behind which he may tak aim at his stipend t But 1 look for 
better thinm of you ; and speciaUy ye maun be minded not to 
act alt^ether on yow ain jud^ent, for therethrough comes 
sair mistakes, backslidings^ and defections on the left and on 
the right If thme were sic a day of trial put to you, Beubei^ 
you, who are a young lad, although it may be ye are gifted wi’ 
the carnal tonnes, and those whilk were spokm at Borne, 
whilk is now the seat of the scarlet abomination, and by the 
Greeks, to whom the Gospel was as foolishness, yet natheless 
ye may be entreated by your weel- wisher to i^e the counsel 
of those prudent and resolved and weather-withstanding pro- 
fessors wha hae kend what it was to lurk on banks and in 
mosses, in bogs and in caverns, and to risk the peril of the 
head rather than renounce the honesty of the heart.*^ 

Butler replied, ‘That certainly possessing such a friend as 
he hoped and trusted he had in the goodman himself who had 
seen so many changes in the preoecung century, he ^ould be 
much to blame if he did not avail himsw of his experience and 
friendly counsel’ 

‘Eneugh said — eneugh said, Beuben,’ said David Deana^ 
with internal exultation : ‘and say that ye were in the predica- 
ment whereof I hae spokmi, of a surety 1 would deem it my 
duty to gang to the root o’ the mattmr, and lay bare to yra thu 
ulcers and impos&umes, and the sores and the Iqnroaies, of 
tiiis our time, crying aloud and sparing not’ 

David Deans was now in his riement He commenced hie 
examination of tiie doctrines and belief of the Christian CSimc^ 
with the vmy Cnldees, from whom he passed to Jdm Bourne ; 
frmn John Knox to the reonaante in James the Sixth’s time — 
Brace, Black, Blair, livingstone; firom them to the hrieC and 
at length triumphant, period of the Presbyterian Cto^’s 
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Mjlaailoar, ostil it mi omnm by the Bhgjidi ladeModaDiiB. 
fam feUowad the <yaBal tuam ef PiebOT, the iBOiilgeneefl, 
•even ia niimlMr, with all Aw ahades awd bean^ nntal he 
•arhed at the laigB of Eiog Janee the Seoend, in iduch he 
himiialf had been, in hia own min^ neither an obaenre actor 
nor an obaoore aufferer. Then was Butler doomed to hear the 
moat dati^ed aaid annotated edition of what he had so often 
heard h^nte — David Deuia’a confinement, namely, in Ae iron 
oa« in the Gannongato tcdbooth, and Ae oauae thereof 

We ahonM be veiy myoat to our friend David Deans if we 
Aodd ‘pntermitt’ to use his own e3q^rean<m, a narmtive which 
he held easwtial to hk fame. A dnmken trooper of Ae Boyal 
Chiat^ Francis Oordon bv name^ had Aased five or six of Ae 
AoUdng Whiffs, am<nig whom was our fiiend David ; and a^r 
Im had oompelwd Aem to stand, iuid was in Ae act of brawling 
wiA Aem, one of Aeir number fired a pocket-pistol and Aot 
him dead David used to sneer and sliMe his head when any 
oneaalmd him wheAw fie had been the instrument ot removing 
tins wicked pereeoutmr from Ae fitoe of Ae earth. In fiiot, Ae 
merit of the deed ky betwem him and his friend, Patrick 
Walker, tlm pedlar, whose works he was so fond of quoting. 
NeiA«r of Aem cam diteotiy to claim Ae merit of silencing 
Mr. Fimuns Clordoa of the law Guards, there being some wild 
oouans of his about Edinboigh, who might have b^ even yet 
addicted to revenge but yet nrither of Aem chose to disown 
or yield to Ae oAm the mwit of Ais active defence of Aeir 
triipous rights. David said that if be had fired a pistol then, 
it was whi^ he never did after or before. And as for Mr. 
Patrink Walker, be has 1^ it utxm record that his great 
suiprise was that so small a ^stol could kill so lug a man. 
These axe the words of that venerable biographer, whose trade 
bad not tao^t him by experience that an m A was as good 
as an ell : fFtancis Gordon) got a Aot in his head out 

of a poekst-pishd mther fit for diverting a boy than feilliwg 
such a furioosb mad briA man, whkh notwiAstanding killea 
himdaadr> 

Upim Ae eztenmve foundation which the history of the kirk 
affinded during its Aoit-lived triumph and Icmg tribulation, 
Da^ with leogA of bracdh and of nairative whuA would 
have astounded anyone buta tover of his daughter, proceeded 
to lim down his own raks for guiding the coosmenoe of his 
friend as an aspinnt to serve m the ministry. Upon this 
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ratil^lAagood maamU tlnoai^ sneb » wiilgp oC lUM and 
OMnistioalinoUaM, sn^foaed ao aiMiyaixtnnM oui% mmh tba 
distinotacou so eritioal sad nke betwizi tlks Imhm sad ^ 
left hand, betwixt ocaai^iiaaoe aad ddeotioa, holdinK baok and 
stq^ing aside, aiMl sturaUing, K>am and «in«% tlud at 

length, after having linuted the path of teatb to amatbanatiflal 
line, he was bronrat to tiM broad admissioB that each man’s 
ecmseienee, after he had gamed a certain view of the diffiojdt 
navigation whidi he was to encounter, would be the best guide 
for ms pilotaga He stated tiie examples and aigumeoto for 
and agai^ the acceptance of a kirk on the present revcdutkm 
model with much more impartiality to Butler than he bad been 
able to place them before his own view. And he oonoluded, 
that his young fnend ought to think upon these things, and be 
guided by the voice of his own oonseienoe^ whetlm he could 
such w awful trust as the dharge of soi^ mthout ddng 
injury to his own internal conviction of what is ngd^t or wrong. 

When David had finished his very long harangue, whim 
was only interrupted by monosyllables, or little more, on the 
part of Butim, the orator himself was greatly astoaisbed to find 
that the conclusion at which he very naturally wished to arrive 
seemed much less decuively attmned than when he had argued 
the case in his own mind. 

In this particular David’s current of thinking and spesMng 
only illustrated the very important and general proposition 
concerning the excellence of the publicity of debate. For, under 
the influence of any partial feeling, it is certain that most men 
can more easOy reconcile themselves to any fovourite measure 
when agitating it in their own mind than when oblig^ to 
expose its ments to a third party, when the necessity of seem- 
ing impartial procures for the opposite arguments a much more 
fiur statement than that which he affords it p tacit meditation. 
Haying finished what he ^d to say, David thought himself 
obliged to be more explicit in point of foot, and to explam that 
this was no hypothetical case, but one on which, by his own 
influmoe and ^t of the Duke of Aigyle, Benben Butler would 
soon be called to decide. 

It was even with something like apprehension that David 
Deans heard Butler armounce, in return to this oommonioatiwL 
tlmt he would ti^e that night to consider cm what he had said 
with such kind intmtions, and return him an answer the next 
morning. The feelings of the fothm mastered David cm this 
oocamm. He {oessed Butler to qiend the evenmg wi& him. 
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B« ptodnoed, iBOrt vnosaal At his meaiiv one, ta,y, two ImMIm. 
efa^atn^alA He ^dce of his dani^ter — ofhermerita, 
ber aonaewiftry, her thnf^ her affection. He led Bntler ao 
dedded^ up to a dedaraticm of hia feelings towards Jeaniei 
that ben»e nuht&U, it was distinotlT nnderatood die was to 
be the bride of fienben Bntler ; and if they thought it indelicate 
to abrid^ the period of deliboration which Benben had atipn- 
lated, it seouM to be sufficmtly understood betwixt diem 
that there was a etroi^ probability of his becoming minister of 
Knoi^tarlitie, providing the congregation were as willing to 
accept of him ae the Ihike to grant him the presentation. 
Hie matter of the oaths, the^ agreed, it was time enough to 
dimute about whenever the shibbmeth should be tendered. 

Many arrangements were adopted that evening, which were 
afterwi^ ripened correspondence with the Duke of Argyle’s 
man of business, who entrusted Deans and Butler with the 
benevolent wish of his principal that they should all meet mth 
•Teanie^ on her return from England, at the Duke’s hunting- 
kdm m RoseneatL 

This retromect, so &r as the placid loves of Jeanie Deans 
and Reuben cutler are concerned, forms a full explamition of 
rile preceding narrative up to their meeting on the island as 
already mentioned. 



CHAPTER XLIV 


'loome,* he said, ‘my love, my life. 

And — nature's dearest name — my wife. 

Thy father's house and friends resign. 

My home, my fhenda, my sire, are thine.' 

liOOAK. 


T he meeting of Jeanie and Butier, under oircumstanoes 
promising to crown an affection so long delayed, was 
ratiier affecting from its timple sincerity than from 
its uncommon vehemence of feeling. David Deans, whose 
practice was sometimes a little different from^ his theory, 
appaJled them at first by giving them the ojpinion of sundry 
of the suffering preachers and chmnpions of his younger days, 
that marriage, though honourable by the laws of Scripture^ was 
vet a state oyer-rashlv coveted by professors, and specially 
ty young ministers, whose desire, he said, was at whiles too 
inoranate for kirks, stipend^ and wives, which had firequentiy 
occasioned over-ready compliance with the general defections of 
tiie times. He endeavouim to make them aware also, tiiat 
hasty wedlock had been the bane of many a savoury pro- 
fessor ; that the unbelieving wife had too often reverse the 
text^ and perverted the believing himl^d ; that when tl^ 
fiunous Donald Cargill, be^ then hiding in Lee Wood, in 
Lanarkshire, it being ' killing time,’ did, upon importunity, 
marry Bobert Marshal of Sta^ Shaw, he hM thus expressed 
himself: ‘What hath induced Bobert to marry this womant 
Her ill will overcome his good ; he will not keep the way long : . 
his living days are done.’ To the sad accomplishment of 

^ T\ -j 1 1.: ^ i:— : ^ 
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sad thof would iiMth» dissuade the parties 

tor lefase th«T offioe^ tfa^ oonsidered the beiiig called to it as 
ui evideooe indiffereooe (m toe of those between whom 
it was solemnised to the many grievoos things of the day. 
Notwithstanding, however, that marriage was a snare onto 
many, David was of opinion, as, indeed, he had showed in his 
praotioe, 'that it was in itself hononiable, especially if times 
were such that honest men could be secure against being toot, 
bulged, or banished, and had ane competent livelihood to main- 
tain themselves and those that might come after them. And, 
therefore,’ as he concluded something; abruptly, addressing 
Jennie and Butler, who, with faces as high-coloured as crimson, 
had been listening to his lengthened argument for and against 
the holy state of matrimony, ‘ I will leave ye to your ain cracks.' 

As tow private oonvusation, however interesting to them- 
Mlves, might probably be veiy nttle so to the reader, so &r as 
it respeotto fheir present feelmgs and future prospects, we shi^ 
pass it over, and only mention the information which Jennie 
received from Butler concerning hu sister’s elc^iement, whito 
contained many particulars that she had been unable to extract 
from her frther. 

Jeanie learned, therefore, that for three days after her par- 
don had arrived, Effie had bew the inmate of her fatoer’s house 
at St Leonud’s ; that the interviews betwixt David and his 
erring o^d whito had takmi place before she was liberated 
from prison had been touching in the extreme ; but Butier 
could not suppess his pnnion that, whem he was freed from 
the ^mreheipon of losing her in a manner so horribly her 
fotoer had titotoued the hands of disdpline, so as, in some 
degi^ to gau ^ feelings and aggravate toe irritabiHty of a 
spirit naturally impatient and petulant, and now doubly so from 
the sense of meritto disgrace. 

On toe third night, bffie disappeared frmn St Leonard’s, 
leaving no intimation itoatever of the route she had thken. 
Kitler, however, set out in pursuit of her, and wito mnto 
trottUe traced Iw towards a nttle landi^-ldace, formed by a 
smto broto wh^ enters toe sea betwixt Mamburgh and 
Edinburito ^io place, which Iw bew since made into a smaB 
harbour, surroundM by mray viBu and kdgiag-bousee, is now 
termed PortobdOa At this time it was surrounded by a waste 
oqauaon, oovned with farse^ and nnfreqneated, save by frhing- 
hoats^ and now uid th«a a smi^Hng lugger. A veesd of tins 
deaeration had hemi hovering in the fim at the time to iffie’e 
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and, as Batlar asocartamed, a boat had some aahova 
in tha eyening (malddi the foAtiye had dkappea2ed» and had 
oanriedonboimafiuiiala As die vessel made imniadiataly> 
and landed no part of their cargo, there seemed little donnt 
that they were aooomplioes of the notorious Bobertson, and 
that the vessel had only come into the Firth to cany off his 
paramour. 

This was made dear by a letter which Butler himsdf soon 
afterwards received by post, simed, ' K D./ but without bearing 
any date of place or tune. It was miserably iU written ana 
spdt; sea-sickness having apparently aided the derangement 
of Eto’s verv irregular orthography and mode of expression. 
In this epistle, however, as in all that that imfortunate girl 
smd or di^ there was something to praise as well as to blame. 
Sim said in her letter, ‘That she could not endure that her 
fiither and her sister should go into banishment, or be partakers 
of her shame ; that if her burden was a heavy one, it was of 
hex own binding, and she had the more ri^t to bear it alcme ; 
that in^ future they could not be a comfort to her, or she to 
them, since every look and word of her jEsither put her in mind 
of her transgression, and was like to drive her mad ; that she 
had nearly lost her judgment during the three days she was 
at St Leonard’s : her &ther meant weel by her, and all men, 
but he did not know the dreadful pain he gave h^ in casting 
up her sina If Jeanie had been at hame, it might hae dune 
better ; Jeanie was ane, like the angels in heaven, that rather 
weep for sinners than reckon their transgressiona But she 
shomd never see Jeanie ony mair, and that was the thought 
that gave her the sairest heaxt of a’ that had come and gane 
yet On her bended knees would she pray for Jeanie, night 
and day, baith for what she had done and what she had scoria 
to do in her beluJf ; for what a thought would it have been to 
her at that moment o’ tim& if that upright creature had made 
a £sult to save her ! She desired her famer would give Jeanie 
a’ the gear — her ain (f.s. Effie’s) mother’s and a’. She had made 
a deed giving up Iiot right, and it was in Mr. Novit’s hand. 
Warld’s gear was hencefonraurd the least of her care, not was 
it likely to be muckle her mister. She hoped diia would malm 
it easy for her sister to settle ’ ; and imme d i ately after this 
expressicm, she wished Butler himsdif all good thiii^ in return 
for his kindness to her. ‘For herself’ she said, ‘she kend her 
lot would be a waesome ane, but it was of her own foaming, mm 
ehe desired the less pity. But, for her friends’ satis&etion, slie 


THE BEABT OF MOEjOTHIAN 


vidbed than to Imv iiMi tib* iH» gMB Me 2i g«to ; that they 

trho had done her auutomoBg were bow wQiiap to & her what 
jiutiee WM i» their power; aad die wodd, la wnne waridly 
veqMoto be fiur better off tbaa 1 ^ deeeived. Bat she deeiied 
her finuly to xeaiain eatiafied with this assursaoe, and nre 
thameel'ree ao troeUe in laaldng farther inqnirieB after her/ 

% David Deans and to Bauer this letter »Te verjr litUe 
ocasftnt; for what was to be eapeeted frixm i&s onfortonate 
^’s anithie her fote to that of a choiaoter so notorioas as 
Bobertson, thejr readilv gnessed was alluded to in the last 
senteaob eaeeptuig that ue dionld become the partner and 
viotim or his ftitaie crimes 1 JeaDie,wdioknewGeo]^e8taanton’s 
oharaotor and real raak, saw her sidar's sitaadon under a ray 
of bettor bo]te 3ie augured well dr the haste he had shown 
to reclaim his inteiest in ££l^ and she trusted he had made 
harhuwife. if so, it seemed iai|>f(foaUethait^ with his enieoted 
fortaae end high ootmexkms* he dionld again resume the life 
of oriminal adventure wfaidb he had led, e^iedally since, as 
matters stood, his life depended upon lis keeping his own sec^ 
which could only be done by an entire ohanm of his halnt^ 
an d p ariacularfy by avoiding all those rriio had known the heir 
of Inllin^iam unw the (maxaotar of the audacious, criminal, 
and oondemned Bobertson. 

She thought it most likdy that the couple would go alnroad 
for a few years, and not return to Bigland until the affair of 
Portoous was totally hngotten. Jeaaie, therefore, saw more 
hopes for her sister than Butler or her fother had been able to 
pei^ve; but die was not at liberty to impart the oomfiart 
wliidi she felt in believing that she would be secure from 


the pressure of poverto, and in little lidt of being seduced into 
the paths of guilt. She oould not have eiqilained this without 
makmg public what it was essentially necessary for Effie’s chance 
of eoaaott to conceal, the identity, namely, of Oeorge Staunton 
and George BobertsoiL After all, it was dreadml to think 
thsit Effie had unHed hersdf to a man oondmnned for feikm^, 
and liaUe to trial for murder, whatever m^ht be his rank in 
* , and tbs degree of his r^entsnce. Bestoes, it mdan- 
to reflect that^ she herself beuag in poaseesion of the 
_._j dteadftd eemet^ it was most promhle m would, out of 
regard' to his own foetein aad fear for his safety, never agra 
namifc hnr to sea poor Effie. After perusing and re-perusing 
IMW sister’B vaiediqtofy l^ter, she gave ease to her fodmgs ina 
flood of toaxa, wfaidi Butter in vaaa endeavteixed to oh^ 
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eveiy aoothitut i^temtim in bis power. 9ie mw oUigod bw- 
ever, at hora to lodi op and wipe her eyes, for hw fo^imr, 
Amking he oad aUowed the lorers time enough for oonfoireDO& 
wee BOW advanohig towards them frcnn the L(Mge, aooompanm 
by the Cwtsm of Knodcdondmr, or, as his frmds oallM him 
for iMevitya sake, Dunoan Knoc^ a title whioh some yonthfid 
ex^nts hml reoded peooliarly appropriate. 

This Dunoan of ^ookdunder was a person of first-rate im« 
pc^anoe in the island of Roseneath and the continental 
parishes of Enooktarlitie, Kilmnn, and so forth ; nay, his in- 
nuenoe extended as for as Cowall, where, however, it was 
obsonred hr that of another fimtor. The Tower of Knodc- 
dunder still occupies, with its remains, a cliff overhwging the 
Holy Lodt Duncan swore it had been a ro^ castle ; if so, it 
was one of the smallest, the spaoe within only forming a sj^uare 
of sixteen feet, and bearing therefore a ridiculons proportion to 
the thidmess of the walls, whioh was ten feet at least Such 
as it was, howevw, it hiul long given the title of Captain, 
equivalent to that of Chatelain, to the ancestors of Dnnoa^ 
who were tetamers of the house of Aigyle, and held a heredi- 
tarv jnrisdictimi undm' them, of little extent indeed, but whioh 
haa great oon^uenoe in their own eyes, and was usually 
administered with a vigour somewhat beyond the law. 

The present representative of that ancient fomily was a 
stout diort man about fifty, whose pleasure it was to unite in 
his own person the dress of the Highlands and Lowhmds, 


DO look up and wipe oer eyes, for ner aacamr, 
aUowed the lovers time enough ^ oonforeDoeu 
ing towards them firmn the Ltrage, aooompanfod 


wearing oa his head a black tie-wig, surmounted bv a fierce 
cooked hat, deeply guarded with gold lace, while the rest of 
his dress ocHuisted of the plaid and philah^. Dunoan super- 


intended a district which was partly Highhuid partly Lowlmd, 
and therefore might be supposed to combine their national 
habits, in order to show his impartiality to Trojan or Tyrian. 
The incongmi^, however, had a whimsical and ludicrous effect, 
M it made his head and body look as if belonging to diffemt 
individuals ; or, as a<mie one said who had seen the exeoutic^ 
of the insurgent prisoners m 1715, it seemed as if some Jacobite 


endianter, having recalled the sufferers to life, had dapped, 
in his hade, an Englishman’s head on a Hi^lander’s body. 
To finish the portrait, the bearing of the gracious Dunoan was 
Iniefi Unff, and consequential, and the upward tnm of his short 
oopper-edonred nose mdicated that he was somewhat addicted 
to w»th and usquebau^ 
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When this cUgmtasf bad advanoed nptoBntleraod toJeanie^ 
‘I take the fieedtHii, Mr. Deaiia,’ he said, in a very ecmse- 
quoitial maimer, ‘to salute your dan|d>i^i whilk I presume 


this young lass to be. I kiss every pre^ girl that oomes to 
Boseneath, in virtue of my office.’ Having made this gallant 
iq>ee(di, betook out his quid, saluted Jeanie with a heor^ sma^ 
and bade her welcome to Aigyle’s country. Then addiesdng 
But^, he said, ‘Te maun gang ower and meet the wle 
ministm yonder the mom, for tiiey will want to do your job ; 
and synd it down with usquebaugh doubtless : they seldcun 
make dry work in this kintra.’ 

‘ And the Laird ’ said David Deans, addressing Butler in 

further explanation. 

‘The Captain, man,’ interrupted Dnncu; ‘folk winna ken 
wba ye are speaking aboot, unless ye gie shentlemens their 
proMr title.’ 

‘The Captain, then,’ said David, ‘assures me that the call 
is unanimous on the psid) of the paiishionete — a real harmonious 
call, Beuben.’ . 

‘ I pelieve,’ said Duncan, ‘ it was as harmonious as could 
pe expected, when the tae hdf o’ the bodira were olavering 
Sassenach and the t’other skirling Glaelio, like sea-maws and 
dack-geese before a storm. Ane wad hae needed the gift of 
tongues to ken preoeesely w^t they said ; but I pelieve the 
best end of it was, “ Long live MacCallummore and Enook- 
dunder 1 ” And as to its being an unanimous call, I w^ be 
glad to ken &t business the carles have to call ony thing or 
ony body but what the Duke and mysell likes ! ’ 

‘ Nevertheless,’ said Mr. Butler, ‘ if any of the parishioners 
have any smuples, which sometimes happen in the mind of 
sincere professors, I should be happy of an opportunity of trying 
to remove ’ 

‘ Never feeh your peard about it, man,’ interrapted Duncan 
Knock. ‘Leave it a’ to me. Scruple! deU ane o’ them has bemi 
bred ap.to scrople ony thing that they ’re bidden to da And if 
sic a thing sold happen as ye speak o’, ye sail see the sincere 
professor, as ye ca’ fum, towed at the stem of my boat for a few 
nirlongs. I ’ll try if the water of the Haly Loch winna waeh off 
scruples as weel as fleas. Cot tarn 1’ 

Khe rest of Duncan’s threat was lost in a growling gulling 
sort of sound which he made in his throat, and which meiuMed 
recusants with no gentle means of otmveision. David Deans 
would certainly have given battle in defence (ff the li^^tt of the 
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Qimtian ooogrmtion to be consulted in tbe choice of their 
own pastor, wm<u^ in his estimation was one of the dioioest 
and most inalienwle of their privileges; but he had agi^ 
engaged in close conveTsation with Jeanie, and, with more in« 
terast than he was in use to take in affairs foreign dike to his 
occupation and to his rel^ous tenets, was inquuing into the 
particulars of her London journey. This was, perhaps, fortunate 
for the new-formed firiend^p betwixt him and the Captain of 
Enockdunder, which rested, in David’s estimation, upon the 
proofo he had dven of his skill in managing stock; but, in 
reality, upon the special charge transmitted to Duncan fixim 
the Duke and his agent to be^ve with the utmost attention 
to Deans and )na family. 

‘And now, sirs,’ said Duncan, in a commanding tone, ' I am 
to pray ye a’ to <pme in to your supper, for yonder is Mr. 
Archibdd half fomished, and a Saxon woman, that looks as if 
her een were fleeing out o’ her head wi’ fear and wonder, as if 
she had never seen a shentleman in a phiia^ nefore.’ 

‘And Reuben Butler,’ said David, ‘will doubtless desire 
instantly to retire, that he may prepare his mind for the 
exercise of to-morrow, that his work may suit the day, and be 
an offering of a sweet savour in the nostrils of the reverend 
presbytery.’ 

‘ Hout tout, man, it ’s but little ye ken about them,’ inter- 
rupted the Captain. ‘ Teil a ane o’ them wad gie tiie savour 
of the hot venison pasty which I smell (turning his squab 
nose up in the air) a’ the way frae the Lodge, for a’ that Mr. 
Putier, or you either, can say to them.’ 

David groaned ; but judging he had to do with a ^ 

he said, (fid not think it worth his while to give battle. They 
followed the Captain to the house, and arranged themselves 
with great ceremony round a well-loaded supper-table. The 
only other circumstance of the evening worthy to be recorded 
is, that Butler pronounced the blessing; that Knockdunder 
found it too long, mid Itakvid Deans censured it as too short ; 
from which the dbaritable reader may conclude it was exactly 
the propmr length. 



CHAPTER XLV 

Now tm the Pielme ef Dsrid ower 
And Hh wi* holy du^gor ; 

Of doable Tetee ecooe gie oe four 
And skirl up the Bangor. 

Bxtrnb. 

T ie neit was the important da;^ whe^ according to the 
forms and ritual of the Scottish Kirk, Reuben Butler 
was to be ordained minister of Enodd;arlitie by the 

presbytery of . And so eager were the whole party, that 

ail, excepting Mrs. Dutton, the destined Cowslip ot Inverary, 
were stimng at an early hour. 

Their host, whose aj^petite was as quick and keen as his 
tem^r, was not long in summoning them to a substanlial 
breauffiist^ where there were at least a dozen of different prep- 
arations of milk, plenty of cold meat, scores boiled and roasted 
eggs, a huge cag of butter, half a firkin herrings boiled and 
broilec^ fresh and salt, and tea and coffee for them that liked 
it, whicl^ ^ their landlord assured them, with a nod and a 
wink, pointing at the same time to a little cutter wh^ seemed 
dodnng under the lee of the island, cost them little beside the 
fetching ashore. 

^Is tile contraband trade permitted here so openly 1’ said 
Butier. U should think it very unfryourable to the people’s 
morals.^ 

^ ^e Du^ Mr. Putier, has gicn nae orders concemii^ the 
putting of it dovm,’ said the magistrate^ and seemed to thmk 
l^t he had said all that was necessary to justify Ids con- 
nivance. 

Butier was a man of prudence, and aware that real good 
can only be obtained by remonstraaoe when remonstrance is 
well-timed; so for the present he said notifing more on the 
subj^ 

When break&st was half over, in flounced Mrs. Dolly, as 
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fine as a Uoe laoqae and shatij-asiowed rikbaoda anold nalca 
her. 

'Good morrow to job, madma/ amd liw waeter od eatw- 
aunuea ; ‘ I tntrt yoor aaiiy riai^ wiU Bot soaith ye.* 

The dame apok^iaed to Gaptam KnookmideT, as dw eea 
pleased to term their eotertaiaer ; 'bat, as we say m CheAiie^* 
she added. ' i was like the mayor of Ahringham. w1m> fies m 
bed while ^ breeches are meading, for the prl aid not btiu 
ap the liglrt bnadle to my room t^ she biM kou|^ ap M 
w others by mistake one after t’ other. Well, 1 sapMse we 
are all for obonh to-day, as I anderataod. Fmj may 1 be so 
bold as to ask if it is the foshion for you North-Country 
gentlemen to go to chuioh in your petticoats, Captain Knoek- 
under 1 ’ 


‘Captain of Enookdander, madam, if you please, for 1 
knock under to no man ; and in respect of my I shallgo 
to church as I am, at your servioa madam ; for if 1 were to ue 
in bed, like yoor Major What-dVe-oallam, till my preeohes 
were mended, I might be there all my life, seeiM 1 never had 
a pair of them on my person but twice in my li^ which I am 
pound to remember, it ming when the Duke brought his 
Dndiess here, when her Grace pdioved to be pleasured ; so I 
e’en pmrowed the minister’s trews for the twa days^ his Qraoe 
was pleased to stay ; but I will put myself undw sic ocmfine- 
ment again for no man on earth, or woman either, but her 
Qraoe Ming idways exoepte*^ as in duty pound.’ 

The mistress of the milking-pail staiw, but, making no 
answer to this round declaration, immediately prooeedra to 
^ow that the alarm of the preceding evening hadin no dogiM 
injured her ajqietite. 

When the meal wae finiahed, the Captain proposed to Gwm 
to take boat, in order that Mrs. Jeanie might see her new 
place of residence, and that he himself might inquire wfaetto 
the necessary ^rcpcoations had beoi made there and at the 
manse finr receiving the future inmates of these nuoudona 

The momragwas ddi^tfol, Mid the huge mountain-shadow 
slept upon the iratiored^wava of the firth, almost as litHa da- 
turned as if it had been an inland laka Even Mrs. Batlon’a 
fean no kmger annoyed hw. had been infinmed by 
ArofailMld tw there was to be some sort of jonketting gfter 
the sermon, and that was what die loved ^atlyj aadaafortlm 
water, it was so stiH that itwoidd look quite like a pleaen riag 
on the Thames. 
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Hw vlioie pai^ being embarked, tiieiefore, in a iam boat^ 
irinflh the Gq>tain oallea his coach and rix, and attemm by a 
smaller <me termed his the mllant Danoan steered strai|^t 
aptm the little towear of the old-fii^oned ditirdi of E[noddariiti^ 
and the exertions of ^ stoat rowmrs sped them n^dly on their 
▼oyaga As they nested the land, the hills appeal to recede 
them, and a little Talley, formed by the descent of a small 
riTer from the mountains, evolyed itself as it vere npcm their 
aj^roadi. The style of the oonntary on each side was simply 
jMstoral, and resembled, in appearance and character, the descrip- 
tion of a forgotten Scottish poet, which runs nearly thus : — 

The water gently down a lerel eli^ 

With little din, but conthy what it made ; 

On ilka eide the treee mw thick and lang, 

And wi* the wild birds^ notea were a* in aang ; 

On either aide, a full bow-ahot and mair, 

The green waa eren, gowany, and fair ; 

With eas^ slope on ereiy hand the braes 
To the hills' feet with scattered bushes laiae ; 

With goats and sheep aboon, and kye below, 

The bonny banka all in a awarm did go.^ 

They landed in this Highland Arcadia, at the month of the 
small stream which watered the delightful and peaceable yaOey. 
Inhabitants of several descriptions came to pay their respects 
to tile Captain of Enookdnnder, a homage which he was very 
peremptory in exaotanfe and to see the new settiers. Some of 
these were men after David Deans’s own heart, elders of 
kirk-session, zealous professors, from the Lennox, Lanarkshire, 
and A3rr8hu& to whom the preceding Duke of Argyle had d^en 
‘ rooms ’ in this comer of his estate, because they nad ranered 
tor joining his tother, the unfortunate Earl, daring bis ill-toted 
attenmt in 1686 . Hiese were cakes of the right leaven tor 
David regaling bimsdtf with ; and, had it not for this oir- 
oumstanoe, he has been heard to say, ‘that the Gapt^ of 
Enoctodunder would have swore him out of the oountiy in 
twenfy-four hours, sae awsome it was to ony thinking sou to 
hear 1 ^ imprecations, upon the slightest temptation that oroesed 
his humour.’ 

Besides thesa there were a wilder set of parishioners, moun- 
tsineeis from toe upper glen and a^jaomit hilL who i^oke 
Gaelio, went about anned, and wore the Highland dresa But 
the stiiot commands of the Duke had estMliabed sudi good 

* Bom’s rmitmaU BhephtrieM. Edit 1778, p. 28. 
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order in tbis part his temtorie& tiiat tiw Gad and Saxooa 
lived iqKiD die best possible terms or good ndjfd^boioliood. 

Hej first Tinted the manse, as tl» parsonage is tnmed in 
Scotland. It vas old, bat in good repair, ara stood snogly 
emboeomed in a grove of qrcamore, into a well-stocked gar^ 
in firont, bomded by the moall river, which was partly visiUe 
from the windows, concealed by the bushes, frees, and 

bounding hedge. Within, the house looked less comfortabte 
than it mijd^t have been, for it had been n^lected by the late 
incumbent ; but workmen had been labouring under uie direc- 
tions of the Captain of Knockdunder, and at the expense of dm 
Duke of Aigyfe, to put it into some order. The old ‘ plenish- 
ing ’ had been removed, and neat but plain household furniture 
had been sent down by the Bake in a brig of his own, cidled 
the ‘ Caroline,’ and was now ready to be placed in order in the 
apartments. 

The gracious Duncan, finding matters were at a stand 
among die workmen, summoned before him the delinquent 
and impressed all who h^id him with a sense of his authority 
by the penalties with which he threatened them for their delay. 
Mulcting them in half their charge, he assured them, would be 
die least of it ; for, if they were to neglect his pleasure and the 
Duke’s, 'he would be tamn’d if he paid them the t’other half 
either, and they might seek law for it where they could ^ 
it’ llie work-people humbled themselves before the ofiendiBd 
digniinry, and spake him soft and fitir ; and at length, upon Mr. 
Bader recalling to his mind tlmt it was the ordination-day, 
and that the workmen were probably thinking of going to 
chunh, Knockdunder agreed to forgive them, out of reqieot 
to their new minister. 

‘ But an I catch them n^lecking my duty again, Mr. Puder, 
the toil pe in me if the ki» shall be an excuse ; for what has 
the like o’ them lapiMtrees to do at die kirk ony day put Sun- 
daya or thm either, if the Duke and I has the necessitous uses 
for them t ’ 

It inay be guessed with what feelings of qui^ satisfiMsdon and 
delight Bader looked forward to spending his days, h<nionrad 
and useful as he trusted to be, m this sequestered vall^, 
and how .dten an intelligent glimoe was ex<hanged betwixt 
him and Jeonie, whose good-humoured fime look^ poridveiy 
handsome, from the expression of modesty, and at the same 
time of satic£usti(m, which she wore when vinting the apait- 
mente of which she was soon to call heisdf mistress. £9ie was 
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left at to fn« mom apeai ia da lgence to her fedings of 
end aifaninitinn whffli, havoiff ue manse, the oomi^y 
proceeded to eramhie the deeaned wihitatiep of David Deana. 

Jeaoie foaod vidi pleaaim that it mu aot idwre a Bnufcet- 
diot £«»> the masse; ftr & had hem a bar to her haf^mess 
to think aim mi^t be eb^ed to reside at a distanee mm her 
fitther, and she tree amce that there irere Btitn^ ohjeotions to 
his adnaQj iiTing is the same house with Butler. Bat this 
bi^ distanee mu the rery tldng whuh she could hare wished. 

fhe hnn-house was on the plan of im improTed cottage, and 
oontriwed with great regard to oouTenienee ; an exodHent little 
gaidm, an onhtfd, and a set of offiees complete aecording to 
the bert ideas of w time, combined to render it a most desir- 
sdde habitation for the practical fiomer, and &r superior to 
the hord at Woodend and the smidl house at St. Le<niard’s 
Crags. The situation was considerably higher than that of 
the manse, and ^nted to the west. The windows commanded 
an enchanting view of the little vale ovmr which the mansion 
seemed to preside, the windings t^ stream, and the firtii, 
with its associated Ishes and romantic ialanda biHa of 
Dunbarton^die, onoe possessed by the fierce clan of MaoFar- 
lanes, formed a (descent behind tme valley, and &r to the right 
•warn seen tiie duehv ami onre gigantic mountains of Aigyle- 
sluTe, with a seaward view of the shattered and thunder-^tten 
peaks of Arran. 

&it to Jeanie, whose taste for the pctnresqne, if she bad 
any by natiire, had never been awakmud or cultivated, the 
ai^ of the ftrafaiul old lii^ iHiettly, as she opened the door to 
reoehne them in her dean toy, SuiimT’s rasBet-gown, and blue 
apron, nicely smoothed down before ner, was worth the whole 
varied hndsci^ Ihe raptures of the fidthful old <»eatnre at 
seeing Jeanie weee eqnd to her own, as she hastened to assuie 
bar; ‘that buth the gudeman and tin beasts had been as weal 
seen after as she pcKmdy oonhi ccmtrive.’ Separating her fnxn 
the rest of the company. May then hurried her young mistress 
to tiw offiees, that she leoeive the eomplkneBts she 

o^ee^ £« her oese o£ tto oows. Jeanie rcgoieed, in the 
simplicify of fa«r heart, tosee her charge onoe more; and the 
mute ffivouiitos of our heio^ Gowans and the ethos, aoknoid- 
edged her pr e sen ce by krwhw; tnzmag ronud their broad and 
daosift brows when thi^ heard her weU-faiowB 'Pmh, my leddy 
— prub, mv woman,’ and Iqr various iodioaticms, teown oi^ 
to those who have itiriied the habits of the imlky motbeo, 
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blowing amsiUe plaasiue as she apiatoaebed to oavess them in 
their tom. 

‘The veiy brate beasts are glad to see ye agam,’ said May: 
‘bat nae wmider, Jeonie, for ye were aye hiiid to beast aod 
body. And 1 maon leam to oa’ ye mistnu now, Jeanie, siaoe 
ye hae been op to Lonnon, and seen the Duke, tuid the King, 
and a’ the biaw folk. But wba kras,’ added the old chme 
slyly, ‘ what I ’ll hae to oa’ ye forbye mistoess, for I am thinking 
it wanna laog be Deans.’ 

‘ Ga’ me your ain Jeanie, May, and then ye can never gang 
wrang.’ 

In the cow-hoose which they examined tiiere was one animal 
which Jeanie looked at till we tears gushed ^m her eyes. 
May, who had watched her with a sympathising expression, 
immediately observed, in an undertone, ‘The gudeman aye 
sorts that oeast himsell, and is kinder to it than ony beast in 
the byre ; and I notic^ he was that way e’en when he was 
angriest, and had maist cause to be angry. Eh, sirs 1 a 
parent’s heart ’s a queer thing ! Mony a wt^e he has Imd for 
that puir lassie. 1 am thinking he petitions mair fcnr her than 
for yoursdl, hinny ; for what can he plead for you but just to 
wish you the blessing ye deserve t And when r sleepit ayont 
the hallan, when we came first here, he was often earnest a’ 
nmht, and I could hear him come ower and ower again wi’, 
“Effie — pair blinded misguided thing!” it was aye “Effiel 
Effie ! ” If that pair wandering lamb oomena into the shew- 
fould in the Shepherd’s ain time, it will be an unco wonder, ror 
I wot she has bMn a <hild of prayers. 0, if the puir prodigal 
wad return, sae blithely as the goodman wad kill the fot^ 
calf! — though ^rookie’s calf will no be fit for killing this three 
we^ yet’ 

And then, with the discursive talent of persons of her de- 
scription, she got once more afloat in her acwunt of domestic 
afiane, and 1^ this delicate imd afiecting topic. 

Having looked at everything in the offices and the duiy, 
and expressed her satisfaction with the m^er in which matters 
had bwn managed in her absence, Jeanie rejoined the lett of 
the party, who were surv^ng the interior of the houses all 
excepting David Deans and Butlmr, who had gone down to the 
<diaxch to meet the kirk-session and the dergymen <d the pces- 
bytery, and arrange matters for the duty of tba day. 

In ute interior of the cottage all was clean, neat, and saitalde 
to the exterior. It had been orij^nally built and famished by 
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^ Duke as a retreat lbs* a fikTOurite domestic of iixe higher 
olass^ erho did not long enjoy it^ and had been dead only a few 
months, so that everythinff was in excellent taste and good 
order But in Jeanie^s bedroom was a neat trunk, which had 
greatly excited Mrs. Dutton’s curiosity, for she was sure that 
the direction * For Mrs. Jean Deans, at Auchingower, mridi of 
Enocktarlitie,’ was the writing of Mrs. Semple, the Duchess’s 
own wommL May Hettiiy produced the key in a sealed parcel, 
which bore the same adless, and attached to the key was a 
label, intimating that the tru^ and its contents were ^a token 
of remembrance to Jeanie Deans from her friends the Duchess 
of Argyle and the young ladies.’ The trunk, hastily opened, 
as the reader wiU not doubt, was found to be full of wearing 
apparel of the best quality, suited to Jeanie’s rank in life ; and 
to most of the articles the names of the particular donors were 
attached, as if to make Jeanie sensible not only of the general 
but of the individual interest she had excited in the noble 
fiimily. To name the various articles by their appropriate names 
would be to attempt things unattempted yet in prose or rhyme ; 
brides, that the old-feshioned terms of manteaus, sacques, 
kissing-strings, and so forth would convey but little information 
even to the milliners of the present day. (I shall deposit, how- 
ever, an accurate inventory of the contents of the trunx with 
my kind friend. Miss Martha Buskbody, who has promised, 
should the public curiosity seem interested in the subject, to 
supply me with a professional glossary and commentary.) Suffice 
it to say, that the ^ft was such as became the donors, and was 
suited to the situation of the receiver ; that ever^hing was hand- 
some and impr^riate, and nothing forgotten wnich beloimed to 
the wardroTO of a young person in Jeanie’s situation in life, the 
destined bride of a respectable clergyman. 

Article after article was displayed, commented upon, and 
admired, to the wonder of May, who declared, ‘she diema think 
the Queen had mair or better claise,’ and somewhat to the envy 
of the northern Cowslip.^ Thfe unamiable, but not very un- 
natui^ disposition of mind broke forth in sundry unfounded 
criticisms te the disparagement of the articles, as they were 
severally exhibited. But it assumed a more direct cliaTacter 
wh^, at the bottom of all, was found a dress of white silk, very 
pkinly made, Imt still of white silk, and French silk to boot, 
with a paper pinned to it, bearing, that it was a present from 
the Duke of A^le to his travelli^ companion, to be worn on 
the day when me should change her name. 



THE HEART OF MtpUOTHIAN 4^ 

Mis. Iktton ooald forl^ no longer^ but whi^ered Into 
Mr. Archibald’s ear, that it was a cleyer thing to be a Sootoh- 
woman: * She supposed all Aer msters, and she had half a dbien, 
might have been hanged, without any one sending her a i«eseiit 
of a pocket handkerc&ef’ 

‘ Or without your making smy exertion to save &em, Mrs. 
Dollv,’ answered Archib^d, drily. ^ ‘But I am surprised we do 
not hear the bell yet,’ said he, looking at his watck 

‘ Fat ta deil, Mr. Archibalc^’ answered the Captain of Knock- 
dunder, ‘ wad ye hae them ring the bell before I am ready to 
gang to kirk 1 I wad ^ the bedral eat the bell-roj^ if he 
took ony sic freedom. But if ye want to hear the bell, I will 
just show mysell on the knowe-head, and it will begin jowing 
forthwith.’ 

Accordingly, so soon as they wdlied out, and the gold- 
laced hat of toe Captain was seen rising like Hesper above the 
dewy verge of the nsing ^und, the cl^h — for it was rather a 
clash than a clang — of the bell was heard from the old moss- 
grown tower, and the clapper continued to thump its cracked 
sides all the while they c^vanced towards the lark, Duncan 
exhorting them to take their own time, ‘ for toil ony sport wad 
be till he came.’ ^ 

Accordingly, the bell only changed to the final and impatient 
chime when they crossed the style ; and ‘ rang in.’ that is, con- 
cluded its mistuned summons, when they had entered the 
Duke’s seat in the little kirk, where the whole party arranged 
themselves, with Duncan at their head, excepting David Deans, 
who already occupied a seat among the elders. 

The busmess of the day, with a par^cular detail of which 
it is uimeoessary to trouble the reader, was gone through ac- 
cording to the established form, and the sermon pronounced 
upon me occasion had the good fortune to please even the 
critical David Deans, thougn it was only an hour and a 
quarter long, which David termed a short allowance of spiritual 
provender. 

The preacher, who was a divine that held many of David’s 
opinions, privately apologised for his brevity by saying, ‘That 
be observe the Captain was gaunting grievously, and that if he 
had detained him longer, there was no knowi^ how long he 
might be in paying the n^ term’s victual stip^d.’ 

David groaned to find that such carnal motives could have 
influence upon the mind of a powerful preacher. bad^ in* 


^ jSse TolUng to gervleo la Scotland. Hots 80. 
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(iee4 Imbb acandalked by another eiroiourtanoe daring the 
eervioe. 

So soon as the oongregatioa wwe seated after piayras, and 
the decipyinaa had his text> the gtacions l^eoD, after 
rommagmg the leathern purse which boiig in front of his 
petticoat produced a ehort tobacco-pipe made of iron, and ob- 
served, ahkwt idood, ‘I hae fogotten my spleuchan. Lachlan, 
gang down to the daohan and bring me op a pennyworth 
of twist.’ Six arms, the nearest within reach, presented, with 
an obedmnt start, as many tobacco pouches to the man of 
office He made ehdoe of one with a nod of acknowledgment, 
filled his pipe, lighted it with the assistance of his pist<n-flint, 
and smokra with infinite composure daring the whole time of 
the sermon. When the discourse yms finished, he knocked the 
ashes out of his pipe, r^laeed it in its sporr^ returned 
the tobacco pouch or spleuchan to its owner, and joined in the 
pra^ with decency and attention. 

At the end of the service, when Butler had bem admitted 
ministmr of the kirk of Knocktoriitie, with all its spiritual 
immunities and privil^es, David, who had frowned, groaned, 
and murmured at Knockdunder’s irreverent demeanour, wm- 
municated his plain thoughts of the matter to Isaac MeiMe- 
hose, one of ^e elders, with whom a reverential aspect and 
huge grizzle wig had especially disposed him to seek fintemisa- 
ti<Hi. ‘ It didna become a wiM Indian,’ David said, 'much less 
a Christian and a gentlmnan, to sit in the kirk puffing tobacco- 
rede, as if he were in a chan^-house.’ 

MeiUehose shook his head, and allowed it was '£» fine 
beseeming. But what will ye say? The Captain’s a queer 
hand, and to speak to him about that or ony thing else that 
crosses the maggot, wad be to set the kiln a-low. He keeps 
a hi^ hand ower the country, and we couldna deal wi’ the 
Hiemdmen wiihout his protectiem, sin’ a’ the keys o’ the 
kintray hinge at his belt ; and he ’e no an ill body in the main, 
and maistry, ye ken, maws the meadows doun.’ 

‘Tlmt may be very tra& neighbour,’ said David; ‘but 
Beuben BuHot iaom llie man 1 take him to be if he disna learn 
tlm Ca^bain to faff Us pipe some oilier gate than in God’s 
house or Hie quarter be ower.’ 

'Fair and softly gangs fiur,’ said MeikldiOM; 'md if a foie 
may gie a wise man a counsel, I wad hae him think twice or 
he me^ wi’ Enoi^dandm. He sold hae a lai^-dumkit spnne 
that wad sup kail wi' the deU. Bat th^ <m a’ away to thdr 
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dinndr to ike chaaige-hoo^ and if we d inn a mend our paoe, 
we Tl come short at meid-time.’ 

David aooompanied his friend without answer; but began 
to feel from experience that the glen of Knooktelitie, like the 
r« 3 t of the world, was haunted by its own special subjec^ of 
regret and discontent. His mina was so much ocoMied by 
considering the best means of converting Duncan of Bjiock to 
a sense of reverent decaicy during pubfic worship, that he 
altogether forgot to inquire whether Butler was called upon to 
subscribe the oaths to government. 

Some have insinuated that his x^lect on this hera was, in 
some degree, intenticmal ; but I tirizik this explanation incon- 
sistent with the sinmlicity of my friend Dayid^s character. 
Neither have I ever been able, by the most minute inquiries, 
to know whether the formula at which he so mnch scn^led 
had been exacted from Butler, ajre or no. The books of the 
kirk-session might have thrown some light on this matter ; but 
unfortunatelymey were destroyed in the year 1746, by one 
Donacha Dhu na Dunaigh, at the instance, it was said, or at 
least by the connivamoe, of the gracious Duncan of Knock, who 
had a desire to oWiterate the recorded foibles of a certam Kate 
Finlayson. 



CHAPTER XLVI 

Now butt and ben the diange-bonse fills 
Wr yill-caap commentators ; 

Here *8 crying out for bakes and gills, 

And there the pint>stoup clatters. 

While thick and thrang, and loud and lang, 

Wi' logic and wi* Scri^nre, 

They raise a din that in the end 
Is like to breed e rupture 

O' wrath that day. 

Busks. 

A PLENTIFUL entertaimneni^ at the Duke of Artie's 
cost, regaled the reverent gentlemen who had as- 
sist^ at the ordination of Reuben Butler, and almost 
all the respectable part of the rarish. l^e feast was, indeed, 
such as the country itself fiimi^ed ; for plenty of all the requi- 
sites for * a rough and round ’ dinner were always at Duncan of 
Knock’s command. There was the beef and mutton on the 
braes, the fresh and saltwater fish in the lochs, the brooks, and 
firth ; game of every land, from the deer to the leveret, were 
to be had for the lulling in the Duke’s forests, moors, heaths, 
and mosses : and for liquor, home-brewed ale flowed as freely 
as water ] brandy and usquebaugh both were had in ^ose 
happy times without duty ; even white wine and claret were 
got for nothing, since the Duke’s extensive rights of admiralty 
gave him a time to all the wine in cask which is drifted ashore 
on the western coast and isles of Scotland, when shipping have 
suffered by severe weather. In short, as Duncan b^ted, the 
entertainment did not cost MacGaUummore a plack out of his 
sporran, and was nevertheless not only liberal, out overflowing. 

The Duke’s health was solemnised in a lima fide bumper, 
and David Deans himself added perhaps the first huzza wat 
his lungs had ever uttered to sww the shout with which the 
pl^e was received. Nay, so exalted in heart was he upon 
this memorable oocaskm, and so muoh disposed to be indulgent^ 
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jtotoeTOewBdnodiwatiafiwtaonwlMptigeebagpq^atarack 
1 ^ * Hie CDampbells <aare ecsnifig.' Ilte health oftiie mennd 
naniiiter of Enookteriitie mus leenved iriih mmiUr honoma ; 
and Ihere vaa a roar of langhter when one his hretibnn aljdy 
anl^oined the additton o^ *A good wife to ovr hrother, to keep 
the manse in Older.’ On ^lisoooasionlhmd Deans was deliTetea 
of his first-b(«ii joke ; and apparently the nartorition was ao- 
oom^snied with many throes, for sorely dia he twist about his 
pl^egnomy, and mndi did he stumble in his speech, b^3ie 
ne ooiud express his idea, ‘ That the lad being now wedded to 
his qiiritual bride, it was hard to threaten him with ane temporal 
spouse in the same day.’ He then laughed a hoarse and Inief 
laugh, and was suddenly grave and silent, as if abashed at his 
own vivaoiouB effort. 

After utother toast or two, Jeanie, Mrs. Dolly, and such of 
the female natives as had honoured we feast wi& their pres- 
enoe, retired to David’s new dwelling at Auohingower, and left 
th^entlemen to their potations. 

Ihe feast proceeded with great glee. The oonversatim, 
where Duncan had it under his direction, was not indeed always 
stauctly ^canonical, but David Deans escaped any risk of being 
BoandaUaed by engiming with one of his neighbors in a reca- 
pitulation of the sufferings of Ayrshire and Lanarkshire, during 
what was called the inyasmn of the Highland Host ; the prudent 
Mn Meiklehose cautioning them from time to time to loww 
their voices, for ‘ that Duncan Knock’s fother had been at that 
onslaught, and brought back muokle gude plenishing, and that 
Duncan was no unlikely to hae been thmre himself tor what he 
kend.’ 

Meanwhile, as the mirth grew fest and furious, the graver 
numbers of thciparty began to escape as well as they could. 
David Deans accomplished his retreat, and Butler anziouBly 
watihed an oppcntunity to follow him. Knockdunder, however, 
desirons, he said, of knowing what stuff was in the new minister, 
had no intention to part wiw him so easily, but kept him pinned 
to his side, watching him sedulously, and with obliging violence 
filling his to the brim as often as he could seize an omor- 
tuMty of so. At length, as the evening was wearing 
a ivetDeable Imtber chancm to ask Mr. Anhibald whmi thOT 
might hope to see the Duke, tom carum caput, as he would 
veutoreto term him, at the Lodge of Boseneath. Duncan of 
Enod;, whose ideas wm» somewhat oonglomerated, and whc^ it 
may be beUeved, was no great. scholar, catching up some nn- 
▼OL. vn — 80 
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aoimd ^ tlie wocds, ooDedre«d tbe epealcer ms dmi^ 
ft paxa^ betwew the Ih^e and Sir l^nald Cknme of Sleat ; 
and being of opinion that sndi oraapaiison was odious, snorted 
i^oe^ and {neared himsdf to be in ft pa^(HL 

To the explftnfttion of ^ Tfflieiable divine Captain an- 
swered, ‘ I heard the word Gkmne ” nnrsd^ sir, with my ain 
ears. D’ ye think I do not know Gaelic Latin 1 ' 

‘^pazenti^ not^ sir,’ so the cleTgyman,^ offended in his 
turn, and taking a pinch of snuff, answered with m^t coolness. 
^ Hie copper nose of the gracious Duncan now became hwted 
like the bull of Pbalari^ and while Mr. Archibald mediated 
betwixt the offended parties, and the attention of the company 
was engaged by their dispute, Butler took an opportunity to 
effect his retreat. 

He found the females at Auchingower very anxious for the 
breaking up of the convivial party; for it was a part of the 
arrangement that, although David. Deans was to remain at 
Auchingower, and Butier was that night to take possession of 
the manse, yet Jeani^ for whom complete accommodations 
were not yet provided in her lather’s house, was to return for a 
day or two to the Lodge at Boseneath, and the boats had been 
held in readiness accordingly. They waited, therefore, for 
^oi^dunder’s return, but twilight came and ^ey still waited 
in vain. At length Mr. Archibald who, as a n^ of decorun^ 
had taken care not to exceed in his conviviality, made his 
appearance, and advised the females stroimly to return to the 
islwd under his escort; observing that, from the humour in 
which he had left the Captain, it was a great chance whether 
he budged out of the public-house that night, and it was 
absolutmy certain that he would not be very fit company for 
ladies. The gig was at their disposal, he said, and there was 
still {deasant twilight for a party on the water. 

Jeanie, who had considerable confidence in Archibald’s pru- 
dence, immediately acquiesced in this proposal ; but Mrs. Dolly 
positively objected to the mnall boat, u the big boat could 
be gott^ she agreed to set out, otherwise she would sleep on 
tite floor, ratiier than stir a step. Beasoning with Do% was 
out of tra question, and Arohibud did not think the dimculfy 
so pressing as to require compulsion. He obs^ed, 'It was not 
using tile Captain vmry politely to derive him of his ooadi 
and six; but as it was in the ladies^ service,’ he gallantiy 
said, 'he would use so mudi freedom j besides, the gK would 
serve the Captain’s purpose bqttw, as it oould cone off at any 
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bout of the tide ; the large boat dbould, theie&r^ be at Mrs. 
Dc^'s service.’ 

They walked to the beach accordingly, accompanied 
Butler. It was some time before the l^tmen could be as- 
sembled, and ere they were well embarked, and ready to 
depart, ^e pale moon was come over the 1^ and flinimg 
a trembling reflection on the bro£^ and glittering waves. But 
so soft ana pleasant was the niffht^ that Butler, in biddiii^ 
&r6well to Jeanie, had no apprehension for her safety ; anC 
what is yet more extraordinary, Mrs. Dolly felt no alarm for 
her own. The air was soft, and came over the cooling wave 
with something of summer fragrance. The beautiful scene of 
headlands, and capes, and bays around the^ with the broad 
blue chain of mountains, was dimly visible in the moonlight ; 
while eve^ dash of jhe oars m^e the waters glance and 
sparkle with the brilliant phenomenon called the sea fire. 

This last circimstance filled Jeanie with wonder, and served 
to amuse the mind of her companion, until they approached 
the little bay, which seemed to stretch its dark ana wooded 
arms into the sea as if to welcome them. 

The usual landing-place was at a quarter of a mile’s distance 
from the Lodge, and although the tide did not admit of the 
large boat coming quite close to the jetty of loose stones which 
served as a pier, Jeanie, who was both Wd and active, easily 
sprung ashore ; but Mrs. Dolly positively refusing to commit 
herseli to the same risk, the complaisant Mr. Archibald ordered 
the boat round to a more regular landing-place, at a consider- 
able distance along the shore. He then prepared to land him- 
self, that he might, in the meanwhile, accompany Jeanie to 
the Lodge. But as there was no mistaking the woodland lane 
which led from thence to the shore, ana as the moonlight 
showed her one of the white chimneys rising out of the wood 
winch embosomed the building, Jeanie declined this &vour 
with thanks, and requested him to proceed with Mrs. Dolly, 
who, being ‘in a country where the ways were strange to her, 
had mair need of countenance.’ 

This, indeed, was a fortunate circumstance, and might even 
be said to save poor Cowslip’s life, if it was true, as she herself 
used solemnly to aver, that she must positively have expii^ 
for fear if she had been left alone in the boat with six wild 
Hirfilmiders in kilts. 

^e ni^ht was so exquisitely beautiful that Jeanie, instead 
of immediately directing her course towards the Lodge, stood 
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looldug after boat aa it again put off from the and 
rowed ont into the littlb ttedark figmos of to ccanpanimiB 
growing less and less dieting as they dizninished in the distance, 
and the jorram, or melancholy boat-song, of the rowers coming 
on Ihe ear mm softened and sweeter sound, until the boat 
roun^ Ihe headland and was lost to her observation. 

Still Jeanie remained in the same posture, looking out upon 
the sea. It would, she was aware, be some time ere her com- 
panions could reach the Lodge, as the distance by the more 
convenient landing-place was considerably greater than from 
the point where she stood, and she was not sorry to have an 
opportunity to spend the interval by herself. 

The wonderful change which a few weeks had wrought in 
to situation, from smime and grief, and almost despair, to 
honour, joy, and a fair prospect of future happiness, passed 
before her eyes with a sensation which brought the teara into 
them. Yet they flowed at the same time from another source. 
As human happiness is never perfect, imd as well-constructed 
minds are never more sensible of the distresses of those whom 
they love than when their own situation forms a contrast with 
them, Jeanie’s affectionate regrets turned to the &te of her poor 
sister — the child of so many hopes, the fondled nursling of 
so many years — now an exile, and, what was worse, dependent 
on the will of a man of whose habits she had every reason to 
entertain the worst opinion, and who, even in his strongest 

B sms of remorse, had appeared too much a stranger to 

While her thoughts were occupied with these melancholy 
reflections, a shadowy figure seemed^ to detach itself from the 
copsewood on her right hand. Jeanie started, and the stories 
of apparitions and wraiths, seen by solitary travellers in wild 
situations, at such times and in such an hour, suddenly came 
full upon her imagination. The figure glided on, and as it 
came betwixt her and the moon, she was aware that it had the 
OTpearanoe of a woman. A soft voice twice reputed, ‘ Jeanie — 
jWie 1 ’ Was it indeed could it be the voice of her sister ? 
Was she still among the living, or had the grave given up its 
tenant t Ere she could state mese questions to her own mind, 
Iffie, alive and in the body, bad claaped her in her arms, and 
was straining her to her bosom and oevouimg her with kisses. 

* I have wandered here,' she said, * like a ghais^ to see you, and 
nae wonder you take me for ane. I thou^t but to see you gang 
by, or to h^ the sound of your voice ; but to speak to your- 
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sdl agaiii) Jeame) was taait than I dsB^rved, and siair ^bm I 
doiBt piOT io^J 

* 0, Effie ! how came ye here alone^ and at this hoar, and on 
ihe wild sea-beaoh f Are yon sore it *b your ain living sell f * ^ 
There was somethh^ of Effie’s former humour in her practi- 
cally answering the question by a gentle pindi, more beseeming 
the fingers of a foiry than of a ghost 
And again the sisters embr^ed, and laughed, and w^t by 
turns. 

^ But ye maun gang up wi’ me to the Lodge, Effie,’ said 
Jeanie, * and teU me a^ your story. I hae gude folk there that 
will m^e ye welcome for my sake.’ ^ 

*Na, na, Jeanie,’ replied her sister, sorrowfully; ‘ye hae 
forgotten what I am — a banished outlawed creature, scarce 
escaped the gallows by your being the bauldest and the best 
sister that ever lived. 1 ’ll gae near nane o’ your grand friends, 
even if thero was nae danger to ma’ 

‘Tlmre is nae dai^r — ^ere shaU be nae danger,’ said 
Jeanie, eagerly. ‘ 0, Wbe, dinna be wilfu’: be guided for anes ; 
we will be sae happy a’thegither ! ’ 

‘ I have a’ the happiness I deserve on this side of the grave, 
now that I hae seen you,’ answered Effie ; ‘and whether there 
were danger to mysell or no, naebody shall ever say that I come 
with my cheat-the-gallows &ce to shame my sister amang her 
grand mends.’ 

‘I hae nae grand friends,’ said Jeanie; ‘nae friends but 
what are friends of yours — Reuben Butler and my fother. 0, 
ur^ppy lassie, dinna be dour, and turn your Imck on your 
happiness again ! We wunna see another acquaintance. Come 
hame to us, your ain dearest friends ; it ’s better sheltering 
under an auld hedge than under a new-planted wood.’ 

‘It ’sin vain speaking, Jeanie: I maun drink as I hae brewed. I 
am married, and I maun follow my husband for better for worse.’ 

‘ Married, Effie 1 ’ excWmed Jeanie. ‘ Misfortunate creature I 
and to that awfti’ • 

‘ Hush, hush ! ’ said Effie, clapping one hand on her mouth, 
and pointing to the thicket with the other ; ‘ he is yonder.’ She 
said this in a tone which showed that her husband had found 
means to inspire hex with awe as well as affection. 

At this moment a man issued from the wood. It was youz^ 
Staunton. Even hy the imperfect light of the moon, Jeanie 
could obsi^e that he was handsomely dressed, and had the air 
of a perscm of rank. 
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lie aa^ time is wdlxui^ ^ent; the ddff will 
be a^imd in tbe credk, and I dare not longer. 1 hope 
vour mt&t .wiU allow me to salute her t ’ But Jeanie shrunk 
l^k bom him with a feeling of internal ahhorrmioa ^ Wdl»’ 


f our respect to my secret, when a word — which in your pl^ 
would Mve q)oken at once — would We cost me my life. 
People say you should keep from the wife of your bosom the 
secmt that concerns vour neck : my wife and her sister both 
Imow mine, and I shall not sleep a wink the less sound.' 

* But are you really married to my sister, sir ? ' asked Jeanie, 
in great doubt and anxietj ; for the haughty, carele^ tone in 
which he spoke seemed to justify her worst apprehensions. 

* I really am legally married, and by my own name,' replied 
Btaunton, more mvely. 

‘And your fetner — and your friends — -V 
‘And my fether and my Mends must just reconcile them- 
selves to that which is done and cannot be undone,' replied 
Staunton. ‘ However, it is my intention, in order to break off 
dangerous connexions, and to let my Mends come to their 
temper, to conceal my marriage for the present, and stay abroad 
for some years. So that you will not hear of us for some time, 
if ever you hear of us again at all. It would be dangerous, you 
must m aware, to keep up the correspondence ; for all would 
guess that the husband of Effie was the — what shall I call my- 
self 1 — the slayer of Porteous.' 

‘ Hard-hear^, light man ! ’ thought Jeanie ; ‘ to what a char- 
acter she has entrustel her happiness 1 She bias sown the wind, 
and maun reap the whirlwind,^^ 

‘Binna think ill o' him,’ said Effie, breaking away from her 
husband and leading Jeanie a step or two out of hearing — 
‘ duma mink ill o’ him ; he ’s gude to me, Jeanie — asgude 
as 1 deserve. Amd he is determine to gie up his bad courses. 
Sae, after a’, dinna greet for Effie; she is better off than she 
has wrought for. But you — o^ou ! — how can you be happy 
enough 1 Never ye ^t to Heaven, where a’body is as gude 
as jrourselL Jeanie, if 1 live and thrive ye shall near of me ; 
if not, iust forget that sic a creature ever lived to vex ye. Fa^ 
ye weel — fere — fere ye weel!' 

She tore hersdf from her sister’s arms ; rejoined her husband ; 
th^ plunged into tbe copsewcxxl, and she saw tiiem no more. 
The whole scene had the effect of a vision, and she oouM almost 
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baye bdidved it but that vary soon aft^ Husy t^uitted best 
die heard the sound of oar8» and ’a skiff was seen on the firt^ 
pulling swiftly towards the small smuggling sloop whidi lav in 
the offing. It was on board of such a yessel ^t liffie nad 
embarked at Portobello, and Jeanie had no doubt that the same 
conveyance was destin^ as Staunton had hinted, to laancport 
them to a foroign country.^ 

Although it was im^ssible to determine whether this inter- 
view, while it was passii^, gave more pain or pleasure to Jeanie 
Beans, yet the ultimate impression which remained on her mind 
was decidedly fttvourable. Effie was married — made, according 
to the common phrase, an honest woman ; that was one main 
point. It seemed also as if her husband were about to abandon 
the path of gross vice, in which he had run so long and so 
desperately : that was another ; for his final and effectual 
conversion, ne did not want understanding, and God knew His 
own hour. 

Such were the thoughts with which Jeanie endeavoured 
to console her anxiety respecting her sister’s future fortune. 
On her arrival at the Lodge, She found Ajchibald in some 
anxiety at her stay, and about to walk out in quest of her. A 
headache served as an apology for retiring to rest, in order to 
conceal her visible a^tation of mind fi*om her companions. 

By this secession cusb, she escaped another scene of a different 
sort For, as if there were danger in all gigs, whether by sea or 
land, that of Enockdunder had been run down by another boa^ 
an accident owing chieflyto the drunkenness of me Captain, his 
crew, and passengers. Knockdunder, and two or three guests 
whom he was bringing along with him to finish the conviviality 
of the evening at the Lodge, got a sound ducking ; but, being 
rescued by the crew of the boat which endangered them, there 
was no ultimate loss, excepting that of the Captain’s lac^ hat, 
which greatly to the satis&ction of the Highland pa^ of the 
district, as well as to the improvement of the conformity of his 
own personal appearance, ne replaced by a smart Highland 
bonnet next day. Many were the vehement threats of venge- 
ance which, on the succeeding morning, the gracious Buncan 
threw out against the boat which had upset him ; but as neither 
she nor the small smuggUng vessel to which she belonged was 
any longer to be seen in the firth, he was compelled to sit down 
with the affmnt. Tins was the more hard, Im said, as he was 
assured the mischief was done on purpose, these scoundrdb 
having lurked about after they had land^ evmy drop of brandy 
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and at tea titef Ind oa board; and be oodetatood 

the oouirain had been on sboie making parttodar inqiimes 
ocmoemi^g the time aben. hia boat mus to oioes ofa, aad to 
ntani, and ao forth. 

‘Put tiienmat time th^meet me on the firth,’ said Pnnoao, 
irith great mdeaty, ‘ I irilf teadb the moonlight nmseallkma and 
Tagabonda to keep their ain aide of the roai^ and be tamn’d to 
theml’ 



CHAPTER XLVII 

Lord I who would lire tnrmoiled in a court, 

And may enjoy such quiet walks as these ? 

Shakbpkarb. 

W ITHIN a reasonable time after Butler was safely and 
comfortably settled in his living, and Jeanie had 
taken up her abode at Auohingower with her &ther 
— the nreoise e^^nt of which interval we request each reader 
to setde according to his own sense of what is decent wd 

E r upon the occasion— and after due proclamation of 
i ana all other fomalities, the lonu wooing of this worthy 

S ur was ended by their union in the holy bands of matrimony. 

n this occasion, David Deans stoutly withstood the iniquities 
of pipes, fiddles, and promiscuous dancing, to the great wrath 
of the Obtain of Enockdunder, who said, if he * had guessed it 
was to be sic a tamn’d Quakers’ meeting, he wad hae seen them 
peyont the cairn before he wad hae darkened their doors.’ 

And so much rancour remained on the spirits of the gracious 
Duncan upon this occasion, that various * picqueerings,’ as David 
called them, took place upon the same and similiar topics ; c^d 
it was only in consequence of an accidental visit of the Duke 
to his Loo^ at Ros^eath that they were put a stop to. But 
upon that occasion his Orace showed such peuidcular respect to 
Mr. and Mrs. Butl^, and such &vour even to old David, that 
Enockdunder held it prudent to change his course towar(k tbe 
latter. He in future used to express himself among friends 
conoeming the minister and his irae, as * very worthy decent 
folk, just a little over strict in their notions ; put it was pest 
for thae plack cattle to err on the safe side.’ And respecting 
David^he alfowed that * he was an exceUent judge of nowte and 
sheep, and atsensible eneugh ceurle, an it werena for his tanm’d 
Gmm&aaam nonsense^ whilk it is not worth while of a shentieman 
to knock out of an auld silly head^ either by force <xt reaeon or 
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o&arwise.’ So avoidii^; topics dilute, the perwn- 

flges of our tale livra in giMt tpod habits with tiu gracious 
l^oan, only that he still grierea Dayid’s soul, and set a peril- 
ous example to the ccuigregstion, by sometimes bringing his 
pipe to the church dnrii^ a cold winter day, utd almost amays 
slee^ng during sermon in the snmmer-rima 

Mrs. Butlw, whom we must no longer, we can help it, term 
W the fiuniliu name of Jeanie, broi^ht into ibe married state 
tne same firm mind and afiectionate disporition, the same natural 
and homely good sense, and spirit of useful exertion — - in a word, 
all &e domestio good qualities of which she h^ given proof 
during her maidm lifa She did i^ot indeed rival Butler in 
learning ; but then no woman more devoutly venerated the 
»tent of her husband’s erudition. She did not pretend to 
understand his e^sitions of divinity ; but no minister of the 
presbytery had his humble dinner so well arranged, his clothes 
and unen in equal good order, his fireside so neatly swept, his 
parlour so clean, and his books so well dusted. 

If he talked to Jeanie of what she did not understand — and 
(for the man was mortal, and had been a schoolmaster) he 
sometimes did hdiangue more soholwly and wisely than was 
necessary — she listened in placid silence: and whenever the 
point referred to common life, and was such as came under the 
gram of a strong natural understanding, her views were more 
fondle, and her observations more acute, than his own. In 
acquired politenm of manners, when it hap^ned that she 
mingled a little in society, Mrs. Butler was, oi course, judged 
deficient. But then riie had that obvious wish to oblige, and 
t^t read and natural good-breeding depending on good sense 
and g(x>d-humour, which, joined to a considerable degree of 
archness and liveliness of manner, rmidered her behaviour ac- 
ceptable to dd with whom she was called upon to associate. 
Notwithstanding her strict attention to all domestio affairs, she 
always appeared the clean well-dressed mistress of the house, 
never the sordid household drudge. When complimented on 
rids occasion by Duncan Knock, who swore, 'that he thought 
the firiries must help her, since her house was always dean, wd 
nobody evm: saw anybody sweepi^ it,’ she mod^y replied, 

‘ That mu(h might be dune bv taming ane’s turns.’ 

Duncan relied, ' He heartily widied she could teach that art 
to the husoes at the Lodge, for he could never discover that 
house was washed at a’, except imw and then by Ineaki^ 
his dans over the pad, Cot tamn the jauds I ' 
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Of 1666 ^ matters there is not ooeasion to mimiL It 
may easily be b^eyed that the Duke's <h^9e8e ivas omfidly 
made» and so gradoosly accepted that the offering became 
annu^ Bemembranoes and acknowlecLments of part &yonrs 
were sent to Mrs. Bickerton and Mrs. Ulass, and an amioatiie 
intercourse maintained from time to time with these two re« 
spectable and beneyolent persons. 

It is especially necessa^ to mention that, in the course of 
five years, Mrs. Butler had three children, two boys and a girl 
all stout healthy babes of grace, &ir-hajr^ blue-eyed, and 
strong-limbed, ^e boys were named David and Reub^ an 
order of nomenclature which was much to the satisfriction of 
the old hero of the Covenant, and &e girl, by her mother’s 
sj^al desire, was christened Euphemia, rather contrary to the 
wish both of her fiither and husband, who nevertheless loved 
Mrs. Butler too wel^ and were too much indebted to her for 
their hours of happiness, to withstand any request which she 
made with earnestness, and as a gratification to herself. But 
from some feeling, I know not of what kind, the child was 
never distinguished by the name of Effie, but by the abbrevia- 
tion of Femie, which in Scotland is equally commonly applied 
to persons called Euphemia. 

in this state of quiet and unostentatious eino3rment there 
were, besides the ordinary rubs and ruffles which disturb even 
the most uniform life, two thmgs which particularly chequered 
Mrs. Butler’s happiness. ‘Without these,’ she said to our 
informer, ‘ her life would have been but too happy ; and ^r- 
haps,’ she added, ‘ she had need of some crosses in this world to 
remind her that there was a better to 9ome behind it’ 

The first of these related to certain polemical skirmishes 
betwixt her &ther and her husband, which, notwithstanding 
the mutual reject and affection they entertained for each 
other, and their great love for her ; notwithstanding also their 
general agreement in strictness, and even severity, of Presby- 
terian principle, often threatened unpleasant weather between 
them. David Deans, as our readers must be aware, was suffi- 
ciently opinionative and intractable, and having prevailed on 
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lished church, he felt doubly oblig^ to evmce that, in so doing, 
he had not compromised any wmt of his former profession^ 
either in practice or principle. Now Mr. Butler, doing a 
credit to his &ther-in-law’s motives, was fi^u^tly of opimon 
that it were better to drop out of memory points of divisioii 
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itfid 8^Haticn^ iiid t»«irtiBtiie BUHUkarBtort likely to atimct 
ae^ TiBtte all metaee vko leere eerions k uriigicm. MoreOTer, 
ke wu not {deasad^ ae * man and a adiolar, to be alanye 
dietatod to hk'Onl^toied ktoer-k-law; and as a denQnnea 
he did not thiidE it ^ to Beem £» eyer under the thumb of an 
elder of hie own kirk'Seesion. A proud but honest thought 
oartied his (^position now and thm a little &rtoer than it 
would otherwise have gone. ‘My brethren,’ he said, ‘will 
suppoee 1 am flattering and ocmmhatkg the old man for the 
eeke of hb suooesskm, if I defer and give way to him on every 
ooeaskm ; and, besides, there are many on which I neitoer can 
nor wiU oonsoientioumy yield to his notions. I cannot be 
persecuting old women for witches, or ferreting out matter of 
scandal arnimg the young ones, which might otherwise have 
remained conouled.’ 

From diflerenoe of opmion it happened that, m many 
oases of nicety, such as in owning certain defeotioi^ and foiling 
to testify against oertak baokslidings of the time ; in not always 
eeverdy traeiig forth little matters of scandal and /ama 
eiamota, w^h David called a looseni^ of the reins of discipline ; 
and k foiling to dmnand clear testimonies k other points of 
controversy which had, as it were, drifted to leeward with the 
dhange of lamei^ Butler kcurred the censure of his fother-k- 
law ; and sometimes the disputes betwixt them became eager 
and almost unfriendly. In all such oases Mrs. Butler was a 
mediating spmt, endeavoured, by the alkalke smoothness 
of her own audition, to neutralise the acidity of theological 
oontoovw^. To the oomplakts of both she lent an unpreju- 
diced and attentive ear, and sought always rather to excuse 
than abedktely to defend the other party. 

She nrakded her fother that Buuer nad not 'his experience 
of the aaldtand wiastii^ times, when folk were gifted wi’ a for 
look kto eteniify, to mw up for the oppressions whilk they 
BU&Bed belew in tim& She fredy allowed that many 
^vout. ministers and pg<^8S<M8 k times past had eigoyed 
downriifot levelationj like the Messed Peden, and Lun^e, and 
Oamermv and Benwiifo, and JMm Curd the tinkler, wha en- 
tered ii^ the sem«ts;i^ ESisaheth MMvih Lady Guh^ wha 
prayed k hw bed, surrounded 1^ a great many Christians k a 
ur^ room, k wMb it was plaeed on purpose and tkit finr 
threehours’ time), with wondeiM assistance ; and Lady Bobert- 
land, whilk got ekemeoatgaieB of grace; lemony other k 
timee, past .; and of a s|ieeialfy, Mr. John Smimgeonr, mkieter 
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of Eiiigh(»st, idio^ having a belovad diild skk to dertih of the 
ocewo^ was free to espostolate widi his Makar with sodi 
impatienoe of dinileasiire, and oonmlaining so Mtterijr, that at 
lei^th it was said unto hiin that he waslieard for this thae, 
but that he was requested to use no such boldness m tiaae 
oom^; so that, whoa he returned, he found the ehild utting 
up in the bed hale and foir, with all its wounds dose^ and 
sapping its parritoh, whilk babe he had left at the time of 
deal^ But though these things might be true in these need- 
ful times, she contended that those ministers who had not 
seen such vouchsafed and espwial mercies were to seek thmr 
rule in the records of ancient times ; and therefore Beuben was 
oarefii’ both to search the Scriptures and t^ books wrii^n by 
wise and good men of old ; and sometimes in this way it wad 
happen that twa precious saints might pn’ sundry wise, like 
twa cows riving at the same hay-band’ 

To this David used to reply, with a sigd^ ‘Ah, hinny, tiiou 
keim’st little o’t ; but that saam John Sorimgeour, that blew 
open the gates of Heaven as an it had be^ wi’ a sax-pund 
cannon-baO, used devoutlv to wish that most part of books 
were burnt, except the Bible Beuben ’s a gude lad and a kind 
— I have aye allowed that ; but as to his not allowing inquiry 
anent the scandal of Margery ELittlesides and Bory MaoBand, 
under pretence that they have wuthered sin wi’ marriage, it ’s 
dear agane the Christian disdpline o’ the kirk. And tiien 
there 's Ailie MaoGlure of Deepheugh, that praotises her alxanina- 
tions, spaeing folks’ fortunes wi’ egg-shells, and mutton-banes, 
and dreams and divinations, whilk is a scandal to ony Christian 
land to suffer sic a wretch to live ; and 1 ’ll uphaud that in a’ 
judicatures, civil or eoolesiasticaL’ 

daresay ye are very right, fother,’ was the general style 
of Jennie’s answer ; ‘ but ye maun come down to toe manse to 
your dinner the day. The bits o’ bairns, puir things, are weary- 
ing to see their luckie-dad ; and Benbmi never sleeps wed, nor I 
neither, when you and he hae had ony bit outcast.’^ 

‘ Nae outcast, Jeanie ; God forbid I suld oast out wi’ thee, 
or aught that is dear to thee ! ’ .^d he put on his Sunday’s 
coat and came to the manse accordingly. 

With her husband, Mrs. Butler haa a mote direct oonciUatmT 
process. Beuben had the utmost r«pect for the oM mana 
motives, and affection for his perscm, as wdl as gi^tude for 
his early Mendship ; so that, up<m any such ooeaakm aod- 
dental initatimi, it was only neoMsazy to zemiml him nith 
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i^eac^ of his of his scanty education, strcmg 

irrejudma, and fipdly distresses. The least of th^ i^nsid^- 
lions aiirays inclined Bntler to measures of conciliation, in so 
fiir as he could accede to them without compromising principle ; 
and thus our simple and unpretending herome had the mmt of 
those peacemakers to whom it is pronounced as a benediction 
that they shall inherit the earth. 

The second crook in Mrs. Butler’s lot, to use the language 
of her &ther, was the distressing circumstance that she hsA 
never heard of her sister’s safety, or of the circumstances in 
which she found herself though betwixt four and five years had 
elapsed since they had parted on the beach of the island of 
Boseneath. Frequent intercourse was not to be expected — not 
to be desired, perhaps, in their relative situations ; but Efl&e 
had promised that, if she lived and prospered, her sister should 
hear firom her. She must then be no more, or sunk into some 
abyss of misery, since she had never redeemed her pledge. 
Her silence seemed strange and portentous, and mxijxg from 
Jeanie, who could never forget the early years of their intimacy, 
the most painful anticipation concerning her &te. At length, 
however, the veil was draTO aside. 

One day, as the Captain of Enockdunder had called in at 
the manse, on his return from some business in the Highland 




his special request^ with a mixture of milk, brandy, honey, and 
water, which he said Mrs. Butler compounded ^petterthan ever 
a woman in Scotland ’ — for in all innocent matters she studied 
the taste of every one around her — he said to Butler, * Py the 
py, minister, I have a letter here either for your canny pody of 
a wife or you, which I got when I was last at Glasco ; the 
postage comes to fourpence, which^ you may either pay me 
forthwith, or give me tooble or quits in a hit at packcammon.’ 

The playing at backgcunmon and draughts had been a 
firequent amusement of Mr, Wh^baim, Sutler’s principal, 
when at liberton schooL The minister, therefore, stul piqued 
himself on his skill at both pines, and occasionally practised 
them, as strictly canonical, although David Deans, whose notions 
of every kind were more rigoroua used to shake his head and 
groan grievously when he e^ied the tables lying in the parlour, 
or the children playing with the dice-boxes or backgammon 
men. Indeed^ Mrs. bnuev was sometimes chidden for removing 
these implements of pastime into some closet or comer out (U 
sight. ^Let them be where they axe, Jeanie,’ would Butler 
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fiay upon suck oooasions; am not oonaoious of following this 
or my other trifling relamtion to ihe interruption of my mm 
serious studies and still more serious duties. I will not, there^ 
toiej have it supposed ^t I am indulging bv stedth,^ and 
i^inst my oonscimice, in an amusemmit wnioh, using it so 
little as I do, I may w^ practise openly, and without any ch^k 
of JxmA. Nil conacire aibi^ Jeanie, that is my motto ; which 
signifies, my love, the hone^ and open confidence which a man 
ought to entertain when he is acting openly, and without any 
sense of do^ wrong.* 

Such being Butler’s humour, he accepted the Captain’s 
defiance to a twopenny hit at backgammon, and handed the 
letter to his wife, observing, Hhe post-mark was York, but, if it 
came fix)m her fiiend Mrs. Bickerton, she had considerably im- 
proved her handwriting, which was uncommon at her years.’ 

Leaving the gentlemen to their game, Mrs. Butler went to 
order something for supper, for Captain Duncan had proposed 
kindly to stay the night with them, and then carelessly broke 
open her letter. It was not firom Mrs. Bickerton, an^ after 
glancing over the first few lines, she soon found it necessary to 
retire to her own bedroom, to read the document at leisure. 



CHAPTER XLVIII 


Hap|»y thou art 1 then happy be, 

Not envy me my lot ; 

Thy happy state 1 envy thee, - 
And peaceful cot. 

^ Lady Charlotte Gamfrell. 

T he letter, which Mrs. Butler, when retired into her own 
apartment, perused mth anxious wonder, was certainly 
£rom Effie, although it had no other signature than the 
letter K; and although the orthography, i^le, and penmanship 
were very &r superior not only to anything which Efiie could 
produce, who, though a lively girl, 1^ been a. remarkably careless 
scholar, but even to her more considerate sister’s own powers of 
composition and expression. The manuscript was a &ir Italian 
han^ though sometoing stiff and constrained ; the spelling and 
the diction t^t of a perwn who had been accustomed to read 
good composition, and mix in good society. 

The tenor of &e letter was as follows : — 

‘Mt peabest Sisteb, 

‘At many risks I venture to write to you, to inform you 
that I am still alive, and, as to worldly situation, that I rank 
higher than I could expect or merit. If wealth, and distinction, 
and an honourable rank could make a woman happy, I have 
them all ; but you, Jeanie, whom the world might think placed 
&r beneath me in all these respects, are fiir happier than I am. 
I have had means of hearing of your welfare, my dearest Jeanie, 
from time to time ; 1 think I should have broken my heart 
otherwis& I have learned witii great pleasure of your increasing 
frunily. We have not been worthy of such a blessing; ^o 
in&nts have been successively removed, and we are now diild- 
less — God’s will be done I But if we had a child it would 
perhaps divert him from the gloomy thoughts which make him 
I to himself and others. Yet do not let me fiightoi you, 
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Jeame ; he continues to be Mndt and 1 am &r better off than I 
deserve. You will wonder at my better scholarship } but when 
1 was abroad I had the best teaohersi and 1 woxhed hard 
because my propress pleased hiuL He is kind, Jeanie, only he 
has much to distress him, especially when he looks l^kward. 
W^n I look backward myselt 1 have always a ray of comfort ; 
it is in the generous conduct of a sister who forsook me not 
when I was forsaken by every ona You have had your reward. 
You live happy in the esteem and love of all who know you, 
and I drag on the life of a miserable impostor, indebted for the 
marks^ of regard I receive to a tissue of deceit and lies, which 
the s^htest accident may unravel He has produced me to 
his friends, since the estate opened to him, as the daughter of 
a Scotchman of rank, banished on account of the Viscount of 
Dundee’s wars — that is our Fr’s old friend Clavers, you know 
— and he says 1 was educated in a Scotch convent ; indeed, I 
lived in such a place long enough to enable me to supTOit the 
character. But when a countrvman approaches me, ana bepns 
to talk, as they all do, of the various jEsimilies engaged in 
Dundee’s affair, and to make inquiries into my connexion^ and 
when I see Ats eye bent on mine with such an egression of 
^ony, my terror brings me to the very risk ot detection. 
Good-nature and politeness have hitherto saved me, as they pre- 
vented people from pressing on me with distressing questions. 
But how long — 0 how long will this be the case ! And if I 
bring this disgrace on him, he will hate me ; he will kill me, 
for as much as he loves me ; he is as jealous of his &mily 
honour now as ever he was careless about it I have been in 
England four months, and have often thought of writing to 
you; and yet such are the dangers that might arise from an 
mteroepted letter that I have hitherto forborne. But now I 
am obhged to run the risk Last week I saw your great friend, 
the D. of A He came to my box. and sate hy me ; and some- 
thing in the play put him in mina of you. Gracious Heaven ! 
he told over your whole London journey to all who were in the 
bo:i^ but pa^icularly to the wretched creature who was the 
occasion of it alL If he had known — if he could have con- 
ceived, bemde whom he was sitting^ and to whom the story 
was told ! I suffered with courage, like an Indian at the sta^ 
while they are rending his fibres and boring his eyes, and while 
he smiles implause at each well-imagined conmvanoe of his 
torturers. It was too much for me at last^ Jeanie : I fronted : 
and my agony was imputed partly to the h^t of the place, and 
,rmru-^8t 



m 


THE HEABT OV MIDLOTHIAN 

parify to my «atoeme seonbility; and, braocrito all oto’, I 
raoouiaced aotb opituona anyttoog bnt duoomy ! laiekily 
ke waa not thnra. Bat toa inoidant bas led to more abams. 
1 am to meet yonr mat man oftmi ; and be addom 

aeee me ‘witboat talidng of E and J. D., and R. & and 
D. ae pmona in vbom my amiable seoaibiUtr ia interested. 
My amiable s^Hlity ! 1 ! And them the oraeil tone oi light 
inoiffermioe iritb wbiw persons in the ftahionaUe wenld speak 
together on the most affecting saUeots 1 To hear my guilt, 
my fidly,my atpay, the fdbles and veaknesses of my friei^s, 
evmi yew bmie exertions, Jeanie, m^en of in the didling 
style idiidi is the jneemit t(me in &snionable life ! Scarce aU 
that 1 fimnedy endured is equal to this state of irritation : 
tbmi it was l^ws and stabs ; now it is pricking to death with 
needles and pins. He — 1 mean the B. — goes down next month 
to iqiend the shooting-season in Scotland. He says he makes 
a pomt of always dining one day at the manse ; be on your 
miaid, and do not betray youredC should he mentaon me. 
Yourself-— alas 1 wm ^ve nothing to betray — nothing to fear ; 
ymi, toe pure^ toe virtuous, the heroine of unstained feith, 
unUemished parity, what can yon have to fear iiom toe world 
or its proudM minions 1 It u R whose life is once more in 
your hands ; it is R whom you toe to save from being plucked 
of her borrow^ plumes, disoovered, branded, and trodden down 

first by him, ^haps, who has raised her to this dizey 
pinnada The inmosote will reach yon twice a-year. Bo not 
refuse it ; it is out of my own allowance, and may be twice as 
muto when you want it. With you it may do good ; wito me 
it never ean. 

‘Write to me somi, Jeanie, or I toall remain in the agonis- 
ing ap^tehension toat this has felkn into wrong hands. Ad- 
dnm simply to “ L. S.,” under eover to toe Revered George 
Whitemsa m toe Minster York. He thinks I cmnrespond 
wito some oi my noble JaooMte rdatbns oho are in Sootomd. 
How High Chtmto and Jaoobitioal seal vrould Imzn in his theeks 
if he Imew be was toe ageot, not of Enjhamia S^un, of toe 
honourable bouse oi Wmion, bat dPR B., daughter of a Gam- 
eroniau eow-fiteder ! Jeanie^ I ean laugh yet soradames — but 
God proteot jw feom such mirth. My fetoer — - 1 mean yuiw 
fetoer— would mj it was l^e the hue oraeldiBg of thorns ; 
but the thorns beep toehr poignaaoy, they remain unoonsumed. 
Farew^ my daai^ Jeanie. Bo not snow this even to lib. 
Bauet, modh less to maj one else. I have every respect fat 
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him; bat lus prini^lH ai« over atriet, ood mf omm not 
endme seToie handbag. — I teat yoor nifoetimiate sster, &’ 

In this loim lettw there mu modi to soipiise as well as to 
duhrem Mrs. Batier. l%at^5e — her sister ££^ — dioaldto 
mini^iig freely in sometr, and appsren% on not nneqaal terms 
with the Duke of Argyle, sounara like something so extraor- 
dinary that she ermi doabted if she read tnily. Nor was it 
less marveUons that, in the space of four years, her education 
should have made such progress. Jeanie’s humility readily 
allowed that Effie had alwam, when she <diose it, been smarter 
at her book than she hersdf was ; but then she was very idle, 
and, upon the whole, had made much less profidenoy. Love, or 
fear, or necessity, however, had proved w able schoolmistress, 
and completel^^ supplied aU hor deficiounes. 

What Jeonie least liked in the tone of the letter was a 
smothered degree of egotism. ‘We should have heard little 
about her,’ said Jeanie to herself ‘but that tiie was feared the 
Duke mi^t come to learn wha she was, and a’ about her puir 
friends hare; but Effie, puir thing, aye locks hn ain way, 
and folk that do that think mail o themselves than of their 
neighbours. 1 am no dew about keeping her sQler,’ she added, 
taking u^ £50 note which had fellmi out of the pwer to the 
floor. ‘We faae eneugh, and it looks unco like toenr.boot, or 
httsfa-moi^, as they ca’ it ; she might hae been sure that I wad 
say naething wad harm hmr, for a’ the gowd in Lunnon. And 
I maun tell the minister about it I dinna see that she suld be 
sae feared for her ain bonny bargain o’ a gudeman, and thidi 1 
shouldna reverence Mr. Butler just as much ; and say 1 ’ll e’w 
tell him whmi that tippling body, the Gaptain, has ta’en boat in 
the morning. But 1 wonder at my am state of mind,’ she 
added, turning bock, after die had laade a step or two to the 
doOT to join ^ gentlemen : ‘ surdy I am no sio a fhle as to be 
angry that Effie ’s a btaw lady, while I am only a minister’s wife 1 
and yet I am as petted as a bairn, when I tiionld Mess God, 
that has redeemed her from duune, and poverty, and gnilt, as 
owsr likely she mi^t hae been plunged inta’ 

Sitting down upon a stool at the flxit of the bed, die Added 
her arms open her bosom, saying within herselA ‘ From this 
pkoe will I not rise till I am in a better frame of mind’; and 
so placed, by dint of teari^ the vdl from the motives <n her 
litiM temporary spleen against her aster, she compdled headf 
in he adnoied than, to view as Uessings tiw advaatsfei 
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of her fiistor’s loib, while ita embarrassmei^ were the neeeseary 
conseqnenoes of errors lon^ since oommitted. And thus she 
furly Tanquished the feeling of pique which she naturaUy 
enough entertained at seeing Bffie, so long the o^ec^ of her 
care and her pity, soar sudd^y so high above her in life as to 
reckon amongst the chief objects of her apprehension the risk of 
their rdationship bang discovered. 

When this unwontM burst of amour propre was thoroughly 
subdued, she walked down to the little narlour wh^ Ihe 

S ntlemen were finishing their gam^ ana heard from the 
kptain a confirmation of the news intimated in her letter, that 
the Duke of Ar^le was shortly expected at Roseneath. 

‘He ’ll find plenty of moor-fowls and plack-cockon the moors 
of Auchingower, and he ’ll pe nae doubt for taking a late dinner 
and a ped at the manse, as he has done pefore now.’ 

‘He has a gude righi^ Captain,’ said Jeanie. 

‘Teil ane petter to ony ped in the kintra,’ answered the 
Captain. ‘ And ye had petter tell your &ther, puir body, to get 
his beasts a’ in order, and put his tamn’d Cameronian noi^ense 
out o’ his head for twa or three days, if he can pe so opliging ; 
for &n I speak to Um apout prute pestial, he answers me out 
o’ the Pible, whilk is not using a shentleman weel, unless it be 
a person of your cloth, Mr. Putler.’ 

jN^o one understood better than Jeanie the merit of the soft 
answer which tumeth away wrath ; and she only smiled, and 
ho^d that his Grace would ^d everything that was und^ her 
fiitner’s care to his entire satis&ction. 


But the Captain, who had lost the whole postage of the letter 
at backgammon, was in the pouting mood not unusual to losmrs, 
and which, says the proverb, must he allowed to them. 

‘ And, Master Putler, tho^h you know I never meddle with 
the thin^ of your kirk-sessions, yet I must pe allowed to sav 
that I vw not pe pleased to allow Ailie MacClure of Deepheugh 
to pe poonished as a witch, in respect she only spaes fortunes, 
and does not lame, or plind, or pedevil any persons, or coup 
cad^rs’ carts, or ony sort o£ mischief ; put only teUs people 
good fortunes, as anent our poats killing so many seals and 
aouj^fishes, wnilk is very pleasant to hear.’ 

‘The woimi^’ said Butler, ‘is, I believ^ no witch, but a 
cheat; and it is only on that head that she is summoned to the 
lark-session, to cause her to dasdst in future from practising h^ 
impostures upon ignorant persons.’ 

* 1 do not know/ r^died ike gracious Duncan^ ‘ what hit 
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E iaotices or her postures aie, but I pelieire that if the Mys take 
ould on h^ to dudt her in the daohan pum, it will ne a 
so^ practice; and I pelieve, moreoTer, that if I come in 
thixdsman among you at the ^k-sessions, you will be all in a 
tamn’d pad posture indeed.^ 

Without noticing this threat^ Mr. Butler replied, ‘That he 
hsd not attended to the risk of ill-usage which the poor woman 
might undergo at the hands of the rabble, and that he would 

g Ve her the necessary admonition in private, instead of bringing 
>r before the assembled session.' 

‘This,' Duncan said, ‘was speaking like a reasonable shentle- 
man and so the evening passed peaceably off. 

Next morning, after the Obtain had swallowed his morning 
draught of Athole brose, ana departed in his coach and six, 
Mrs. Butler anew deliberated upon communicating to her 
husband her sister's letter. But she was deterred by the 
recollection that, in doing so, she would unveil to him the 
whole of a dreadful secret, of which, perhaps, his public character 
might render him an unfit depository. Butler already had 
reason to believe that Effie had eloped with that same Robertson 
who had been a leader in the Port^us mob, and who lay under 
sentence of death for the robbery at Kirkcaldy. But he did not 
know his identity with George Staunton, a man of birth and 
fortune, who had now apparently reassumed his natural rank in 
society. Jeanie had respected Stounton's own confession as 
sacred, and upon reflection she considered the letter of her sister 
as equally so, and resolved to mention the contents to no one. 

On reperusing the letter, she could not help observing the 
staggering and unsatisfactory condition of those who have risen 
to distinction by undue paths, and the outworks and bulwarks 
of fiction and mlsehood by which they are under the necessity 
of surrounding and defending their precarious advantages. ^ But 
she was not called upon, she thought, to unveil her sister's 
original history : it would restore no right to any one, for she 
was usurping none ; it would only destroy her happiness, and 
degrade her in the public estimation. Had she been wise, Jeanie 
toouffht she woula have chosen seclusion and priva^, in place 
of puDlic life and gaiety ; but the power of choice might not be 
hers. T^e money, she tnought, could not be returned witiiout 
her seemii^ haughty and unkind. She resolved, therefore, upon 
reconsidering tms pointy to employ it as occasion should serve, 
eitoer in educating her child^n better than her own means 
could omnpass, or for tiieir future portion. Her sister bad 
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ms strong bound to assist Jeanie by any means in 
^ power, and the amngement was so natural and i>ro^^ that 
it ouf^ht not to bedeolmed oat of &stidioas or romantic odioacy. 
Jeame aoooidini^ wrote to her sister, ac^nowled^^ her letter, 
and requesting to hear from her as often as ime could. In 
entering into bar own Htt^ details of news, chiefrjr respecting 
domestm a&iis, she experienced a dbogi^ vacillation of ideas ; 
Ibr sometimes ime apologised for mentioniz^ things unworthy 
the notic^ of a lady of rank, and then recollected that eve^< 
thing which concerned her should be intmsting to Effie. Her 
letter, under tim cover of Mr. Whitero^ she committed to the 
post-office at Glasgow, by the intervention of a parishioner who 
had business at that city. 

The next week brou^t the Duke to Roseneath, and shortly 
afterwards he intimated his intention of sporting in their 
neighbourhood, and taking his bed at &e manse; an honour 
which he had once or twice done to its inmates on former 
occasions. 

Effie proved to be j^rfectly aright in her anticipations. The 
Duke had hardly set himself down at Mrs. Butlers right hand, 
and taken upon Itself the task of carving the excellent ^ barn- 
door chucky,' whicffi h^ been selected as the high dish upon 
this honourable occasion, before he began to speak of L^y 
Staunton of Willingham, in Lincolnshire, and the great noise 
which her wit and beauty made in London. For much of this 
Jeanie was, in some measure, ipepared^ but Effie’s wit! that 
would never have entered into ner imagination, being ignorant 
how exactly raillery in the higher ra^ resembles flippancy 
among their inferiors. 

‘She has been the ruling belle — tihe blazing star — the uni- 
versal toast of the winter,^ said the Duke ; ‘and is really the 
most beautiful creature that was seen at court upon the oirth- 
day/ 

The Nrthdav ! and at court I Jeanie was annihilated, re- 
membmng her own presentation, all its extraordinary 
oiicumstamies, and particularly tiie cause of it 

‘ I mention this lady particularly to you, Mrs. Butler,’ said 
the Duke, ‘ because she has somethii^ in the sound m her 
voice and cast of her oountenanoe that reminded me of you : 
not when you look so pale though; you have over-fi^tigued 
yourself ; you must nledge me in a gl^ of wine.’ 

S^ did so, and hatkac observed, ‘ It was dangerous flattoy 
in his Grace to tell a poor arindstor’s wife that ^ was like a 
oourtrbeauty.’ . 



m 


TfiE nEAMT OP mmtjomiAN 

'Oho>l Mr. Batler,’ said <2ie '1 3 Wti am graimig 
idalouB ; but it ’s lamer too late in the day, for ystt nw# bow 
long I bare adnurad jota wMb. But aetieualf. I&te h balMdzt 
them one of Hiom inezpbeabie Bkenessee wUoa we see is eoun- 
tmianoes that do not othowfoe lesemble eaeh otiier/ 

‘The eoilom port of tiie eomrimwot Imb down oC’ (boai^t 

His wife, foelhm the awkwaotkieBB of sileBoe, foroed hendf 
to say. ‘ Imat ptthaps the lady m^|ht be her eoaat> 3 rwoiiMa, 
and the kuigu^e might make some resemblanoe.’ 

' Yon are quite righ^’ replied the Duke. ‘ %e is a Seotoh- 
WDuum, and speaks with a Scotch accent, and now and then 
a provincial wwd drcps out so prettaly that it is quite Doric, 
Mr. Butler.’ 

‘1 should have thought,’ said the clergynum, ‘that would 
have sounded vulm in Ihe great city.’ 

‘ Not at all,’ replied the Duke ; ‘ yon nnist suppose it is not 
the broad coarse Sootdi that is sj^en in the Cowgate of 
Edinburgh, or in the Oorbals. This ladjr has been very little 
in Sootlrad, in foot She was educated in a convent abroad, 
and speaks that pure oourt-Scotoh which was common in ray 
youngmr days ; but it is sogmuerall^ disused now, thatit sounds 
like a Afferent dialect, distinct from our modem paSofo.’ 

Notwithstandiim her amde^, Jeanie could not help admir- 
ing within herself how the most correct juries of life and 
maimers can be imposed on 1^ their own preconceptions, while 
the Duke proceeded thus : ‘ She is of the unfortunate house of 
Winton, I believe ; but, being Iwed abroad, she had missed the 
opportunity of learning her own pedigree, and was obliged to 
me for mforming her-tiiat she must certainly come of the 
Sc^uns of WindygouL I wish you could have seen how prettify 
^e blu^ed at W own ignorance. Amidst her nome aim 
ele^t mami^ there is now and then a little touch of 
ba^nlness and conventual rustidiy, if I may edl it so, that 
nudces h«r quite enchantmg. You see at once the rose that 
Ittd Moomed untouthedandd the diaste precinctBc^the eleistsr, 
Mr. Butler.’ 

True to the hint, Mr. Batler fruled not to start with his 

‘Ut flosin septisMefetnsBtwititt bwtii^’ etc.; 

while his wifo could hardly persuade herself that all this was 
spoken of Effie Dean& and by so competent a judge as tha 
Puke of Aigyle ; and bad she been acquainted with OatoHus^ 
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ivoold hara lihoiight tiia fi^tones of bar aister had lareiised tibe 
^olepassaae. 

She vaa, however, determined to obtain aome indemnification 
finr uudouB feelinga of the moment, by gaining all the 
intelbgenoe she could; and timrefore vmitared to make aome 
inquiry about the husband of the lady hia Giaoe admired ao 
much. 

‘ He is very rudi,’ replied the Duke ; ' of an ancient &mily, 
and hu good manners ; but he is fitr from being such a genem 
&vourite as his wife. Some people say he can be very pleasant. 
I never saw him so; but should rawer judge 1^ reserved, 
and gloomy, and capricious. He was very wild in his youth, 
they say, and has bad health; yet he is a good-looking man 
enough — a great fnend of your Lord High Commissioner of 
the &k, Mr. Butler.’ 

‘Then he is the fnend of a very worthy and honourable 
nobleman,’ said Butler. 

* Does he admire his lady as much as other people do f ’ said 
Jeanie, in a low voice. 

‘ Who — Sir Geoige t They say he is ve^ fond of her,’ said 
the Duke ; \ but I observe she trembles a little when he fixes 
his eye on her, and that is no good sign. But it is strange 
how I am haunted by this resemblance of yours to Lady 
Staunton, in look and tone of voice. One would almost swear 
you were sisters.’ 

Jeanie’s distress became uncontrollable, and beyond oonoeal- 
menl The Duke of Argyle was much disturbed, good-naturedly 
ascribing it to his having unwittingly recalled to her remem- 
brance her &mily misfortunes. He was too weU-bred to attempt 
to apologise ; but hastened to change the subject, and arrange 
cert^ pointe of dispute which had oocumd betwixt Duncan 
of and Ihe minister,^ acknowledging lhat his worthy 

substitute was sometimes a little too obstinate, as well as too 
energetic, in his executive measurea 

Butler admitted his general merits; but said, 'He 
would presume to apply to the worthy gentleman the wmrds of 
the poet to Harmcinus Asinios, 


« Uaau . . . 

Non bdle nteris in jooo atqne Tino<’ 

The discourse being thus turned on paridi bumness, nothing 
fiuiher occurred that can interest the r^er. 
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Upon m7 head they placed a fruitless crown, 

And pat a barren sceptre in my nripe, 

Thence to be wrench’d by an uufineal hand, 

Ko son of mine succeeding. 

A FTER^ this period, but under the most strict precautions 
against discovery, the sisters corresponded occasionally, 
exchanging letters about twice every vear. Those of 
Lady Staunton spoke of her husband's health and spirits as being 
deplorably uncertain ; her own seemed also to be si^ngj, and one 
of the topics on which she most frequently dwelt was their want of 
family. Sir George Staunton, always violent, had taken some 
aversion at the next heir, whom he suspected of having irritated 
his friends against him during his absence ; and he declared, he 
would bequeath Willingham and all its lands to an hospital, ere 
that fetch-and-carry teU-tale should inherit an acre of it 

‘Had he but a child,’ said the unfortunate wife, ‘or had 
that luckless infant survived, it would be some motive for living 
and for exertion. But Heaven has denied us a blessing which 
we have not deserved.’ 

Such complaints, in varied form, but turning frequently on 
the same topic, filled the letters which passed from the spacious 
but melancholy halls of Willingham to the quiet and happy 
parsonage at Enooktarlitie. Years meanwhile rolled on aimd 
these fruitless repinings. John Duke of Argyle and Greenwich 
died in the year 1743, universally lamented, but by none more 
than by the Butlers, to whom his benevolence had been so dis- 
timniimed. He was succeeded by his brother Duke Archibald, 
with whom they had not the same intimacy ; but who oonrinued 
the protection which his brother had extended towards them. 
This, indeed, became more necessary than ever ; for, after the 
breaidng out and suppression of the rebellion in 1745, the peace 
of the countiy adyaoent to the Highlands was considezaHy 
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4istarl>ed. Mamndas, or men limt had been diiVen to tiiat 
desperate mode of lifa, quartered themselTes in tbe Ihstaiesses 
nearest to^ the Lowlands, which were their scene of plunder ; 
and there is scarce a glen in the romantio and now peaceable 
fiOghlandB of Perth, Idling, smd Dunbartonshire where one or 
more did not take up their residence. 

The prime pest of t]^ pariah of Enoektarlitie was a ^rtain 
Donaoha Dhu na Duns^gfa, or Black Duncan the Mischievous, 
whom we have already casually mentioned. This fellow had 
been origiiuJfy a tmkiff or ‘ eand,’ many of whom i^U about 
these districts; but i^en all p^oe was disorig^s^ by the 
dvil war, he threw up hm profession, aud from half thief became 
whole robber ; and being generally at the head of three or four 
active young fellows, and he himself artful, bold, and well 
acquainted wi& ^e passes, he plied his new professiim with 
emolument to himself and infinite plague to the country. 

AH mre convinced that Duncan of Knock could have put 
down his namesake Donacfaa any morning he had a mind ; for 
there wme in the parish a set of stout yoimg men who had 
joined Argyle's bamrer in the war under his old firiend, and 
behaved very well upon several occasions. And sts for their 
Imuien as no one doubted his courage, it was generally supposed 
that Donacha had found out the mode of oonciliatmg his 
fi»vour^ a thing not very uneoumon in that age and country. 
'Hus was the more readily believed^ as David Deans’s cattle, 
being the property of the Duke, were left untouched, when 
the minister’s cows were curried off by the thieves. Another 
attempt was nmde to renew the same act of rapine, and ^e 
cattle were in the act of being driven off, when Butler, laving 
his pr(^3ssi<m aside in a csMe of sudi necessity, put himself at 
the head of sodm of his neighbours^ and rescued ^e creagh ; 
an ez^it at whiih Deans at^ded m mrson, notwithstanding 
hu extreme old mounted on a Hi^land p<»iy, and girded 
with an eld btoad^or^ Bkening himse^ (for he ^ed not to 
arrogate the whole merit of the expedition; to David the son of 
Jesse^ when he recovered the spoil of Zikfeg from the Amale- 
kites. This sphited behandonr had so fer a good effee^ that 
Donaoha Dhu na Dunaigh kept his distanee tot some time to 
come; imA though hm fistaut exploits were frmuently sppk^ 
of he did not exereiss any dfenredations in that part of the 
ooon^. Be oonfwned to noorish, and to be Imard dt 
oeeaaMsllyj until the year when, i£ the fear of the 
second David had kept nim in che(^ fete rdeased him front 
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that. Z6fi^zaint| for t]^ veneKahle paiariardi of St lieooard’a ms 
that 7 ^ mthmd to his fi^hers^ 

David Deans died fiill of years and of honour* Bb is 
believed, for the exact time of bis birtb is not known, to have 
lived upwards of ninety years ; for be used to speak of events 
as Ming under his own knowled^ which happened about the 
time of the battle of Bothwell Bridge. It was said he 
eyen bore arms there, for onoe, when a drunken Jacobite laird 
wished for a Bothwell Whig, t^t ‘ he might stow the lugs 
out of his head,’ Dayid informea him with a peculiar austerity 
of countenance that, if he lik^ to try such a prai^ there was 
one at his elbow ; and it required the interference of i^tfer to 
preserye the peace. 

He expirea in the arms of his beloved daughter, thankful for 
all the blessings which Providence had vouoh^fed to him while 
in this valley of strife and toi^ and thankful also for the trials 
he had been visited with ; ^ving found them, he said, needM 
to mortify that spiritual pride and confidenoe in bis own gifts 
which was the side on which the wily Enemy did most sorely 
beset him. He prayed in the most affecting maimer for Jeanie, 
her husband, and her femily, and that her affectionate duty to 
‘ riie pair auld man ’ might purchase her len^ of days here and 
happiness hereafter ; then in a pathetic petition, too well under- 
st(^ by those who knew femily circumstances, he besought 
the Shepherd of souls, while gatiiering His flock, not to forget 
the Uttfe one that had strayed from the fold, and even thm 
mi^ht be in the hands of the ravexiing wolf. He prayed for the 
national Jerusalem, that peace might be in her land and ^os- 
perity in her paUoes ; for the welfare of the honourable house 
of Argyle, and for the conversion of Duncan of Enockdund^. 
After this he was silent, being exhaust^ nor did he again utter 
anything distinctly. He was heard, indeed, to mutter some- 

S about natio^ defections, right-hand extrem^ and lefb- 
feUings off ; but, as May H^ily observed, his head was 
‘carried ’ at the time; and it is probable tlmt these expressions 
occurred to him merely cmt of general habit and that be died 
in the foil spirit of chatty with all men. About an hour aft^- 
wards be slept in the Lord 

Notwiths^ding her fether’s advanced a^e, his death was a 
severe diock to Butler. Much of her time had been dedi- 
cated to attending to h|s health and his wishes, and she 
as if part of her rasinessinthe world was ended when the good 
old man was no more. His wealth, which came nearly to 
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AIM 

£i50(^ iit di^NMaible oi^ifai, snred to nise the fortanes of 
^ at the maiue. How to dispoee of this earn for the 
heet advantage of his fomfly mis matter of anxiouB oonsideration 
to Batier. 

‘If we pot it on heritable bond, we shall maybe lose the 
interest; for thpe’s that bond over Lounsbeck’s land, vonr 
fother oonld neither get principal nor interest for it. It we 
Ining it into the fdnd^ we dull maybe lose the principal and 
all, as manjr did in the South ^ mheme. ^ The little estate of 
Grugstura is in the market; it lies within two miles of the 
manse,'' and Knock says his Grace has no thought to buy it. 
But they ask £2500, and they may, for it is worth the money ; 
and were I to borrow the bs^noe, the creditor mi^t call it 
up suddenly, or in case of my death my fondly mi^t be dis- 
tressed.’ 

‘ And so, if we had mair siller, we' might buy that bonny 
pasture-ground, where the grass comes so early t ’ asked Jeanie. 

‘ Gerte^y, my dear ; and Knockdnnder, who is a good judge, 
is strongly advising me to it. To be sure it is his nephew that 
is selling it’ _ 

‘ Aweel, Reuben,’ said Jeanie, ‘ ye maun just look up a text 
in Scripture, as ye did when ye wanted siller before. Just look 
up a t^ in the Bible.’ 

‘ Ah, Jeanie,’ said Butler, laughing and pressing her hand at 
the same time, ‘the best people in these times can only work 
miracles cmoe.’ 

‘We will see,’ said Jeanie, oomTOsedly; and going to the 
closet in vdiich she kept her honey, her sugar, her pots of ielly, 
her vials of the more ordinary medicines, and which served her, 
in short, as a sort of store-room, she jangled vials and gallipots, 
tall, fnmi out the darkest nook, well flanked by a triple row of 
bottles and jars, which she was under the necwsity of displacing, 
she brou^t a cracked brown can, with a piece of leat&r tira 
over the top. Its contents seem^ to be written papers, thrust 
in dismder into this uncommon seerAaire. But from among 
these Jeanie brought an old dasp^ Bible, which had been 
David Degms’s companion in his earlier wanderings, and which 
he had given to his daughter when the foilute of ms eyes had 
compelled Um to use one of a larger print Thk she gave to 
Bntm, who had been looking at her motions with some sur- 
prise, smd desired him to see what tlu|t book could do for him. 
He opened the dasps, and to his astonishment a pared of £50 
bemk-notes dzpppea out from betwixt the leaves, wh^ they 
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had bem sepaiatelj lodged, and flattered ap<»i iike floor. *l 
didna think to hae taold yoa o’ my we^th, Beabm,’ eakt his 
'wife, smilmg at his surprise, *tiU on my deamhed, or mayhe<m 
some &mily pinch ; but it wad be better laid out cm yon hmmy 
grass-holms, than lying useless here in this auld pi^.’ 

‘ How on earth came ye by that siUer, Jeanie t Why, here 
is more than a thousand pounds,’ said Burier, lifting up and 
counting the notes. 

‘If it were ten thousand, it ’s a’ honestly come by,’ said 
Jeanie ; ‘and troth I kenna how muckle there is o’t, but it ’s a’ 
there that ever 1 got. And as for how 1 came by it, Beuben — 
it ’s weel come by and honestly, as I said before, i^d it ’s mair 
folks’ secret than mine, or ye wad hae kend about it lang syne ; 
and as for ony thing els^ I am not free to answer mair questions 
about it, and ye maun just ask me nane.’ 

‘Answer me but one,’ said Butler. ‘Is it all freely and 
indisputably your own property, to di^se of it as you think 
fit 1 Is it possible no one has a daim in so large a sum except 
you 1 ’ , 

‘ It teas mine, fiiee to dispose of it as I like,’ answered Jeanie ; 

‘ and I have diroosed of it already, for now it is yours, Beubem 
Ton ore Bible Butler now, as weel as your forbear, that my puir 
father had sic an iU'-nill at. Only, if ye like, I wad wish Femie 
to get a gude share o’t when we are cane.’ 

‘Gertamly, it shall be as you choose. But who on earth 
eve^itched on such a hiding-place for temporal treasures 1 ’ 

‘ That is just ane o’ my auld-fiipshioned gates, as you ca’ them, 
Beuben. I thought, if Donadia Dhu was to make an outbreak 
upon us, the Bible was fhe^ last thing in the house he wad 
meddle wi’. But an ony nmir siller should drap in, as it is not 
unlikely, I shall e’en pay it ower to you, and ye may lay it out 
your am way.’ 

‘And I positively must not ask you how you have come by 
all this money ? ’ said the clergyman. 

‘Indeed, Reuben, yon must not : for if you were asking me 
very sair I 'wad maybe tell you, and then I am sure I wouM do 
wrong.’ 

‘ But tell me,’ said Butler, ‘ is it anything that distresses your 
own mind 1 ’ 

‘There is baith weal and woe (xxne aye wi’ warld’s gear, 
Beuben ; but ye maun ask me naething mair. This siller lands 
me to naething, and can never be sneered back agmn.’ 

‘Surely,’ said Mr. Butler, when m had again counted 
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^ uumey, as if to aanue hime^ diat die notes were real, 
*11i6n araa nefm man in the vorld had a vife like mine : a 
Ueanng seraos to foUoir her.’ i 

’Never,' said Jeanie, ‘sinoe.dte endtanted jptinoess in the 
bums’ fiury tde^ that earned mid noUes oat o’^the tae si^ of 
her haffit locks and Datoh dollars out o’ the todier. Bat gang 
away now, nunister, and pat by die sUlur, and dinna keep the 
notes wunpishing in your hand that gate, or I shall insh them 
in the brown pigg agaim for fear we get a back-cast about 
thmu: we ’re ower near the hilla in these times to be thought 
to faae siller in die hoose. And, besides, ye maun gree wi’ 
Kn<wkdunder, that has the selli^ o’ the lancls ; and dinna you 
be simple and let him ken o’ this windfe’, but keep him to the 
ve^ l^est penny, as if ye had to borrow siller to make the 
price up.’ 

In the last admonition Jeanie showed distinedy that, al- 
dioagh she did not understimd how to secure the money which 
came into her hands otherwise than W saying and hoarang it, 
yet she had some part of her fether David’s shrewdness, even 
upon worldly subie^ And Reuben Butler was a prudent man, 
and went and did even as his wife had advised him. 

Ihe news quickly went abroad into the parish that the min- 
ister had bought Craigsture; and some wished him joy, and 
some ‘ were sonr it bM gane out of ^e aold name.’ How- 
ever, his clerical brethren, understanding that he was under 
the necessity of going to Edinburgh about the ensuing Whit- 
sunday, to get together David Deuis’s cash to make up the 
purohae^money of his new acquisition, took the opportunity to 
name hira thmr delegate to tJm Genertd Assembly, or Cionvooa- 
tim of the Scottish Church, which takes place usually in the 
latter end of ^ mcmtii of May. 



CHAPTER L 


Bat who is this t whtt tUng of se« m land— 

Female of sex it seems — 

That so bsdedc’d, oniate^ and gay, 

Comss this wqr sailingf 

Hutom. 

N ot long after the incident of the ]Kble and the bank* 
notes, Fortune showed that she oould sni|Hi8e Mrs. 
Butler M well as her husband. The aunistMr, in 
order to accomplish the various pieces of business whidh his 
unwonted visit to Edinburgh rendered necessary, had been 
under the necessity of setting out from Imme in toe latter end 
of the month of February, conduding justly that he would 
find the ^)ace betwixt ms departure and the terra of Whit- 
sunday (24th M{^) short enough for the purpose of bringing 
forward those various debtors of old David Deans out ofwaose 
purses a considerable part of the price cS his new purchase was 
to be made good. 

Jeonie was thus in the unwonted situation of inhabiting a 
lonely bouse, and she felt yet more solitary firom the death of 
the good old rnao, who usM to divide her cares with her hus- 
band ^ Her diild^ w^ her prindpal resource, and to than 
she paid constant altenticHt. 

It happened, a day or two after Bu^'s d^Muture, that, 
while ^ was engagM in some domestic dutiesj she heard a 
dispute among tlm young &Uc, whi^ being maintained with 
obstinacy, appeared to ciul for her interference. came to 
their naturra umpire with their complaints. Fmie, not yet 
ten years old, cl^ged Davie and Eenlne with an attan^ to 
take away her book by fotoe; andDavrd and Beuben i^»d — 
the ddra, ‘That it was not ahookfiMrFanietoieadj’aadBmilwi, 
‘^Hiat it was about a bad wmnan.’ 

‘ Where did you g/Ot the bo^ ye little bempie t ’ said lita. 
BntW. ‘Howdaieyetoudi pa^s boAs when ho is away 1’ 
But the little lady, holding fost a dieet of omafled 
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deolai^ ' It ms oane o’ papa’s bo(^ and IiSaj HetUv had 
ti^oa it off the madde cheese which o^e from luTeiara ; for, 
as was very natural to suppose, a friendly intercourse^ with 
interchange of mutual oiimfitiM, was kept up from time to 
time betwemi Mrs. Dolly Dutton, now Mrs. MaoCorkindede, and 
her former friends. 

Jeanie took the subject of contention out of the child’s hand, 
to satisfy herself of the propriety of her studies ; but how much 
was she struck when she read upon the titie of the broadside 
sheet, ‘ The Last Speech, Confession, and Dying Words of 
Margaret MacCraw, or Murdockson, executed on Harabee Hill, 

near Carlisle, the — day of , 1737.’ It was, indeed, one of 

those papers which Archibald had bought at Lon^wn, when 
he monopolised the pedlar’s stock, which Dolly had thrast into 
her trunk out of sheer eoonom]|r. One or two copies, it seems, 
had remained in her repositories at Inveraiy, till she chanced 
to need^ them in pac^g a cheese, wUch, as a very superior 
production, sent in me way of civil challenge to the dairy 
at Enocktarlitie. 

The title of this paper, so strangely fidlen into the very 
hands from which, in well-meant resect to her feeling it had 
bemi so loi^ detained, was of itself sufficiently starmng ; but 
the narrative itself was so interesting that Jeanie, snaking 
hmself loose from the children, ran upstairs to her own apart- 
ment, and bolted the door, to peruse it without interruption. 

The narrative, which appeared to have been drawn up, or 
at least corrected, by the clergyman who attended this unhappy 
woman, stated the crime for which she suffered to have b^ 
‘her active part in that atrocious robbery and murder, com- 
mitted near two yearn since near Haltwhistle, for which the 
notorious Frank Levitt was committed for trial at Lancaster 
assizeB. It was supposed the evidence of the accomplice, 
Iffiomas Tuck, commonly called Tyburn Tom, upon which the 
woman had bMn convicted, would weigh equally heavy agsunst 
him ; altiiough many were inclined to think it was Tuck him- 
self who had struck the fatal blow, according to the dying 
atatffiuent of M^ Murdockson.’ 

After a circumstantial account of the crime for which she 
suffered, there was a brief sketch of Margaret’s life. It was 
stat.^ ^at she was a Scotchwoman by birth, and married a 
soldier in the Cameronian regiment ; that she form followed 
the camp, and had doubtless acquirm in fields of battia and 
timilar scenes, that fwooify and love ci plunder foruffiiim die 
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iMd been aftonraidt dirtangOMihed ; diwb her liiidMo^ hvm^ 
obtained Ms diaehaiie^beoiime semottonbeaefieedoteigyBtaa 
ci b^ ntmtioa and duoeetar ia Iinodiiahue» and tbat she 
aoqoind tba ecnfideaoe and estaem eS tint honomaUe fimOy. 
She bad lost tiik many vean after ber hnsbaadb deatb, it wtm 
stated, in ooBseoaenoe or oonnivin^i at tbe imgnlaritiee Iwr 
daoj^ter with tbe beir of tbe fiunily, added to Ibe saspkioas 
daotunstanees attanding the birth of a child, which i«as stnngly 
suspected to have met with fool pky, in <»der to preserve, if 
posaU^ the s^l’s r^utatitm. After this, she had led a 
wander^ life both in England and Scotland, under colour 
sometiiBes of tolling fortunes, sometiinm of (hiving a trade 
in smuggled wares, but, in feet, receiving stolen goods, and 
occasionally aotivdy joining in the ea^oits by which they wore 
obtainecL Many of her crii^ she had boasted of after ocm- 
vietioQ, and there was <me circomstanoe for which she seemed 
to feel a mixture of jov and oocaaonal c^puncti<». When 
die was residing in tne suburbs of Ediubnrgh during the 
peceding snmma:, a gid, vdio had been sednoed 1^ one of 
her oon&cteTates, was entrusted to her charge, and in W house 
delivered of a male in&nt Her daughter, whose mind was in 
a state of derangmiMnt ever since we h^ lost her own child, 
aoo(Hrding to the criminal’s account, carried off the poor girl’s 
infent, taking it for her own, of the reality of whose death she 
at times could not be persuaded. 

lifergaret Murdookson stated that she for some time be- 
lieved her daughter had actually destroyed tbe in&nt in her 
mad fits, and ^t she gave the fetiier to understand so, but 
afteswards learned that a female stre^er had got it from her. 
fihe showed some oompunetion at having separated mother imd 
espe<nally as the mother had nearly suffered death, bong 
oondemaed, <m the Scotidi law, for the suppepd murder of her 
in&at When it was asked vtiut possible interest she could 
have had in ezpoaiiig the unfortunate girl to suffer for a crime 
che had not ooinmitted, ^ asl^ if they thought she was 
gouig to put her own daughter into troulw to save another, 
raueoid not know what ^ Sootch law would have deme to ber 
for fluiying t^ dild away. This answer was by no means 
aitis&oto^ to the dogyman, and he diseorered, by dose 
that she had a dew and rpengeful hatm agaiitat 
the young penon v&om aha had thus injni^ But the papm 
in tima tad that^ whatever besides she had commiinicsted upon 
this aul^eet, was confided by her in private to the mnit^ and 

VObvii — S2 
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tereresid aitluieaooii who had bestowed such particular pains 
in i^ording fa^ cpiritnal assiataaoa Hie broiuiside went on 
to intimate that^ after her execution, of which the particulars 
w^ given, her daughter, tite insane person mentioned more 
than once, and who was generally known by the name of Madge 
Wildfire, had been very ill usw by the populace, under the 
belief that she was a sorceress, and an accomplice in her 
mother’s crimes, and had been with difficuliy rescued by the 
prompt interference of the police. 

Such (for we omit moral refiections and all that may seem 
unnecessary to the emlanation of our story) was the tenor 
of the broMside. To Mm Butler it contained intelligence of 
the highest importance, since it seemed to afford the most on- 
eouivocal proof of her sister’s innocence respecting the crime for 
wnich she had so nearly suffered. It is true, neither she nor 
her husband, nor even her fether, had ever believed her capable 
of touching her in&nt with an unkind hand when in possession 
of her reason ; but there W£U3 a darkness on the subject, and 
what might have happened in a moment of insanity was dread- 
ful to think upon. J^ides, whatever was their own conviction, 
thcgr had no means of establishing Effie’s innocence to the world, 
which, according to the tenor of this fugitive publication, was 
now at length completely manifested by the dying confession 
of the person chiefly interested in concealing it. 

After thanking God for a discovery so dear to her feelings, 
Mrs. Butler began to consider what use she should make of it. 
To have shown it to her husband would have been her first 
impulse ; but, besides that he was absent from home, and the 
matter too delicate to be the subject of correspondence by an 
indifferent penwom^ Mrs. Butler recollected ^t he was not 
possessed of the infoimation necessary to form a judgment 
upon the occasion ; and tha^ adhering to the rule whi^ she 
had considered as most advisable, she had best transmit the 
information immediately to her sister, and leave her to adjust 
with her husband the mode in which they should avail them- 
i^ves of it ^ Accordingly, she despatched a special messenger 
to Glaegow with a packet, mdosing the * Confession ’ of Margaret 
Murdockson, addressed, as usual, under cover to Mr. Whiterose 
of York. She eiroectod, with anxiety, an answer; but ncme 
arrived in the usuid course of post, and she was left to imagine 
how many various causes might account fer Lady Staunton’s 
silence, ^le began to be haff sornr that Ehe had par^ with 
the printed paper, both for fear of its having feUmi mto bad 
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bmdfl, and from the desire oi regaining the doeamaiiti which 
might be essential to establish h&t sister^s innooence. She was 
even doubting whether she had not better commit the whole 
matter to her husband’s consideration, when other indidents 
occurred to divert her pmpose. 

' Jeanie (she is a &vourite, and we beg her pardon for s^l 
using the &miliar title) had walked down to the seaside with 
her children one morning after breakfisust, when the boys, whose 
sight was more discriminating tl^ hers, exclaimed, that * &e 

S tain’s coach and six was coming right for the snore, with 
es in it.’ Jeanie instinctively bent her eyes on the approach- 
ing boat, and became soon sensiole that there were two temales 
in the stem, seated beside the gracious Duncan, who acted as 
pilot. It was a point of politeness to walk, to wards the landing- 
place, in order to receive them, es^ially as she saw that the 
Captain of Emockdunder was upon nonour and ceremony. His 
piper was in the bow of the boat, sending forth music, of which 
one half sounded the better that the other was drowned by the 
waves and the breeze. Moreover, he himself had his brigadier 
wig newly frizzed, his bonnet (he had abjured the cocked hat) 
decorated with St George’s red cross, his uniform mounted as 
a captain of inilitia, the Duke’s flag with the boar’s head dis- 
played, — all intimated parade and gala. 

As Mrs. Butler approached the landing-place, she observed 
the Captain hand the ladies ashore with marl^ of great attention, 
and the parties advanced towards her, the Captoin a few steps 
before the two ladies, of whom the taller ana elder leaned on 
the shoulder of the other, who seemed to be an attendant or 
servant. 

As they met, Duncan, in his best, most important, and 
de^st tone of Highland civility, * pegged leave to intr^uce 
to Mrs. Putler, Lady — eh — eh — I nae forgotten your leddy- 
ship’s name ! ’ 

* Never mind my name, sir,’ said the lady ; ‘ I trust Mrs. 

Butler will be at no loss. The Duke’s letter And, as she 

observed Mrs. Butler look confused, she said again to Duncan, 
something sharply, ^Did you not send the letter last night, 
sirl’ 

‘ In troth and I didna, and I oraye your leddyship’s pardon ; 
but you see, matam, I thought it would do as weef to-tay, 
pecause Mrs. Putler is never taen out o’ sorts — never ; and the 
coach was out fishing ; and the gig was gane to Greenock for 
a cag of pmndy ; and Put here ’s his Grace’s letter/ 
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‘Qive it BMv Baid tbe hdy, takiag it <wtof his band; 
*siiioe jon ham not found it oonTenmt to do me the fovmir to 
send it before m& I inll deliTer it 

Mm Batler loosed vith gnat attenticn, and a oertain daMoas 
feeing of deep interest, on the kdy who thus espreased hmself 
with anthtnity over the man of anthority, and to whose man- 
dates he seen^ to submit^ resigni^ the letter with a ‘Just as 
yoor leddmhip is pleased to ^er it’ 

The lady was rather above the middle sue, beantifdlly ni^e, 
though something mboi^point, with a hand and am exq^uisitely 
formed. Her manner was easy, dignified, and commanding, and 
seemed to evince high birth and the habits of elevated society. 
She wore a travelling dress, a grey beaver hat, and a veil of 
Flandmrs lace. Two footmen, in rich liveries, who got out of 
the barge, and lift^ out a trunk and portmanteau, appeared 
to belong to her suite. 

*As you did not receive the letter, madam, which should 
have served for my introduction — for I presume you are Mrs. 
Butler — I will not present it to you till you are so good as to 
admit me into your house without it.’ 

pe sor^ matam,’ said Knookdunder, *ye canna doubt 
Mrs. Putler will do that. Mrs. Putler, this is Lady — Lady — . 
these tamn’d Southern names rin out o’ my head like a stane 
trowUng downhill — put I believe she is a Scottish w<»^ nom 
— the mair our oreoit; and I presume her leddysh^ is ot the 
house of ’ 

‘The Duke of Ar^le knows my fiunily very well, sir,’ said 
the lady, in a tone imich seemed designed to silence Duncan, 
or, at any rate, which had that effect completely. 

There was something about the wluM of this stranger’s 
address, and tone, and manner which acted upon Jeanie’s foel- 
ings like the illusions of a dre^ that teaas ns with a punli]^ 
approach to reality. Something there was of her sister in 
the gait and manner of the stranger, as wdl as in the sound of 
her vofoe, and s<HaetiuBg also, wb^ lifia^ her vei^ die showed 
foatures to which, dianged as they yrem in eiqireasion and eom- 
{donon, she could not but attach nmy remembrances. 

The stranger was turned of thirty certainly; but so well 
w»e her personal charms assisted the power oi dress and 
ami^mnaBt of ornament, that she might well have passed for 
one-aad-twenty. And her bdiaviour was so steaify and so 
composed, that as often as Mis. Butler po^ved anew aome 
point of reaemblsDOB to her unfortunate dster, ao oAan the 
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sofltuiied a^^ottUMnd and absidate oomixmia of the strai^ 
dartrofed tiie idaw whioh hegan to erise m bar imagineitiop. 

ted «aj ailradjr toiraiw the meiin^ test in a oonfosim 
ai lefieettona, and trastuig the letter with ahioh die «u to be 
there entnutM would aff(m her aatisftotoiy explanation of what 
was a most putding and ^battaesing aoene. 

Hie lady maintained in the meanwhile the manners of a 
strangw ni rank She admired the Tarions points of view like 
one who has studied nature and the best representations of 
art At length she tixA notice of the children. 

‘These are two fine young mountaineers. Yours, madam, 
I wesr^ t ‘ ^ 

J^eanie relied in the afihrmatiya The stranmr nghed, and 
m^^ied once more as they were presented to her % name. 

‘ Come here, Femie,’ said Mrs. Butier, ‘ and hold your head 
up.’ 

‘ What is your daughter’s name, madam f ’ said the lady. 

‘Euphmnia, madam,^ answm^d Mrs. Butter. 

*1 thought the ordinary Scottish contraotion of the name 
had been Effie^’ replied the stranger, in a tone whioh went to 
Jeanie’s heart ; for in tiiat single word ^ere was more of her 
sister — more of long syne ideas — than in all the reminiscences 
whioh her own heart had anticipated, or the features and manner 
of the stranger had suggested. 

When they reached the manse, the lady gave Mrs. Butler 
the letter which the had taken out of Ihe htuids of Knock- 
dander ; and as she gave it she pressed her hand, adding aloud, 

‘ Perhaps, madam, you will have the goodness to get me a little 
milk’ 

‘ And me a drap of the giey-peard, if ]mu please, Mrs. Putter,’ 
added Duncan. 

Mrs. Butier withdrew; but, deputing to May Hettly and to 
David the supply of the strax^m^^ wants, she hastened into her 
own room to read the letter. The mivelope was addressed in 
the Duke of Argyle’s hand, and requested Mra Butler’s atten- 
tiwB and (dviliW ti) a lady of rank, a particular firiend of his 
late brother, La^ Staunton of Willingoam, who, being recom- 
mended to drink goats’ whey by the phyEucians, was to honour 
the Lodge at Boseneath witii Imr remdenee, while her husband 
made a short tour in Scotland. But within the same cover, 
itiiieb had bemi given to Lady Staunton unsealed, was a letter 
fiKun that lady, intended to prepare her sister for meeting her, 
and but ios the Gaptaia’s uegligeDoe, she ought to have 
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reodiTdd on the preodding eveaimg. ^ It stated tiiat tbe news 
in Jeanie’s last letter had been so interesting to her husband, 
tlyit he was determined to inquire fiurther into the confession 
made at Carlisle, and the &t6 of that poor innocent, and that, 
as he had been in some degree successful, she h^ by the 
most earnest entreaties, extorted rather than obti^ed his |^r> 
mission, under promise of observing the most strict inco^to, 
to spend a week or two wi^ her sister, or in her neignbour- 
hooo, while he was prosecuting researches, to which (though it 
appeared to her very vainly) ne seemed to attach some hopes 
of succei^ 

There was a postscript, desiring that Jeanie would trust to 
Lady S. the management of their intercourse, and be content 
with assenting to what she should propose. After reading 
and again reading the letter, Mrs. Butler hurried downstairs, 
divide betwixt the fear of betrajdng her secret and the desire 
to throw herself upon her sister's neck. Effie received her with 
a glance at once affectionate and cautionary, and immediately 
proceeded to speak. 

‘ I have been telling Mr, , Captain , this gentleman, 

Mrs. Butler, that if you could accommodate me with an apart- 
ment in your house, and a place for Ellis to sleep, and for the 
two men, it would suit me better than the Lodge, which his 
Grace has so kindly placed at my disposal. I am advised I 
should reside as near where the goats feed as possible.' 

* I have peen assuring leady, Mrs. Pufler,’ said Dunca^ 
*that, though it could not discommode you to receive any of his 
Grace's visitors or mine, yet she had mooch petter stay at the 
Lodge ; and for the gai^ the creatures can be fetched there, 
in respect it is mair fitting they suld wait upon her leddyship, 
&an ime upon the like of tnem.’ 

*By no means derange the goats for me,' said Lady Staunton ; 
am cer^n the milk must be much better here.' And this 
^e said with languid negligence, as one whose slightest intima- 
tion of humour is to bear down all argument 
Mrs. Butler hastened to intimate that her house, such as it 
was, was heartily at the disposal of Lady Staunton ; but the 
Captain continued to remonitrate. 

‘The Duke,' he said, ‘had written ' 

‘ I will setde all that with his Grace * 

‘And there were the things had been sent down &ae 
Glasco — ' 

‘Anything necessary might be s^ over to the parsonage^ 
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E9>e would beg the &Toitf of Mrs. Batler to show hnr en efwatt- 
meaty and of the Captain to have her tnmks, eta, soit o?er 
from Boseneath.’ 


So she oourtesied off poor Donoai^ who departed, sa]ring in his 
secret soul, ‘ Got tamn her English impudence ! She takes pos- 
session of the minister’s house as an it were her oin ; and qyeaks 
to shentlemens as if they were pounden servants, an’ pe tamn’d 
to her ! And there ’s the deer that was shot too ; but we will 


send it ower to the manse, whilk will pe put civil, seeing I hae 
Drought worthy Mrs. Putler sic a fliskinahoy.’ And with tiiese 
kind intentions, he went to the shore to give his orders ac- 
cordingly. 


In the meantime, the meeting of the sisters was as affection- 
ate as it was extraordinary, and each evinced her feelings in 
the way proper to her character. Jennie wra so much overcome 
by wonder, and even by aw^ that her feelings were deep, stun- 
ning, and almost overpowering. Effie, on the other hand^ wept 
laughed, sobbed, screamed, and clapped her hands for joy, au 
in we space of five minutes, giving way at once, and wiwout 
reserve, to a natural excessive vivMity of temper, which no one, 
however, knew better how to restrain under the rules of artificial 
breeding. 

After an hour had passed like a moment in their expressions 
of mutual affection. Lady Staunton observed the Captain walk- 
ing with impatient steps below the window. ‘ Tlmt tiresome 
Highland fool has returned upon our hands,’ she said. ‘ I will 
pray him to grace us with his absence.’ 

‘ Hout no ! hout no 1 ’ said Mrs. Butler, in a tone of mitzeaty ; 
‘ ye maunna affront the Cwtain.’ 

‘Affront! ’ said Lady Staunton: ‘nobody is ever affronted 
at what I do or say, my dear. However, I will endure him, 
since you &ink it proper.’ 

The Captain was accordingly graciously ^uest^ by Lady 
Staunton to remain during dinner. During this visit his 
studious and punctilious complaisuioe towards the lady of rank 
was happily contrasted by the cavalier air of civil fittniliarity 
in vdiiim he indulged towards ihe minister’s wifa 

‘ I have not been able to persuade Mrs. BuHer,’ said Lady 
Staunton to Ike Oiptain, during the interval when Jeanie had 
le^ the parlour, ‘to let me te^ of mah^ any recompmse 
for stormmg her house, and garrisoning it in the way 1 have 
^kma’ 

‘ Doubtless, matam,’ said the Captain, ‘ it wad ill peeome 
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Jin. VmGaf, inbft it a ruf dasent podf, to txaieb aav soc3i 
abam to a ladfirho^ oomeo from. OT faoaM^ m lus waoa’a^ 
«bi<m is 1^6 same thing. And, ^ealdng of asamoa^in tha 
Tear fexty-five I was iritb a gamsoa os tae uty of my 
lads in die honsa of Inrargaciyt ediilk bad near been on* 
hazily, for——’ 

‘ I ooff yoor paidon, w. Bat I nidi 1 omdd tiiiak of soma 
way d indemnifying ibis jpoi lady.' 

* 0, no need oi iatemmfying at all ; im ttoabla for her *— 
Both^ at all So^ ^ honse of laveigainy, and 

the pe^ie about it b«i^ unaumy, I doubted tin want, 
and ’ 


‘i>o yon hi 4 >pen to know, sir,’ and Lady Stannton, *if any 
oi these two lads—^these young Batten^ 1 mann — iww any 
tom for the army f ’ 

‘Could not aaa, mdded, my leddy,’ rallied ^ocbdondor. 
‘So, 1 knowing the people to pe nm^anoy, and imt to iippen 
t(v and heui^ a pioroen in the wood, 1 pe^ to pid my bids 
look to thmr mnta, and then ~ ’ 

‘ F<n',’ said Lady Staunton, wiib iba most mthkas disregard 
to the nazratiTe watdh she niangled by theae inteimptions, ‘ if 
that should he the case, it should cost Sir Geo^e but 4be 
addng a pair of colours for one of them at the War Offioei 
sinoe we nave idways supported govanunent, and nerer had 
oooauon to trouble ministen.’ 

‘And if you pleaae^ my leddy,’ said Dunoan, who began to 
iSnd some savour in this prmoeaL ‘ as 1 baa a braw weal-grown 
lad of a nevoy, oa’d Dunoan MacOilligan, that is as pwaa paith 
the Futler paims pntten thegither, Sir George oom ask a 
pair for him at the same time, and it wad pa put ae addng 
fot a’.’ 

Lady Staunton only answered this hint with a wdl-bied 
8tBr% which gave no sort of enoourageinent 
Jeanie, who now returned, 'warn lost ia aaMsement at the 
wmsderfol difference betwixt the h^pkaa end despairing girl 
whom she had se^ atretdied on a flodc-hed in a dnngeim, 
expecting a violent and diagraoeM daatb, and laat as a 
exue t^on the midnisdit baaifo, '^h the 4egant, well-lved, 
haantiw woman before her. The features^ now that her aister’a 
vail wna laid asida, did not appear ao extremely diffamit ae the 
whole manner, ezpreasiim, lo^ and faearmg. Li ontaode afaow, 
Lady Staunton seemed completely a creature too soft and fobr 
for eattow to have toaohed ; so mnoh aoeostomed to have aU 
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har niima oomplied intA bj thoM «rMmd bar, ibat jdte 
to e^eot she should evoi he saved the trouble of foncffiog 
them j and so totailj uaaeqnaiQted iritb eoatoadietion, that 
she did not even use the tone of sdf-vill, sums to breathe a 
wish was to have it fulfilled. She made no ceremony of ridding 
hen^ of Duncan as soon as the evening appimdied; hot 
(M^ldimented him out of the house, under pretext of &tigtte, 
with the utmost nondialanoe. 

When they were alone, her sister could not help emressing 
her wonder at the self-possession with which Inidy Staunton 
sustained her part. 

‘1 daresay you are surprised at it,’ said Lady Staunton, 
composedly; ‘for you, my dear Jeanie, have been truth itself 
from your cradle upwards : but you must remember that I am 
a liar of fifteen years’ standing, and therefore must by this time 
be used to my oharaoter.’ 

In fiwt, during the feverish tumult of feelings excited during 
the two ot riitee first days, Mrs. Butler thought her sister’s 
nu^er was completely contradictory of the desponding tone 
which pervaded her ccntespondenoe. She was moved to tears, 
indeed, by t^ sight of her &^r’s grave, marked by a modest 
stone, record^ us piety and integrity i but lighter impressions 
and asaociatioiis had sdso power over her. She amused herself 
with vistting the dairy, in which she had so long bemi assistant^ 
and was so near discovering herself to May Hettly, by betray- 
ing her acquaintanoe with the oelelnatea reoript for Donley 
cheese^ that she compered herself to Bedreddin Hassan, whem 
the virier, his &ther-in-law, discovered by hie suMriative skill 
in ooDiqMning cream-tarts with pq^r in them. But when the 
novelty of such avocations oeasw to mnuse her, she showed to 
her sistar but too plainly that the gaudy ooburing with which 
rim veibd her unnajppiDess affords as littb real comfort as 
tke gay unifinm of the soldier when it is drawn oyer his 
mortu wound. There were moods and moments in which bet 
despendenoe seemed to exceed even that which she hersrif had 
desorrbad in hmr letters, and which too wril convinced Iks. 
Butler how little her aster’s lo^ which in a^ieatanoe was so 
biilfiant, was in reality to be envied. 

ISmts was one soaroek however, fiwm which Lady Staunton 
derived a ntre dagiee of pkauKoe. Qifted in every pariamikr 
withahkiwAagmof knginatm than that of her rister, she 
was an ammicer of the beanriee of nature^ a taste whuh com- 
pensates amity evils to those who happen to eiycty it. Qeie 
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her duue^er ti a fine hufy stepped short; whexe die iraght to 
have 

Screim*d at ilk al«Qgh» and acraack’d at Oka how, 

At loud at the had ta<m the woiriaoow. 

On the contrary, with the two boys for her ^des, she under- 
todL long and &tigaing walks amons tiie n^hbouring moun- 
tuns, to visit glens, Iwes, water&lls, or whatever scenes of 
natural wonder or beauty lay concealed among their recesses. 
It is Wordsworth, 1 think, who, talking of an old man under 
di£Gu>ulties, remarks, with a singular attention to nature, 

» 

Whether it was care that sparred him, 

God only knows ; bat to the yery last, 

He had the lightest foot in Snnerdale. 

In the sme manner, languid, listless, and unhappy within 
doors, at times even indicating something which approached 
near to contempt of the homely accommodations of her sister’s 
house, although she instantly endeavoured, by a thousand kind- 
nesses, to atone for such ebullitions of spleen, Lady Staunton 
appeared to feel interest and energy while in the o]^n air, and 
traversing the mountain landscape in society with the two 
boys, whose ears she delighted with stories of what she had 
seen in other countries, and what she bad to show them at 
Willingham Manor. And they, on the other hand, exerted 
themsmves in doii^ the honours of Dunbartonshire to the lady 
who seemed so kind, insomuch that there w^ scarce a glen in 
the neighbouring hills to which they ^d not introduce her. 

Upon one of these excursions, while Reuben was otherwise 
employed, David alone acted as Lady Staunton’s guide, and 
promii^ to show her a cascade in the hills, grander and Wher 
than any they had yet visited. It was a walk of five long 
miles, and over rough ground, varied, however, and cheered, by 
mountain viewa and peeps now of the firth and its islands, 
now of distant lakes, now of rocks and precipices. The scene 
itsel:^ too, when they reached it^ amply lewaided the labour of 
the w%lk. A single shoot carried a considerable stream over 
the of a bla^ rock which contrasted strongly in colour 
with the white foam of the cascade, and, at the depm of about 
tw^ty feet, another rock interoq^ted the view of the bottom 
of the fidL The water, wheeling out &t beneath, swept round 
the crag, which thus funded th^ view, and tumbled down 
the roo% ^en in a torrent of foam. Those who love nature 
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always dasiie to mnetrate into its ntmost reoesses, and Lady 
Staunton asked I^vid whether there was not some mode of 
gaining a view of the abyss at the foot of the ML He said 
that he knew a station on a shelf on tiie further side oi the 


intercepting rook, from which the whole water&U was visiUe, 
but that the road to it was steep and slippery and dangerous* 
Bent, however, on gratifying her curiosity, she desired him to 
lead the way ; and accordingly he did so over crag and ston^ 
anxiously pointing out to ner the resting-places vrh&ne she 
ought to step, for their mode of advancing soon ceased to be 
walking, and became scrambliim. 


In this manner, clinging like sea-birds to the &ce of the 
rock, they were enabled at length to turn round it, and came 
full in front of the &11, which here had a most tremendous 


aspect, boiling, roaring, and thundering with unceasing din 
into a black cauldron, a hundred feet at least below them, 
which resembled the crater of a volcano. The noise, the dash- 
ing of the waters, which gave an unsteady appearance to all 
around them, the trembli^ even of the huge crag on which 
they stood, the precariousness of their footing, for there was 
scarce room for them to stand on the shelf of rock which they 
had thus attained, had so powerful an effect on the senses and 
imagination of Lady Staunton, that she called out to David she 
was &lling, and would in fret have dropped from the crag had 
he not caught hold of her. The boy was bold and stout of his 
age ; still he was but fourteen years old, and as his assistance 
gave no confidence to Lady Staunton, she felt her situation 
Become really perilous. The chance was that^ in the appalling 
novelty of the circumstances, he might have caught the mfection 
of her panic, in which case it is likely that both must have 
perished. She now screamed with terror, though without hope 
of dJling any one to her assistance. To her amazement, tne 
scream was answered by a whistle firom above, of a tone so 
clear and shrill that it was heard even amid the noise of the 


water&lL 

In this moment of terror and perplexity, a human free, black 
and luiving gr^ed hair hanging down over the forehead and 
cheeks, and mixing with musta^es and a beard of the same 
colour, and as mu^ matted and tangled, looked down on them 
from a broken mrt of the rock above. 

*It is The J^emyl’ said the boy, who had very neaiiy 
become incapable of supporting Ladv Staunton. 

^No, no,’ she exclaim^, inaccessible to supernatural terrors,^ 



tm 


CTS smm OP MillLOTHIAN 


Md raptorad to ths piweno «f miad of vfayi ahe bad bees 
di^Tod b)r tbedaogarofMr eitotowB, ‘itiaa omb. For Ood’s 
■MO, iiv fiicnd, «» ! ’ 

Uto ittoo idoiM id thon, bat oudo no aaaw; ia a oeocoid 
or im aAervniddb onotoozi thto of* yoniv lad, tmpeazed be- 
stdo to* fintk o^oa^ avart Mid be^^riffled, bat han^ taa^^ 
Uaolc tiair dMoendinc ia «lf lo<d(8, widoh garo aa air (d wild- 
new told Kioeity to the idtole aspreawA of the coontoBaoce. 
Lady flta wnto a repeated her esteeatioa cliaaiag to the roch 
oitb laore «no^, m aha too&d that, from the aapemtitioas 
tenor of her guide, he became iBoa^afale of aappcrtiiig hmr. 
Her woida were profaeUy drowned in the roar m the miling 
atream, for, thoogo ahe obamred the lipa of the youngor being 
whom ahe aiqgdtcated more aa he sp<m in r^^, not a 
reached bar ear. 

A moneat afterwards it apjpear^ he had not mistaken the 
natoie of her su^dicatum, which, indeed, was easy to be undar- 
atood from horeituatienmtd gestarea. The younger apfiaiituHi 
dwappemed, and immediately after lowered a laddw of twiated 
oaierai about e^ht fret in length, mid made aigns to David to 
hold it fret wtole the lady ascended. Despair gives courage, 
and finding heraelf in this featftil predioament^ LmIt Staunton 
did not hesitate to tiek dm ascent by the preoanous 
winch this aceossmodation afforded ; and, catefrUy assisted by 
the penon who had thus iwovidentii^y come to her au^ she 
reached the sommit in safi^. She did not, however, even look 
around her nntal ahe saw her n^ew lightly and actively follow 
hw eaofftdft idtheogh there wee now no one to hold the ladder 
frsl When ahe saw him aafr she locdmd round, and ooold not 
bel^ aheddeaing at the {fiaee and company in which she found 
heitolL 

Th^ wwe on a sort of ptatfimn of roch, aurronnded on ev^ 
atoe^precgdom, or overhanging cdiffs, and winch itwoddhave 
b^ aoaroe poaaihle for mty remarch to have disoove^ as it 
did not seem to be commanded by any accessible positimt It 
was pai% cKHwad by a huge fira^eift of stooe, wt^K having 
fidJen firem the ^ifis above, had been interemted by others in 
its desoentt and jammed so at to serve for a alophig roof to the 
further perfiof the broad ahelf or idtofotia on wmch toey stboci 
A quantity of withered moss ancf leavea, strewed beneath t^ 
rude and; wretohed a^tm; ahovred the kits <^thw could not 
be termed tim beda-^of th^ who dwelt in thk eyne^ for it de- 
served neetiMraMM. Ofthssa tom wen be^meLMy Staunton. 
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Od«, dte nme who had aibided saeh tui^ aaairtiiiiB^ stood 
upright heSm thorn, a tall, lathy, yonqg saraija; us ureas a 
tattered pbid and {diilahag^ no uo^ no stoofcwft no hat or 
IxKtiiet, toe daee of toe last being sap^lied by huoair, twisted 
and Budtedliko the fflUA of toe aiMnent wild Irish, and, &k» 
toeirs, forsoinff a nati^ tokkset^ stout eaoui^ to b^ qo toe 
(«t of a sword. Tet the ey«B of the lad were keen and spar- 
kling : his gesture free and noble, like that of all savagea He 
todc little notice of David Butler, but gased with wonder on 
Lady Staunton, as a being difiWent probaUiy in dress, and 
superior in beauty, to anything he bad ever l^eld. Tbe old 
mux whose &oe toey had first seen remained recumbent in toe 
same posture as when he had first looked down on thun, onlv 
his fiiM was turned towards them as he lay and looked up wito 
a lasj^ and listless apathy, which belied the general exqxresrion 
of his dark and rugged features. He seemed a very tw man, 
but was scarce better clad than the younger. He had onaloose 
Lowland greatcoat, and ragged tartan trews or pwtaloona 

AH around looked sincnuarly wild and nniwopitiooa Beneath 
the brow of the ineumMnt rook was a chareoal fire, on which 
there was a still working, 'mth bellows, pinoeis, hammers, a 
movable anvil, and other smiths’ took ; three guns, wito two 
or three satos and barrels, were dispotod the wall of 

rock, under shelter of the supeiinoumbent <wag ; a dirk and 
two swords, and a Loehabw aaoe, lay scattered around the fire, 
of which the red glare cast a ruddy tinge on the precipitous foam 
and mist of the caseada The umI, when he had satisfied ^ 
curiosity with staring at Lady Staunton, fetched an earthen jar 
and a horn cup, mto which he poured sonm roirits, awarentiy 
hot fium the still and offered them successively to the iMj and 
to toe boy. Both declined, and the young savage quaffM off 
the draught, whito ooukl not amount to less than three ordinary 
idassee. He then fetched anotiier laddu from the cwner oi the 
cavern, if it could be tenasd so, adjusted it against toe trans- 
verse rodk, which served as a roo( and made aigns fiur the lady 
to asoisnd it, while he h^d it &8t below. She tod sa and found 
herself on toe top of a broad roc^ near the brink of tha chasm 
into wfaiito the bso<to preeimtetos itself. She could see the crret 
of toe torrent finng loose down t^ rook, like the mane airild 
ho^ but without having any view of the loww platoma frfom 
which toe had asoeuded. 

David was not suffered to mount so eari^; the lad, from 
q;)ort or love of misohie^ shook the ladder a good deal ta be 
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* aaoetided, and seemed to ecioj tim temsr of young Butler; so 
timt^ wiien they had both come im, tiiey lodged on each other 
mUx no firimidly eyes. Neithm*. however, spoke. The young 
osdxd, or tinker, or gipsy, with a good deal of attention, asdi^iM 
Lady Staunton up a very perilous ascent which she had still to 
encounter, and they were followed hy David Butler, until all 
three stood dear of the ravine on the side of a mountain, whose 
sides were covered with heather and sheets of loose shingle. 
So imrrow was the chasm out of which they ascended, t&t^ 
unless when they were on the very verge, the eye passed to the 
other side without perceiving the existence of a rent so fearful, 
and nothing was seen of the cataract, though its deep hoarse 
voice was still heard. 

Lady Staunton, fireed from the danger of rock and river, had 
now a new subject of anxiety. Her two guides confronted each 
other with angry countenances ; for David, though younger by 
two years at least, and much shorter, was a stout, well-set^ and 
very bold boy. 

‘You are the black-coat’s son of Knocls^litie,’ said the 
young caird ; ‘ if you come here again, I ’ll pitch you down the 
linn like a foot-bau.’ 

‘Ay, lad, ye are very short to be ^ lang,’ retorted young 
Butler, undauntedly, and measuri^ his opponent’s height with 
an undismayed eya ‘I am thinking you are a gillie of Black 
Donacha : if you come down the glen, we ’ll shoot you like a 
wild buck.’ 

‘You may tell your fether,’ said the lad, ‘that the leaf on 
the timber is the last he shall see ; we will hae amends for the 
mischief he has done to us.’ 

‘ I hope he will live to see mony simmers, and do ye muckle 
mair,’ answered David. 

More might have pa^ed, but Lady Staunton stepped l^tween 
them with her purse in her l^d, and, taking out a guinea, of 
which it contained several, visible through the network, as well 
as some silver in the opposite end, offered it to the caiid. 

‘The white siller, lady — the white siller,’ said the young 
savage^ to idiom the value of gold was probably unknown. 

Luy Staunton poured what silver she had into his hand, and 
the juvmiile savage snatched it greedily, and made a sort of 
half inclination of acknowledgment and adieu. 

‘ Let us make haste now. Lady Staunton.’ said David, ‘ for 
there will be litUe peace with them since they hae seen your 
purse.’ 
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They honied on as &8t as they oonld; but they had not 
descended Hie hill a bandied yards or two behoe th^ heaanl a 
halloo bHiind them, and looking back, saw both the dd man 
and Hie yonng one porsning them with great qpeed, ^ fonner 
with a gun <m his shoulder. Veiy fortunately, at Hiis mmneat 
a sMrtsman, a gamekeeper of the Duke, who was engaf^ in 
stalking deer, appeared on Hie &oe of Hie bill The buidits 
stopped on seei^ him, and Lady Staunton hastened to put 
herself under his protocHon. He readily gave them his es- 
cort home, and it required his athletic form and loaded rifle to 
restore to the lady her usual confidence and courage. 

Donald listened with much gravity to the account of their 
adventure ; and answered with great composure to David’s 
repeated inquiries, whether hecomd have suspected that the 
cairds had been lurking there — ‘ Inteed, Master Tavie, I might 
hae had some guess that they were there, or thereabout, though 
maybe I had nan& But I am afton on the hill ; mid they are 
like wasps : they stang only them that foshes Hiem ; sae, for 
my part, I make a point not to see them, unless I were ordered 
out on the preceese errand by MacCallnmmoie or Knodcdunder, 
whilk is a clean different case.’. 

They reached the manse late ; and Lady Staunton, who had 
sufiered much both from fright and fotigue, never again per- 
mitted her love of the picturesque to carry her so for among 
the mountains without a stronger escort than David, thoa^^h 
she acknowledged he had won we stand of colours by the in- 
trepidity he had displayed, so soon as assured he had to do with 
an earthly antagonist. ‘1 oouldna maybe hae made mudkle o’ 
a bargain wi’ yon lang oaUant,’ said David, when thus compli- 
ments on his valour; ‘but when ye deal wi’ thae folk, it’s 
tyne heart tyne a’.’ 



CHAPTER LI 


What lee yoa thm> 

That hath ao cowarded and chased yonr blood 
Oat of appearance f 

Eenfy V. 

W E are tinder the necessity of returning to Edinburg^ 
where the Qeneml Assembly was now sitting. It is 
well known that some Scottish nobleman is usually 
deputed as High Gonunissioner, to represent the person of the 
king in this oonyocation ; that he has allowances for the pur* 
pose of maintaining a certoin outward show and solemnity^ and 
8^XK>rting the hospitality of liie representatiye of Majesty. 
Wnoeyer is distinguishea by rank or ofl&ce in or near the 
capital usually attends the morning ley^ of the Lord Com- 
missioner, ana walks with him in procession to the place where 
the Assembly meets. 

The nobleman who held this office chanced to be particularly 
ccmnected with Sir George Staunton, and it was in his train 
that he yentured to tread the High Street of Edinburgh for the 
first time since the fotal night of Porteous’s execution. Walk- 
ing at the right hand of the representatiye of Soyereignty, 
ooyered with lace and embroidery, and with all the parapher- 
nalia of wealth and rank, the handsome though wasted form of 
the English stranger attracted all eyes. Who coidd haye rw- 
ognised in a form so aristocratic the plebeian conyict that, dis- 
guis^ in the rags of Madge Wildfire, had led the formidable 
rioters to their destined reyenge 7 There was no possibility 
that this could happen, eyen if any of his ancient acquaintance 
a race of men whose liyes are so brie( had h^penea to sunriye 
the span commonly allotted to^ eyil-doers. asides, the whole 
^air had long &llen asleep, with the angry passions in which 
it originated. Nothing is more certain thm l£at persons known 
to haye had a share in that formidable riot, and to haye fled 
firom Scotland on that account^ had made monejr abroad, re- 
turned to eiigoy it in their natiye country, and liyed and died 



THE HEABT <m MIDIjDTHUN mt 

by iaw.^ The forbeamioe of joagietniAe 
jma m these mstanees wise, oertainly, and just : for what good 
impiesBion ooold be made on the publio mind by puBidmieiit, 
when the memory of the offence was olditmated, and ail that 
was remembered was the reoent inoffensiyei or perhaps exem- 
plary, conduct the offender t 

Sir Geoige Staunton mi^t, therefore, tread the scene of his 
former audacious ea^oits from the apprehension of the 
law, or even of disoovwfv or suspicion. But with what feelings 
his heart that day throbbed must be left to those of the reader 
to imagina It was an object of no common interest which bad 
brought him to encounter so many painful remembrances. 

In consequence of Jeanie’s letter to Lady Staunton, trans- 
mitting the confession, he had visited the town of Carlisle, and 
had found Archdeacon FlemW still alive, by whom that con- 
fession had been received. This reverend gentleman, whose 
character stood deservedly very high, he so fer admitted into 
Us confidence as to own himself the father of the unfortunate 
m&nt which had been spirited away by Madge Wildfire, repre- 
senting the intrigue as a matter of juvenile extravagance on his 
own part, for wmch he was now anxious to atone, by tracing, 
if possible, what had become of the child. After some recollec- 
tion of the circumstances, tiie clergymau was able to call to mem- 
ory that the unhappy woman had written a letter to * George 
Staunton, Esq., youiwr, Eeotory, Willingham, by Granth^’ : 
that he had forwarded it to the address accordingly, ana 
that it had been returned, with a note firom the Reverend Mr. 
Stauntouj Rector of Willingham, saying, he knew no such per- 
son as him to whom the letter was ^dressed. As this nad 
happened just at tlm time when George had, for the last time, 
ab8(X>nded from his fother’s house to carry off Effie, he was at 
no loss to account for the cause of the resentment under the 
influence^ of which his fother had disowned him. TUs was 
anotlier instance in which his ungovernable temper had occa- 
sioned his misfortune ; had he remained at Willii^ham but a 
f&w days longer, he would have received Margaret Murdockson’s 
letter^ iu which was exactly described the person and haunts 
of the wtunan^ Annaple Bailzou, to whom she TMadge Wildfire] 
bad parted with the m&nt Itappeared that Meg Murdockson 
had been induced to make this confession, less from any feelings 
of contrition, than from the desire of obtaining, through Qeorge 
BtafUnton or his fother’s means, protection and suppcrt for im 

^ t«e Atnoea Orimim^i THoli, 4to ad., p. SS5* 
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daiy^ter M^e. leMar to Oeorge Staunton aaid, * Tliat 
white the writer livedy her daughter would hare needed nought 
feom anybody, and that she would nerer have meddled in these 
afiairs, except to pay back the ill that Oeorge had done to h^ and 
hera But riie was to die, and her daughter would be destitute, 
and without reason to guide her. She had lived in Ihe world 
long enou^ to know that pecmle did nothing for nothing ; so she 
had told Oeorge Staunton all he could wish to know about his 
wean, in hopes he would not see the demented yoi^ creature 
he had ruined perieh for want. As for her motives for not 
telling them sooner, she had a long account to reckon for in 
the next world, and she would reckon for that too.* 

The clergyman said that Meg had died in the same desperate 
state of mmd, occasionally expressing some regret about the 
child which was lost, but ofbener sorrow that tne mother had 


not been hanged — her mind at once a chaos of guilt, ra^e, and 
apprehension for her daughter's future safety ; that instmotive 
fewng of parental anxiety which she had in common with the 
she-wolf and lioness being the last shade of kindly affection 
timt occupied a breast equally savage. 

The melancholy catastrophe of Madge Wildfire was occa- 
sioned by her ta^g the confusion of her mother’s execution 
as affordmg an of^rtunity of leaving the workhouse to which 
&e clergyman haid sent her, and presenting herself to the mob 
in their mry, to perish in tiie way we have already seen. When 
Dr. Fleming found the convict’s letter was returned firom 
Lincolnshire, he wrote to a fiiend in Edinburgh, to inquire into 
the &te of the unfortunate girl whose child had been stolen, 
and was informed by his correspondent ihat she had been 
phoned, and that, with all her family, she had retired to some 
^tant part of Scotland, or left the kingdom entirely, .^d 
here the matter rested, until, at Sir George Staunton’s applica- 
tion, ike clergyman looked out and product Margaret Mumock- 
son’s retumra letter, and the other memoranda which he had 
kept concerning the affair. 

Whatever might be Sir George Staunton’s feelings in ripping 
up this miseral^ history, and listening to the tr^cal fete of 
the unhapOT drl whom he 1^ ruined, he had so much of his 
amnent wiHuiness of disposition left as to shut his eyes on 
everything save the prospect which seemed to open itself of 
rmorenog his son. It was true, it would be difficult to produce 
him without telliim much more of the history of his birth and 
the misfortunes of his p^nts than it was prudent to make 
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ktiomi. Bat let him once be found, and, being found, kt him 
but piwe worthy of his folher’s protection, and many ways 
might be foUen upon to avoid such risk. Sir George Staunton 
was at libef^ to adopt him as hk heir, if he plei^ed, without 
oommunioating the secret of his birth ; or an of Parliament 
might be obtamed, declaring him leritimate, and allowing him 
the name and arms of his mther. He was, indeed, alreMy a 
legitimate child according to the law of Scotland, by the sub- 
sequent marriage of his parents. Wilful in everything. Sir 
George’s sole desire now was to see this son, even shomd his 
recovery brmg with it a new series of misfortunes as dreadful 
as those which followed on his being lost. 

But where was the youth who might eventually be called 
to the honours and estates of this ancient &mily t On what 
heath was he wanderi^, and shrouded by what mean disguise t 
Did he gain his precarious bread W some petty trade, by menial 
toil, by violence, or by theft ? T4ese were questions on which 
Sir George’s anxious investigations could obtain no light. 
Many remembered that Annaple Bailzou wandered through the 
country as a beggar and fortune-teller, or spae- wife ; some remem- 
bered that she h^ been seen with an in&nt in 1737 or 1738, but 
for more than ten years she had not travelled that district, and 
that she had been heard to say she was going to a distant part 
of Scotland, of which country she was a native. To Scotian^ 
therefore, came Sir George Staunton, having parted with his 
lady at Glasgow ; and his arrival at Edinburgh bappeni^ to 
coincide with the sitting of the General Assembly of the Kirk, 
his acquaintance with the nobleman who held the office of I^rd 
High Commissioner forced him more into public than suited 
either his views or inclinations. 

At the public table of this nobleman, Sir George Staunton 
was placed neict to a clergyman of respectable appearance, and 
well-bred though plain demeanour, whose name he discovered 
to be Butler. It been no part of Sir George’s plan to take 
his brother-in-law into his confidence and he hjwi ^oked 
exceedingly in the assurances he i^ived from his wife that 
Mrs. Butier, the very soul of integrity and honour, had never 
suffered the account he had given of himself at WilHngham 
Rectory to transpire, even to her husband. But he was not 
sorry to have an opportunity to converse with so ne^ a 0(m- 
nexion, without being known to him, and to form a judmnent 
of his (foaracter and understandiiy. He saw much, and b^ard 
more, to lam Batler yery high in his c^nion. He fonnd he 
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waa genemlly leiroected by those of his own profession^ as mil 
as hy bdly who had seate in the Assembly. He had made 
seTcw public anpearanoes m the Assembly, distinguidied by 
good sense, oanaour, and abilily ; and Im was followed and ad- 
mired as a sound, and at the same time an eloquent, preacher. 

This was all very satisfiactorv to Sir Oeo^e otaunton’s pride, 
which had revolted at the ioea of his wim's sister being ob- 


scurdy married. He now began, on the contrary, to think the 
connexion so much better than he expected, that, if it should 


be^ necessary to acknowledge it, in consequence of the recovery 
of his son, it would sound well enough that Lady Staunton 
had a sister who, in the decayed state of the family, had 
married a Scottish clergyman, high in the opinion of his country- 
men, and a leader in the church. 

It was with these feelings that, when the Lord High Com- 
missioners compjany broke up, Sir Oeorge Staunton, under pre- 
teace of prolongii^ some inquiries concerning the constitution 
of the Church of Scotland, requested Butler to go home to his 
lodgings in the Lawnmarket, and drink a cup of coffee. Butler 
agreed to wait upon him, providing Sir George would permit 
him, in passing, to call at a Menas house where he resided, 
and make his apology for not coming to partake her tea. 
They proceeded up ine High Street, entered the Erames, and 
passed the begging-box, plai^ to remind those at liberty of the 
mstresses of me poor pnsoners. Sir George paused there one 
instant, and next day a £20 dote was found in that receptacle 
for public charity. 

’^en he came up to Butler again, he found him with his 
eyes fixed on the entrance of the tolbooth, and appeurenriy in 
deep thought 

^That seems a very strong door,’ said Sir George, by way of 
saying something. 

^ It is so, sir,’ said Butler, turning off and beginning to walk 
ferward, ^but it was my misfortune at one time to see it prove 
greatfy too weak.’ 

At this moment, looking at his companion, he asked him 
whether he felt himself ill ; and Sir George Staunton admitt^ 
that he had been so foolish as to eat ice, which sometimes dk- 


agreed with him. With kind officiousness, lhat would not be 
gainsaid, and ere he could find out where he was going, Butler 
harried Sir George into the Mend’s houses near to the prl^ 
in whidi he himi^ Imd lived since he csume to town, 
hideed, no otom^than that of cm oM Mai»d Bart^^ 
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tree, in which Lady Staunton had served a short iMmmate as 
a sbop-maid. This recollection rushed on her husband^ mbud, 
and the blush of shame which it excited overpowered the sensa- 
tion of fear which had produced his former paleness. Qood 
Mrs. Saddletree, however, bustled about to receive the ridli 
English baronet as the Mend of Mr. Butler, and requested an 
elderly female in a black gown to sit still, in a way which seemed 
to imply a wish that she would clear the way for her betters. 
In the meanwhile, understanding ^e state of the case, she ran 
to get some cordial waters, sovereign, of course, in all cases of 
faintishness whatsoever. During her absence, her visitor, the 
female in black, made some process out of the room, and 
micht have left it altogether wiSiout particular observation, 
had she not stumbled at the threshold, so near Sir George 
Staunton, that he, in point of civility, raised her and assisted 
her to the door. 

‘Mrs. Porteous is turned very doited now, puir body,* said 
Mrs. ^dletree, as she returned with her bottie in her hand. 
‘She is no sae auld, but she got a sair back-cast wi* the 
slaughter o’ her husoand. Ye had some trouble about that 
job, Mr. Butler. I think, sir (to Sir George), ye had better 
drink out the haill glass, for to my een ye look waur than 
when ye came in.’ 

Ana, indeed, he grew as pale as a corpse on recollecting 
who it was that his arm had so lately supported — the widow 
whom he had so large a share in making such. 

‘It is a prescribed job that case of JPorteous now,’ said old 
Saddletree, who was confined to his chair by the gout — ‘ clean 
prescribed and out of date.’ 

‘I am not clear of that, neighbour,’ said Plumdamas, ‘for 
I have heard them sot twenty years should rin, and this is 
but the fifty-ane ; the Porteous’s mob was in thretty-seven.’ 

‘Ye’ll no teach me law, I think, neighbour me that has 
fbur gann pleas, and might hae had fourteen, an it hadna been 
the gudewife ? I tell ye, if the foremost of the Porteous mob 
were standing there where that gentleman stands, the King’s 
Advocate wadna meddle wi’ him : it fit’s under the negative 
prescription.’ 

‘Hand your din, carles,’ said Mrs. Saddletree, ‘and let the 
gentleman sit down and get a dish of comfortable tea.’ 

But Sir George had h^ quite enough of their conversation ; 
and ^tler, at ms request, made an apol^ to Mrs. Saddletree, 
and accompanied him to ins lodgings, mre they found another 



$U THE HEART OF MIDLOTHIAN 


mmt imitbg Sir Gfeoxge Statmton’s retam. This was no other 
ohr team's old acquaintance, BatcUffa 
tlkia. aptan had exercised the office of turnkey with so much 
acutene^ and fidelity that he gredu^y rose to be 
flOTenu^ or captain of the tolbootL And it is yet remem- 
bered in tradition, that young men who rather sought amusing 
than select society in their merry-meetings used sometimes to 
request Batc^e’s company, in order that he might regale them 
with legends of his extraordinary feats m the way of robbeij 
and escape.^ But he lived and died without resuming his 
orig^l vocation, otherwise than in his narratives over a bottle. 

Under these circumstances, he had been recommended to 
Sir George Staunton by a man of the law in Edinburgh, as a 
person likely to answer any questions he might have to ask 
about Annaple Bailzou, who, according to Ae colour which Sir 
George Staunton gave to his cause of inquiry, was supposed to 
have stolen a chud in the west of England, belonging to a 
femUy in which he was interested. The gentleman had not 
mentioned his name, but only his official title ; so that Sir 
George Staunton, when told that the captain of the tolbooth 
was waiting for him in his parlour, had no idea of meeting 
his fonner acquaintance, Jem Batcliffe. 

Thia therefore, was another new and most unpleasant sur- 
prise, for he had no difficulty in recollecting this man’s remark- 
able features. The change, however, from George Bobertson 
to Sir George Staunton baffied even the penetration of Rat- 
diffe, and he bowed verv low to the baronet and his guest, 
hopixm Mr. Butler would excuse his recollecting that he was 
an old acquaintance. 

‘And once rendered my wife a piece of great service,’ said 
Mr. Butler, ‘for which she sent you a token of grateful ac- 
knowledgment, which 1 hope came and was welcome.’ 

‘Beil a doubt on’t,’ said Batcliffe, with a knowing nod; 
‘but ye are muckle changed for the better since I saw y^ 
Maister Butler.’ 


‘ So much so, that I wonder you knew ma’ 

‘Aha, then 1 Beil a &ce I see I ever forget,’ said Batcliffe ; 
while Sir Geoige Staunton, tied to the stake and incapable of 
escaping, internally cursed the accuracy of his memory. ‘And 
yet, sometimes,’ continued Batcliffe^ ‘the sharpest hand will be 
ta’en in. There is a foce in this very room, if 1 might presume 
to be sae bauld, that if I didna ken the honourame person it 


^ See Batcliffe. Note SI. 
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beli^ t(^ I miglbb tiindi it had seme oaat of an a^ ae- 
qaiuntuioe.’ 

‘I should not be much fiatterad,’ answered the Banmet^ 
stemljr, and roused by the risk in which he saw hinumlf |daoed, 
‘ if it IS to me you mean to a|q>ljr that compliment’ 

‘ By no maimer cd’ means, sir,' said Rati^ffe, bowing very 
low ; ‘ I am come to receive your honour’s commands, and no 
to trouble ^our honour wi’ my poor observations.’ 

‘WeU, sir,’ said Sir Qeorge, ‘I am told yon understand 
police matters ; so do I ; to convince you of which, here are 
ten guineas of retaining fee ; I make them fifty when you can 
find me certain notice of a person, living or dead, whom you 
will find described in that paper. I shall leave town presenuy ; 
yon may rand your written answer to me to the care of Mr. 

(naming his hi^y res^table agent), or of his Grace 

the Lord High Oommissioner.^ 

Batdiffe rowed and withdrew. 

‘I have angered the proud p^t now,’ he said to himself 
‘by finding out a likeness; but if George Robertson’s &ther 
had lived wiGiin a mile of hm mother, d— n me if I should not 
know what to think, for as high as he carries his head.’ 

When he was left alone with Butler, Sir George Staunton 
ordered tea and coffee, wMoh were brought by his valet; mid 
then, after considering with himself for a mmute, asked his 

X l__xl I- - J 1 J £ I.' 1 ^ ‘I — 




ButleTj with some surprise at the questioi^ replied, ‘That he 
had received no letter for some time ; his wife was a poor pen- 
woman.’ 

‘ Then,’ said Sir George Staunton, ‘I am the first to inform 
you there has been an invasion of your quiet premises since 
you left home. My wife, whom the Duke of Argyle had the 
goodness to pmmit to use Boseneath Lodge, wmle she was 
spendmg some weeks in your country, has sallied across and 
twen up her quarters in the manse, as she says, to be nei^ 
the goats, whose milk she is using; but I bebeve, in reality, 
because she prefers Mrs. Butler’s company to that of the resfteo^ 
able gentleman who acts as seneschal on the Duke’s domains.’ 

Mr. Butier said, ‘ He had oftmi heard the late Duke and the 
present speak with high respect of Lady Stonnton, ai^ wm 
niqipy if his house oomd accommodate any fiiend of theirs ; it 
wotUd be but a very slight aobiowledgment of Gie many fiavouis 
he owed them.’ 

‘That does not make Lady Staunton and mysdf the leas 


rm HEAKT OB MmuyjmAX 


«UigedioTOiffho(pta£ty,ar,’flaulStrOeoige. ‘llagrlinqiikn 
if you think retmning hcnne soont’ 

‘2b Ike eonne of two days,’ Mr. Botiw answered, ‘his doty 
ui the iissem^y wonld be ended; and'^he other matters hn 
had in town hemg ail finished, he was demroos of vetuniing to 
Ihubartonshire as soon as be could; but he was under the 
neoesshy of tannsporting a ooimideralde sum in bills and money 
wi& hi)^ and therefore wished to travel in oompany with one 
or two of his brethren of the derjyy.’ 

‘My escort will be more sale,’ said Sir George Stannt<^ 
‘and i think of setting off to-morrow or nert ^y. If you will 

S Ve me the pleasure of your oompany, I will undertake to 
diver you and your charge safe at the manse, provided you 
will admit me along with you.’ 

life. Butler ^te^y accepted of this proposal ; the appoin^ 
ment was made accordingly, and W despatcnes with one of Sir 
George’s servants, who was sent forwam for ihe purpos^ the 
inhamtants of the manse of Enocktarlitie were i^e acquainted 
widx the intended journey; and the news rung throng the 
whole vidni^, ‘ that the minister was coming back wi’ a braw 
English genileman, and a’ the siUer that was to pay for the 
estate of Graigsture.’ 

This sudden resolution of go^ to Enocktarlitie had been 
adopted by Sir George Staunton in consequence of the incidents 
of the evening. In spite of his present consequence, he fdt he 
had presume too for in venturing so near the scene of his 
former au(^ous acts of vicdmioe, and he knew too well from 
past e^rienoe the acuteness of a man like Batcliffe again to 
encounter hiim The next two days he kept his loi^ngs, undra 
pretence of indisposition, and took leave, by writing, of his 
noble fiiend, the High Commissioner, alleging the cpportunit^ 
of Mr. Butler’s ocHapany as a reascm for living Edinbui^h 
soonw than he had proposed. He had a long oomorenoe with 
hm agent on the subject c£ Annaple Baiizou ; and the pro- 
fossioGw gentiem^ who was the agent also of the Ai^le 
fomily, had directions to ooUeot all the information whi(h Bat- 
oUffe OT ofhws might be able to obtain ocHtommag the fote of 
that wonum ud ue unfortunate child, and, so soon as imy- 
thmg transpired which had the least aiqpeara^ of bdng 
important, ^t he diould send an e^wess inth it instantly to 
EnodctarHiae. These instruetlcms were backed with a depbmt 
money, and a request that no mcpense might be leased: 
so that ^ George StauirtoB had li(^ reastw to s^oehend 
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ii6glig«£iioe on the part of the persons entrusted the 

ocmunission. 

The louroej whidh the brothers made in oompanjr ms 
attended with more pleasure, eyen to Sir Qeorge Staunton, 
than he had ventured to expect. His heart lightened in ispite 
of himself when they lost sight of Edinburgh ; and the easy, 
alible conversation of Butler was well calculated to withdraw 
his thoughts from painful reflections. He even began to think 
whether there could be much difficulty in removing his wife^s 
connexions to the recto^ of Willingham ; it was only on his 
part procuring some still better preferment for the present 
incumbent, and on Butler’s, that he should take orders emcord- 
ing to the English Church, to which he could not conceive a 
possibility of nis making objection, and then he had them 
residing under his wing. No doubt, there was pain in seeing 
Mrs. Butler, acquainted, as he knew her to be, with the fuU 
truth of his evil history. But then her silence, though he had 
no reason to complain of her indiscretion hitherto, was still 
more absolutely ensured. It would keep his lady, also, botii 
in good temper and in more subjection ; for she was sometimes 
troublesome to him, by insisting on remaining in town when 
he desired to retire to the country, alleging the total want of 
society at Willingham. ‘ Madam, your sister is there,’ would, 
he thought, be a sufficient answer to this ready argument. 

He sounded Butler on this subject, asking w^t he would 
tlnnk of an English living of twelve hundred pounds yearly, 
with the burden of affordmg his company now and then to a 
neighbour whose health was not strong, or his spirits equal. 
‘He mi^ht meet,’ he said, ‘occasionally, a ve:i 7 learned and 
accomplished gentleman, wno was in orders as a Catholic priest, 
but he hoped that would be no insurmountable obj^tion to a 
man of his Hberaiity of sentiment. What,’ he said, ‘would 
Mr. Butler think of as an answ.er, if the offer should be made 
to him 1 ’ 

‘Simply, that I could not accept of it,’ said Mr. Butler. ‘I 
have no mind to enter into the various debates between the 
churdbes ; but I was brought up in mine own, have received 
her ordination, am satisfiea of tiie truth of her doctrines, and 
will die under the banner I have enlisted to.’ 

‘Wlmt may be the value of your pref^^entl’ said Sir 
Oeorge Staunton, ‘ unless I am asking an indiscreet question.’ 

‘ftobabiy one hundred a-year, one year with anotheri 
bemdes glebe ami pasture-ground.’ 
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'And jcroj^ to exduo^ that fi»r twelve head^ 
a> 7 ear, witiiout aUegmg any damning differenoe of doctrine 
betwixt the two dmrofaiM England Scotland t ’ 

‘On thatk sir. I have reservid my judgment; there may be 
much good, and there are certainly saving means, in both, bnt 
every man mturt act according to his own ughts. I hope I have 
don% and am in the course of doing, my Master’s work in this 
Iffi^uand parish ; and it would ill become m& for the sake of 
lume; to Imve my sheep in the wilderness. But, even in the 
temporal view which you have taken of the matter, Sir George, 
this hundred pounds a-year of stipend hath fed and clothed us, 
and left ns nothing to wish for ; my ftther-in-Iaw’s succession, 
and other cirouimianoes, have added a snudl estate of about 
twice as much mor^ and how we are to di^se of it I do not 
know. So I leave it to you, sir, to think if I were wise, not 
having the wish or opportunity of spending three hundred 
a-year, to covet the rossession of four times that sum.’ 

‘Tins is ph^ompny,’ said Sir Gfooige; ‘1 have heard of it, 
but I never saw it before.’ 

‘It is common sense,’ replied Butler, ‘which accords with 
philosophy and religon more frequently than pedants or zealots 
are ^t to admit’ 

Sir George turned the suUeot, and did not again resume it 
Although mey travelled in Sir George’s chariot, he seemed so 
much mrigued wilh the motion, that it was necessary for him 
to rem^ for a day at a small town called Mid-Calder, which 
was tiieir first stage fi?om EdinburgL Glasgow occupied anothmr 
day so slow were Iheir morions. 

l%ey travelled on to Dunbarton, where they had resolved 
to leave the equipage, and to hire a boat to take them to the 
shores near the manse, as the Loch lay betwixt them and 
that point, berides the impossibility of traveOing in that district 
with wheel-oarriages. Sir George’s valet, a man of trust, accom- 
panied them, as ^o a footman ; the grooms were left mth the 
carriage. Just as this anai^^mnent was complete which ww 
about four o'dock in the afternoon, an express arrived firom ^ 
George’s agwt in Edinburg^ with a packet, which he opened 
mid read with great attention, appearing much interested and 
agitated by the contents. Ihe p^et had bemi despatched 
very soon after their leaving Edinburgh, but the mes8en|»r 
hM missed tim tmvdlere by passing tiuough Mid-Gtdder in tiie 
night, and overshot his errand by getting to Roseneath before 
them. He was now on his retiun,. aftmr having waited mens 
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tibaQ fonr-and-twenty houra Sir Geo^ Staanton instantly 
wrote ba^ an answer^ and, rewarding the messenger liberally, 
desired him not to sleep till he plaoea it in his i^ent’s baiid% 
At length they emb^ked in the boa^ which had waited for 
them some tima During their voyage, which was slow, for 
they were obliged to row the whole way, and oftmi against t^ 
tide, Sir George Staunton’s inquiries ran chiefly on the subject 
of the Highland banditti who had infested that country since 
the year 1745. Butler informed him that many of them were 
not native Highlanders, but gipies, tinkers, and other men of 
desperate fortunes, who had taken advantage of the confusion 
introduced by the civil war, the general discontent of the 
mountaineers, and the unsettled state of police, to practise 
their plundering trade with more audacitv. Sir George next 
inqjuir^ into tneir lives, their habits, wnether the violences 
which they committed were not sometimes atoned for by acts 
of generosity, and whether they did not possess the virtues, as 
weu as the vices, of savage tribes. 

Butler answered, that certainly they did sometimes, show 
sparks of generosity, of which even the worst class of male- 
fetors are seldom utterly divested ; but that their evil pro- 
pensities were certain and regular principles of action, while 
any occasional burst of virtuous feeling was only a transient 
impulse not to be reckoned upon, and excited probably by some 
singular and unusual concatenation of circumstances. In dis- 
cussing these inquiries, which Sir George pursued with an 
apparent eagerness that rather surprised Butler, the latter 
cnanced to mention the name of Douacha Dhu na Dunaigh, 
with which the reader is already ^uainted. Sir George caught 
the sound up eagerly, and as if it conveyed^ particular interest 
to his ear. He made the most minute inquiries concerning the 
man whom he mentioned, the number or his gang, and even 
the appearance of those who belonged to it. Upon these points 
Butler could give little answer, ^e man had a name among 
the lower class, but his exploits were considerably exaggerated ; 
he had always one or two fellows with him, but never aspired 
to the command of above three or four. In shorl^ he knew 
Uttle about him, and the small acquaintance he haid, had by 
no means inclined him to desire mora 
* Nevertheless, I should like to see him some of these daya’ 
*That would be a dangerous meeting. Sir George, unless 
you mean we are to see him receive his deserts from the law» 
and ihmi it were a melancholy one.* 
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*Ucie «Tei7 buu aaootSag to Ins deserts, Mr. Bailer, and 
iriie d»U esospe idu^Hne f Bat I am talking riddles to 3 roa. 
I wifl ezpl^ iliem more Miy to yon when I hkre spokm over 
the enbjeet wiHi Lady Staonton. Poll away, my lads,’ he 
addei addressing himself to the rowers ; ‘the donds thrmten 
os wiili a storm.’ 

Li &ct, the dead and heaw olosmess of the air, the hoge 
piles of donds which assembled in the western horizon, and 
glowed like a fiimaoe under the influence of the setting son, 
that awfol srillness in which nature seems to expect the Ihun- 
deibori^ as a condmnned soldier waits for the platoon-fire 
which is to stretch him on the earth —all betokened a sMedy 
storm. Large broad drops fell from time to time, and induced 
the gentlemen to assume the boat-cloaks ; but the rain again 
ceased, mid the rapressive heat, so unusual in Scotland in the 
end of May, inclined them to throw them aside. ‘There is 
something solemn in this delay of the storm,’ said Sir George ; 
‘it seems as if it suspended its peal till it solemnised some 
important event in the world below.’ 

‘Alas 1 ’ rallied Butler, ‘what are we, that the laws of nature 
should corresTOnd in their march with our ephemeral deeds or 
sufferings 1 The clouds will burst when surchaiged with the 
electric fluid, whether a goat is &lling at that instent fi-om the 
cliffs of Arran or a hero expiring on the field of battle he has 
won.’ , ^ 

‘The mind delights to deem it otherwise,’ said Sir George 
Staunton; ‘and^ to dwell on the &te of humamty as on that 
whirii is the prime central movement of the mignty machine. 
We love not to think that we shall mix with the ^s that have 
gone before us, as these broad black raindrops mingle with the 
waste of waters, making a trifling and momentary eddy, and 
are thmi lost for ever.’ 

‘jFbr ever/ We are not — we cannot be lost for ever,’ said 
Butler, looking upward ; ‘ death is to us change, not consum- 
marion, and the oommencemmit of a new existence^ correspond- 
ing^ character to the deeds which we have done in the body.’ 

w^e they agitated these grave subjects, to which the 
solmunity of the approaching storm naturally led them, their 
voyage threatened to be more tedious than wey expected, finr 
gusts of wind, which rose and tell with sudden impetuosity, 
Bw^ the bosom of the firth, and- impeded the efforts of the 
lowers, l^my had now (mly to double a small headland in 
(nrder to get to the proper lan^fing-plaoe in the mouth ot the 
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little river; bat in tibe state of the weaUiei^ and the boat bring 
heavy, this was like to be a work of time, and in the meanwhile 
they must necessarily be exposed to the stoim. 

^ Gould we not land on this side of the headland,’ asked Sir 
George, *and so gain some shriter ?’ 

Bimer knew of no landin^-plaoe, at least none affording a 
convenient or even praoticable passage up the rooks which sur- 
rounded the shore, 

^ Think again,’ said Sir George Staunton; ‘the storm wilt 
soon be violent’ 

‘Hout, ay,’ said one of the boatmen, ‘there’s the Caird’s 
Gove ; but we dinna tell the minister c^out it, and I am no 
sure if 1 can steer the boat to it^ the bay is sae fo’ o’ shoals and 
sunk rooks.’ 

‘ Try,’ said Sir George, ‘ and I will rive you half-a-guinea.’ 

The old fellow took the helm, ana observed, ‘ That if they 
could get in, there was a steep path up from the beach, and 
half an hour’s walk from thence to the manse.’ 

‘ Are you sure you know the way 1 ’ said Butler to the old 
man. 

‘I m^be kend it a wee better fifteen years syne, when 
Dandie Wilson was in the firth wi’ his clean-ganging lugger. 
I mind Dandie had a wild young Englisher wi’ him, ^t they 
ca’d ’ 

‘ If you chatter so much,’ ^id Sir George Staunton, ‘you 
will have the boat on the Grindstone ; bring that white rock 
in a line with the steeple.’ 

‘By G — 9 ' said the veteran, staring, ‘I think your honour 
kens the bay as weel as me. Tour honour’s nose has been on 
the Grindstane ere now, I ’m thinking.’ 

As they spoke thus, they approached the little cove, which, 
concealed benind crags, anddmended on every TOint by shallows 
and sunken roc^ could ^rce be discovered or approached, 
except by those intimate with the navigation. An old shattered 
boat wds already drawn up on the beach within the cove, close 
beneath the trees, and witn precautions for concealment. 

Upon observing this vessel, Butler remarked to his com^ 

S , ‘ It is impossible for you to conceiv^ Sir G^rge, the 
I have had with my poor people, in teaching them 
guilt and the danger of this contraDand trade ; yet they 
have perpetually before their eyes all its dangerous consequeneaa 
I do not know anything that more effectually dep(raves find 
inma moral and religious prinriples.’ 
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Sir Oeozge forced liimself to say something in a low voice, 
about spirit of adventure natural to youth, and that un> 
questionablv many would become wiser as they ^w older. 

* Too selacan, sir,^ replied Butler. ‘ If they Mve been deeply 
united, and especially if they have mingm in the scenes of 
vimence and blood to which iheir occupation naturally leads, 
1 have observed that, sooner or later, they come to an evil 
end Experience, as well as Scripture, teacnes us. Sir George, 
*that mischief shall hunt the violent man, and that the blora- 
thirsty man shall not live half his days. But take my arm to 
help you ashore.’ 

Sir George needed assistance, for he was contrasting in his 
altered thought the different feelings of mind and frame with 
which he had formerly frequented the same place. As they 
landed, a low growl of thunder was heard at a oistanoe. 

‘That is ommous, Mr. Butler,’ said Sir George. 

*Inkmuit kemm: it is ommous of good, then,’ answered 
Butler, smiling. 

The boatmen were ordered to make the best of their way 
round the headland to the ordinary landing-plaoe ; the two 

B remen, followed by their servant, sought their way by a 
and tangled mth, through a close copsewood, to the manse 
of Enocktarlitie, wnere their arrival was anxiously expected. 

The sisters in vain had expected their husbands’ return on 
the preceding day, which was that appointed by Sir George’s 
letter. The delay of the travellers at Calder had occasioned 
this breach of appointment The inhabitants of the manse 
began even to doubt whether they would arrive on the present 
day. Lady Staunton felt this ho]^ of delay as a brief reprieve ; 
fer she diWled the i)angs whm her husband’s pride must 
undergo at meeting with a sister-in-law to whom tne whole of 
his umiappy and dishonourable history was too well known. 
She knew, TOatever force or constraint he might put upon his 
fwiings in public, that she herself must be doomed to see them 
display Aemselv^ in full vehemence in secret — consume his 
hedth, destroy his temper, and render him at once an object of 
dread and compassion, ^ain and again she cautioned Jeanie 
to dii^Iayno tokens of recognition, but to receive him as a 
peife^ stranger, and again and again Jeanie renewed her 
promise to comply with her wishes. 

Jeanie herselz could not &il to bestow an anxious thought 
<m the awkwardness of tiie approaehiiig meeting ; but her 
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adenee was angaUed^ and then die was eumbered with many 
household cares of an unusual nature, which, joined to the 
anxious wish once more to see Butler, after an ansenoe of un- 
usual length, made her extremdy desirous that the travellers 
should arrive as soon as possible. And — why should I disguise 
the truth ? — ever and anon a thought stole across her mind that 
her gala dinner had now been postponed for two days ; and 
how few of the dishes, after every art of her simple cuisine had 
been exert^ to dress them, could with any credit or propriety 
appear a^in u^n the third ; and what was she to do wim the 
r^ 1 Upon ^s last subject she was saved the trouble of 
&rther deliberation, by the sudden appearance of the Captain 
at the head of half a dozen stout fellows, dressed and armed 
in the Highland fashion. 

* Goot-morrow morning to ye, Leddy Staunton, and I hope I 
hae the pleasure to see ye weel i And goot-morrow to you, goot 
Mrs. Putler ; I do peg you will order some victuals ana ale and 
prandy for the lads, for we hae peen out on firth and moor 
since afore daylight, and a’ to no purpose neither — Cot tarn ! ' 

So saying, ne sate dowi^ push^ back his brigadier wig, and 
wiped his head with an air of easy importance, totally re^rd- 
less of the look of well-bred astonishment by which Lady 
Staunton endeavoured to make him comprehend that he was 
assuming too great a liberty. 

‘It is some comfort, when one has had a sair tussle,’ con- 
tinued the Captain, addressing Lady Staunton, with an air of 
gallantry, ‘ that it is in a fiiir leddy's service, or in the service of 
a gentleman whilk has a fair leddy, whilk is the same thing, 
since serving the husband is serving the wife, as Mrs. Putler 
does veiy weel know.’ 

‘Really, sir,’ said Lady Staunton, ‘as you seem to intend 
this compliment for me, I am at a loss to know what interest 
Sir George or I can have in your movements this morning.’ 

‘ 0 Cot tarn ! this is too cruel, my leddy ; as if it was not 
py special express from his Grace’s honouraole agent and com- 
missioner at Edinburgh, with a warrant conform, that I was to 
seek for and apprehend Donacha Dhu na Dunaigh, and pring 
him pefore myself and Sir George Staunto^ that he may nave 
his ws^ts, that is to say, the gsdlows, whilk he has douHless 
deserved, py peing the means or frightening your leddyship, as 
weel as for something of less importance.’ 

^Frightening me ! ’ said her liulyship. * Why, I never wrote 
toSir George about my alarm at Ine watez&lL’ 
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'Tbm hf must hda^ it otineacmw; for what dse can 
give him me an eaxnest tedire to cm this n^HmailioQ, that I 
maoB ripe the baiU mosses and muirs in the oounti^ for him, 
as if 1 were to something for fix^liiig him, whmi the pest o’t 
might pe a pall ttuongh my vtBim V 

^Gan it be really true that it is on Sir George’s account 
that you have been attempting to apprehend this fellow 1 ’ 

*Py Cot, it is for no other cause that I know than his 
honour’s pleasure; for the creature might hae gone on in a 
decent quiet way for me, sae lang as he respectit the Duke’s 
pounds ; put reason goot he suld be taen, ana hangit to poot^ 
if it may pleasure ony honourable shentleman that is the 
Duke’s finend. Sae I got the express over nighty and I oau^ 
warn half a score of pretty lads, and was up in the morning 
pefore the sun, and I garr’a the 1^ take their kilts ai^d short 
coats.’ 

‘ I wonder you did that. Captain,’ said Mrs. Butler,^ * when 
you know the Act of Parliament against wearing the Highland 
dress.’ 

* Hout, tout, ne’er fesh your thumb, Mrs. Putler. The law 
is put twa-th^ years auld yet, and is ower young to hae 
come our length; and, pesides, how is the lads to climb the 
praes wi’ thae tamn’d breekens on them ? It makes me sick to 
see them. Put ony how, I thought 1 kend Donacha’s haunts 
gay and weel, and 1 was at the place where he had rested yes- 
treen ; for I saw the leaves the limmers had lain on, and the 
ashes of them ; by the same token, there was a pit greeshoch 
puming yet, I am thinking they got some word out o’ the 
island wlmt was intended. Isought eveij glen and clench, as if 
I had been deer-staUdng, but teil a waun of bis coat-tail could 
I see — Cot tarn 1 ’ 

^ He ’ll be away down the firth to Cowall,’ said David ; md 
Eeuben, who hM been out early that morning a-nutting, 
observed, * That he had seen a l>oat making for the Caird^s 
Cove ’ ; a place well known to the boys, though their less 
adventurous lather was ignorant of its existence. 

^Fy Cot,’ said Duncan, ^then I will stay here no longer 
than to trij^ this very horn of prandy and water, for it is very 
possiUe they will pe in the wood. Donacha ’s a clever fellow, 
and nmype tibinks it pest to sit next the chimley when the lum 
reeks. He thought naebody would look for him sae near hand 1 
I your leddyship will excuse my aprupt departure as I will 
return forthwith, and 1 ynSL either pxing you Donaw iii lifo 
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or else his head, whilk I dare to saj wOl be as saUefsboto^, 
Ahd I hope to pass a pleasant evening with your leddyship ; 
and I hope to have mine revenges on Mr. .rntler at pad- 
gammon, for the four pennies wilk he won, for he wul pe 
Bumly at home soon, or else he will have a wet journey, seeing 
it is apout to pe a send.’ 

Thus saying, irith many scrapes and bows, and anolc^es for 
leaving them, which were very readilv receive^ and reiterated 
assuranoes of Ms speedy return, of the sincerity whereof Mrs. 
Butler entertained no doubt, so long as her be^ grey^beard of 
brandy was upon duty, Duncan left the manse, coUected his 
followers, and began to scour the close and entangled wood 
which lay between the Uttle glen and the Caird’s Cove. Da^^ 
who was a fovourite with the Captain, on account of his spirit 
md courage, took the opportunity of escaping to attend the 
investigations of that great man. 


voi*. vix — 84 



CHAPTER Lll 


I did send for 

Thftfc Talbot’s name might be in ^ee reyhredy 
When sapless age and weak unable limbs 
Should bring thy lather to his drooping chair. ] 

But — O maugnwt and ill-boding stars ! — 

Rtmy VI, Part L 

D uncan and his party had not proceeded very in 
the direction of the Uaird’s Cove before they heard a 
shot, which was quickly followed by one or two others. 
^Some tamn’d villains among the roe-deer,’ said Duncan ; 4ook 
shajp out^ lads.’ 

The clash of swords was next heard, and Duncan and his myr- 
midons, hastening to the spot, found Butler and Sir George Staun- 
ton’s servant in the hands of four ruffians. Sir George himself 
lay stretched on the ^ound, with his drawn sword in nis hand. 
Duncan, who was as brave as a lion, instantly fired his pistol at 
the leader of the band, unsheathed his sword, cried out to nis men, 
‘ Claymore ! ’ and run his weapon through the bodv of the fellow 
whcun he had previousljr wounded, who was no otner than Don- 
acha Dhu na Dunaigh himself The other banditti were speedily 
overpowered, excepting one younff lad, who made wonderful 
resistance for his years, and was at len^ secured with difficulty. 

ButlOT, so soon as he was liberated from the ruffians, ran to 
raise Sir George Staunton but life had wholly left him. 

* A creat misfortune,’ said Duncan ; ‘ I think it will pe pest 
that I go forward to intimate it to the coot ledd^f. Tavie, my 
deeu:, you hae smelled pouther for the first time this day. Take 
my sword and hack off Donacha’s head, whilk will pe coot 
pmetice for you against iho time you may wish to do the.same 
Idndness to a living shentleman ; or hould, as 3 rour fother does 
not approve, you may leave it alone, as he will to a greater 
olqect of satis&ction to Leddv Staunton to see aim entire ; 
and I hone she will do me me credit to pelieve that I can 
a&nge a soentleaxtan’s plood fery speedily and well’ 



THE HEART OF MIBLOTHZAK 

Ba6k WBA the observation of a man too mndh aoottstomed to 
the aimi^t state of manners in the Highlands to loolc npon 
the i^e of 8u<^ a skirmish as anything worthy of wonder or 
mnotioa^ 

We will not attempt to desodibe the very contrary effect 
which the unexpected disaster produced upon Lady Staunton, 
wh^ the bloody corpse of her husband was brought to the 
house, where she expected to meet him alive and well All 
was forgotten but tlmt he was the lover of her youth; and, 
whatever were his &ults to the world, that he had towards Imr 
exhibited only ^ose that arose from the inequality of spirits 
and temper incident to a situation of unparalleled difficulty. 
In the vivacity of her grief she gave way to ^1 the natural 
irritabilitv of her temper; shrink followed shriek, and swocm 
succeeded to swoon. It required all Jeanie’s watchful affection 
to prevent her from making known, in these paroxysms of 
affliction, much which it was of the highest importance that 
she should keep secret. 

At length silence and exhaustion succeeded to frenzy, and 
Jeanie stole out to take counsel with her husband, and to 
exhort him to anticipate the Captain’s interference by taking 
possession in Lady Staunton’s name of the private papOTS of her 
deceased husband. To the utter astonis^ent of Sutler, she 
now for the first time e^^lained the relation betwixt herself 
and Lady Staunton, which authorisec^ nay, demanded, that 
he should prevent any stranger from being unnecessarily made 
acquainted with her ffimily afiairs. It was in such a crisis 
that Jeanie’s active and undaunted habits of virtuous exertion 
were most conspicuous. While the Captain’s attention was 
stiU engaged by a prolonged refreshment, and a very tedious 
examination, in Gaelic €md English, of all the prisoners, and 
every other witness of the fatal transaction, she nad the body 
of her brotherdn-law undressed md properly disposed It th^ 
appeared, from the crucifiix, the be^, and the shirt of hair 
vmich he wore next his person, that his wnse of guilt had in- 
duced him to receive the dogmata of a religion which pretends, 
by the maceration of the body, to expiate the crimes of tiie sord 
In the p^ket of papers which the expre^ had brought to^^ 
George Staunton from Edinburgh, wd which Butler, authorised 
by his connexion with the deceased, did not scnrole to examine, 
he found new and astonishing intelligence, Which gave him 
reason to thank God he had taken l£at measure. 

Batdiffe, to whom all sorts of misdeeds and misdom were 
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fiuniliar, instigated by tbe prcmiised leward, soon found himself 
m a conditi<m to trace the in&nt of these unhappy parents. 
The woman to whmn Meg Murdockson had sold that most un- 
fortunate child had made it the companion of her wandering 
and her begga^ until he was about seven or eight years olo, 
when, as Batcline learned from a companion of hers, then in the 
correction-house of E^burj^ she sold him in her turn to 
Donacha Dhu na Dunaigh. ^s man, to whom no act of mis- 
chief was unlmown, was occasionally an agent in a horrible 
trade then carried on betwixt Scotlana and .America, for supply- 
ing the plantations with servants, by means of kidnapping, as 
it was tenuecL both men and women, but especially ^Idren 
under age. Here Batcliffe lost sight of the boy, but had no 
doubt but Donacha Dhu could give an account of him. The 
gentleman of the law, so often mentioned, despatched therefore 
an es^ress with a letter to Sir George Staunton, and another 
covering a warrant for anprehension of Donacha, with instruc- 
tions to the Captain of Knockdunder to exert his utmost energy 
for that purpose. 

Possessed of this information, and with a mind agitated by 
the most gloomy apprehensions, Butler now joined the Captain, 
and obtained from him with some difficulty a sight of the 
examinations. These, with a few questions to the dder of the 
prisoners, soon confirmed the most dreadfiil of Butler^s antici- 
pations, We give the heads of the information, without de- 
scending into minute details. 

Donacha Dhu had indeed purchased Effie^s unhappy child, 
with the pu:^ose of seUing it to the American traders, whom 
he had been in the habit of supplying with human fiesh. But 
no opportunity occurred for some^ time ; and the boy, who was 
known by the name of * The Whistler,] made some impression 
on the heart and affections even of this rude savage, perhaps 
because he saw in him flashes of a spirit as fierce and vindictive 
as his own. When Donacha struck or riireatened him — a very 
common occurrence — he did not answer with complaints and 
entreaties like other children, but^ with oatiis and efforts at 
revenge; he had all the wild merit, too, by whidi Woggar- 
wolfe’s arrow-bearing page won the hard heart of his master : 

Like a wild cub, rear'd at tbe ruffian’s feet, 

He could say bitiiijj jests, bold ditties sing. 

And quaff bis foaming bumper at the boa^ 

With all tiie mockery of a uttle man.^ 
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In ^orty as Bonaoha Bhu 8ai4 the WhisUer was a bom imp 
of Sata^ and aboold never leave him. Aooor&gly. 

from his eleventh year forward, he was one of the band, and 
often enga^ in acts of violence. The last of these was more 
immediately occasioned by the researches which the Whistler’s 
r^ fother made after him whom he had been taught to con- 
sider as sucL Bonacha Bhu’s fears had been for some time 
excited by the strength of the means which began now^to be 
employed against persons of his description. He was sensible 
he existed only by the precarious indulgence of his namesake, 
Duncan of Enockdunder, who was used to boast that he could 
put him down or string him up when he had a mind. He 
resolved to leave the kingdom by means of one of those sloops 
which were engaged in the traffic of his old kidnapping frienda, 
and which was about to sail for America ; but he was desirous 
first to strike a bold stroke. 

The ruffian’s cupidity was excited by the intelligence that a 
wealthy Englishman was coming to the manse. He had neither 
forgotten the Whistler’s report of the gold he had seen in Lady 
Staunton’s purse, nor his old vow of revenge against the minister ; 
and, to bring the whole to a point, he conceived the hope oi 
appropriating the money which, according to the general report 
OI the country, the minister was to bring from ^inburgh to 
pay for his new purchase. While he was considering how he 
might best accomplish his purpose, he received the intelligence 
from one quarter that the vessel in which he proposed to sail 
was to sail immediately from Greenock ; from another, that the 
minister and a rich English lord, with a great many thousand 
pounds, were expected the next evening at the manse ; and from 
a third, that he must consult his safety by leaving his ordinary 
haunts as soon as possible, for that the Captain had ordered out 
a jparty to scour the glens for him at break of day. Bonacha 
laid Ins plans with promptitude and d^ision. He embarked 
with the "Whistler and two others of his band (whom, by the 
W, he meant to sell to the kidnapperaj, ^d set sail for the 
daird’s Gove. He intended to lurk till nightfall in the wood 
adjoini^ to this place, which he thought was too near the 
habitation of men to excite the suspicion of Buncan Knock, 
then break into Butler’s peacefiil haDitation, and fl^h at once 
his appetite for plunder and revenge. When his villainy was 
accomplished, his boat was to convev him to the vessel, which, 
according to previous agreement witn the master, was instantly 
to set sail 
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1!lus demowto desigD iroiiid probably h»v6 nteoeoded, bnt 
for the raratms bdmg diseoreied ia tiior lorkuig-plaoe bj && 
Geoi|» Staunton and Bntiet, in thdr accidental walk from the 
Gainra Gove towards the maiue. Finding himeelf detected, and 
at the eame time observing that the emvant carried a caske^ 
or atrmig-boz, Donar^ conoaived that both hb prise and his 
vicrims were witbin his poww, and attacked the travellers witii- 
ont heritation. Shots wme fired and swords drawn on both 
sides ; ^ George Stanuton offered the bravest lesii^anoe, till 
he Mi, as there was too mudi reason to believe, by the hand of 
a s<Hi w long sought, and now at lengto so mohappiljr met 

While Butler was half-stunned with this intolligenoe, the 
hoarse voice of Enookdunder added to his consternation — 
‘I will take the lipert^ to take down the p^-ropes, Mr. 
Pntler, as I most pe taking order to hang these idle people up 
to-morrow morning, to teach them more consideration in their 
doings in future.' 

Butler entm^ him to remember the act abolishing the 
heritable jurisdictions, and that he ought to send them to 
Glasgow or Inverary, to be tried by the circuit. 

Buncmi scorned the proposal. 

‘ Ihe Jurisdiction Act,’ ne said, ‘ had nothing to do put with 
the rebels, and cpeouJly not with Argyle’s oountij ; and he would 
hang the men up all three in one row before coot Leddy 
Staunton’s windows, which would be a crest comfort to her in 
the morning to see that the coot gentleman, her husband, had 
been suitably afeiged.’ 

And the utmost length that Butler’s most earnest entreatiM 
could prevail was, thaS he would reserve ‘ the twa pig carles 
for the circuit, but as for him they oa’d the Fustier, he should 
try how he could fostle in a swinging tow, for it suldna be said 
tirat a shentlema^ firiend to the Duke, was killed in his country, 
and his pe<^le didna teke at least twa lives for ane.’ 

Butler entreated him to spare the victim for his soul’s sake. 
But Enockdimder answered ‘Hist the soul of such a scum had 
bear long the tefo’s property, and that. Cot tam ! he was deter- 
mined to the tefill^ dn&’ 

All persuasion was in vain, and Duncan issued his mwdate 
for ezecnrion on the succeeding morning. The child of gudt and 
misery was separated from his oompuiiot^ strongly pini<me<it 
mid ommnbtoa to a se^Mrato room, of whidi the Ci^tain k^ 
the key. 

In the silence of the nighty however, Mrs. Butler atose^ 
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if poa^ble, to avertk at feast to delay, ttefetto wldoh 
hxtag over Mr sqihev, eroet^y if uptm otmTOCBUig mtA Mat, 
^ dumkl see any m his Muis uoagfat to bs^ tttnpn'. 
She had a master-key that opened every lode in tihe feohse ; 
and at midn^t, when all was st^ dm stood b^«e tiie eyes 
the astoiiimed young savage, an hard bound with OMnfe, he 
lay, like a she^ designed for slaugbtw, nMn a quantity of the 
flax which filled a oomer in the apartment. Amid 
features sun-burnt, tawny, grimed with dirt, and obsoured by 
his shaggy hair of a rusteof black colour, Jeanie tried in vain 
to trace we likeness of either of his very handsome parents. 
Yet how could die refuse oompasdon to a. creature so young 
and so wretched — so mudi more wretched than ev^ he him- 
self could be aware of, since the murder he had too probdily 
committed with his own hand, but in which he had at miy rate 
participated, weus in fiwt a parricide. She placed food on a 
table near him, rai^ him, and sladred the cords on his arms, 
so as to Mrmit him to feed himself He stretched out his 
hands, stiu smeared with blood, perhaps that of his fiidher, and 
he ate voraciously and in silence. 

‘ What is your first name 1 ’ said Jeanie, by way of opening 
the conversation. 

‘ The WhistJer.’ 

‘ But your Christian name, by which you were baptised t ’ 

‘ 1 never was baptised that 1 know o£ I have n6 other name 
than the Whistler.^ 

‘ Poor unhappy abandoned lad ! ’ said Jeanie. ‘ What woidd 
ye do ^ you could escape fit>m this place, and the death you are 
to die to-morrow morning 1 ’ 

‘Join wi’ Rob Boy, or wi’ Sergeant More Cameron (noted 
feeebMters at tj^t tme), and revenge Donaoha’s death on ail 
and sundry.’ 

‘ 0, ye unfairopy boy,’ said Jeanie, ‘do ye ken what will come 
o’ ye when ye die 1 ’ 

‘ I shidi neither feri canid nor hunger more,’ said the youth, 

him be execute in this dreadfed state of mind would 
be to destroy baith body and soul, and to let him gang I dare 
not : what wm be done t But he is my risto’s son — my own 
"’^D^new — our flesh and Uood; and his hands and feet me ymked 
as ti|^ as cords can be draim. Whistfer, do the oordi hnrt 
your 

^ Very mack’ 
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if I to daoibeai tiieia, ym would ham me t ’ 

‘ No, I would not ; Tim noTW hamed me or mine.’ 

* Th^ may be good in him vet’ thoiu^t Jennie: ‘Iwilltaiy 
&ir nky with him? 

She cat his bonda He stood upright, looked round with a 
laiigh of wild erultarion, clapped his himds timether, and mrung 
from the mund, as if in trsm^rt on finding nimself at liberty. 
He looked so wdd that Jeonie trembled at what she had done. 

‘ Let me out,’ said the young savaga 

* I wunna uuess you promise ’ 

‘ Then I ’u make you glad to let us both out’ 

He seized the lighted candle and tiirew it among the flax, 
which was instantly in a fiama Jeonie screamed, and nm out 
of the room ; the prisoner rushed past her, threw open a window 
in the passage, jumped into the garaen, sprang over its indosure, 
bounded through the woods Ime a deer, and gained the sea* 
diora Meantime, the fire was extinraisned ; but the prisoner 
was sought in vain. As Jeonie kept ner own secreh the share 
she had m his escape was not disoove^ ; but ^ey learned his 
&ite some time afterwards : it was as wild as his life had hitherto 
been. 

The anzious inquiries of Bader at length learned that the 
youth had gained the ship in which his master, Donadba, had de- 
signed to embark. But the aTaricious shipmaster, inurdl by bis 
e'm trade to eveiy species of treachery, and disappointed of the 
ridi booty which Donaolm had propose to bring aboard, sMured 
the person of the fugitive, and having transported him to 
America, sold him as a slave, or indented rorvant, to a Vimnian 
planter ^ up the country. When these tidings reached Butler, 
he sent ovm: to America a sufficient sum to redeem the lad 
fi»m slaveiy, with instructions that measures should be taken 
for improving his mind, restraining his evil propensities, and 
encouraging whatever good might appear in his character. But 
his aid came too^ lata The young man had headed a con- 
imiiaOT in which his inhuman master was put to death, and had 
thm ned to the next tribe of wild Indiana He was never more 
heard of; and it may therefore be presumed that he lived and 
ffied after the manner of that savage people; with whom his 
previous habits had well fitted him to associata ^ 

All himm of the young man’s rdbrmation being now ended, 
Mr. and Mra Butler thought it could serve no purpose to 
explain to Lady Staunton a history so foil of horror. She 
remained their guest mote than a year, daring the greater part 
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ot whkk ]^od her grief was exoessiTa In the latter months, 
itassiimed ihe appearaim of listieBsness and low apirite, vhieh 
the monotony oi her sister’s quiet estabUshment afforded no 
means of dissipating* Effie^ from her earliest youth, was never 
formed for a ouiet low content Fcur different from her sister^ 
she required^ me dissipation of societjr to divert her sorrow or 
enhance her joy. She left the seclusion of Enocktarlitie with 
tears of sincere affection, and after heaping its inmates with all 
she could think of that might be valuable in their eyes. But 
she did leave it ; and when the anguish of the parting was over 
her departure was a relief to both sisters. 

The fomily at the manse of Knooktarlitie, in their own quiet 
happiness, heard of the well-dowered and beautiful Lady Staunton 
resuming her place in the fashionable world. They learned it 
by more subs^tial ptoofs, for David received a commission : 
and as the militanr spirit of Bible Butler seemed to have revived 
in him, his good behaviour qualified the envy of five hundred 
youn^ Highland cadets, ‘come of good houses,’ who were 
astonished at the rapidity of his promotion. Eeuben followed 
the law, and rose more slowly, yet surely. Euphemia Butler, 
whose fortune, augmented by her aunt’s generosity, and addea 
to her own beauty, rendered her no small prize, married a High- 
land laird, who never asked the name of her grandfather, and 
was loaded on the occasion with presents from Lady Stauntom 
which made her the envy of all the beauties in Dunbarton ana 
ArCTle-shires. 

After blazing nearlv ten years in the foshionable world, and 
hiding, like many of her compeers, an aching heart with a gay 
demeanour, after declining repeated offers of the most re- 
qiectable ^d for a s^ond matrimonial engagement. Lady 
^unton betrajred the inward wound by retiring to the Con- 
tinent and taking up her abode in the convent where she had 
received her education. She never took the veil, but lived and 


died in severe seclusion, and in the practice of the Roman Cath- 
olic reHgion, in all its formal observance^ vigils, and austerities. 

Jeanie had so much of her fother’s spirit as to sorrow bitterly 
for tiiis apostacy, and Butler ioined in her regret ‘ Yet any 
religion, however imperfect,’ ne saic^ ‘was better than cold 
scepticism, or the hurrying din of dissipation, which fills the 
ears of worldlings, until they care for none of these things.’ 

Meanwhile, Imnpy in each other, in the prosperity of their 
fondly, and the love and honour of all who knew mem, this 
simple pair lived beloved and died lamented. 
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tale ii91 not be told in Tain, if it dtaU be 
hmti to illnetiete tile gmt toitii that guilty though it may 
attain temnonti iplemicm, can never ocmfer real fiappiaess ; 
that the evu eonsequmioes of oar eiiinee longsarvive their com- 
misfflon^ and, Hhe the ^oete of tiie murdered, for ever haunt 
the 8t<^ (n the malemctor ; and that the paths of virtue, 
though eeUbm those of worhUy greatnesa, are alvrays those of 
pleaf^tiiese and peace. 


VEnm^, by Jedsduh CLUisaBomAJi 

Thus oonoludeth the Tale of The Heart qf MiMhum^ which 
hath filled more pages than 1 opin^ The Heart of Mid- 
lothian is now no more, or rather it is transferred to the 
extreme side of the city, even as the Sieur Jean Baptiste 
Poquelib hath it^ in his pleasant comedy called Le Midecin 
Malgri lui^ where the simulated doctor wittily replieth to a 
charge, that he had placed the heart on the ri^t side instead 
of tile left> “ Cela iUmt auitr^m ainsit mais nous awns changd 
tout oeia'* Of which witty speech, if any reader shall demand 
the purport, I have only to respond, that I teach the French as 
weB as the classical tongues, at the easy rate of five shillings 
per quarter as m^ advertisements are periodiccdly making 
known to the pubhc. 
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Nora 1. — * Bib Waltbb Scott’s Rblatzonb with ths Qdakbbs, p. zflll 

It l 0 an old proverb, that ’ many a true word !■ spoken In jest** The 
existence of Walter Scott, third son of Sir William Scott of Harden, is in> 
structed, as it is called, by a charter under the great seal, * Domino WllUelmo 
Scott de Harden mlllti, et Waltero Scott suo fllio legltlmo tertlo genito, 
terrarum de Boberton**^ The munificent old gentleman left all his four 
sons considerable estates, and settled those of Bllrlg and Baebum, together 
with valuable possessions around Lessuden, upon Walter, his third son, who 
is ancestor of the Scotts of Baeburn, and of the Author of Wwerley, He 
appears to have become a convert to the doctrine of the Quakers, or Friends, 
and a great assertor of their peculiar tmieta. This was probably at the time 
when George Fox, the celebrated apostle of the sect, made an expedition into 
the south of Scotland about 1667, on which occasion he boasts that, *as he 
first set his horse’s feet upon Scottish ground, he felt the seed of grace to 
sparkle about him like Innumerable sparks of fire.’ Upon the same occasion, 
probably. Sir Gideon Scott of Highchester, second son of Sir William, im- 
mediate elder brother of Walter, and ancestor of the Author’s friend and 
kinsman, the present representative of the family of Harden, also embraced 
the tenets of Quakerism. This last convert, Gideon, entered into a contro- 
versy with the Bev. James Kirkton, author of the Secret and True Bieiory 
cf the Church of Scotland, which is noticed by my ingenions friend, Mr. 
Charles Kirkpatrick Sharpe, in his valuable and curious edition of that 
work, 4 to, 1817. Sir William Scott, eldest of the brothers, remained, amid 
the defection of his two younger brethren, an orthodox member of the 
Presbyterian Church, and used such means for reclaiming Walter of Bao- 
bum from his heresy as savoured far more of persecution than persuasion. 
In this he was assisted by MacDougal of BiaAerston, brother to Isabella 
MacDougal, the wife of the said Walter, and who, like her husband, had 
conformed to the Quaker tenets. 

The interest possessed by Sir William Scott and Makerston was powerful 
enough to procure the two following acts of the Privy Council of Sc ot land, 
directed against Walter of Baebum as an heretic and convert to Quakerisnl, 
appointing him to be imprisoned first in Edinburgh jail, and then in that 
of Jedburgh ; and his children to be taken by force from the society and 
direction of their parents, and educated at a distance from them, besides 
the assignment of a sum for their maintenance sufficient in those tfanes to 
be burdensome to a moderate ScotUSh estate ; •— 

< Ipnd Xdin. vigedsu) Junii 1608. 

< The liords of his Mage8ty*s Privy Council havtng receave d InfonnatleB 
that Scott of Baeburn, and IsobelMackdougall, Ids wlfs;,fMnglnfisetsdw<ltlt 
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tlM mot of Qnokoriiiiit doe esdetTour to breld and traino np Willlain* 
Walter, and looOol Bcotta, tlieir ohlldrai. In tlio fame proteoalon, doe tfiere- 
lore i^TO order and command to Sir William Scott of Harden, tlie said 
Baeinim*i brotber, to aeperat and take awax the aalda cblldren from tlie 
caetody and aoclety of tbe aalda parenta, and to cauae edncat and bring 
them op In bla owne honae, or any other conTenient place, and ordalnea 
lettera to be direct at the aaid Sir Wllllam*a Inatance agalnat Eaebnm, for 
a maintenance to the aalda children, and that the aaid Sir Wm. giye ane 
account of hla diligence with all conyenlency.' 

0«h Jidy 1606. 

* Anent a petition preaented be Sir Wm. Scott of Harden, for himaelf and 
In name and behalf of the three children of Walter Scott of Baebnm, hia 
brother, ahowing that the Lorda of Conncill, by ane act of the 22d day 
of Junil 1665, did grant power and warrand to the petitioner to aeparat and 
take away Eaebarn*a children from hia family and education, and to breed 
them In aome convenient place, where they might be free from all infection 
In their younger yeara from the principalla of Quakeriam, and, for mainte- 
nance of the aalda children, did ordain lettera to be direct against Baebum ; 
and, aeeing the petitioner, in obedience to the said order, did take away the 
aaida children, being two aonnea and a daughter, and after some painea taken 
upon them in hia owne family, hea sent them to the city of Glasgow, to be 
brmtd at achoolea, and there to be principled with the knowledge of the true 
religion, and that it is necessary the Councill determine what shall be the 
maintenance for which Raeburn’s ^ree children may be charged, as likewise 
that Raeburn himaelf, being now in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, where he dayley 
Conyerses with all the Quakers who are prisoners there, and others who daily 
resort to them, whereby he is hardened in his pernitioua opinions and 
principles, without all hope of recovery, unlesse he be aeparat from such per- 
nitious company, humbly therefore, deayring that the Councell might deter- 
mine upon the soume of money to be payed be Raeburn, for the education of 
his children, to the petitioner, who will be countable therefor ; and that, in 
order to hla conversion, the place of his imprisonment may be changed. The 
Lords of hia Idaj. Privy Councell, having at length heard and considered 
the foresald petition, doe modifle the soume of two thousand pounds Scots 
to be payed yearly at the terms of Whitsunday be the said Walter Scott of 
Raeburn, fu^ of his estate, to the petitioner, for the entertainment and 
education of the said children, beghining the first termes payment thereof 
at Whitsunday last for the half year preceding, and so furth yearly, at the 
said terms of Whitsunday in tym comeing till furder orders ; and ordalnea 
the^aaid Walter Scott of Raeburn to be transported from the tolbooth of 
BkUnburgh to the prison of Jedburgh, where his friends and others may have 
occasion to convert him. And to the eifect he may be secured from the prac- 
tice of other Quakers, the aaid Lords doe hereby discharge the magistrates 
of Jedburgh to suffer any persons suspect of these principles to have access 
to him ; and in case any contraveen, that they secure ther persons till they 
be therfore puneist ; and ordaines letters to be direct helrupon in form, as 
effeirs.’ 

Both the sons thus harshly s^Hurated from tiielr father proved good 
scholara The eldest, William, who carried on the line of Raeburn, was, like 
his father, a deep Orientalist ; the younger, Walter, became a good classical 
scholar, a great friend and correspondeDt of the celebrated Dr. Pitcairn, and 
a Jacobite so distinguished for seal that he made a vow never to shave his 
beard till the restoration of the exiled family. This last Walter Scott was 
the Author’s great-grandfhther. 

There is yet another link betwixt the Author and the simple-minded and 
exeelimit Society of 7riends» throuih n proselyte oi much more iia^^ortanee 
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Hum Walter Scott of BaelmnL The ceWbrated Jolm Swtaton of Swlntoa, 
xbcth baron In deocent of that ancient and once powerful family, waa, 
with Sir WUllam Lockhart of lioe, the perm whom Cromwell idiiefty tmated 
in the management of the Scottieh affaire during hia ueurpatlon. After the 
Reetoration, Swlnton waa demoted aa a Tlctim to the new order of tidnga. 
and waa brouid^t down In the same reeael which conveyed the Mar^ttla of 
Argyle to Bkltnhurgh, where that nobleman waa tried and executed* Swln- 
>ton wae deetined to the aame fate. He had asaumed the habit and entwed 
Into the Bociety of the Quakera, and appeared aa one of their number be- 
fore the Parliament of Scotland. He renounced all legal defence, though 
several pleas were open to him, and answered, In conformity to the prin- 
ciples of his sect, that at the time these crimes were Imputed to him ha 
was In the gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity ; but that Ood Almighty 
having since called him to the light, he saw and acknowledged these errors, 
and did not refuse to pay the forfeit of them, even though, in the Judg- 
ment of the Parliament, it should extend to life itself. 

Respect to fallen greatness, and to the patience and calm resignation with 
which a man once in high power expressed himself under such a change of 
foirtune, found Swinton friends ; family connexions, and some interested con- 
siderations of Middleton, the Commissioner, Joined to procure his safety, and 
he was dismissed, but after a long imprisonment, and much dilapidation of 
his estates. It Is said that Swlnton’s admonitions, while confined in the 
Castle of Edinburgh, had a considerable share in converting to the tenets of 
the Friends Colonel David Barclay, then lying there in the garrison. This waa 
the father of Robert Barclay, author of the celebrated ApoZopy for the Quahoro, 
It may be observed among the inconsistencies of human nature, that Ktrkton, 
Wodrow, and other Presbyterian authors, who have detailed the sufferings of 
their own sect for nonconformity with the established church, cmisure the 
government of the time for not exerting the civil power against the peaceful 
enthusiasts we have treated of, and some express particular chagrin at the 
escape of Swinton. Whatever might be hls motives for assuming the tenets 
of the Friends, the old man retained them faithfully till the cloae of hia 
life. 

Jean Swinton, grand-daughter of Sir John Swinton, son of Judge Swin- 
ton, as the Quaker was usually termed, was mother of Anne Rutherford, 
the Author’s mother. 

And thus, as in the play of the AnU-JocoMa, the ghoat of the Author's 
grandmother having arisen to speak the Epilogue, it is full time to conclude, 
lest the reader should remonstrate that his desire to know the Author of 
Waverley never included a wish to be acquainted with hia whole ancestry. 


Nora 2. — Edinbuboh City Guabd, p. 25 

The Lord Provost was ex-offlclo commander and colonel of the corps, 
which might be increased to three hundred men when the times requl^ 
it. No other drum but theirs was allowed to sound on the Hig^ Street 
between the Luckenbooths and the Netherbow, 


Nora 8. — Last Mabck op thp Cm Guiio, p. 26 

This ancient corps is now entirely disbanded. Their last march todo duty 
at Hallow Fair bad something in it affecting. Their drums and fifes had 
been wont on better days to play, on this Joyous occasion, the lipsly tmie of 

* Jodkey to the fidr * ; 

bat on this final occasion the afflicted veterans moved slowly to SksdRse oC 
iMd thM I caam owac thi 
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NOVB 4— Tn Ksiiirai'B YoiCMtf p. 82 

Tkm if « trsdltioii tliat, wliilf m little ftreem wae e wollep Sato A tomat 
Ijf reeeat i^owere, tiie diecoateated rolce of t|ie Water Spirit WM lietrd 
to proadoace theae words. At tbe auae momeat a man, arged on by Ills 
or, la Scottish laagaage, ^ fey,* arrived at a gallop, and prepared to 
cross ^e water. No reaionstraoee from the bystanders was of power to 
Stop hlai ; he phtaged Into the stream, and perlidied. 


Nora 5. Bnglish Tbanslatiok or * Pobta,* etc. p. 62 

Wide ii the fronting gefea, end, ndaed on high, 

With adaniMitffio oohmmi threat! the tiqr ; 

Tain la tiie feroe sna, and Seeven *• aa eahi, 

So omah the pfllara nhloh the pile anatatn, 

Swhttme on theae a toarer of iteel la rear’d. 

Dssmai’a Tirpa, Book TL 


Nora 6 . — JouBNaTMaN HacwaNxcs, p. 57 

A near relation of the Author’s used to tell of haring been stopped by 
the rioters and escorted home in the manner described. On reaching her 
own home, one of her attendants, la appearance a * baxter,* i. e. a baker’s lad, 
handed her out of her chair, and took leare with a bow, which, in the lady’s 
oplniott, argued breeding that could hardly be learned at the oven’s mouth. 


Non 7. — THi Ojjd Tolbooth, p. 59 

The ancient tolbooth of Bdinburgh, situated as described in chapter 
▼1., was built by the citiaens in 1661, and destined for the accommodation 
of ParHament, as well as of the Conrte of Justice, and at the same 
toe for the con&aement of prleonera for debt,or onerlminal charges. Since 
the year 1640, when the present Parliament House was erected, the tolbooth 
was occupied as a prison only, ^llooaay and dismal as It was, tiie situation 
la the centre of the High Stre^ rendered it eo particularly welHilred, that 
whmi the plague laid waste the dty In 1645, It affected none within theee 
melantoly precincts. 13ie tolbooth was removed, with the mass of Imlidlngs 
In which it was incorporated, in the autumn of the year 1817. At that time 
the kindness of his old schoolfellow and friend, Robert Johnstone, Bsquire, 
then Dean of QuRd of tbe city, with the liberal acquiescence of the persons 
who had contracted for the work, procured for the Author of Waverleu the 
stonee which cosaposed the gateway,4ogether with thedoor, and ite ponderous 
faetenings, whichhe emplo^ indeooratlng the entraaceof his kitchen-court 
at Ahbgasfard. * To anch bate oiaces may we return ! ’ The application of 
theee relics of the Heart of Midlothian to serve as the poetem gate to a 
court of modem offices may be justly ridiculed as whimsical ; hut yet it is 
not without Interest that we see the gateway through which so much of the 
stormy politics of a rude age, and the vice and mieery of later times, had 
found their .pasmge, now occupied In the eervice of rural economy. Last 
year, to eoanplete to tonge, a tosMIt was pleased to hutid her nest within 
to lo^ ef to totootii, a strong temptatlofi to have committed a sminet, 
Imiditilte Anther, like Tony Lumpkin, been In a coooatenatlott aooordlxigly. 

It Is worth mentioning that an act of bmedcence celebrated the demoli- 
tion of tbe Heart of Midlothian. A snhecrlptlon, raised and applied by to 
maglfiyate ^ahove^ioentloned, procured to manutptol on of of 
to nufortunate debtors confined In to old htH. so that tore were few or 
none transferred to to new place of conUnsHwiift . 
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UofM 8.^0Bn ite&Bt w G*mDi MnQiii»9>6S 

The foUowliig IntmitUigaiid anthenttc aeewMit ef tWtfgi 
down Oonattl littoda.«flalr>«f tte ForteoiMMotiM^ to liAoo»booittewa 
npbFtHoSolk^^OiMna. Vteoaoo wMlMMla27S7by€lHute 
Boq* 

I ow« ibUi eorioQo illuotratlon to tlio klnflnoM of « profoiiteaol Mootf* 
It liideod» Uttlo light oa tho origin of tho tumult ; but ohowo how 

profound the dnekneM moot hare boon* which oo much Infootlgnttoa ooitld 
not dispel. 

* Upon the 7th of September loot, n^en the nahoppgr wkM mnrdor of 
Captain Porteno was committed, bis Majesty's Adroeato and Solicitor were 
out of h>wn, the first bejond Ineemeos and the otiter in Anaandale, not far 
from Carlyle ; neither of them knew anything of the reprtoee, nor did they 
In the least snspect that any disorder was to happen. 

* When the disorder happened, the magistrates and other persons eon* 
cemed in the managemmit of the town, seemed to be all stmek of a heap ; 
and whether, from the great terror that had seised all the Inhabitants, tiuw 
thought one immediate enquiry would be fruitless, or whether being a direct 
insult upon the inrerogatiTe of the crown, they did not care rashly to intmr* 
meddle — but no proceedings was bad bJ them. Only, soon after, ane ex* 
press was sent to bis Bfajestie*s Solicitor, who came to town as soon as was 
possible for him ; but, in the meantime, ihe persons who bad been most 
guilty had either run off, or, at least, kept timmselres upon the wing until 
they idiould see what steps were Ukm iij the Government 

* When the Solicitor arrived, he perceived the whole lahabitante under a 
consternation. He had no materials fumiahed hhn ; nay, the inhabitants 
were so much afraid of b^ng reputed inlonners, that very few people bad 
•0 much as the courage to dpeak witii him on Qie streets. However, hav- 
ing received her Maiestie’s orders, by a letter from the lioke of Neweaatle, 
he resolved to sett about the matter in eameetand entered upon ane en- 
quiry, gropelng in the dark. He had no asaistanoe from dhe maidsteates 
worth mentioning, but called witness after witneee in the prtvatest manner 
before himself In his own houses and for aix weeks thne, from morning to 
evening, went on in the enquiry wlGiout taking the least diversion, or 
turnittg his thoughts to any other business. 

* He tried at first what he could do by declaratioBS, by ^gag^wg — < 1 * — y , 
so that those who told the truth sboiMd never be discovered ; nmde use of 
no clerk, but wrote ail the declarations with his own hand, to enconrage 
them to w^ak out After all, for oome time, he could get nothimg but enda 
of stories, which, when pursued, broke off ; and ^ose who appeared and 
knew anything of the matter were und^ the utmost terror lest it should 
take air that they had mentioned any one man aa guilty. 

* Ihirlng the eouree of the enquiry, the run of the town, whldi wnajAreng 
for thevilianous aetore, begun to alter a little, and when theyaaw Ihe Hlag*s 
aervants la eameet to do their best, the generality, wbo before had sp^ 
very warmly in defence of the wickednees, began to be aUent, and at that 
period mesPB of the criminals began to abscond. 

* At length the enquiry began to open a little, and the Solllcitor warn under 
some difficulty bow to pioeeed. He very well aaw that the first wacrand 
that waa issued out would start the whole gang ; and as he had notecsse at 
any of the most notorious offenders, be was unwilling, upon the sUidtt evl^ 
dmioe he had, to begin. However, upon notice given him by Gensrait Hoyle 
that one Ki^ a butcher in the C aa o nga t e, had boasted in peesenee 
Bridget Knell, a soldier’s wife, the morning after Captain Portsns wae 
hanged, that he had a vary active hand In the mob, a wamnd was Issnsd 
out, and King was a^EUohended and imprlaoned in the Canongate Tolhooth. 

* This obliged the SolUcitor immediately to take up those against whom 
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^ luid aaf Inlormatloii* Bj a itgBad dec1aratioii« William Stirling, ap- 
prentice to Jantee Stlrllai^ merdiaiit In Bdlalmrgli, waa charged as har^^ 
been at the Nether-Bow, alter the gates were hhiitt, with a Loehaher ax, 
or halbert, Is hla hand, and hayelag begun a huaia, marched upon the head 
of the mob towards the Guard. 

* James Braldwood, son to a caiidlmnaker in town, was, by a signed decla- 
ration, charged as hsTeing been at the Tolbooth do<w, glre^ directions to 
the mob about setting fire to the door, and that the mob named him by his 
name, and asked his advice. 

* By another declaration, one Stoddart, a journeyman smith, was charged 
of haveing boasted publickly, in a smith's shop at Leith, that he had assisted 
in breaking open the Tolbooth door. 

* Peter Traill, a journeyman wrIght, by one of the declarations, was also 
accused of havelng lockt the Nether-Bow Port when it was shutt by the mob. 

* His Majestle's Sollidtor haying these informations, imployed prlyately 
such persons as he could best rely on, and the truth was, there were very few 
In whom he could repose conlldence. But he was. Indeed, faithfully served 
by one Webster, a soldier In the Welsh fusileers, recommended him by 
Lieutenant Alshton, who, with very great address, informed himself, and 
really run some risQue In getting his Information, concerning the places 
where the persons informed against used to haunt, and how they might be 
seised. In consequence of which, a party of the Guard from the Canongate 
was agreed on to march up at a certain hour, when a message should be sent. 
The Sollidtor wrote a letter and gave it to one of the town officers, ordered 
to attffikd Captain Maitland, one of the town Captains, promoted to that 
command since the unhappy accident, who. Indeed, was extremely diligent 
and active throughout the whole ; and havelng got Stirling and Braldwood 
apprehended, dispatched the officer with the letter to the military in the 
Canongate, who immediately begun their march, and by the time the Sollic- 
Itor had half examined the said two persons in the Burrow-room, where the 
magistrates were present, a party of fifty men, drums beating, marched into 
the Parliament close, and drew up, which was the first tiling that struck a 
terror, and from that time forward the insolence was succeeded by fear. 

* Stirling and Braldwood were immediately sent to the Castle and im- 
prisoned. That same nifl^t, Stoddart, the smith, was seised, and he was 
committed to the Castle also, as was likewise Traill, the journeyman wright^ 
who were all severally examined, and denyed the least accession. 

* In the meantime, the enquiry was going on, and it havelng cast up la one 
of the declarations, that a hump'd-backed creature marched with a gun as one 
of the guards to Porteus when he went up to the Lawn Markett, the person 
who emitted this declaration was employed to walk the streets to see if he 
could find him out ; at last he came to the Bollicitor and told him he had 
found him, and that he was in a certain house. Whereupon a warrand was 
Issued out against him, and he was apprehended and sent to the Castle, and 
he proved to be one Blmle, a helper to the Countess of Weemys's coachman. 

* Thereafter, ane information was given in against William M'Lauchlan, 
ffootman to the said Countess, he havelng been very active in the mob ; ffor 
sbme time he kept himself out of the way, but at last he was apprehended 
and likewise committed to the Castle. 

* And these were all the prisoners who were putt under confinement In 
that place. 

* There were other persons imprisoned in the Tolbooth of Bdinburgh, and 
severans against whom warrands were Issued, but could not be appr^ended^ 
whose names and cases Miall afterwards be more particularly taken notice of. 

* The ffrlends of Stirling made an application to the Bari of Islay, Jjord 
Justlce-Generall, setting forth, that he was seised with a bloody ffiux ; that 
his life was In danger ; and that upon ane examination of witnesses whose 
names were given it would appear to conviction that he had not the least 
access to any c< the rtotous proceedings cC that wkteid moh. 
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* ThiM petltlea wms by hit Lord^ip pn^ In the heitde of hS« 

SoUieltor, who ezendned the wi te e ee wi ; aad by th^r teettmoiilet It a^poitfod 
thet theyoimtmaA, whowasnotabOTeeli^teeiiyeeniof ««e»w«»1^tsl|^ 
in eoflBiMuiy with aboat half a doaeii coiiipaiiloiii,tii a public hoaee la StepMO 
Law's close, near the back of the Oaard, where they all remained imtill the 
noise came to the house that the mob had shat the cates and seised the 
Guard, upon which the company broke up, and he and one of his companhms 
went towards his master's house ; and, In theeourseof theattereiamlnatlonf 
there was a witness who declared, nay. Indeed swore — for the Solllcitor, ^ 
this time, saw It necessary to put Giose he examined upon oath — that he met 
him [Stirling] after he enter^ Into tiiie alley where his master llyes, going 
towards his house ; and another witness, fellow-prentice with Stirling, de- 
clares, that after the mob had seised the Guard, he went home, where he 
found Stirling before him ; and that his master lockt the door, and kept 
them both at home till after twelTC at night : upon weighing of which testi- 
monies, and upon consideration had, that he was charg^ by the deelaratloB 
only of one person, who really did not appear to be a witness of the greatest 
weight, and that hie life was in danger from the Imprisonment, he was admitted 
to balll by the Lord Juetice-Generall, by whose warrand he was committed. 

* Braldwood’s friends applyed in the same manner ; but as he stood 
charged by more than one witness, he was not released — tho', indeed, the 
witnesses adduced for him say somewhat in his exculpation — that he does 
not seem to have been upon any original concert ; and one of the witnesses 
says he was along with him at the Tolbooth door, and refuses what is said 
against him, with regard to his hsTing advised the burning of the Tolbooth 
door. But he remains still in prison. 

' As to Traill, the journeyman wright, he is charged by the same witness 
who declared against Stirling, and there is none concurrs with him ; and to 
say the truth concerning him, he seemed to be the most ingenuous of any of 
them whom the Solicitor examined, and pointed out a witness by whom one 
of the first accomplices was discovered, and who escaped when the warrand 
was to be putt in execution against them. He positively denys bis having 
shutt the gate, and 't is thought Traill ought to be admitted to balll. 

* As to Bimie, he is charged only by one witness, who had never seen 
him before, nor knew his name ; so, tho* I dare say the witness honestly 
mentioned him, 'tie possible he may be mistaken ; and in the examination 
of above 200 witnesses, there is no body concurrs with him, and he is ana 
insignificant little creature. 

* With regard to H'Lauchlan, the proof is strong against him by one wit- 
ness, that be acted as a serjeant or sort of commander, for some time, of a 
Guard that stood cross between the upper end of the Luckenbootbs and the 
north side of the street, to stop all but friends from going towards the Tol- 
booth ; and by other witnesses, that be was at the Tolbooth door with a link 
in his hand, while the operation of beating and burning it was going on ; 
that he went along with the mob, with a halbert in his hand, untill he came 
to the gallows-stone in the Grassmarket, and that be stuck the halbert into 
the hole of the gallows-stone ; that afterwards be went in amongst the mob 
when Optain Porteus was carried to the dyer's tree ; so that the proof 
seems very heavy against him. 

' To sum up this matter with regard to the prisoners in the Castle, *t is 
believed there Is strong proof against M'Lauchlan; there is also proof 
against Braidwood. But as it consists only in emission of words said to 
have been had by him while at the Tolbooth door, and that he is ane ihslg- 
nifleant pitifull creature, and will find people to swear heartily in his 
favours, 't is at best doubtfhll whether a jury will be got to condemn him. 

' As to those in the Tolbooth of Bdinburi^, John Crawford, who bad for 
some time been employed to ring the bells in the steeple of the new Church of 
Bdinburi^, being In company with a soldier acddentally, tko disoonrse fatl- 

iilg in concerning the Cktptato Porteus and his murder^ as he appsass to hOd 

TOLTXl— 'Bd 
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Uglit-litftded lie mid tluit Im Imw peoide that were mmet gotltj than 

any that ware putt In prteoa. Upon thle information, Crawford waa aeiied, 
and heittf eaaininod, it appeared that, when tiie mob beann, as he was come- 
Inf down from the steeple, the mob took the keys from him ; that he was 
that nifht in sereral comers, and did Indeed delate seeerall persons whom 
he mw there, and immediately warrands were deepened, and it was found 
they had absconded and fled. But there was no eridence afainst him of any 
kind. Nay, on the contrary, It appeared that he had been with the Magis- 
trates in Clerk’s, thoTintner’s, relating to them what he had seen In the streets. 
Tbmef ore, after hayeing detained him in prison Ifor a Tory considerable time, 
his Majestle’s Advocate and Bolllcltor signed a Warrand for his liberation. 

* There was also one James Wilson incarcerated in the said Tolbooth, 
upon the declaration of one witness, who said he saw him on the streets 
with a gun ; and there he remained for some time, in order to try If a con- 
curring witness could be found, or that he acted any part in the tragedy 
and wickedness. But nothing further appeared agi^st him; and being 
seised with a severe sickness, he is, by a warrand signed by his Majestie’s 
Advocate and Solllcltor, liberated upon glveing sufficient baill. 

* As to King, enquiry was made, and the ffact comes out beyond all excep- 
tion, that he was in the lodge at the Nether-Bow with Lindsay the waiter, 
and several other people, not at all concerned in the mob. But after the 
affair was over, he went up towards the guard, and having met with Sandie 
the Turk and his wife, who escaped out of prison, they returned to his house 
at the Abbey, and then ’tie very possible he may have thought fltt in his 
beer to boast of villany. In which he could not possibly have any share ; 
for that reason he was desired to find baill and he should be set at liberty. 
But he is a stranger and a fellow of very indifferent character, and *tis be- 
lieved it won’t be easy for him to find baill. Wherefore, it ’s thought he 
must be sett at liberty without it. Because he is a burden upon the Gk>v- 
ernment while kept in confinement, not being able to maintain himself. 

* What is above is all that relates to persons in custody. But there are 
warrands out against a great many other persons who had fled, particularly 
against one William White, a Journeyman baxter, who, by the evidence, 
a]H>car8 to have been at the beginning of the mob, and to have gone along 
with the drum, from the West-Port to the Nether-Bow, and is said to have 
been one of those who attacked the guard, and probably was as deep as any 
one there. 

* Information was given that he was lurking at Falkirk, where he was 
bom. Whereupon directions were sent to the Sheriff of the County, and a 
warrand from his Excellency Generali Wade to the commanding officers at 
Stirling and Linlltiigow, to assist, and all possible endeavours were used 
to catch hold of him, and *t is said he escaped very narrowly, having been 
concealed in some outhouse ; and the misfortune was, that those who were 
employed in the search did not know him personally. Nor, indeed, was it 
easy to trust any of the acquaintances of so low, obscure a fellow with the 
secret of the warrand to be putt in execution. 

* There was also strong evidence found against Bobert Taylor, servant 
to William and Charles Thomsmm, periwig-makers, that he acted as ane 
officer among the mob, and he was traced from the guard to the well at the 
head of Forrester’s Wynd, whmre he stood and had the appellation of 
tain from the mob, and from that walking down the Bow before Captain 
Porteus, with his Lochaber axe ; and by the description given of one who 
hawIM the rope by which Captain Porteus was pulled up, *tis believed 
Taylor was the person ; and *t is further probable that the witness who de- 
lated Sttrling had mistaken Taylor for him, their stature and age (so far 
as can be gathered from the description) being the same. 

* A great deal of pains were taken, and no charge was saved, in order to 
have catChed hold of tints Taylor, and warrands were sent to the countty 
where he was bom ; but it appears he had shlpt hims^ off fm: Holland^ 
where It is said he now Is. 
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* Him ft strong trldtiiet i3to mgalntt Thomci Bnmt, tliiit he 

wet ene ectiye perm from the beginiilns of tiie moh to the end of tt He 
Inrkt for tome time emongi^ tboee of hit trade ; and artfoliy enough a train 
wat laid to catch him, under itretence of a mettage that had come from hit 
father In Ireland, to that he came to a blind alehoute In the Fleeh-maiM 
clott, and a party being ready, wat by Webster the toldlmr, who wat upon 
this ccplolt, adrertited to come down. Howeyer, Bums etcaped out at a 
back window, and hid himtelf in tome of the houses which are heaped to- 
gether upon one another In that place, to that It wat not possible to catch 
him. *T It now said he it gone to Ireland to hit father, who llTct there^ 

* Thm it cTldence alto against one Robert Anderson, journeyman and 
serrant to Colin Alison, wrlght, and against Thomas Linnen and Jamee 
Maxwell, both tenrants also to the said Colin Alison, who all teem to hare been 
deeply concerned in the matter. Anderson Is one of those who putt the rope 
upon Captain Portent's neck. Linnen seems also to have been yery actiye : and 
Maxwell — which is pretty remarkable — it proven to have come to a shop upon 
the Friday before, and charged the journeymen and prentices there to attend 
in the Parliament close on Tuesday night, to assist to hang Captain Porteus. 
These three did early abscond, and though warrands had been issued out 
against them, and all endeavours used to apprehend them, could not be found. 

* One Waldie, a servant to George Campbell* wrlght, has also absconded, 
and many others, and *t is informed that numbers of them have shipt them- 
selves off ffor the Plantations ; and upon an information that a ship wat 
going off ffrom Glasgow, in which severall of the rogues were to transport 
themselves beyond seas, proper warrands were obtained, and persons dis- 
patched to search the said ship, and seise any that can be found. 

* The like warrands had been issued with regard to ships from Leith. 
But whether they had been scard, or whether the information had been 
groundless, they had no effect. 

^ This is a summary of the enquiry, ffrom which It appears there is no 
prooff on which one can rely, but against M'Lauchlan. There is a prooff 
also against Braidwood, but more exceptionable. 

* His Majestle’s Advocate, since he came to town, has join'd with the Sol- 
licltor, and has done his utmost to gett at the bottom of this matter, but 
hitherto it stands as is above represented. They are resolved to have their 
eyes and tbeir ears open, and to do what they can. But they laboured ex- 
ceedingly against the stream ; and it may truly be said that nothing was 
wanting on their part. Nor have they declined any labour to answer the 
commands laid upon them to search the matter to the bottom.' 


Ths POBTiODB Mob 

In chapters ii.-vii., the circumstances of that extraordinary riot and 
conspiracy, called the Porteous Mob, are given with as much accuracy as 
the Author was able to collect them. The order, regularity, and determined 
resolution with which such a violent action was devised and executed were 
only equalled by the secrecy which was observed concerning the principal 
actors. 

Although the fact was performed by torch-light, and in presence of a 
great multitude, to some of whom, at least, the individual actors must have 
been known, yet no discovery was ever made concerning any of the per- 
petrators of the slaughter. 

Two men only wm brought to trial for an offence which the govmnunent 
were so anxious to detect and punish. William M'Lauchlan, footman to the 
Countess of Wemyss, who is mentioned in the report of the BoUcitor-Qmieral 
(page 644), against whom strong evidence had been obtained, was brought to 
trial in March 1787, charged as having been accessory to the riot; armed 
With a Lochaber axe, But this man, who was at all times a sill|r mature^ 
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tlmt bemi omtAl latozlfifttfon aorhig tJiettaia liewmi 

p g e i a at wltli l«<ga|^t>to«P<tyfaif tti0m^t&tr<4vtee<>raait»^ 

or, ta4««d, of knoiHiig wb&t lio or tti«gr wero doiaff. Bo wao mUio oblo to 
proTO tiuit bo wma forcod Into tbo riot, mad opbold wbUo tboro bjr two bokero, 
wbo pat o Locbaber oxo tato bii baad. Tho jary, wltoly jadi^ thtai poor 
omtara could be ao proper eubjoct of pualebaient, Ibond ttie paaol * Mot 
goUty.* Tbo Mmo Tordiet woe ilrm ta tbo eaee of Thomoe TJaatag, oleo 
aieutkmod in the doilcltor*e memorial, wbo wae tried in 1788. In abort, 
aether tiien, nor for a long period afterwarde, wae anything diecorerod 
relating to the organieation of the Porteoae Plot. 

The imagination of the people of Skliabar^ wae long irritated, and their 
ourloeity kept awake, by the myetery attending thie extraordinary coneplr* 
acy. It wae generally reported of ench natiree of Bdinburgh ae, hoTiag 
left the city in youth, returned with a fortune amaoeed in foreign coun- 
triee, that they bad originally fled on account of their ehare in the Porteoue 
Mob. But little credit can be attached to theee eurmieee. ae in moet of the 
caeee they are contradicted by datee, and in none eupported by anything 
but Tague rumoure, grounded on the ordinary wieh of the vulgar to impute 
the eucceee of prosperoue men to eome unpleaeant eource. The eecret hie- 
tory of the Porteoue Mob hae been till ibis day unravelled ; and it hae al- 
way e been Quoted ae a cloee, daring, and calculated act of violence of a nature 
peculiarly characterietic of the Scottish people. 

Nevertheless, the Author, for a considerable time, nourished hopes to have 
found himself enabled to throw some light on this mysterious story. An old 
man, wbo died about twenty years ago, at the advanced age of ninety-three, 
was said to have made a communication to the clergyman who attended 
upon his death-bed, respecting tbe origin of the Porteous Mob. This person 
followed the trade of a carpenter, and had been employed as such on the 
estate of a family of opulence and condition. Hie character, in his line of 
life and amongst bis neighbours, was excellent, and never underwent the 
eliebteet suspicion. His confession wae eaid to have been to the following 
purpose : — That he wae one of twelve young men belonging to the village of 
Patbhead, whose animosity against Porteous, on account of the execution 
of Wilson, was so extreme that they resolved to execute vengeance on him 
with their own hands, rathm* than he should escape punishment With this 
resolution they crossed the Forth at different ferries, and rendesvoused at 
the suburb called Portsburgh, where their appearance in a body soon called 
numbers around them. The public mind was in such a state of irritation 
that it only wanted a single spark to create an explosion ; and Uils was 
afforded by the exertions of the small and determined band of associates. 
The appearance of premeditation and order which distinguished the riot, 
according to his account, had its origin, not in any previous plan or con- 
spiracy, but in the character of those who were engaged in it The story 
also serves to show why nothing of the origin of the riot has evmr been dis- 
covered, since, though in itself a great conflagration, its source, according 
to this account, was from an obscure and apparently inadequate cause. 

1 have been disappointed, however, In obtaining the evidence on whidi 
this story rests* The presmit proprietor of the estate on which the old man 
died <a particular frimid of the Autiior) undertook to question the son of the 
deceased on the subject. This person follows his father’s trade, and holds 
. theempioyment of carpentw to the samelSmily. Headmits that his father’d 
jioing abroad at the time of ^e Porteous Mob was popularly attributed to 
his having been concerned in that affair ; but adds that, so far as is known to 
him, the old man had never made any confession to that effect ; and, on the 
contrary, bad uniformly denied being present. My kind fries^ dier^oca, 
had recourse to a person from whom he had formerly heard the story ; bat 
who, sUher from respect to an old Briend’s memory, or from failure of hla 
own, hastened to havelOfiottiiB ihm; ever anch acomiBanicaliott wan made, 
Ho my ehUfiiig thstte 
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wiscompleteljffiMiM; aad «U tbat out ^ itSd witii Mpeet to til* laMl* 
tta IM, ttKt it entMif oBoe existed, end wms gramUy Mlefed, 

Non 9. — DulfBiSDncss, p. 78 

Doaibledikes, selected ss descrlptiye of the tscltani character ^ the 
Imaginary owner, la really the name of a house bordering on the Klng*s Fark, 
so called hecanae the late lCr.Braldwood,an inatmctor of the deaf and damh, 
resided there with his pupils. The situation of the real house is different 
from that assigned to the ideal mansion. 


Non 10. CoLLSOn Studbntb, p. 75 

Immediately previous to the Revolution, the students at the Bdinburgh 
College were violent anti-Cathollcs. They were strongly suspected of burn» 
Ing the house of Prleetfleld, belonging to the Lord Provost ; and certainly, 
were guilty of creating considerable riots in 1688-80. 


Non 11. — RBCOMMSNDATION to ABBOXICUbTUBS, p. 75 

The Author has been flattered by the assurance that this naive mode of 
recommending arboriculture — which was actually delivered In these very 
words by a Highland laird, while on his death-bed, to his son — had so much 
weight with a Scottish earl as to lead to his plantli^ a large tract of country. 


Non 12. — Cabsphabn John, p. 00 

John Semple, called Carspham John, because minister of the parish in 
Galloway so called, was a Presbyterian clergyman of singular piety and 
great seal, of whom Patrick Walker records the following passage : * That 
night after his wife died, he spent the whole ensuing night in prayer and 
meditation in his garden. The next morning, one of his elders coming to 
see him, and lamenting his great loss and want of rest, he replied, ** I de- 
clare I have not, all night, had one thought of the death of my wife, 1 have 
been so taken up in meditating on Heavenly things. I have been this night 
on the banks of Ulai, plucking an apple here and there.'* ' — Walker's Bs- 
markdble Piusagei of the Life and Death of Mr. John Semple. 


Notb 13. — Patbick Walkbb, p. 09 

This personage, whom it would be base Ingratitude in the Author to pass 
over without some notice, was by far the most sealous and faithful collector 
and recorder of the actions and opinions of the Cameronians. He resided, 
while stationary, at the Brlsto Port of Edinburgh, but was by trade an 
Itinerant merchant or pedlar, which profession he seems to have exercised 
in Ir^and as well as Britain. He composed biographical notices of Alex* 
ander Feden, John Semple, John Welw<^, and Richard Cameron, all mtii* 
isters of the Cameronian persuasion, to which the last-mentioned mmnber 
gave the name. 

It is from such tracts as these, writtmi In the sense, feeling, and spirit 
of the sect, and not from tiie sophisticated narratives of a later peHod, 
that the real character of the persecuted class is to be gathered. Walker 
writes with a simplicity which sometimes slides Into the burleegne# and 
so meti tt e s attains a tone of simple pathos, but always expressing the most 
daring confidence in his own correctness of creed and sentiments, sometimes 
with narrow-minded and dlsgosting bigotry. His tom for the marveBofos 



m NOTES TO THE HEART OF MIDLOTHIAN 


w»B0k^ot Iklf tiUMAadwet; but !• Uttterooiii toiloobt bterameltr 
c<me«raSiif wbatew he Quotes ou hie own knowledge. Hie email tracte 
now hrlag a rery high price, especially the earlier and aothenttc editions. 

The tirade ai^sinst dancing pronounced by Dayid Deans is, as intimated 
in the text, partly borrowed from Peter Walker. He notices, as a fool 
reproa^ upon the name of Richard Cameron, that his memory was Tltuper- 
ated * by pipers and fiddlers playing the Cameronlan march — carnal vain 
springs, which too many professors of religion dance to ; a practice unbecom- 
ing the professors of Christiaaity to dance to any spring, but somewhat more 
to thia Whatever,’ he proceed^ * be the many foul blots recorded of the 
saints in Scripture, none of them is charged with this regular fit of distraction. 
We find it has been practiaed by the wicked and profane, as the dancing at 
that brutish, base action of the calf-making ; and it had been good for that 
unhappy lass who danced off the head of John the Baptist, that she had 
been bom a cripple and never drawn a limb to her. Historians say that 
her sin was written upon her Judgment, who some time thereafter was danc- 
ing upon the lee and it broke and snapt the head off her : her head danced 
above and her feet beneath. There is ground to think and conclude that, 
when ti^e world’s wickedness was great, dancing at their marriages was 
practised ; but when the heavms above and the earth bmeath were let 
loose upon them with that overflowing flood, their mirth was soon staid ; and 
when the Lord in holy Justice rained fire and brimstone from heaven upon 
that wicked people and city Sodom, enjoying fulness of bread and idleness, 
their fiddle-strings and hands went ail in a flame ; and the whole people 
in thirty miles of length and ten of breadth, as historians say, were all made 
to fry in their skins ; and at the end, whoever are giving in marriages and 
dancing when all will go in a flame, they will quickly change their note. 

* I have often wondered thorow my life, how any, that ever knew what it 
was to bow a knee in earnest to pray, durst crook a hough to fyke and fling 
at a piper’s and fiddler’s springs. 1 bless the Lord that ordered my lot so In 
my dancing days, that made the fear of the bloody rope and bullets to my 
neck and head, the pain of boots, thumlkens, and irons, cold and hunger, 
wetness and weariness, to stop the lightness of my head and the wantonness 
of my feet. What the never-to-be-forgotten Man of God, John Knox, said 
to Queen BCary, when she gave him that sharp challenge, which would strike 
our mean-spirited, tongue-tacked ministers dumb for his giving public faith- 
ful warning of the danger of the church and nation, through her marrying 
the Dauphine of France, when he left her bubbling and greeting, and came 
to an outer court, where her Lady Maries were fyking and dancing, he said, 

brave ladies, a brave world, if it would last, and Heaven at the hinder end I 
But fye upon the knave Death, that will seise upon those bodies of yours ; 
and where will all your fiddling and flinging be then ?” Dancing being such 
a cmnmon evil, especially amongst young professors, that all the lovers of 
the Lord should hate, has caus^ me to insist the more upon it, especially 
that foolish spring the Cameronlan march ! * — Life and Death of three 
Famoue Worthiee, etc., by Peter Walker, 12mo, p. 59. 

It may be here observed, that some of the milder class of Cameronians 
made a distinction between the two sexes dancing separately, and allowed 
of it as a healthy and not unlawful exercise ; but when men and women 
mingled in sport, it was then called promieououe dancingf and c(»tsidered 
as a scandalous enormity. 

Nora 14. — MuacHAT’s CantN, p. 118 

Nlchol Muschat, a debauched and profligate wretch, having conceived a 
hatred agalnprt Ms wife, entered into a conspiracy with another brutal Ifbar- 
tiae and gambler, named Campbell of Burnbank (repeatedly mentioned In 
Pennycuiek’s satirical poems of the time), by which Campbell undertook to 
destroy the woman’s character, so as to enable Muschat, on false pretences, 
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to obtaia a dlroree from bar. Tbo brutal doTlOMi to wbleb tbaao worthy ao* 
eompUcea retorted for that porpoae haeliig failed, they eadeaTOuced to do- 
atroy herhy admlnlttering medlclaeof adameroua kUid,and la eatraofdlaary 
quantities. 

This purpose also failing, Niehol Musehat, or Husdiet, did Anally, 
on the X7th October 1720, carry his wife under cloud of night to the King's 
Park, adjacent to what is called the Duke's Walk, near Holyrood Palaee, 
and there took her life by cutting her throat almost quite tltooui^, and Uk* 
dieting other wounds. He pleaded guilty to the indictment, for which he 
suffered death. His associate, Campbell, was smitenced to transportatioa 
for his share in the prerious conspiracy. See MacLaurin's OrimMkol Csese, 
pp. 64 and 788. 

In memory, and at the same time execration, of the deed, a catni, or 
pile of stones, long marked the spot. It is now almost totally remoTSd, In 
consequence of an alteration on the road in that place. 

Korn 16. — Hanomak or Lockiian, p. 189 

liockman, so called from the small quantity of meal (Scotttce, look) which 
he was entitled to take out of every boll exposed to market In the city. In 
Bklinburgh the duty has been very long commuted ; but In Dumfries the fin- 
isher of the law still exercises, or did lately exercise, his privilege, the quan- 
tity taken being regulated by a small iron ladle, which he uses as the measure 
of his perquisite. The expression look, for a small quantity of any readily 
divisible dry substance, as com, meal, flax, or the like, is still preserved, 
not only popularly, but in a legal description, as the lock and gowpen, or 
^ small quantity and handful, payable in thirlage cases, aa In town multure. 

Non 16. — Thb Fairv Box of Lbith, p. 161 

This legend was in former editions inaccurately said to exist in Baxter's 
World of Spirita; but is, in fact, to be found in Pandmmonium^ or tho 
DeviVa Oloyaier; being a further blow to Modem Badduoeiam^ by Richard 
Bovet, Gentleman, 12mo, 1684. The work is inscribed to Dr. Henry More. 
The story is entitled, ' A remarkable passage of one named the Fairy Boy 
of Leith, in Scotland, given me by my worthy friend Captain George Burton, 
and attested under his hand ’ ; and is as follows : — 

' About fifteen years since, having business that detained me for some time 
in Leith, which is near Rdenborough, in the kingdom of Scotland, I often met 
some of my acquaintance at a certain house there, where we used to drink a 
glass of wine for our refection. The woman which kept the house was of 
honest reputation amongst the neighbours, which made me give the more at- 
tention to what she told me one day about a Fairy Boy (as they called him) 
who lived about that town. She had given me so strange an account of him, 
that 1 desired her 1 might see him the first opportunity, which she promised ; 
and not long after, passing that way, she told me there was the Fairy Boy 
but a little before I came by ; and casting her eye into the street, said, "Look 
you, sir, yonder he is at play with those other boys," and desiring him to 
me, 1 went, and by smooth wmrds, and a piece of money, got him to come into 
the house with me ; where, in the presence of divers people, I demanded of 
him several astrological questions, which he answered with great subtility, 
and through all his discourse carried it with a cunning much bei^ond his 
years, which seemed not to exceed ten or eleven. HeseemA to make a motion 
like drumming upon the table witili his fingers, upon which I asked him, 
whether he could beat a drum, to which he repU^, " Yes, sir, as well as any 
man in Scotland ; for every Thursday night I beat aU points to a sort of 
people that use to meet under yon hill " (pointing to the gr^ hill be- 
tween Bdenborough and Leith). "How, boy," quoth I; "what company 

have you therel" " There are^ sir," said he, " a great company both of men 



m mmsa ro vm w&Axt of imu/rmm 

mmtm, ma4 HMr art aotmrtmiaad wftli mani' iorti of irnitte btMm mf 
Mta; tlMgr hat«^ beoidot, pt«itj of wlNrt^ of aaata and wine ; and many 
ttmaa wo art earned Into Franco or Hyland In a night, and rotnm again ; 
and whilat wo are thore^ wo enjoy all the ploaanroo the eountry doth afford.^ 
ldOttandod(^hini,howthey got nndor that hlH. 1?owhmi ho replied,^ That 
thoreworo a groat pair of gatoa that <^>onod to dim, thongh they wore Inyla- 
lido to othora, and that within there wore IwaTo largo rooma, aa well aceom* 
modated aa moat in Scotland.** I then attod him, bow 1 ahonld know what 
ho aald to ho tmoT Upon which he told mo^ ho would road my fortnno, aay- 
Ukg I ahonld hare two wivoa, and that ho aaw the forma of thorn altting on 
my ahonldera ; that both would be Tory handaome women. 

* Aa he waa thua apeaktng, a woman of the neighbourhood, coming Into 
the room, demanded of him what her fortune ahonld be? He told her that 
aho had two baatarda before ahe waa married ; which put her in anch a rage 
that ahe desired not to hear the reat. The woman of the house told me 
that all the people in Scotland could not keep him from the rendearoua on 
Thursday night ; upon which, by promising him some more money, I got a 
promiseof him to meet meat thesame place, in theaftemoon of theThursday 
following, and so diamiaaed him at that time. The boy came again at the 
place and time appointed, and 1 had prerailed with some friends to con- 
tinue with me, if possible, to prevent his moving that night ; he was placed 
between us, and answered many questions, without offering to go from us, 
until about eleven of the clock he waa got away unperceived of the com- 
pany ; but 1 suddenly missing him, hasted to the door, and took hold of 
him, and so returned him into the same room ; we all watched him, and on 
a sudden he was again out of the doors. I followed him close, and he made 
a noise in the street as if he had been set upon ; but from that time I could 
never see him. 

'OaoBGa Bubton.’ 


Nora 17. — iNraBCouBsn of trb CovsNANrana with thb Invisibub 
World, p. 152 

The gloomy, dangerous, and constant wanderings of the persecuted sect 
of Cameronians naturally led to their entertaining with peculiar credulity 
tiie belief that they were sometimes persecuted, not only by the wrath eff 
men, but by the secret wiles and open terrors of Satan. In fact, a flood 
could not happen, a horse cast a shoe, or any other the most ordinary in- 
terruption thwart a minister’s wish to perform service at a particular spot, 
than the accident was imputed to the immediate agency of fimids. The en- 
counter of Alexander Peden with the devil in the cave, and that of John 
Semple with the demon in the ford, are given by Peter Walker, almost in 
the language of the text. 


Nora IS. — Law naxATZNO to Child-Mitbdbb, p. 167 

The Scottish Statute Book, anno 1690, chapter 21, in consequence of the 
great increase of the crime of child-murder, both from the temptatlona to 
commit the offence and the difficulty of discovery, enacted a certain set of 
presumptions, which, in the absence of direct proof, the Jury were directed 
to receive aa evidence of the crime having actually been committed. The 
dreumatancea selected for this purpose were, that the woman should have 
concealed her situation during the whole period of pregnancy ; that ahb 
should not have called for help at hmr delivery ; and that, combined with 
these grounds of suspicion, the child should be eltiier found dead or be alto- 
gether mlaalng. Many persons suffered death during the last century under 
this severe act. But during the Author’s memory a more lenient course 
Was followed, and the. fpmal<» accu*Ad nnder the act, and conscious of no 
OOhupetent defenosb usually lodged a petition to ^e Court of Justiciary, deny* 
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!]ia; for ^ 0 Tm*B Mke, tonw of tlio todletm«ot» twt EtotUit tlui^ Imt 
go^ namo had 1 m«i deitrojed by tha ebarga, aba waa wHllat to maSmH to 
aaote&caof baiiiiAiiiaitt,towblditbaerowseo«utaatiuraaUyaoiiaafttad* Tfcda 
laalty la practica, and tba eomparatlTa iafraqaeaay of tba crbaa aiaot the 
doom of pablie oeelaalaatlaal paaanee baa baaa gaaarally dtapanaed wltb» 
bara lad to tba abolition of the Statnta of Williani and Mary* wbtbb ia now 
rai^aead another, itnpoaing banlabmant in tboaa clreumatanaea la wbicb 
tba crime waa formerly capital. Ibia aitmration took place in 18dt. 

Kora 10. — GaLUMNiixoa or thb Faib Sax, p. 186 

The journal of Grayea, a Bow Street officer, deapatchad to Holland to 
obtain the aurrender of the unfortunate William Brodie, beara a reflection 
on tiie ladiea aomewbat like that put in the mouth of the polica-oflteer 
Sharpitlaw. It had been found difficult to identify the unhappy criminal ; 
and when a Scotch gentleman of reepectabillty had aeemed diepoaad to gira 
ayidence on the point required, hie aon-in-law, a clergyman in Amaterdam, 
and hia daughter, were auapected by Qrayea to haye used argumanta with 
the witneaa to dissuade him from giylng hia testimony ; on which subject 
the journal of the Bow Street officer proceeds thus : — 

* Saw then a manifest reluctance in Mr. , and had no doubt tiia 

daughter and parson would endeayour to persuade him to decline troubling 
himself in the matter, but judged he could not go back from what he had 
said to Mr. Rich. — Nota Burn. No miooMef but a loomaa or a prfaat im 
it — here both.* 

Nom 20. — TRB MA018TBATB8 AMD THB POBTBODS MOB, p. 184 

The Magistrates were closely interrogated before the House of Peers, eon* 
earning the particulars of the Porteous Mob, and the patoi$ In which these 
functionaries made their answers sounded strange in the ears of the 
Southern nobles. The Duke of Newcastle haying demanded to know With 
what kind of shot the guard which Porteous commanded bad loaded their 
muskets, was answered nalyely, ' Ow, just sic as ane shoots dukes end fool# 
with.* This reply was considered as a contempt of the House of Lords, 
and the Proyost would haye suffered accordingly, but that the Dulm of 
Argyle explained that the expression, properly rendered into Elnglish, nmaftt 
ducks and waierfowU, 


Notb 21, — Sib William Dick of Bbaid, p. 185 

This gentleman formed a striking example of the Instability of hunum 
prosperity. He was once the wealthiest man of his time in Scotland, a 
merchant in an extenslye line of commerce, and a farmer of the public 
reyenue ; insomuch that, about 1640, he estimated his fortune at £200,000 
sterling. Sir William Dick was a sealous Coyenanter ; and In the memor- 
able year 1641 he Imit the Scottish Conyention of Bstates one hundred 
thousand merks at once, and thereby enabled them to support and pay their 
army, which must otbmrwise haye broken to pieces. He afterwards adyasced 
£20,000 for the serrlce of King Charles, during the usurpation ; and bar* 
ing, by owning the royal cause, proyoked the displeasure of the ruling party, 
he was fleeced of moye money, amounting in all to £65,000 sterling. 

Being in this manner reduced to indii^nce, be went to London to try to 
reeoyer seme part of the sums which had been lent on goyemment security. 
Instead of receiylng any satisfaction, Ihe Scottish Creesus was thrown into 
prison, in which he dl^ 18th December 1655. It is said his death was 
hastened by the want of common necessaries. But this statement is some- 
What exaggerated, if it be true^ as is commonly said, that, though he was 
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fiot with lie lUkd of iile-eniet, t lieace cmlM *8lr 

WIiliesi Dlck’f tteeewlty/ 

Tlie ehCBgee of fortune are commemorated in a folio pamphlet, entitled 
Th 0 liommtatle BiaU of the deceased Sir WiU4am Bioh, It eontalne eer- 
erml oopperpla^ one repreemtlna Sir William on boreeback, and attoided 
with gmu^e at liOrd Proyoat of Bdinborgh, superintending the unloading 
of one of his rich argosies ; a second exhibiting him as arrested, and in 
the hands of the bailiffs ; a third presents him dead in prison. The tract 
is esteemed highly yaluable by collectors of prints. The <mly copy I eyer 
saw upon sale was rated at £30. 


Nora 22. — IfmiTXNO AT Talla Linns, p. 200 

This remarkable conyocatlon took place upon 15th June 1682, and an 
account of its confused and dtrisiye proceedings may be found in Michael 
Shield^s Faithful €ontendings Diaplayed, Glasgow, 1780, p. 21. It affords a 
singular and melancholy example how much a metaphysical and polemical 
spirit had crept In amongst these unhappy sufferers, since, amid so many 
real injuries which they had to sustain, they were disposed to add disagree- 
ment and disunion concerning the character and extent of such as were 
only Imaginary 


Nora 28. — DooMsraB on Dbmpbtbb of Coubt, p. 247 

The name of this officer is equlyalent to the pronouncer of doom or 
sentence. In this comprehenslye sense, the judges of the Isle of Man were 
called Dempsters. But in Scotland the word was long restricted to the 
destguation of an official person, whose duty it was to recite the sentence 
aftmr it had been pronounced by the Court, and recorded by the clerk ; on 
which occasion the Dempster legalised it by the words of form, *And this I 
pronounce for doom.* For a length of years, the office, as mentioned in the 
text, was held in oommendam with that of the executioner ; for when this 
odious but necessary officer of justice receiyed his appointment, he jietltioned 
the Court of Justiciary to be receiyed as their dempster, which was granted 
as a matter of course. 

Hie production of the executioner in open court, and in presence of the 
wretched criminal, had something in it hideous and disgusting to thd more 
refined feelings of later times. But if an old tradition of the Parliament 
House of Edinburgh may be trusted. It was the following anecdote which 
occasioned the disuse of the dempster*s office : — • 

It chanced at one time that the office of public executioner was yacant. 
There was occasion for some one to act as dempster, and, considering the 
party who generally held the office, it is not wonderful that a locum tenena 
was hu^l to be found. At length one Hume, who had been sentenced to 
tranimrtation for an attempt to bum his own house, was induced to consent 
that he would pronounce the doom on this occasion. But when brought 
forth to officiate, Instead of repeating the doom to the criminal, Mr. Hume 
addressed himself to their lordships in a bitter complaint of the injustice of 
his own sentence. It was in yain that he was interrupted, and reminded of 
the purpose for which he had come hither. * I ken what ye want of me weel 
eneiifl^* said the fellow, *ye want me to be your dempster ; but I am come 

to be none of your dempster : 1 am come to sumodon you. Lord T , and 

you. Lord B to answer at the bar of another world for the injustice 

you haye done me in this.* In short, Hume had (mly made a pretext of com- 
plying with the proposal, in order to haye an opportunity of reyiling the 
Judg^ to their faces, or giying thmn, in the phrase of hts country, *a sloan.* 
He was hurried off amid the laughter of the audience, but the IndecOTons 
mma which had taken place contributed to the abolition of the office of 
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4emp«tor. Tho Mutcnce it now rt«4l ow hr tlit dtrk of eoor^ Rn4 tilit 
fomuUltj of pronooncSag doom it tltogttlitr omitted. 


Nora 24. — JOHN Dim ov AaoTtm and QUBnrwscK* p* 280 

lliia nobleman wat Terj dear to bit countrymen, who were jnttly orond 
ot hit military and political talmitt, and gratefo! for the ready teal with 
which he aeterted the rigbta of hie nattre country. Thie wat neTer more 
oontpicuopt than in the matter of the Porteont Mob, when the Mlnittert 
broofi^t in a violent and vindictive bill for declaring the lord Provott of 
Bdinborgh incapable of bearing any public o0ice in futnre, for not foretee- 
ing a ditorder which no one foretaw, or Interrupting the conrte of a riot 
too formidable to endure oppotition. The tame bill made provitlon for pull- 
ing down the city gatet and abolithlng the city guard, — rather a Hibernian 
mode of enabling them better to keep the peace within burgh In future. 

The Duke of Argyle opposed thia bill at a cruel, unjutt, and fanatical pro- 
ceeding, and an encroachment upon the privileget of the royal buridit of 
Scotland, secured to them by the treaty of Union. ^ In all the proceedings of 
that time,* said hit Grace, * the nation of Scotland treated with the Bnglith 
at a free and independent people; and at that treaty, my lords, had no 
other guarantee for the due performance of its articles but the faith and 
honour of a British Parliament, It would be both unjust and ungenerous 
should this House agree to any proceedings that have a tendency to injure it.* 

Lord Hardwicke, in reply to the Duke of Argyle, seemed to insinuate 
that his Grace had taken up the affair in a party point of view, to which the 
nobleman replied in the spirited language quoted In the text Lord Hard- 
wicke apolo^sed. The bill was much modified, and the clauses concerning 
the dismantling the city and disbanding the guard were departed from. A 
fine of £2000 was imposed on the city for the benefit of Porteous*s widow. 
She was contented to accept three-fourths of the sum, the payment of which 
closed the transaction. It is remarkable that in our day tile magistrates of 
Bdlnburgh have had recourse to both those measures, held in such horror 
by their predecessors, as necessary steps for the Improvement of the city. 

It may be here noticed, in explanation of another circumstance mentioned 
in the tmti, that there is a tradition in Scotland that George II., whose iras- 
cible temper is said sometimes to have hurried him into expressing his dis- 
pleasure par voie du fait^ offered to the Duke of Argyle, in angry audience, 
some menace of this nature, on which he left the presence in high disdain, 
and with little ceremony. Sir Robert Walpole, having met the Duke as he 
retired, and learning the cause of his resentment and discomposure, endeav- 
oured to reconcile him to what had happened by saying, * Such was his 
Majesty*s way, and that he often took such liberties with himself without 
meaning any barm.’ This did not mend matters in MacCallummore’s eyes, 
who replied, in great disdain, *You will please to remember, Sir Robert, 
the infinite distance there is betwixt you and me.* Another frequent 
expression of passion on the part of the same monarch Is alluded to In 
the old Jacobite song — 

Xlm fire sludl get both hst sad wig; 

As oft-thnes tiiey *ve got a* tim; 


Kotb 26. — Bobsowxno Dats, p. 287 

The tiiree last days of March, old style, are called the Borrowing Dayst 
for, as they are remarked to be unusually stormy, it is feigned that Mmrdi 
had borrowed them from April, to extend the sphere of his rou^ier sway. 
The rhyme on the subject is quoted In Leyden’s edition of the €f0mpU$pnt 
of BootUmd, 
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Mom 20. — BncxaoLMuni Cammm, p, M 

TIm blUj pmtiuwt of BiuOeIioIiii* wtach the Author now surmy^ 

M la IIm frmiqr of » di««BMr*i <gr«t 

are ftmd for profliieing the heat ewe-milk cheeee la the acnith of SooBiad. 

Mora 27. — Miooa Wxu>vxa% p. 410 

In taking leave of the poor maniac, the Author may here observe that 
the first eonceptloa of the character, though afterwards greatly altered, waa 
taken from that of a person calling herself, and called by others, Feckless 
Fannie (weak or feeble Fannie), who always travelled with a small fiock of 
sheep. The following account, furnished by the persevering kindness of 
Mr. Train, contains probably all that can now be known of her history, 
though many, among whom is the Author, may remember having heard of 
Feckless Fai^e In the days of their youth. 

* My leisure hours,* says Mr. Train, ^for some time past have been mostly 
spent In searching for particulars relating to the maniac called Feckless 
Fannie, who travelled over all Scotland and England, between the years 
1767 and 1775, and whose history is altogether so like a romance, that I 
have been at all possible pains to collect every particular that can be found 
relative to her In Galloway or in Ayrshire. 

* When Feckless Fannie appeared In Ayrshire, for the first time, in the 
snnmier of 1769, she attracted much notice from being attended by twelve 
or thirteen sheep, who seemed all endued with faculties so much superior 
to the ordinary race of animals of the same species as to excite universal 
astonishment. She had for each a different name, to which it answered 
when called by Its mistress, and would likewise obey In the most surprising 
manner any command she thought proper to give. When travelling, she 
always walked In front of her fiock, and they followed her closely behind. 
When she lay down at night In the fields, for she would never enter Into a 
house, they always disputed who should lie next to her, by which means she 
was kept warm, while she lay In the midst of them ; when she attempted to 
rise from the ground, an old ram, whose name was Charlie, always claimed 
the sole rli^t of assisting her ; pushing any that stood in bis way aside, 
until he arrived right before his mistress ; he then bowed his head nearly 
to the ground that she mii^t lay her hands on his boms, which were very 
large ; he then lifted her gently from the ground by raising his head. If 
Mie chanced to leave her flock feeding, as soon as they discovered she was 
gone, they all began to bleat most piteously, and would continue to do so 
till she returned ; they would thmi testify their joy by rubbing their sides 
against her petticoat, and frisklag about 

* Fedkless Fannie was not like most other demented creatures, f<md of 
flne dress ; on her head Mie wore an old slouched hat over her shoulders 
an old plaid, and carried always In her hand a shepherd*s crook ; with any 
of these articles she invariably declared she would not part for any consid- 
eration whatever. When she was Interrogated why she set so much value 
on things seemingly so Insignificant she would sometimes relate the history 
of hw misfortune, which was briefly as follows : — 

* ** 1 am the only daufl^ter of a wealthy squire in the north of England, 
hut 1 loved my father's shepherd, and that has been my ruin ; for my father, 
fearing his family would be disgraced by such an alliance, in a passion mor- 
tally wounded my lover with a shot from a pistol. 1 arrived just in time 
to receive the last blessing of the dying man, and to close his eyes in death. 
Me bequeathed me his little all, but I only accepted these sheep to be my 
sole companions through life, and this hat, this plaid, and this crook, all 
ifO. which 1 will carry until I descend Into the grave.** 
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* Tfiit it tiM sQtietaiice of • bollod* Umm of wlOdi 1 009 M 

down lateljlrom tfcio redtatUm of on oia woman in mUi plao«» wHomilwilM 
lias aeon it In print, with a plato on Um Utte-pano mwoaaii^ni Fannlo wtUi 
hiershoepbaliliidhsr. As this balla4 is said to hava baan wrlttan hf thwiL 
tha author of ** Mary’s IHraam/’ 1 am snrprisad that It has not baan notleaa 
by Crom^ in bis BfimaikM of mthodolo ond CMkHioaiif Bong; bat ha parhaps 
thou^t it unworthy of a place in hla eoUaction, as thara is yary littla auartt 
in the composition ; which want of room preranta me from transcribinf at 
present But if 1 thought you had neyar seen it I would taka an early 
opportunity of doing so. 

* After haying made the tour of Galloway in 1709, as Fannie was wander* 
ing in the neighbourhood of Moffat on her way to BMilnborgb, where, I am in- 
formed, she was likewise well known, Old Charlie, her fayourlta ram, chanced 
to break into a kale-yard, which the proprietor obsenring, let loose a mastUt 
that hunted the poor sheep to death. This was a sad misfortune ; it aaainad 
to renew all the pangs which she formerly felt on the death of hmr loyer. 
She would not part from the side of her old friend for seyeral dayt and it 
was with much difficulty she consulted to allow him to be burled ; but, still 
wishing to pay a tribute to his memory, she covered his grave with moss, 
and fenced it round with osiers, and annually returned to the same spot, 
and pulled the weeds from the grave and repaired the fence. This is alto- 
gether like a romance ; but I believe it is really true that she did so. The 
grave of Charlie is still held sacred even by the schoolboys of the present 
day in that quarter. It is now, perhaps, the only instance of the law of 
Kenneth being attended to, which says, *’The grave where ante that is alaine 
lieth burled, leave untilled for seven years. Bepute every grave holie so as 
thou be well advised, that in no wise with thy feet thou tread upon It.** 

’Through the storms of winter, as well as in thomllder seasons of the year, 
she continued her wandering course, nor could she be prevented from doing 
so, either by entreaty or promise of reward. The late Dr. Fullarton of Boss- 
mount, in the neighbourhood of Ayr, being well acquainted with her father 
when In England, endeavoured, in a severe season, by every means in his 
power, to detain her at Bosemount for a few days until the weather should 
become more mild ; but when she found herself rested a little, and saw her 
sheep fed, she raised her crook, which was the signal she always gave fbr 
the sheep to follow her, and off they all marched together. 

* But the hour of poor Fannie’s dissolution was now at hand, and she 
seemed anxious to arrive at the spot where she was to terminate her mortal 
career. She proceeded to Glasgow, and, while passing through that dtg, a 
crowd of idle boys, attracted by her sincmlar appearance, tog^her with Iha 
novelty of seeing so many sheep obeying her command, began to torment 
her with their pranks, till she became so irritated that She pelted them with 
bricks and stones, which they returned in such a manner that she was actu- 
ally stoned to death between Glasgow and Anderston. 

* To the real history of this singular Individual credulity has attached 
several superstitious appendages. It is said that the farmer who was the 
cause of Charlie’s death shortly afterwards drowned himself in a peat-hag; 
and that the hand with which a butcher in Kilmarnock struck one of iSm 
other sheep became powerless, and wlGiered to the very bone. In the sum- 
mer of 1769, when she was passing by New Cumnock, a young man, whose 
name was William Forsyth, son of a former in the same parish, plagued 
her so much that she wished he might never see the mom ; upon whtd he 
went home and hanged himself in his father’s bam. And I doubt not that 
many such stories may yet be rmnembered in other parts where Mie had 
been.’ 

So for Mr. Train. The Author can only add to this narrative, that Fsclt- 
less Fannie and hot little dock were well known in foe pastoral districts. 

In attempting to introduce such a character into liett^ the AatJiut folt 
the risk of encountering a comparison with foe Marla oC Stem; asA jfp 
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tik* oMctuuilEm of tbo story wonki baro been as mneh retarded by 
SMtiess Fannie'S flodr as tlie ttMt-marcb of Don Quixote was delayed by 
8anfelko*s tale of tbe sbeep that were ferried orer tbe nrer. 

Tbe Author baa only to add tbat, notwithstanding tiie precise n e ss of bis 
friend Ifr. Train’s statement, there may be some hopes that the outrage on 
Feckless Fannie and her little dock was not carried to extremity. There is 
no mentkm of any trial on account of It, which, had It occurred In the man- 
ner stated, would hare certainly taken place ; and the Author has under- 
stood that It was on the Border she was last seen, about the skirts of the 
Cnierlot Hills, but without her little flock. 


Nora 28. SKAwiraLD’s Mon, p. 428 

In 1726 there was a great riot In Glasgow on account of the malt tax. 
Among the troops brought In to restore order was one of the independent 
companies of Highlanders levied in Argyleshire, and distinguished in a lam- 
poon of the period as ’ Campbell of Garrick and his Highland thieves.* It was 
called Bhawfleld’s Mob, bemuse much of the popular violence was directed 
against Daniel Campbell, Bsq., of Shawfleld, M.P., provost of the town. 

Nora 20. — Dxath ox Francis Gordon, p. 444 

This exploit seems to have been one in which Patrick Walker prided 
himself not a little ; and there Is reason to fear that that excellent person 
would have highly resented the attempt to associate another with him In 
the slaughter of a King’s Life Guardsman. Indeed he would have had the 
more r^ht to be rffended at losing any share of the glory, since the party 
against Gordon was already three to one, besides having the advantage of 
flrearma The manner In which he vlnu.cates his claim to the exploit, with- 
out committing himself by a direct statement of It, Is not a little amusing. 
It Is as follows : — 

* I shall give a brief and true account of that man’s death, which I did not 
design to do while I was upon the stage. I resolve. Indeed (if it be the Lord’s 
will), to leave a more full account of that and many other remarkable steps 
of the Lord’s dispensations towards me throui^ my life. It was then com- 
monly said that Francis Gordon was a volunteer out of wickedness of prin- 
ciples, and could not stay with the troop, but was still raging and ranging to 
catch hiding suffering people. Meldrum and Alrly’s troops lying at Lanark 
upon the first day of March 1682, Mr. Gordon and another wicked comrade, 
with their two servants and four horses, came to Kllcaigow, two miles from 
Lanark, searching for William Calgow and others, under hiding. 

’ Mr. Gordon, rambling throw the town, offered to abuse the women. At 
night, tiiey came a mile further to the easter seat, to Robert Muir’s, he being 
sdso under hiding. Gordon’s comrade and the two servants went to bed, but 
he could sleep none, roaring all nUflit for women. When day came, he took 
only his sword In his hand, and came to Moss-platt, and some new men (who 
had been in the fields all night) seeing him, they fied, and he pursued. James 
Wilson, Thomas Young, and myself, having been in a meeting all night were 
lying down in the morning. We werealarmed, thinking Hiere were many more 
than one ; he pursued haid,and overtook ua Thomas Young said, ** Sir, what 
do ye pursue us fort” He said, **He was come to send us to hell.” James 
Wilson said, ** That shall not be, for we will defend ourselves.” He said, 
** That elHier he or we should go to It now.” He run his sword furiously 
throw James Wilson’s coat. James fired upon him, but missed him. All 
this time he cried, ” Damn his soul ! ” He got a shot In his head out of a 
pocket pistol, rather fit for diverting a boy than killing such a furious, mafk 
brisk man, which, notwithstanding, killed him dead. The foresald William 
Calgow and Robert Muir came to us. We seardlLed him for papers, and found 
R loBgscrc4iof ittflbrerFiiainss,elt3isrtpkUidrtake. I tore It all In pieces* 
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He had aleo eome Popish books and bonds of monej, with one dollar, whldi 
a poor man took off the ground ; all which we put in his pocket again. 
Thus, he was four miles from Lanark, and near a mile from his comrade^ 
seeking his own death, and got It. And for as much as we have been con* 
demned for this, 1 could never see how any one could condemn us that allows 
of self-defence, which the laws both of Qod and nature allow to every crea- 
ture. For my own part, my heart never smote me for this. When 1 saw his 
blood run, 1 wished that all the blood of the Lord’s stated and avowed ene- 
mies in Scotland had been In his veins. Having such a clear call and op- 
portunity, 1 would have rejoiced to have seen it all gone out with a gush. 
I have many times wondered at the greater part of the indulged, lukewarm 
ministers and professors In that time, who made more noise of murder when 
one of these enemies had been killed, even In our own defence, than of twenty 
of us being murdered by them. None of these men present was challenged 
for this but myself. Thomas Young thereafter suffered at Mauchllne, but 
was not challenged for this ; Bobert Muir was banished ; James Wilson 
outlived the persecution ; William Calgow died In the Canongate tolbooth, 
In the beginning of 1686. Mr. Wodrow is misinformed, who says that he 
suffered unto death.’ 


Notb 80. — Tolling to Sxbticb in ScoTLaNO, p. 461 

In the old days of Scotland, when persons of property, unless they hap- 
pened to be nonjurors, were as regular as their inferiors In attendance on 
parochial worship, there was a kind of etiquette in waiting till the patron 
or acknowledged great man of the parish should make his appearance. This 
ceremonial was so sacred in the eyes of a parish beadle In the Isle of Bute, 
that, the kirk bell being out of order, he Is said to have mounted the steeple 
every Sunday, to Imitate with his voice the successive summonses which its 
mouth of metal used to send forth. The first part of this Imitative har- 
mony was simply the repetition of the words ’ Bell bell, bell bell,’ two or 
three times, in a manner as much resembling the sound as throat of desh 
could Imitate throat of Iron. * Bellfim I bellfim ! ’ was sounded forth In a 
more urgent manner ; but he never sent forth the third and conclusive peal, 
the varied tone of which is called in Scotland the ’rlnglng-tn,’ until the two 
principal heritors of the parish approached, when the chime ran thus : — * 

BeUim Bell^Uum, 

Berners and Knookdow ’■ oomlng I 
Belliim Bell^nm, 

Berners and Knookdow ’s oomlng 1 

Thereby intimating that service was instantly to proceed. — 

[Mr. Mackinlay of Borrowstouness, a native of Bute, states that Sir W. 
Scott had this story from Sir Adam Ferguson ; but that the gallant kntglit 
had not given the lairds’ titles correctly — the bellman’s great men bt^ 
Cralch, Drumbule, and Bamemle. — 1842.] 


Nots 81. — BATCLxyya, p. 518 

There seems an anachronism In the history of this person. Batellffs, 
among other escapes from justice, was released by the Pi^teous mob when 
under science of death ; and he was again under the same predicament 
when the Highlanders made a similar jall-dellvery In 1745. He was too 
sincere a Whig to mnbrace liberation at the hands of the Jacobites, and In 
reward was made one of the keepers of the tolbooth. Bo at least runs 
constant tradition. 
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Aoqdbst, mqnslnted 
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Aoadt, in tisio lor, bofon 
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Aitb, oath 
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ubeehire pTorerb 
Ahakt, ahnoet 
Awm. - once 
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reddin and his Bra* 
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Bsvwit os ounurr, the rl|ht 
to claim, like the xdeiiy. 
exemption from the oim 
courts 

Btqg novas, *■*■*'*^1^ tii fa > 
the inner rooan 


Mecca BACK-ssEnm, a siqpportar, Bass or BraibAM, a female 
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ning, the sSewmim, in Baidroos’s PsAOfiqrai; os, BwriAii, homed cattle 
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of ProlOfue*s, not the Court of Beselon In 1667 Bisv, eoMlortible 
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BMcm, Dft, lUTiBt ft Miloiif 
fooMiii pMrtiyMw IB 
thft ci Janet TL 
BftAift, Bmw, ft wonteeat 
PMijMaa mniMeri of 
> BtaforJnlnilaiid 
BuKSt ft gSftnoe 
BLim nviviL bnllete 
BIiViot MAOKBHSift, Sir 
George, Lord Adrooftto, 
and aa ftoUre proee o g t or 
of the OaniroaiMM lathe 
reign of Oharlat n. 
Bonnia, tth of • penaj 
Boone, the loweat ehhoier 
on tbeiorm, ft dunoe 
Boon or ADiomAii, oon- 
tfttniag the ainotea and 
ordeye. enedally of ad- 
fonniaL of the Ootui of 
Jodldarir of SooUnid, It 
being ft peremptory oonrt 
,BooT«oaB, ooarae blue 
worsted hoea worn hi piftoe 
of boots 

BooBOM-WAasnp^ the an- 
nual waahlng of the family 
Unen In ft peonllar liy 
(bonk) 

Booemn, ft pergnlaite 
BouBooi^ a mound, hUlocdi 
Bow, a boU (measure) 
Bow-bb 4I», leading from the 
BUgh Sti ee t to the Graas- 
market In Sdlnbuzi^ 
Bowm, ft ahk-paa 
Bmaw, brare, Sne, good; 

BftAWi, flue clothes 
UnatuMf ooUar of e oart- 
horae 

Bmooxir (oow), with a 
speekledfaoe 
Beoftoe, a Highland shoe 
Baoo, taste for. oplnloti of 


OAULAire. ftlftd 

Oaiub, fresh 

OAUbrnm-im, men anned 
with muidntft 

OAKamiAV AirTiaOA.BT, 
Thomas Bsanant, the tiftT- 
eller 

OufTTaB snmm, a trader 
to Holland. Oampvere or i 
Caamhire, on the islftBd of 


Oaaqphire, on the islftBd of 
Ifaloheren, was the seat of 
apcfrilegM Soottiah trad- 
b^faot^ from 1444 to 

Oavvy, propitious, ao- 
spffltous 

OAinnr, mirthful, JoBy 

OARiovy ft writ to Imprison 
a debtor 

OaBOAXB, or OAMOAO, ft 
SBull oake baked with eggs 
and eetea on Shrore Tues- 
day, In SooUand 

Cabis^ a fellow 

Oabmwb, ft beldam, old wo- 

CAsoun Pabe. See Boy- 
atoun 

OAXBiBDythe mind watering, 


^rnual author^ in the 
reign of Janies VI. 

Bboob Ann lAnn, town and 


BamuMn, ft aonSfe, tamnlt 
BmemAra, brimstone, 
aulplmr 

BooununnM^ e tilhge of 

Bouml to beBow 
Bm w PKA&ABm, an iiieen- 


OAXBtTOB, & Cateebimn 
Oast, lot, fete ; e throw ; ft 
lift, ride 

Oast-bib, b easttway 
Oa*-thbow, an ado, a row 
0 aTO*S DAVftBTBB, Por- 
oia, wife of Brutus, who 
stabbed Onsar 
Oato sn OnnoB, the oele- 
bsBted Koman, wrote » 
book about nnal aflaifi 
Oausid, cold 
OAUuamn, chhly 
OAuniiooB, oaimoua, ean- 
fnl 

Oxbl iXQIT AWBBP O Ha , OtO. 
(p. 588), It uaed to be ao, 
but we hate obangad m 


CnacaaT, 

O&aax, to eatok, seiao 
OziBiHm, ftrarine 
Oxnaa-HBAn, Ike entaranoe of 
ft blind alley, a feronrlte 
rendeiTone for goeste 
OLUBasD (of hairv gathered 
into a bhib-abapM knot at 
the back of the head 
OxiOTB, a hoof, ain|^ beast 
OoooBiAn. a foUoem of John 
Ooooeius of Leyden (d. 
1668), who held ibtA ^ 
Old Teetament ahadowed 
forth the history of the 
Ohrietian Ohureh 
Oooaaanovm, n lady’s top- 
knot 

OoD, a pillow, oashkn 
CoaxosoB, to examine jndh 
oially f or insanltgr 
OoLirMBUA. a Boman writer 
on agriculture and efanilar 
topios 

OonnainrAias on Soomni 
OmnnrAL JnaxsmxTSftiioB, 
1787, by Paxid Hume, 
Baron of the Bzohequer in 
Scotland 

OoMOB, by IHBon 
€ onnn BoannanoB, an enu- 
meration of partlenlars, a 
Scots law term 
Connano mmusimacxAmi, 
ate. (p. 948), aa unoSieiai 
oo nfes s l c n is ft aiilMty, and 
cannot be fftoted in cffl- 

Oom A woBrnniiPi to Ba 
dflfwatoaleap 

Ooiir,toof«ctmi tobmton 



GljOSSART 


688 


CoovsTt 8g*ofM<» litiiihf 
€owi.sf*8 oomiAiKry Mi 
l^oett witli tluit tltl% 
•tsnM4 
OOVT, AMil 
0»ACM. gmrfft t>a„ , 

CiArr, m enot, flOMll teas 
m oa atte mat 
IMbibmilit A imMaiicw of 
Qoenluurj 

OmiAABt otolMi ootOo; a 

fonijjr 

Cam, to onl, 
Cxmnu^aamUf terMUnu 
awvUings on tao necAc 
OmimL, ft motuMbk on tliA 
BootfeiM ildA of tlM 8ol^ 
wftj. Whoii BUddsAT U 
e«»pod with otoadA, nin 
falls soon After on OrifEol 
CuNoio, pizdng 
OmooK A BOOAB, to bend a 
eepedaUy the kn ee 

Oamnrt orept 
Oinrrar, aonan, a jnetioe of 
peeoe 

Ooxns ax 9otvu>t one of the 
neonle 
OXTXX, ftfool 

OoMxxft, a oomiftde, goisip 
OoiKAATS, or OoinAae, ,in 
the mxth of Clyde 
OuBOB, ft woinftii*s oin 
Oo'aou, OdlroMi ft riuage on 
the Firth of Forth 
OoarsL. crupper 
Omnaa’A law, tbiereA* or 
rogueA* lew 

OUTTT QUBAM, ft WOrtblOAl 
young womAn 

DAimra, frolioAome jesting 
Datt, cnuy, beside o n ese lf 
DiiDLiae, trifling, loitering 
DAZKBS,tOAftunter, Jogftlong : 
DALaaiTH, one of the seAts 
of the Dnke of Biioolench 
Dallas oa Btylba ; on, | 
Brsmi oa Bulba as mow 
nuumcABLa wrbedi tkb 
K iaenon oa Bootlabo, 
1687, by George DeUfts, 
AometiiBe depu^^keeper of 


AB ^ ■ » . ' . ■/ »- 

taABMerf enai mum obi AaMeocooMreaownA 
Bad Ms tMAd of hoiBF- Xir«oo% avM««i mow, 

hoofedeleede 

[)Mi<«fqMAAiMai one with Iniiamniv, the tMaAMoa 
low peeks or peliM oftheheroine 


the prWy seel of BootlAiid 
Dabo, ft dsy^A work 
DBAS, cntsiikni oa, the best 


Dbats, to deelAa 

DaaiTO TaMroaai, at the 
proper time 

Da Da or bum, from day to 
dsgr 

Daam*! a m c iaia , a Ifahb of 
Be ten 

Daoi MAMTy the dean a bit 

DSMaas. eoi mimboa, ete. 
(p. ^ the madmen, who 
gpu^ to lifal the xaiii* 


low peeks or pokM 
mkaodi 

Dnauk a ttiriUing blow 
Dn^thraUng knock 
Dr, to Atop, olooe up (the 
anionth) 

PmcAT, indlotmwit 
DrroT, a tbia flat turf ; 

DiyonoAST, a turf-pIt 
Doom As^ DoanodU, a stlrrap- 
oap,pArtin|^ 

Doaa, on Agent, fftotor 
DorsmDt stapid. oon f ased 
Dossabd, eta^ 

Dossot, or DOVAoaMT, a 
good-f or-noGdng pereon 
Doo,adove 
Dookr, docked 
Dooms, utterly 
DooB'OMBbil we dooiMPoet 
DouBLa Oabbitoil the 
Larger Oateobism ox the 
Ohuroh of Sootland 
Doucb, quiet, respeotahle 
DouoMT, was able to 
Doom, stubborn, obstinsto 
Dow, to be ebie ; nowsA, do 
not like to 

Dbvcb, slow, lalAorely 
Diow, aquatan 
Daa MUXAUBB, a duty of com 
nsid to a 

Duns, ragged olothos; 

ovDDT, raoed 
PuLca AMABTTJimisaM, the 
anger of ffenttowomsa 
Dov^ to or punch 
D*un esAirsB dams, of a 
I great lady, lady of faahlon 
DuBLor (oMBisa), in AyrahJrs 
Dubs, or dxbx, a Highland^ 
Mr’s dagger 
Dnran, adyer 

Mi ei^ll^ 

nation 

SmoT ITAurm, etc., In m 
dent Home, impoeed lia- 
bUitj for loos or damage 
to p ro perty committed to 
oerrIexB, famkeepera, and 
stable-keepers 
Di,eye; BBB,eyea 
XrracTUAL OALLom. See 
The Sharfer Oateehiem^ 
Qn. 81 

Emm or, equhralant to 
Bik, toadd 
Suomr, anaei 


XMBsr, JoMB, aetor who ex- 
celled in nietto perta, end 
played Deadie pfawauntj 


Xtmwali^ one of Joanna 
BalUlA PloH CM Ifte 
Poarioai, this one tuxnlnf 
onAabinQa. Ihepaaaaga 
ie from Feii L iet &L 
Be. 6 

Bxaootoeatm, to diomiie 
fromeervioe 

Fama OLAMOtA, notoriety 
Fabiwacmpb. or FABnrAOiOBi 
Prosper Farlneool, a oala* 
bratad Roman writar on 
orimlnal juilqprudenee, 
lived 1644-1618 
Fasb, trouble; to troublef 
rAanoPB, troublaeome 
Fasibbxb, trouble 
FATBaaa OoBsomitT, the 
aanfttora of andecd lunne) 
here the ohoaen fathere 
(of the town) 

Faxudb, mxosuB, SATon- 
ALXTBB tDIOTA, fooliah, 
mad, bom Idiot 
Faulo, to fold 
FaUIB MOBTBAtM, thO ft- 
puted betrayer of Walleoe 
Faut, fault 

Fboklsss, inaignlfloABt, 
faebla ^ 

Fbhd, to proride ^ 

Famewaoii, or ftneosooM, 
Bobbbt, BoottUh poet, 
bora 1760, died 1774 
Filb, to fOiu, disorder 
Fr, foot 

FlaVS AMD iMABBt, BWOPd, 
using the sword 
Flbil aflj 
FLae,aSigfat 

Flxsxmamot, a glfldy, 
thottghtlem person 
FLow-Moea, aaMraaa 
Footmam, BVMuiiro. See 
Vote 9 to Bride ef X eei 
mermoor 

Fobavbmt, direotly oppo- 
site to 

FoBaKAB|foxelather 
FoBBBa XhmuAM, 

Lora Proaldent of the 
Court of Beodon in 1787* 
V(M fbohMtte, p. 409 
Fobsh, beddee 
Fobmammmb, aledfe^ 

FoeWAWMBB, to Qomm w 
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mmA Wttoftki ftttd 

irS iMtfhM bft^WftMl filNS 

y<ya* «fo* <P* to* 
ifiiif iMfMnefta 
Vin, to »0TO I tt tt M 


0A1T91, or «mi, or «nn, 
tMFftte. wroliiaf 

OAivt (LmooumoB), tbo 
Hoot ift Prmr«M 

Oauoow iSao AoU xim 12- 
27 

Gftin AiVy ft orookod, lane 
«rm 

9ftiro« tofo 
CbUk to mkob oUfflO 
I^AftSTXiOO) fraB Tronoh 
porifaorooiA ftaB^liibiirgli 
exf wlMft airlgr wstor woo 
thxoim ool of ft wtedow 
OABft^BAivftft, fiddy, 
tltoft^iaMi 

QaiBi ftftifi way, diiootlon, 
aaaaiiar; vab ftAVBy bo- 
whoro 

Haiib, foing . 

0Ai» fuua, pandteg law- 
anlta 

Gaobt, to yftWB 
GAwni, gind, dao 
0AV airaB, pratty anro: oat 
AMD WBLL, pnittj rrau 
dtBAB, pr o p my 
an, VO VAn m, to take 
tho tnrti pettlah 

OiLry, flora, b ttvely young 
girl 

GibdIiB, ft dronlur Ira plate 
lor bakiiig aooBM, oikea 
GiBir, to gra, griiBra 
GLAin, TO nm trb, m 
A«a«B anx, to dfloflirfl, 


Glsob, flun, tlie kite 
Gray ftotlfe, keea ; ora At 
A flira biingry aa ft liftirk 
Giraya»faiiil«Bt 

GxiOWBB, to fltare kard 
GoBBAJiii, ft aukurk oo the 
floiiih aide of Qlftiigov 
Govary, diuaay, haoBitad 
Goongyftdm 
Gowab^ ft dn daiigr 
Gowonr, goldn 
CHraati, ft dO uk ie lamdfid of 
ntaal, tlie perquiahe of ft 
iBite*aaemal 
GftAiys, appuTitn of any 
ktaidytiaraia , 


GnBytoagraa 


yfttuif difl frtth- 

out dame, 


Kf« G* bftdqnrami), a 

Hoft, ft abeap oldnr than ft 

lainb tint hm BOt han 


GBnv,toery,rap 

GnT«fBASi>y or an , 

ft atone jug for boldiag ala 
or Hgnoff 

of thehonaa 


Gnanm, tha wile, head of 
the hooaelM^ 

Goidb, to trat, diraet; 


Gouaer, a large knife 


maa a gooae gtaaaa dni^ 

war ann u i Mi y 

Gorna-BLoon, one anudy 
bom 

Otbb, apuM 

Gttb, ft young boy; cwav 
am, quite eraay 

HADDftV, held 

Haudo*! H oml ft portion of 
the Bare of toe aneleiit eol- 
legiate <diiiroh, bow ineor* 
porated with Bt GIlea* 
cathedral, Sdinhorgh 

HAvrBTa, temidea 

HAtiuxB, youBg, antering 
theteena 

Havt, ooatody; toeata h Ua h , 
fbc 

HAflftPTi oo lOPBB, d r eft rma 
madeot caatBietal (found) 

Halb, or Haibii, wholoy 


Hallab, ft partitioB In ft 
Bootohootti^ 
Habo-wai»B]i, rwnarkaWe, 
notorloua 

Hablb, to trail, drag 
Haxfd, h(dd 

HATiBftfl, hflhafHoiir, aun- 
nera 

Hawbit, whitofaoed, haring 

white — " 

Hbal, 


white 'apota 

, health, felioity; 


Hbzaioab, wiM, daaponte 
BBmpib, ft rogue 

** the laadowneia In 

pariah 


Hbbbhib, p to dB ri ag by 


Hbt, hot 
Hmrlabd B an. SmSigh. 
kmdmm 4m 1677, in Gmm* 
aftKytoGUjranaU^ 
Hibbt, hflBay, a Um at 


Haarani Hi&a BAcmwABih 
ihe poiMon of 
ontnilr way to < 
atl^ldnim 


em dirlaion of liuoatn- 
ahirs, adJolBln «ha Waah 
HoBOftOftATI, to I 
rattfy. iBBotlQB 
How, a hollow 
Howra, a nkhrila 
Howiv, a haunt 
Hotay, a ‘ 


Ilk, ilka, aaoh; ilk, Iha 
■Rue nara; ilka-dat, 
ereiy-day 

i MroaiBim w, e be e— a a , eol- 

U m t iAtiM of miA 

iB Bya, inaide the honae 
IB OQBMBiinAK, in oonjune- 
tion with 

IB ooBFiTBBTn, ate. (g, 
2i43S)t the ludge'a function 
eeaae a when there la ooar- 
feaalon of the erhne 
iBflAB, an onion 
iBfliBB, iugennity, talent 
In BOO tTATO, In thio oaee 

IBWOXTZAM OOBIBA, OtO. (o. 
264), enmity againat di 


IB nrmALiBin, to begin wfih 
Iv LOGO pABBima, in j^toe of 
the parent 
IMPOT, contrilmtiQn 
IB BBM TBBaAH, CbtOtg&Mm 
agftfaiat the estate 
iBTBft Anon raua, an high 
pointaoi law 

Lm FABiBni, within doora 


IBTOBOIT LJITVll, the 
thunder la heard on the 
laft 

iBTaoKiy wiXBy to i n twla r a 
with 

JAflfly ft prick 

jABBl'fl nA€B OB ftBVUUB, hi 
1086 

Jabs, aaaal 

jAin>, ft Jftda 

JtBK, ft do^ Ufflly triek 

Jo,ftnraSaftit 

Jew, to toll 

Job a i r i B V M, dlrina riribt 

Kail, or xabb, aak ba gi , 
hroth auda af groana. 



Guofisunr 


EaTs OAmiOATV«Bl» Itt A 

0mn9m <tf x^vwvwr wtwm 

C€iHioaim^JSiMHf$iAOiA 
MdSaibmh fihmmmtmf by 
Mu im-«| mw 
•d., 1877 

KnfcTVira, « 1 m 4 ftndl 
%MT/C9mCEJMf oo a ii f t wiwwi 
odd 

Killx«» vims, Ite Oof*- 
HABtorO* BMM for Um 
poriod of 0]MnMteaM*« 
poriaoiittoiii fa Iko Wool 
ol Bootlaiid 


biAtaiBir. * mau duo In 
meal paki to tha nndar- 

Xn, oowa 

Krnn, to aaan or 


LAxnm, iportingi latlBiag 
I^AKOom, axnbar 
Lavdwaid, inland, o onatrj r - 


tbenuMdraa 
Laoob, law 
LATtooE, a lark 
XiAiraro, tbe aoooont, UU 
Lawtsbi vnoM HobLAiro. 
Many of tha Boottiah 
lawyera and dootora w«ra 
adnoatod at laydan and 
Utraoht in the 17th and 
ISth oentnriaa 

IJlt, o« thb, on tba lookout 
LBAP, LAVBBVOI. rDO*BB 

tioiio BBOoon. An ad^ 
tatlon or aztenakm of m 
proTorUal La«y Lawranoe 
or Iiong lAwranoa 
Lbabibo-vasiba, Ugh 


LBB,alie 


In L^oartanhive ; 


gro w n in Ii eic a ro 
hanoa tha prorarh, 


- "JK 

d yon diall 
xatOalnliia 


holly* 

XiBBiroB, TXB, a lonaer 
oonnlw of Boottand, an- 
braoinf Xhnahartonahlre 
and nSaof BdrHpg^re, 
Bar t n riilfa ii 



aB,a|iiik. 

x^wmBupMi aAxvB 


tha DaMmnnwaaHii, Baia- 
ite at Btf nnraar and 


8m 

satiiok iraaaar*a 




aarrant in a adll, nnnDy 
ahandfnl (look) tr two of 


Loo 


osoa. ttn looal 


V 

of Loanfonaaona, a 
jainBarwiakddio 
I noan wi o B wabb, a Laloaa- 
teiahlre yaar^ manyinak- 
ing or faatival 

liooo tfncQBia, ta tha plaoa of 
agnardian 

Loot, the palm of tha hand 
Loov, lot, pannittad 
InsD oar obat, a jndra 
Loan or ■TArn. a noblaaaan 
XmniB, qniat. tranquil 
JtixnnDBB, to thnmp, beat 
Inw, aflama 

IiOWB, JoBB, author of 
*Xary*a Braam,* diad 
1798. 8m biography in 
Oromek, JRmSm t/Oal- 
loway 8mg (1810) 
liOosiB, a two giran to old 


laranB xun, grandfather 
Loa, theaar 
Lmi, a ohimnay 
Lxaw-iNM, a land of aettar 

IfAOBnuiB, a highwayaaan, 
tha hero of Gagra B^ggar^t 
Opera 

Xabo (ooAin), to giro tbort 
quantity, purioining Urn 
dmeranoa 

Xaboot, a whim, orotohat 
Xaova Ba« muTAa, ate. 

XAta, toatala 

XAnromnaa, rent ; baiubb, 
or HA&, a farm rant 
Kaie sr BOBBv, aapaolally aa 


IfAB-awooar, pwhuad 
XABTT,ma^ 

ICAMir . , . BOV Bvaan, ate. 
(p. it la not baoondag 

to mt OBa«a hmidfaijS 
and ow tha wfna. * 
C te i gi^ B aL 

ing-wanah whom ^n 


ofBOUabifth 



JfAaa a paraoB 

XATBBoa, or MAtnn mwa. 
Abvqb, ana af a tmOhr at 
ealahratad Ckranui wraani 
OB iBriapr«daBoa,tba 
*aaoond* pfofaaaor 

at Btatoohb from IM to 
1064 

XAmcxir, a hivo 
XAim, mnat 

XAxnnma, to talk laoahaia 

Maut, malt 
Maw, to Blow 

Baaal"tihaat 
XiAB, amaro 
IfBLii, to maddla 

of Mambab, ate., a 


Linoolnahixa proirarb, alg- 
BilpiBg dlannioB la tba 
oanaeof lll-aueoaaa 


narly 
texstla. 1|<L 
Xbbib, Barwiokahhra 
IfaaaAB, a lapdog, our 


moiin, tha Aatao amparor 
who, whan not to tho 
torture by Oorta% ra- 
proacdMd afailow<mifliMar, 
groanhm with angulsb, by 
aakiag, *Bo you think thw 
1 am an^i yingm / bed ()it. 
bath) of DowaraT * 

XDOBB, a dur 
Mxxb. Boot 
fnrionga 
XxLXBD, robbed 
MxBiriH, mamma 
Mxboa*, to abuM. malign 
XiMOoaui, to diatoxa 
XnaBT, diaplaaaad, out of 


LTi^ moaquttoaa 

MiaB,'adonihXI 
Hob, or wo, more 
Xonaom Bm Wiuaam, ad- 
miral, f0ui^ agXnat the 
BpamardeandBohdi inlho 
raigaa of ‘ * 


XOBBSAIW, FAXBB, the IB- 

putod batnm of Wahaoa 
tethoXni^ 

lloBiaoB*a DBowaBi, with 
fuUor tMo, BmSZnm ef 
ike Coarf qrdMbnlBdhi- 
b«^l ... hi Ida /drat ef 
a by W. £ 

XoftMB, 49 wda., mt-U 
Mo a a -WAa , a pit Ib a pmt 

Xom^frdl of motet 



OIjOSSABY 


*Mmm «ifi t WUM%* fl«. 
fr om O r »»»♦*• 

ItPflKm, ame h 

MinMooft* mat froiMe 
lClllAi,O«lttS-b0X 

XmAnn^ mat* 890 Vty 
wS^ban 

UvTim, ft moimtii*i enp 
XtiToKxv, ft lliioid iBMnin, 
oontoiabm { 

VAmm, oAtifomn, ole. 8sb 
Xdtet Haulm 

g*— «.»« «!» 

Hsuo m mnnm Lftcmm, 
BO ooft wonnda mo with 
impiQnl^— tiia m^to ttuit 
ftooomnftolM tiilatlai 
the bft&eof ttie crow n ci 
BootM 

Hm Xot& Bftoock, to obeftt 
the galkNfa 

HmaiiMs haggliat ; mm, 
anerchange} rormeun 
» ▲ mwn, pnt his life at 
^ stake, In le<q|Ntfdgr 

•Komi, the question of pos* 
enssInTi Is 

HoiTio, rappeO, struck 
smazUj 

Host oomAT,lt isnotoertain 
Hov ooma, eto. (p. 44), it 
Is not OT^ one that can 
gain admltUnoe to the 
(sdeot) sod^ of Oorinth 
Hoor, the bone at the elbow* 
jdnt 

Hoft* Look, a swamp In Bdin- 
bort^ now PHnM Street 
0araeiis 
Hown, cattle 

Oit fterandbhildi 
On-nnre, a heftTp Ian (of 
snow) 

OrTAT SMBifu, eto. (p. 46), 
the ahiggiah ok wlshas lor 
the horee*e trepplnge 
OanaiAm, am naa, as Is 
usual with her 
OiKoaa, James Butler, Sxst 
Duke of, was for sermi 1 


Team In msftmmr throui^ 
the intrigues of enemies 


the motions of the 


OoMsa, ont of deam; be^ 
pond, wtthout 
OoMsua, ostentatioBe dia* 

OuTBieKr Aim aamm fuar- 
the honsi respeotMp 


Owm-ns, ofir the war 
i OwnKAT, a cravat 

PAMsn, a Ughwapnum; on 
m ran^ a h lA w ayman 
OB Ike lodMiffirvlothBs 
PAOC,aldow 
Pur, the Pape 
PAinacK, a partrldie 
PALKaa. Josa, of Bath, 
gieatlp improved the mail- 
ooaohee In the end of the 
18th cento r p 
PAiooBiin, pmish 
PAasouAea, a oontribntioB 
for the support of a parson 
Pab uom no iaxt, hpaamnlt, 
act of rloleaoe 
PAeauman, gold, silver, or 
silk l£e; aABsanaa^ 
laoed 

Pautbb ma n aua, poor and 
hnmbld-miaded men 
PayA, the road, highw^ 
PasaanMAoe, bone laoe, 
made of thread or eOk 
PaAT, moon, a person of in- 
t o ierahle pride 
PiAisBAfl, a ^ in a peat 
moor 

Pbdhh, Amamm, a oe&e- 
brated CoTenanting 
leader. See Old MorkOity, 
Hots 38 

PBBBba, to pelt with atonea 
Paa-aua, omscnaa uaa a, 
gabbling like a penguin 
PaaKAKT, XteUfAi, a keenly 
obaervant natoraliat and 
trayeller of the 18th 
century 

Ph aanco i oK, AanzAanna, 
X.D., of Hewhall, near 
Sdiiumnkt author of ATit* 
ioHetdAeeotmictfthe Mue 
JBUmkei; died in 1722 
Pamnr, 0oovs=^th of a 
penny HngHsh 
PaavmAun, a stone qnoit 
Pamawn u ome, one at which 
the ezpeneee ere met by the 
gueetr ooBtribntions. See 
Bint*s LeUere ft(m the 
Norik ef SeoUondy Let 
tw zL 

PaaTAAwxs or EoLnioa 
aaaaa, where Dalslel 
rooted the ChOloway WUge 
in 1006 

Pnanswaa tBrnriml. Loan 
WiLuonaav^ one oi Siaa- 
heth’a o^ptains. IhehneB 
quoted are from *The 
wave Lord inUoughby ’ In 
Percy*! iM^^wcf 
Bm s na v n n w , etc. (p. m 
^^SerynatareoftheScoA 
Paamoua ar ammsa, tqr 


mama, so mou ige, pamper 
Piaaoon, a haop^ tunc, 
nsoally for tha gathsrlMf 
oTiidaa 

PioEba xa mnm aim aon- 
nooK, depend on thy own 

Qit ^rnmta 

Pmouamanea, biokeriaga, 

Pxovnmqim. BmPrioe 
Pxeo, an earthenware vetaeL 
pitcher 
Pma, topick 

POLUoa KABt beggage car- 
ried on apSUen 
Fnur,arael 
Pit, pot 

PXTOAnnr, Ba., a well-known 
Bdinbt^h phyriden, died 
In 1718, who showed skill 
in writfaig Latin verse 
PiAcBD maxsTBB, one hold- 
ing an eodesiaettoal charge 
Plaok, |d of apenxqr 
PLA OPa, tr oobie , anneyanoe 
PlAaOD A GHDAT, OOnOBSlsd 

aknife 

PxAAiAinnn, or Pikasahob, 
a part of Edinburgh, be- 
tween the Oowgiie and 
Baliaboiy Oraga 
PuDrxsBxae, faxnttoie 
PLoxmH-flATB, aa mnbh land 
aa can be tilled by <me 
plough 

PtoT, a spree, game 
PooK, a poke, mqr 
PocBouuABTB, in eaiy^q|oing, 
indifferent person 
POBA OBDXBAaiA, USOSl pon- 
iahment 

POBT on gassMaaa, Worda- 
worth 

Pomi^ a aaiall fsnn, pieoe 
of 

PoniT navna, in or with the 
greatest ezaotitode, pro- 
priety 

PoaaauKrTious, unruly, 
restive 


Poonvu*, powr^ul 
PomjBo, pttriing^ rippling 
Poqoaiw, the real name of 
Mbiitte 

Pbasaoua Xoa. The aotual 
order of ereata waa^ 
Bobertaon*! escape, 11th 
Aprtt 1780; Wflmfa exe- 
eiition, 14th April ; <|Mw*a 
pardon for Porteous 
reached Edfadamglw Sd 
September ; riot took phwe, 
TthSmitember; Pocteone’e 
ezoourion was Smd for 
8th Septambsr 
Pow,fkahaai 



GLbSSABY 


m 


to flir ITvodalo Prieo’s 
Xmtf mi Ao F%a tmrm 9 m^ 

mT 

TuoO) to ontim i t, tef for 
Pmmoxoi, a proottrAtor, 


igtft 

Pdxo Boons: U. Bd. 

Pdav, A bonu ftroNA 
PvxiT, ploM, pOteod 

QoAOULU VASUL a gABM At 
oorda, sot onllko ombra 
with A fourth iilAyor 
Qoaait Houi, whmco dulA 
wore frequeotbr foai^ 
«iwi f onuUe oiimnolo OOBM- 
ttnoo drowned, At the foot 
of Oalton HilL not for from 
Holrrood PaIaoo, Bdln- 
burgn 

Qumur, A joung woman 
Qdub out f u t, A jostioe of 

pfrtKtft 

Qinmm, qolufaif , fnehttig 
fun 

Qubaa tsb booib, vaB 
sTinBA, eeoApe the gaUowA 
, A young oow 
R, A <iuibhle, mbtleW 
. j Bz rormLO, any ordi- 
naiy dtiaen 

Qdooamiiodo, in a manner, 
oertain meaaure 
Qooa ouiiexT oaitbaat, 
whom He loreth He 
ohaateneth 
<)uoxsA, f oraooth 

Eabblb, to mob 
BABBan-ram, Abeam Aoroaa 
the fireplAoe for auapend- 
ing apoton 

Baptiba, awearing falaely 
Baai apfaabbt barbs, etc. 
(p. 4), they siipmur swim- 
ming, widdy s catte red, in 
the vast deep 

EAn-BHimi,doggerelveraes, 
repeated bV rote 
Bax, to stretch 
Bboaab, pining, adaerable 
Bbo, to oounad, Adriae 
Bbdimba op, olmucing up 


Bannim iiiiBBiin?.B, sad 
remedy for misfoitoae 
Bbbwioa, Ma. jrAxas, the last 
<d the *martiyra* of the 
Copenant* exeottted at 
Edhdmigh m 17th Vehm- 


Bmam or PABwawBR, the 
pr oeess i on of dignlteries 
, onttmirwaytoopeai Anew 

Bor, tofim 


Bob, to aoBfdi 
BrrB,totear 
BooobAx, All 
iiftM— I ef l0 

owBor oooupy 
Bosa Bonis, A ooidial, 
foRAorlg in great rspatsw 
mads of a p i^ Baeouied 
with * 


Booiim, selling oft; abo> 

B^m^iioarso 
Bonm, raring 
Bownro, rolling, roroWing 
BovsimnL a aasnalonboloiig- 
ing to the Dukoof Argmo 
at Oramond, near Boin- 
ItstoodinOarolhke 

Boamr, lObbod 
Bun, TABB m, rmontod of 
BovnmB, a hoUy&g beggar 
or thief 

Bmoime fooTXAB. B^eeKote 
9 to BHde <^i;>ai»meraioor 

BAOKZBaSy hmooent, gnfloloss 
Baxb, to bless 

Bt. Hiobolas’s oubxs, high- 
wmymen 

Baja, sore, mnoh 
Balmobbos, a mrihioal Idag 
who, arrogaa% imitating 
Zoos, wu slain by his own 
thunderbolt. iBeeDeimeas, 
oto. 

*Bahb AOAnr, ooorrs Kaaa 
OB BBLLOiAn,*a Lsiosstor- 
•hire pnnrerb. The story 
goes that a miUtia oiBoer, 
exercising his men before 
the lord-lieutenant, be- 
osme confused, end eon- 
tinued to order *Tbe tame 
again* 

Saxbb, tbs oad, the eaae ae 
before 

Baba, a Shirt 

Baaa boot, the loerer por- 
tion of the boundary ctieam 
between Bngisad and 
Boothmd 

aATC**, that ie, 

Bja yllfh 

Baitr, saint 
Baut, mlt 

BOAXn, SOA*! 

Boar, aaoi 
Bolatb, date 
Booiansn, to 
Bo oDtiBa. did 
8oooA,tottiruit(alEnifo> 
Bobaobhib*, 




Bonn, as 

but lot It paw 
hhmders 

SsL, to aQo, strain 
Brnr, tooMo 
Bann o* 1% yourself 
BR,tosnftrbMoaia 


Bm, siocAB, snob 
BWR BOA SAIA BBB| A 1 
weloome sight 

Biobat, 

Writer 
Billt HAAion, poorly 


BoronAn, sopantod, sun* 
ddod 

BnmAT, sundry, d U ferent 
Bnrena OAAAtroB, the Bhorter 
Oatoohism of the Ohur^ 
of Boothmd 

Baaou m aounini, ahufly 
roaponaihle for the wlme 
Bit Doinr wnu, onduie, taka 

fiAAini, harm, injury 
BiAiniJMs, free from ham 
BAuan, akill, hnowledgt; 

SAiAiiT, aldiful, hnowlag 
Bbblb, to ali^ boat 
BAmsAW. dmOflffil 
Badt AMD watm, whoUy, in 


Baial. to acirnoch. ■***■■«■ 
BanunmnaAT, broaeh of 
ohaatity, indoosnoy 
Biiabb, a smear 
Bloab, abuse, nthig 
Bu a cnn m oalbuaib, kSasod 
the Tostamoot, takau a 
(false) oath 

Bbaoa, a MMteh at food 
Bbap, a anack, hurried mSal 
Bbarba, etnmhle, seiApo, 
moral error 

Sboo ABD SBOD, neat end tidy 
^Bomitbiba twsm was,* 
Ate. (p. 102). Prom 
Crabbrs Tka XaroualL 
LettoTR. 

Bobsb, oomfortshlAdooktng, 


Bobtbh, loofcad aibar^ itt- 
tflWdfHl to 

Botram, to sig^; a i||^ 


Boumm, so 

Bowams, a sort of grasl BMda 

mB mm wwiibi ■msivK 


- 

Bmb, to oUaih 



mjoimM 




ponw 


, Uh 

I hAMOf 

mopla, 71m YUooiiikt 
ArfrT yi iii itoat of the 
Court of Soiricmi 1000% 
» oiMnM iooiok low- 
book 

Bnoy to piaoo, to 

tom, Altar 

Onsx, Aitoor 

toosT, tOftafgMT 

flvoor, A woodon drfaiUiig- 


toow, to oroj^ out oft 
Snuoamo, itretohod 
towoBT, itnit, troubto 
Brim, ftaifb, bfirdjr 
Bm OAXiiii, of Ita own kiad, 
(qpioiAl 

g O MM OM AO AD M, tbo ohiof 
good, prtmA ooMldArAtioii 


Boavlait oa tba Wamkl 
Tbo Throe Tom Inn on the 
minh (hkoloMd In 17T7) 
boride the WoUAnd At Bur- 

Boot WAi A roiort of 


Bvsa, riaoo, AM 
« — lAimn, JAtOAi 


Tiouna,oatall 
Taxt, Alook (of wool) 

Tam oaaum oajot, a ponon 
■odoor 
TAA, Atop 

Tais oov, to oko out, inako 
A Uttlo go A long w«j 
Tat nr «r aat, (toko up) sgr 
boggogo end bo otf 
TAWfiA, on owkwiid girl, 
fooUrii wonbh 

Tawia, a itaop out into nar- 
row rikongo for whipping 
boji 

TknnDL tUhn 

Tampdi AAMna, ttmo (wiite 
for)iioisAa 

ItaioNB, In doUoato hMUh 
Tto-Mato Ooomv, former 
Bootoh ABudl debt oourt for 
■smi not ornoodtag tan 
ler- 


Taat, oaro; vaa to 
talm 0010 

fiAAtaiCAeaTfooAwi* riv- 
OAAAO, A Mooitanhito 

poAiftlA proAHno or tnwor- 


o**— 4^ oh&Mfeim do 

gfttd oom At AoimnmOl, 
end pay oertrin dnoo for 
Sto ttomtamnoo, oto* 
Tmoila, to onflor, ondnro 
TkAAWAAC,9nauwx^«nibbod, 
ffl-tamuMod 

Tbaaiaxahioav, a rong^ 


All together 
Taomubi, or ' lAUAWUA a, the 
thumb-ooreWB 
Tmr, trim, mat 
Hut, loit 

Trnm^Uttlepot,genA>APy 

Tmmaa. dowry 
T(U>, AZOZ 

Tom ow Lnroour, the lame 
ben of liaooln Oathedm 
Tomr Lvmpkoi, a oountry 
olown in Ck»ldamith*a Sh§ 
8kfep4to Conquer 
Toom, empty} ta empty, 
pour 

Tmk, tooe, tnbk, beat (of a 
drum) 

Tow, A rope 

Town, A fAnmliouae, with 
the outbulldiiigA 
Tot, a women*! gab 
Tb 4X1, to dangle after 
TAAfXM, A bar or partition be- 
tween two ataus in A itable 
Tmouar, or T i pnonr, to 
oorxmpond clandeitmely, 
intrigue 

Tbit to m Jonmn, Aoom- 
edy by G. Fkrquhar 
Taow, to briiere 
TnowLivoy roUIng 
Tvalt, Maroua ToIIIbb 
CH oero, the Soman orator 
ToBwnn fTAB, A winding or 
fpjrij gtair 

ToTon SATiTB, A guardian 
Appointed by h court or 


Twal, twehre 

Twqmomt, a twriTemootbf 

year 

Tnm, to loao} tt«b hb ab t 
Tim A*, to loae heart ie to 
loae ereiything 

UiAi. 8ee San. liU. 2, 16 
umomovi, Tobmtary 
UxtoAnn, BriachleTOiia, not 
lafe 

UxoMurar, dangerona, not 
ai^ to meddle with 
Uwoo, unootaiBon, atmage, 


[JWOO. 

eeriof 


XTmofsmD oas, liie WA1^ 
<diarlota of the andent 
Mtom and Geola bore 
acythaa altoad to their 
wMa 




V9 noe m aat t m , ate. (p. 
487), aa a Bower aprin g a 
mmm In a irUlod 


TAXMAT OOAmBK, 

Smayba worth 
TmASAan, tithaa 


YiTATinato. (p. S76), 
long toe uia khig!m tho 


Wa*, a wan 

Wad, a pledga, bat; 

wagar, bat 
Wap, would 
Waxmat, A mortgago 
Wab, woa i aom ; — 

Wju^whli^ auddan puB 
W A «o^ O|^ d angling by a 

W^juifto aeleot, ohooaa 
VAHiT-nBAieiia, Apoor weak 
oreAtnre, drona 
W A M p z a B xna, braadlahittgi 

Wab out, got out 
WAB-TBBmB, in A atato of 


Wau, toapend 
Wabiu, WAXsTUi, to wreaUo 
WAa rm ^ waato} WAim, 

Wat poNm, to bbxbo apt 
wx* A, manage a thing lery 
eaaily 

Watba, wot not 
Waopp, a 


. Aux, worae 
Wbab, a young child, inftmt 
Wir 


Wmnn, c , 

WxLL-TD-rAaa, well-to-do 
Wbaup zb thi baps, m 
thing wrong or rotten 
Wbbbb, a few. A parcel of 
WHmaa, aomeuinea 
WHiiii.TWBA, to wheedle 
Whebb izba, hnnying 
Wbutbb-poop, a baok-handed 
blow 

Whvxu ov bzs tmomb, wm- 
pletely diwppotikted 
WinnxM, Almr^ knife 
WnoBB, Ahom 
W njj^ wicaR, powerful, 

WZ^TAB B, wild, wfifol, oIh 

WzxfXiih A eddle, pleee of 
oreft, wrinkle 

WiBBA, wSlnot 

“ 
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w DO DMBI flUBBFa O 

OlOM of Soottioh Iftfvw 

smilegM 
Won, flotoni 
WOUrOAD, A wild Oit 
Wim, woi, DOT, to win, gife, 


mvmtwwvrn 
Womut, wl 
Wtxd. A not 
eulM ta e 
Wjtb, htmm 


TBAI.W (oow), OOO WbOM 
mllklwA diiod vg; tbalp 
B iAnxi, dngM 


ttouNi, to oAOiA to 
lAto,inakA(<dwoM} 
Itott^toblndlliM 

TlSb, AAAAll 

tOL-CAVWf m 
iOg-ftMil 





INDEX 


itwnBAW, John, 866; ooodnote 
Dmiw ham Mm. C^l«N*a, 876; 4«taie’t 
dMorintUmof liiin,4i01; ooiitid«ntkm f or 
beratOirttidor^417,4aO; rowiJMiiie 
tudlCri. DuUon hoBu^ 466 
Amrle. Joluk l>uke of, ^ rotort to Queen 
Oftroilne, 68: defenoe of the Fcnteoue 
riot, 261 : reletions with the court, 863; 
leoetreiJeeBieineudieBoe, 865; takeeher 
to Richmond, 876 ; relatione with Queen 
OaroUne, 881; int^view with her, 882; 
diamieeee oheeae with Jeenie, 8M; in 
Kra. aiaM*a ah<m, 402; hie wife and 
daughtere, 409 ; hu letter to Jeanie, 423; 
niaieee Lady Staunton, 486; hie 
488 ; aaeodotee of, 666 
Arthur’e Beat, Aathor*e faTOurite reeort, 
71; dueleomlOS 
* At the eight of Dunbarton,* 296 
Awdiingower, Jeanie’e home, 467 
Author'e Introduction, in; and Axthur*e 
Seat, 71;, connection with Qnaheriatn, 
xtiii,689 


I^shqpa, 

Mtem pOUtice. oee 
Borrowing daye, 287, 667 
Bo?et*a JnwKMnnonfiMe, quoted, 668 
Brownie, 268 

BubUeburgh and Bitem Mtttloe, 12, 16 

Bnttar, Darld, gnidee Lady S taun to n, 606; 

gate a conmnienon, 587 
Butler, Mre., Reuben*! grandmother, 78; 
her pride in him, 86 

ButUo, Reuben, oorreote Saddletree*! Latin, 
89; ]biadiaooadonawitii8addleti«e,89,48« 
275; diatreaa at KSto*a ndafortana, 46; 
* to tba riotara,02; triea to aave 


Park, 1(B; eympathetic Tien eouw 
family, 114 ; apprehended, 184; examined 
by the bailie, 1%, 140; doea not identify 
lie^ Wildfire, 167 ; rieited by Jeanie, 
277 ; giree her a letter to Argyle, 261 ; 
Jeenie*eletterBtobim,287,401 ; appointed 
to Knooktarlitle church, 486; weloomea 
Jeanie bom^ 447 ; hie ordination, 461 ; 
e to Jeenle Deane, 473; bebariour 
Dayid Deane. 476; plm baok- 
funmon with Bnookoonder, 478; buye 
. - — ^04. With Sir O. 

_ Bcottifih 

Sirk, 621 ; lande at' Oaird’e uove, 626 ; 
ghM ohai^ of Lady Staunt(m*B afblre, 

Butler, Stephen or * BiUe,* 71 ; Lom*B teatt. 

QCO 


Oaxbo*! Oovn, 626 

Cameroniena, horror of dancing, 98, 662v 
belief in apparitiona, 161, 6m ; aecte of, 
196; meeting et Telia Linne, 200, 666; 
attitude to government, 201; leedere,447; 
■billing lighta of, 476 

Carlyle, Dr., hie reodlectionB of thePorteone 
mob, 660 

Caroline, Queen, and the Porteone riot, 86, 
68 ; obarMterutios of, 880 : Interview with 
Arable, 882; with Jeanie Deana, 887 ; her 
gilt to Jeeaie, 892 

Carapbam, John, 90, 162, 661 

^Cenld ia LordArohibUd,* 418 

Cheeae, Scotch, 894 

Child-murder in Scotland, 48, 125, 167, 542 
CiiyChii^of Bdhiburgh,24,642 ; diaarme^ 

* ‘ * 66 



l^botham, Jededah, bia prefiMe, xw 
bia Envoy, 688 

Clyde, river. 428; beautiee of firth, 428 
College atadrate of Edinburgh, 75 
Covenant, and the govemmrat, 201 
Orabbe, quoted, 10, 102,862 
Crombie v. Ife<^ei1, 277 
Oroaemylooz, CounaeUor, Sa d dlctr ea ' 
oracle,W,42,194 





MfeOB, Xm. WbuaAmH liptttiltiifig> nff 
tikM <diaig» cl Jmla, 806 
DmuImt, iHnwt 
40; iiMitlMV«diotciiMe,MS 
Onieiiig. OwMoiiiMMi* lioatvor d, 96» 8B9 
5cinij^Tll.74; Idi woddljr cnoeMa. 88; 
iMlonqr d Bulilcn 86; Mttom to 8t 
Le(NMra*« Omgo. 60 : honor d dandiig, 
96; didnM dS^’o dimoo, 106; m- 
oq^d Butter fak Ids tfSoM, 114; dis- 
eusdoik with Biddtetios, 121; 
dddoooiiseLlX; npodSatss fiteri96; 
bids Jssnto ndlow her oonsctenoe, 204; 
slteodsatthetriiL217; swoons hi oomrfe, 
210; tskeii to Mm. fisddtotne*s, 2B2; 
totter d thsnks to Jesiite. 406; msotms 
to teste 0t. Iioonerd’s, 406; wetoomes 
Jesiito St Bosenesth, soj^ted to 

^ the l>Qke*s isi^ m; tislts 

Dombtedtkes, 486 ; hssm d Butter's pre- 
fenikeikt,488; oamordliisttoa osth, wi; 
his fntiire home, 456; hie flrst-bom idee, 
465; his btekerfakgs with Blitter, 476; hsl|M 
tor's sows, 460; dies. 


Dwehsdi ddi; sets os honib ilO; 
lis^inid6fe'edwUk40tl3»4telp 

26; msettef wMi 

- ; with Butter, Wt 

cpeote her Ihtiife home, 407; delW s6 
sseteg the oow% 406 s unseksths Jutjrlo 
piessiitS|4eO; sorpdssd og^BAsstBoee^ 


i>ssth,466; msnttidtoBiitlsr, 476; Jm 
esderossisdheriDSRfedltts.474; feeds 
Stte's tetter, 480; her trsasmey Plq«ei| 
488; saxpeises Butter with the moCMn, 
468; is flsitsd by Lsdy BtsmtonTigi 

tislls the Whistter, 

m 

Beans, Mrs. Bebeeos, 84 

Dempster d court, 947, 6661. Bse slas 


465; his btekerfakgs with Blitter, 476; helps 
reaone the mimster's cows, 460; diM, 
481 

Besns, XBe, Mm. Saddletree's svmpsthy 
for, 46; urged to 6y from the pewm, 68; 
desoriptUm d, 64; scolded by Jtsnte, 97 ; 
takes serrioe with Mrs. Bsddletree, 100; 
her misfortune, 102 ; apprehended 104 ; 
interrogated by the proowator, 188; in- 
tenrlew idth Jeaate whilst in Jail, 206; 
daoed in the dock, 222 ; her deidamtion, 
282; found guilty, 246; seoond interview 
with Jeside, 26o; her oonneotion with 
Oeoxge Stsimtoik, 848; Is p ardoned, 891 ; 
awsy from her fSther, 448; tetter to 


Diokaon 

Donschs Dhti, 460, 607 ; sttaoks Butter sad 
Sh George Staimton, (W; kilted by Bfamol^ 
dunder, 0; bit plana, 688 

Boomster d court, 217, 666. Bss dio 

BvmSSdS^ old laird d, 78; dssthbsd d, 
75 

Bumbiedikes, young Istrd d, at bis fsthsrto 
dssthb^TO; Us ohaisoter, 77 ; Us vialta 
to the Baa^ 88, 61 ; Us wooW, 268; 
dfem money to help Bflle, 106, 128; sn» 
peeled to by dmiite,W ; merited, 486 

Bumbiedikes maoslonrhoiiito, 261 ; situstton 
d,660 

Bunbsrton, Castle of, 424 
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gaSrfeS/*^ fa,«e, mSh^ 

W|]Mllil^ i» $ ii»tlw«zaeiilton 

GtftWi Bow SfeM8t ofllo«r, on wolll«^ 9M 
ChuoMoiiieJBdinlm M ^ . 

Ooniiaj^ ED1« MT CfnmUMD, 2M Jdnle 
1 bj U^hwasmuiii omt, 297 


TfarTniti i%bm ft 

■ rssSr*" 


m 


teofao ] 
wm mmrnt^ 


Lend rininnilMlniinr ai linfrtttili Khic. 

wpi 

Lotds of M«t and of •omIoii. 40 
l^wkaidMMtlia, 51t05 


OMO 


468 


BOgiiiraiiiiisii on tbo Vortib Boid, 297 
Bowdon, Bn., <m PortBoaa’a nprien, 87, 
40; on tbo wdlot on BOe, 210 

* X oiiAioi Ifto the wUdiln,* 168 
« X *m Bbdgo of the eomtiw/ 818 
*Xn tho bpnny oelli of Bemiiin,’ 808 
Xnvittblowmd, OomiMnent’ boUef to, 112, 
161 

pkoo of Helen WellBBr*e tonial, 

Xfcie'tiM tienay Mobor led,’ 180 

Xiunai’a Toaon. 642 
Stog*i AdTOoeto, 224, 941 
ISg’e Ptot, 90, 168, 118, 168 
BnookAnder, Oeptoto of, 461 ; omokee to 
ohand^ 462{ hie boat ton doir^ 471 ; to- 
to t fo ee i to behelf of ASie 484; 

" XAdy Btaanton to Hnodtoerlitto, 
ntoDoneohn IHm, 627 ; feillebim, 

11100 04,467 

of tke totoootfti, Bdtotoaik, 81 

X«4W<ooixiin, JMtobaq^ 218 

titflr Mwii- lOMg BalMi.to 

BeOtttA, o^Mttal to) IS,, 

i,. Aadt, bijinnyi 

«jj vgha/v. 

.*«5 


^DIdonn,4U,8B8 
^ rMMT.OB. «M 

gtoiiOi and itooBMter 

_&oirmn,4l2 

Heidto Edlidmn^ odTOcato, 4 
Berdidoko, Load, end the Didceof Axgyle, 
864.666 

*Heedateoaif, dotormfaed to hla own cener,* 
802 

Seert of Mtdtothten, Xdtobaxgh, 7. Bee 
Mbootib 


the oowi, 


Umb WnomiL bofon the pnoan 
166} mMooSi bgr BetoUfto, 169 ; 1 
tbeoaoem to Xneohet** CkOra. 177 ; 
oondttottowerde her mother, 191 { eoooete 
Jeenie on the Horth Boed,296; tekeeher 
into her own enoartment, 801; leede her 
froan the hut, 810; qnoiee PUprim^e 
Progresif 814, 819 ; telle of her poet 1^ 
to^, 814; bedeoke hereelf withflaery, 
821 ; entere the ofanroh, 828 ; her oonaeo- 
tion with Oe«ge Btennton, 842 ; eppeole 
to Jeenie it Oerael^ 416 ; her dM^ 417; 
— iof,868 

of Xdtobnrgh, 27, 68 

Xannort v. Leoklead, 124 
XeiU^oee, IDder, 4^ 466 
Xiddlebiirfl^ Bailie, 186; fiatoi 8A 
L6OBexdVl04 

Xobof BdiaWftoSS; Forteona mob, 62-68 
* liaoh haye I fear d/ 10 
Xnrdookaon, Meg, demanda her defter, 
189; to the htobwaymea^a hut, 292; her 
oolloqny with Levi^ 806 ; relationa with 
Oeom Bteimt(n:u842, 846; her eaceoution, 
412 i aer Hvtoff Ooufoaaloni 496 
Muaohat'a iS^lS; atory of Blool 

lfaaohat,662 

Bnnuow Fobt, Bdiiibnigh, 64 
Kewark. Jeaaie at. 294 
BovltJB^iohUjaae attorney, 76; hiaaon aoto 
forBlBa,220 

CtoDoraTSov eam, Heana on, 489, 468; 
Butler’a, 481 

‘ O alera ye aomkL 8ir Jamea,* 181 

Oatler£iok,290,2B8 

*Oor work la onr— ofer now,* 417 

r, X4/k of, quoted, 197 
l^grim'e Pt^eu eited, 814, 819 
Pmnween, iniaon’a iwmj at, 19 
PlnmdaBMe, on Porteo«ia*a repirim, 87, 89 ; 
aets aa ^aoenaker, 240; at 8adaMM*a 


ramXMaidto .Jtolh6to%.:W8 


Pntaona, Oaptato John, 94, 27 : Ida orneUy 
to VQaeo, 28 ; Brea umm the mob, 29 ; 
ranriond, 86; draggen out of the 

^ih,68; haajAir^ 

P flgtepna,^ Xea., 61^ todeganiitod lor her 

PigeSaowatoto 68^648: 
tot^MAdWilKrbad^Wa ] 

^ ormilea,ofBdtolRiV|^52,64 

imOl. aaitimes nf 'ttitfM HnuM '' 

^oqdWWe^&wood^ 
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xviii, 


wllh, 


lUnum Jim, ratuim to lorn Oo tol- 
teotii, b«r 


SIT; MDma/A ligr BstoUftMOIl 
to oOwMWr o * 

0iM*t0o«o, Wi vaS^mi 
Udj, mahm it SnoMnlitii, 

.S*I |0?I 


Mt hm 


at tlw 


ebit^a Cite 176; moiiited Jailor of the 
tolbootli, 906; givaa Jaania hta paaa, 257 ; 
hit commimkaaon to Afar Gaoiga, 681; 
note on. 662 

Bjohmcoid Park, aoena in, 882; Kiohmond 
Hill, riaw froai| 878 

Boboftaon, Oaordie, amooiatad with Wflaon, 
19; attempted aooapa,20: aotnalaaoi^ 
22; hit part in the Portaont riot, 68; 
aoooited oy Butler in the Kina’t Park, 
108; meett Jeanie at Mutohat't Otim, 
166; atoapet from the police oiBoert,160. 
See further JSitamItmt Qa(ffge 

Bean, Dmnhiadikat*t pony, 92, 180, 

Boaeneath,426,428,4&l 

Alex., hit Fifrtunaie jSAi^phord quoted, 

fiAODiiinan. 87: hit so* 

diara^S^ with Butler, 89, 43^; on 
Xffie’a oate. 46; hit adrloe to Barid 
Beana, 117, i22 ; putt the oate of Mart- 
«. iLaoUand, 124 ; at Bfile*t trial, 
220; redtea Argyla on the Portaoua mob, 
251 ; intmdaa on Butter, 275 ; hit rendon 
of Orombie v, MaoPhail, AH; in alter 
yaara,517 

Saddletree, Mrt.,88; oarea of the ahop, 48; 
takea Bf&e into her employmeiit, 100; 
makea tea for EUr G. Staunton, 617 
St Anthony*a OhapeL 163 
St Leonanl^i Ozaga, 90 
Saliabnty Oraga, near XdiidMur^TO 
Sootamen, ohmniah feeling of, 396 
Bootttah btahopa, enulaion of, 406, 667 
Semple, John, 90, 162, 651 
ShimpItUw, hit interriew with Batclifle, 
163; examinea Madge Wildflre, 166; ex- 
amlnea Sffie, 178 ; attempta to capture 
fiobertaon, 176; ma aneer at women, 186, 
664 

6hawSeld*i]nob,423,6eO 
Shawa, murder of the two, 264, 667 
Smuggling in Scotland, 18, 464 
Somer^ atage-ooaoh, 4 
* Some aay that we warn’ 409 
Speottlatite Society, Bdanbnrgh, 14 
*Stand to it, noUe pikemen,’ 831 
Staunton, George, diacorera himaelf to 
Jeanie, 889 ; ma ato^, 842: inbralded by 
hit itiheirj 851; oBen hit j& to aaTS 
SflBe’a, 868; hit hiatory, 860 ; appeara at 
Boae n e a t h , 869; in the Wd Huh Oom- 
miaaloner’a train, 612; •eekiBotler’i 
acquaintance, 616; tnmaintottieSaddle- 
,617;aattabiMm. Porteoua, 


her grief lor Sir George*a daottk, 
nonton, Ber. Mr., obaarfea J 


waberiaiL 607; 
deathi^fl; bar 


Jeeide In 

ehuroh, 835 ; bean bar atory, 884 ; up- 
braidahiaaQn,861; Uahiitovy.SOi 
Stubba, the beadle, 888 

6ti2dentaofBdlaburgh,76,660 
Suffolk, Lady, 882 

Supernatural rialtanta, beUef In, 113, 161, 

Surj^ice, Preabyterian bbieotton to,336 

Txlli Land, Oameronlan oonfarenee at, 
200,566 

Thanie^ from Uohmond HQl, 878 
*Tliere*a a bloodhound ranging,* 181 
* The water gently down the level alid,’ 466 
Thomaa, aenrant at Willingham, 880 
TtUioldian, Saddletiee’iodM with, 276 
Tolbootb, old, Xdinbiugh, 7, 60, 648; 

broken into Inr rorteoua moh, 67-60 
Tolbooth Ohnn^ Bobertaon*a eaoape from, 
21 

ToUlng to aerrioe, 461, 662 
Tramp, Gaffer, 414 


lyman, 297,496 

Bmov, the lament ofer, 87, 40 

Wimaa, Bdlnbuig h gateheepeia, 88 
Walker, Helen, pro t o t ype of Jeanie Beana, 
X, xiii ; her tom b atooe and epitaph, 689 
Walker, Patrick, Oameronian hiatoriaa, 99, 
661 : on Vranoia Gordon's death, 444, 661 ; 
hia book dted, 661, 667, 661 
Wallace Inn, Genderoleu^ 6 
Weat PortiBdinlmrgh, M 
Whaokbaini, liberton aohoolmaater, 47, 
274 

' What did ye wi’ the bridal ring,* 170 
'When the Sght of grace,’ 418 
'When the ^4 *• in the blue dood,* 169 
Whiatter, IBBe'a child, 609 ; reaouea Lady 
Staunton, 606; captured by Knoekdundor, 
680runiiatory6SiW; aaoapaa,686 
Willingham rectory. 829 


* oAh ff itiingnww wwwijf 

.nS^irThteiadf to enMq>e,20; aeouierBbberMan'a eaoi 


STSmtion of, 28; Staniit 0 B*i oornwo* 
tton with, 843 

Witohoralt, belief in, 113, 161 
Women, oyiiioBl opinion of, 664 
Woodend cottage, 78 

Yoik, Jaaaei, Wsdraaitt 














